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IETTER FRCM THE PERMANENT REFRESENTATIVE OF CHIIE TO THE
UNITED NATIONS DATED 12 MARCH 1948 ADDRESSED TO THE
SECRETARY ~GENERAL

Sir,

The Government of Chile has noted thet on 10 Merch Mz, Jan Papanzk,
Permenent Representative of Czechoslovekia accrsdited to the United
Nations, sent yéu a communication requesting that the Securlity Council
should consider the events which had tsken place in his country -since
22 February lest on the grounds thet they constitute & situation
endangering the meintenance of intermetionsl peace and security.

In the seld note Mr. Peveanek says thst the politfcal :t’ndepan@epce
of Czechoslovakis, & Member of the United Netions, has been Violated: -
by the threat of the use of force by another Member of the United'
ths Union of Sovlet Socielist Republies., He goss. on- to. say

established by the Consitlitution, in the manae‘r«d“e‘fsfcfi@‘be&“m his jfle"bte”i o
He also ssys thet thie coup was effsctuated suc‘rc:va‘,s“éﬁull,iy only’ begéu/ée.;
of "officiel participetion of representatives of the Union oijqvie:fb
Soclalist Republics and the threat.of the use of mildtary force of
the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics in reediness on the north-wvest
boundariss of Czechoslovakia",

In the opinion of the vermanent representative of Czechoglovalkia,
these fecils involve a violation of the Treaty of Friendshlp end Mutual
Asslstance of 12 Tecember 1943, constitute an obvious threst to world
Teace end security end a flsgrent violation of Article 2, parsgrerh k4,
of the San Freneisco Cherter, The Security Council should thersfore
investigate them, in eccordenee with Article 3% of the Charter,

My Goverrment has been informed that you have refused the request

1% o3 eoming from a non-governmentsl organizetion and not , therefore,
28 g communication from a Member State,

/dithout



s 69k
Peze 2

Withaut wishing to give an opizien on ths propriety of the atep
you have teken with regard to the Czechoslovek Reprssentetive's request,
erd without implying that T accept hls statue a3 a privete individual end
not the legltimate representative of his Government, as you have
suggested, I have the honour on behalf of Chile, which I represent
before the Unilted Né.tions, on personal end direct instructlons from
the President of the Republic, to request you to refer the gqueation
ralsed by the Permenent Representative of Czechoslovekia in ths
sbove -uentioned letter, to the Security Council, for the purposes set
forth in that letter.

In meking this request, I am using the right conferred by
Article 3%, peragreph 1, of the Cherter on all Msmbers of the United
Nations. ’

The Chilesn Govermment considers that the responsible and
authoritative accusation of the Pexmsnent Delegete of Czechoslovakla
is of such a ssriocus neturs that 2 mere reason of formslity, such as
the alleged lack of stetus of Mr. Papenek, cennot be allowsd to prevent
the institution whose specific task is to safeguerd world peace and
seeurity, from meking the necgssary investigations to prove the truth
of this sccusetion., If the events mentionsd in Mr. .Papanek‘s
dsmunciation prove o be true - end everything seems to indicate that
they ars - it would meen that the world 1s asgain facing en exact
ropetition of the mctions end methods which wers employed by Nezl
Gormeny in the years preceding the lsst World Wer, and vere 1ts imzediete
ceuse. It would therefore mean that world peace snd security are in
imminent danger both cn account of an intermational act contrary to
the Charter committed by one Member State asgainst another, end on
account of a2 serious violstion of the principlss of democrscy, respect
for human dignity erd indtvidual freedom, indiceted in the Sen Francilsco
Cherter as being insepareble frem the maintenence of pesce, and one
of the principsl purposes of the United Netions.

My Coverrment considers that the United Netions is under the
unavoidable obligation to act in this situstion, using all the meens
allowed by the Charter to prevent, before it is too late, these sctions
end mothods from completing the execution of e plen, the intentions and
renge of which are not éifficult to forecast, ‘

£3 part of the Americen community, which has achieved enviable
progress in the eliminaticn of methods of violsnce, aggression and
conauest, whose peoples live eccording to principles of humen solidarity,
Chile cernnot remeln indifferent before the events described by the
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representative of Czechoslovakia. No countyry which is a Member of the
United Netlons, however small or however remote from the theatre of
ewents in question, can evade the responsidilities of solidarity
deriving from the Charter and from the conviction that another world
war would be a catestrophe vhose consequonces no Part of the world
could escape. In teking the present attitude, my Government believes
that 1t is making the only possible contribuition, within its limited
meens end the pressnt circumstances, to the common tesk of preventing
this disaster. It believes also that 1t is thereby fulfillling its
duty, zs e signetory to ths San Francisco Charter, of ensuring thet
the Orgenization effirms its status as s decisive Instrument for the
maintenance of world peace. It is not difficult to forecast that
fallure by the United Nations to intervene in the situation before

us would result in loss of 1ts prestige and a consequent reduction

of 1ts future effectiveness. Ths Chllesn Government's stiltuds,
therefore, is motivated by 1ts devotion to the United Nations! cause
and its gincere resvect for democracy and huwman dignity.

But there is another moral resson which leads my Govermment to
sponsor the Czechoslovak delegate's request that his country's case
ghould be investigated end considered, In October last Chile was
obliged to sever diplomatle ryolations with the Union of Soviet Soclallst
Republics and with Yugoslevis, because those countries were interfaring
in ber internsl affairs (trylng to disrupt and hemper production of the
basic raw materlels such as copper end nitrates, which Chlle exports to
friendly countries) through the illegel revolutlonary ectlon of a national
group working in thelr imterest, The objects of this action, which
colncide completely with those of her intervention in Czechoslowvakia,
demonstrate the extent end nsture of the Union of Soviet Soelalist
Bepublics® plans and prove that neither gesographical situation nor
greater or lesser degrees of strength or size, or a country's love of
Teace, or indifference to 1%, are factors which can have any influence
in enabling a country to avold becoming involved in a conflict such as
a greet power like the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republice might underteke.
Thus the Callean Government on that occasion most reluctantly felt
obliged to eztend its severence of relations to the Czechoslovek
Government. It did so tecause 1t hed proof thet agents of thet
Govermment were toking part slongsids those of the other countries mentloned,
in truly eggressive activities, by psralyzing the economic life of
Chile, as I heve stated. The Chilean Goverrment understood thet this
vas beprening without the lmowledge of President Benes and Mr. Masaryk,
his Minister for Foreign Affeires, wiose democrstic end pacifist opinions
have alvays teen beyond doudt, snd that 1t wes merely the international
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wanifestation of action being taken inside the country by elerents
which, shielded by the demccratic Natlonal Coalition Government, vere
preparing the cqup of 22 February. However, we were obliged o brealk
off our traditional friendly relations with Czechoslovakia, in defence
of our slementary duty to defend the country against the intervention
of foreign powers desirous of disturbing production and overthrowing
the demecratic comstltutional regime which Chile has enjoyed since
achieving her independence.

Now that eventa have proved the rightnéas of the Chilean point
of view and justified the true resmsons which led my Government to take
such steps ,.me wish to render homage %o the noble Czech people - for
whom ve feel a deep admiration and vesgect - by supporting in our

capacity as a Member of the United Natlons, the Just demends mede in

thelr nare by their Permenent Reprosentative to the United Nations,

In view of the foregoing considerations, I repeat to you, in the
nare of ny Governmment, our request that the cese bs brought before the
Securlty Council, in order that , 1n accordance with Article 34 of the
United Nationas Charter, it may investigate the evenis reported dy the -
Parmsnent Repressntative of Czechoslovakia, Mr; Jan Papanok, which
constitute 2 threat to international peace and security,

I also request you to cormunicate to the Sgpeurity Council, our
petition that, in conformity with Axtlcle 31 of the Charter, my country .
be invited to participate in the discussion of this matter, when 1t 1s
brought before the Security Council.

' I have the honour to be, etc.
HERIAN SANTA CRUZ
Ambassador, Pexrmenent Representative of
Chile to the United Natioms.



