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PART A
.  REPORTI NG PHASE
A. Background
1. In accordance with article 26 of the United Nations Convention to

Conbat Desertification (UNCCD), and the decisions of its Conference of the
Parties (COP), particularly decision 11/COP.1, each Party to the Convention
is required to communicate, through the UNCCD secretariat, reports on
neasures undertaken to inplenment the UNCCD.

2. Submi ssions from Parties dealing with the reporting and review
exercise shall conply with the format and content of reports as outlined in
decision 11/CCP. 1, paragraph 10 quoted below (1CCD/COP(1)/11/Add.1).
Pl ease note that section (a) refers to the format and content of reports by
affected country Parties, (b) refers to the format to be used for reports
on subregional and regional action programes, and (c) refers to reports by
af fected devel oped country Parties not preparing action programres.

(a) Reports on national action programes

(i) A table of contents;

(ii) A summary not exceedi ng six pages;

(iii) The strategies and priorities established within the
framework of sustainable devel opnent pl ans and/ or

poli ci es;

(iv) The institutional neasures taken to inplenment the
Conventi on;

(v) The participatory process in support of the preparation
and i npl ementation of the action progranme;

(vi) The consultative process in support of the preparation

and inplenentation of the national action programe and
the partnership agreenent with devel oped country Parties
and other interested entities;

(vii) The nmeasures taken or planned within the franmework of
the national action programmes, including neasures to
i nprove the econonic environment, to conserve natura
resources, to inprove institutional organization, to
i nprove know edge of desertification and to nonitor and
assess the effects of drought;

(viii) Financial allocations from national budgets in support
of inplenmentation as well as financial assistance and
techni cal cooperation received and needed, identifying
and prioritizing requirenents;

(ix) A review of the benchmarks and indicators utilized to
nmeasure progress and an assessnent thereof;
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(b) Reports on joint, subregional and regional action progranmes

(i) A table of contents;

(ii) A sunmmary not exceedi ng six pages;

(iii) The areas of cooperation under the programme and
nmeasur es taken or planned;

(iv) The consultative process in support of the preparation
and i npl enmentation of the subregional or regional action
programes and the partnership agreenment with devel oped
country Parties and other interested entities;

(v) Fi nanci al allocations by affected country Parties of the
subregion or region in support of inplenentation as wel
as financial assistance and technical cooperation

received and needed, identifying and prioritizing
requirenents;
(vi) A review of the benchmarks and indicators utilized to

nmeasure progress and an assessnent thereof;

(c) Reports of affected developed country Parties not preparing
action programes

(i) A table of contents;

(ii) A summary not exceedi ng six pages;

(iii) The strategies and priorities, within the franework of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent plans and/or policies, to conbat
desertification and nitigate the effects of drought and
any relevant infornmation on their inplenentation

3. On this basis, the secretariat, with the assistance of the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNI TAR) and the Cbservatory of
the Sahara and the Sahel (0SS), and with contributions from the United
Nations Environnent Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme (UNDP) and other interested organizations, prepared in 1999 a
UNCCD National Reports Help Guide (ICCD/COP/(3)/INF.3) with the aim of
assisting African country Parties in their first reporting exercise and
further fine tuning the framework for the provision of information to be
provided for the review of the inplenmentation process at the Conference of
the Parties.

4. The Hel p Guide was adapted for COP 4 to the specific needs of Asia,
Latin America and the Caribbean and subsequently adopted in anended forns
by the appropriate regional forums of the regional annexes. The sane Help
Guide will be used for the second reporting exercise. However, adjustnents
were introduced in the Help Guide in the light of amendments suggested by
the Cormittee on Science and Technology (CST) and others and reflected in
decisions taken at COP 3, COP 4, and COP 5. The adjusted Help Guide is to
be found in part B of the present docunent.
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5. The Conference of the Parties by its decision 1/COP.5, established a
Committee for the Review of the Inplenmentation of the Convention (CRICQ
whi ch, according to that decision, shall convene its first session from 18
to 29 Novenmber 2002.

6. Furthernore, decision 1/COP.5 requests that the first session of the
CRIC shall review updates to reports already available and/or new reports
fromall regions, to be subnitted no later than 30 April 2002.

7. The review process shall exanmine, inter alia, reports submitted by
the Parties, information and advice from the d obal Mechanism (GVW and the
Conmittee on Science and Technology (CST), and reports by rel evant organs,
f unds and progr anmes of the United Nati ons system and other
i nt ergover nnental and non-governnmental organizations, as well as such other
reports as the Conference of the Parties may call for.

8. The COP felt inmportant for the process to accompdate a peer review
of the national reports and their updates. The secretariat will fulfil
this requirement while facilitating the preparation of regional inputs for
the review process. This will be achieved through the organization of
regi onal meetings.

9. Due to the exceptional case where all regions are subject to review
at the CRIC in Novenber 2002, as requested by decision 1/COP.5, devel oped
country Parties and intergovernnmental organizations shall report on
neasures taken to assist in the preparation and inplenmentation of action
programmes, including information on the financial resources they have
provi ded, or are providing, under the Convention for all regions in a
report submitted no Jlater than 30 April 2002. Non- gover nnent al

organi zations are invited to integrate their contributions in the
respective national reports.

B. Adjustment to the reports resulting from decision 1/ COP.5

(a) Nati onal |evel

10. The format of the updated reports should follow the headings of
deci sion 11/COP.1, paragraph 10, quoted above. \Whereas it is expected that
sonme reporting Parties mght not be able to provide updates with respect to
all headings, they are nevertheless requested to list the headings w thout
any specific entry. Adhering to this proposed approach will sinplify the
conmpari son between the old and updated reports as well as facilitate the
prelimnary anal ysis requested in decision 1/COP.5, paragraph 7.

11. Country Parties that have not yet submitted a national report on the
i mpl enentation of the Convention shall produce a full report, using the
slightly updated Help Guide, and covering the period starting with the
ratification and/or accession to the Convention until the subm ssion date
i.e. 30 April 2002.
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12. By
t he
nunber of
the COP.

13.
for
expl anat ory
exercise, it

not e.

its decision 1/COP.5,
review process should benefit
key thematic topics up to and

Sorme of those key topics correspond to headings of the earlier
reporting as outlined in decision 11/COP.1 and as quoted above in this
facilitate and streanline
is suggested that the followi ng key thematic topics should be
integrated into the headings of the format for

In order to

the Conference of
from regional

the Parties decided that

inputs and focus on a
i ncluding the seventh session of
f or mat
the

reporting

reporting as foll ows:

Reporting fornat

for national reports

(Hel p Gui de)

Key thematic topic for the review

process (decision 1/ COP.5)

Section (a)(iv)

The institutional
nmeasures taken to
i mpl ement t he
Conventi on

(ii) Legislative and
institutional frameworks or
arrangenents

Section (a)(v)

The participatory
process in support of
the preparation and

i mpl enent ati on of the
action progranme

(i) Participatory processes

i nvolving civil society, non-
government al organi zati ons and
comuni ty- based organi zati ons

Section (a)(vi)

The consultative
process in support of
the preparati on and

i mpl enment ati on of the
nati onal action
progranmme and the
partnershi p agreenent
wi th devel oped
country Parties and

(iii) Resource nobilization and
coordi nation, both donmestic and
i nternational, including
concl usi ons of partnership
agreenents

other interested
entities
Section (a)(viii) | Financial allocations

from nati onal
i n support of
i mpl ement ation as
wel | as financia

assi stance and
techni cal cooperation
recei ved and needed,

i dentifying and
prioritizing

requi renents

budget s

Section (a)(iv)

The institutional
nmeasures taken to
i mpl enent the
Conventi on

(iv) Linkages and synergies with

ot her environmental conventions
and, as appropriate, with
nati onal devel opnment strategies
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Section (a)(vii)

The neasures taken or
pl anned wi thin the
framewor k of the

(v) Measures for the
rehabilitati on of degraded |and
and for early warning systens for

nati onal action mtigating the effects of drought
progr ame
Section (a)(vii) As above, and, as (vi) Drought and desertification

Section (a)(ix)

appropriate

A review of the
benchmar ks and
indicators utilized
to neasure progress
and an assessnent

t her eof

noni tori ng and assessment

Section (a)(vii)

Section (a)(ix)

As above, and, as
appropriate

A review of the
benchmar ks and
indicators utilized
to neasure progress
and an assessnent

t her eof

(vii) Access by affected country
Parties, particularly affected
devel opi ng country Parties, to
appropriate technol ogy, know edge
and know how

14. It
t he national

should be noted that
report

for the review process at the CRIC.

(b) Joi nt,

15. The subregional and
the key

informati on on

subr egi onal

and regi onal

regi onal
thematic

where and when appropri ate:

(i) Parti ci patory
gover nrent al

(ii) Legislative and institutiona

(iii) Resource nmobilization and
i nternational,

(iv) Linkages and synergies wth other
and, as appropriate, with nationa

(v) Measures for
war ni ng systens for

(vi)

(vii) Access
devel opi ng

processes

by affected
country

know edge and know how.

reports are still
t opi cs

i nvol vi ng
organi zati ons and conmuni ty-based organi zati ons;
f ramewor ks or arrangenents;
coordi nati on,
i ncl udi ng concl usi ons of partnership agreenents;

the rehabilitation of degraded |and and for
mtigating the effects of drought;
Drought and desertification nonitoring and assessment;
country Parties,
Parti es,

the summary provided by Parties along wth
should also focus on the key thematic issues outlined

| evel s

expected to provide

identified in decision 1/COCP.5,

civil soci ety, non-

both donestic and
envi ronnental conventions
devel opnent strategies;

early

particularly affected
to appropri ate t echnol ogy,
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16. It should be noted that the summary provided by Parties should al so
focus on the key thematic issues outlined for the review process at
the CRIC.

C. Adjustnent to the reports resulting fromother COP 5 deci si ons

(a) Deci sion 3/COP.5

17. In response to decision 3/COP.5, Parties are invited to consider the
report of the Ad Hoc Working Group contained in docunment | CCD/ COP(4)/AHWH 6
and highlight the steps taken and progress nmade in order to follow up on
recomendati ons nade, particularly with respect to the inplenentation of
the UNCCD at the local level, as well as the negotiation and concl usion of
partnershi p agreenents based on national, subregional and regional action
pr ogr amres.

(b) Deci si on 10/ COP. 5

18. On the recomendation of the CST, the Conference of the Parties
requested the secretariat to revise the National Reports Help Guide to
enable Parties to ensure that the activities of scientific and technical
institutions and comunities were better reflected in their nationa
reports.

19. The proposed text, as contained in docunment |CCD/ COP(5)/CST/5, was
reviewed and adopted with ninor nodifications by the COP during its fifth
session; therefore, given that it has already been accepted by Parties,
there is no need to propose anendnents to this section of the docunent
Menbers of the CST have agreed that this text would be applicable to all
regions affected by desertification and drought. Decision 10/COP.5 requests
the secretariat to include new indicators, evaluation paraneters and other
elements in the table of the Help CQuide entitled: (iii) “Strategies and
priorities established within the framework of sustainable devel opnent
pl ans and/or policies”. The inclusion as <contained in docunent
| CCDY COP(5)/ CST/5 and adopted by decision 10/ COP.5 was duly incorporated in
t he anmended Hel p CGui des.

1. REVI EW PROCESS

A.  Ogani zation of review process |eading up
to the first session of the CRIC

20. The following steps will be taken in order to prepare for the first
session of the CRIC, taking into consideration the various |egislative
provi si ons guiding the reporting process:

(i) National reports submtted to the secretariat no later than 30
April 2002;

(ii) The secretariat wll prepare a conpilation, synthesis and
prelimnary analysis of the reports (May-June 2002);
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(iii) Convening of regional neetings fromwhich inputs for the review
process will be obtained (June-August 2002);

(iv) The results from regional neetings wll be annexed to the
prelimnary analysis prepared by the secretariat and submitted
to the CRIC (July-August 2002);

(v) Distribution of the official docunments for the CRIC;

(vi) Convening of the CRIC (Novenber 2002).

21. The secretariat is charged with facilitating the reporting and review
process, which also includes the tinmely provision of financial support to
country Parties for the preparation of their national reports. Steps have
been taken to approach donor countries for adequate resource nobilization
and the secretariat will shortly conmmunicate to Parties how the financial
support to the reporting exercise will unfold, pending the response from
donor countries and availability of funds.

B. Oganization of the first session of the CRIC

22. It is anticipated that the CRIC at its first session will conduct a
review according to the key thematic topics (as nentioned in paragraph 10
of the ternms of reference of the CRIC), while not neglecting specific
i ssues as they enmerge fromthe inputs fromregional neetings.

23. Enough time wll be nmade available to discuss and adopt the
conmprehensive report of the CRIC, which wll include conclusions and
reconmendati ons to the COP.

24. A provisional annotated agenda and a proposed progranmme of work will
be circulated in due time, as stipulated in paragraph 9 of the terns of
ref erence.
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PART B
I. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

25. This Help Guide is designed to provide UNCCD national focal points
(NFPs) with useful information to assist them in collecting, conpiling,
analysing and presenting data and information in order to prepare and
submt national reports for review by the Conference of the Parties (COP).
Country Parties are required to communicate to the COP on neasures taken
for the inplementation of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification (UNCCD, art. 26).

26. The guide! conprises two sections. The first section, t he
i ntroduction, provides background information and explains the procedures
for the comunication of information and review of inplenentation of the
Conventi on. The second section, the nmethodology, outlines specific
guidelines provided by decision 11/COP.1 on procedures for t he
comuni cation of information and review of the Convention’s inplementation.
This was adopted at the first session of the COP. The text of the decision
is given in annex | to this docunent. Decision 5/COP.2 and decision
1/ COP. 5 suppl ementing decision 11/COP.1 are al so attached.

27. This Help CGuide sets neither an obligatory format nor an exclusive
nodal ity for national reports. It is, rather, indicative in providing a
style and nethodology for national reports with a view to supporting
nati onal focal points and other stakeholders in carrying out the
preparatory work for national reports.

28. Nati onal reports wll be comunicated by Asian country Parties,
through the UNCCD secretariat, to the first session of the Conmttee for
the Review of the Inplenentation of the Convention (CRIC) to be held in
Noverber 2002. The Conmittee will review updates to reports already
avai l abl e and/ or new reports fromall regions, which are to be submtted to
the secretariat no later than 30 April 2002, as requested by decision
1/ COP. 5.

29. It is expected that the proposed Help Guide will be consulted by
UNCCD national focal points (NFPs) and UNCCD national coordinating bodies
(NCBs)? and adapted as appropriate, taking into account the particularities

! This Help Guide is based upon the first version contained in the
Proceedings of the Third Regional Meeting of the UNCCD National Focal

Points in Asia held in Bangkok, Thailand from 7 to 8 Novenber 2000. The
text is also posted on the followi ng websites:

http://ww. unccd. i nt/cop/reports/nenu. php and

http://ww. unccd. i nt/cop/reports/asialasia.php

2 The national coordinating body (NCB) is wusually the governnent
mnistry or agency designated to coordinate the work of the UNCCD at the
national |evel, and the national focal point (NFP) is the contact person
for the UNCCD, usually within the NCB.
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and varying requirenents of each national context. The Help Guide could
also serve as a tool for nmonitoring and evaluating progress nade in
conmbating land degradation wth the aim of ensuring sustainable
devel opnent .

A.  Purpose of the exercise of formulating national reports

30. The main purpose of national reports is to informthe Parties to the
Convention on the situation of each country Party with regard to neasures
taken for the inplenentation of the UNCCD at the national |evel. The

specific objectives of procedures for commnicating information on the
Convention’s inplementation and its review are described in paragraph 2 of
decision 11/COP.1 (see annex |).

31. The information provided in the national reports, together wth that
provided in the subregional, regional and other reports, should allow the
COP, through the CRIC, to review the inplenentation of the Convention and

the functioning of its institutional arrangements in the Ilight of the
experience gained at the national, subregional, regional and internationa
| evel s. This should also allow for an assessnent of the evolution of

scientific and technol ogi cal know edge (UNCCD, art. 22, para. 2 (a)).

32. In addition to informing on measures taken for the inplenentation of
the Convention, national reports are expected to give an assessnent of the
progress made towards achieving the objectives of the Convention and to
enable the CRIC to formulate appropriate recomendations for the
furtherance of these objectives. The key thematic areas of the CRIC review
process are listed in paragraph 10 of decision 1/ COP.5.

33. The forrmulation of national reports is itself an essential part of
the inplenentation of the Convention. Thus, while providing information on
the status of the UNCCD process, the reports should also contribute to the
strengthening of the institutional and human capacities of national focal
poi nts and national coordinating bodies, thereby inproving their ability to
coordinate the work and to stinulate the further steps required for
effective inplenmentation of the UNCCD as an integral part of national
efforts to prompte sustainable developnent and global environnental
protection.

34. In the light of the fact that in some Asian countries, national
action programmes to conbat desertification (NAPs) are already being
i npl enmented or in preparation, such endeavours should be reflected in
nati onal reports. It should provide detailed information on the
consultative processes taken to pronote partnership arrangenents and
i ndicate the rol es played by various stakehol ders.

35. It is inmportant that national reports highlight not only achi evenents
but also constraints encountered in inplenenting the Convention so that
better ways and neans of overcomi ng such constraints nmay be pursued for the
benefit of all actors and stakehol ders.
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36. National reports are required to contain information on UNCCD
i npl enentation in a concise and consi stent manner, particularly on progress
made towards inplenenting the Convention. As the first national reports
fully addressed policy issues, institutional neasures and participatory

processes, the second national reports are expected to address, in detail,
the consultative processes in support of the preparation and inplenentation
of the national action programes as well as partnership agreenents wth
devel oped country Parties. Reports can also serve to address technical and

scientific nmatters, as well as socio-econonmic and other environnental
issues in order to provide, in due tine, the framework for a country
profile. Its purpose will be to facilitate assessnment of progress in

conbating desertification in the |longer term

37. Reporting at the subregional and regional |evels on progress nmade in
i mplementing the Convention 1is expected to focus on nmeasures and
signi ficant devel opnents in the subregional and regional action programes
( SRAPs/ RAPs) . Ei ther a conpetent subregional/regional organization or a
specific country representing those participating in the SRAPs/RAPs
processes will arrange such reporting. The host country of each Asian
regional thematic progranme network (TPN) will also include in their
updated reports their activities to support TPNs in collaboration with TPN
host institutes and task managers. O her TPN nenber countries should al so
include in their national reports information on linkages wth the
SRAPs/ RAPs ( TPNs) . Subregional and regional organizations are also
expected to submt to the Parties, in a conprehensive but concise nanner,
conplementary information on the neasures and developnent of the
SRAPs/ RAPs.

B. Possible process, to be adapted as needed in each national context

38. The tinme frane for national report preparation and the revi ew process
is a matter for the respective governnents to decide within their nationa
cont ext .

39. An essential conponent of the national report preparation is its
participatory and integrated approach. The report needs, therefore, to
reflect the views of a wider set of actors and stakeholders, in particular
t hose of rel evant mnistries, public agenci es, non- gover nirent al
organi zations (NGOs), communi ty-based organi zations (CBGs), acadeni c
institutions, the private sector, regional and local authorities and the
medi a.

40. The national reports are expected to be the result of the
participation and contributions of relevant representatives of:

(a) groups of institutions and social entities, in particular NGOs,
CBGs, acadenmic and technical institutions, the private sector, |oca
authorities and the nedia;
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(b) actors and stakeholders in public policy and planni ng processes
in areas such as agriculture, energy, environnent, natural resources,
education, health, trade, poverty alleviation, mgration, biodiversity,
climaite change, forests, nmarine and coastal managenent, freshwater
managenent and national devel opnment pl anni ng.

41. Time managenent in conducting the report preparation process is
crucial in order to neet the deadline for submssion of the report.
Maxi m zing use of the tinmefrane given is inportant and therefore it would
be necessary to ensure that a mninum at least of designated

representatives from the core groups of actors and stakeholders is
i nvol ved. The national focal points and national coordinating bodies can
promote additional and parallel consultations with different institutiona

and social categories and/or in different provincial/local areas in order
to ensure their greater participation in the process. Such nechani sns can
be tested and inproved in the context of the longer-term iterative NAP
process.

42. In line with the participatory approach and principles of the UNCCD
a work plan is proposed (annex 11) as a tentative process for the
el aboration of the national reports, taking into account relevant
provi sions of the Convention as well as COP decisions, in order for the
reports to be submitted no later than 30 April 2002.

C. Reporting on UNCCD i npl enentati on at the
subregi onal and regional |evels

43. It is also expected that activities undertaken and progress made in
i mpl ementing the UNCCD at the subregional regional levels in Asia will be
reported to the CRIC. Subregional and regional organizations, or an entity
representing subregional and regional groupings of countries collaborating
in UNCCD i npl enentation at the subregional and regional |evels, may wi sh to
report on these activities. The organizations and countries concerned may
wi sh to consult anong thenselves over the tinme frame proposed for nationa
report preparation. The deadline for the subnission of reports is the sane
as that for national reports, 30 April 2002.

44, In the light of the evolving nature of the institutional support
provided for the regional action programme in Asia, the Asian national
focal points may agree on the nodalities of reporting at the regional
level, on the understanding that the task nanagers and hosts of the
thematic progranme networks of the RAP would draft the chapters of the
regi onal report corresponding to their respective fields of activites.

45, Wth respect to western Asia, the follow ng subregi onal organizations
assisted the first national report review process in 1999: ACSAD (Arab
Centre for Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands), | CARDA (International Center
for Agricultural Research in Dy Areas), AOAD (Arab Oganization for
Agricultural Devel opnent) and CEDARE (Centre for Environnent and Devel opnent
for the Arab Region and Europe). It is hoped that they can continue to play
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such an instrumental role in the second national report review ng process in
2002. Consi dering that subregional organizations in Africa have played an
inmportant role in assisting African countries in preparing national reports
for review at COP 3, western Asian countries preparing national reports may
wi sh to consider collaborating with and receive assistance from one or nore
of the subregional organizations in Asia

D. Synergy with simlar processes

46. In the preparation of the national reports, NFPs/NCBs should, as
appropriate, make use of experiences gained and data collected in simlar
processes such as those for the United Nations Franework Convention on
Cimte Change, the Convention on Biological Di versity, Nat i onal
Environnmental Action Plans and National Agenda 21. Efforts should be nade
to avoid duplication, seek synergies and inprove information nmanagenent for
integrated policy naking. Information pertaining to broader | and
degradation issues, water nmanagenent or drought patterns and mtigati on may
be nost rel evant.

47. In order to address global environmental matters and sustainable
devel opnent in an holistic manner, NFPs/NCBs may w sh to consult the work
carried out by subregional, regional and international organizations,
particularly on synergies and inter-linkages that address issues of
bi odiversity, climte change, oceans and water managenent. The UNCCD and
ot her convention secretariats, UNDP, UNEP, the Wrld Bank, the @ oba
Environment Facility (GEF) and UNI TAR have been carrying out useful work in
these areas. Any reporting on synergistic activities (desertification,
bi odi versity conservation and carbon sink creation to mtigate climte
change) will be wel cone.

E. Submnm ssion nodalities

48. Parties are requested to comrunicate their reports in one of the
of ficial languages of the United Nations. Parties are also encouraged to
submit their reports, or at |east sunmaries of them in English, which wll
al l ow wi der di ssem nation of the information

49. The gui delines provided by decision 11/COP.1 require national reports
to be as concise as possible in order to facilitate their review They do
not, however, stipulate a required length, which may vary according to
particular national requirements and the national report preparation
process. In this respect, however, it is reconmended that reports should
remain within a length of 30 pages, including a six-page sunmary. Parties
are also encouraged to include in their report references to other policy
instruments or technical docunmentation containing additional relevant
i nformati on.

50. Countries are requested to put enphasis on the key thematic areas
i ndi cated in decision 1/ COP. 5.
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51. Those countries having already participated in the first reporting
process are requested to subnit updated version of their first national
report, focusing on the progress and devel opnents nade after the conpletion
of the report. However, they are invited to follow the sane format and
table of <contents as in the first report. The Parties mght wish to
sumrari ze matters already reported in the first national reprots not
exceedi ng 100 words or 6 |ines per heading.

52. The report should be submitted as a single docunent in hard copy as
well as in an electronic form (either as a diskette, a CD-ROM a web site
or an e-nmmil attachnent). |In order to facilitate the report conpilation by

the UNCCD secretariat, it is recomended that reports should be produced in
either M5 Wrd 6 or above, or Rich Text Fornmat.

53. To conplete the national report review in a tinely manner, it is
required that reports will be subnitted to the UNCCD secretariat in Bonn,
CGermany, no later than 30 April 2002, at the foll ow ng address:

UNCCD secretari at

Haus Car st anjen

Marti n- Lut her-Ki ng-Strasse 8
D-53175 Bonn, Cernmany

Fax: (+49-228) 815-2899
E-mai |l : secretariat @nccd. int

54. It is also suggested that country Parties should send nationa
reports to subregional, regional and international organizations and to
groups of countries planning to deliver reports on UNCCD inplenentation at
the subregional and regional levels for review during the first session of
the CRIC.

1. METHODOLOGY

A.  Proposed net hodol ogy

55. The net hodol ogy proposed for national reports follows and adapts the
pattern fornmulated by the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy concerning
indicators for nonitoring the UNCCD inplenentation process (contained in
document A AC. 241/ I NF. 4 and conpl enent ed by docunent s
| CCDY COP(1) / CST/ 3/ Add. 1 and | CCD/ COP(2)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1) .3

56. It also takes into consideration the criteria for reporting adopted
by the COP at its fifth session (decision 10/ COP.5). The added CST-rel ated
i nformati on was taken from docunment | CCD/ COP(5)/CST/5

3 Additional information is contained in the 0SS/ ClLSS/ CEDEAO report to
the UNCCD/ COP 2 session: “UNCCD s Inplenentation Indicators Gid - A NAP
Consolidation Tool”, Paris, Quagadougou, November 1998.
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57. The UNCCD secretariat wel comes suggestions for inproving the quality
and effectiveness of the reporting process so that it will better reflect
particular situations in respective areas and countries. The net hodol ogy
proposed in this Help Guide should not limt responses to the questions
provi ded but should rather serve as guidance to denonstrating conpliance
with the national report preparation process pursuant to relevant COP
deci sions (annex 1).

58. Any conments on this text may be forwarded to the attention of:

M. Rezaul Karim

Coordi nator for the Asia Unit
UNCCD secretari at

Haus Carstanjen

Marti n- Lut her-Ki ng-Strasse 8
D-53175 Bonn, Cernmany

Tel : (+49-228) 815-2832

Fax: (+49-228) 815-2899
E-mail: rkari m@inccd. i nt

59. The following section is in keeping with the points (i) to (ix) of
the guidelines provided in decisions 11/COP.1 and is presented in four
col ums containing: indicators, evaluation paranmeters, remarks and proposed
guestions on the various subject areas.



B. Detail ed guidelines based on

the format provided by the Conference of the

Parties (decision 11/COP.1)

(i) Table of contents

| NDI CATORS EVALUATI ON' PARAVETERS REMARKS QUESTI ONS
Tabl e of contents The tabl e of contents should reflect itens
listed in decision 11/COP. 1, sections and
sub-sections of the national report.
It should also |list annexes and any
additional materials attached to the report.
(ii) Summary not exceedi ng six pages
| NDI CATORS EVALUATI ON' PARAVETERS REMARKS QUESTI ONS

Sunmary of the
nati onal reports

The sunmary shoul d not exceed si x pages.

It should highlight the nmajor elenments of
the report and provide the basic information
that would allow the COP to easily
conprehend the status of the Convention’'s

i npl enentation and its assessment in the
country.
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(iii) Strategies and priorities established within the franework of sustainabl e devel opment pl ans and/or policies
| NDI CATORS EVALUATI ON PARAMETERS REMARKS QUESTI ONS
Nat i onal plans Nat i onal The purpose here is to provide basic VWiat are the plans and

and strategies
available in

ot her social and
economni ¢ areas

Nati onal plans or
strategies in the
field of
conbati ng
desertification
devel oped pri or
to the UNCCD

devel opnent

Nat i onal

envi ronnent al
action plan or
strat egy

Nat i onal and | ocal
Agendas 21

Nat i onal
conservati on
strat egy

O her rel evant
pl an or strategy
(agriculture,

pl an

ener gy, education,
trade, health,
poverty

er adi cat i on,

m gration,

forests, climte
change,

bi odi versity,
coastal and narine
resources, etc.)

i nformati on on the existence of plans and
strategies in other areas which are rel evant
to conbating desertification

The specific integration or |inkages of the
NAP with these other plans or strategies is
to be assessed bel ow under item (iv) on
institutional measures taken to inplenent

t he Conventi on.

Additionally, it would be useful to provide
basic informati on on previous plans or
strategies in the field of desertification
in particular, those stemring fromthe

Nai robi United Nations Conference on
Desertification of 1977.

strategi es available in areas
rel evant to the conbat of
desertification?

What is their status? Are they
fornmul ated? Are they being

i mpl enent ed? Si nce when have

t hey been operational ?

For sector-specific plans and
strategi es, what |evel of
priority has been given within
the overall national

devel opnent pl an?

Do these plans and strategies
have any reference to the
conbat of desertification or
connection to the UNCCD/ NAP?
Have specific plans or
strategi es been devel oped in
the past to address
desertification?
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New y introduced indicators,

according to decision 10/ COP.5

| NDI CATORS

EVALUATI ON PARAMETERS

REMARKS

QUESTI ONS

Scientific and
techni ca
desertification
control
activities

Li sting, adapting
and integrating
scientific and

t echni cal
activities into

t he NAP

Scientific and technica
activities should be
anal yzed to verify their
conpliance with the
principles of the
Conventi on.

Adapt ati on and integration
of technical and scientific
programes in the NAP and
nati onal reports for

consi deration by the
Conference of the Parties.

Which scientific and technical activities
relating to desertification control and
drought mtigation have been identified under
t he NAP?

Have the scientific and technica
desertification control activities been
considered with a viewto determning their
conformty with the principles of the
Convention? |If so, how and by whomwas this
done?

What proposal s have been nmade to integrate
the scientific and technical comunity in the
NAP process?

What arrangenents have been nade to adapt the
scientific and technical activities under way
to the NAP process?

Have the scientific and technica
desertification control activities
specifically reconmended in the NAP been

i mpl ement ed, what progress have they nmade and
what are their results and inpact?

What consul tation procedures have been

i mpl emented with the scientific and technica
comuni ty?

What mechani sm has been set
facilitate consultation?

in place to
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| NDI CATORS

EVALUATI ON PARAMVETERS

REMARKS

QUESTI ONS

| npl enent ati on
of the
recommendat i ons
of the
Conmittee on
Sci ence and
Technol ogy

Assessnment of progress nmade in

i mpl enenting the recommendati ons
of the Conmmittee on Science and
Technol ogy

Nunber of activities and
recomendati ons of CST used in
conbati ng desertification and
mtigating the effects of drought,
for exanple:

* Devel opnent and use of
benchmar ks and i ndi cat ors which
shoul d not be only physical and
bi ol ogi cal, but al so address
institutional matters,

i ncluding | egislative, social
and econoni c issues, such as
the qualitative and
guantitative assessment of the

participation of civil society;
e Pronotion, use and enhancenent
of traditional know edge;

e Use or need to use early
war ni ng systens for drought
managenent ;

e Training and field studies to
identify pilot sites to be used
i n suppl ementing information
and data on desertification
generated by such advanced
technol ogy as renmote sensing
and geogr aphi cal and
environnent al information
syst ens.

In presenting essential activities, projects
and programres under way or envisaged to
address the underlying causes or to renedy
the visible effects of desertification, with
a viewto drawing |l essons and to
popul ari zing the scientific and technica

met hods used, it is recommended that the
foll owi ng points be stressed:

e Il'lustration of South-South and Nort h-
Sout h col |l aboration activities,
hi ghl i ghting the advantages of information
exchange and the transfer of technol ogy
and techni cal know how;

 Presenting strategi es and approaches used
to collect, popularize and di ssem nate
information with a viewto nobilizing and
rai si ng awar eness and pronoting, using and
enhancing traditional know edge in order
to conbat desertification;

* Presenting existing or envisaged nethods
and activities based on synergy or
col l aboration with other nultilatera
envi ronnent al agreenents, in particular,
t he Convention on Biological Diversity and
the United Nations Franmework Convention on
C i mate Change.

What | essons have
been drawn from

i mpl ementing the
reconmendat i ons
of the CST, in
particular in
respect of the
fol | owi ng:

¢ Benchnmarks and
i ndi cat ors;

e Traditiona
know edge;

e Training and
field studies
to identify
pilot sites?

What use has been
made of experts
fromthe roster
of i ndependent
experts drawn up
by the
secretariat?
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(iv) Institutional neasures taken to inplenent the Convention
| NDI CATORS EVALUATI ON PARAVETERS REMARKS QUESTI ONS
Est abl i shed Legal status The status of the NCBs as well as the role What is the juridical personality of
and and function of the NFPs give an indication t he NCB?
functi onal of its institutional capability and Wat is its |egal capacity?
natlopal _ !atltude to_act in pronntlhg t he UNCCD Does it have financial autonomy?
coor di nation i mpl ementation as a supervisory and .
. . What are its functions and nandate?
body ( NCB) coordi nati ng body. o ) ) )
What is its institutional franmework?
Resour ces Resources (human, financial, material) as What are its human resources (tota

i ndicators of the NCB s capacity to act.

staff nunber of managers,

prof essionals and their |evels and
areas of expertise)?
What are its financial resources?
What are the other material

resources (equi pment etc)?

Cross-cutting and
mul tidisciplinary
characters

Cross-cutting and mul tidisciplinary
characters should be reflected, within the
NCB, by the presence of staff fromvarious
sectors who are trained and have
experiences in various soci o-econom c and
environnental fields and in natural
resour ce managenent.

What are the social and econonc
sectors that are relevant to
conbating | and degradati on
represented in the NCB?

What are ot her
i nstitutional
represent ed?
VWhat are the ways and neans of
communi cati on or networki ng anong
menbers of the NCB and t he groups
they represent?

rel evant

or social categories
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Conpositi on and
nmode of operation

The | ast paranmeter should describe how the
NCB enabl es various actors to participate
inits work, in particular NGO and the
representatives of the |ocal populations.

Wth regard to consultations:

e What is the nodality for nom nating
menbers of the NCB?

e What is the conposition of the NCB
and what is the ratio of
Governnent/civil society and
men/ woren anong partici pants?

e What is the frequency of neetings of
t he NCB?

Wth regard to functioning:

e |Is there a work plan and tinetabl e
for activities?

e |Is there a budget for the
functioning of the NCB?

e What are the nmechanisns for
supervi sion, control and eval uation
of the work of the NCB?
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St at us of
informati on data

Dat abases, access to the internet, web
site, information networking (interna
external).

and

e What are the information system
capacities of the NCB?

e \What specific databases are being
mai nt ai ned by the NCB?

« What other databases exist in the
country which are relevant to
desertification?

e How exchanges of information are
pronoted internally and externally
by NFPs/ NCBs?




(iv) (cont.)

I nstitutional

measures taken to inplenent the Convention

| NDI CATORS

EVALUATI ON PARAVETERS

REMARKS

QUESTI ONS

I nstitutiona
framewor k for
coherent and
functi onal
desertificati
on contro

Measur es adopt ed
to adjust or
strengt hen the

i nstitutional

f ramewor k

Anal ysi s of existing nechanisns for
coordi nati ng and harnoni zi ng
desertification control actions (at
the local and the national |evel)
shoul d reflect |essons from past
experi ences.

Anal ysis should forma basis for
proposi ng nmeasures to readjust,

of |ocal actors.

adapt ,
and strengthen existing mechanisnms, in
particular to ensure the participation

Have t he mechani snms avail able for

coordi nati on and harnoni zati on of
actions to conbat | and degradati on at
nati onal and | ocal |evels, been reviewed
or analyzed in terms of overal

ef ficiency, consistency and

conpl ementarity of the actions involved?
Has the review |l ead to any proposals or
new political, institutional or

organi zati onal neasures?

What are the neasures taken to nake the
above measures sustai nable and

ef fective?

Measur es adopt ed
to strengthen
exi sting
institutions at
the [ ocal and
nati onal |evels

This involves various actions in
capacity building that are to be

i npl enented in the short- and nmedi um
term

Has capacity and institution building
been addressed and pronoted?

How have these neasures facilitated the
i mpl ement ation of the NAP and made its
structures operational ?
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NAPs as part
of the
Nat i ona
Econom ¢ and
Soci al

Devel opnent
and
Envi r onnent
Protecti on
Pl ans

Maki ng t he NAP
coherent with
ot her

envi ronnent al
strategi c and
pl anni ng

f ramewor ks

Ensure that a concerted anal ysis has
been nade on existing plans. This

will also help make international
partners’ strategies coherent at the
national |evel

How are the UNCCD principl es
acconmodat ed i n ot her environnental
framewor ks (participation,
partnershi p, progranme approach
etc.)?

Indicate the work plans or the tine
frame for preparing, adopting and
i mpl ementing the NAP

Has a concerted anal ysis been made on the
exi sting plans and strategies that are
rel evant to conbating | and degradati on

wi th a purpose of ensuring conplenentary
action and avoiding duplication or
scattered efforts?

Is the NAP fully considered as a
strategic framework within the overal
devel opnent pl an?

What has been attenpted to seek synergies
and conpl ementary approaches?

How are the UNCCD principl es acknow edged
and integrated in other environmental and
devel opnent plans (participation
partnershi ps, programe approach etc)?
What proposal s exi st concerning synergy,
conpl enentarity, etc.?
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Li nkages of the
NAP wi t h
national, intra-
regi onal and

| ocal approaches

The NAPs shoul d be incorporated in al
| evel s of the National Econonic and
Soci al Devel opnent and Environnent
Protecti on Pl ans.

Is the NAP clearly and visibly integrated
into the process of national econonic and
soci al devel opnent and environnent
protection planning systems, including at
the | ocal and national |evels?

Li nkage of NAP
wi t h subregi onal
and regi onal
action
programmes ( SRAP
and RAP)

Have |inkages between the NAP, SRAP and
RAP been clearly identified and

articul ated?

VWhat are actions or activities in the NAP
that have a subregional or regiona

di mrensi on?

Government' s
agr eenment

Has the government officially adopted the
NAP?

Has a priority been given officially to
the NAP in the budget to finance the

i mpl ement ati on of national devel oprment

pl ans?




(iv) (cont.)

I nstitutional

measures taken to inplenent the Convention

| NDI CATORS

EVALUATI ON PARAMETERS

REMARKS

QUESTI ONS

Coherent and
functional

| egal and
regul atory

f ramewor k

Anal ysi s of the
| egi slation on
envi ronnent and
related fields

The cross-anal ysis of environmental and
other relevant legislation should, in
particular, forma basis to ensure greater
responsibility by the local population and
to ensure a stable |and tenure system

Has a study or analysis been nmade
on existing |egislation?

What have been the |egislative
neasures that ained at devel opi ng
and ensuring a greater invol venent
and responsibility of |ocal
popul ati ons?

Have neasures been taken to raise
awar eness and encourage | oca
popul ati ons to enhance their
participation?

Measures to adapt
current

| egi sl ation or

i ntroduce new
enact nent s:

e Land tenure

reform
» Decentralization
 Natural resource
managenent
(forestry code,
pastoral code
etc.)

Al'l the measures should be supported by
efforts to provide grassroot stakehol ders
with information on national policy
orientations and the contents of |ega
enactment and regul ations to the
grassroots level in order to pronmote
greater participation by the |ocal
popul ati ons.

Have nmeasures been taken to
strengt hen capacity of |oca
popul ati ons and | ocal authorities
to participate in decision naking
that is relevant to conbating I and
degr adati on?

What are the procedures to
identify and inplenment such

nmeasur es?
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(v) Participatory process in support of preparation and inplenentation of action progranmnes
| NDI CATORS EVALUATI ON PARAMETERS REMARKS QUESTI ONS
Effective Met hods of Anal ysis on nethods of participation wll Does a strategy of communication and

participation
of actors in
def i ni ng

nati ona
priorities

participation of
various actors in
regul ar

consul tati ons,
nmeeti ngs and
regul ar exchange
of information in
mai | i ng and
e-mai |l i ng networ ks

verify the [ evel of involvenment by

rel evant actors in defining nationa
priorities: local authorities, community-
based organi zati ons (CBGs), non-

gover nrent al organi zati ons (NGOs), the
private sector, acadenmic institutions,
yout h, women and ot her groups.

Providing relevant actors with accurate
and tinely information, in particular

i nformation that concerns the UNCCD

i mpl enentati on process and to pronote
their full participation in decision-
maki ng.

public awareness exist?

If yes, is it being inplenented?

If not, how have awareness canpai gns
been organi zed?

How are nessages, contents and nedia
chosen for such campai gns?

Have all relevant entities, social
and institutional groups benefited
from awar eness canpai gns?

Have rel evant infornation docunents
about the UNCCD been transl ated and
made available to the |oca

popul ations in their own | anguages?

What is the nunmber of wonen invol ved
in the process and what is the
degree of their invol venent?

Has attention been given to gender
i ssues in policies?

What are the activities targeting
speci fic groups such as wonen,
youth, the private sector,
scientific/acadenic and nedi a?
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Represent ati on of
various actors in
nati onal priority
identification
processes (I ocal
forums, national

f or uns)

What is the nature of the various

i nternedi ari es (consultants, NGGs,
gover nment agencies etc) that have
facilitated the awareness process?
Have they been trained for those
functions and tasks?

What consul tative processes have
been undertaken with each category
of actors and stakehol ders and how
decentral i zed have they been?

Has a mechani sm been put in place to
ensure continuous consultations?

Nat ure and scope
of information,
education, and
comuni cati ons

What are the systens for exchange,
circulation, transfer and

di ssem nati on of infornmation?

What are the nechanisns adopted to
ensure that various categories of
actors are involved in the process
to provide information as well as to
benefit frominformati on networks?

Ext ent of uptake:

« of | ocal
concerns at the
national |evel

e of results of
nati ona
consul tations at
the local |evel

What is the nodality for designating
the representatives of various
social and institutional categories,
at both national and |ocal |evels,
(nomi nation, election etc)?

VWhat are the rel ationshi ps anong
various actors involved in the |oca
and national consultative processes?
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(vi) Consultative process in support of the preparation and inplenentation of national action progranmres and
partnership agreements with devel oped country Parties and other interested entities

| NDI CATORS

EVALUATI ON PARAVETERS

REMARKS

QUESTI ONS

gz abed

Effective
support from
i nternati onal
partners for
cooperation

Degr ee of
partici pation
from

i nternati onal
partners

Commitnents by international partners
should lead to their participation in

| ocal and national consultations and their
provi sion of financial support for the
process.

Consul tati on among partner countries may
be organi zed inter alia by the appoi nt ment
of a lead country to serve as a
facilitator.

What are the neasures taken by the
governnent to ensure the invol verment
of international partners in the
process?

Have these partners participated in
all stages of the process?

What have partners done to be
present and active?

What have been the foll ow up
activities by the government?

Est abl i shnent of
an i nfor mal

consul tation and
har noni zat i on
process for
actions between
partner countries

Is there a consultative mechani sm
est abl i shed anong partners at the
nati onal or |ocal |evels?

What are the nechanisns to
communi cat e i nformati on anong t hem
and wi th NFPs/ NCBs?

What is the frequency of neetings
and t he nunber and | evel of
partici pation?

VWhat is the distribution of roles
and tasks anobng various partners?
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(vii)

t he econom ¢ environnent,

organi zati on,

Measures taken or planned within the framework of nati onal
to conserve natura
to enhance know edge on desertification and its contro

action programes,
resources and pronote their sustainable use,
and to nonitor and assess desertification and

i ncludi ng neasures to inprove
to inmprove institutiona

dr ought
| NDI CATORS EVALUATI ON PARAVETERS REMARKS QUESTI ONS
Adequat e Synt hesi s and « Has an exhaustive diagnosis been

di agnosi s of
past experiences

eval uati on of
activities
undertaken in the
field of conbating
desertification

«|If yes,

undert aken on past experiences? How and
by whon?

pl ease descri be consultations
undertaken and the participatory
approach devel oped therei n?

e« Has such a diagnosis hel ped advance the

NAP process?

speci fic recomendati ons for the
formul ati on of the NAP?

Has the di agnosis formed a basis to nake

Est abl i shed
techni ca

pr ogrammes and
functional

i ntegrated
projects to
conbat
desertification

I nventory,

adapt ati on and

i ntegration of
proj ects underway
wi thin the NAP
process

Proj ects underway in resource
managenent and desertification
control should be analyzed in
relation to the UNCCD principles

and, if necessary, adjusted
accordingly. This should be a
gradual action geared for the

medi um term

Wl | - adapt ed training and
scientific-technical programes
shoul d be desi gned and

i mpl enment ed.

e Have on-goi ng projects involving natural

resource managenent and in particul ar
conbating desertification
to assess the integration of the UNCCD
principles in these projects? If so, by
whont?
« What are the proposals to integrate the
on-goi ng projects into the NAP process?
« What steps are taken to ensure
adapt ati on of on-going projects and
their integration into the NAP process?

been revi ened

I dentification of
new acti ons and
pl anned neasures

« What new actions are proposed to conbat
desertification?

« What are the planned neasures?
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Specific actions to
strengt hen the

nati onal

capacity to

conbat
desertification, in
particul ar at the

| ocal

| evel

Under this item specific
responses on training and
capacity building processes are
expected. Information on other
institutional nmeasures is to be
provi ded under item (iv) on the
institutional measures taken to
i mpl ement the Convention

Have specific training as well as
technical and scientific programes
been formul ated and adopted?

Has priority been given to strengthen

capacities at the local |evel?

If yes, how?

Action programes
i mpl emented in
compliance with
priority fields
set out in the
Conventi on

Measures for

nati onal resource
conservation
Measures to inprove
institutiona

organi zati on
Measures to enhance
know edge on
desertification and
its control
Measures for

nmoni toring and

eval uating the

ef fects of
desertification and
dr ought

Measures to inprove
t he econonic
envi r onment

The contents of the various
provisions stemfromthe contents
of the action programe adopted
by each of the affected
countries. Article 8 of the

Regi onal | npl ementati on Annex for
Africa gives an exanple of the
contents that m ght be included
in the neasures to be adopted

Addi tional information on these
measures can be provided in
responses to questions under
previous indicators. On
institutional neasures in
particul ar, responses can be
concentrated under item (iv) on
the institutional neasures taken
to i npl enent the Convention

Have nmeasures been identified and
taken such as those proposed in
article 4 of the Regiona

I mpl enent ati on Annex for Asia of the
UNCCD?

If yes, how are they integrated into
ot her national policies and pl ans
(agriculture, trade, poverty

eradi cation, energy, financia
instruments, migration, environnment
conservation, etc.)?

0g abed
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Li nkage achi eved
wi t h subregi ona
and regi onal
action

pr ogr ammes ( SRAP
and RAP)

Devel opnent, at
t he nati onal

| evel , of
programes of a
subr egi onal or
regi onal

char acter

St r engt heni ng
rel evant
scientific
networ ks at the
nati onal
subr egi onal and

The desertification control
programes shoul d be devel oped and
i mpl emented concurrently at the
nati onal , subregi onal and regiona
level s in a coherent manner

The | evel of interaction between
nati onal actors and rel evant

net wor ks can neasure the
contribution fromscientific

net wor ks

How have actions and neasures taken at

the subregional and regional |evels
and at the SRAP and RAP | evel s been
devel oped concurrently in a manner
coherent with national policies and
NAPs and vice versa?

Are nationa
institutions participating actively
and effectively in subregional
regional and international relevant
net wor ks?

scientific and technica

regi onal levels
Ef fectiveness of |« pegree of The degree of power which
nmeasures in responsibility governnments del egate to | oca
| ocal capacity i n natural actors and supporting measures
bui | di ng resour ce (training for local organization
managenent at etc) need to be clearly shown
the Il ocal |evel o _ _ _
- Degree of Addi tional information on this

decentralization
I nvol verrent of
actors in

noni toring and
eval uation
process

i ndi cator can be provided in
responses to questions under
previous indicators, in particular
under item (iv) on the
institutional measures taken to

i mpl enent the Convention

1¢ abed
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Par t ner shi p
agreenents
appl i ed

Functi oni ng of

i nt ernal
partnership
agreenents
Consul tation and
coordi nation
process

| nvest nents nade
for NAP

i mpl enent ati on
Number of

i nternational
partners

i nvol ved
(rmultilateral
and bilateral)

I nformation on this indicator and
paranmeters can be found in
responses to item (iv) on
institutional nmeasures taken to

i mpl enent the Convention and item
(vi) on consultative process in
support of the preparation and

i mpl enent ati on of NAPs and
partnership agreements with

devel oped country Parties and ot her
interested entities

ze abed
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(viii)

t echni ca

Fi nanci al

al l ocations from nationa
cooperation including their inflows. Processes to identify their requirenents,

setting priorities

budgets in support of

i mpl ement ati on as wel |

as financial assistance and
areas of funding and

| NDI CATORS EVALUATI ON PARAVETERS REMARKS QUESTI ONS
Adopt ed Measures to Revi si on of existing financial nechanisns VWhat neasures have been taken to
fi nanci al facilitate the shoul d make finance-related tools nore ensure access by local actors to

mechani sns

access of | ocal
actors to existing
sources of funding

accessible to | ocal actors.

fundi ng sources?

Are these neasures provisional or
per manent, how can they be
sust ai nabl e?

Is there a listing of existing
sources of funding?

Prepare a list of
nmet hods to nobilize
i nternal and
external resources

New forms of financing could conprise a
“National Fund to Conbat
Desertification”, or the pronotion of
funds at the local level. Wthin this
frane, it is expected to define the terns
and conditions for participation by
various actors in the financing and
managenent of desertification contro
activities. The international partners
shoul d support this process conceptually
and financially.

Has the governnent determ ned
speci fic nmechani snms to ensure
financing for conbating
desertification?

What are nodalities of
participation of the various

rel evant actors in the fundi ng and

t he managenent of activities to
conbat desertification?

Are international partners
supporting these specific

fi nanci al mechani sns?

cc abed
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Anal yze fl ows of
i nvestment in dry
| and devel oprent

Promoting environnentally sound and
econom cally profitable investnent is an
essential schene for pursuing sustainable
devel opnment in dry | ands

Has a type of activities that
generate sufficient economc
return in an environnentally sound
way been properly identified and
pronoted as i nvestnent projects?
Has the return of investnment been
properly reinvested to ensure
financial sustainability?

Has investnent in dry |land been
generating environmental and

soci 0- econoni ¢ benefits for
mul ti pl e stakehol ders?

ve abed
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NAP fi nanci ng

e Mbbilization of
nati onal
resour ces

e Mbbilization of
ext er nal
resour ces

e Contribution
fromthe d obal
Mechani sm

Nunber of
partners
provi di ng
fi nanci al
support

« Ampunt of
fi nanci al
resour ces
avai l abl e

Mobi li zation of internal resources

i ndi cates the degree of priority attached
to desertification control by countries
in the framework of action progranmme.

Mobi i zati on of external resources can
show t he degree of commi tnent of partners
in cooperation to the national process.

Eval uati on of the G obal Mechanisnis
contribution should be oriented through
its capacity to nobilize new resources

to direct the countries concerned towards
existing financial resources, to identify
financial mechani snms that might help to

i mpl ement the Conventi on.

VWhat actions have been taken to
nobi | i ze resources at nationa
i nternati onal |evels?

and

Has the d obal Mechani sm been
contacted? Has it been able to
provi de orientation and support?

How many partners and which of
t hem specifically support the NAP
process?

How nmuch have these partners
provided to the NAP process and
how much has the gover nnent
requested themto provide?




Techni ca
cooperation
devel oped

Mobi | i zati on of

t echni cal
cooperation

I dentification of
priority needs in
t echni cal

assi stance

Has there been a plan fornul ated
for the request of technica
cooperation, including
nmultilateral and bil ateral
cooperation envi saged?

VWhat technical cooperation support
has been received other than
financi al resources?

VWhat are the needs for technica
cooperation and in what specific
areas (technical, scientific,
NGOs, CBOs, etc)?

What is the order of priority of
t he needs identified?

Ge abed
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(ix)

Revi ew of benchmarks and indicators utilized to nmeasure progress and an

assessnent ther eof

9g abed

| NDI CATORS

EVALUATI ON PARAVETERS

REMARKS

QUESTI ONS

Qper ationa
mechani sis
for
noni toring
and
eval uati on

Est abl i shmrent and/ or
st rengt heni ng of
nati onal

envi ronnent al
nmoni t ori ng and
observati on
capacities

I nformati on systens
on desertification
at the national

| evel

Mai n actors’
to avail abl e
i nformation
Mechani sns for
consul tation
concerni ng an

anal ysis of results
Regul ar production
of reports

Feedback on

eval uation for
progranmme nanagenent

access

Affected countries should have a
nati onal capacity to harness rel evant
environnmental information, including:

The capacity to collect, analyze and
process information, and to produce
i mpact indicators

The functional efficiency for
di ssenminating informati on and
networ ki ng at the national |eve

The capacity to harnonize existing
information systens in related fields
(environment, agriculture, energy,
climate change, biodiversity, coasta
and narine resource nmanagenent, etc)

The capacity to nonitor, assess and
eval uate the inpact of NAPs

Response to this indicator and

paranmeters can refer to the information
provi ded on the sane subject
(iv) on institutional
i mpl enent the Convention

under item
neasures taken to

« What is the nmechani smof nonitoring
and assessnent of the environnment?

e What are the measures taken for
har noni zati on of existing
nmechani sms and systens?

e What is the planned nationa
net hodol ogy for the el aboration of
i npact indicators? Has it been
adopt ed?

S'ANI/(T)O MDD
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C. UNCCD profile systemfor national reports

60. In addition to the requirenents of decision 11/COP.1, UNCCD Parties
increasingly feel the need for a database to provide a reference for:

(a) assessing the real extent of desertification, and
(b) assessing the results of efforts to conbat desertification and
mtigate drought.

61. As a prelimnary step, NFPs are reconmended to <collect the
i nformati on and data provided by national reports into specific databases.
These could becone information tools for inproving policy regarding, and
managenment of, land degradation issues, utilizing available nationa
systems such as the Desertification Information Systenms (DISs) and
Envi ronnental |Information Systens (EISs).

62. Nat i onal dat abase devel opnent shoul d in parti cul ar i ncl ude
institutional and expertise data such as relevant or gani zati ons/
institutions, experts, projects and technical docunentation. These

dat abases, as well as systenms such as the DISs and EISs that have been
devel oped in sone countries as part of the NAP process, should be fully
utilized to facilitate the preparation of future national reports.

63. Informati on obtained by the UNCCD from national reports, as well as
from their conpilation and analysis, may be gradually incorporated into a
UNCCD profile system for national reports, with the purpose of facilitating
i nteraction, data exchange and assessnent anmong all relevant actors, at
national, subregional, regional and international |evels. This wll
support the inplenmentation of the UNCCD including NAPs, SRAPs, and RAPs,
encourage the wuse of quantitative information and facilitate the
conpilation and analysis of future reports (a tentative format is contai ned
in annex I11).

64. Some of the elenments requested in annex Il for the national UNCCD
profile could also be utilized for the summary of the national report.
Additional information, however, would also be required. The elenents
listed in annex IIl are indicative only and will be updated and conpl eted

by the secretariat under the guidance of the Parties in order to propose in
due tine a UNCCD country profile format containing the required information
on rel evant bi ophysical and soci o-econoni c paraneters.
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Annex |
LEGQ SLATI VE AUTHORI TY
A. Decision 11/ COP. 1%

Procedures for the communi cation of information and
revi ew of inplenentation

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling article 26 of the Convention, which provides that each
Party shall comunicate to the Conference of the Parties at its ordinary
sessions, through the Permanent Secretariat of the Convention, reports on
nmeasures which it has taken for the inplenentation of the Convention and
that the Conference of the Parties shall determine the tinmetable for
subm ssion and the format of such reports,

Recalling also article 22, paragraph 2 (a) of the Convention, which
provides that the Conference of the Parties shall regularly review the
i mpl ementation of the Convention and the functioning of its institutional
arrangenents in the light of the experience gained at the national,
subregional, regional and international |evels and on the basis of the
evol ution of scientific and technol ogi cal know edge,

Recalling further article 22, paragraph 2 (b) of the Convention,
which provides that the Conference of the Parties shall pronote and
facilitate the exchange of information on neasures adopted by the Parties,
and deternine the formand tinetable for transmtting the information to be
submitted pursuant to article 26, review the reports and rmake
recomendati ons on them

Conscious of the desirability of adopting procedures to organize and
stream i ne the comuni cation of infornation,

Having reviewed the reconmendations of the Intergovernment al
Negotiating Cormittee on this issue,

Deci des to adopt the procedures attached to the present deci sion.

4 Decision 11/COP.1 <can be found in pages 41-46 of docunent
| CCDY COP( 1)/ 11/ Add. 1 which contains the decisions taken by the Conference
of the Parties at its first session.
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| nt roducti on

1. The purpose of the present procedures is to organize and streaniine
the communi cation of information pursuant to article 26 of the Convention
in order to facilitate the regular review of inplenentation by the
Conference of the Parties, in accordance with article 22, paragraph 2 (a)
of the Convention, and to pronote and facilitate the exchange of
informati on on mneasures adopted by the Parties pursuant to article 22,
par agraph 2 (b) of the Convention.

2. Specific objectives of the procedures include the foll ow ng:

(a) To ensure the effective assessnent of progress towards
achieving the objectives of the Convention and to enable the Conference of
the Parties to mmke appropriate recomendations to further those
obj ecti ves;

(b) To exchange information and data anong Parties in order to
maxi mze the benefits of successful neasures and initiatives under the
Conventi on;

(c) To ensure that the Committee on Science and Technol ogy and the
d obal Mechani sm have access to the information and data necessary to carry
out their nandates;

(d) To ensure that information on inplenentation is in the public
domain and available to the international comuni ty, particularly
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations, and other interested
entities.

Ceneral obligation to report

3. Each Party shall conmunicate to the Conference of the Parties for
consideration at its ordinary sessions, through the Permanent Secretariat,
reports on the neasures that it has taken for the inplementation of the
Conventi on.

4. Affected country Parties shall provide a description of the
strategi es established pursuant to article 5 of the Convention and of any
rel evant information on their inplenentation.

5. Affected country Parties that inplenent action programes pursuant to
articles 9 to 15 of the Convention shall provide a detailed description of
the programmes and their inplenentation.

6. In addition to reports on action progranmres pursuant to paragraph 5,
any group of affected country Parties nmay nmake a joint comunication,
directly or through a conpetent subregional or regional organization, on
neasures taken at the subregional and/or regional levels in inplementation
of the Convention.
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7. Devel oped country Parties shall report on nmeasures taken to assist in
the preparation and inplenentation of action progranmes, including

information on the financial resources they have provided, or are
provi di ng, under the Conventi on.

8. Parties are encouraged to nake full use of the expertise of conpetent
i ntergovernmental and non-governnental organizations in the preparation of
reports and in the dissem nation of relevant information

9. Rel evant organs, funds and programes of the United Nations, as well
as ot her i nt ergover nnment al and non-gover nnent al or gani zati ons, are
encouraged to provide information, as appropriate, on their activities in
support of the preparation and inplenentation of action programrmes under
the Conventi on.

Format and content of reports

10. Reports should be as concise as possible to facilitate their review
They should be structured as follows, taking into account the degree of
devel opnent of action progranmes and ot her rel evant circunstances:

(a) Reports on national action programmes
(i) A table of contents;
(ii) A summary not exceedi ng siXx pages;

(iii) The strategies and priorities established within the
framework of sustainable developnent plans and/or

pol i ci es;

(iv) The institutional measures taken to inplenent the
Conventi on;

(v) The participatory process in support of t he
preparation and i mpl enent ati on of t he action
progr ame;

(vi) The consul tative process in support of t he

preparation and inplenentation of the national action
programme and the partnership agreenent with
devel oped country Parties and other i nterested
entities;

(vii) The measures taken or planned within the framework of
the national action programres, including neasures to
i prove the econom c environnment, to conserve natura
resources, to inprove institutional organization, to
i mprove know edge of desertification and to nonitor
and assess the effects of drought;

(viii) Financial allocations from national budgets in
support of inplenentation as well as financial
assistance and technical cooperation received and
needed, identifying and prioritizing requirenents;

(ix) A review of the benchnmarks and indicators utilized to
neasure progress and an assessnent thereof;
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(b) Reports on joint, subregional and regi onal action programes
(i) A table of contents;
(ii) A sunmary not exceedi ng six pages;

(iii) The areas of cooperation under the programe and
neasures taken or planned;

(iv) The consul tative process in support of t he
preparation and inplenentation of the subregi onal or
regi onal action programres and the partnership
agreenent with developed country Parties and other
interested entities;

(v) Financial allocations by affected country Parties of
the subregion or region in support of inplenmentation
as well as financial assistance and technica
cooperation received and needed, identifying and
prioritizing requirements;

(vi) A review of benchmarks and indicators utilized to
measure progress and assessnent thereof.

c) Reports of devel oped country Parties
(i) A table of contents;
(i) A sunmary not exceedi ng six pages;

(iii) The consultative processes and partnership agreenents
in which they are invol ved,;

(iv) Measures taken to support the preparation and
i mpl enentation of action programmes at all |[evels,
i ncluding information on the financial resources they
have provided, or are providing, both bilaterally and
multilaterally;

(d) Reports of affected devel oped country Parties not preparing
action programes

(i) A table of contents;

(ii) A summary not exceedi ng siXx pages;

(iii) The strategies and priorities, within the franmework
of sustainabl e devel opnent plans and/or policies, to
conbat desertification and nmitigate the effects of
drought and any relevant information on their
i mpl enent ati on.

11. Informati on provided by rel evant organs, funds and progranmes of the
United Nations, as well as other intergovernmental and non-governnental
organi zations, should include sumraries, in principle not exceeding four
pages.

Language of reports

12. Reports shall be communicated to the Permanent Secretariat in one of
the official |anguages of the Conference of the Parties.
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Ti ret abl e for the subm ssion of reports

13. The Conference of the Parties shall initiate, at its third session,
review of the reports subnmtted by the Parties, alternating between
affected African country Parties and affected country Parties of other
regions. At its third session, the Conference of the Parties shall exam ne
the reports of affected African country Parties. At its fourth session,
the Conference of the Parties shall exam ne the reports of affected country
Parties of other regions. Such rotation shall apply to subsequent
sessi ons.

14. Devel oped country Parties shall report, at each session, on neasures
taken to assist action programes of those affected developing country
Parties reporting for the session. Rel evant organs, funds and progranmes
of the United Nations, as well as other intergovernment al and
non- governmental organi zations, are invited to do |ikew se.

15. Reports shall be subnmitted to the Permanent Secretariat at |east six
months prior to the session at which they are to be revi ewed.

Conpi |l ati on and synthesis by the Permanent Secretari at

16. The Pernanent Secretariat shall conpile the sumraries of reports
submitted pursuant to paragraphs 3 to 7, and of information provided by
rel evant organs, funds and progranmmes of the United Nations, as well as
other intergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations, on neasures
taken or planned in support of inplenentation of the Convention

17. The Permanent Secretariat shall prepare, in addition, a synthesis of
the reports setting out the trends energing in the inplenentation of the

Conventi on.

Revi ew process

18. Reports by Parties, together with advice and information provided by
the Cormittee on Science and Technol ogy and the gl obal nechani sm consi st ent
with their respective nmandates and such other reports as the Conference of
the Parties may call for, shall constitute the basis of the review of
i mpl enmentation by the Conference of the Parties.

Periodic reports

19. After the third ordinary session and following every subsequent
ordinary session of the Conference of the Parties, the Permanent
Secretariat shall prepare a report sumarizing the conclusions of the

revi ew process.
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O ficial docunments
20. Docunents prepared by the Permanent Secretariat in accordance with
paragraphs 16, 17 and 19 shall <constitute official docunents of the
Conference of the Parties.
Avail ability of reports
21. Al reports comunicated to the Pernmanent Secretariat in accordance

with the present procedures, as well as institutional information pursuant
to paragraph 22, shall be in the public domain. The Permanent Secretariat
shall nake available copies of the reports to any interested Parties and
other entities or individuals.

Conmmuni cation of institutional information to the Pernmanent Secretari at

22. To facilitate exchanges of information and infornmal contacts within
and outside the review process, Parties shall comrunicate to the Permanent
Secretariat, as soon as practicable, information concerning the nanes,

addresses and phone nunbers of national, subregional, and regional foca
poi nts and coordi nati ng bodi es.

23. The  Pernanent Secretari at shal | keep in databases and/ or
directories, and regularly update, information provided in accordance wth

the present procedures.

Assi stance to devel oping country Parties in the preparation of reports

24. The Permanent Secretariat shall, on request and within the limts of
its resources, facilitate assistance to affected developing country
Parties, particularly affected African country Parties and |east devel oped
Parties anong them in the conpilation and comrunication of infornmation
pursuant to the present procedures, or seek such assistance from bilatera
donors and/ or conpetent intergovernnmental organizations.
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B. Decision 5/COP.2°

Procedures for the conmuni cati on of information
and review of inplenmentation

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling article 22, paragraphs 2(a) and (b), article 23, paragraph
2(c), and article 26 of the Convention,

Reaf firm ng decision 11/COP.1 on procedures for the conmunication of
i nformati on and review of inplenmentation,

Havi ng considered the review of the inplenentation of the Convention
and of its institutional arrangenents, including support to regional action
progr ammes, °

1. Recalls that, at its third session, in 1999, it shall
exam ne the reports of affected African country Parties and, at its fourth
session, in 2000, the reports of affected country Parties in other regions;

2. Recal | s al so that devel oped country Parties shall report, at
each session, on neasures taken to assist action programes of those
affected developing country Parties reporting for the session, and that
rel evant organs, funds and programmes of the United Nations system and
ot her intergovernnental and non-governnmental organizations, are invited to
do |likew se;

3. Recalls further that reports are to be submitted in
conformity with the procedures for the conmmunication of information and
revi ew of inplenentation contained in decision 11/COP. 1;

4. Calls upon Governnments, the United Nations system and all
other interested organizations, including non-governmental organizations
and the private sector, to provide technical and financial support with a
view to assisting affected African country Parties for the conpilation and
conmuni cation of information to be subnmitted to the Conference of the
Parties at its third session, in 1999, for consideration, as well as
identifying the technical and financial needs associated wth action
pr ogr anmes;

5. Requests the secretariat to report to the Conference of the
Parties at its third session on its activities related to paragraph 24 of
the procedures contained in decision 11/COP.1 and article 23, paragraph
2(c), of the Convention.

As contained in docunent | CCD/ COP(2)/ 14/ Add. 1.
6 CCD/ COP(2) /5.
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C. Decision 1/ COP. 57

Addi ti onal procedures or institutional nechanisns to assist in
the review of the inplenentation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling article 22, paragraph 2 (a), (c¢), (d) and (h) of the
Conventi on,

Recalling also article 23, paragraph 2 (a), (b) and (c), and article
26 of the Convention,

Further recalling its decision 11/COP.1 on Procedures for the
Comuni cation of Information and Review of the Inplenentation, paragraph 4
of decision 3/COP.4 on Procedures for the Review of the Inplenmentation of
the Convention, and paragraph 2 (a) of decision 5/ COP.4 on the Programe of
Wrk of the Conference of the Parties,

1. Decides to establish a conmttee for the review of the
i npl enentation of the Convention (CRIC) as a subsidiary body of the
Conference of the Parties to assist it in regularly reviewing the
i mpl enent ati on of the Conventi on;

2. Decides also to adopt the terns of reference of the Commttee
for the Review of the Inplenentation of the Convention as contained in the
annex to this decision;

3. Deci des further that the mandate and functions of the Committee
as contained in paragraph 1 (b) of the terms of reference shall be subject
to renewal at the seventh session of the Conference of the Parties, in the
i ght of |essons |earned during the overall review of the Conmittee;

4. Deci des furthernore that the Conference of the Parties shall,
no later than its seventh ordinary session, review the terms of reference
of the Comrittee, its operations and its schedule of neetings, with a view
to maki ng any necessary nodification, including reconsidering the need for
and nodalities of the Cormittee as a subsidiary body;

5. Invites Parties to subnmit witten proposals to the secretariat
no later than January 2003 on criteria against which the Conmittee will be
reviewed, with a view to determ ning such criteria at the sixth session of
the Conference of the Parties;

6. Decides that the first session of the CRIC, to be held in
Novermber 2002, shall review updates to reports already avail able and/or new
reports fromall regions, to be submtted no later than 30 April 2002, and
that the second session of the CRIC, to be held during the sixth session of

As contai ned in docurment | CCD/ COP(5)/11/Add. 1.
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the Conference of the Parties, shall carry out its functions pursuant to
paragraph 1 (b) of the ternms of reference. After the sixth session of the
Conference of the Parties, the review shall be conducted in accordance wth
the tinetable outlined in paragraphs 13 to 15 of decision 11/COP.1. The
review shall focus on specific thematic issues identified by Parties.

7. Requests the secretariat, in accordance with the terns of
reference, to conpile, synthesize and provide a prelinmnary analysis of the
reports submitted by Parties and observers and the reports on regional
i nputs, along thematic priorities identified by the Parties for subm ssion
to the CRIC

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to facilitate the preparation
of regional inputs for the review process, in cooperation with interested
Parti es, i nternational, regi onal and subregi onal organi zations and

coordi nati ng nmechani snms, and representatives of civil society;

9. Invites Parties, in particular developed country Parties and
interested organizations as well as private sector and non-governnental
organi zations, to contribute financially to the organization of regional
nmeetings, including the preparation of national reports, and to the

participation of representatives of affected devel oping country Parties, in
particul ar the |east devel oped anong them wth a view to facilitating the
preparation of regional inputs for the review process;

10. Decides that the key thematic topics for the review, up to and
including the seventh session of the Conference of the Parties, shall be
the follow ng:

- participatory processes i nvol vi ng civil soci ety, non-
governnental organi zations and comunity-based organi zati ons;

- l egislative and institutional frameworks or arrangenents;

- resource nobilization and coordination, both donestic and
i nternational, including conclusions of partnership agreenents;

- i nkages and synergies with other environnental conventions and,
as appropriate, with national devel opnent strategies;

- nmeasures for the rehabilitation of degraded land and for early
war ni ng systens for mtigating the effects of drought;

- drought and desertification nonitoring and assessnent;

- access by affected country Parties, particularly affected
devel opi ng country Parties, to appropriate technol ogy, know edge
and know how;

11. Requests the secretariat to circulate in all official |anguages
at |least six weeks prior to the first session of the Comrittee appropriate
docunentation for that session.
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Annex
TERVMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COW TTEE FOR THE REVI EW
OF THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE CONVENTI ON
A. Mandate and functions
1. The Conmittee for the Review of the Inplenmentation of the Convention

(CRIC) shall assist the Conference of the Parties in regularly reviewng
the inplenentation of the Convention, in the light of the experience gained
at the national, subregional, regional and international |evels, and shall
facilitate the exchange of information on neasures adopted by the Parties,
pursuant to article 26 of the Convention, in order to draw concl usions and
to propose to the Conference of the Parties concrete reconmendati ons on
further steps in the inplenentation of the Convention. Particularly, it
shal | :

(a) At sessions held between ordinary sessions of the Conference of
the Parties:

(i) Use as the basis of the review of inplenentation by the
Conference of the Parties, the reports by Parties, together with
advice and information provided by the Cormittee on Science and
Technology and the dobal Mechanism consistent with their
respective mandates, and such other reports as the Conference of
the Parties nay call for;

(ii) Identify and anal yse the efficiency and effectiveness of
nmeasures taken by the Parties and stakeholders with a view to
focusing on activities that meet the needs of people living in
af fected areas and enhancing nmeasures to conbat desertification
and/or mtigate the effects of drought;

(iii) ldentify and synthesize best practices, experiences and
| essons | ear ned;

(iv) Identify necessary adjustnments to the el aboration process
and the inplenmentation of action programres;

(v) Identify energing and challenging issues deriving from
i mpl enent ati on;

(vi) Consider information on the nobilization and use of
financial resources and other support with a view to enhancing
their effectiveness and efficiency towards the achievenents of
the objectives of the Convention, including infornmation fromthe
d obal Mechani sm

(vii) ldentify ways and neans of inproving procedures for
communi cation of information, as well as for the quality and



| CCY CRIC(1)/ I NF. 5

Page 48
format of reports to be submitted to the Conference of the
Parti es;

(viii) Identify ways and nmeans of pronmoting know how and
technology transfer, in particular fromthe devel oped countries
to the developing countries, for conbating desertification
and/or mtigating the effects of drought;

(ix) Identify ways and means of pronoting experience sharing
and informati on exchange anong Parties and all other interested
institutions and organi zati ons;

(x) Draw concl usions and propose concrete recomendati ons on
further steps in the inplenmentation of the Convention;

(xi) Submit a conprehensive report to the Conference of the
Parties in the light of its progranmme of work, including
concl usi ons and reconmendati ons;

(b) At sessions held during the COP:

(i) Consi der the comprehensive report of the inter-sessional
sessi on;

(ii) Review regularly the policies, operational nodalities and
activities of the @ obal Mechani sm

(iii) Review regularly reports prepared by the secretariat on
t he execution of its functions;

(iv) Consi der reports on the collaboration with the d obal
Environment Facility.

with a view to el aborating draft decisions, where necessary, for
consideration and, as appropriate, adoption by the Conference of
the Parties;

B. Conposition
2. The Conmittee shall be conposed of all Parties to the Convention.

3. Any other body or agency, whether national or international,
governmental or non-governmental, which w shes to be represented at a
session of the Conmmittee as an observer may be admitted unless one third of
the Parties present at the session object.

4. The Committee shall elect its own four Vice-Chairpersons, of whom one
shall act as Rapporteur. Together with the Chairperson, elected by the
Conference of the Parties in accordance with rule 31 of the rules of
procedure, they shall constitute the Bureau. The Chairperson and the Vice-
Chai rpersons shall be elected with due regard to the need to ensure
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equi tabl e geographi cal distribution and adequate representati on of affected

country Parties, particularly those in Africa, while not neglecting

affected country Parties in other regions, and shall not serve for nore

than two consecutive terns. The Chairperson of the CRIC shall be a nenber
of the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties.

C. Frequency of sessions and organi zation of work

5. Sessions of the Conmittee shall be held during and once between each
of the ordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties.

6. Sessions of the Conmittee held between ordinary sessions of the
Conference of the Parties shall not be Ionger than two weeks.

7. Extraordinary sessions of the Conmittee shall be held at such tines
as nmay be decided by the Conference of the Parties.

8. Sessions of the Conmittee shall be public, unless the Conmittee
deci des ot herw se.

9. The programme of work of the Conmittee, which should include
estimates regarding financial inplications, shall be approved by the
Conference of the Parties. At the beginning of each of its sessions, the
Conmittee shall adopt its agenda and organi zation of work for the session

10. In agreenment with the Chairperson of the Conmittee, the secretariat
shal | prepare the provisional agenda of each session

D. Nature of the review and net hodol ogy

11. The review shall be open and transparent, inclusive, flexible and
facilitative, as well as effective in terms of the use of financial
technol ogi cal and human resources. It shall be an experience-sharing and
| essons-learning exercise which wll identify successes, obstacles and
difficulties with a view to inproving the inplenentation of the Conventi on,
but it will not be an assessnent of conpliance.

12. The review shall be conducted thematically with due regard to

geographi ¢ regi ons and subregi ons.

E. The revi ew process

13. The review process shall examne, inter alia, reports submtted by
the Parties, information and advice from the dobal Mechanism and the
Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy, as well as reports by relevant organs,
funds and pr ogr ammes of t he Uni t ed Nat i ons system and ot her
i ntergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations and such other reports
as the Conference of the Parties may call for.

14. Nat i onal reports shall be subnitted to the secretariat for
conpilation, synthesis and prelinnary analysis. Parties shall have an
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opportunity to review in reasonable tinme the portions of such docunents
prepared by the secretariat that refer to them by nane.

15. The secretariat should, to the extent possible, take advantage of its
ongoing work and activities at the regional and/or subregional levels to
di ssem nate information steming fromits prelimnary analysis and seek to
obtain feedback with a view to enriching the Commttee’s work base, while
favouring a bottomup and partici patory approach.

16. The secretariat shall conpile a synthesis report for consideration by
the Conmittee. The regional and subregional feedback referred to in
paragraph 15 shall be annexed to the secretariat’s report. The CST,

i ncludi ng through the use of its Goup of Experts, and the G obal Mechani sm
shall be invited to provide to the CRIC advice and information on the basis
of the report by the secretariat.

F. Qutcone

17. The Conmittee shall report on its work at each ordinary session of
the Conference of the Parties.

18. The report of the Committee shall be subnitted to the Conference of

the Parties for its consideration and any decision the Conference may wi sh
to take on the inplenmentation of the Conventi on.

G Transparency of work

19. All the reports and the results of the work of the Comrittee shall be
in the public donmain.
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PROPOSED PROCESS AND WORK PLAN

Novenber 2001

NFPs/ NCBs will wundertake consultations anobng line nministries and
ot her key actors/stakehol ders to explore the process, activities and
time frame for national report preparation in a manner suitable for
respective countries.

Novenber / Decenber 2001

NFPs/NCBs will prepare in collaboration with other stakeholders an
outline of national reports and a prelinmnary consolidation of
updat ed information on the status of desertification/land

degradation and on activities, particularly recent developrment in
the past two years at the |ocal and national |evel.

January 2002
NFPs/NCBs will finalize a draft national report.

February 2002

NFPs/ NCBs will organize a national workshop to review and revise a
draft national report on the UNCCD. Representatives froma variety
of stakeholders’ groups will attend the workshop, including rel evant
m ni stries, governnment agencies, NGOs, CBGs, acadenic institutions,
| ocal authorities, the private sector and the nedia. Parti ci pants
shoul d be selected according to their active involvenent in the NAP
process.

March 2002

NFPs/ NCBs wi Il revise draft national reports taking into account the
comments and suggestions made at the workshop held earlier.
NFPs/NCBs w |l organize a consultation with line nmnistries and

experts to review the revised draft nati onal reports for
finalization.

April 2002

NFPs/ NCBs shall seek administrative clearance of the finalized
national reports for their final subm ssion to the UNCCD secretariat
wher e necessary.

30 April 2002
This is the required deadline for subnission of national reports to
the UNCCD secretariat, but for expeditious processing preferably by
25 April 2002.

June/ July 2002

The fifth regional neeting of UNCCD national focal points wll be
hel d, where the regional input will be finalized in accordance with
par agraph 9 of decision 1/ COP. 5.
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(ix) Jul y/ August 2002
The UNCCD secretariat will prepare a synthesis docunent for review
of the national reports at CRIC

(x) Sept enber / Oct ober 2002

Necessary docunments wll be distributed to NFPs/NCBs for their
advanced revi ew.

(xi) Novenber 2002
Conveni ng of the CRIC
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TENTATI VE FORVAT OF UNCCD PROFI LE SYSTEM FOR NATI ONAL REPORTS

The following information may be collected by the UNCCD into a database of
UNCCD country profiles for national reports. The database will be
mai ntained in close collaboration wth national f ocal poi nt's, and
subregional and regional organizations with the purpose of devel oping an
information tool to assist policy maki ng and managenent. It will also be
used to facilitate the preparation of future reports and to neet other
net wor ki ng needs at the national as well as international |evels.

Al t hough the database could be expanded in the future to include additiona
substantive or institutional data, at this point it is necessary to
concentrate on data that can easily be transmtted and integrated given the
limted resources and tine available to the secretariat.

Basic data itens for each national profile will include:
l. | NFORVMATI ON ON PROCESS AND | NSTI TUTI ONAL DEVEL OPMENT

(a) UNCCD ratification and entry into force (ratif/EF): dates and
decl arati ons

(b) UNCCD national coordination body (NCB): nane of the organization,
institutional framework, address and web site

(c) UNCCD national focal point (NFP): name of person in charge, title,
address, tel ephone, fax and e-nmil address

(d) UNCCD national events (awareness seninars and other relevant forums
for the formulation and adoption of NAPs): date, venue and report
and docunments available (title, date, |anguage and where to request

a copy)
(e) UNCCD national action programme (NAP): objectives, titles of
policies and neasures, list of projects and activities proposed,

list of multilateral and bilateral donor agencies involved

() UNCCD national report (NR): nunmber of report (COP 3, etc), date of
submi ssion, availability in hard copy and el ectronic format (CD ROV
web, diskette or e-mmil), future reports, and status of preparation
of the forthcom ng national reports

(9) Q her relevant organizations, classified as government or public
agencies, academc institutions, NGO, CBGs, the private sector,
regional and local authorities and the nedia, starting with a basic
list and gradually integrating other data: focal points, addresses,
tel ephone, fax, e-mmil addresses, web sites, nenbership, etc;
indication as to whether they participate in the national UNCCD
conmittee or counci
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(h) QO her relevant strategies, plans or programes in fields such as
nati onal devel opnment, agriculture, energy, environnent, education,
health, trade, poverty reduction, mgration, biodiversity, climte
change, marine and coastal managenent, forests, freshwater supplies;
indication as to whether any of these areas have simlar national
reporting processes, and in such cases identifying the focal point

(i) Rel evant information systens available in the country: basic
description of system nobst relevant to UNCCD (for nmanagerial and
institutional as well as technical purposes), list of other national

information systems with institutional/nmanagerial and scientific/
techni cal / geographical data and their web sites, and participation
in international information systens

() Rel evant national training institutions and activities

. | NFORMATI ON ON SUBSTANTI VE PARAMETERS TO COVBAT DESERTI FI CATI ON AND
M Tl GATE THE EFFECTS OF DROUGHT (Format yet to be devel oped)

(a) Synopsis of information on the biophysical status of desertification
and drought in order to conpare key paraneters over a |onger period

(b) Synopsis of information on the soci o-economc conditions relating to
desertification and drought in order to conpare key paraneters over a
| onger period

The UNCCD national profile systemw |l include links to the UNCCD dat abase
of COP participants and wll gradually be linked to other databases
containing relevant national data in various international organizations
such as: United Nations Departnent for Economic and Social Affairs
(UN/ DESA) database on national reports on Agenda 21, databases of UNDP,
UNEP, the Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations (FAO,
the Wirld Bank, Wrld Meteorological Oganization (WMD), United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, SID OSS/ UN TAR,
Organi zation for Economic Cooperation and Developnment (OECD), European
Comunity (EC), the Wirld Conservation Union (IUCN), and other relevant
NGCs .
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