1988/69. International co-operation

on the environment

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII)
of 15 December 1972 on institutional and financial
arrangements for international environmental co-
operation, in particular, section IIl, paragraph 4,
thereof,

Reiterating the need to keep under review the problem
of additional costs that may be incurred by developing
countries in the implementation of environmental pro-
grammes and projects,

Reaffirming the need for additional financial
resources to be provided by donor countries and
organizations to assist developing countries in identify-
ing, analysing, monitoring, preventing and managing
environmental problems in accordance with their na-
tional development plans, priorities and objectives,

1. Requests the Executive Director of the United
Nations Environment Programme, in co-operation with
the competent organizations, to carry out an up-to-date
review of the problem referred to in General Assembly
resolution 2997 (XXVII), section 111, paragraph 4, and
to report thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-
fourth session, through the Economic and Social Coun-
cil;

2. Calls upon all Governments to request their cen-
tral economic and sectoral agencies to ensure that their
policies, programmes and budgets encourage sus-
tainable development and to strengthen the role of their
environmental and natural resource agencies in advising
and assisting the central and other sectoral agencies in
that task;

3. Requests the organizations of the United Nations
system concerned to include in their reports to the
General Assembly at its forty-fourth session an account
of the measures they have taken to give effect to the pro-
visions of General Assembly resolutions 42/184 and
42/187 of 11 December 1987 calling on them to provide
additional resources to developing countries.

40th plenary meeting
28 July 1988

1988/70. Traffic in toxic and dangerous products
and wastes

The Economic and Social Council,

Taking into account General Assembly resolution
42/183 of 11 December 1987,

Noting that the preliminary report of the Secretary-
General on illegal traffic in toxic and dangerous prod-
ucts and wastes*’ indicates a trend of increased interna-
tional traffic in toxic and dangerous products and
wastes, which in most cases has tended to tlow from
developed to developing countries,

* E/1988/72.
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Concerned that part of this traffic is carried out in
contravention of existing national legislation and rel-
evant international instruments,

Emphasizing the urgent need for all States to transmit
pertinent information requested by the Executive Direc-
tor of the United Nations Environment Programme in
response to General Assembly resolution 42/183,

Taking into account the increase in this traffic as
reported by various organizations of the United Nations
system, non-governmental organizations and the inter-
national media,

Deeply concerned at the rising incidence of dumping
of toxic wastes in many countries, particularly in the
developing countries,

Considering the potential danger to the health of the
population and to the environment of all States posed
by toxic and dangerous products and wastes,

1. Requests the Secretary-General, in preparing his
report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth ses-
sion, to draw on information provided by the United
Nations Environment Programme and other organiz-
ations of the United Nations system, in line with inter-
nationally accepted guidelines and principles, and to
focus on the following:

(@) A quantitative and geographical assessment, by
region of origin and of destination, of the illegal traffic
in toxic and dangerous products and wastes;

(b) A classification of types of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes according to their nature, their
potential toxicity and the probability of their being
traded or dumped;

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit con-
clusions and recommendations on different mechanisms
that can be devised to monitor and control the illegal
traffic in toxic and dangerous products and wastes;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to increase
his efforts to obtain information on illegal traffic in
toxic and dangerous wastes and on steps taken to elim-
inate or reduce this type of traffic.

40th plenary meeting
28 July 1988

1988/71. Global convention on the control of trans-
boundary movements of hazardous wastes

The Economic and Social Council,

Noting the work of the Ad Hoc Working Group of
Legal and Technical Experts with a Mandate to Prepare
a Global Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes, convened by the Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme pursuant to Governing Council decision
14/30 of 17 June 1987,** and that the draft of the con-
vention will be submitted to a diplomatic conference for

** See Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second Ses-
ston, Supplement No. 25 (A742/25 and Corr.1), annex 1.



