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The meeting was called to order at 10.55 a.m.

EXPRESSION OF WELOOME TO THE NEW PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ITALY

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): On behalf of the members of

the Council, I exteﬁd a warm welcome to our new colleagUe, His Excelléncy

Mr. Giovanni Migliuolo, Permanent Repreéentative of Italy to the United Nations.
We look forward to co-operating with him in thebwbrk of the Council.

. EXPRESSION OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING PRESIDENT

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): As this is the first meeting

of the Secufity'Council this month, I should like to pay.a warm tribute, on behalf
of the Council and on my own behalf, to my predecessor, His Excellency Mr; Li Luye,
Permanent Representative of China to the United Nations, for his dedicated service
as President of the Council for the month of August. ‘I am sdre I speak for all
members in expressing our admiration and deep appreciation to AmbassqdorrLi Luye
for the great diplomatic skill and'unfailing cour tesy with which he condugted the
Couhcil's business last month. ’

Mﬁy I add that during his presidency gratifying progress was made in reaching
the solution to a problem that was at the heart of the Céuncil's,concerns, and
under the guidance of the Permanent Representative of China tﬁe prestige of the
Security Council and of the United Nations was gréatly enhanced. We are deeply
greateful to him for that achievement.

ADOPTION OF THE ‘AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

THE SITUATION CONCERNING WESTERN SAHARA

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Security Council will
now begin its consideration of the-item on its agenda. The Security Council is

meeting today in accordance with the understanding reached in the Council's pr ior



{The President)

consultations. Membei:s of the Council have before them' document S$/21093, which has

been prepared in the course of the Council's consultations.

The Seéretary-General of the United Nations wishes to make a statement, and I

- now call'upon him.
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Tne SECRETARY-GENERAL (interpretation from French): It is my honour to

inform the members of the Securlty Coun011 that the Kingdom of Morocco and the
POLISARIO Front, parties to the conflict in Western Sahara, while maklng remarks.
and comments, have, on 30 August 1988, in Geneva, given their agreement to the
proposals for a peaceful settlement submitted by the current Chairman of the =
Organization of African Unity and myself wlthln tne framework of my mi531on Qf good
offices. | | |

Those proposals‘are aimed at the promotion of a just and.definitive solution
of the question of Western'sahara‘in accordance witn General Assembly resolution
1514‘(XV). ‘The proposals,were drawn up following a lengthy series of discussions
which succe551ve Chairmen of the Organization of African Unity and I held with the

parties to the conflict under the mandate conferred upon me by the General Assembly

in its resolution 40/50.

The proposals aimedvat the restoration of peace in the region’provide‘a
framework for~the conclusion of a‘cease-fire and the establishment of conditions
necessary for the organization of a credible referendum that will make it possible
for the people of Western Sahara tolenercise its inalienable right to
self-determination without‘miiitary or administrative constraints. The referendum
will be organized’and monitored by the‘United Nations'in co-operation with the
Organization of AfricanAﬁnity.

bThe peace proposais willjbe;implemented‘under‘the guidance of a_Soecialy
Representative of the Secretary-General with.the assistance of a sufficiently large
Suppor t Group comprising a civilian unit, a military unit and a secur ity unit in
order to enable him to ful£il his organizational and monitoring functlons. The
'comp051tion of those units w111 be determined in due cour se by the
’Secretary-General in consultatlon w1th the‘partles to the conflict‘and having

regard to what is required for the organization and control of the referendum.
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{The Secr etaé y—-General)

lDuring ihe transition period between the installation of the cease-fire and
the announcement of the results of the referehdum, the Sec:efary—Geﬁefal's Special
Representaﬁive will be the soie and exélusi&e authority, particqla?ly with régard
~to all questions pertaining éo the referendum, including the b;ganization,
monitoring and cénducﬁ df the referendum. In thaﬁ capacity he will‘be gmpoweted to
. take ahy measures he deems hecessary to guarantee the impartiﬁlity of the‘
referendum, f;éedom of moVement and the security of‘ﬁhe population.,

The peace propésals,also provide for the deployment of a contingent of United
Nations observersvwhose reséonsibility it Qill be to verify the cessation of
hostilitiés, the implementation of the cease-fire, the exchange of prisonefs, tbe
determining of the positions of the parties at the time of the cease-fire and the
consigning of their troops :o sites to be determined by the Special
Representative. The»establishment and functioning of the Observer Group will be
governed by the gene:al principles applicable to United Nations peace-keeping
opera;ions.

The peace prdposals also advocate a cease-fi;e and the complete cessation of
hostilities so that the referendum précess will be free from anyAinterferencebor'
intimidation before‘the dtganization of the referendum and during its conduct. The
proposals also provide_tﬁat the Kingdom‘of“Morocco will éarry out an appropriate,
substantial and gradual reducﬁion of its troops in‘WeStérn Sahara. The remainder
| of the Morpcéan troops will be stationed at sites designated by the Special
Representative and will be placed undefvthe surveillance of the United Nations
Observer Group.

.Similatiy, the troops of the POLISARIO Front will be stationed under the
surveillance of the United Nations Observer Group at sites indiﬁated by the

Secretary-General's Special Representative,
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(The Secretary—General)

’At the present stage‘of our efforts, the current Chairman of the Organization
of African Unity and I are working hard to flnalize cer tain pract1ca1 details of
vthe peace plan for the settlement of the question of Western Sahara. The progress
already made to that end 1s_a preliminary'and favourable result, uhich it is
extremely important to‘consolidate'in order to preserve the momentum of the process.

| That is why, I request the Security Counc1l at this stage to authorize me to
proceed to the app01ntment of a Spec1a1 Representative for Western Sahara, who
would thus be enabled to gain familiarity with‘the facts of the question and with
_‘the peace plan. R |

At a‘subsequent:stage, after'finalization of the settlement plan for the
question‘of Western Sahara, and with a.detailed elaboration of the degree of United
Nations interVention.in the field - that’is an assessment of the required number of
observers‘and c1v111an and military personnel - I propose to return to the Security
Council to request the adoptzon of necessary:measures.

The PRESIDENT (1nterpretation from French). It is my understanding that

the Council Ais ready to proceed to the vote on the draft resoclution before it.

Unless I hear any objection. 1 shall put the draft resolution to the vote now,

There being no ob]ection, it is so dec1ded.

A vote was taken by Show of hands.

In favour: 'Algeria Argentina, Braz1l China, France, Germany, Federal
' Republic of, Italy, Japan, Nepal, Senegal, Union of SOV1et
oOClallst Republics, United Kingdom of Great Br1ta1n and Nor thern

Ireland, United States of America, Yugoslavia, Zambia
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): There were 15 votes in

favour. The draft resolution has therefore been adopted unahimously as .

resolution 621 (1988),

- The Security Council has thus concluded the present stage of its consideration

of the item on the agenda.:

The meeting rose at 11.10 a.m.




