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REPORT ON THE PROJECT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL GENDER
STATISTICS PROGRAMMES IN THE ARAB COUNTRIES

1. In compliance with the Beijing Declaration and the Platform for Action, adopted by the Fourth World
Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995), and in particular strategic objective H.3 of the Platform for Action,’
which called upon Member States, non-governmental organizations and United Nations agencies to produce
and disseminate sex-disaggregated data and information for planning and evaluation, the Statistics Division
of ESCWA initiated a project in early 1997 entitled “Development of National Gender Statistics
Programmes in the Arab Countries”. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), it should be
mentioned, is the principal provider of funds for that project. During the initial phases, the International
Development Research Centre (Canada) (IDRC) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) also
contributed to its financing. The Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations
(AGFUND) has recently agreed to help finance the execution of the project in two Arab countries, and the
Centre of Arab Women for Training and Research (CAWTAR) is to cooperate in the implementation of
project activities, especially in the Maghreb countries.

2. The Statistics Division is carrying out the project in nine Arab countries and areas, namely: Algeria,
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and Yemen. Qatar and
Morocco, too, have recently expressed their desire to join the project and have begun seeking funding for the
implementation of national activities.

3. Within this framework, the present report constitutes a supplement and update to that submitted by the
Statistics Division to the Statistical Committee at its third session (March 1999), the discussion of which
ultimately resulted in a request to ESCWA to continue work on the project, in addition to:

(a) An appeal to countries to engage in an exchange of experience and information;

(b) An invitation to those countries which had not yet joined the project to do so;

(c) A request to the statistical organizations to take steps to create units concerned with gender

statistics and to continue work on the preparation of those statistics so as to cover all issues relating to
women and men.

See United Nations, Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995
(A/CONF.177/20/Rev.1, Sales No. 96.1V.13), pages 90 ff.
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I. PROJECT OBJECTIVES
A. DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES

4. The aim of the project is to strengthen national capacities in the field of production, use and
dissemination of gender statistics at the national and regional levels with a view to influencing national
policies and programmes for the advancement of women.

B. MEDIUM-TERM OBJECTIVES
1. Immediate objective I

5. To create awareness of the importance of gender statistics among national statistical offices, policy
makers, decision makers, researchers and those advocating equality, and of the important role which such
statistics can play in policy-making, programming and the identification of the statistics and indicators
needed for measuring the degree to which national gender-related objectives are achieved.

2. Immediate objective II

6.  The preparation of a national publication entitled “Women and men: a statistical portrait”, for each of
the countries participating in the project.

3. Immediate objective II]

7. Identification of the key issues involved in the social relationship between women and men;
assessment of data availability and gaps existing in national statistics systems in relation to those issues;
development of national plans of action; and creation of the necessary mechanisms for rectifying data
deficiencies.

4. Immediate objective IV

8. Development of a regional gender statistics database using the national data sets of the participating
countries.

5. Immediate objective V

9. Preparation of a plan containing a mechanism for the implementation of the project in other Arab
countries.

II. PROJECT ACTIVITIES

10. At the national level, each of the countries participating in the project held two workshops, with the
exception of Tunisia, which held three. In addition, each country established a national gender statistics
database and prepared a national publication in Arabic entitled “Women and men: a statistical portrait”. The
ESCWA team working on the project is currently in the process of issuing booklets in English based on the
national publications previously prepared.

11. Each country prepared a national report identifying the gaps and deficiencies in the data available in
its statistical offices and assessing data needs. In addition, each one proposed a long-term strategy for
developing national gender statistics for a period of up to five years.

12. At the regional level, ESCWA held two regional workshops on gender statistics and prepared a
publication and a wall chart in English on the theme “women and men in the Arab region: a statistical
portrait”, both of which will be issued shortly in Arabic.




13.  ESCWA undertook to update and further develop a regional database on gender statistics compiled
from the countries participating in the project. It made use of national publications to complete the database
with data found in tables available in computerized form. An expert is to upgrade the programmes prepared
for storing and retrieving available data and for tailoring them to users’ needs.

14. Indicated below are the activities carried out at the national and regional levels since the start of the
project (see the annex).

A. AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL

15.  Explanation of and dissemination of information on the objectives and strategies of the project and the
steps towards its realization through the use of various information programmes, as follows:

(a) Preparation and publication of a brochure on the project in both Arabic and English;
(b) Missions to participating countries by persons working on the project.

16. Review of training programmes and materials used and issuance of the Arabic version of the
Handbook for Producing National Statistical Reports on Women and Men (ST/ESA/STAT/ SER.K/14).

17. The organization of the seven-day Regional Workshop on the Development of National Gender
Statistics Programmes in the Arab Countries, held in Tunis from 9 to 14 June 1997. The workshop was
aimed at national capacity-building in the field of collection, analysis and dissemination of gender statistics
and the identification of priority gender issues and the related statistics. A further aim was to formulate
initial plans for the development of national gender statistics programmes in the Arab countries, with
emphasis on the production of national publications on women and men.

18. The offering of assistance and advisory services to participating countries in connection with the
preparation of the report entitled “Women and men: a statistical portrait” and other project-related activities
and in the form of missions to participating countries; participation in the task of putting the plans of action
and national strategies in those countries in their final form as well as the necessary mechanisms for their
implementation, their approval by the national steering committees and their financing.

19. The organization of the Second Regional Workshop on Gender Statistics in the Arab Countries, which
took place in Amman over the four-day period from 8 to 11 November 1999. The principal objectives of the
Workshop were to inform statisticians and users of statistics of the steps and requirements for developing
gender statistics programmes; to offer advice on assessing data availability and quality; to review the
methods of compiling and analysing gender statistics and presenting them to a broad public; and to prepare
national plans of action for the development of gender statistics programmes.

20. The holding of meetings with the Centre of Arab Women for Training and Research (CAWTAR) to
prepare a plan for the collection of data on Arab countries not participating in the project.

21. The issuance of a regional statistical publication and a wall chart on the conditions of women and men,
entitled “Women and men in the Arab region: a statistical portrait 2000”.

22.  The holding of consultations and meetings with countries and donor organizations for the purpose of
drafting a plan for the implementation of the project in other Arab countries, such as Bahrain, Qatar and
Morocco.

23. The preparation of proposals for the implementation of the project in other Arab countries and
identification of possible financing agencies.



B. AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

24.  The formation, by the national statistical organization in each participating country, of a high-level
steering committee and working group at the national level.

25.  The holding of the first National Workshop for Producers and Users of Gender Statistics in each
country. The principal aim of the workshop was to increase awareness of the social roles of men and women
by identifying gender issues having priority in the society and evaluating the related gender statistics.

26. The compilation, by the national working group, of the statistics and indicators needed for the national
publication entitled “Women and men: a statistical portrait”, and the establishment of a plan for its
production and distribution.

27.  The preparation of a draft of the publication on which comments can be made, editing can be done and
the typographical design and layout can be refined by a number of local experts.

28. The holding of the second National Workshop for Producers and Users of Gender Statistics in each
country. The objective of the workshop was to evaluate the draft national publication entitled “Women and
men: a statistical portrait” in terms of its form and content and the degree to which it succeeded in presenting
and dealing with priority gender issues.

29. The drafting of the report in its final form (in Arabic) in preparation for printing, once the necessary
changes were made based on the discussions that had taken place at the second National Workshop and the
comments of the nationai steering committee.

30. Printing and distribution of the Arabic version.

31.  Recording of the experience acquired in producing publications, in connection with gaps in data,
theoretical problems and shortcomings relating to data collection methods and classification principles.

32.  The holding of donor meetings at the national level with a view to obtaining the requisite additional
financing for the implementation of national strategies and plans of action.

III. ACHIEVEMENTS REALIZED

33.  Creation of awareness of the importance of gender statistics in defining the gap between the social
roles of women and men with a view to determining ways to increase equality.

34.  National capacity-building in the area of collection, analysis and dissemination of gender statistics
through the training of 660 producers and users of gender statistics, and the providing of opportunities for the
exchange of experience and information among the Arab countries by means of regional workshops.

35. Issuance of eight national publications on women and men in Arab countries and areas (Algeria,
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and Yemen).

36. Development of a regional database on gender statistics in the Arab countries.

37.  Contribution to the establishment of national strategies and plans for the development of gender
statistics at the national level.

38. Establishment of gender statistics units in a number of participating countries and areas, namely:
Algeria, Egypt, Palestine, Tunisia, Yemen.

39.  The creation of a regional network of specialists in the field of gender statistics.




IV. FUTURE ORIENTATIONS

40. Based on the experience gained from the project in the field of data collection and the preparation of
the national publications entitled “Women and men: a statistical portrait”, ESCWA will:

(a) Follow-up on national capacity-building and the exchange of experience and information in the
field of gender statistics;

(b) Prepare a framework for gender equality indicators;

(¢) Undertake analyses of available gender statistics and data related to priority issues in the
countries participating in the project;

(d) Tackle new issues in the field of gender statistics that have not previously been discussed, such
as: unemployment and underemployment; unpaid work; the informal sector; working conditions with regard
to the distribution of occupations, wages and opportunities; time use; and violence;

(e) Disseminate gender statistics through the development of regional and national gender statistics
sites on the Internet, with a view to monitoring change and the progress made in that area.



‘paredwo) = X :aroN

X uonejudwd(dwii A331e41s [euoljeu
10y 3uroueury ayisinbas ay; Sunnsus je pswie Sunssw louop B jo Juipjoy
% X X X X X X X sonsnels Japuad jo yuswdo[aAap ays 10] A§a1e1lS [RUOIIRU B JO JUSWYSIGRIST
X M3IADI M3IAI MIIAL MDA MIIADI MIIADI MITAL uoneorgnd [euolRU 9Y) U0 paseq ysi3uy ul 12pjooq € Juinssy

1apun 1opun 1pun Ispun lapun Iapun Iopun)
A ¥seyd
X X X X X X X X uoNNGLISIP ‘9oUeNSS] §)1 JO judwdUnouue ‘uoneoyqnd ay; jo Sunurg
X X X X X X X X doysy1om 3y} JO SUOIEPUSW WO
ay3 Jo 1Sy ayy ur uonedijqnd 2yl Jo YeIp 1S oY) Jo depdn pue maIAdY
Al oseyd
X X X X X X uonestgnd Jeap Yl mIIAI 0] SOUISHR)S JIpUID
JO s1as() pue s1odnpoid 10J dOysHIOA\ [BUONEN Pu0d3s ay) jo SuipjoH
X X X X X X X X Jresuod [esnsners
B (USUI PUB USWOM,, PaIua uonesijqnd [eucneu yeip oyl jo uonesedald
X X X X X X X X Spua) Jo 3uLI0}IUOW PUE BIEP JO SISA[BUY
X ssas8oud ug X X X X X X X B1Bp [BO11S1IRIS paJinbal ay) 10y dseqelep e jo Suip[ing
I11 3seyd
X X X X X X X X sansst Jopuag A11ond Jo uoneoI1IUIP]
X X X X X X X X X $o1Is13e1S JOpuad JO SnILIS JUALIND Y] JO UONBN[BAY
X X X X X X X X X sonsnels
I3pUuan) JO SI13s() pue s1aonpold 10j doysyiop [euonep is1y oyl jo Suipjoy
11 aseyd
X X X X X X X X X S31J1AIIOE [BUOIIRU INO SuIALIED 10] 9[qEISWI] B JO JUSWYSI|qRIST
X X X X X X X X X dnoi3 Sunjiom [BUOIIEU B JO UORWLIO ]
X X X X X X X X X So)Iwwod SuLIadls [9A9[-YSIY € JO UonBWwIO,|
[ 3seyqd
[9A3[ [BUOlBU 3Y) Y
100¢ aunf 9-p ‘®ISIUN], SaLUN0))
qery oy} ul sousnes Japuan uo doysyiopy [euo13ay piyl ay) jo Suipjoy
6661 19qQUIIAON 000 Nenzod [eo1IsnIelS B 1UO0Igal qely
3U] U] USW pUB USWIOA,, PI[IIIUS uonedljqnd [e11SIIE]S [BUOISAL B JO 90UBNSS]
6661 J9qWIAON ]1-8 ‘uepiof $OINUNG))
. qery ay) ui sonsneS 1opusn) uo doysyiop [euoiday puodsag ayl Jo Juipjoy
L661 2unf $1-6 ®ISIUNL S3LIUN0Y) qeIy Y} Ul SSWwWreI301d SO1ISIelS Jopuan
TeuornieN Jo juawdooaa 2y ue doysyiop [euci3ay 1siy ayi Jo Suipjoy
[9A3] [euo13aa a3 1Y

sunssed ugwO eLIDI[Y uoueqay uepiof BLIAG BISIUN] UMW & 1dA33

LOUrodd IHL 40 SIOMTNVIA JHL NTHLIA LNO dATIAVD SHILIALLDV

Xouuy



