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DRAFT PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 2002-2005
Introduction

1 The present note provides information to assst the Committee in discussing and establishing its
programme of work, the duration of each activity, aswell as its methods of work. The Committeg's
Bureau met twice between the sixty-second and sixty-third sessions of the Committee to review the
programme of work and its implementation.

2. The draft programme of work is set out in annex |. Each programme dement has a fixed
duration. When discussing its programme of work, the Committee should keep in mind that the
programme should reflect the red interests of member countries and their willingness to contribute to its
implementation in terms of expertise, human and financia resources.

3. At its Sixty-second session the Committee agreed to take into account the decisions of the
Generd Assembly at its specid sesson (Istanbul+5) when formulating and implementing its programme
of work (ECE/HBP/122, para.12). The draft programme reflects the outcome of the specia session of
the Generd Assembly and it is based on the Millennium Declaraion, the ECE Minigerid Declaration
and the ECE Strategy for a Sustainable Quality of Life in Human Settlementsin the 21% Century.
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4, At the Committee's session, the secretariat will report on the Human Settlements Trust Fund's
expenditures and baance in 2002. Since the sixty-second session of the Committee, the delegations of
the Czech Republic, the Netherlands, Switzerland and the United Kingdom have made contributions to
the Trust Fund. It isimportant to stress that without the Trust Fund the Committee would not have been
ableto carry out its programme of work. However, the Trust Fund needs to be maintained & alevel
that allows the Committee to fulfil itstask. It is, therefore, important that countries should continue to
make either genera contributions to the Trust Fund or specific contributions to earmarked programme
eements.

5. A tentative list of meetingsis presented in annex |1.

Proposed decisions by the Committee

6. Inthelight of the discussion, the Committee may wish to:

(@ Takeinto account the outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development;

(b) Take note of the progress made in the implementation of the programme of work;

(c) Update and approve its programme of work and tentative list of meetings, as presented in
annexes| and I1;

(d) Cdl upon Governments to make ether generd contributions to the Human Settlements Trust
Fund, or specific contributions to earmarked programme e ements.
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Annex |
Annex |

DRAFT PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 2002-2005

SUBPROGRAMME 10 - HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

10.1.1 Country profiles on the housing sector

Description: The housing sector has a criticd role to play in ensuring the success of economic and socid
development in the ECE region and the reform processin countriesin trangtion. At the same time, the
process of trangtion to a market economy has had a profound impact on housing policy implementation
and management. This project represents atool for Governments to anayse their housing policies,
drategies, indtitutiona and financia frameworks for the housing sector and to compare the progress
meade internationaly. The country profile is a process-oriented exercise. At itscoreis an andytica sudy
on the housing sector, drafted by independent international experts. It draws on the Committeg's work
on housing and building satistics. Recommendations for improving policies and practicesare an
essentia part of the programme. 1t dso amsto provide information to potentia investors.

Work accomplished: The country profiles on the housing sector of Bulgaria, Poland, Slovakia,
Lithuania, Romania and the Republic of Moldova have been published. The sudy for Albaniaisin
preparation. A roster of international experts was established and updated. Recently the Committee
streamlined the preparatory process and proposed procedures to monitor the implementation of
recommendations. The country profile project is presented on the Committeg's web Site
(http:/AMwww.unece.org/env/hs/cph).

Work to be undertaken: The Committee will continueits activities for the preparation of country
profiles on the housing sector. In the autumn of 2002, work will start on astudy on the Russan
Federation. Possihilities for holding further workshops or ad hoc meetings of experts to discuss the
results of project implementation and disseminating the experience in ECE countries will be confirmed.
A follow-up programme for the studies undertaken will be tested. Cooperation with the United Nations
Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), the European Union and the World Bank will be maintained and strengthened.

Duration 2002 - 2005.

10.1.2 Improvement of urban environmenta performance

Decription Locd systems and cities are efficient starting points for promoting sustainable
consumption patterns. Numerous initiatives have dready been launched in cities and towns to
raise public awareness of the environmental impact of individua consumption behaviour, to
promote environmentally sound goods, services and sustainable use of energy, water, raw
materials and land by individuals and communities. It is recognized that environmentaly sound
urban and regiona trangport coordinated with sustainable land use and planning at the centrd,
regiona and locdl levels may lead to a substantia reduction in the impact on human hedith,
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natural resources and the environment, while improving the quality of life and economic
performance. Integration of land use and loca trangport policies requires integrated thinking
and action across dl policy aress and & al levels of decison-making.

Work accomplished: Asafollow-up to the workshop on encouraging locdl initiatives towards
sustainable consumption patterns (Vienna, February 1998) a joint steering group on urban transport
patterns and land-use planning was established. The steering group prepared a detailed work
programme in the course of 2000 (HBP/2000/8) to be developed in view of aworkshop scheduled for
2001 but postponed.

Work to be undertaken: It is expected that aworkshop will be organized in autumn 2002 or beginning
2003 jointly with the ECE Committee on Environmenta Policy. The workshop will address practica
experience in the environmentally sound management of urban transport integrated with sustainable
land-use planning. Based on the workshop's results, the preparation of guiddineswill be consdered.

Duration 2002 - 2004.

10.1.3 Land regidration and land markets

Description: Proper land regidiration is crucia for security of tenure and property rights, effective
housing policies and the promotion of market-oriented reforms in economiesin trangtion, aswel asin
the context of European integration. The activity isaimed at providing assistance to countriesin
trangtion in reforming cadastre and land regigtration systems and sharing information and experience of
modernizing land adminigtration systems in the devel oped market economies through education and
training; research and development; exchange of experience; transfer of technology; and standardization.

Work accomplished: The inventory of land administration sysemsin Europe and North Americawas
published in 1999 and the study on key aspects of land registration and cadastre legidation was
prepared and published with the assstance of HM Land Registry (United Kingdom). The study on land
mass valuation systems for taxation purposes in Europe was prepared and published with the assistance
of the federd Land Cadastre Service of the Russian Federation. Three workshops were held: on EU
accession from aland administration perspective (Gavle, Swveden, June 2001), on modern land cadastre
(Armenia, October 2001) and on mass valuation systems of land (Russian Federation, June 2002).
Internationa land administration experts undertook country reviews. on Armenia and on Georgia

Work to be undertaken: The Working Party on Land Administration will promote the practica
gpplication of the ECE Land Adminigration Guiddines (ECE/HBP/96) in countriesin trangtion,
inter dia, through different types of operationa activities in these countries. A land
adminigtration review will be carried out in the Russan Federation. The second sesson of the
Working Party took placein November 2001. Three studies, namely a survey of the current
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Sructure of landownership and exigting legidation to restrict/limit the sdle of property in ECE
countries, guiddines on legd and cadastra objects and their identifiers, and guidelines on public
access to data, are being prepared. In 2002, aworkshop is planned in Austriaand in 2003
workshops are planned in the United Kingdom and Greece. The third session of the Working
Party on Land Administration will take place in Genevaon 17-18 November 2003.
Cooperation with key partners, such as the World Bank, will be further developed and
improved.

Duration 2002 - 2005.

10.14 Housing moderni zation and management

Description: This activity provides an opportunity to ook in detal a urban regeneration policies and at
the exigting and emerging housing problems, especidly regarding housing financing, the existing housing
gtock and its management. As aresult of the privatization process in countriesin trangtion, the
proportion of owner-occupied dwelings in multi-family housing hasincreased considerably. It is
therefore important to establish property rights, define mixed ownership forms, and analyse legd
conditions of condominiums, their organizational and management frameworks.

Work accomplished: The ECE Guiddines on Housing Condominiums were prepared and are expected
to be published for the Committee's sixty-third sesson (ECE/HBP/123).

Work to be undertaken: The Committee and its Bureau will: (a) study waysto put the Guiddines on
Housing Condominiums into practice to address the mgjor aspects in the public/private sectorsin
economies in trangtion; (b) start a project based on a proposa prepared by the Advisory Network for
guiddines on private housing finance sysems for countries in trangtion. The place and role of private
housing finance in comparison to other types of housing finance (State housing finance, socid housing,
municipa housing) will be identified and the requirements for the introduction of selected moddswill be
focused on.

Duration: 2002 - 2005.

10.1.5 Devdopment of human settlements gatigtics

Description: The Committee, together with the Conference of European Statisticians, develops and
improves internationa human settlements statistics, and publishes the Bulletin of Housing and Building
Statigtics for Europe and North America every two years.

Work accomplished: The Annud Bulletin of Housing and Building Statistics for Europe and North
Americawas published in 2000. The human settlements gatistics web Ste
(http:/Amnww.unece.org/env/hs/bulletin/) has been in operation since 1999.

Work to be undertaken: The Committee will prepare the next issue of the Bulletin of Housng
and Building Statistics for Europe and North Americato be available in dectronic formeat in




HBP/2002/2
page 6
Annex |

2002. The Bureau, with support of the secretariat, will review the deta collected in order to
gtreamline them to service priority needs.

Duration 2001 - 2005.

10.1.6 Mdgor trends characterizing human settlements deve opment

Description: The development of human settlements encompasses a wide range of changes and trends
which are not always compatible with the principles of sustainability. More knowledge of the forces
influencing the configuration of urban development and the characterigtics of the implementation of urban
policieswill be provided by studying magjor trends characterizing human settlements development and
presenting nationa experiences in formulating and implementing policies for amore sustaingble
development of human settlements.

Work accomplished: The Ninth Conference on Urban and Regiona Research took placein Leeds
(United Kingdom) on 9-12 June 2002. The main topic was sustainable and liveable cities. Three
themes were discussed: (i) urban society and economy: towards social equity through effective
planning policies and tools - A behaviourd perspective; (i) improving urban performance: urban
Sructure and ecosystems, (iii) governance and urban organization: integrated decison-making.

Work to be undertaken: The Committee will start preparations for the next conference once the topic,
the date and the venue have been decided. The Committee will continue the exchange of experiencein
the implementation of the Habitat Agenda

Durationt 2002 - 2005.
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Annex I
TENTATIVE LIST OF MEETINGS*/
Mestings
15-17 September 2003 Geneva Sixty-fourth sesson of the Committee on Human
Settlements
17-18 November 2003 GenevaThird session of the Working Party on Land Administration

*/ Bureau meetings, workshops, task force meetings and other informa consultations are not listed.



