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INTERSTATE COUNCIL ON STANDARDIZATION, METROLOGY
AND CERTIFICATION
(EURO-ASIAN COUNCIL FOR STANDARDIZATION, METROLOGY AND
CERTIFICATION - EASC) RESULTSOF 10 YEARSOF ACTIVITIES

1. March 2002 is a jubilee date for us, as 10 years have passed since the signing of the
Intergovernmental Agreement which provides the basis for consstent policy performance in the field of
standardization, metrology and certification carried out by the Euro-Asian Coundil.

2.  Thelast ten yearshave shown that adoption of the Agreement on conducting consstent policy inthe
field of standardization, metrology and certification has played akey part in the consolidation of commerad
and economic, scientific and technical co-operation, aswell as Commonwealth Independent States (CIS)
member States’ markets protection from poor qudity and unsafety products.

3.  Today itisdifficult toimagine which additiond obstacles States would face when moving towardsa
market economy if 10 years ago cumulative normative and technica potentia had not been adapted to the
exiging circumgances. If we address the history it is necessary to note the following:

4.  In December 1991 the Commonwedth of Independent States (CIS) was created on principles of
voluntarism and equd rights.

5. The Commonwedlth joined together Azerbaijan, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Republic of
Moldova, Russan Federation, Tgikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.

6. Themain objective of the Commonwedlth isto create a common free market zone on the bas's of
market relations.
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7. Itisevident that this cannot be done without a common intergovernmental standards system, a
traceability support system, and a unified order for conducting certification and testing of products.
Therefore in February 1992 & a mesting held in Minsk, the leaders of the nationd bodies for
standardization, metrology and certification made an apped to the political executives of the independent
States and brought up the necessity of sgning the intergovernmental Agreement “On the redization of a
coordinated policy in the fidld of sandardization, metrology and certification”.

8. Theapped wassgned by the standardization bodies of thefollowing countries Azerbajan, Armeniag,
Bdarus, Kazakhstan, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.

9. Later the gpped dso joined by the Heads of the nationd bodies of Kyrgyzstan, Tgikistan and
Turkmenistan, who were not present a the meeting.

10. On 13 March 1992, at the meseting of CIS member States politica executivesin Moscow, the
Agreement was Sgned.

11. Padld with the main principles of forming and pursuing a coordinated policy in the fied of

standardization, metrology and certification, the Agreement envisaged the creation of a Euro-Asan Coundl
—the body framing consstent policy and coordinating work onitsredization. It has alowed the combining
of potentias and resources of the CIS member States nationa bodiesfor standardization, metrology and
cetification, usng jointly cumulated potentiad, improving and developing normetive standardization
documents, as well as pursuing the common technica policy in these aress.

12.  Duringthelast years we succeeded in creating an optima organizationd framework for the Council
executive and technical bodiesensuring itswork inal directions of activity which arein the competence of
the Council. There are science and technical commissions or working groups, as well as the Council of
Plenipotentiaries for the Intergovernmenta Agreement on cooperation in the area of time and frequency
traceability and also more than 230 technica committees for standardization.
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13. At present, the working body is the Bureau on Standards, which is Stuated in Minsk.

14.  Sincethe moment of EASC creation 20 meetings have been held where more than 500 matterswere
considered and decisions taken ensuring coordinated action which were aimed towards improving and
raising the safety standards of products madein CIS member States, market protection from poor quality
productswhich are unsafefor life, hedth, property of citizensand the environment and aso aimed towards
providing tracesbility. Delegations of dl CIS member States, CIS Executive Committee, CIS branch
bodiesaswdll asinternationa standardization organizations and nationd standardization bodies from other
countries permanently take part in the work of the EASC mesetings. The leaders of the nationa bodiesfor
standardization, metrology and certification are a the head of the Council on arotation basis.

15.  Theman directions of the activities of the Euro-Asan Council and itsworking bodies are:

. development of normative standardization documents, including intergovernmental tandards
rules, recommendations and classfiers,

" forming, orageand maintenanceof fund of internationd, regiona and nationd standards of
other countries and ensuring the agreement of member States with these standards;

" maintenance and development of the reference base and the system of physica vaue units
trangmisson;

" intergovernmenta service of time and frequencies,

= maintenance of informeation funds of measurement instrumentation, reference sandardsand
standards reference data of substances and materias properties,

" development of rules and procedures on mutua recognition of the State testing results,
metrologicd certification, verification and cdibration of the measurement instrumentation;

" elaboration of rulesand procedures on mutua recognition of the accredited testing cdibration
and measurement | aboratories (centres), certification bodies, product certificatesand quaity
management systems,

. internationa co-operation in the field of standardization, metrology and certification and
qudity.
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16.  Intergovernmenta agreements and agreements concluded by the nationa bodiesfor sandardization,
metrology and certification within EASC make up the legd base of the activities in the fidd of
intergovernmenta standardization, metrology and certification.

17.  The Council has prepared a range of intergovernmental agreements, which were adopted & the
mesetings of CIS member States' political executives:

" the Agreement on the redlization of a coordinated policy in the fidd of standardization,
metrology and certification (13 March 1992, Moscow)

" the Agreement on cooperaion in providing thetime and frequencies traceability (9
October 1992, Bishkek);
" the Agreement on immunity from customs clearance charges, taxes and issue of trangt

permits of normative documents, reference sandards and measurement tool stransported for
the purpose of testing and metrological attestation (10 February 1995, Almaty);

. the Agreement on order of development and observance of coordinated norms and
requirements on the protection of labour and mutua supplied products (12 April 1996,
Moscow);

. The concept on development and implementation of intergovernmental standards and
sysems of certification in the fied of tourism in CIS member States.

18.  Withinthe EASC arange of agreements has been concluded and are now in effect, including the
following.

" Agreament on principlesof certification and mutua recognition of certification (4 June 1992,
? rasnodar);

" Agreement on mutua recognition of State test results and type gpprova, metrologica
certification and cdibration of measurements means as wdl as accreditation results of
laboratorieswhich carry out tests and calibration of measurements means (6 October 1992,
??2%shkent);

" Agreement on co-operation and use of reference stlandards of composition and properties of
substances and materias (6 October 1992, ?2shkent);
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19.

Agreement on co-operation in thefield of crestion and use of physical constants, substances
properties and materials data (6 October 1992, ?2shkent);

Agreement on application of unified market access mark for CIS member States products
(22 May 2001, Dushanbe) and others.

In 2000 the following documents were prepared jointly with or by CI'S Executive Committee and

sgned by the Heads of Government:

20.

The Agreement on technica barriers to a free trade ares, identifying unified principles of

technical regulation, standardization and conformity assessment in member Statesfree trade
areaharmonized with the requirements of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement
on technica barriers to trade. Ratification and implementation of this agreement in CIS
Stateswill dlow technica regulation to be carried out with the help of technica standardson
common principles found in internationd requirements. But for dl that, during the
development of such regulations international standards shall be used as the basis.
Observance of these principles will facilitate CIS States joining the WTO and will dimulate
the removal of technical barriersin the framework of the free trade areg;

Protocol on supplements and amendmentsto the Agreement on theredlization of coordinated
policies in the fidd of standardization, metrology and certification of 13 March 1992.
According to the Protocol the Agreement has been brought into conformity with the
rearrangement of CIS executive bodies which took place in 1998-1999. Instead of the
abrogated EASC working body - Technical Secretariat — it is ewisaged to create a
Standards Bureau and widen EASC competence. Besides the matters of international
dandardization, metrology and certification, EASC is charged with coordination on
accreditation in these fields.

With aview to harmonizing EASC technicd legidation exigting in the Cl Sthe following modd laws

were drawn up:

on standardization (adopted at the 10™ plenary mesting of CIS member States inter-
Parliamentary Assembly);

on provision of measurement uniformity (adopted at the 11™ plenary meeting of the inter-
Parliamentary Assembly);
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21. Theinternationa organizations for standardization (1SO, IEC) and the European Committee for
Standardization (CEN) have recognized the Euro-Asan Council as the regiona organization for

standardization. According to the rules adopted in ISO and IEC it is named “Euro-Asan Council for
Standardization, Metrology and Certification (EASC)” in English. With the above mentioned organizations
long-term agreements were Sgned on cooperation envisaging the exchange of information and normétive
documents and mutud participation in different events.

22.  Inaccordance with the signed agreements EASC hastheright to apply international and European
gandards through intergovernmental and as for the EASC member States national standards. This
facilitates maxima harmonization of intergovernmental and nationd standardswith both theinternationd and
the European standards regardless of membership and status of EASC member States in these
organizations.

23.  TheEASC web ste presentstheinformation of the Council structure and itsgoverning and working
bodies, legd and normative base, aswdll as databases, news and other current information useful for CIS
member States governmentd organizations, enterprises and foreign organizations.

24.  Nowadays the existing stock of intergovernmental standards includes more than 19,300 modern
documents. Over aperiod of time since 1992 more than 3,800 intergovernmental normative documents
have been developed and adopted. Support for existing standardsis maintained by EASC working body —
Standards Bureau jointly with the national bodies of EASC member States.

25.  When deveoping the intergovernmental normative documents, their requirements are harmonized
with international, regiona and advanced nationdl sandards. Thisestablishes conditionsfor the retention of
acommon normative and technica areadirected to theremova of technica barriersto trade and economic,
scientific and technical cooperation under market conditions, as well as encouraging the promotion of
products made in EASC member States on international and European markets.
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26.  Since 1998 work on standardization is coordinated by means of programmes development. At
present the Working Programme on intergovernmenta standardization for 2001-2003 and the following
three Task Intergovernmental Programmes are implemented:

Intergovernmental programme on standardization of light industry productsfor 1999-2002;
Intergovernmental programme on standards development in the field of safety and labour
protection on mutualy delivered products for 2000-2005;

Intergovernmental programme on the crestion and use of intergovernmenta reference
standards of composition and properties of substances and materials for 1999-2002.

27.  Thereisnow clear evidencethat thedifferent indugtrial enterprisesof member Statesbelonging to the
Agreement need up-to-date standards and are ready to take part in their devel opment.

28.  Tosummarize briefly the work done during the past 10 years.

In the region covering the territories of CIS member States the regiona organization on
gtandardization, metrology and certification was established and recognized by internationd
organizetions.

The legd basis, organizationa structure, principles of functioning and CIS members co-
ordination on equa base within the regiona organization have been crested and are
ensuring the:

= formation and redization of unified technicd policy in the fidd of standardization,
metrology and certification as well as accreditetion latdy;

= gpplication and development of a unified foundation grounded on intergovernmenta
sandards, intergovernmenta classifiers and other normative documents,

= formation of aunified reference database and tracesbility assurance system including
intergovernmental services of time and frequency, reference standards and reference
information data on materias and substances properties,

=  mutud recognition of test results and product and services certification.
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A technica database hasbeen created and al the CI S member States specidistshavebeen
trained to use modern information technology in standardization, metrologica assurance,
certification and accreditation work. Thanksto joint efforts of EASC member States, the
ClS standard automated information storageand retrieva system has been developed and
operates successfully. The system includes databases of internationa, intergovernmental

and national standards of the member States party to the Agreement. In the futureit is
planned to create databases on the technicd regulationsin ClSmember Statesand the EU.

The plan developing automated information storage and retrieval system has been
implemented. The system forms standardization plans in dectronic format, defines the
interest of States in work included in the plans and controls plan redization.

TheYear 2002 will beaturning point on this question. Starting with 2003 we haveto adopt
new technology for providing the CIS member States with normative documents in
electronic format.

I nteraction with internationa organizationsfor standardization such as1S0, IEC and CEN,
regiond and nationd organizations for dandardization of leading States has been
established.

EASC will soon undertake atask to organize cooperation on the following:

= on metrology with the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML),
= on qudity and conformity assessment with the European Organization for Qudity

(EOQ),
= onaccreditation with the Internationa Laboratory Accreditation Conference (ILAC).

* * % % *



