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RESOLUTIONS

1988/49. Economic aspects of women in development

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 42/178 of 11
December 1987 and the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women,' particu-
larly paragraphs 120, 137, 142, 147, 282 and 312
thereof,

Having reviewed annex 1 to the World Economic
Survey 1988 on selected indicators of the socio-
economic attainment of women and taking into con-
sideration the useful comments made thereon,?

Recognizing the essential role of the economic ac-
tivities of women in both the formal and the informal
sectors of the economies of all countries and the positive
role of women in promoting growth and development,

Convinced that further analysis of the economic ac-
tivities of women in developing and developed countries
is necessary for the design and implementation of social
and economic policies,

Calls upon the Secretary-General to devote a separate
section in the World Economic Survey to the economic
aspects of the situation of women and their contribution
to economic development, taking into account, inter
alia, their participation in the evolution of labour
markets.

38th plenary meeting
26 July 1988

' Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A.

* United Nations publication, Sales No. E.88.11.C.1.

* See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1988,
Plenary Meetings, 28th meeting (E/1988/SR.28).

1988/50. Assistance for the reconstruction and
development of Lebanon

The Economic and Social Council,

Referring to General Assembly resolution 42/199 of
11 December 1987 and previous resolutions in which the
Assembly requested the specialized agencies and other
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system
to expand and intensify their programmes of assistance
in response to the needs of Lebanon,

Aware of the deteriorating socio-economic conditions
of the Lebanese people and the magnitude of their
unmet needs,

Noting with great concern the unprecedented infla-
tion in Lebanon during the last four years and the
catastrophic erosion of the value of the Lebanese cur-
rency, which is now worth only one hundredth of its
value in October 1984,

Appeals to all Member States and all organizations of
the United Nations system to continue and intensify
their efforts to mobilize all possible assistance for the
Government of Lebanon in its reconstruction and
development efforts, in accordance with the relevant
resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly and
the Economic and Social Council.

38th plenary meeting
26 July 1988

1988/51. Assistance in cases of natural disaster and
other disaster situations: Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2816 (XXVI)
of 14 December 1971, by which the Assembly estab-
lished the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief



Co-ordinator and, inter alia, recognized the need to en-
sure prompt, effective and efficient responses, in times
of natural disaster and other disaster situations, that
would bring to bear the resources of the United Nations
system, prospective donor countries and voluntary
agencies,

Recalling also other pertinent resolutions, in par-
ticular General Assembly resolution 41/201 of
8 December 1986,

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 42/169
of 11 December 1987, in which the Assembly decided
to designate the 1990s as a decade in which the inter-
national community, under the auspices of the United
Nations, would pay special attention to fostering inter-
national co-operation in the field of natural disaster
reduction,

Reaffirming that the primary responsibility for the
administration of disaster relief operations and for
disaster preparedness lies with the Governments of the
affected countries and recognizing that available
resources and efforts are being devoted by the Govern-
ments of those countries towards the alleviation of
disaster-related problems,

Noting the increased number of requests to the Office
of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator for
assistance in disaster relief and mitigation and for
related information,

Reaffirming also that shortage of resources has been
one of the major constraints on an effective response of
the United Nations to disaster situations and continues
to hamper the full achievement of a rapid and effective
response to the needs of countries affected by disasters
and that, if the shortage is to be overcome, efforts will
be required by the international community to provide
both funds and assistance in kind,

Reaffirming that, within the United Nations system,
the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-
ordinator is the focal point for disaster relief matters
and therefore should be provided by the donor com-
munity, the United Nations and the other organizations
of the United Nations system with the support necessary
for it to discharge its responsibilities for disaster relief
and mitigation,

Affirming the necessity of implementing the conclu-
sions of the report of the Secretary-General on the im-
plementation of General Assembly resolution 41/201,*

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General on the activities of the Office of the
United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator® and of the
statement made by the Co-ordinator before the Third
(Programme and Co-ordination) Committee of the
Economic and Social Council on 7 July 1988;

2. Emphasizes that it is essential for the Office of the

United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator to be

‘ A/42/657.
* Ar43/375-E/1988/73 and Corr. 1.

placed, and kept, on a sound financial basis, and calls
upon the international community to respond positively
and expeditiously to the appeals of the Secretary-
General for contributions to the United Nations Trust
Fund for Disaster Relief Assistance in order to meet
relief needs resulting from natural disasters and other
disaster situations;

3. Recognizes that activities related to disaster
preparedness and prevention were significantly greater
in 1986-1987 than in the previous biennium, and ap-
preciates the good performance of the Office of the
United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator in par-
ticipating in strengthening the national emergency ser-
vices of affected developing countries by providing,
inter alia, advice and expertise on the utilization of early
warning systems and on the elaboration and implemen-
tation of disaster contingency plans for pre-disaster
planning and the post-disaster period, and in giving
assistance to regional, interregional and global activities
on the medium-term and longer-term aspects of disaster
mitigation;

4. [Invites the Secretary-General to request the United
Nations Development Programme, in co-operation with
the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-
ordinator, to facilitate further the integration of disaster
prevention projects in the planning of national pro-
grammes;

5. Recognizes that at the country level, particularly in
disaster-prone countries, it is important that the
organizations of the United Nations system concerned
be organized, under the resident co-ordinator, in an
emergency operations group, in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 36/225 of 17 December
1981, and welcomes the practical steps taken by the
United Nations Development Programme and the Of-
fice of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator
to improve further their co-operation with Governments
and voluntary agencies;

6. Invites the Secretary-General to provide the Office
of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator
with the support necessary for it to continue to provide
high-quality service to recipient countries, and to en-
courage the organizations of the United Nations system
to contribute to this endeavour;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to include infor-
mation on the implementation of the present resolution
in his next biennial report on the Office, to be submitted
to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session,
through the Economic and Social Council at its second
regular session of 1990;

8. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to im-
plement, by concrete measures, the conclusions of his
report on the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 41,201

38th plenary meeting
26 July 1988



