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UMRESTRICTED
SECURITY CONSEIL §/419
COUNCIL DE SECURITE 17 ouly 1947

ORIGINAL: INGLISE

LETTTR FROM THE CEATRMAN OF THE COMMISSION OF INVESTICATION
CCiKCERNING GREPK FRONTIER INCIDENTS TO THE FRESIDENT OF 1EE
SICURITY CGUNCIL, DATED 17 JULY 1947 AND EFCLCSED TELIGRAM

Sir,

I heve the honowr to- transmit, for the information of the members
of the Sceurity Councii, the telegram rcceived on July 17th 1947, from
the Chairmen of the Subsidlery G}.;Ot‘.P concerning the lavestigatior of the
alleged i‘rontiei' incident at Beles ,Pmkhoma on the Greco-Yugoslav border.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant

(s1gned) Z. GAWRAK

Chairmon of the Commiggicn

Dr. Ogscar lLenge

President of the Security Council
Lrake Success, N.Y.

———
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CCVMISSION OF INVESTIGATION CCNCERNING GRERE FRONTIER INCIDENTS
TELTGRAM FRCM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SUBSIDIARY GRQUFP TO THE CHAIRMAN CF

BEE CCMMISSION RECEIVED 17 JULY 1947
CONCERKING THE INVESTIGATION OF THE BELES PROKECMA INCIDERTS

I have honour informing you that on July ‘7, after hearing stztements
made by Greek Liaison Representative and Brigedier General Arftbymios Vaailas,
the Subsidiary Group decided to investlgate incidents of Beles Prokhoma of
5 July 1g47. Hereunder followa a sustary of the above-mentioned statamente.

Eambalouris, Lizsison Represantative, declared tﬁat during mopping up
operatione on Mount Beles on 3 July, Greek troops could not proceed to their
goal beceuse Andartes were using Yugoslavian territory and attacks from -
Yugoslav territory were led hy Andartes on flank of Greek troops while
ammunition transports came from Yugoslavia.

‘ Brigadier Efthymios Vzsilas stated that Gpeek trocps were unable to teke
crest line of Mount Beles which is on the border line with Yugoslavia during
mopping up operations on b, 5, and & July, beceuse of the following five

" violations comritted by the Yugoelav:

Firstly, on the morning of 5 July, Greek Yroops operating mear Hei ht
1849 were firgd at from crest line by machine guns and from Yugoslav
territory by artillery cor mortar;

Seccndly, on the same day, at 10:0C hours, during engagement with
Andertes at Height 1874 ) bendite crossed into Yugoslev territory where
Yugoal:av forces with officers were in fighting positions. Anrdartes
transported their wounded into Yugoslav territory. On that occazion
discussion took plece between Greek and Yugoslav officers.

Thirdly, on the same day, at 18:00 hours, Gresk Lro0pS OpSrating on
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Height 1219, noticed Columm 60 Andartes coming into Greek territory at e
poiﬁt 500 meters eaat of point 164 where is located Yugzoslav post.
Greek troops were fired at from the seme part of the Yugeslav frontier.
Fourthly, on the same dey, at 19:00 hours, attack by Andartes was
followed by counter-attack by Greek troops. And.artés retregted Into
Yugoslav terﬂtory. Attack lsunched by Apdertes was supported by

heavy machine-gun fire from Yugoslav territory. Greek troops at

Prokhoms noticed mules amd a cer carrying sumunitione to Yugoslav
frontier post, wherefrom Apdartes brought ammunition on own mules.
Fifthly, evidence proving collaboration of Yugoslavs with Apdartes

is contained in a capbured wessage addressed by & liaison officer to a

ckief of Andertes named Homiros. This message states: ,
"We are holding border lins from Triethnes to platoon of 'I‘l':em:ls“éi

Themis is the Junction of border between Greece, Yugoslavia and

The Subsidiery Group has decided on 16 July to inform the Yugoélav

Government of its decision to investigate those alleged incidents and to

request its full co-operation in the investigetion. The Polish

Delegation objected to the sending of this telegram beceuse in its

opinion the Subsidlary Group hed not yet sufficiently studied the
documentation concerning this cese and the necessity of sending this

telegram. Regarding the text of the telegram, the Polish Dslegation

considered that it respeated rrevicus errors which could not contribute
to promote and assure the co-operation of interssted governments. A
telegrem sent to Belgrade on 16 July reads as follows:
"His Excellency, Minister Foreign Affairs Belgrade.
"Subsidiery Group of Commission of Investigation of Gresk
Frontier Incidents hes begun investigation of an ir;cident brought
to ite attention —by the Greek Government and slleged to have
occurred on the Greco-Yugoslav frontier. Incldent is described as

/Beles Prokhoma
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Belea Prokhoma incident and is alleged itc have teken plece during
Greek Aramy operstions on Mount Beles on 5 July 1947. In ccnnection
this incident it is alleged (2) that Greek troons neer Height 1849
were fired on by mortars losated inside Yugoslav ter—itory in
reishbourtocd of Height 1649; (b) that Greek gusiillas at Helght
187k pursued by Greek troops crossed the fronmtler into Yugoslavias
teldng their wounded with thew iIn the presence of two Iugoslav
officers with whom Greek officer held a conversation; (c) that at
z point sbout 500 metar sast of Height 1644 and nesr a Yugoslaw
frontier post about 12 Greek guerillas with pack enimals entered
Greek territory from Yugeslevia; (d) that Greek troops om Height
1219 were fired om by machine ams loca;ﬁed. around & pyremid on the
frontier line; {e) that Greek troops west of Frokhome (Eeight 412)
were fired uvon from & Yugoalev f’rbntier post znd were attacked by
Greek guerillas wiho crossed the frontier frow ‘Iﬁgc-slavia and
subsequently withdrew Into Yugoslav territory; {f) tbet Greek
guerillas with pack apipels wers p‘:ese;:*; in Yugoslavia territory in .
2res westof Prokhome; (g) that Greek guerillas took sunvliss from
a Yugoslav frémtier post in aree weat of Prok‘zc;ma znd brousht them
into Gresce,
"Subgidiery Greup considers that in orier to meke complete

investigation of allezed incident' , 1t will be recesssry fo;'
'Subéidiafj Group to extend its investigation to both sides of Grecc-
Yugzeslav frontier, Subsilisry Group thereiore requests fulleét
cooperetion of Yugoslev Government in order to assure both
ccmpleteness end imyertiality of investigation. Subsidisry Group
believes thet cooperation between Suvsidiery Group end Yugoélav
Government in comnection this incident would be greatly facilitated
and edpinistrative errangecents would be simplii’ied if Yugoslev
Government could send qualified reprecentetive Selcnike for

consultation et earliest possible date,

Subsidiary Group desires to enter Yugoslavia at frcentiier post




S/AC, 4 /285

Page 4

Doiren on or efter 28 July. Subaidiary Group will desmstch telegrom &
Yugoslev Government three lays pricr tc eract date of awrrival at
frontier post Doiran.

Subsidiary Group thersfore requests Yugosliav Government to

take neceggary stens to ensure that on Subsidiary Groups arvivel

at frontier nost Dolran 1t will find thet preparations havs been
made to facilitate

(1) its crossing of frontier;

(2) interrogetior of witnesses referred to belcow;
(2) ‘"on the srct" examination of terrain in Yugoslav
territory in fcllcwing areas

(2). frontier area between Height 1644 epd 2 peint one

- kilometer east of Heighs 1844;

{b} frontier erea ogposite Greek Heights 511 and
Prokhoma (43i2);
(¢} souck cther places or localities as Subsidiasry

- Group may later in course of nesring evidance decide
nscessary for a complete investigation..

Yugoslav Goverrment prevaretions sheuld include arrangements

 Tor tramnsrortation, lcdging and feeding Subsidiary Grcup esgeinst

payment during its stey in Yugeslev “erritory and such other
errangements as are necessary fully to facilitate Subsidiary Group
in iffs work. Subsidiery Groun further requests that fugcslav
Govermment be prepared.to vresent such witnesses in comnsction
with Beles FPrckhowe incident es Subsidiary-Group wishes tc heer
including two Yugoslav officers mentloned above, as having
conversed with Greek cfficer at Height 187k,

Subsidiary Groun proposes to bring with it for hearing in
{ugoslavia the followirig twc Greek witnesses Banakis Frprepuel
and Merokes Gecrgios,

Yugoslay Government is invited to present such evidsnce and
trceduce such witnesses as it may dzem desivable in conmection
with Beles Prokhoma incident,

Copieg of all documenteticn submitted by Greek Government as

- fuwell es
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wall as list of delegations; Members of Secretariat, Presc, Grock
witnesges and Other persons who will accompany Suosidiery Group
will ve forﬁarded by Subsidiary qroup.courier who will arrive

at frontier post Djevdjelja 18 July.

Subsid.ary Group invites commente of Yugoslav Government en
above programme and requests that proposals of Yugoslav
Government regarding itinerary, times table and hearings in
Yugoslavia be communiceted in tims to reach Subsidiary Group at

Salonica before 26 dJuly. Subsidiacy Group requests favour of

an immediate reply.”

Comrandant Houssa,
Acting Chelrman
Subsidiary Group.
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