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POWELL:POWELL: WellWell Mr.Mr. GreenGreen wewe welcomewelcome youryour 

participationparticipation herehere todaytoday inin thethe UnitedUnited NationsNations OralOral 
,, 

HistoryHistory Program.Program. AsAs youyou knowknow wewe areare tryingtrying toto recordrecord thethe 

memoriesmemories andand impressionsimpressions ofof thosethose whowho werewere associatedassociated withwith 

thethe worldworld organizationorganization rightright fromfrom it'sit's beginnings.beginnings. 

SinceSince youyou werewere atat thethe DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks 

conversations,conversations, thethe SanSan FranciscoFrancisco Conference,Conference, thethe MeetingMeeting 

ofof thethe U.N.U.N. PreparatoryPreparatory CommissionCommission inin London,London, andand somesome ofof 

thethe earlyearly sessionssessions ofof thethe GeneralGeneral Assembly,Assembly, II thinkthink youryour 

contributioncontribution willwill bebe veryvery usefuluseful andand veryvery valuable.valuable. 

GREEN:GREEN: ThankThank you.you. 

POWELL:POWELL: Let'sLet's beginbegin withwith aa littlelittle personalpersonal 

historyhistory background.background. WhatWhat partpart ofof thethe countrycountry dodo youyou comecome 

fromfrom andand whatwhat waswas thethe naturenature ofof youryour formalformal education?education? 

GREEN:GREEN: II grewgrew upup inin KansasKansas City,City, Missouri.Missouri. 

II wentwent throughthrough highhigh schoolschool there,there, thenthen wentwent toto YaleYale 

College,College, classclass ofof '32,'32, andand tooktook aa Ph.D.Ph.D. inin internationalinternational 

relationsrelations inin 1937.1937. 
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II gotgot intointo thethe statestate DepartmentDepartment duringduring thethe 

~~ war.war. II foughtfought thethe warwar inin thethe statestate DepartmentDepartment planningplanning 

thethe peace.peace. PresidentPresident Roosevelt,Roosevelt, toto hishis greatgreat credit,credit, thethe 

minuteminute PearlPearl HarborHarbor occurredoccurred directeddirected SecretarySecretary HullHull toto 

setset upup aa post-warpost-war planningplanning staffstaff toto prepareprepare forfor thethe peacepeace 

conference,conference, becausebecause hehe hadhad seenseen thethe disasterdisaster ofof thethe WilsonWilson 

administration.administration. 

POWELL:POWELL: TheThe firstfirst recordrecord II cancan findfind inin thethe 

statestate DepartmentDepartment recordsrecords isis inin AugustAugust 19421942 whenwhen youyou werewere 

inin thethe DivisionDivision ofof SpecialSpecial Research.Research. WasWas thatthat aboutabout thethe 

timetime thatthat youyou joined?joined? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat werewere thethe naturesnatures ofof youryour 

dutiesduties then?then? 

GREEN:GREEN: SpecialSpecial Research,Research, '42?'42? 

POWELL:POWELL: ThisThis isis inin AugustAugust '42.'42. 

GREEN:GREEN: ThisThis waswas thethe post-warpost-war planningplanning staffstaff 

underunder LeoLeo Pasvolsky.Pasvolsky. 

POWELL:POWELL: Oh,Oh, thatthat waswas PasvolskyPasvolsky thenthen even?even? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. AndAnd therethere waswas oneone sectionsection onon 

whatwhat toto dodo withwith Japan,Japan, assumingassuming thatthat wewe werewere goinggoing toto winwin 

thethe war.war. WhatWhat toto dodo withwith GermanyGermany andand Japan.Japan. BoundariesBoundaries 

inin Europe.Europe. Reparations,Reparations, andand II waswas inin thethe sectionsection ofof whatwhat 
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toto dodo aboutabout thethe LeagueLeague ofof Nations,Nations, toto createcreate aa newnew 

~~ organizationorganization whichwhich waswas Pasvolsky'sPasvolsky's specialty.specialty. 

SmallSmall groupsgroups workedworked onon variousvarious partsparts ofof whatwhat 

becamebecame thethe UnitedUnited NationsNations Charter.Charter. II waswas inin thethe sectionsection 

ofof dependentdependent areasareas underunder BenjaminBenjamin GerigGerig andand RalphRalph BuncheBunche 

tryingtrying toto decidedecide whatwhat toto dodo aboutabout thethe oldold mandatedmandated 

territoriesterritories andand setset upup aa new,new, whatwhat becamebecame thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship 

system.system. 

AndAnd thatthat waswas veryvery inspiringinspiring work,work, especiallyespecially 

toto dealdeal withwith RalphRalph Bunche.Bunche. HeHe waswas oneone ofof mymy heros.heros. 

POWELL:POWELL: II waswas goinggoing toto askask youyou ---- mymy nextnext 

questionquestion waswas thatthat youyou werewere ---- II sawsaw thatthat BuncheBunche waswas inin 

thatthat area.area. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd youyou workedworked withwith himhim closely,closely, diddid 

you?you? 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. Yes.Yes. AndAnd II livedlived inin ChevyChevy 

ChaseChase inin thosethose daysdays andand wewe entertainedentertained thethe Bunches,Bunches, I'mI'm 

suresure thethe onlyonly blacksblacks everever entertainedentertained inin ChevyChevy Chase,Chase, andand 

theythey entertainedentertained usus inin theirtheir househouse overover inin southeastsoutheast 

Washington.Washington. ButBut hehe waswas aa marvelousmarvelous personperson toto workwork with.with. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd II noticednoticed whenwhen II waswas lookinglooking 

throughthrough thethe recordsrecords thatthat hehe waswas dealingdealing withwith II thinkthink 

somethingsomething calledcalled thethe NearNear EastEast andand AfricaAfrica Unit,Unit, whichwhich II 
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thoughtthought waswas veryvery appropriateappropriate inin viewview ofof hishis subsequentsubsequent 

;; assignmentassignment toto thethe U.N.U.N. inin thethe MiddleMiddle EastEast andand thenthen inin thethe 

Congo.Congo. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: DidDid youyou keepkeep inin touchtouch withwith himhim 

afterafter hehe camecame toto thethe U.N.?U.N.? BecauseBecause afterafter allall hehe waswas 

DirectorDirector inin thethe DepartmentDepartment ofof Trusteeship?Trusteeship? 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. II wouldwould trytry toto havehave lunchlunch 

withwith himhim wheneverwhenever II couldcould catchcatch him.him. HeHe waswas aa veryvery busybusy 

person,person, ofof course.course. AA marvelousmarvelous sensesense ofof humor,humor, balancebalance 

andand intelligence.intelligence. OneOne ofof thethe ablestablest menmen I'veI've everever known.known. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes,Yes, becausebecause hehe mademade aa remarkableremarkable 

transition.transition. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhenWhen hehe wentwent fromfrom therethere toto advisingadvising 

thethe Secretary-GeneralSecretary-General onon peacekeepingpeacekeeping andand allall kindskinds ofof 

things.things. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow II seesee youyou werewere inin somethingsomething 

calledcalled thethe WesternWestern EuropeanEuropean Unit,Unit, II thinkthink theythey calledcalled itit 

atat oneone time.time. WhatWhat waswas allall thatthat about?about? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't eveneven remember.remember. 

POWELL:POWELL: MaybeMaybe thatthat waswas justjust aa tabletable ofof 

organizationorganization thatthat didn'tdidn't meanmean anything.anything. 
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GREEN:GREEN: II supposesuppose so.so. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow thisthis unitunit underunder Pasvolsky,Pasvolsky, whatwhat 

waswas hehe likelike toto workwork with?with? 

GREEN:GREEN: AA veryvery dynamicdynamic individual.individual. AA firstfirst 

classclass brain.brain. BornBorn inin Russia,Russia, ofof course,course, butbut hehe hadhad aa 

masterymastery ofof English.English. HeHe taughttaught usus allall howhow toto writewrite goodgood 

English.English. AndAnd veryvery inspiringinspiring person.person. JustJust fullfull ofof ideas.ideas. 

AA realreal ideaidea man.man. AndAnd hehe waswas reputedlyreputedly aa greatgreat chesschess 

player,player, andand itit waswas fascinatingfascinating toto sitsit behindbehind himhim inin 

negotiations,negotiations, sometimessometimes withwith thethe representativerepresentative ofof thethe 

DepartmentDepartment ofof thethe TreasuryTreasury oror thethe military,military, oror sometimessometimes

withwith thethe BritishBritish oror Soviets,Soviets, andand watchwatch thethe chesschess player,player,

.. becausebecause hehe wouldwould alwaysalways startstart withwith thethe exactexact oppositeopposite ofof

whatwhat hishis positionposition was.was. 

WeWe wouldwould sitsit behindbehind himhim withwith thethe positionposition 

paperspapers andand thenthen whatwhat hehe wanted,wanted, butbut hehe wouldwould alwaysalways startstart 

withwith thethe opposite.opposite. "Now"Now telltell meme whatwhat youyou thinkthink aboutabout 

this,this, Mr.Mr. X?"X?" "Oh,nOh, that'sthat's veryvery interesting.interesting. II reallyreally 

thinkthink wewe couldcould dodo somethingsomething aboutabout that."that." AndAnd thenthen hehe 

wouldwould beginbegin toto pokepoke holes.holes. 

AfterAfter aboutabout halfhalf anan hourhour Mr.Mr. XX waswas aroundaround toto 

thethe PasvolskyPasvolsky position.position. ItIt waswas justjust fascinatingfascinating toto seesee 

thethe chesschess playerplayer inin operation.operation. 
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POWELL:POWELL: That'sThat's aa veryvery interestinginteresting story.story. 

AndAnd hehe waswas reallyreally thethe brainsbrains inin thethe division?division? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow inin thisthis divisiondivision ofof 

internationalinternational organizations,organizations, werewere youyou planningplanning justjust thethe 

U.N.U.N. oror werewere youyou workingworking onon otherother post-warpost-war 

intergovernmentalintergovernmental organizations?organizations? I'mI'm thinkingthinking ofof thingsthings 

likelike UNESCOUNESCO andand WHO,WHO, oror werewere theythey inin anotheranother organization?organization? 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink theythey werewere dealtdealt withwith 

elsewhere.elsewhere. AsAs II rememberremember thisthis waswas justjust thethe U.N.U.N. 

POWELL:POWELL: JustJust thethe U.N.U.N. 

GREEN:GREEN: WhatWhat toto dodo aboutabout it.it. 

POWELL:POWELL: BasicallyBasically thethe Charter?Charter? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd II believebelieve thatthat AlgerAlger HissHiss waswas aa 

directordirector inin youryour division.division. DidDid youyou actuallyactually knowknow him?him? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. VeryVery well.well. HeHe waswas alwaysalways 

aboveabove me,me, asas SecretarySecretary GeneralGeneral atat DumbartonDumbarton Oaks,Oaks, SanSan 

Francisco,Francisco, andand alwaysalways mymy boss.boss. AA veryvery ableable man.man. II nevernever 

understoodunderstood whatwhat happenedhappened toto him.him. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut hehe hadhad aa veryvery goodgood standingstanding inin 

thethe departmentdepartment atat thethe time?time? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, yes.yes. AnAn extremelyextremely ableable person.person. 

AndAnd hehe waswas oneone ofof thethe fewfew individualsindividuals I'veI've everever workedworked 
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withwith oror workedworked underunder whowho couldcould dealdeal withwith administrativeadministrative 

problemsproblems andand substantivesubstantive problemsproblems simultaneously.simultaneously. I'dI'd bebe 

standingstanding inin frontfront ofof hishis deskdesk andand he'dhe'd bebe onon thethe telephonetelephone 

talkingtalking aboutabout thethe vetoveto withwith somesome otherother delegationdelegation andand thenthen 

heldheld turnturn up,up, "how"how manymany limousineslimousines dodo wewe needneed toto getget fromfrom 

AA toto B?"B?" ItIt waswas oneone thingthing andand thenthen thethe other.other. HeHe couldcould 

dodo themthem simultaneously.simultaneously. AbsolutelyAbsolutely firstfirst rate.rate. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat waswas thethe lineline ofof commandcommand inin thethe 

statestate DepartmentDepartment atat thatthat time?time? DidDid PasvolskyPasvolsky reportreport 

directlydirectly toto HullHull andand laterlater toto Stettinius?Stettinius? DidDid thethe 

SecretarySecretary taketake aa personalpersonal interestinterest inin thethe futurefuture ofof thethe 

U.N.?U.N.? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes,Yes, andand II rememberremember PasvolskyPasvolsky 

reportedreported directlydirectly toto thethe Secretary.Secretary. HeHe didn'tdidn't gogo throughthrough 

anybodyanybody else,whichelse,which waswas veryvery unusualunusual inin thosethose days.days. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes,Yes, indeed.indeed. AndAnd bothboth HullHull andand 

StettiniusStettinius tooktook aa realreal interestinterest inin thethe planning?planning? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. StettiniusStettinius waswas aa marvelousmarvelous 

UndersecretaryUndersecretary ofof State.State. HeHe waswas aa greatgreat manager,manager, aa 

corporationcorporation typetype fromfrom U.S.U.S. Steel,Steel, andand hehe reallyreally broughtbrought 

thethe StateState DepartmentDepartment intointo thethe 20th20th century.century. HeHe updatedupdated 

it.it. ItIt waswas aa veryvery old-fashionedold-fashioned foreignforeign officeoffice untiluntil hehe 

tooktook overover andand justjust asas II say,say, updatedupdated it.it. AA reallyreally 

marvelousmarvelous UndersecretaryUndersecretary butbut notnot aa firstfirst raterate Secretary.Secretary. 



-8--8- JAMESJAMES GREENGREEN 
21/04/8621/04/86 

•• 

POWELL:POWELL: No.No. NowNow wewe comecome toto thethe summersummer ofof 

'44'44 andand thethe DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks Conversation.Conversation. WhoseWhose ideaidea werewere 

they?they? WasWas thatthat Pasvolsky?Pasvolsky? 

GREEN:GREEN: II reallyreally don'tdon't rememberremember whowho 

concoctedconcocted that.that. 

POWELL:POWELL: DoDo youyou recallrecall whetherwhether itit waswas 

difficultdifficult toto getget thethe ChineseChinese andand thethe BritishBritish andand thethe 

RussiansRussians toto come?come? OrOr diddid theythey ---

·GREEN:·GREEN: II don'tdon't believebelieve therethere waswas anyany 

difficulty.difficulty. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd ofof coursecourse therethere hadhad toto bebe twotwo 

setssets ofof conversations,conversations, becausebecause thethe RussiansRussians wouldn'twouldn't sitsit 

downdown withwith thethe Chinese.Chinese. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. That'sThat's right.right.

POWELL:POWELL: DoDo youyou knowknow whowho thoughtthought upup thatthat

compromisecompromise formula?formula? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: ItIt soundssounds likelike somethingsomething PasvolskyPasvolsky 

GREEN:GREEN: Probably.Probably. Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ProbablyProbably yes.yes. NowNow whywhy DumbartonDumbarton 

Oaks?Oaks? Weren'tWeren't therethere aa dozendozen moremore functionalfunctional placesplaces inin 

WashingtonWashington thanthan that?that? 
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GREEN:GREEN: II supposesuppose so,so, andand II don'tdon't knowknow whowho 

chosechose it.it. ButBut itit turnedturned outout toto bebe aa marvelousmarvelous place.place. 

ThisThis hugehuge livingroom.livingroom. TheThe househouse belongedbelonged toto thethe RobertRobert 

Wood··Wood·· Bliss.Bliss. family,family, II believe?believe? 

'POWELL:-POWELL: Yes,Yes, thethe BlissBliss family.family. 

GREEN:GREEN: AndAnd theythey simplysimply turnedturned itit overover toto 

thethe statestate DepartmentDepartment forfor thesethese conversationsconversations andand thethe bigbig 

meetingsmeetings werewere heldheld inin thethe largelarge livingliving roomroom andand thenthen 

smallersmaller committeecommittee roomsrooms allall aroundaround thethe place.place. 

II waswas thethe documentsdocuments officerofficer andand whatwhat waswas thethe 

oldold iceice room,room, beforebefore electricelectric refrigerators.refrigerators. ItIt waswas aa 

roomroom somewhatsomewhat smallersmaller thanthan this,this, aboutabout tenten byby ten,ten, wherewhere 

blocksblocks ofof iceice werewere putput inin thethe oldold days.days. MeatMeat andand hamham andand 

thingsthings werewere hunghung fromfrom thethe ceilingceiling onon greatgreat hooks.hooks. 

POWELL:POWELL: CanCan wewe saysay GreenGreen waswas putput onon ice?ice? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. AndAnd thatthat waswas mymy officeoffice forfor allall 

thethe documentsdocuments andand itit workedworked veryvery well.well. ItIt waswas justjust thethe 

rightright size.size. TheThe filefile cabinets,cabinets, soso itit waswas aa veryvery busybusy time.time. 

POWELL:POWELL: II knowknow asas youyou saidsaid AlgerAlger HissHiss waswas 

thethe SecretarySecretary GeneralGeneral ofof thethe DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks Conversations.Conversations. 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink thatthat waswas hishis title,title, yes.yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. WasWas therethere aa largelarge secretariat?·secretariat?· 

ThatThat waswas aa comparativelycomparatively smallsmall group.group. OfOf coursecourse itit 

wouldn'twouldn't bebe nearlynearly asas largelarge asas SanSan Francisco?Francisco? 
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GREEN:GREEN: OhOh no.no. ItIt waswas aa fairlyfairly smallsmall group,group, 

asas II remember.remember. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: AsAs II say,say, II waswas justjust handlinghandling 

documents.documents. II wasn'twasn't onon thethe policypolicy sideside atat all.all. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut presumablypresumably thethe U.S.U.S. underunder 

StettiniusStettinius andand PasvolskyPasvolsky broughtbrought inin thethe formform ofof aa documentdocument 

somesome detaileddetailed proposals?proposals? 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: Now,Now, whatwhat aboutabout thethe otherother threethree 

governments?governments? DidDid theythey havehave aa similarsimilar setset ofof documents?documents? 

GREEN:GREEN: AsAs II rememberremember thethe BritishBritish hadhad aa 

fairlyfairly completecomplete setset ofof proposalsproposals andand thethe SovietsSoviets diddid not,not, 

butbut I'mI'm speakingspeaking fromfrom aa veryvery shakyshaky memory.memory. 

POWELL:POWELL: DidDid youyou getget aa chance,chance, fromfrom youryour 

vantagevantage point,point, toto seesee thethe delegatesdelegates first-handfirst-hand atat workwork 

veryvery much?much? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, II wouldwould bebe goinggoing inin andand out.out. 

I'dI'd seesee them.them. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. II meanmean youyou mustmust havehave known.known.

GREEN:GREEN: Gromyko.Gromyko.

POWELL:POWELL: II waswas goinggoing toto saysay becausebecause hehe

headedheaded thethe SovietSoviet teamteam therethere ••

.. GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes.
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POWELL:POWELL: WasWas thatthat youryour firstfirst contactcontact withwith 
•• 

him?him? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. HeHe waswas aa veryvery charmingcharming 

person.person. VeryVery warm.warm. PerfectPerfect EnglishEnglish andand veryvery friendly.friendly. 

haven'thaven't seenseen himhim sincesince butbut hehe waswas aa veryvery easyeasy personperson toto 

workwork with.with. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd thethe BritishBritish sentsent alongalong aa veryvery 

strongstrong delegation.delegation. 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: GladwynnGladwynn Jebb,Jebb, ProfessorProfessor SirSir 

CharlesCharles Webster.Webster. II thinkthink hehe usedused toto bebe calledcalled thethe BritishBritish 

Pasvolsky.Pasvolsky. 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh.Oh. 

POWELL:POWELL: TheyThey II thinkthink hadhad aa considerableconsiderable 

influenceinfluence onon this.this. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. Absolutely.Absolutely. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd whatwhat aboutabout thethe Chinese?Chinese? ThereThere 

werewere atat leastleast twotwo familiarfamiliar namesnames thatthat II camecame across.across. 

WellingtonWellington Koo,Koo, whowho justjust dieddied recentlyrecently herehere inin NewNew York.York. 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, that'sthat's right.right. Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd thethe otherother oneone waswas VictorVictor Hoo,Hoo, 

whowho becamebecame thethe firstfirst ChineseChinese AssistantAssistant Secretary-GeneralSecretary-General 

ofof thethe U.N.U.N. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 
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POWELL:POWELL: DidDid theythey havehave muchmuch ofof anan input,input, oror 

werewere theythey ---

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. TheyThey reallyreally justjust signedsigned onon thethe 

dotteddotted lineline whenwhen thethe SovietSoviet conversationsconversations werewere finished.finished. 

POWELL:POWELL: TheyThey werewere justjust gladglad toto bebe there.there. 

WellWell oneone thingthing that'sthat's alwaysalways intriguedintrigued meme aboutabout thethe 

DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks meetingsmeetings isis thatthat whilewhile thethe questionquestion ofof 

trusteeshiptrusteeship waswas placedplaced onon thethe agenda,agenda, nono provisionsprovisions aboutabout 

itit werewere containedcontained inin thethe DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks Proposals.Proposals. 

ItIt waswas understoodunderstood thatthat thethe mattermatter wouldwould bebe aa 

questionquestion ofof sUbsequentsUbsequent studystudy andand wouldwould bebe placedplaced onon thethe 

agendaagenda ofof thethe U.N.U.N. CharterCharter Conference.Conference. WhyWhy waswas this?this? 

GREEN:GREEN: I'mI'm justjust guessing.guessing. AgainAgain II saysay II 

waswas onon thethe sidelinessidelines ofof thethe policypolicy decisions.decisions. I'mI'm justjust 

guessingguessing thatthat thethe BritishBritish andand thethe FrenchFrench werewere notnot tootoo 

happyhappy withwith thethe idea.idea. TheyThey justjust askedasked toto havehave itit postponedpostponed 

andand theythey postponedpostponed it.it. 

TheThe samesame thingthing waswas truetrue ofof humanhuman rights.rights. 

There'sThere's nothingnothing inin thethe DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks ProposalProposal aboutabout humanhuman 

rights.rights. 

POWELL:POWELL: That'sThat's right.right. 

GREEN:GREEN: ThatThat camecame atat SanSan Francisco.Francisco. 
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POWELL:POWELL: NowNow whatwhat waswas thethe atmosphereatmosphere duringduring 

Dumbarton WereWere issuesissues thatthatthethe Oumbarton OaksOaks meetings?meetings? therethere anyany 

gavegave aa sensesense ofof crisiscrisis toto thethe meetings?meetings? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink so,so, butbut againagain I'mI'm justjust 

speakingspeaking fromfrom thethe documentsdocuments room.room. TheThe iceice box.box. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut II meanmean youyou didn'tdidn't getget aa sensesense 

ofof ---

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. NoNo crisis.crisis. 

POWELL:POWELL: crisis.crisis. NowNow DumbartonNoNo thethe Oumbarton OaksOaks 

ConversationsConversations werewere supposedsupposed toto havehave beenbeen conductedconducted inin 

secrecy.secrecy. 

GREENiGREENi Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut II havehave readread thatthat ScottyScotty Reston,Reston, 

JamesJames RestonReston ofof thethe NewNew YorkYork TimesTimes carriedcarried veryvery promptprompt andand 

veryvery accurateaccurate reportsreports ofof thethe proceedings.proceedings. 

GREEN:GREEN: EveryEvery dayday onon thethe frontfront page.page. Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: DidDid ihisihis inin anyany wayway jeopardizejeopardize thethe 

outcomeoutcome ofof thethe meetings?meetings? 

GREEN:GREEN: No,No, butbut itit waswas terriblyterribly embarrassingembarrassing 

toto thethe documentsdocuments officerofficer toto havehave hishis documentsdocuments publishedpublished 

thethe dayday afterafter byby Mr.Mr. Reston.Reston. 

POWELL:POWELL: DidDid anyoneanyone everever discoverdiscover howhow hehe gotgot 

thethe documents?documents? 
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GREEN:GREEN: WellWell that'sthat's aa storystory whichwhich II can'tcan't 

prove,prove, butbut thethe U.S.U.S. delegationdelegation waswas veryvery unhappyunhappy aboutabout thisthis 

andand amongamong themthem waswas AdmiralAdmiral TrainTrain whowho hadhad beenbeen inin NavyNavy 

Intelligence.Intelligence. 

POWELL:POWELL: RussellRussell Train,Train, wasn'twasn't it?it? 

GREEN:GREEN: RussellRussell Train.Train. 

POWELL:POWELL: II thinkthink so.so. Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: AndAnd hehe saidsaid wellwell let'slet's justjust havehave aa 

testtest run.run. TomorrowTomorrow youyou distributedistribute thethe BritishBritish andand SovietSoviet 

documentsdocuments butbut youyou holdhold backback thethe AmericanAmerican documents,documents, whichwhich 

II did,did, andand Mr.Mr. RestonReston hadhad themthem all.all. SoSo hehe obviouslyobviously 

didn'tdidn't getget themthem fromfrom thethe Americans.Americans. 

AndAnd Reston,Reston, whenwhen hehe gotgot thethe PulitzerPulitzer PrizePrize 

offoff me,me, said,said, II thinkthink inin hishis acceptanceacceptance speechspeech butbut itit maymay 

havehave beenbeen later,later, thatthat governmentsgovernments areare thethe onlyonly vesselsvessels 

thatthat leakleak atat thethe top.top. 

AndAnd II learnedlearned fromfrom somesome sourcesource laterlater thatthat hehe 

gotgot hishis documentsdocuments fromfrom thethe BritishBritish Ambassador.Ambassador. 

POWELL:POWELL: IsIs thatthat so?so? WellWell that'sthat's anan 

interestinginteresting storystory toto havehave onon thethe record.record. 

GREEN:GREEN: II can'tcan't proveprove it.it. 

POWELL:POWELL: No.No. ButBut thatthat isis interesting.interesting. 

GREEN:GREEN: ButBut thatthat waswas mymy mostmost embarrassingembarrassing 

officialofficial life.life. 
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POWELL:POWELL: WellWell II meanmean youyou can'tcan't bebe 

.... responsibleresponsible forfor thethe BritishBritish Ambassador.Ambassador. 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat werewere thethe issues?issues? DidDid 

StetStet tintin iusius havehave toto referrefer anyany ofof thethe DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks 

decisionsdecisions toto thethe President,ifPresident,if youyou recall?recall? 

GREEN:GREEN: II justjust wouldn'twouldn't know.know. NotNot thatthat 

knowknow of.of. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. AndAnd whenwhen thethe DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks 

meetingsmeetings werewere over,over, whatwhat waswas thethe feelingfeeling aroundaround statethethe State 

DepartmentDepartment ofof thethe results?results? HadHad asas muchmuch beenbeen accomplishedaccomplished 

asas hadhad beenbeen expected?expected? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, II thinkthink so.so. II thinkthink theythey werewere 

pleased.pleased. 

POWELL:POWELL: II meanmean II knowknow thatthat therethere waswas 

disappointmentdisappointment aboutabout oneone issueissue thatthat hadhad beenbeen leftleft 

unresolved,unresolved, thethe votingvoting formulaformula andand thethe SecuritySecurity Council.Council. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes.

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut thatthat waswas inevitableinevitable andand hadhad
\\ 

gonegone rightright toto thethe toptop atat Yalta.Yalta. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow presumablypresumably afterafter DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks 

youyou wentwent backback toto youryour jobjob atat statethethe State Department.Department. IsIs 

thatthat correct?correct? 

II 
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GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink so.so. Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: And'youAnd'you continuedcontinued toto concernconcern 

yourselfyourself withwith post-warpost-war internationalinternational organizationorganization matters?matters? 

~GREEN:~GREEN: Yes.Yes. EspeciallyEspecially inin thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship 

fieldfield thatthat waswas comingcoming up.up. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow atat thethe YaltaYalta MeetingMeeting inin earlyearly 

1945,1945, thethe BigBig ThreeThree hadhad severalseveral questionsquestions relatingrelating toto thethe 

U.N.U.N. toto discussdiscuss andand settle.settle. WeWe mentionedmentioned thethe votingvoting 

formulaformula forfor thethe SecuritySecurity Council.Council. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThenThen therethere waswas Stalin'sStalin's requestrequest forfor 

separateseparate membershipmembership inin thethe organizationorganization forfor eacheach ofof thethe 

SovietSoviet Republics,Republics, andand finallyfinally therethere waswas thethe questionquestion ofof 

thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship provisionsprovisions inin thethe Charter.Charter. 

II gathergather thatthat anan agreementagreement alongalong thethe 

followingfollowing lineslines waswas arrivedarrived atat atat Yalta.Yalta. TheThe fivefive 

permanentpermanent membersmembers ofof thethe SecuritySecurity CouncilCouncil shouldshould consultconsult 

withwith eacheach otherother priorprior toto thethe CharterCharter ConferenceConference onon 

providingproviding machinerymachinery inin thethe CharterCharter forfor dealingdealing withwith 

territorialterritorial trusteeships.trusteeships. 

GREEN:GREEN: Um-hmm.Um-hmm. 

POWELL:POWELL: TheseThese trusteestrusteeshipships wouldwould applyapply toto 

existingexisting mandatesmandates ofof thethe LeagueLeague ofof Nations,Nations, territoriesterritories toto 

bebe detacheddetached fromfrom thethe enemyenemy statesstates atat thethe endend ofof thethe war,war, 
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andand anyany otherother territoryterritory thatthat mightmight bebe voluntarilyvoluntarily placedplaced 

~ underunder trusteeship.trusteeship.~

ItIt waswas furtherfurther agreedagreed atat YaltaYalta thatthat atat thethe 

CharterCharter ConferenceConference therethere wouldwould bebe nono discussiondiscussion ofof 

specificspecific territories,territories, onlyonly thethe machinerymachinery andand thethe 

principlesprinciples ofof trusteeship.trusteeship. 

DoDo youyou recallrecall whosewhose initiativeinitiative thisthis 

formulationformulation waswas proposed?proposed? 

GREEN:GREEN: II waswas notnot atat Yalta.Yalta. 

POWELL:POWELL: II didn'tdidn't knowknow whetherwhether thisthis waswas 

somethingsomething thatthat mightmight havehave beenbeen workedworked outout inin thethe divisiondivision 

ofof dependentdependent stateterritoriesterritories inin thethe State Department.Department. 

GREEN:GREEN: II justjust don'tdon't remember.remember. I'mI'm sorry.sorry. 

POWELL:POWELL: BecauseBecause itit waswas aa veryvery interestinginteresting 

formulation.formulation. 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd II thinkthink itit waswas accepted.accepted. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ByBy allall ofof thethe governments,governments, andand thenthen 

subsequentlysubsequently theythey hadhad toto carrycarry outout thisthis consultation.consultation. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow whenwhen andand underunder whatwhat 

circumstancescircumstances werewere youyou assignedassigned toto thethe SanSan FranciscoFrancisco 

Conference?Conference? 
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GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink itit waswas AlgerAlger HissHiss whowho 

apparentlyapparently waswas pleasedpleased withwith mymy workwork asas documentsdocuments officer,officer, 

soso II waswas technicallytechnically documentsdocuments officerofficer outout atat SanSan 

Francisco.Francisco. 

POWELL:POWELL: You'reYou're listedlisted inin thethe directorydirectory asas 

oneone ofof hishis assistants.assistants. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat werewere youryour dutiesduties there?there? 

GREEN:GREEN: Well,Well, justjust againagain makingmaking suresure thatthat 

allall thethe delegationsdelegations gotgot theirtheir paperspapers onon time,time, whichwhich waswas 

muchmuch moremore complicatedcomplicated thanthan DumbartonDumbarton Oaks,Oaks, ofof course.course. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes,Yes, becausebecause youyou hadhad aa documentsdocuments 

officer.officer. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: II believebelieve BillBill BruceBruce waswas thethe 

documentsdocuments officer.officer. No,No, hehe waswas thethe distributiondistribution officer.officer. 

WaldoWaldo ChamberlainChamberlain waswas thethe documentsdocuments officer.officer. AA lotlot ofof 

peoplepeople II knewknew fromfrom thosethose days.days. 

GREEN:GREEN: II probablyprobably diddid aa lotlot ofof thethe work.work. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow oneone thingthing that'sthat's alwaysalways 

intriguedintrigued me,me, howhow longlong inin advanceadvance diddid thethe StateState DepartmentDepartment 

startstart planningplanning forfor SanSan Francisco?Francisco? ObviouslyObviously youyou couldn'tcouldn't 

mountmount aa majormajor conferenceconference inin thethe fewfew weeksweeks betweenbetween thethe 

YaltaYalta MeetingMeeting andand AprilApril 25th.25th. 
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GREEN:GREEN: NoNo •• 
•• 

POWELL:POWELL: SoSo youyou mustmust havehave beenbeen planning.planning. 

WhetherWhether youyou knewknew itit waswas goinggoing toto bebe inin SanSan FranciscoFrancisco oror 

somesome otherother location,location, youyou mustmust havehave beenbeen layinglaying outout thethe 

basicbasic principlesprinciples ofof thethe conference?conference? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, II thinkthink so.so. OnceOnce DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks 

waswas overover thethe workwork beganbegan onon aa muchmuch moremore elaborateelaborate fashion.fashion. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: PlansPlans forfor thethe SanSan FranciscoFrancisco 

Conference.Conference. OneOne ofof thethe manymany interestinginteresting featuresfeatures ofof SanSan 

FranciscoFrancisco waswas thatthat thethe minuteminute itit waswas announcedannounced thatthat thethe 

conferenceconference wouldwould bebe heldheld there,there, thethe statestate DepartmentDepartment 

simplysimply inundatedinundated byby telephonetelephone calls,calls, telegrams,telegrams, letters,letters, 

whatnot,whatnot, everyevery privateprivate organization,organization, whatwhat wewe nownow callcall NGO,NGO, 

wantedwanted toto bebe representedrepresented atat SanSan FranciscoFrancisco 

AndAnd II waswas putput inin chargecharge ofof keepingkeeping thethe filefile 

andand acknowledgingacknowledging thethe lettersletters andand soso forth.forth. II sortedsorted themthem 

out.out. Labor,Labor, veterans,veterans, women,women, whatnot,whatnot, andand itit gotgot upup toto 

threethree oror fourfour hundred.hundred. SomebodySomebody aboveabove meme telephonedtelephoned SanSan 

FranciscoFrancisco andand theythey saidsaid therethere simplysimply won'twon't bebe roomroom inin thethe 

hotelshotels andand thethe assemblyassembly halls.halls. YouYou havehave toto givegive prioritypriority 

toto thethe delegations.delegations. 

WeWe cancan taketake forty,forty, fortyforty organizations.organizations. SoSo 

eventuallyeventually itit endedended upup toto bebe 42.42. WeWe werewere mademade consultantsconsultants 
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toto thethe states TheThe wordword NGONGO camecame ininUnitedUnited States Delegation.Delegation. 

later,later, butbut therethere waswas 4242 consultantsconsultants and,and, againagain 

POWELL:POWELL: WhoWho hadhad thethe jobjob ofof pickingpicking thethe 42?42? 

GREEN:GREEN: Well,Well, AlgerAlger HissHiss andand thethe WhiteWhite HouseHouse 

gotgot involvedinvolved inin this,this, pickingpicking outout thethe keykey ones.ones. MyMy lowlow 

pointpoint waswas goinggoing downdown thethe streetstreet oneone morningmorning toto telltell thethe 

presidentpresident ofof thethe DaughtersDaughters ofof thethe AmericanAmerican RevolutionRevolution thatthat 

theythey werewere notnot invited.invited. 

ButBut itit workedworked veryvery well.well. TheThe fortyforty waswas 

stretchedstretched toto 4242 andand youyou hadhad aa veryvery representativerepresentative groupgroup ofof 

allall differentdifferent fieldsfields ofof AmericanAmerican lifelife outout there.there. ItIt waswas 

theythey whowho pushedpushed humanhuman rightsrights intointo thethe Charter.Charter. NeitherNeither ofof 

thethe majormajor powerspowers waswas atat allall interestedinterested inin humanhuman rights.rights. 

NeitherNeither thethe U.S.U.S. nornor thethe Soviets.Soviets. 

ButBut thethe NGOsNGOs lobbiedlobbied andand lobbiedlobbied andand theythey 

gotgot RomuloRomulo ofof thethe Philippines,Philippines, Dr.Dr. EvattEvatt ofof Australia,Australia, andand 

Mr.Mr. FraserFraser ofof NewNew ZealandZealand onon theirtheir sideside andand thosethose threethree 

pushedpushed humanhuman rightsrights intointo thethe charter.charter. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd ofof coursecourse theythey werewere alsoalso 

lobbyinglobbying forfor consultativeconsultative statusstatus inin thethe economiceconomic council.council. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. That'sThat's right.right. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow anotheranother keykey person,person, II believebelieve 

hehe waswas workingworking veryvery closelyclosely withwith AlgerAlger Hiss,Hiss, isis EastonEaston 

Rothwell.Rothwell. 
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GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: He'sHe's designateddesignated asas ExecutiveExecutive 

Secretary.Secretary. NowNow howhow diddid hishis responsibilityresponsibility jibejibe withwith thosethose 

ofof AlgerAlger Hiss?Hiss? II guessguess therethere waswas plentyplenty forfor everybodyeverybody toto 

do?do? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, yes.yes. Yes.Yes. He,He, II think,think, justjust 

tooktook ordersorders fromfrom Hiss.Hiss. EastonEaston waswas aa veryvery ableable andand activeactive 

person.person. 

POWELL:POWELL: AtAt thethe SanSan FranciscoFrancisco Conference,Conference, 

diddid HissHiss concentrateconcentrate onon thethe administrativeadministrative sideside ofof thethe 

conferenceconference oror waswas hehe involvedinvolved inin thethe politicalpolitical side?side? NowNow 

hehe wasn'twasn't onon thethe delegation.delegation. 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. No.No. HeHe waswas thethe Secretariat.Secretariat. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: SoSo toto speak.speak. HeHe waswas theoreticallytheoretically 

anan internationalinternational secretariat.secretariat. II thinkthink therethere waswas oneone 

CanadianCanadian andand oneone BritishBritish involved.involved. 

POWELL:POWELL: II waswas goinggoing toto saysay itit waswas 9999 

percentpercent American.American. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ItIt hadhad toto be.be. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. ButBut technicallytechnically itit waswas anan 

internationalinternational secretariat.secretariat. 
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POWELL:POWELL: Now,Now, diddid youryour dutiesduties inin SanSan 

FranciscoFrancisco permitpermit youyou toto followfollow inin detaildetail thethe workwork ofof anyany 

particularparticular commissioncommission oror committee?committee? I'mI'm thinkingthinking inin 

particularparticular ofof thethe committeecommittee forfor ofof thethe commissioncommission to,to, 

whichwhich waswas responsibleresponsible forfor draftingdrafting thethe provisionsprovisions inin thethe 

CharterCharter forfor anan internationalinternational trusteeshiptrusteeship system.system. 

GREEN:GREEN: No,No, II waswas purelypurely onon thethe mechanicalmechanical 

side.side. 

POWELL:POWELL: II see.see. BecauseBecause II findfind itit recordedrecorded 

thatthat inin May,May, justjust overover aa monthmonth beforebefore thethe conferenceconference 

concluded,concluded, thethe BigBig FiveFive plusplus AustraliaAustralia putput inin aa workingworking 

paperpaper onon thethe subjectsubject ofof thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship system,system, toto thethe 

committee,committee, andand itsits oftenoften intriguedintrigued meme whywhy thethe BigBig FiveFive 

plusplus Australia?Australia? And,And, ofof course,course, AustraliaAustralia waswas goinggoing toto bebe 

oneone ofof thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship powers.powers. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: II don'tdon't knowknow howhow EvattEvatt gotgot inin onon 

thatthat one.one. 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't know.know. HeHe waswas aa veryvery dynamicdynamic 

person.person. 

POWELL:POWELL: YesYes hehe was.was. 

GREEN:GREEN: HeHe pushedpushed hishis wayway in,in, probably.probably. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. WeWe werewere mentioningmentioning earlierearlier 

thatthat atat DumbartonDumbarton OaksOaks youyou sawsaw GromykoGromyko forfor thethe firstfirst time.time. 
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GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow atat SanSan FranciscoFrancisco werewere youyou ableable 

toto watch,watch, say,say, aa manman likelike MolotovMolotov atat all?all? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. I'dI'd justjust seesee himhim atat aa distance.distance.

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes.

GREEN:GREEN: I'dI'd nevernever metmet him.him.

POWELL:POWELL: HowHow aboutabout ourour ownown delegation?delegation? NowNow

wewe hadhad HaroldHarold Stassen,Stassen, DeanDean VirginiaVirginia Gildersleeve,Gildersleeve, peoplepeople 

ofof thatthat caliber.caliber. 

GREEN:GREEN: ItIt waswas aa veryvery strongstrong delegation.delegation. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: OfOf thethe AmericanAmerican contingentcontingent whenwhen thethe 

CharterCharter waswas signedsigned onlyonly StassenStassen andand II survive.survive. 

POWELL:lsPOWELL: Is thatthat so?so? 

GREEN:GREEN: II wentwent outout forfor thethe fortiethfortieth 

anniversaryanniversary atat thethe endend ofof June,June, justjust aa sentimentalsentimental journey.journey. 

POWELL:POWELL: VeryVery good!good! 

GREEN:GREEN: AndAnd stassenstassen andand II congratulatedcongratulated 

ourselvesourselves onon ourour longevity.longevity. 

POW ELL : (laughs)(laughs)POWELL: 

GREEN:GREEN: BecauseBecause therethere areare onlyonly twotwo ofof thethe 

AmericanAmerican ceremony.ceremony. 

POWELL:POWELL: IsIs thatthat so?so? That'sThat's fascinating,fascinating, 

yes.yes. 
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GREEN:GREEN: InIn hishis earlyearly daysdays hehe waswas slenderslender andand 

~~ balding.balding. TodayToday hehe isis plumpplump withwith aa reddishreddish brownbrown hairpiece.hairpiece. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) 

GREEN:GREEN: II wouldn'twouldn't havehave recognizedrecognized himhim ifif II 

hadhad metmet himhim onon thethe street.street. 

POWELL:POWELL: Really?Really? II thinkthink hehe liveslives inin 

Philadelphia.Philadelphia. 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink so.so. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow thethe British,British, theythey hadhad twotwo 

futurefuture PrimePrime MinistersMinisters onon thatthat team.team. ThereThere waswas ClementClement 

AttleeAttlee andand AnthonyAnthony Eden.Eden. 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, yes.yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: II meanmean that'sthat's inin additionaddition toto thatthat 

strongstrong teamteam thatthat theythey hadhad alreadyalready broughtbrought toto DumbartonDumbarton 

Oaks.Oaks. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes.

POWELL:POWELL: DidDid youyou seesee anythinganything ofof EdenEden oror

Attlee?Attlee? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. JustJust atat aa distance.distance. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd ofof coursecourse thethe French,French, theythey hadhad 

GeorgesGeorges Bidault.Bidault. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: II havehave notnot readread anan estimateestimate ofof thethe 

influenceinfluence ofof thethe FrenchFrench atat SanSan Francisco.Francisco. II don'tdon't know,know, 

•• 
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beyondbeyond tryingtrying toto getget FrenchFrench toto bebe aa workingworking languagelanguage ofof 

~~ thethe U.N.U.N. (laughs)(laughs) II knowknow that.that. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. WellWell theythey wonwon thatthat point.point. 

There'sThere's anan amusingamusing littlelittle pointpoint onon thatthat one.one. TheThe BritishBritish 

andand thethe AmericansAmericans insistedinsisted onon thethe UnitedUnited NationsNations "is""is" andand 

"does""does" youyou see.see. AA pluralplural subjectsubject withwith aa singularsingular verb.verb. 

TheThe FrenchFrench said,said, "no."no. NoNo way."way." 

AndAnd soso itit becamebecame (speaks(speaks French).French).

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs)

GREEN:GREEN: FrenchFrench grammargrammar tooktook priority.priority.

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. II hadhad aa friend,friend, aa FrenchmanFrenchman

whowho hadhad spentspent thethe warwar inin NewNew York.York. AsAs hehe putput itit inin thethe 

ParkPark AvenueAvenue Underground,Underground, andand whenwhen thethe FrenchFrench delegationdelegation 

camecame toto NewNew YorkYork theythey pickedpicked himhim upup andand theythey said,said, "Rene,"Rene, 

you'reyou're comingcoming toto SanSan FranciscoFrancisco withwith us,us, andand youyou havehave oneone 

job,job, andand thatthat isis toto makemake suresure thatthat FrenchFrench becomesbecomes oneone ofof 

thethe workingworking languageslanguages ofof thethe U.N."U.N." (laughs)(laughs) 

GREEN:GREEN: VeryVery good.good. 

POWELL:POWELL: WeWe werewere alsoalso mentioningmentioning Romulo.Romulo. HeHe 

waswas anotheranother fascinatingfascinating character.character. II believebelieve thatthat hehe waswas 

keenlykeenly interestedinterested inin thethe rolerole ofof dependentdependent territories.territories. 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, II thinkthink so.so. Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: DidDid youyou seesee muchmuch ofof him?him? 
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GREEN:GREEN: JustJust atat aa distance,distance, andand atat thisthis 

fortiethfortieth anniversary,anniversary, ofof thethe originalsoriginals Stassen,Stassen, RomuloRomulo andand 

Dr.Dr. MalikMalik ofof Lebanon.Lebanon. 

POWELL:POWELL: Oh,Oh, diddid Dr.Dr. MalickMalick comecome there?there? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes,Yes, hehe waswas therethere andand II wentwent upup andand 

introducedintroduced myselfmyself becausebecause II hadhad knownknown himhim inin CommitteeCommittee 

ThreeThree inin Mrs.Mrs. Roosevelt'sRoosevelt's day.day. RomuloRomulo waswas inin aa wheelchairwheelchair 

andand ofof coursecourse dieddied aa fewfew monthsmonths later.later. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: ButBut hehe waswas aa veryvery colorful,colorful, veryvery 

ableable person,person, I'mI'm sure.sure. 

POWELL:POWELL: HeHe waswas oneone ofof thethe firstfirst personspersons wewe 

interviewedinterviewed inin thisthis OralOral HistoryHistory Program.Program. OneOne ofof thethe lastlast 

timestimes hehe camecame toto NewNew York.York. 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, forfor heaven'sheaven's sake.sake. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. NowNow sincesince youyou werewere workingworking inin 

thethe SecretariatSecretariat andand atat SanSan Francisco,Francisco, presumablypresumably youyou werewere 

notnot privyprivy toto aa lotlot ofof thethe behind-the-scenesbehind-the-scenes discussion?discussion? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: AmongAmong thethe delegations.delegations. 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: AtAt thethe samesame timetime SecretariatSecretariat 

members,members, asas II knowknow fromfrom experience,experience, havehave aa prettypretty closeclose 

knowledgeknowledge ofof what'swhat's goinggoing on.on. 
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GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: FromFrom youryour viewpointviewpoint diddid youyou everever 

havehave aa feelingfeeling thatthat thethe conferenceconference mightmight fail?fail? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink so,so, butbut againagain mymy 

memorymemory isis veryvery hazyhazy onon that.that. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. Alright.Alright. WhatWhat waswas thethe 

relationshiprelationship betweenbetween thethe SecretariatSecretariat andand thethe variousvarious 

delegationsdelegations inin SanSan Francisco?Francisco? YouYou livedlived andand workedworked 

cheek-by-jowl,cheek-by-jowl, asas itit were,were, forfor aboutabout twotwo months.months. DidDid thethe 

delegationsdelegations cooperatecooperate andand understandunderstand theirtheir problems?problems? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, II thinkthink so.so. 

POWELL:POWELL: WereWere theythey suspicioussuspicious ofof aa 

SecretariatSecretariat thatthat ofof necessitynecessity waswas primarilyprimarily American?American? 

GREEN:GREEN: NotNot thatthat II remember,remember, andand theythey hadhad 

suchsuch respectrespect forfor AlgerAlger Hiss.Hiss. 

POWELL:POWELL: TheyThey did.did. 

GREEN:GREEN: HisHis intelligenceintelligence andand ability.ability. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut therethere waswas aa goodgood interaction?interaction? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. AsAs farfar asas II know.know. Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: Good.Good. Now,Now, II believebelieve thatthat we'rewe're 

almostalmost upup toto JuneJune 26th,26th, andand youyou hadhad aa specialspecial assignmentassignment 

onon thethe dayday thatthat thethe CharterCharter waswas signed.signed. TellTell usus aboutabout 

thatthat •• 

••
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GREEN:GREEN: Well,Well, II waswas askedasked toto bebe stateState 

DepartmentDepartment UsherUsher forfor PresidentPresident TrumanTruman whowho hadhad flownflown outout toto 

addressaddress thethe conferenceconference II thinkthink thethe nightnight before,before, oror thethe 

afternoonafternoon before,before, andand thenthen waswas toto witnesswitness thethe signingsigning byby 

statesthethe UnitedUnited States Delegation.Delegation. 

AlgerAlger HissHiss askedasked meme toto bebe hishis usher,usher, andand 

someonesomeone elseelse waswas usherusher forfor thethe delegationdelegation proper,proper, soso I'mI'm 

inin allall thethe photographs,photographs, asas youyou sawsaw thisthis morning,morning, standingstanding 

behindbehind PresidentPresident Truman.Truman. 

ItIt waswas aa moremore poignantpoignant occasionoccasion thanthan II hadhad 

realizedrealized whenwhen II pickedpicked upup thethe paperspapers thethe nextnext dayday becausebecause 

SecretarySecretary ofof statestate StettiniusStettinius waswas thethe firstfirst toto sign,sign, andand 

hishis handshands werewere shakingshaking visibly.visibly. HeHe said,said, "well"well can'tcan't II 

justjust fakefake thisthis andand dodo itit later?"later?" 

Well,Well, thisthis waswas beforebefore thethe daysdays ofof televisiontelevision 

soso theythey calledcalled thethe newsreelnewsreel cameramencameramen downdown andand hehe said,said, 

"no,"no, Mr.Mr. Secretary.Secretary. WeWe havehave aa telescopictelescopic lenslens onon toto pickpick 

upup everyevery signature,signature, andand we'rewe're goinggoing toto sendsend themthem offoff toto 

GuatemalaGuatemala andand LuxemborgLuxemborg asas souvenirs."souvenirs." 

"Alright."Alright. I'llI'll sign."sign." HeHe hadhad justjust beenbeen 

firedfired thatthat morning.morning. 

POWELL:POWELL: AsAs SecretarySecretary ofof State?State? 

GREEN:GREEN: AsAs SecretarySecretary ofof StateState byby thethe littlelittle 

PresidentPresident standingstanding behindbehind him,him, andand hehe waswas visiblyvisibly 
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shaking.shaking. AndAnd thethe reasonreason waswas obvious,obvious, inin retrospect,retrospect, afterafter 

•• itit occurred.occurred. InIn thosethose days,days, underunder thethe ActAct ofof Congress,Congress, ifif 

thethe PresidentPresident dieddied oror waswas incapacitatedincapacitated withoutwithout aa ViceVice 

President,President, asas waswas thethe casecase ofof Truman,Truman, thethe SecretarySecretary ofof 

StateState becamebecame President.President. 

EverybodyEverybody inin thethe WhiteWhite HouseHouse agreedagreed thatthat EdEd 

StettiniusStettinius waswas notnot upup toto thethe toptop jobjob andand aa rumprump sessionsession ofof 

thethe CabinetCabinet waswas calledcalled byby thethe SecretarySecretary ofof thethe Navy,Navy, JamesJames 

Forrestal,Forrestal, andand ForrestalForrestal wentwent toto thethe PresidentPresident andand saidsaid 

thatthat wewe allall agreeagree thatthat EdEd StettiniusStettinius shouldshould notnot continuecontinue 

aiai SecretarySecretary ofof StateState andand wewe wouldwould urgeurge youyou toto findfind 

someonesomeone withwith aa broadbroad politicalpolitical base.base. 

TrumanTruman couldn'tcouldn't waitwait forfor thethe conferenceconference toto 

end.end. TheThe lastlast day,day, thethe morningmorning ofof thethe lastlast dayday whenwhen thethe 

CharterCharter waswas signedsigned hehe firedfired StettiniusStettinius andand announcedannounced thethe 

nextnext dayday thatthat JamesJames F.F. Burns,Burns, SenatorSenator Burns,Burns, wouldwould becomebecome 

thethe SecretarySecretary ofof State.State. 

TheThe lawlaw hashas nownow beenbeen changedchanged thatthat inin casecase 

thethe PresidentPresident diesdies withoutwithout aa ViceVice PresidentPresident thethe SpeakerSpeaker ofof 

thethe HouseHouse inherits,inherits, whichwhich isis muchmuch moremore sensible.sensible. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut Stettinius,Stettinius, ofof course,course, diddid staystay 

onon forfor somesome timetime asas thethe firstfirst permanentpermanent representativerepresentative toto 

thethe U.N.U.N. 

GREEN:GREEN: II believebelieve so,so, yes.yes. 
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POWELL:POWELL: BecauseBecause hehe waswas inin London.London. II sawsaw 

•• himhim there.there. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: HowHow diddid theythey dodo thethe actualactual 

signing?signing? DidDid theythey dodo itit inin alphabeticalalphabetical order?order? OrOr howhow 

diddid theythey taketake thethe signingsigning ofof thethe Charter?Charter? WasWas thatthat quitequite 

aa soundsound one?one? ItIt mustmust havehave beenbeen oneone ofof thethe thingsthings toto workwork 

out.out. 

GREEN:GREEN: ItIt waswas aa veryvery complicatedcomplicated ceremonyceremony 

andand II waswas oneone ofof thethe headhead ushers.ushers. II gotgot itit organized.organized. ItIt 

waswas supposedsupposed toto bebe completelycompletely alphabetical,alphabetical, butbut theythey brokebroke 

thethe orderorder inin thethe afternoonafternoon soso thatthat PresidentPresident TrumanTruman waswas inin 

towntown andand couldcould bebe there.there. 

SoSo thethe UnitedUnited StatesStates camecame somewheresomewhere inin thethe 

middlemiddle ofof thethe ceremony,ceremony, justjust toto accomodateaccomodate thethe President.President. 

ArgentinaArgentina andand Guatemala,Guatemala, whowho werewere supposedsupposed toto comecome firstfirst 

andand sixth,sixth, askedasked thatthat theythey comecome atat thethe endend afterafter thethe 

UnitedUnited KingdomKingdom signedsigned becausebecause theythey werewere fearfulfearful thatthat thethe 

UnitedUnited Kingdom,Kingdom, inin thethe casecase ofof Argentina,Argentina, mightmight taketake anan 

exceptionexception toto thethe MalvinasMalvinas Islands.Islands. 

ItIt waswas thethe firstfirst timetime I'dI'd everever heardheard ofof thethe 

MalvinasMalvinas Islands.Islands. NotNot thethe lastlast time.time.

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs)
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GREEN:GREEN: GuatemalaGuatemala waswas afraidafraid thatthat thethe 

•• BritishBritish mightmight taketake anan exceptionexception toto Belize,Belize, whichwhich waswas aa 

disputeddisputed territory,territory, soso theythey camecame last.last. AndAnd thethe British,British, 

ofof course,course, putput inin nono reservationsreservations atat all.all. SoSo theythey signedsigned 

last,last, outout ofof order.order. SoSo there'sthere's twotwo veryvery specialspecial politicalpolitical 

reasons.reasons. ButBut itit waswas aa veryvery complicatedcomplicated business,business, 

alphabetically.alphabetically. 

POWELL:POWELL: HowHow diddid youyou feelfeel whenwhen thethe signingsigning 

waswas overover thatthat day,day, Mr.Mr. Green?Green? DidDid youyou thinkthink thatthat thethe 

governmentgovernment hadhad donedone aa crediblecredible job?job? HadHad theythey putput togethertogether 

aa workableworkable andand effectiveeffective instrument?instrument? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, II thinkthink so,so, yes.yes. GrantedGranted allall 

thethe difficultiesdifficulties it'sit's aa prettypretty goodgood documentdocument andand it'sit's heldheld 

upup veryvery well.well. 

POWELL:POWELL: That'sThat's mymy nextnext question.question. II waswas 

goinggoing toto saysay lookinglooking backback overover fortyforty years,years, andand inin thatthat 

intervalinterval wewe havehave hadhad thethe arrivalarrival ofof thethe nuclearnuclear age.age. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: TheThe completion,completion, almost,almost, ofof thethe 

decolonizationdecolonization process,process, andand thethe emergenceemergence ofof scoresscores ofof newnew 

nations.nations. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: IsIs thethe CharterCharter ofof 19451945 adequateadequate forfor 

thethe worldworld today?today? OrOr doesdoes itit needneed drasticdrastic revision?revision? 

1111 
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GREEN:GREEN: No,No, II thinkthink it'sit's adequate,adequate, andand 

;; speakingspeaking ofof thesethese newnew nations,nations, atat thisthis fortiethfortieth 

anniversaryanniversary ceremonyceremony therethere waswas aa veryvery impressiveimpressive opening.opening. 

MayorMayor DianeDiane Fienstein,Fienstein, withwith aa whitewhite dressdress 

andand aa whitewhite hat,hat, greetedgreeted thethe audience.audience. ThenThen therethere waswas aa 

briefbrief blackblack andand whitewhite newsreelnewsreel inin whichwhich I'mI'm standingstanding 

behindbehind PresidentPresident TrumanTruman asas thethe CharterCharter isis signedsigned byby thethe 

states.UnitedUnited States. 

ThenThen onon thethe stagestage wherewhere thethe CharterCharter hadhad beenbeen 

signedsigned werewere thethe originaloriginal fiftyfifty flags,flags, justjust asas theythey hadhad 

beenbeen beforebefore withwith aa bigbig roundround tabletable inin frontfront ofof them.them. ThenThen 

downdown thethe twotwo aislesaisles camecame BoyBoy ScoutsScouts andand GirlGirl ScoutsScouts 

carryingcarrying aa hundredhundred andand ninenine flagsflags ofof thethe newnew members.members. ItIt 

waswas veryvery touching,touching, andand all~:all~: 109109 flagsflags behindbehind thethe originaloriginal 

fifty.fifty. ItIt waswas aa veryvery impressiveimpressive ceremony.ceremony. 

AndAnd nownow upup toto 159159 members.members. ButBut thethe Charter,Charter, 

II think,think, works,works, onon balance,balance, veryvery well.well. 

POWELL:POWELL: BeforeBefore exploringexploring thethe nextnext phasesphases ofof 

youryour associationassociation withwith thethe UnitedUnited NationsNations itit mightmight bebe 

appropriateappropriate toto askask youyou youryour impressionimpression ofof thethe attitudesattitudes ofof 

thethe majormajor colonialcolonial powerspowers towardtoward thethe provisionsprovisions relatingrelating 

toto trusttrust andand non-self-governingnon-self-governing territoriesterritories inin thethe 

Charter,Charter, asas thethe systemsystem developeddeveloped inin thethe U.N.U.N. 

ENDEND OFOF TAPETAPE SIDESIDE ONEONE 



-33--33- JAMESJAMES GREENGREEN 
21/04/8621/04/86 

I'mI'm thinkingthinking inin particularparticular ofof Britain,Britain, 

France,France, BelgiumBelgium andand Portugal.Portugal. DidDid theythey considerconsider thatthat thethe 

states waswas pushingpushing themthem tootoo fastfast andand tootoo hard?hard?UnitedUnited States 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: I'mI'm thinkingthinking ofof Churchill'sChurchill's remarkremark 

thatthat hehe diddid notnot becomebecome thethe king'sking's firstfirst ministerminister toto 

presidepreside overover thethe liquidationliquidation ofof thethe Empire.Empire. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. TheyThey werewere veryvery unhappyunhappy withwith 

ourour anti-colonialanti-colonial standstand andand wewe pushedpushed itit prettypretty hardhard 

becausebecause wewe werewere aa colonialcolonial powerpower ourselvesourselves onon aa modestmodest 

scale,scale, comparedcompared toto them.them. 

TheyThey werewere veryvery unhappyunhappy withwith thethe wayway wewe 

werewere opposedopposed toto allall this.this. You'reYou're coming,coming, aa littlelittle laterlater II 

presume,presume, toto thethe LondonLondon PreparatoryPreparatory CommissionCommission meeting.meeting. 

POW ELL : Yes.Yes.POWELL:

GREEN:GREEN: statesThereThere thethe UnitedUnited States pushedpushed 

through,through, BenjaminBenjamin GerigGerig andand RalphRalph Bunche,Bunche, andand II onon thethe 

sidelines,sidelines, pushedpushed throughthrough aa resolutionresolution requestingrequesting thethe 

statesstates administeringadministering dependentdependent territoriesterritories toto submitsubmit theirtheir 

firstfirst annualannual reportsreports inin timetime forfor thethe meetingmeeting ofof thethe 

GeneralGeneral AssemblyAssembly inin September.September. 

ThisThis wouldwould bebe January,January, andand thatthat waswas notnot veryvery 

popularpopular withwith thethe otherother colonialcolonial powers,powers, butbut wewe wantedwanted toto 

focusfocus attentionattention onon thatthat issue.issue. OneOne ofof mymy jobsjobs waswas toto 
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collectcollect thethe paperspapers forfor thethe UnitedUnited States.states. WeWe werewere thethe 

firstfirst onesones toto getget themthem in,in, getget ourour annualannual reportsreports in.in. 

ThatThat waswas oneone ofof mymy majormajor gaffesgaffes inin mymy stateState 

DepartmentDepartment career.career. UnderUnder AlgerAlger Hiss'sHiss's directiondirection II waswas 

toldtold toto getget thethe latestlatest GovernorGovernor ReportReport forfor PuertoPuerto Rico,Rico, 

Hawaii,Hawaii, thethe VirginVirgin IslandsIslands andand whatnot,whatnot, andand II alsoalso 

collectedcollected oneone fromfrom thethe WarWar DepartmentDepartment onon thethe PanamaPanama Canal.Canal. 

II drafteddrafted aa presspress releaserelease whichwhich mademade thethe 

frontfront pagepage ofof thethe Times.Times. TheThe UnitedUnited states,States, thethe firstfirst 

administeringadministering powerpower toto submitsubmit itsits reportsreports toto thethe GeneralGeneral 

Assembly,Assembly, andand thethe roofroof fellfell inin onon meme becausebecause thethe AssistantAssistant 

SecretarySecretary forfor LatinLatin AmericanAmerican AffairsAffairs saidsaid thatthat thethe PanamaPanama 

CanalCanal isis notnot aa dependentdependent territory.territory. It'sIt's justjust aa canal.canal. 

YouYou mustmust withdrawwithdraw thatthat reportreport immediately.immediately. 

Well,Well, SecretarySecretary AtchesonAtcheson hadhad aa majormajor 

confrontationconfrontation betweenbetween AlgerAlger Hiss,Hiss, onon mymy side,side, andand thethe 

AssistantAssistant Secretary,Secretary, whosewhose namename escapesescapes meme atat thethe moment.moment. 

SperlSperl Braiden?Braiden? DoesDoes thatthat soundsound right?right? 

Sper1POWELL:POWELL: Yes,Yes, Sperl Braiden.Braiden. 

GREEN:GREEN: OnOn thethe LatinLatin AmericanAmerican side,side, andand 

AtchesonAtcheson reachedreached oneone ofof thosethose marvelousmarvelous Solomon-typeSolomon-type 

decisionsdecisions thatthat ifif PanamaPanama objected,objected, wewe wouldwould withdrawwithdraw thethe 

report.report. BraidenBraiden insistedinsisted thatthat wewe withdrawwithdraw thethe PanamaPanama 

.-.- reference.reference. OnlyOnly ifif PanamaPanama objectedobjected wouldwould wewe withdrawwithdraw thethe 



-35--35- JAMESJAMES GREENGREEN 
21/04/8621/04/86 

report,report, butbut underunder nono circumstancescircumstances wouldwould wewe everever submitsubmit 

-- anotheranother one.one. 

WellWell fortunatelyfortunately PanamaPanama diddid notnot object,object, soso 

thethe reportreport stayed.stayed. 

POWELL:POWELL: TheyThey didn'tdidn't object?object? That'sThat's whatwhat 

theythey did?did? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink so.so. AsAs farfar asas II cancan 

remember.remember. ButBut itit waswas aa veryvery embarassingembarassing momentmoment forfor me.me. 

justjust goofed.goofed. II didn'tdidn't consultconsult enoughenough people,people, especiallyespecially 

Mr.Mr. Braiden.Braiden. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes,Yes, andand thosethose inter-bureaucraticinter-bureaucratic 

---- II knowknow whatwhat youyou mean.mean. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: Now,Now, afterafter SanSan FranciscoFrancisco II hopehope youyou 

hadhad aa wellwell deserveddeserved vacationvacation beforebefore youyou tooktook offoff forfor 

London?London? 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink so.so. 

POWELL:POWELL: AtAt thatthat timetime youyou werewere ActingActing 

AssociateAssociate ChiefChief ofof thethe DivisionDivision ofof DependentDependent AreaArea Affairs.Affairs. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat preciselyprecisely werewere youryour dutiesduties inin 

LondonLondon andand duringduring thethe PreparatoryPreparatory Commission?Commission? WereWere youyou 

assignedassigned toto CommitteeCommittee FourFour whichwhich dealtdealt withwith thethe 

trusteeshiptrusteeship matters?matters? 

II 
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GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. AsAs II rememberremember Gerig,Gerig, BuncheBunche 

andand II werewere allall inin thatthat fieldfield andand lobbyinglobbying toto getget thisthis 

resolutionresolution throughthrough callingcalling onon thethe colonialcolonial powerspowers toto 

submitsubmit theirtheir reportsreports inin timetime forfor thethe regularregular sessionsession ofof 

thethe GeneralGeneral Assembly,Assembly, andand wewe diddid aa greatgreat dealdeal ofof lobbyinglobbying 

inin thisthis field.field. 

OneOne ofof mymy favoritefavorite BuncheBunche storiesstories isis thatthat 

justjust aa dayday oror twotwo beforebefore thethe PreparatoryPreparatory CommissionCommission brokebroke 

upup wewe decideddecided thatthat wewe wouldwould givegive aa cocktailcocktail partyparty forfor allall 

thethe peoplepeople whowho hadhad helpedhelped us,us, thethe WesternWestern EuropeansEuropeans andand aa 

fewfew ofof thethe LatinLatin Americans,Americans, andand especiallyespecially thethe 

Scandinavians.Scandinavians. 

TheThe DanishDanish delegatedelegate hadhad beenbeen mostmost activeactive andand 

mostmost helpful.helpful. BenjaminBenjamin GerigGerig waswas toto inviteinvite fivefive andand 

BuncheBunche waswas toto inviteinvite fivefive andand II waswas toto inviteinvite five,five, oror 

somethingsomething likelike that,that, thethe delegates.delegates. Bunche'sBunche's listlist 

includedincluded thethe Scandinavians,Scandinavians, thethe DanishDanish delegate.delegate. 

Well,Well, thethe partyparty startedstarted offoff andand therethere waswas nono 

DanishDanish delegate.delegate. TheThe SwedishSwedish delegatedelegate waswas there.there. SoSo 

afterafter thethe partyparty waswas overover GerigGerig andand II corralledcorralled BuncheBunche andand 

said,said, "for"for heaven'sheaven's sakes,sakes, wherewhere waswas thethe DanishDanish delegate?delegate? 

WhyWhy thethe Swede?"Swede?" 

"Oh,""Oh," saidsaid RalphRalph Bunche,Bunche, "you"you knowknow toto usus 

blackblack folksfolks allall thethe ScandinaviansScandinavians looklook alike."alike." 



-37--37- JAMESJAMES GREENGREEN 
21/04/8621/04/86 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) OhOh thatthat soundssounds likelike RalphRalph 

Bunche.Bunche. We'veWe've beenbeen talkingtalking aa lot,lot, Mr.Mr. Green,Green, aboutabout BenBen 

Gerig.Gerig. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: II rememberremember meetingmeeting himhim onon aa numbernumber 

ofof occasionsoccasions bothboth inin LondonLondon andand laterlater on.on. WhatWhat waswas hehe 

like?like? WhatWhat waswas hishis background?background? HeHe waswas aa specialistspecialist inin 

dependentdependent areas?areas? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. II cannotcannot rememberremember hishis 

background,background, I'mI'm sorrysorry toto say,say, andand hehe waswas aa veryvery difficultdifficult 

personperson toto workwork with.with. 

POWELL:POWELL: HeHe was?was? 

GREEN:GREEN: InIn factfact II changedchanged jobs.jobs. FinallyFinally 

justjust couldn'tcouldn't taketake itit anyany longer.longer. HeHe waswas veryvery 

self-centered,self-centered, veryvery independent,independent, wantedwanted toto taketake allall thethe 

creditcredit forfor himselfhimself andand II justjust couldn'tcouldn't taketake itit anyany longer.longer. 

That'sThat's whenwhen II shiftedshifted jobsjobs overover toto WaIterWalter 

KotschnigKotschnig inin EconomicEconomic andand SocialSocial Affairs.Affairs. 

POWELL:POWELL: HeHe stayedstayed onon inin statethethe State 

Department?Department? 

GRE~N:GRE~N: Oh,Oh, II thinkthink so.so. Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: II thinkthink so.so. II recallrecall hehe waswas therethere 

forfor aa long,long, longlong time.time. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

II 



-38--38- JAMESJAMES GREENGREEN 
21/04/8621/04/86 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow II recallrecall thatthat thisthis CommitteeCommittee 

FourFour ofof thethe PreparatoryPreparatory CommissionCommission drewdrew upup thethe provisionalprovisional 

rulesrules ofof procedureprocedure forfor thethe TrusteeshipTrusteeship Council,Council, butbut itit 

couldn'tcouldn't dodo muchmuch moremore becausebecause nono trusteeshiptrusteeship agreementsagreements 

hadhad yetyet beenbeen drawndrawn up.up. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow therethere waswas aa proposal,proposal, II 

believe,believe, beforebefore thethe committeecommittee thatthat aa temporarytemporary trusteeshiptrusteeship 

committeecommittee shouldshould bebe setset upup toto carrycarry outout certaincertain ofof thethe 

functionsfunctions assignedassigned byby thethe CharterCharter toto thethe TrusteeshipTrusteeship 

Council,Council, beforebefore thethe councilcouncil couldcould bebe established.established. 

GREEN:GREEN: You'veYou've reallyreally donedone youryour homework.homework. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut thethe RussiansRussians andand thethe Yugoslavs,Yugoslavs, 

amongamong others,others, saidsaid thisthis isis contrarycontrary toto thethe CharterCharter andand itit 

waswas nevernever done.done. DoDo youyou recallrecall anythinganything likelike that?that? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow diddid youyou remainremain inin LondonLondon afterafter 

thethe PreparatoryPreparatory CommissionCommission forfor thethe firstfirst sessionsession ofof thethe 

GeneralGeneral AssemblyAssembly ,or,or diddid youyou gogo backback toto WashingtonWashington forfor aa 

time?time? ThereThere wasn'twasn't aa greatgreat dealdeal ---- II thinkthink therethere waswas onlyonly 

aboutabout sixsix weeksweeks inin there.there. 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink so.so. II thinkthink II wentwent backback toto 

Washington.Washington. 
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POWELL:POWELL: YouYou did?did? NowNow you'reyou're listedlisted inin thethe 

delegationdelegation toto thethe AssemblyAssembly asas anan adviser.adviser. ThatThat waswas 

particularlyparticularly inin trusteeshiptrusteeship dependentdependent areas.areas. 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink so.so. Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: NextNext toto thethe British,British, wherewhere afterafter 

allall we'rewe're inin theirtheir homehome town,town, thethe AmericansAmericans hadhad thethe 

largestlargest delegationdelegation ofof all.all. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. AsAs usual.usual. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd therethere werewere asas manymany categories,categories, 

II guess,guess, asas therethere areare prelatesprelates inin thethe Vatican.Vatican. II havehave 

seenseen delegatesdelegates ofof alternatealternate specialspecial advisers,advisers, seniorsenior 

advisers,advisers, andand justjust advisers.advisers. 

II seesee AlgerAlger HissHiss waswas listedlisted asas aa specialspecial 

adviser.adviser. What,What, forfor example,example, diddid hehe dodo then?then? 

GREEN:GREEN: II reallyreally don'tdon't know.know. That'sThat's strange.strange. 

POWELL:POWELL: II don'tdon't rememberremember himhim particularlyparticularly 

inin London.London. 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut hehe waswas therethere alright.alright. 

GREEN:GREEN: II justjust don'tdon't remember.remember. I'mI'm sorry.sorry. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd II remember,remember, ofof course,course, seeingseeing 

LeoLeo PasvolskyPasvolsky there.there. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 
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POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat waswas hehe doing?doing? SeeingSeeing whetherwhether 

hishis CharterCharter waswas working?working? 

GREEN:GREEN: HeHe waswas probablyprobably runningrunning thethe show.show. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) ThereThere werewere aa couplecouple ofof 

newnew namesnames thatthat appearedappeared onon thethe delegationdelegation listlist forfor thethe 

firstfirst time.time. I'mI'm thinkingthinking ofof EleanorEleanor RooseveltRoosevelt andand AdlaiAdlai 

stevenson.stevenson. 

DidDid youyou seesee eithereither ofof themthem inin action?action? 

GREEN:GREEN: NotNot much.much. I'dI'd forgottenforgotten thatthat theythey 

werewere there.there. ThisThis isis thethe PreparatoryPreparatory Commission?Commission? 

POWELL:POWELL: No,No, thisthis isis thethe firstfirst session.session. 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, thethe firstfirst session.session. 

POWELL:POWELL: InIn January.January. 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes,yes, thethe JanuaryJanuary session.session. I'mI'm 

sorry.sorry. 

POWELL:POWELL: AdlaiAdlai stevensonstevenson waswas actuallyactually atat thethe 

PreparatoryPreparatory Commission.Commission. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: Mrs.Mrs. RooseveltRoosevelt didn'tdidn't comecome overover 

untiluntil thethe January.January. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. That'sThat's right.right. AndAnd inin thosethose 

daysdays youyou travelledtravelled byby ship.ship. WeWe allall camecame back,back, II think,think, onon 

thethe samesame ship.ship. 
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POWELL:POWELL: Yes,Yes, theythey usedused toto saysay thatthat thethe endend 

ofof thethe GeneralGeneral AssemblyAssembly dependeddepended onon thethe finalfinal sailingsailing ofof 

thethe QueenQueen Mary.Mary. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. BeforeBefore Christmas.Christmas. 

POWELL:POWELL: BeforeBefore Christmas.Christmas. 

GREEN:GREEN: Absolutely.Absolutely. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow BuncheBunche diddid notnot joinjoin thethe 

SecretariatSecretariat untiluntil afterafter London.London. II don'tdon't knowknow whenwhen itit 

was.was. DidDid youyou workwork closelyclosely withwith himhim inin LondonLondon atat thatthat time?time? 

GREEN:GREEN: II reallyreally don'tdon't recall.recall. I'mI'm sorry.sorry. 

ThisThis isis thethe LondonLondon Assembly?Assembly? 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: WellWell probably.probably. 

POWELL:POWELL: II rememberremember seeingseeing himhim inin London.London. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd II believebelieve hehe waswas workingworking onon 

trusteeshiptrusteeship mattersmatters atat thethe time.time. 

GREEN:.GREEN:. II thinkthink so.so. 

POWELL:POWELL: BecauseBecause that'sthat's whatwhat hehe camecame toto inin 

thethe Secretariat.Secretariat. 

GREEN:GREEN: ItIt waswas alwaysalways Gerig,Gerig, BuncheBunche andand 

Green,Green, inin thatthat order.order. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) Yes.Yes. IfIf youyou hadhad toto 

describedescribe BuncheBunche nownow forfor futurefuture generations,generations, andand I'mI'm 
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thinkin~thinkin~ thatthat thisthis isis goinggoing toto bebe usedused inin thethe nextnext 2525 oror 

5050 years,years, howhow wouldwould youyou describedescribe thethe man?man? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, anan extraordinaryextraordinary combinationcombination ofof 

intelligenceintelligence andand warmthwarmth andand humor.humor. HeHe hadhad aa greatgreat sensesense 

ofof humor.humor. TheThe onlyonly timetime ---- thesethese werewere thethe daysdays ofof 

semi-segregationsemi-segregation inin WashingtonWashington andand blacksblacks werewere notnot 

admittedadmitted toto commercialcommercial restaurants.restaurants. 

SoSo whenwhen somesome ofof usus whitewhite folksfolks wouldwould bebe 

goinggoing outout forfor lunchlunch withwith RalphRalph BuncheBunche hehe wouldwould speakspeak 

FrenchFrench andand wewe werewere goinggoing toto introduceintroduce himhim asas thethe 

AmbassadorAmbassador ofof Haiti.Haiti. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) Really?Really? 

GREEN:GREEN: AndAnd wewe gotgot himhim in.in. AndAnd eveneven inin thethe 

governmentgovernment cafeteriascafeterias thethe whiteswhites werewere alwaysalways outout inin thethe 

centcenterer partpart andand thethe blacksblacks werewere aroundaround thethe corner,corner, outout ofof 

sight,sight, andand wewe alwaysalways plunkedplunked RalphRalph rightright downdown inin thethe 

middlemiddle ofof thethe centralcentral partpart ofof thethe cafeteria,cafeteria, especiallyespecially 

overover atat thethe Pentagon.Pentagon. TheThe colonelscolonels werewere notnot amused.amused. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) YouYou can'tcan't believebelieve it.it. 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: That'sThat's waswas onlyonly 4040 yearsyears oror soso ago.ago. 

GREEN:GREEN: That'sThat's right.right. AndAnd thethe onlyonly timetime 

RalphRalph everever lostlost hishis tempertemper onon thethe segregationsegregation issueissue waswas 

whenwhen thethe familyfamily dogdog dieddied andand thethe BuncheBunche childrenchildren wantedwanted aa 
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properproper burialburial outout inin thethe nationalnational petpet cemetarycemetary oror whateverwhatever 
;; 

~~ it'sit's called,called, inin Washington.Washington. 

SoSo RalphRalph wentwent outout toto makemake thethe arrangementsarrangements 

andand hehe found,found, toto hishis dismay,dismay, there'sthere's oneone sectionsection forfor thethe 

petspets ofof whitewhite folksfolks andand anotheranother sectionsection forfor thethe petspets ofof 

blackblack folks.folks. HeHe said,said, "that's"that's tootoo much."much." That'sThat's thethe onlyonly 

timetime hehe everever lostlost hishis temper.temper. It'sIt's certainlycertainly anan 

occasion.occasion. It'sIt's unbelievable.unbelievable. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. AndAnd hehe nevernever lostlost thatthat 

fightingfighting spiritspirit rightright upup toto thethe end.end. 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh no.no. II stillstill rememberremember thethe 

conversation,conversation, wewe werewere havinghaving lunchlunch withwith himhim andand itit hadhad 

justjust beenbeen announcedannounced thatthat PaulPaul RobesonRobeson waswas goinggoing offoff toto 

MoscowMoscow andand Peking,Peking, andand RalphRalph saidsaid somethingsomething II havehave nevernever 

forgotten.forgotten. 

"You"You whitewhite folks"folks" ---- hehe alwaysalways saidsaid "you"you 

whitewhite folks"folks" ---- "must"must understandunderstand thatthat aa blackblack manman thatthat hashas 

aa sensesense ofof humorhumor likelike me"me" ---- RalphRalph ---- "can"can survivesurvive 

anything.anything. ButBut aa blackblack manman whowho doesdoes notnot havehave aa sensesense ofof 

humor,humor, likelike PaulPaul Robeson,Robeson, turnsturns toto wine,wine, women,women, songsong oror 

communism."communism." 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) 

GREEN:GREEN: I'veI've nevernever forgottenforgotten that.that. (laughs)(laughs) 
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POWELL:POWELL: WellWell II remember,remember, itit waswas inin thethe 

sixties,sixties, probablyprobably aboutabout '68.'68. ItIt waswas duringduring thethe VietnamVietnam 

War.War. WeWe hadhad oneone ofof thethe biggestbiggest demonstrationsdemonstrations onon aa 

SaturdaySaturday inin AprilApril thanthan I'veI've everever seenseen inin NewNew York,York, andand itit 

waswas ledled byby MartinMartin LutherLuther King.King. 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh.Oh. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd itit waswas announcedannounced thatthat KingKing waswas 

goinggoing toto comecome toto presentpresent aa petitionpetition toto thethe U.N.U.N. 

GREEN:GREEN: Hmm.Hmm. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd therethere werewere literallyliterally hundredshundreds 

ofof thousandsthousands ofof peoplepeople outout therethere inin thethe streets,streets, andand thethe 

questionquestion waswas whowho waswas goinggoing toto acceptaccept thethe petition?petition? WasWas itit 

goinggoing toto bebe UU Thant?Thant? AndAnd everybodyeverybody advisedadvised UU ThantThant toto 

staystay homehome thatthat day.day. 

SoSo itit camecame downdown toto RalphRalph Bunche.Bunche. HeHe waswas 

black,black, hehe waswas anan American,American, andand hehe waswas aa NobelNobel PeacePeace PrizePrize 

winner.winner. YouYou couldn'tcouldn't touchtouch him.him. 

GREEN:GREEN: (laughs)(laughs) 

POWELL:POWELL: WellWell I,I, forfor somesome reasonreason oror other,other, 

waswas electedelected toto gogo downdown toto thethe gategate toto collectcollect King,King, andand 

whenwhen youyou collectedcollected KingKing youyou collectedcollected BenjaminBenjamin SpockSpock andand 

---- II don'tdon't knowknow ---- aboutabout aa halfhalf aa dozendozen others,others, andand taketake 

themthem upup toto thethe 30th30th floor.floor. 



-45--45- JAMESJAMES GREENGREEN 
21/04/8621/04/86 

~~

~~

KingKing waswas veryvery nervous,nervous, andand II thinkthink RalphRalph 
;; 

BuncheBunche waswas veryvery nervous.nervous. 

GREEN:GREEN: II wouldwould thinkthink so.so. 

POWELL:POWELL: SuddenlySuddenly theythey shookshook handshands andand RalphRalph 

BuncheBunche hadhad aa marvelousmarvelous sensesense ofof timing,timing, becausebecause hehe leanedleaned 

overover andand hehe said,said, "Martin,"Martin, II haven'thaven't seenseen youyou sincesince wewe 

werewere onon thatthat FreedomFreedom MarchMarch togethertogether inin Selma."Selma." AndAnd itit 

brokebroke thethe tensiontension completely.completely. 

AndAnd herehere werewere thethe oneone NobelNobel PeacePeace PrizePrize 

winnerwinner andand aa futurefuture oneone sittingsitting therethere talkingtalking aboutabout thethe 

CivilCivil RightsRights MovementMovement inin America.America. AndAnd RalphRalph acceptedaccepted thethe 

petition.petition. ItIt wentwent offoff beautifully,beautifully, smoothly,smoothly, butbut that'sthat's 

oneone ofof mymy favoritefavorite memoriesmemories ofof RalphRalph Bunche.Bunche. 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, yes.yes. Impressive.Impressive.

POWELL:POWELL: BecauseBecause hehe feltfelt very,very, veryvery stronglystrongly

aboutabout thethe VietnamVietnam War,War, asas youyou know.know. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: DespiteDespite hishis feelingsfeelings RalphRalph Jr.Jr. 

volunteeredvolunteered toto gogo toto Vietnam.Vietnam. 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh really?really? 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: II didn'tdidn't knowknow that.that. 

POWELL:POWELL: Now,Now, let'slet's comecome backback toto thethe LondonLondon 

sessionsession ofof thethe GeneralGeneral Assembly,Assembly, thatthat firstfirst sessionsession 

~~
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there.there. Again,Again, thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship agreementsagreements hadn'thadn't yetyet beenbeen 

•• negotiated.negotiated. 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No.

POWELL:POWELL: AsAs II recallrecall reading,reading, certaincertain ofof thethe

countriescountries thatthat hadhad LeagueLeague ofof NationsNations mandatesmandates ---- I'mI'm 

thinkingthinking nownow ofof thethe U.K.U.K. andand Belgium,Belgium, forfor example.example. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: IndicatedIndicated thatthat theirtheir govermentsgoverments 

werewere preparingpreparing draftdraft trusteeshiptrusteeship agreementsagreements andand thatthat 

AustraliaAustralia andand NewNew ZealandZealand saidsaid theythey werewere preparedprepared toto placeplace 

theirtheir mandatedmandated territoriesterritories underunder trusteeship.trusteeship. 

TheThe twotwo countriescountries that,that, fromfrom mymy reading,reading, 

appearedappeared toto havehave beenbeen inin thethe dockdock aa bitbit duringduring thatthat 

sessionsession ofof thethe AssemblyAssembly werewere France,France, whichwhich announcedannounced thatthat 

itit wouldwould continuecontinue toto administeradminister thethe mandatedmandated territoriesterritories 

ofof TogolandTogoland andand thethe Cameroons,Cameroons, inin thethe spiritspirit ofof thethe 

mandate,mandate, andand SouthSouth AfricaAfrica whichwhich didn'tdidn't makemake anyany offeroffer atat 

allall aboutabout SouthwestSouthwest AfricaAfrica andand Namibia.Namibia. 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No.

POWELL:POWELL: DoDo youyou recallrecall thosethose circumstances?circumstances?

GREEN:GREEN: No,No, butbut thatthat soundssounds correct.correct. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. WasWas therethere muchmuch tensiontension duringduring 

thatthat sessionsession ofof thethe GeneralGeneral Assembly?Assembly? 
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GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink so.so. OfOf coursecourse thethe 

SouthSouth AfricansAfricans havehave alwaysalways beenbeen absolutelyabsolutely adamant.adamant. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. TheyThey nevernever havehave movedmoved anan inchinch 

onon that.that. InIn thatthat firstfirst LondonLondon session,session, diddid thethe committeecommittee 

concentrate,concentrate, CommitteeCommittee FourFour thatthat is,is, entirelyentirely onon 

trusteeshiptrusteeship matters?matters? OrOr diddid itit devotedevote atat leastleast aa partpart ofof 

itsits timetime onon thethe declarationdeclaration onon non-self-governingnon-self-governing 

territories?territories? AndAnd thatthat ArticleArticle 7373 information?information? 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink thethe latter.latter. II thinkthink wewe 

wentwent beyondbeyond trusteeshiptrusteeship intointo thethe generalgeneral colonialcolonial area.area. 

POWELL:·POWELL:· TheyThey did?did? 

GREEN:GREEN: ButBut it'sit's yeryyery shakyshaky now.now. I'mI'm veryvery 

shaky.shaky. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd duringduring thatthat sessionsession ofof thethe 

GeneralGeneral AssemblyAssembly diddid youyou getget toto knowknow oror seesee inin actionaction thethe 

firstfirst SecretarySecretary GeneralGeneral TrygveTrygve Lie?Lie? BecauseBecause hehe camecame inin 

aroundaround thethe firstfirst ofof February.February. 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink so.so. No.No. II havehave nono memorymemory 

ofof that.that. 

POWELL:POWELL: YouYou havehave nono memorymemory ofof that?that? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhenWhen wewe comecome upup toto thethe secondsecond partpart 

ofof thethe firstfirst sessionsession ofof thethe GeneralGeneral Assembly,Assembly, whichwhich waswas 

heldheld atat LakeLake SuccessSuccess beginningbeginning inin OctoberOctober ofof '46,'46, diddid youyou 
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comecome upup toto NewNew YorkYork forfor allall oror partpart ofof thatthat session?session? OrOr 

•• wherewhere youyou workingworking fromfrom Washington?Washington? 

II saysay thatthat becausebecause therethere areare telephonetelephone 

recordsrecords showingshowing thatthat youyou werewere consultedconsulted inin Washington.Washington. 

GREEN:GREEN: Um-hmm.Um-hmm. WellWell II certainlycertainly waswas atat 

LakeLake SuccessSuccess partpart ofof thethe time.time. ItIt couldcould havehave beenbeen thethe 

followingfollowing year,year, becausebecause II wellwell rememberremember thethe oneone advantageadvantage 

ofof beingbeing atat LakeLake SuccessSuccess waswas youyou hadhad aa captivecaptive delegatedelegate 

forfor forty-fiveforty-five minutesminutes andand briefbrief onon thethe wayway out.out. 

POWELL:POWELL: Oh,Oh, II see.see. 

GREEN:GREEN: Going.Going. 

POWELL:POWELL: InIn thethe car?car? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd thethe hotel.hotel. 

GREEN:GREEN: ItIt waswas veryvery dulldull comingcoming back,back, 

becausebecause thethe meetingmeeting waswas overover andand everybodyeverybody waswas hungryhungry andand 

wantedwanted toto getget home.home. ButBut goinggoing outout itit waswas aa greatgreat 

advantageadvantage becausebecause youyou havehave aa captivecaptive delegatedelegate andand hehe hadhad 

toto listen.listen. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) Well,Well, whywhy II saysay thisthis --

diddid thethe StateState DepartmentDepartment prepareprepare aa lotlot ofof briefsbriefs inin youryour 

divisiondivision for,for, say,say, thethe LondonLondon meeting?meeting? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't remember.remember. Probably.Probably. 
;; 
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POWELL:POWELL: II didn'tdidn't knowknow howhow thisthis waswas done.done. 

•• ObviouslyObviously aa lotlot ofof workwork hadhad toto bebe donedone forfor thethe committeecommittee 

delegates.delegates. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. II wouldwould thinkthink so.so. II justjust 

don'tdon't rememberremember doingdoing it.it. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThereThere waswas oneone thingthing thatthat waswas 

providedprovided forfor inin thethe Charter,Charter, whichwhich waswas sortsort ofof aa timetime bombbomb 

II believe,believe, andand thatthat waswas inin thisthis ArticleArticle 7979 ofof thethe CharterCharter 

whichwhich sayssays thatthat thethe termsterms ofof trusteeshiptrusteeship forfor eacheach 

territoryterritory areare toto bebe placedplaced underunder thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship system,system, 

includingincluding anyany alterationalteration oror amendmentamendment shallshall bebe agreedagreed uponupon 

byby thethe statesstates directlydirectly concerned.concerned. 

NowNow thatthat phrasephrase waswas nevernever interpretedinterpreted atat 

thatthat time,time, andand itit waswas duringduring thatthat LondonLondon sessionsession ofof thethe 

GeneralGeneral AssemblyAssembly states downdownthatthat thethe UnitedUnited States finallyfinally camecame 

andand saidsaid thatthat itit shouldshould bebe interpretedinterpreted toto meanmean onlyonly thethe 

statestate administeringadministering thethe trusttrust territory,territory, whereaswhereas thethe 

SovietSoviet UnionUnion tooktook aa diametricallydiametrically oppositeopposite view.view. 

WereWere youyou involvedinvolved inin allall that?that? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. ItIt soundssounds correct.correct. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. InIn fact,fact, afterafter thethe 

trusteeshiptrusteeship agreementsagreements werewere approvedapproved atat thethe secondsecond partpart ofof 

thethe firstfirst session,session, thethe RussiansRussians triedtried toto getget themthem thrownthrown 
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outout andand didn'tdidn't comecome toto thethe firstfirst sessionsession ofof thethe 

trusteeshiptrusteeship council.council. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. That'sThat's right.right. 

POWELL:POWELL: II don'tdon't knowknow ---- dodo youyou recallrecall ---

thisthis isis aa questionquestion whichwhich hashas intriguedintrigued meme andand II haven'thaven't 

checkedchecked thethe recordrecord ofof coursecourse eventuallyeventually theythey camecame back.back. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: DoDo youyou recallrecall thethe circumstancescircumstances 

underunder whichwhich theythey diddid that?that? 

GREEN:GREEN: No,No, butbut II rememberremember peoplepeople 

mistakemistake 

speculatingspecula
tt 

ting 

absentingabs themselvesthemselves fromfrom thethe decision.decision. 

thatthat thethe SovietsSoviets realizedrealized they'dthey'd mademade 

enting 

aa 

POWELL:POWELL: TheThe SovietSoviet boycottsboycotts justjust nevernever work.work. 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. AndAnd theythey decideddecided theythey mademade aa 

mistakemistake andand swallowedswallowed theirtheir pridepride andand camecame back.back. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: ThatThat waswas thethe speculationspeculation atat thethe 

time.time. ItIt didn'tdidn't work.work. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow diddid youyou comecome toto thethe firstfirst 

sessionsession ofof thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship council?council? II knowknow SaireSaire waswas thethe 

GREEN:GREEN: FrancisFrancis Saire.Saire.

POWELL:POWELL: HeHe waswas thethe U.S.U.S. delegate.delegate.

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. AA veryvery ableable man,man, too.too.
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....

recordsrecords thatthat notesnotes aa telephonetelephone conversationconversation thatthat youyou hadhad 

withwith aa Mr.Mr. Middleton,Middleton, thethe FirstFirst SecretarySecretary ofof thethe BritishBritish 

Embassy.Embassy. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd whowho wishedwished toto knowknow thethe u.s.u.s. 

positionposition onon aa BritishBritish trusteeshiptrusteeship agreementagreement beforebefore 

communicatingcommunicating withwith London.London. 

GREEN:GREEN: Hmm.Hmm. 

POWELL:POWELL: AccordingAccording toto thethe recordrecord youyou repliedreplied 

thatthat thethe u.s.u.s. diddid notnot opposeoppose thethe provisionsprovisions presentedpresented byby 

thethe BritishBritish butbut youyou soughtsought omissionomission ofof thethe clauseclause whichwhich 

statedstated "subject"subject toto thethe approvalapproval ofof thethe GeneralGeneral AssemblyAssembly oror 

thethe TrusteeshipTrusteeship Council."Council." 

WhoWho waswas thisthis allall about?about? DoDo youyou recall?recall?

GREEN:GREEN: No.No.

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs)

GREEN:GREEN: Heavens.Heavens.

POWELL:POWELL: It'sIt's onon thethe records,records, Mr.Mr. Green.Green.
;; 

GREEN:GREEN: It'sIt's ratherrather frightening,frightening, isn'tisn't it?it? 
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~~

•• 
;; 

POWELL:POWELL: YesYes •• 

GREEN:GREEN: TheyThey actuallyactually recordrecord allall thosethose 

telephonetelephone calls?calls? 

POWELL:POWELL: ThisThis isis allall printed.printed. 

GREEN:GREEN: Hmm.Hmm. 

POWELL:POWELL: statestate DepartmentDepartment records.records. 

GREEN:GREEN: Goodness.Goodness. Awful.Awful. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) AndAnd thenthen latelate inin NovemberNovember 

ofof 1946,1946, therethere isis aa recordrecord ofof aa meetingmeeting withwith youyou andand JoeJoe 

Johnson,Johnson, amongamong others,others, attendedattended inin HershelHershel Johnson'sJohnson's 

office,office, andand thisthis dealtdealt withwith thethe questionquestion ofof aa proposedproposed 

trusteeshiptrusteeship agreementagreement forfor thethe JapaneseJapanese mandatedmandated islands.islands. 

GREEN:GREEN: Hmm.Hmm. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd accordingaccording toto thethe recordrecord therethere 

thisthis discussion?discussion? ObviouslyObviously youyou mustmust havehave beenbeen involvedinvolved 

withwith thosethose JapaneseJapanese mandatedmandated territoriesterritories forfor aa longlong time.time. 
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GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. AndAnd therethere waswas aa majormajor rowrow inin 

WashingtonWashington aboutabout thethe futurefuture statusstatus ofof thethe JapaneseJapanese 

mandatedmandated islands.islands. statestate andand InteriorInterior wantedwanted toto placeplace themthem 

underunder ordinaryordinary trusteeship.trusteeship. TheThe WarWar andand NavyNavy DepartmentsDepartments 

asas theythey thenthen werewere wantedwanted outrightoutright annexation.annexation. 

AndAnd therethere waswas aa terribleterrible row.row. FinallyFinally itit 

wentwent toto PresidentPresident RooseveltRoosevelt justjust aa fewfew daysdays beforebefore hishis 

death,death, andand accordingaccording toto thethe reportsreports atat thethe timetime oneone ofof thethe 

lastlast decisiondecision hehe tooktook atat WarmWarm SpringsSprings waswas let'slet's trytry aa 

strategicstrategic trusteeshiptrusteeship agreementagreement asas aa compromise,compromise, andand ofof 

coursecourse that'sthat's whatwhat wewe did.did. 

ItIt waswas aa veryvery imaginativeimaginative compromise.compromise. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes,Yes, indeed.indeed. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. ButBut itit waswas aa terribleterrible row.row. 

waswas justjust onon thethe sidelines.sidelines. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut telltell meme this,this, itit waswas reportedreported 

inin thethe presspress atat oneone pointpoint thatthat thethe U.S.U.S. waswas consideringconsidering 

turningturning overover thethe JapaneseJapanese mandatemandate toto thethe UnitedUnited NationsNations asas 

thethe administeringadministering authority.authority. IsIs therethere anyany truthtruth inin this?this? 

DidDid WashingtonWashington everever seriouslyseriously considerconsider suchsuch aa proposal?proposal? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink so.so. 

POWELL:POWELL: ItIt maymay bebe justjust oneone ofof thosethose presspress 

rumors.rumors. 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't believebelieve so.so. 

II 



-54--54- JAMESJAMES GREENGREEN 
21/04/8621/04/86 

POWELL:POWELL: ItIt disappeared.disappeared. Well,Well, immediatelyimmediately 

afterafter thethe adoptionadoption ofof thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship agreements,agreements, thethe 

AssemblyAssembly inin NewNew York,York, inin FlushingFlushing Meadow,Meadow, proceededproceeded toto thethe 

ConstitutionConstitution ofof thethe TrusteeshipTrusteeship Council.Council. InIn additionaddition toto 

thethe eighteight membersmembers whowho werewere goinggoing toto sitsit therethere eithereither asas 

Council orpermanentpermanent membersmembers ofof thethe ~ecurity~ecurity Councilor administeringadministering 

members,members, therethere werewere twotwo toto bebe elected.elected. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd initiallyinitially wewe favoredfavored IraqIraq andand 

Brazil.Brazil. AccordingAccording toto thethe recordrecord BenBen GerigGerig whowho waswas withwith 

thethe delegationdelegation inin NewNew YorkYork calledcalled youyou toto reportreport thatthat 

MexicoMexico waswas activelyactively campaigningcampaigning forfor aa seatseat andand becomingbecoming anan 

importantimportant candidate,candidate, moremore importantimportant thanthan Brazil.Brazil. 

HeHe claimedclaimed toto havehave thethe backingbacking ofof 1616 LatinLatin 

AmericanAmerican andand 66 ArabArab states.states. However,However, SenatorSenator AustinAustin feltfelt 

committedcommitted toto Brazil.Brazil. II believebelieve youyou consultedconsulted withwith Mr.Mr. 

Oulles,Dulles, amongamong others,others, andand reportedreported backback thatthat therethere wouldwould 

bebe nono objectionobjection toto aa switchswitch inin thethe U.S.U.S. support.support. 

AmongAmong thethe reasonsreasons youyou gavegave waswas thatthat thethe 

MexicansMexicans hadhad beenbeen veryvery helpfulhelpful onon CommitteeCommittee Four,Four, whereaswhereas 

thethe BraziliansBrazilians hadhad donedone practicallypractically nothing.nothing. DoDo youyou 

recallrecall anyany ofof this?this? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 
.. .. 
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.... 
POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) II knowknow it'sit's aa veryvery 

interestinginteresting point.point. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: HowHow wewe wouldwould switch,switch, andand ofof coursecourse 

BrazilBrazil got'got'elected.elected. I'mI'm sorry.sorry. Mexico.Mexico.

GREEN:GREEN: Mexico.Mexico. Yes.Yes.

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd I'mI'm wondering,wondering, whywhy II askask isis howhow 

diddid thisthis effecteffect ourour relationshiprelationship withwith BrazilBrazil ifif wewe 

suddenlysuddenly switched?switched? II guessguess I'dI'd havehave toto askask aa LatinLatin 

AmericanAmerican expertexpert inin thethe statestate Department.Department. 

GREEN:GREEN: That'sThat's fascinating.fascinating. 

POWELL:POWELL: WellWell youyou saidsaid thatthat youyou continuedcontinued 

youryour workwork forfor somesome timetime withwith dependentdependent territories.territories. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes.

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd thenthen youyou switchedswitched overover toto thethe

economiceconomic andand socialsocial side.side. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd thatthat wouldwould bebe inin CommitteeCommittee 

Three,Three, isis thatthat correct?correct? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. II hadhad sixsix yearsyears inin CommitteeCommittee 

Three.Three. toto WaIter thatthat department.department.DeputyDeputy Walter KotschnigKotschnig inin 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. BeforeBefore wewe getget onon toto thatthat 

wantwant toto askask youyou oneone oror twotwo questionsquestions aboutabout thethe perspectiveperspective 

ofof fortyforty years.years. Now,Now, apartapart fromfrom thethe trusttrust territoryterritory ofof 

II 
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thethe PacificPacific islands,islands, thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship councilcouncil hadhad justjust 

aboutabout completedcompleted itsits agenda.agenda. WhatWhat kindkind ofof aa jobjob hashas itit 

done?done? 

LetLet meme bebe aa littlelittle bitbit moremore precise.precise. WasWas 

thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship periodperiod longlong enoughenough toto prepareprepare thesethese 

countriescountries forfor indepentience?indepentience? I'mI'm thinkingthinking ofof aa countrycountry 

likelike TanzaniaTanzania whichwhich seeminglyseemingly hashas impossibleimpossible economiceconomic andand 

socialsocial problems.problems. 

OrOr waswas thethe surgesurge toto independenceindependence 

inevitable?inevitable? Was'itWas'it aa developmentdevelopment whosewhose timetime hadhad comecome inin 

thethe 1950's1950's andand '60's?'60's? HowHow dodo youyou feel?feel? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, II thinkthink so.so. Yes.Yes. TheThe jokejoke atat 

SanSan FranciscoFrancisco waswas thatthat thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship councilcouncil willwill bebe thethe 

firstfirst U.N.U.N. organorgan toto workwork itselfitself outout ofof aa job,job, andand it'sit's 

provedproved toto bebe true.true. TheThe onlyonly trusttrust territoryterritory leftleft isis thethe 

U.S.U.S. islands.islands. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThisThis leadsleads meme directlydirectly toto mymy nextnext 

question,question, Mr.Mr. Green.Green. II waswas goinggoing toto saysay diddid anybody,anybody, whenwhen 

thethe blueprintsblueprints werewere drawndrawn upup atat SanSan Francisco,Francisco, diddid anybodyanybody 

inin thethe StateState DepartmentDepartment oror anywhereanywhere elseelse everever pausepause toto 

say,say, "how"how areare wewe goinggoing toto getget ridrid ofof thethe machinerymachinery onceonce wewe 

putput itit inin place?"place?" 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. II don'tdon't thinkthink theythey thoughtthought thatthat 

farfar ahead.ahead. 
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POWELL:POWELL: No?No? 

.•.• GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't rememberremember ifif thisthis questionquestion 

everever camecame up.up. 

POWELL:POWELL: DoDo youyou havehave anyany ideasideas onon that?that? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) 

GREEN:GREEN: ButBut it'sit's veryvery interesting.interesting. ThereThere 

waswas originallyoriginally what?what? ThirteenThirteen mandatedmandated territories.territories. 

Palestine,Palestine, ofof course,course, waswas aa separateseparate case.case. ItIt becamebecame 

Israel.Israel. SouthwestSouthwest AfricaAfrica isis stillstill aa separateseparate case,case, butbut 

thethe otherother 1111 allall graduatedgraduated exceptexcept thethe JapaneseJapanese mandatedmandated 

islands.islands. They'veThey've allall gonegone inin toto independence.independence. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. AndAnd oneone ofof thesethese months,months, 

unlessunless thethe SovietsSoviets vetoveto itit inin thethe SecuritySecurity Council,Council, it'sit's 

goinggoing toto becomebecome independent.independent. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. That'sThat's right.right. SoSo thethe councilcouncil 

playedplayed itsits role.role. II wentwent outout toto Anaheim,Anaheim, CaliforniaCalifornia forfor 

thethe InternationalInternational StudiesStudies AssociationAssociation annualannual conferenceconference 

andand presentedpresented aa paperpaper onon thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship councilcouncil thenthen andand 

now,now, andand itit waswas veryvery interesting.interesting. 

ItIt tooktook aa lotlot ofof researchresearch workwork inin thethe U.N.U.N. 

library.library. I'llI'll sendsend youyou aa copy.copy. 
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POWELL:POWELL: I'dI'd likelike toto readread itit very,very, veryvery 

much.much. BecauseBecause thisthis isis aa question.question. OnceOnce thethe custodycustody ofof 

thethe PacificPacific islandsislands isis gonegone ---

GREEN:GREEN: TheThe council'scouncil's outout ofof aa job.job. 

POWELL:POWELL: SomeSome peoplepeople willwill argue,argue, perhaps,perhaps, 

thatthat wewe havehave toto keepkeep itit inin existenceexistence inin casecase somebodysomebody elseelse 

wantswants toto putput aa trusttrust territoryterritory underunder thethe U.N.U.N. ButBut II don'tdon't 

thinkthink that'sthat's goinggoing toto happen.happen. 

IfIf somethingsomething comescomes upup likelike ---- oh,oh, whatwhat diddid 

wewe have?have? WeWe hadhad aa temporarytemporary executiveexecutive authorityauthority outout 

there,there, thethe transitiontransition ofof WestWest AryanAryan fromfrom thethe DutchDutch toto thethe 

Indonesian.Indonesian. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut thatthat waswas anan adad hochoc arrangement.arrangement. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThatThat wasn'twasn't aa trusteeshiptrusteeship 

arrangement.arrangement. 

GREEN:GREEN: That'sThat's right.right. InIn thatthat beautifulbeautiful 

conferenceconference roomroom atat thethe U.N.U.N. (laughs)(laughs) 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) WhatWhat shouldshould bebe thethe futurefuture 

forfor thethe trusteeshiptrusteeship council?council? GotGot anyany ideas?ideas? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. II hadn'thadn't eveneven thoughtthought aboutabout it.it. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) 
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GREEN:GREEN: II shouldshould thinkthink itit wouldwould justjust ---- II 

supposesuppose it'sit's inin thethe CharterCharter itit hashas toto bebe elected,elected, andand theythey 

don'tdon't havehave anyany workwork toto do.do. 

POWELL:POWELL: II guessguess they'llthey'll havehave toto keepkeep itit 

fromfrom beingbeing thethe wayway theythey dodo inin thethe militarymilitary staffstaff committee.committee. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. (laughs)(laughs) ThatThat mustmust bebe thethe 

easiesteasiest jobjob inin thethe world.world. 

POWELL:POWELL: Right.Right. Now,Now, I'veI've noticednoticed thatthat inin 

thethe 1950's1950's presumablypresumably ---- nownow telltell meme aboutabout thethe ThirdThird 

Committee.Committee. WhatWhat werewere youyou actuallyactually doingdoing there?there? 

GREEN:GREEN: Well,Well, II waswas thethe kindkind ofof seniorsenior 

adviser,adviser, sittingsitting rightright behindbehind firstfirst Mrs.Mrs. RooseveltRoosevelt andand 

thenthen Mrs.Mrs. Lord,Lord, andand whenwhen specialspecial questionsquestions arose,arose, likelike 

narcoticsnarcotics andand soso forth,forth, statethethe State DepartmentDepartment wouldwould sendsend upup 

anan expert.expert. 

ButBut II waswas justjust thethe generalgeneral adviseradviser andand hadhad 

toto seesee thatthat thethe speechesspeeches werewere readyready andand thethe documentsdocuments werewere 

inin handhand andand soso forth.forth. AndAnd thenthen II wouldwould draftdraft remarksremarks forfor 

thethe U.S.U.S. spokesman,spokesman, oror ifif Mrs.Mrs. RooseveltRoosevelt oror Mrs.Mrs. LordLord werewere 

absentabsent I'dI'd actuallyactually sitsit inin thethe chairchair occasionally,occasionally, whichwhich 

waswas veryvery pleasant.pleasant. 

ItIt waswas justjust generalgeneral adviceadvice andand keepingkeeping thethe 

delegatedelegate onon thethe track.track. 
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POWELL:POWELL: DidDid youyou getget involvedinvolved muchmuch inin thethe 

humanhuman rightsrights discussionsdiscussions inin thethe ThirdThird Committee?Committee? 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. TheyThey werewere aa veryvery activeactive 

part,part, asas II remember.remember. OfOf coursecourse Mrs.Mrs. Roosevelt'sRoosevelt's prestigeprestige 

waswas suchsuch thatthat asas ChairmanChairman ofof thethe HumanHuman RightsRights CommissionCommission 

sheshe couldcould speakspeak forfor herselfherself onon thatthat level.level. 

POWELL:POWELL: BecauseBecause II knowknow thatthat youyou diddid aa bookbook 

inin 19561956 onon thethe UnitedUnited NationsNations andand HumanHuman Rights.Rights. IsIs thatthat 

correct?correct? 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. PartPart ofof aa BrookingsBrookings study.study. 

POWELL:POWELL: TheThe BrookingsBrookings Study,Study, yes.yes. AndAnd 

waswas goinggoing toto saysay diddid thisthis growgrow outout ofof youryour workwork withwith thethe 

ThirdThird Committee?Committee? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. II thinkthink so.so. II diddid notnot gogo withwith 

Mrs.Mrs. RooseveltRoosevelt toto thethe HumanHuman RightsRights Commission.Commission. SheShe hadhad 

twotwo otherother statestate DepartmentDepartment advisersadvisers inin whomwhom sheshe trustedtrusted 

andand liked.liked. ButBut whenwhen Mrs.Mrs. LordLord tooktook overover sheshe immediatelyimmediately 

tooktook meme onon asas adviseradviser forfor thatthat Commission.Commission. 

POWELL:POWELL: HowHow wouldwould youyou saysay Mrs.Mrs. RooseveltRoosevelt 

was?was? DidDid sheshe taketake adviceadvice easily,easily, gracefull?gracefull? 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. AA veryvery thoughtfulthoughtful person.person. 

SheShe waswas extremelyextremely intelligent.intelligent. SheShe wrotewrote soso muchmuch andand 

talkedtalked soso muchmuch thatthat sheshe mademade gaffesgaffes allall thethe time,time, asas 

anybodyanybody would,would, andand thereforetherefore peoplepeople laughedlaughed atat her.her. ButBut 

II 
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sheshe hadhad aa first-classfirst-class mindmind behindbehind allall thethe restrest ofof it.it. ButBut 

sheshe justjust diddid tootoo muchmuch andand sheshe diddid makemake mistakes.mistakes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd howhow aboutabout Mrs.Mrs. Lord?Lord? WasWas sheshe 

position,position, succeedingsucceeding thethe mostmost famousfamous ladylady inin thethe world,world, 

andand ofof coursecourse Mrs.Mrs. Roosevelt'sRoosevelt's policypolicy onon humanhuman rightsrights waswas 

reversed.reversed. 

TheThe firstfirst policypolicy statementstatement SecretarySecretary DullesDulles 

'made'made waswas thatthat wewe willwill notnot signsign oror ratifyratify thethe HumanHuman RightsRights 

Covenants,Covenants, whichwhich meantmeant allall Mrs.Mrs. Roosevelt'sRoosevelt's workwork hadhad gonegone 

downdown thethe drain.drain. SoSo poorpoor MaryMary LordLord notnot onlyonly hadhad toto replacereplace 

thethe mostmost famousfamous ladylady inin thethe worldworld butbut sheshe hadhad toto reversereverse 

herher policies.policies. 

SheShe camecame downdown toto WashingtonWashington atat leastleast onceonce aa 

weekweek toto figurefigure outout howhow toto getget QutQut ofof thisthis imbroglio,imbroglio, andand 

wewe developed,developed, butbut itit waswas herher ideaidea really,really, toto introduceintroduce anan 

actionaction programprogram inin thethe HumanHuman RightsRights CommissionCommission ofof rapartarerapartare 

onon specialspecial individualindividual rights,rights, regionalregional conferencesconferences andand 

seminars,seminars, technicaltechnical assistanceassistance toto statesstates thatthat wantedwanted it,it, 

allall sortssorts ofof actionaction inin thethe fieldfield ofof humanhuman rights,rights, andand itit 

actuallyactually savedsaved thethe commission.commission. 

TheThe commissioncommission waswas justjust boggedbogged downdown

polishingpolishing commascommas andand semicolons,semicolons, andand nownow theythey hadhad
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somethingsomething toto do.do. ItIt waswas tootoo badbad thatthat thethe covenantscovenants gotgot 

lostlost inin thethe process.process. Mrs.Mrs. LordLord broughtbrought thethe commissioncommission 

toto life.life. TheThe actionaction programprogram wentwent alongalong veryvery wellwell 

indeed.indeed. II gavegave herher fullfull marksmarks onon imaginationimagination andand energyenergy 

pushingpushing thisthis along.along. 

POWELL:POWELL: InIn thethe pastpast 4040 yearsyears thethe U.N.U.N. andand 

it'sit's agenciesagencies havehave beenbeen busybusy aboutabout humanhuman rightsrights inin aa 

varietyvariety ofof ways.ways. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: We'veWe've mentionedmentioned thethe DeclarationDeclaration onon 

HumanHuman Rights.Rights. 

GREEN:GREEN: WhichWhich waswas aa masterpiece.masterpiece. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThereThere waswas thethe ConventionConvention onon 

Genocide.Genocide. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThereThere werewere thethe twotwo conventionsconventions onon 

HumanHuman Rights,Rights, Political,Political, Civil,Civil, EconomicEconomic andand Social.Social. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThenThen we'vewe've hadhad thethe agenciesagencies beenbeen 

active.active. ILOILO hashas conventionsconventions onon thethe rightsrights ofof workers.workers. 

UNICEFUNICEF hashas thethe rightsrights ofof thethe child.child. TheThe conventionconvention onon 

refugees,refugees, essentiallyessentially thethe rightsrights ofof refugeesrefugees administeredadministered 

byby thethe HighHigh Commission,Commission, andand youyou cancan gogo onon andand onon andand on.on. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 
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POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd thenthen there'sthere's thethe perennialperennial 

efforteffort toto getget thethe creationcreation ofof aa HighHigh CommissionerCommissioner forfor 

HumanHuman Rights.Rights. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut withwith allall thisthis activity,activity, howhow 

effectiveeffective dodo youyou thinkthink thethe U.N.U.N. hashas beenbeen inin thisthis field?field? 

GREEN:GREEN: Well,Well, that'sthat's aa veryvery goodgood question.question. 

I'veI've givengiven aa speechspeech oror twotwo onon itit inin thethe past.past. MyMy theorytheory 

hashas alwaysalways beenbeen thatthat thethe importantimportant thingthing inin thethe fieldfield ofof 

humanhuman rightsrights isis publicity.publicity. 

ConstantlyConstantly exposeexpose violations.violations. ConstantlyConstantly 

criticizecriticize governmentsgovernments thatthat violateviolate thethe declarationdeclaration oror thethe 

covenantscovenants andand soso forth,forth, becausebecause inin mymy estimationestimation nono 

governmentgovernment likeslikes toto bebe exposedexposed andand criticizedcriticized inin public.public. 

TheThe Soviets,I'mSoviets,I'm sure,sure, don'tdon't enjoyenjoy it.it. AndAnd publicitypublicity isis 

thethe chiefchief weapon.weapon. InIn thethe press,press, inin thethe NGONGO community.community. 

Everywhere.Everywhere. JustJust publishingpublishing andand exposingexposing thethe violations.violations. 

II thinkthink that'sthat's thethe keykey toto thethe humanhuman rightsrights activitiesactivities ofof 

thethe U.N.U.N. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow thisthis leadsleads meme toto anotheranother 

questionquestion inin thisthis field.field. TheThe U.N.U.N. inin dealingdealing withwith humanhuman 

rightsrights mattersmatters hashas beenbeen accusedaccused ofof beingbeing muchmuch moremore readyready 

toto discussdiscuss thethe abuseabuse ofof humanhuman rightsrights inin certaincertain countriescountries 

thanthan inin others.others. 
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GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes.

POWELL:POWELL: ItIt hashas beenbeen charged,charged, forfor example,example,

thatthat thethe U.N.U.N. isis preparedprepared toto discussdiscuss humanhuman rightsrights oror thethe 

lacklack ofof themthem inin SouthSouth Africa,Africa, oror inin Chile,Chile, oror inin thethe 

Israeli-occupiedIsraeli-occupied territories,territories, butbut itit isis silentsilent aboutabout thethe 

lacklack ofof freedoms,freedoms, letlet usus say,say, inin ChinaChina oror thethe SovietSoviet Union.Union. 

HowHow farfar isis thatthat chargecharge ofof aa doubledouble standardstandard 

justified?justified? 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink toto aa considerableconsiderable extent,extent, 

butbut thingsthings havehave improved,improved, II believe,believe, inin thethe lastlast yearyear oror 

two.two. There'sThere's beenbeen moremore discussiondiscussion ofof otherother areasareas besidebeside 

thethe favoritefavorite threethree oror fourfour oror whateverwhatever itit is.is. 

II believebelieve theY'~etheY'~e beginningbeginning toto movemove outout andand 

broadenbroaden theirtheir activities.activities. II certainlycertainly hopehope so.so. There'sThere's 

beenbeen muchmuch tootoo narrownarrow aa focus,focus, asas youyou indicate.indicate. 

POWELL:POWELL: YouYou havehave saidsaid thatthat youyou thinkthink thatthat 

thethe constantconstant exposureexposure ofof thethe violationsviolations inin humanhuman rightsrights isis 

oneone ofof thethe mostmost effectiveeffective waysways ofof keepingkeeping governmentsgovernments inin 

line.line. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat dodo youyou thinkthink aboutabout thethe 

argumentargument thatthat publicpublic finger-pointingfinger-pointing hashas perhapsperhaps beenbeen 

counterproductive?counterproductive? ThatThat itit wouldwould bebe bestbest toto useuse thethe goodgood 

officesoffices ofof thethe Secretary-GeneralSecretary-General oror thethe mediamedia effort,effort, 

."."
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quietly,quietly, ofof aa HighHigh CommissionerCommissioner ofof HumanHuman Rights?Rights? That'sThat's 

thethe alternativealternative approach,approach, isn'tisn't it?it? 
••GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. II don'tdon't seesee whywhy youyou can'tcan't dodo 

bothboth atat thethe samesame time,time, butbut II feelfeel stronglystrongly thatthat publicitypublicity 

isis aa keykey function.function. I'veI've alwaysalways beenbeen disappointeddisappointed wewe don'tdon't 

havehave aa HighHigh CommissionerCommissioner forfor HumanHuman Rights.Rights. II believebelieve thethe 

SovietSoviet oppositionopposition hashas killedkilled that.that. 

POWELL:POWELL: TheThe SovietSoviet opposition,opposition, andand alsoalso 

AmbassadorAmbassador Barudy.Barudy. (laughs)(laughs) DoDo youyou remember?remember? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, forgetforget him.him. I'mI'm aa littlelittle sorrysorry 

thatthat whenwhen thethe UniversalUniversal DeclarationDeclaration waswas adoptedadopted atat thethe 

ParisParis AssemblyAssembly inin 1948,1948, thatthat waswas oneone sessionsession II missedmissed 

becausebecause mymy chief,chief, BenjaminBenjamin Gerig,Gerig, wantedwanted toto gogo toto ParisParis soso 

II stayedstayed homehome andand tendedtended thethe store.store. 

ButBut Mrs.Mrs. RooseveltRoosevelt usedused toto telltell thethe story,story, 

bothboth publiclypublicly andand privately,privately, thatthat thethe finalfinal votevote onon thethe 

UniversalUniversal DeclarationDeclaration thatthat waswas ---- II forgotforgot ---- inin 86,86, itit 

waswas unanimousunanimous inin U.N.U.N. parlance,parlance, butbut therethere werewere eighteight 

abstentions.abstentions. 

SixSix Soviet-blocSoviet-bloc states,states, onon thethe groundsgrounds thatthat 

therethere werewere notnot enoughenough economiceconomic andand socialsocial rights.rights. SaudiSaudi 

Arabia,Arabia, becausebecause ArticleArticle somethingsomething oror other,other, everyoneeveryone hashas 

thethe rightright toto changechange hishis religion,religion, andand wewe asas defendersdefenders ofof 

thethe faithfaith cannotcannot acceptaccept thatthat concept.concept. 
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NowNow thethe otherother MoslemMoslem statesstates wentwent alongalong withwith 

it,it, butbut notnot SaudiSaudi Arabia.Arabia. TheyThey couldcould notnot votevote forfor that.that. 

AndAnd finallyfinally itit waswas SouthSouth Africa.Africa. TheyThey couldcould notnot acceptaccept 

thethe openingopening clauseclause thatthat allall humanhuman beingsbeings areare equalequal inin 

dignitydignity andand humanhuman rights.rights. SaidSaid thethe SouthSouth AfricanAfrican delegatedelegate 

---- thisthis isis Mrs.Mrs. Roosevelt'sRoosevelt's storystory ---- "they"they nevernever havehave beenbeen 

equal,equal, they'rethey're notnot equalequal today,today, andand theythey nevernever willwill bebe 

equal."equal." 

AndAnd Mrs.Mrs. RooseveltRoosevelt saidsaid youyou couldcould feelfeel thethe 

chillchill inin thethe airair inin thethe PalacePalace dede Chaioux.Chaioux. IfIf he'dhe'd justjust 

stoppedstopped withwith thethe pastpast andand thethe presentpresent itit wouldwould bebe alright,alright, 

butbut toto saysay thatthat theythey nevernever willwill bebe equalequal waswas tootoo much.much. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) II don'tdon't knowknow whetherwhether 

PrimePrime MinisterMinister BothaBotha wouldwould saysay thatthat today.today. 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink so.so. 

POWELL:POWELL: Now.Now. I'mI'm goinggoing toto askask youyou aa 

questionquestion aboutabout ---- thisthis isis becausebecause ofof youryour longlong associationassociation 

withwith thethe decolonizationdecolonization effort.effort. WeWe seesee thethe resultsresults inin thethe 

U.N.U.N. afterafter fortyforty years.years. ThereThere werewere 5050 governmentsgovernments 

representedrepresented atat SanSan Francisco.Francisco. TodayToday 159159 flagsflags flyfly outsideoutside 

ofof thethe U.N.U.N. andand thisthis increaseincrease hashas beenbeen largelylargely duedue toto thethe 

decolonizationdecolonization process.process. 

TAPETAPE CHANGESCHANGES SPEEDSPEED 
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POWELL:POWELL: HowHow hashas thisthis effectedeffected thethe worldworld 

organization?organization? 

GREEN:GREEN: Well,Well, it'sit's obviouslyobviously becomebecome muchmuch 

moremore cumbersomecumbersome toto operate.operate. It'sIt's diminisheddiminished thethe influenceinfluence 

ofof thethe UnitedUnited states.states. InIn thethe goodgood oldold daysdays thethe UnitedUnited 

statesstates actedacted asas partyparty whip,whip, consultingconsulting allall thethe timetime behindbehind 

thethe scenesscenes pushingpushing draftdraft resolutionsresolutions aroundaround andand forfor tenten 

yearsyears itit workedworked veryvery well.well. 

WeWe werewere thethe partyparty whip,whip, butbut nownow ofof coursecourse 

we'rewe're inin aa veryvery smallsmall minorityminority andand cancan nono longerlonger exerciseexercise 

thatthat function,function, andand forfor thatthat reasonreason thethe U.N.U.N. doesn'tdoesn't ---- inin 

thethe goodgood oldold daysdays whenwhen thethe U.S.U.S. waswas thethe partyparty whipwhip thethe 

U.N.U.N. functionedfunctioned veryvery efficientlyefficiently inin termsterms ofof structurestructure andand 

adoptingadopting resolutionsresolutions andand things.things. 

TodayToday there'sthere's nono oneone playingplaying thatthat rolerole andand 

itit takestakes muchmuch longerlonger toto getget thingsthings donedone andand youyou getget tenten 

resolutionsresolutions allall sayingsaying thethe samesame thingthing adoptedadopted whichwhich wouldwould 

notnot havehave happenedhappened inin thethe goodgood oldold days.days. ButBut that'sthat's justjust aa 

changechange whichwhich isis inevitable.inevitable. 

POWELL:POWELL: HasHas thethe U.N.U.N. workedworked outout thethe wayway 

you,you, PasvolskyPasvolsky andand thethe othersothers inin thethe stateState DepartmentDepartment werewere 

envisioningenvisioning itit inin 19441944 oror 45?45? 

GREEN:GREEN: Well,Well, it'sit's kindkind ofof aa yesyes andand nono 

answer.answer. CertainlyCertainly thethe SecuritySecurity CouncilCouncil hashas donedone somesome goodgood 
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workwork butbut itit hasn'thasn't donedone thethe kindkind ofof peacekeepingpeacekeeping workwork theythey 

hadhad hopedhoped forfor inin thethe earlyearly days.days. 

TheThe GeneralGeneral AssemblyAssembly has,has, II think,think, performedperformed 

veryvery wellwell asas aa debatedebate forumforum forfor gettinggetting ideasideas out,out, andand thethe 

firstfirst fewfew weeksweeks ofof thethe GeneralGeneral AssemblyAssembly areare veryvery usefuluseful 

forfor thethe bilateral'bilateral' talks.talks. That'sThat's wherewhere thethe foreignforeign 

ministersministers getget togethertogether andand dealdeal bilaterallybilaterally withwith problems,problems, 

soso it'sit's beenbeen usefuluseful fromfrom thatthat idea,idea, thatthat function.function. 

AndAnd thethe EconomicEconomic SocialSocial CouncilCouncil II thinkthink hashas 

donedone basicallybasically aa prettypretty goodgood job.job. ItIt doesn'tdoesn't getget muchmuch 

publicitypublicity forfor it.it. ButBut onon thethe wholewhole II thinkthink thethe U.N.U.N. hashas 

succeeded.succeeded. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat aboutabout thethe Secretariat?Secretariat? OverOver 

thethe yearsyears you'veyou've watched,watched, forfor fortyforty yearsyears now,now, thethe growthgrowth 

ofof thethe Secretariat.Secretariat. HasHas thethe qualityquality ofof thethe SecretariatSecretariat 

changed?changed? HowHow dodo peoplepeople shapeshape upup inin 19861986 comparedcompared withwith 

whatwhat theythey werewere inin 1946/1946/ 477477 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't seesee enoughenough ofof themthem 

personallypersonally toto bebe ableable toto givegive youyou aa judgmentjudgment onon that.that. 

There'sThere's aa generalgeneral complaintcomplaint thatthat it'sit's muchmuch tootoo big.big. 

That'sThat's quitequite possible.possible. BureaucraciesBureaucracies tendtend toto growgrow largerlarger 

thanthan necessary.necessary. ButBut asas farfar asas II knowknow it'sit's justjust tootoo big,big, 

butbut usuallyusually efficientefficient •• 

....
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POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat wouldwould youyou considerconsider thethe 

greatestgreatest strengthsstrengths ofof thethe U.N.U.N. today?today? 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink probablyprobably thethe GeneralGeneral 

AssemblyAssembly hashas aa meetingmeeting placeplace forfor headsheads ofof state,state, foreignforeign 

ministersministers atat thethe beginning,beginning, andand thenthen aa forumforum forfor thethe 

discussiondiscussion ofof issues.issues. II thinkthink that'sthat's theirtheir chiefchief 

contribution,contribution, thethe exchangeexchange ofof ideasideas andand occasionallyoccasionally 

agreement.agreement. II wouldwould thinkthink that'sthat's thethe mostmost usefuluseful function.function. 

POWELL:POWELL: WellWell whatwhat isis it'sit's greatestgreatest weakness?weakness? 

GREEN:GREEN: WellWell probablyprobably thethe size,size, onon thethe 

reversereverse sideside it'sit's justjust muchmuch harderharder toto getget thingsthings done,done, 

muchmuch harderharder toto getget anan agreementagreement inin thethe GeneralGeneral Assembly,Assembly, 

butbut it'sit's inevitableinevitable whenwhen youyou havehave 159159 statesstates whichwhich wewe havehave 

welcomed.welcomed. 

POWELL:POWELL: WouldWould youyou havehave donedone anythinganything 

differentlydifferently inin youryour planningplanning inin thethe stateState DepartmentDepartment ifif 

youyou couldcould havehave lookedlooked aheadahead andand seenseen thethe U.N.U.N. inin 1986?1986? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink so.so. ToTo meme it'sit's 

functionedfunctioned basicallybasically veryvery well,well, servingserving thethe purposepurpose forfor 

whichwhich itit waswas designed.designed. ThereThere areare constantconstant proposals,proposals, ofof 

course,course, toto changechange thethe votingvoting procedure.procedure. OneOne state,state, 

oneone vote.vote. BaseBase itit onon populationpopulation oror nationalnational incomeincome oror 

whatnot,whatnot, butbut II thinkthink that'sthat's aa non-starter.non-starter. TheThe 
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mini-statesmini-states areare notnot goinggoing toto givegive upup theirtheir oneone state,state, oneone 

vote,vote, theirtheir prerogatives.prerogatives. 

POWELL:POWELL: YouYou thinkthink onceonce it'sit's beenbeen 

establishedestablished it'sit's there?there? 

GREEN:GREEN: It'sIt's there.there. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. NowNow herehere wewe areare 4141 yearsyears 

afterafter SanSan Francisco.Francisco. DoesDoes thethe U.N.U.N. havehave aa future?future? 

GREEN:GREEN: Oh,Oh, absolutely.absolutely. ThatThat oldold clichecliche ifif 

itit didn'tdidn't existexist itit wouldwould havehave toto bebe inventedinvented II thinkthink isis 

perfectlyperfectly true.true. 

POWELL:POWELL: That'sThat's aa goodgood questionquestion thatthat I'veI've 

justjust beenbeen handedhanded herehere andand II thinkthink that'sthat's aa veryvery goodgood oneone 

aboutabout thethe U.S.U.S. withdrawal,withdrawal, inin effect,effect, ofof supportsupport forfor thethe 

U.N.U.N. II meanmean we'vewe've seenseen itit inin severalseveral differentdifferent ways,ways, andand 

particularlyparticularly inin financialfinancial support.support. TheThe U.N.U.N. isis goinggoing toto 

havehave aa terrificterrific crunchcrunch inin thethe yearyear toto comecome ifif thisthis 

financialfinancial supportsupport witherswithers asas muchmuch asas it'sit's expected.expected. 

GREEN:GREEN: WellWell II don'tdon't wantwant toto taketake aa partisanpartisan 

positionposition butbut partpart ofof thethe troubletrouble isis atat thethe WhiteWhite House.House. 

TheThe ReaganReagan administrationadministration isis justjust notnot interestedinterested inin thethe 

U.N.U.N. andand AmbassadorAmbassador KirkpatrickKirkpatrick II thinkthink waswas aa disasterdisaster forfor 

fourfour years.years. SoSo confrontational.confrontational. NoneNone ofof thethe 

old-fashionedold-fashioned leadershipleadership behindbehind thethe scenes.scenes. SheShe waswas 

alwaysalways justjust fightingfighting withwith everybody.everybody. 



II 

-71--71- JAME5JAMES GREENGREEN 
21/04/8621/04/86 

VernonVernon Walters II don'tdon't knowknow personallypersonally atat 

allall butbut I'veI've heardheard himhim speakspeak twicetwice nownow onon differentdifferent 

occasionsoccasions andand he'she's aa muchmuch moremore usefuluseful ambassador.ambassador. Warm,Warm, 

WaIters 

friendly,friendly, cooperative,cooperative, andand II thinkthink thingsthings willwill change.change. 

thinkthink we'llwe'll getget moremore ofof ourour leadershipleadership backback afterafter thethe fourfour 

yearsyears ofof disasterdisaster underunder Mrs.Mrs. Kirkpatrick.Kirkpatrick. 

POWELL:POWELL: YouYou thinkthink thesethese thingsthings maymay bebe 

cyclicalcyclical then?then? 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: OtherOther thanthan sortsort ofof aa longlong termterm 

thing?thing? 

GREEN:GREEN: No,No, no.no. Cyclical.Cyclical. SoSo muchmuch dependsdepends 

onon thethe personalitypersonality ofof thethe U.S.U.S. representatives.representatives. We'veWe've hadhad 

greatgreat onesones andand we'vewe've hadhad weakweak ones.ones. KirkpatrickKirkpatrick waswas thethe 

lowlow point.point. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut howhow aboutabout thethe variousvarious 

secretariessecretaries ofof statestate withwith whomwhom you'veyou've worked?worked? HowHow diddid 

theythey feelfeel aboutabout thethe U.N.?U.N.? I'mI'm thinkingthinking now,now, youyou beganbegan 

withwith StettiniusStettinius andand thenthen therethere waswas JimmyJimmy BurnsBurns andand therethere 

waswas CordellCordell Hull,Hull, ofof course.course. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd rightright downdown throughthrough thethe yearsyears 

havehave theythey beenbeen fairlyfairly warmwarm supporterssupporters ofof thethe U.N.?U.N.? 
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GREEN:GREEN: AsAs farfar asas II know,know, yes.yes. II haven'thaven't 

beenbeen personallypersonally involvedinvolved anymore.anymore. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. 

GREEN:GREEN: ButBut thethe firstfirst teamteam II workedworked under,under, 

Roosevelt,Roosevelt, HullHull andand SumnerSumner WellsWells waswas II thinkthink inin somesome waysways 

thethe best.best. RooseveltRoosevelt hadhad thethe greatgreat nationalnational leadership.leadership. 

HullHull hadhad thethe contactscontacts withwith Congress,Congress, andand SumnerSumner WellsWells waswas 

thethe techniciantechnician thatthat mademade thingsthings work.work. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhatWhat waswas Wells'Wells' actualactual rolerole inin thethe 

State Department?Department? 

GREEN:GREEN: HeHe waswas Undersecretary,Undersecretary, II believe.believe. 

POWELL:POWELL: Hmm.Hmm. 

GREEN:GREEN: UndersecretaryUndersecretary ofof state,State, andand aa veryvery 

ableable man,man, andand thatthat was,was, asas II say,say, thethe bestbest triotrio II workedworked 

under.under. II don'tdon't thinkthink EisenhowerEisenhower waswas particularlyparticularly 

interestedinterested inin thethe U.N.U.N. HeHe wasn'twasn't opposedopposed toto it.it. ItIt justjust 

wasn'twasn't inin hishis fieldfield ofof interests.interests. TheThe othersothers havehave beenbeen 

largelylargely supportive.supportive. 

state 

POWELL:POWELL: II thinkthink you'veyou've knownknown quitequite aa changechange 

withwith Kennedy,Kennedy, forfor example?example? 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. AndAnd LyndonLyndon JohnsonJohnson waswas veryvery 

useful,useful, II think,think, inin pushingpushing U.N.U.N. activities.activities. 
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POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd eveneven II guessguess Dr.Dr. KissingerKissinger 

eventuallyeventually discovereddiscovered thatthat thethe U.N.U.N. hadhad somesome utility,utility, 

particularlyparticularly atat thethe timetime ofof thethe 19741974 YomYom KippurKippur War.War. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes.

POWELL:POWELL: Well,Well, II thinkthink ---- havehave youyou gotgot --

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh dear.dear. AllAll thethe hardhard questionsquestions

comecome fromfrom otherother there.there. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) IsIs therethere anythinganything elseelse 

youyou wouldwould likelike toto addadd toto thethe recordrecord regardingregarding anyany ofof thethe 

eventsevents thatthat youyou participatedparticipated in?in? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink so.so. II thinkthink you'veyou've 

coveredcovered thethe waterfront.waterfront. 

POWELL:POWELL: BecauseBecause youyou werewere reallyreally inin thisthis 

fromfrom 4444 rightright onward.onward. 

GREEN:GREEN: OhOh yes.yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd whenwhen diddid youyou finallyfinally leaveleave thethe 

statestate Department?Department? Yes,Yes, youyou toldtold meme beforebefore wewe beganbegan 

recordingrecording thatthat youyou wentwent overover toto thethe ForeignForeign Service.Service. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhenWhen diddid youyou gogo overover there?there? 

GREEN:GREEN: Let'sLet's see,see, '56'56 II believebelieve itit was.was. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThenThen youyou werewere inin AfricaAfrica duringduring thatthat 

importantimportant decolonizationdecolonization process?process? 
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GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. BelgianBelgian Congo,Congo, GhanaGhana andand 

•• Morocco.Morocco. TheThe bestbest partyparty II everever gavegave anywhereanywhere waswas inin 

Casablanca.Casablanca. II showedshowed thethe filmfilm ofof "Casablanca'!"Casablanca'! inin mymy ownown 

frontfront yard.yard. TheThe mayormayor ofof thethe citycity council,council, everybodyeverybody whowho 

waswas anybodyanybody inin town.town. ItIt waswas thethe bestbest partyparty II everever gave.gave. 

POWELL:POWELL: WereWere youyou actuallyactually inin thethe BelgianBelgian 

CongoCongo atat thethe timetime ofof independence?independence? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. II waswas thethe penultimatepenultimate consulconsul 

general,general, '56,'56, l58,l58, andand ThomlinsonThomlinson followedfollowed me.me. HeHe waswas thethe 

lastlast oneone beforebefore thatthat independenceindependence inin 1960.1960. 

POWELL:POWELL: BecauseBecause youyou knowknow BuncheBunche waswas there?there?

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes.

POWELL:POWELL: HammarskjoldHammarskjold hadhad sentsent himhim onon toto

representrepresent himhim there.there. 

GREEN:GREEN: That'sThat's right.right. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThatThat celebration.celebration. 

GREEN:GREEN: TheThe BelgiansBelgians goofedgoofed veryvery badlybadly onon 

thatthat one.one. TheyThey didn'tdidn't havehave thethe worldwideworldwide experienceexperience thatthat 

thethe BritishBritish had.had. TheThe BritishBritish wouldwould havehave calledcalled aa 

roundtableroundtable conferenceconference andand stalledstalled forfor tenten yearsyears andand gotgot 

somesome educatededucated civilcivil servantsservants andand all,all, butbut thethe BelgiansBelgians 

justjust panickedpanicked andand dasheddashed home.home. 

ItIt waswas aa greatgreat tragedytragedy becausebecause II thinkthink therethere 

werewere 1717 universityuniversity graduatesgraduates inin thethe wholewhole country.country. ThereThere 
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waswas justjust nobodynobody toto taketake overover thethe civilcivil service.service. WhereasWhereas 

"" thethe British,British, whenwhen thethe BritishBritish changedchanged thethe GoldGold CoastCoast intointo 

GhanaGhana theythey tooktook KwameKwame NkrumahNkrumah outout ofof jailjail andand mademade himhim 

primeprime minister.minister. 

POWELL:POWELL: (laughs)(laughs) 

GREEN:GREEN: That'sThat's thethe wayway aa realreal imperialimperial powerpower 

doesdoes things.things. 

POWELL:POWELL: That'sThat's reallyreally fascinating.fascinating. WellWell wewe 

discusseddiscussed aa lotlot ofof personalities.personalities. WasWas therethere anyany 

particularparticular personperson besidesbesides BuncheBunche thatthat youyou workedworked withwith 

closelyclosely inin thethe Secretariat?Secretariat? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink so.so. HeHe waswas mymy 

oppositeopposite numbernumber mostmost ofof thethe time.time. II don'tdon't believebelieve therethere 

waswas anybodyanybody comparablecomparable toto him.him. 

POWELL:POWELL: Now,Now, let'slet's see.see. WhoWho elseelse wouldwould 

therethere be?be? YouYou talkedtalked aboutabout BenBen Gerig.Gerig. 

GREEN:GREEN: ThereThere waswas anotheranother inin thethe AfricaAfrica 

se He1nz whowho diedie dd witwit hh HHaa mmmm aa rr ss kkjj old,old, IIs ess ss ion.ion. Heinz WiescboffWiescboff 

think.think. 

POWELL:POWELL: That'sThat's right.right. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. HeHe waswas aa veryvery ableable man.man. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd anan expertexpert onon thethe Congo,Congo, II 

believe.believe. 
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GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. II thinkthink so.so. II knowknow thatthat waswas aa 

greatgreat tragedy.tragedy. 

POWELL:POWELL: NowNow waswas GerigGerig ---- youyou describeddescribed 

PasvolskyPasvolsky asas thethe chesschess player.player. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: AtAt thethe veryvery beginningbeginning ofof ourour 

conversation.conversation. DidDid GerigGerig dodo aa lotlot ofof draftingdrafting himself?himself? 

WhatWhat waswas hishis role?role? 

GREEN:GREEN: Well,Well, hehe waswas thethe boss.boss. HeHe diddid somesome 

draftingdrafting himselfhimself butbut usuallyusually leftleft itit toto BuncheandBuncheand meme andand 

BillBill CarterCarter whowho waswas onon thethe staffstaff atat thatthat time.time. ButBut GerigGerig 

alwaysalways tooktook thethe creditcredit forfor thethe documentsdocuments thatthat wentwent 

upstairs.upstairs. HeHe didn'tdidn't dodo muchmuch ofof thethe draftingdrafting asas II rememberremember 

himself.himself. 

POWELL:POWELL: I'mI'm supposedsupposed toto askask youyou nownow howhow youyou 

threethree divideddivided upup youryour responsibilities.responsibilities. 

GREEN:GREEN: Well,Well, thatthat waswas alwaysalways upup toto Gerig,Gerig, 

whowho saidsaid youyou dodo thisthis andand youyou dodo that.that. ThereThere waswas nono fairfair 

lineline •.••.• 

POWELL:POWELL: NoNo •••••• 

GREEN:GREEN: No,No, justjust whateverwhatever hadhad toto bebe done.done. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes,Yes, yes.yes. Gerig,Gerig, ofof course,course, waswas atat 

SanSan FranciscoFrancisco asas wellwell asas atat LondonLondon andand allall thesethese otherother 

•• ones.ones. 
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GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: I'veI've heardheard itit said,said, somebodysomebody toldtold 

me,me, II forget,forget, inin oneone ofof thesethese interviews,interviews, thatthat oneone ofof thethe 

reasonsreasons thatthat A~gerA~ger HissHiss wentwent toto YaltaYalta waswas thatthat Pasvols~1Pasvols~1

refusedrefused toto go.go. HeHe hatedhated toto fly.fly. IsIs thatthat true?true? 

GREEN:GREEN: II nevernever heardheard that.that. 

POWELL:POWELL: NeverNever heardheard that?that? 

GREEN:GREEN: No.No. 

POWELL:POWELL: ThatThat whenwhen theythey hadhad thethe inter-inter-

AmericanAmerican conference,conference, atat thethe endend ofof February,February, II thinkthink itit 

was,was, inin MexicoMexico City,City, whenwhen thethe u.s.u.S. wentwent downdown there.there. InIn 

fact,fact, SatiniaSatinia flewflew directlydirectly fromfrom YaltaYalta toto Mexico,Mexico, thethe onlyonly 

wayway Pasvolsky'wouldPasvolsky'would gogo toto MexicoMexico CityCity waswas byby train.train. 

GREEN:GREEN: Train.Train. SoundsSounds likelike him.him. 

POWELL:POWELL: AndAnd somebodysomebody whowho wentwent withwith himhim saidsaid 

itit waswas aa miserablemiserable triptrip butbut that'sthat's thethe onlyonly wayway hehe wouldwould 

go.go. 

GREEN:GREEN: SoundsSounds justjust likelike him.him. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes.Yes. YouYou saidsaid thatthat youyou hadhad writtenwritten 

aa ---- well,well, youyou did,did, youyou wrotewrote inin thatthat BrOODn~BrOODn~ Institute,Institute, 

aa series.series. YouYou wrotewrote aa bookbook onon humanhuman rights.rights. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: Now,Now, RuthRuth RussellRussell hashas donedone thatthat 

sortsort ofof definitivedefinitive bookbook onon thethe charter.charter. 
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GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 
~~.. POWELL:POWELL: Now,Now, sheshe waswas inin statethethe State 

Department.Department. ButBut sheshe waswas moremore onon thethe economiceconomic sideside wasn'twasn't 

she?she? WorkingWorking onon II thinkthink BretonBreton WoodsWoods andand thethe inter-inter

nationalnational financialfinancial institutions.institutions. II can'tcan't findfind aa recordrecord 

thatthat sheshe waswas ---- sheshe didn'tdidn't gogo toto SanSan FranciscoFrancisco II don'tdon't 

believebelieve diddid she?she? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't thinkthink soso butbut II ......

POWELL:POWELL: DidDid youyou knowknow her?her?

GREEN:GREEN: Yes,Yes, yes,yes, inin factfact II sawsaw herher outout atat

thisthis AnaheimAnaheim conference.conference. WeWe werewere onon aa panelpanel togethertogether andand 

sheshe sayssays she'sshe's keepingkeeping busybusy andand doingdoing somesome writing.writing. II 

haven'thaven't seenseen anyany paperspapers byby herher butbut I'mI'm notnot upup toto datedate onon 

this.this. SheShe waswas aa veryvery activeactive personperson inin thosethose days.days. VeryVery 

able.able. 

POWELL:POWELL: InIn fact,fact, II believebelieve thatthat thethe bookbook 

waswas reallyreally thethe ideaidea byby PasvolskjlPasvolskjl andand thenthen whenwhen hehe dieddied 

sheshe pickedpicked itit upup andand completedcompleted it.it. 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink so.so. Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: DidDid Paslovs~YPaslovs~Y thenthen ---- whenwhen hehe leftleft 

thethe StateState DepartmentDepartment diddid hehe gogo overover toto BrookingsBrookings dodo youyou 

know?know? WasWas thatthat thethe idea?idea? 

GREEN:GREEN: II don'tdon't remember.remember. Sorry.Sorry. I'mI'm threethree 

monthsmonths olderolder thanthan PresidentPresident ReaganReagan soso ...... hehe forgetsforgets things.things. 

;; 
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e..e.. 
POWELL:POWELL: YepYep •• 

,.,.•• GREEN:GREEN: AndAnd whywhy hehe hadhad toto havehave anan afternoonafternoon 

map.map. 

POWELL:POWELL: WhyWhy diddid ---- howhow diddid PasvolskPasvolsk getget 

involvedinvolved inin this.this. HeHe wasn'twasn't clearlyclearly aa stateState DepartmentDepartment 

man,man, waswas he?he? 

GREEN:GREEN: No,No, II thinkthink not.not. HeHe waswas CordellCordell 

Hull"S rightright handhand manman andand 
II 

waswas justjust kindkind ofof singlesingleHulll'S hehe aa 
"" 

,, 
bTatn·bTatn· trust.trust. forfor Hull.Hull. AndAnd HallHall trustedtrusted himhim andand gavegave himhim 

assignmentsassignments andand hehe waswas thethe thinkthink tanktank forfor CordellCordell HullHull andand 

aa veryvery usefuluseful citizencitizen butbut II don'tdon't rememberremember wherewhere hehe camecame 

fromfrom oror wherewhere hehe went.went. 

delega-POWELL:POWELL: NowNow HallHall isis listedlisted onon thethe del ega

tiontion atat SanSan FranciscoFrancisco butbut II understandunderstand hehe wasn'twasn't veryvery 

well.well. II don'tdon't thinkthink hehe spentspent veryvery muchmuch timetime outout there.there. 

0000 youyou know?know? 

GREEN:GREEN: That'sThat's mymy recollection.recollection. HeHe waswas 

therethere justjust forfor thethe openingopening andand thenthen wentwent back.back. I'veI've 

forgotttnforgotttn whatwhat thethe illnessillness waswas butbut hehe waswas weakweak fromfrom 

something.something. II onceonce knewknew aa speechspeech writerwriter forfor SecretarySecretary 

.. S~ttimttsS~ttimtts whowho saidsaid thethe troubletrouble withwith thethe SecretarySecretary isis hehe 

alwaysalways gotgot thethe emPHAsisemPHAsis onon thethe wrongwrong syLABBLE.syLABBLE. 

POWELL:POWELL: Yes,Yes, well,well, now,now, II wonderwonder howhow itit waswas 

withwith Satinias.Satinias. AfterAfter all,all, youyou saidsaid hehe waswas firedfired thatthat 

morningmorning ofof thethe 26th26th ofof June.June. 
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....- GREEN:GREEN: YesYes •• 

.."" POWELL:POWELL: DidDid youyou noticenotice whenwhen youyou sawsaw himhim 

afterwardsafterwards inin London,London, saysay hehe wentwent toto thethe preparatorypreparatory 

commissioncommission andand thenthen hehe wentwent toto thethe firstfirst sessionsession ofof thethe 

GeneralGeneral AssemblyAssembly andand soso on,on, waswas hehe aa changedchanged manman asas aa 

resultresult ofof thatthat oror diddid hehe carry on?justjust carryon? 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink hehe justjust carriedcarried on.on. 

POWELL:POWELL: BecauseBecause BurnsBurns wentwent toto London.London. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes.Yes. 

POWELL:POWELL: II thinkthink hehe technicallytechnically headedheaded thethe 

delegation.delegation. 

GREEN:GREEN: II thinkthink so.so. 

POWELL:POWELL: GutGut StettiniusStettinius ...... II meanmean hehe waswas ...... 

GREEN:GREEN: II thikthik soso butbut mymy memorymemory isis veryvery 

hazy.hazy. HeHe waswas aa veryvery likablelikable personperson and,and, asas II say,say, aa 

marvelousmarvelous manager.manager. HeHe isis aa perfectperfect UndersecretaryUndersecretary ofof 

state.state. Period.Period. 

POWELL:POWELL: ButBut hehe didn'tdidn't havehave thethe intellectualintellectual 

conceptualconceptual qualities.qualities.

GREEN:GREEN: No.No.

POWELL:POWELL: ToTo bebe Secretary.Secretary.

GREEN:GREEN: ItIt waswas tootoo bad.bad.

POWELL:POWELL: WeWe coveredcovered that.that.

•• GREEN:GREEN: Good.Good. 
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POWELL:POWELL: Well,Well, II thinkthink thatthat we'vewe've coveredcovered aa 

greatgreat dealdeal ofof material,material, Mr.Mr. Green,Green, andand II appreciateappreciate youryour 

givinggiving youryour time.time. 

GREEN:GREEN: ThankThank you.you. I'mI'm afraidafraid II haven'thaven't 

donedone asas wellwell asas II should.should. 

POWELL:POWELL: No,No, II thinkthink somesome ofof thesethese thingsthings 

we'vewe've gotgot onon recordrecord thisthis morningmorning areare good.good. II thinkthink it'sit's 

excellent.excellent. 

GREEN:GREEN: Good.Good. 

POWELL:POWELL: So,So, II hopehope thatthat you'llyou'll havehave timetime toto 

joinjoin usus forfor lunch.lunch. 

GREEN:GREEN: Yes,Yes, indeed.indeed. Let'sLet's havehave aa drinkdrink 

rightright now.now. 

POWELL:POWELL: I'veI've gotgot aa couplecouple ofof telephonetelephone 

callscalls I'veI've gotgot toto makemake beforebefore thatthat butbut we'llwe'll bebe reopeningreopening 

thethe diningdining roomroom todaytoday asas youyou maymay know.know. 

GREEN:GREEN: Good.Good. 

POWELL:POWELL: II hopehope itit measuresmeasures up.up. 
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