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7 July 1948
'On'behelf of the Provisional Covernuzert of Israel, I have the horour
to convey, for the information of the Security Council, the text of the
reply glven by the Foreign Minister of Isrsel to the suggestions presented
by Count Bernadotte to the Covernments ofiIsrael and of the Arab States.

(signed) Aubrey S. Eban
- Representative of the
Provisional Government of Isreel

"On behalf of the Provisional Covermment of Israel, I have the honor
to offer the following observations on %he suggestions presented by you
under cover of your letter of June 27 as a possible basis for discussion
in discherge of your task to 'promote a peaceful adjustment of the future
situetion of Pelestine'.

“l. The Provisional Government of. Israel noted with surprise

that your suggestions appear to ignore the resolution of the

General ’ssembly of 29 November 1947, which remains the only

internationally velid adjudicetion.on the question of the

future government of Palestine.

"The Provisional Gpvernment - also regrets to £ind that, in
formulating your suggestions, you do.not appear to have taken

into accownt fully the outstanding facts of the situation in

Palpstiné; nemely, the effective establishment of the soverelgnty

of the State of Israel within the area assigned to 1t in the-

issembly's resolution, and other territoriel changes vhich

resulted from the repluse of the attack launched against

Israel by Pelestinian Arcbs and by the neighboring Arad States.

“2, .The Provisional Government of Israel begs to recall that

the &ewish people accepted the settlement laid dowvn.in the

Genercal Aésembly'a resolution as a compromise entailing heavy

/sacrifices
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sacrifices on its part, and the territory assignad to the Jewish
Ctate ns an irreducible minimum, It is indeed the conviction of
the Provisional Government of Israel that the territorial
provicious afi’ecting the Jewish State now stand in need of
improvement, in view both of the perils revealed by /rab
aggression to ﬁhe ‘safety and integrity of Ilrael and of the
results achieved by Israel in repelling this aggression. In this
connection, the Provisionnl Governmsnx of Israel decires to noint
out that the territorial settlement lald down in the resolution
was based on partition of Vlestern Palestine between the Jewish
people and the Araedb population of Palestine. Inclusion of the
Arab portion of Palestine in the territory of one of the neighboring
Arab States would fundamentally'change the context of the bonmdary
preblem. A. ~ ) |
™3, The Provisional vaérnﬁent of Israel cennot agree to any
encroachment upon or limitation of the free sovereiguty of the
people of Isrnmel in its independent State. While it is the basic
aeim and policy-og Israel to establish relations of peace and amity
. with bhéy neighbors on the basis of closest possible collaboration
1n all {ields, internaticnal arrangements which may be necessary
to give effect to this policy cannot be imposed upon Israel, but
can only be entered into as'a result of an agreement negotiated
between the interested parties as free and sovergign States.
"4, The Frovisional Government of Israel would be ready to accopt
the provisions concerning ¥conomic Union as formulated in the
Assembly's resolution if all their basic premises were to
materialize. This is not, hovever, the eventuality envisaged in’
yowr suggestions..' THe partner State whom the Isreelis are invited
to jJoin in a Union is both in its politicel identity and 1n its
geographical dimensions wholly different from the Arab State
provided for in the resolution, Jewish consent to Economic Union
in the context of the tesolution cannot therefore be birding in
the new situation. It must now be left to the free ahnd unfettered
discretion of the Govermment:of Israsel in the exercise of its
sovereimn rights to determlne what arrungements should govern
Israel's relations with her méighbor or neighbors in the fleld
of economic co-operation.
"5. The Frovisional-Government of Isreel must be particularly
emphatic in its opposition o any infringement of Icrael's

niependence
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indenendence and sovereignty as regords her immigration policy.
Complete ond unqualified freedom to determine the size and
composition of Jewlsh immigration was the very essence of the
Jewish claim to statehocod. Recognition of the moral velidity
and the practical urgency of that claim in connection with the
issue of immigration ley at the roots of its acceptance by the
international world. There can be no question of any Israell
Covernment accepting the slightest derogation in favor of any
Joint or international body from Israel's sovereignty as regards
control of her immigration policy.

"6. The Provisional Government of Israel was deeply wounded by
your suggestion concerning the future of the City of Jerusalem,
vwhich it regards as disestrous. The idea that the relegation of
Jeruselem to /raeb rule might form part of a peaceful settlement
could be conceived only in utter disregard of history and of the
fundamental facts of the problem which are:

"a) The association of Judeism with the Holy City;

"b) The unique place occupied by Jeruselem in Jowish
history and present-day Jewish lifs;

"¢) Jewish inhabitants constituted & two-thirds majority
in the City before the commencement of Arab aggression,
and this proportion has greetly increased since then as
a result of .\reb evacuation;

"d) The whole of Jerusclem with only e few minor exceptions
is now in Jewish hands;

"e) And not least, the fact that after an exhaustive study
of the problem and as a result of the overwhelming
concencensus of Christian opinion in its midst, the
General Assembly resolved that Jerusalem be placed
under an international regime.

"The Provisional Government of Israel must make 1t cleer that
the Jewish people in the State of Isreael and the Jews of Jerusalem
will never acquiasce in the imposition of Areb domination over
Jerusclem, no matter viat formal municipal sutonomy and what right
of access to Holy Places the Jews of Jerusalem might be allowed to
enjoy. They will resist any such imposition with all the force at
their command. The Provisional Covernment of Israel regrets having
to say that your startling suggestion regarding Jerusalem, by
encouraging false Arab hopes end wounding Jewish feelings, 1s
likely to achieve the reverse of the pacifying effect which you

Jundoubtedly
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undoubtedly had in ming. _

"T. 'The frovisional Govornment of lIsrael does mot find it necessary
at this stage to comment upon the other points raised in your
suggeotions as it hopes thaet exemination of 1ts present observations
on the tajor aspects of the scheme for a settlement tentatively
outlined by you may cause you to reconsider your whole approach %o
the nroblem." -
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