-

United Nations Nations Unies UVIRESTRICTZD
s/288
SECURITY CONSEIL 26 June 1947

COUNCIL DE SECURITE CRIGINAL: ENGLISH

LSTTER FRCM THD CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSICN OF INVESTICATION CONCIYRNING GREEK
FRONTIER INCIDZNTS ADTRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT CF TES SECURITY COUNCIL DATED
26 JUNE 1ou7

June 25th, 1g47.

Pregident of the Security Council,

At the 89th mseting of the Comission of Investigation
concerning the Greek frcn'tier incidents, held in New York cn
Jone 25th, the following directives were adopted by the majority,
and it was decided to cable these divectives to the Chairman of the
Subsidiary Group in Salonika:
"In view of the fact thab the Subsidlary Group hag full authority
under the directive given by the Carmisgsion on 30 April 1547 to
cenduct its investigalions on both gides of the Greek Fromtier,
and to request the full co-operation of the interested governmenta
in 2il v;;sits on their territory which it may desire to make in
carrying out its investigations, the Subsidiary Group is hereby
dlrscted;
1. To complete its investigation of the incidente on the
Bulgarian frontiar;
2. To inform ths Bulgarien Government that it has been so
instructed by acticn of the Cemmissicn in New York, and to
request itg fuli co-operaticn in fulfillment of Paragrarh 8
of the lsiter of Boyan Athanessov, Bulgarien delemate to he
U.N., to Arkady A. Sobolev, Assistent Secrstary-Gensral of the

U.3., dated 7 June 1547, a copy of whick 18 attached; apd

/3.  To resort
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3. To report the vesult of its investigation to the Cemmlaesion.
A surmary of the report of the Subsidiary Greoup of & Jupe 1947
and a cory of this directive are belng transmitted to the Security
Council for ites informaticn,

The U.S.S.R. Delegate declared he cculd not agree to this
directive because he considersd that the Ccmmission was not
empewerad to issue this divective to the Subsidlary Group as
the ccnsideratien of the whole question regarding the work of
the Subsidiary Group had been pvostponed b§ the Security Ccuncil
until the submigsion of the Ccmmiggion's report.

The U.S.S.R. Delegate further stated that the Soviset :
Delegation consldered that the U.S. draft of a directive ‘;vé
to the Subsidiary Group wes in substance directed to a
broadening of the powers of the Subsidiary Group even
beyond the scope of the Terms of Reference of the Cammission
1teelf, which the Commission had been given by the Security
Council in its resoluticn of 19 December 1645, The Soviet
representative was of the opinion that the Subsidiary Group
shculd ve guided by the previous instructicns given to it by
the Cemmissicn en 30 April 1947,

The Delegate of Foland a2lso opposed tlie directive as
in his opinicn the Ccomisgicn did not have the pewer to act
independently of the Security Council in this matter. The
Polish revresentative stated further that the Commissicn had

already in Geneva agreed that the question of the relations

between the Subsidiary Grouy and the four interested governpments
of Albania, Bulgeria, Greece end Yugoszlavia - waz not within

its competence.

The report of the Subsidiery Group of 15 June 1$47 mentiocned
in tke directive contains e summery of the events cn the Greek-

Bulgerian bordsr at the time of the investigetilon of alleged :
[oordes -
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border incidents by the Subsidlary Group.
Paragraph 8 of the letter of the Bulgarian Delegate to the
U.N., also menticned in the directive, reads as follcws:
"As a matter of fact, although the Bulgarian Governuent
had stated that the Subsidiary Group should make its investigations
culy on the reguest of the Security Council, we were and are
alJseys ready to grant any and all facilities to the Subsidiary
Group in order bto show our desire to co-operate with the U.N.".
Pursuing to the decisicn of the Cormlssion, I have the hencur to
transmit to you & summery of the report fram the Subsidiary Group "on the
evenus vhkich todk place at Mount Lipa on 3rd June and at Koula on 1llth June
1gk7",
I bave the honour to be,‘Sir s Four obeeient servant.

(Signed) Francisco Urrutia

Francisco Urrutia
Chairman of the Commission

/SUIMARY
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CUMMARY OF THE REPCRT OF THE SUBSIDIARY GROUP DATED 16 JUNE 1047

In pursuance to the resoluticn of the Security Council of 18 April 1947,
the Coxnission esteblished a Subsidiary G1~oup on 30 April 1ok7.
I. {2) At Its fourth, fifth and sixth meetings, the Subsidiary Group
ccnsidered decumentation relative to two border incidents, which were
b ught to its attention by the Greek Liaison Representetive, and
decided to investigate incidents allegedly invelving violatiens of
the Greco-Bwlgarian frontier, nemely that at Angistron-Lipa and at
Kzgnotcpos;
(b} The Subsidiery Group has sent a telegrem to the Bulgarian.
Government requesting that facilities be granted for crossing the
Greco-Bulgarizn bordsr end to hear witnesses in Bulgariz. BHaving
- despatched 211 documents releting td those two alleged ‘ineidents
submitied by the Gréek Liaisen Representative, the Subsidiary Group
invitcd also the Bulgerian Govermment to submit its own evidencs. .
II. The Commissicn recelved three telegrams from the E:hairman of the
Subeiciary Group dated 4 Juné_. 5 June and 12 June.

Ths telegrzm dated & June contained the foll cwing informaticn:

{2) Tne Subgidiary Group has sent, on 28 Mey 19h7, a telegram addressed
tc the Government of Bulgaria, in which it steted that it 1s engaged

in examination of two alleged border incidents - one, thet of
Angistrcn-Lipa which concerns the supposed harbouring of Greek guerillas
in Bul;arisn territory; the second elleged incident at Kapnotopos involves
the evacuaticn of four wounded guerillas.

In the same telegrem, the Subsidiary Group requested the

Bulgerien Government to facilitate the cressing of the Greco-Bulgarien
border and informed it of its scheduled arrivel st the frontier on

2 June. It invited the Bulgerian Government to present witnesses

of its own end to meke available any witnosses whom the Cermission
would like to hear;

/(b) The Subsidiary
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(b) The Subsiidiary Greup has arrived at the Greco-Bulgarian border
on 3 June in order teo investigate the Angistron-Lipa inciderit

and requested entry inte Bulgerian territory frcm the Bulgarien N.C.O.
in charge of the frontler post. This N.C.0. informed the Subsidiary
Group that, lacking instructions, he ecould not authorize the crossing
of the btorder;

{c) In veply to this telegrem of the Subsidiary Group, the Bulgarian
Government enswered on 31 May that it is reedy to provide assiastance
to the Subsidiary Group, but requested postponement of ten days

cf the zrrivel cf the Commission in order to be able {o make
arrengements for the Commissionts work;.

(d) In reply to this telegrem, e message containing the following
information was delivered on 2 June to a Bulgarien Officer at

Eoula frontiler pcst for trensmission to Sof%.a. The Subsidiary Group
noted the reediness of the Bulgarien Govermment to provide assistance
in the investigation of two alleged incidents and stated that, es

a result of errangements msde prior to.the yecelpt of the teiegram
of 31 Mey, it will depart frcm the fronbier region on 2 June and
confine itself to heering witnesses presented by the Greek authorities.
It reguested that the frontier posts at Koula and Lilpa should be
:h:struct.ed to facilitate the cressing of the border. It notified the
Govermment of Bulgaria that the Subsidiery Group will return on

11 Jure in order to proceed with the examingtion of the alleged
incidents.

The tslezrcm dated 5 June conteined the following informatlon:

In resnzcnse to the messege deliversed on 2 June, at the frontler post

at Eewlz, the Bulgarian Goverrment, in a telegrzm deted 4 June, renewed

its assurences to assist the Subaidiary Group in its work on its arrival

at the frontier on 11 June and expressed i1ta regret that, owing to

insufficient time, it was unzble to be of help to the Group on previous

ocezsions. + recuseted also that the work of the Subsidiery Group be

/accemplighed
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acccmplished on 11 June.

IV. The telegrem dated 12 June contalned the fnllowing information:

The Subsidinry Group hes ervived at the Grecc-Rulizarien Torder
on 1! June in order tc investigate the alleged incidents of Angistron-Lipa
and’ Kspnctopos. The Subsidiexy Group intsnded tuat its work should include:

() Eearing cof eleven wiitnesses requested‘by the Subsidiary Group;

(t} -Pressntation. of the case by the Bulgarian Reprssentative;

"{c} Visit to places where the mlleged incidents togk place;

(&) Visit to Ceamp of Berkovitsa.

The Subsidiery Group hes met the Bulgarian Representative at Koula
end was IinTormed that:

{2) Greek witnesses shall not be allowed to c¢ross into Bulgeria;

(b) He hes no instructions regarding the visit to Berkovitsa;

{c) Bwligarien witnesseé should be heard at Koula on the afterncon

of 11 June znd that the work of the Subsidiary Group should be

ccmpleted the same day. . .

The Chairman of the Subsidiary Group asked the Bulgarien Representetlve
vhether z telégram deted § June, requasting a visit to Berkovitsa, had been
received by the Bulgarian.covernieﬁt and received a reply that having
contzcied Sofia by telephone his instructions remained unchanged. A

The Subsidiery Group then decided by majority with the Delegate of the
Unien =f Soviet Socialist Republics descenting end the Delegates of China
end Belgium aﬁstaining with reservations to return to Salonika. The asbstention |
of the Belgian Delegate waes ezplained as a concilistory stiempt aiming
at takiné the Bulgarizn Representative znd eleven witnesses reéuested by the -
Subsidiery Group to Selonike for examination,

The abstenticn of the Delgate of China was explained on twe grounds:

(2) Leck of kmowledge of the technical facilities which would be

avalleble to the Subsidiary Group if it decided to stay overnight at

Sidirokastron;

/(b) The understanding
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(v) The understanding thet the British proposcl is based o
orocelurzl matners connected with these arresngements.

The Dalegate of the Union of Soviet Socizlist Republics voted cgeinst

the return to Salenika cn the following grounds:

(a} Eleven witnesses made availeble by the Bulgarien Government
zt the recuest of the Subsidiary Group should be heard;
(t) Area of the alleged Lipa incident on the Bulzaria side should

be investigated;

{c) TViews of the Bulgarizn Repregentetive on further investigation

cf this bileged incident ghould bs heaxrd.

-
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