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DRAFT AGREEMENT ON
INTERNATIONAL ROADS IN ARAB MASHREQ

ENGLISH VERSION
(December 2000)

The Contracting Parties,

Conscious of the importance to facilitate land transport on the international roads in Arab Mashreq,
and the necessity to increase cooperation and intra-regional trade and tourism, through the formulation of a
well-studied plan for the construction and development of an international road network to satisfy the
requirements of future traffic and the environment, have agreed on the following:

Article 1: Adoption of the International Road Network

The Contracting Parties adopt the international road network described in Annex I of this Agreement
“Road Network of Arab Mashreq”, which includes the roads of international importance in the Arab
Mashreq, and hence would have the priority in terms of the construction and development of national road
networks to be incorporated within the framework of the national projects in the member States that are
Contracting Parties to this Agreement.

Article 2: Orientations of International Road Network

The “Road Network of Arab Mashreq” consists of the main routes that have a north/south and
east/west orientation, and may include other roads to be added in the future, in conformity with the
provisions of this Agreement.

Article 3: Technical Standards

Within a maximum period of time (15 years), all the roads described in Annex I shall be brought into
conformity with the technical standards described in Annex II of this Agreement. As for the construction of
new roads, following the entry into force of this Agreement, such roads shall conform to the technical
standards described in Annex II of this Agreement.

Article 4: Signs and Signals

Within a maximum period of time (seven years), all signs and signals used on the roads described in
Annex I shall be brought into conformity with the standards described in Annex III of this Agreement. As for
the signs and signals that will be installed following the entry into force of this Agreement, such signs and
signals shall conform to the technical standards in Annex III of this Agreement.

Article 5: Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. This Agreement shall be open for signature at the United Nations House in Beirut from [, ] to
[cereene. ]* by States that are members of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia.

* The period of time for the opening for signature is 12 months starting from the date specified by the Transport
Committee. A period of six weeks should be allowed between the date of adoption and the date the Agreement opens for signature.
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2. States referred to in paragraph 1 in this article may become Contracting Parties to the Agreement by:

(a) signature not subject to ratification, acceptance or approval (i.e., definitive signature);

(b) signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval, followed by ratification, acceptance
or approval or

(c) accession.

3. Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument with
the depositary.
4. After its entry into force, as specified in article 6 of the Agreement, the remaining ESCWA member

States will be urged to join the Agreement.

5. States other than ESCWA member States may become Contracting Parties to the Agreement by
depositing an instrument of accession with the depositary. Only such non-member States, which have been
approved by a two-thirds majority of the ESCWA member States that are Contracting Parties to the
Agreement, may deposit such an instrument of accession.

Article 6: Entry into Force

1. The Agreement shall enter into force 90 days after the date on which five States have either signed it
definitely or have deposited an instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. For each State signing definitively, reatifying, approving, accepting or acceding to the Agreement
after the date on which five States have either signed it definitively or have deposited an instrument of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, the Agreement shall enter into force ninety days after the date
on which the definitive signature has been affixed or the date on which the instrument of ratification,
approval, acceptance or accession has been deposited.

Article 7: Amendments

1. Any Contracting Party may propose amendments to the Agreement including its Annexes after it has
entered into force.

2. Proposed amendments to the Agreement shall be submitted to the Committee on Transport of the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

3. Amendments to the Agreement shall be considered adopted if approved by a two-thirds majority of
the Contracting Parties present and voting at a meeting of the Contracting Parties convened for that purpose.
Amendments to Annex I of the Agreement shall be considered adopted if approved by a two-thirds majority
of the Contracting Parties, including all of those Contracting Parties directly concerned by the proposed
amendment, present and voting at a meeting of the Contracting Parties convened for that purpose.

4, The Committee on Transport of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
shall inform the depositary without delay of any amendment so adopted.

5. Amendments to the Agreement shall be notified by the depositary to all Contracting Parties and shall
enter into force for all Contracting Parties three months after the date of the notification, unless objections
from more than one third of the Contracting Parties are received by the depositary within three months after
the date of notification.

Article 8: Denunciation
Any Contracting Party may denounce this Agreement by written notification addressed to the

depositary. The denunciation shall take effect 12 months after the date of deposit of the notification, unless
the Contracting Party revokes it prior to such date.




Article 9: Termination

This Agreement shall cease to be in force if the number of Contracting Parties is less than five for
any period of 12 consecutive months.

Article 10: Disputes Settlement

1. Any dispute between two or more Contracting Parties which relates to the interpretation or
application of this Agreement and which the Parties in dispute are unable to settle by negotiation or other
means of settlement shall be referred to arbitration if any of the Contracting Parties in dispute so requests and
shall, to that end, be submitted to one or more arbitrators selected by mutual Agreement between the Parties
in dispute. If the Parties in dispute fail to agree on the choice of an arbitrator or arbitrators within three
months after the request for arbitration, any of those Parties may request the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, or whomever he delegates, to appoint a single arbitrator to whom the dispute shall be submitted for
decision.

2. The appointment of the arbitrator or arbitrators in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article shall be
binding to all the Contracting Parties in dispute. :

Article 11: Limits of the Application of the Agreement

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as preventing a Contracting Party from taking any
action, compatible with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, that it considers necessary to its
external or internal security.
Article 12: Depositary

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the depositary of the Agreement.
Article 13: Status of Annexes to the Agreement

The list of used technical terminology and the three Annexes of the Agreement are an integral part of
the Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto, have signed this
Agreement.

DONE at Beirut, this --/--/----, in the Arabic, English and French languages, all of which are equally
authentic.






