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- .* .On”beholf of the Provisional Cover&k of Israel, I have the honour 

to cdwoy, for the inforrmtion of the Security Council, the text of the 

reply gi*ren by the Foreign Minister of Israel to the suggestions presented 

by Count’ Berhadotte to th~‘Gover&ente oP’ Israel and of the Arab States. . 

bhP4 Aubrey S. Eban 
*_ Representative of the 

Provieioaal Goverment of Ierael 

“On behalf of the Pro~Ieioaal Government of Israel, I have the honor 

to oqfer the folloKing observat$ons.on the euggeotione preeeoted by you 
m&r cover of your letter of June 27 ae a possible baeie for dlecuaeioa 

in dlscharce of yowl-task to ‘promote a peaceful ad&stment of the future 

eitu#on of Palestine~ . 
“1 . The Pravlelo+ Government of.I+rael noted with surprise 

that your suggestions appear. to Ignore the rssolutiot, of the 

General :membly of 29 November 2347, which remains the only - 

i&enrationally v&d .ad&dlcat$oa son the queetlon of the d 
ful+lre. .gcnRmlnent of FaleetiAe l 

“The P&l~ional j&mmamant 4ileo mgrets $3 find that, In 

farmule)t~ng your suggpatiooe, ;you do. not.. appear to have taken _ 
into accomt f’$Lly the outstw flact8, of the situation in 

Pal.txti&; namely, the effective egtab&ishment of the sooereimty 

of the State of fe.rael within, the area amsigned .to it. in the 

Assegbly’s resol.uti.+,,and o,ther territoriel chazkges which 

reSUlt8d from the repluse of tpe attack launched against 

Israel by Palestlnien Arabs and by the neighboring &ab States. 

"2. ..pe Provieioti @verament of Ispet bqge to.re$d.l that 

the iewisb people accepted) the settlement laid.dowq-in the 

General AisexnblyVe resolution as a compromise entailing heavy 
. . . 
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sacrifice6 on ite part, and the territory assignsd to the Jewish 

State as an irreducible minimum, It is indeed the conviction of 

the ?rovisioml Government of Israel that the territorial 

provicious af?ecting the Jewish State now stand in need of 

improvement, in view both of the perils,reveqlod by Arab 

aggression -to the '.safety & integrity of Israel and of the . 
result6 achieved by Ierael in. r:pelling this‘aggreesion.’ In this 

coxmectlon, the provisional Go&nment of Is& desires to point , 
out that the territorial settlement laid down in the resolution 

was based on partition of llestern Polestim between the Jewish 

people and the Arab population of Palestim. Inclusion of the 

Arab portion of Palestine in the territory of one of the neighboring 

Arab States would fundmentally ‘change the context of the boundary 
- . 

prcblcm , 

““3. The Provisional G&e&cent of Israel cannot agree to any 

encroachment upon or’limitation’of the free eooereignty of the 

people of Israel in its independent State. while it 16 tho basic 

aim and policy of Israel to e&abIi~h relations of peace and titg 
.u with her neighbors on the basis of closest possible collaboration 

.in all fields, international arrangements which may be necesmrg 

to give effect to this policy cannot be imposed upon Israel, but 
can only be entered into as.‘a result of an agreement negotiated 

between the interested parties as free and soversi@‘States. 

“4. The Provisional Government of Israel would be ready to accept 

the provisions concerning Bconomic Won as formulated in the 

Assenbl:z’s resolution if all theiz’basic premises time to 

materiakEze. This is not, hoTrev&, the eventuality envisaged in ’ 

your Gug~estions, 0 - me partner State whom the Israelis. BTB invited 

to join in a Union is both in it6 politic&Z identity 6nd in it6 

geographicak dime’neloti wholfly different from the Arab State 

provided for Ln the resofutibn, Jewish consent to Economic ‘Won 

In the cantoxt of the +molutioa’ cannot therefore be’.blEding in 

the new situation. It must ‘mu be left to the’ free aad unfettered 

disczetion’of the GodermentTof ILrael Wthe exercise of 1Cs 

sovereign rights to detetine what arrangementsshould &Oven! 

Israel’s relations with her dighbor or noighbors’in’the field 

of econonic cd-0peraDion. ’ 
. . 

llr J* The Rovi6ional’~Governm3nt of fsreel~‘must bs ga2’tfcularly 

enphctis Zn its- OppC?BitiOn to my’ infringement of Israel’s 
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indegendonce and sovereignty as regards her imnigration policy, 

Complete and unqualified freedom to determine the size and 

composition of Jewish immigration w8s the very emmnce of the 

Jewish claim to statehood. Recogaition of the moral validity 
and the practical urgency of that claim in connection with the 

issue of imigration lay at the roots of its accepfence by the 

international world. There can be no question of any Israeli 

Government accepting the &Q&test derogation in favor of any 

joint or international body from Israel’s eovsreigaty as regards 

control of her immigration policy, 

“6. The ?rovisional Government of Israel was deeply wounded by 

your suggestion concerning the future of the City of Jerusalem, 

which it regards 8s disastrous. The idee that the relegation of 
Jeruselem to Arab rule ani@ fom part of tx peaceful settlement 

could be conceived only In utter disregard of history aad of the 

fundamental facts of the problem which 8re: 

“a) The association of Judaism with the Holy City; 

‘lb) The unique place occupied by Jerusalem in Jawioh 

history end present-day Jewish life; 
“c) Jewish inhabitants constituted 8 two-thirds majority 

in the City before the corcleencement of Arab aggression, 

and this proportion has greatly iacreased since then as 

a result of Arab evacuation; 

“d) The whole of Jerusalem with only 8 few minor exceptions 

is now in Jewish hands; 

“e) And not least, the feet that after an exhaustive study 

of the problem and as a result of the overwhelming 

concencensus of Christian opinion in its midst, the 

General Assembly resolved that Jerusalem be placed 

under an international regime. 

“The tiovision8l Government of Israel must make it clear that 

the Jetrish people in the State of Israel and the Jews of Jerusalem 

will never ucquiesce in the imposition of Arab domination over 

Jerusclem, no matter x.%at formal municipal autonomy and what right 

of access to Holy Places the Jevs of Jerusalem might be allowed to 

enjoy l They will resist any such imposition with all the force at 

their command. The Provisioaal, Government of Israel regrets having 

to say that your startling suggestion regmding Jerusalem, by 

encouraging false Arab hopes end wounding Jewish feelings, is 

1ikekJ to achieve the reverse of the pacifying effect vhich you 

/undoubtedly 



undoubtkdly had in tin& . ’ I* 

“7. The Provisional Govornmeat of farael does not find it necessary 

at this etage to comment upon the oCher.pointo raised in your 

suC&entions as it hopes that examiiaatlon of lfo preeent~oboervatlono 

on the hajor ispscts of the scheme for a N3tt1emeAt tentatively 

outlined by you my cause you to iecoasider your whole approach to 

the problem, ” 

, ‘. 


