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|. ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER MATTERS
A. Statespartiesto the Convention

1. Asat 12 October 2001, the closing date of the twenty-eighth session of the Committee
on the Rights of the Child, there were 191 States parties to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child. The Convention was adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 44/25

of 20 November 1989 and opened for signature and ratification or accession in New Y ork

on 26 January 1990. It entered into force on 2 September 1990, in accordance with the
provisions of itsarticle 49. A list of Statesthat have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. As at the same date, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
on the involvement of children in armed conflict had been ratified or acceded to by 6 States
parties and signed by 84 States. Also at the same date, the Optional Protocol to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography had
been ratified or acceded to by 8 States parties and signed by 74 States. The two Optional
Protocols to the Convention were adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 54/263

of 25 May 2000 and opened for signature and ratification or accession in New Y ork

on 5 June 2000. A list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the two Optional
Protocols to the Convention are contained in annexes Il and 111 to the present report.

3. The texts of the declarations, reservations or objections made by States parties with
respect to the Convention are reproduced in document CRC/C/2/Rev.8.

B. Opening and duration of the session

4, The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its twenty-eighth session at the
United Nations Office at Geneva from 24 September to 12 October 2001. The Committee
held 28 meetings (722nd-749th). An account of the Committee' s deliberations at its
twenty-eighth session is contained in the relevant summary records (CRC/C/SR.722-734;
737-741; 743-746; and 749).

C. Membership and attendance

5. All the members of the Committee attended the twenty-eighth session. A list of the
members, together with an indication of the duration of their terms of office, is provided in
annex |V to the present report. Mrs. Amina Hamza El Guindi and Mr. Ibrahim Abdul Aziz
El-Sheedi were not able to attend the session in its entirety. Mrs. Marilia Sardenberg was not
able to attend the session.

6. The following United Nations bodies were represented at the session: Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
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7. The following specialized agencies were also represented at the session: International
Labour Organization (ILO), World Heath Organization (WHO).
8. Representatives of the following non-governmental organizations were aso in attendance

at the session:

Genera consultative status

International Council of Women, International Movement ATD Fourth World,
Zonta International.

Specia consultative status

Arab Organization for Human Rights, Amnesty International, Coalition against
Trafficking in Women, Defence for Children International, International Commission of
Jurists, International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, International Confederation of
Socia Workers, International Federation of Women in Legal Careers, International
Federation Terre des Hommes, International Service for Human Rights, World
Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women, World Organization against
Torture.

Others

NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, NGO Working Group for
Nutrition, International Baby Food Action Network.

D. Agenda

9. At the 722nd meeting, on 24 September 2001, the Committee adopted the following
agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda (CRC/C/109):

1 Adoption of the agenda.

2. Organizational matters.

3. Submission of reports by States parties.
4. Consideration of reports of States parties.

5. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and other
competent bodies.

6. Day of general discussion.

7. M ethods of work.
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8. General comments.
9. Future meetings.
10.  Other matters.
E. Pre-sessional working group

10. In accordance with a decision of the Committee at its first session, a pre-sessional
working group met in Genevafrom 11 to 15 June 2001. All the members except Mr. Al-Sheedi
and Ms. El-Guindi participated in the working group. Representatives of OHCHR, ILO,
UNICEF, UNESCO, UNHCR and WHO also participated. A representative of the NGO Group
for the Convention of the Rights of the Child, as well as representatives from various national
and international non-governmental organizations, also attended.

11. The purpose of the pre-sessional working group is to facilitate the Committee’ s work
under articles 44 and 45 of the Convention, primarily by reviewing State party reports and
identifying in advance the main questions that would need to be discussed with the
representatives of the reporting States. It also provides an opportunity to consider questions
relating to technical assistance and international cooperation.

12. Members of the Committee elected Ms. Judith Karp, Ms. Awa Ouedraogo and

Mr. Jaap Doek to chair the pre-sessional working group. The latter held eight meetings, at which
it examined lists of issues put before it by members of the Committee relating to the initial
reports of seven countries (Cameroon, Kenya, Mauritania, Gambia, Uzbekistan, Qatar and

Cape Verde) and the second periodic reports of two countries (Paraguay and Portugal). Thelists
of issues were transmitted to the Permanent Missions of the States concerned with a note
requesting written answers to the issuesraised in the list, if possible, before 1 August 2001.

F. Organization of work

13. The Committee considered the organization of work at its 722nd meeting,

on 24 September 2001. The Committee had before it the draft programme of work for the
twenty-ei ghth session, prepared by the Secretary-General in consultation with the Chairperson of
the Committee, and the report of the Committee on its twenty-seventh session (CRC/C/108).

G. Futureregular meetings
14. The Committee noted that its twenty-ninth session would take place from 14 January

to 1 February 2002 and that its pre-sessional working group for the thirtieth session would meet
from 4 to 8 February 2002.
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II. REPORTSBY STATESPARTIESUNDER ARTICLE 44
OF THE CONVENTION

A. Submission of reports
15. The Committee had before it the following documents:

@ Notes by the Secretary-General on initia reports by States parties due
in 1992 (CRCI/C/3), 1993 (CRC/C/8/Rev.3), 1994 (CRC/C/11/Rev.3), 1995 (CRC/C/28),
1996 (CRC/C/41), 1997 (CRC/C/51), 1998 (CRC/C/61) and 1999 (CRC/C/78); and on periodic
reports of States parties duein 1997 (CRC/C/65), 1998 (CRC/C/70), 1999 (CRC/C/83),
2000 (CRC/C/93) and 2001 (CRC/C/104);

(b) Note by the Secretary-General on the States parties to the Convention and the
status of submission of reports (CRC/C/110);

(© Note by the Secretary-Genera on the follow-up to the consideration of initial
reports by States parties to the Convention (CRC/C/27/Rev.11);

(d) Note by the Secretary-General on areas in which the need for technica advice and
advisory services has been identified in the light of the observations adopted by the Committee
(CRC/C/40/Rev.19).

16. The Committee was informed that, in addition to the 10 reports that were scheduled for
consideration by the Committee at its current session and those which had been received prior to
the Committee’ s twenty-eighth session (see CRC/C/108, para. 22), the Secretary-General had
received theinitial report of Estonia (CRC/C/8/Add.45) and the second periodic reports of
Bangladesh (CRC/C/65/Add.21), Georgia (CRC/C/104/Add.1), Germany (CRC/C/83/Add.7) and
Slovenia (CRC/C/70/Add.19).

17.  Alistof initial and second periodic reports considered by the Committee as

of 12 October 2001, aswell asaprovisional list of initial and second periodic reports scheduled
for consideration at the Committee’ s twenty-ninth and thirtieth sessions, are contained in
annexes VI and VI, respectively.

18. Asat 12 October 2001, the Committee had received 163 initial and 51 periodic reports.
A total of 164 reports (145 initial and 19 second periodic) have been considered by the
Committee (see annex V1).

19. In anote verbale dated 4 July 2001, the Government of Irag submitted information
regarding alleged incidents that took place in northern Irag on 19 June 2001.

20. In anote verbale dated 1 August 2001, the Government of Latvia submitted its
observations to the Committee concerning the concluding observations (CRC/C/15/Add.142)
adopted at its twenty-seventh session.
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21.  On 16 August 2001, the Committee sent aletter to the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of all
States parties to the Convention that have not yet notified their acceptance of the amendment to
article 43.2 of the Convention encouraging them to do so. Since then, Céte d’ Ivoire, Rwanda,
Djibouti, Cyprus, Cameroon and Y ugoslavia have notified their acceptance of the amendment,
bringing the total to 105 acceptances (128 are needed for the amendment to enter into force).

22.  On 17 August 2001, the Committee sent aletter to Mr. Y asser Arafat, President of the
Palestinian Authority, and Mr. Ariel Sharon, Prime Minister of Israel, calling upon all partiesin
conflict in the region to take all feasible measures to end the violence and protect children from
involvement in hostilities.

23.  On 9 October 2001, the Committee received aletter from the Ambassador of Israel to the
United Nations Office at Geneva transmitting two video documentaries on the situation of
children with regard to the conflict in the region.

24.  Atitstwenty-eighth session, the Committee examined initial and periodic reports
submitted by 10 States parties under article 44 of the Convention. It devoted 20 of
its 28 meetings to the consideration of reports (see CRC/C/SR.723-728; 731-734 and 737-746).

25.  Thefollowing reports, listed in the order in which they were received by the
Secretary-General, were before the Committee at its twenty-eighth session: Portugal
(CRC/C/65/Add.11), Paraguay (CRC/C/65/Add.12), Oman (CRC/C/78/Add.1); Qatar
(CRC/C/51/Add.5), Gambia (CRC/C/3/Add.61), Cape Verde (CRC/C/11/Add.23), Uzbekistan
(CRC/C/41/Add.8), Kenya (CRC/C/3/Add.62), Mauritania (CRC/C/8/Add.42), Cameroon
(CRC/C/28/Add.16).

26. In accordance with rule 68 of the provisional rules of procedure of the Committee,
representatives of all the reporting States were invited to attend the meetings of the Committee at
which their reports were examined.

27.  Thefollowing sections, arranged on a country-by-country basis according to the
sequence followed by the Committee in its consideration of the reports, contain concluding
observations reflecting the main points of discussion and indicating, where necessary, issues that
require specific follow-up. More detailed information is contained in the report submitted by the
States parties and in the summary records of the relevant meetings of the Committee.

B. Consideration of reports
Mauritania
28.  The Committee considered theinitial report of Mauritania (CRC/C/8/Add.42),
submitted on 18 January 2000, at its 723rd and 724th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.723-724),

held on 25 September 2001, and adopted, at its 749th meeting (CRC/C/SR.749) held
on 12 October 2001, the following concluding observations.
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A. Introduction

29.  The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’ sinitia report, which
generally follows the guidelines for reporting, and the timely submission of the written replies to
itslist of issues (CRC/C/Q/MAU.1). However, it regrets the almost seven-year delay in
submitting this report. It further notes with appreciation the high-ranking delegation sent by the
State party and welcomes the frank dialogue and the positive reactions to the suggestions and
recommendations made during the discussion.

B. Positive aspects

30.  The Committee welcomes the recent adoption of the Personal Status Code, which
contains provisions to protect children, including the prohibition of early marriage; of the act
making basic education compulsory for all children between the ages of 6 and 14; and of an
amended Labour Code in compliance with the Convention which prohibits child labour before
the age of 16.

31.  The Committee notes with satisfaction the establishment in 1992 of the Secretariat of
State for the Status of Women and of the National Council for Children to promote children
rights and prepare policies and programmes on children, as well as the establishment of juvenile
courtsin al the main towns of the wilayas (regions). It further commends the establishment of
the “Mauritanian Mayors in Defence of Children Initiative” to deal with children’ sissues at local
level, of the Parliamentary Children’s Group and of the Municipal Children’s Council.

32.  The Committee takes note with satisfaction of the series of conferences designed to
familiarize administrators, teachers, legal staff and civil society with the Convention. It further
welcomes the signature on 22 August 2001 of the joint UNDP-OHCHR technical cooperation
project in the framework of the HURIST programme.

33.  The Committee appreciates the establishment of a national commission to coordinate the
preparation of the initial report composed of representatives of the ministerial departments
concerned with the Convention and of representatives of the civil society.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding progressin the
implementation of the Convention

34.  The Committee notes with concern that economic and social difficulties facing the

State party have a negative impact on the situation of children and are impeding the full
implementation of the Convention, especialy in rural and remote areas. In particular, it notes the
negative impact of desertification and drought that, by causing an accel erated urbanization and
uncontrolled exodus from rural areas, increases the level of poverty and the dismantling of
family structures.

35. The Committee further notes that the limited availability of skilled human resources,
particularly in rural and remote areas, also adversely affects the full implementation of the
Convention.
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D. Principal areasof concern and recommendation
1. General measures of implementation
L egidation

36.  The Committee, while taking note that the adoption of some national codes is currently
being considered, in particular anew criminal code and a code of crimina procedure for
juveniles, remains neverthel ess concerned that domestic and customary laws still do not fully
comply with the provisions and principles of the Convention.

37.  The Committee encouragesthe State party:

@ Totake all necessary measuresto ensurethat its domestic legislation,
including customary laws, confor msfully to the principles and provisions of the
Convention;

(b) Toratify the International Covenantson Civil and Political Rightsand on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rightsand the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment;

(©) Toratify the African Charter on the Rightsand Welfare of the Child; and
(d) To seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF and OHCHR.
Coordination

38. The Committee, while noting the establishment of a National Council for Children which
should provide coordination between government departments and ministries, expresses its
concern at the lack of an effective inter-institutional mechanism for coordinating the
implementation of the Convention both at the national and local levels. Further, the Committee
notes with concern that most of the goals in the National Plan of Action for the period 1992-2001
were not reached.

39. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Take all necessary measuresto allocate principal responsibility for the
coordination of the implementation of the Convention at both national and local levelsto a
single body or mechanism;

(b)  Allocatefor this purpose adequate human and financial resourcesfor its
effective performance; and

(©) For the preparation of the new National Plan of Action 2002-2012, take into
account the obstacles met when implementing the National Plan of Action 1992-2001 and
theresults of the mid-term evaluation and of the review made for the end-of-decadereport.
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Budgetary allocations

40.  The Committee notes with concern that budgetary allocations for children are insufficient
to respond to national and local priorities for the protection and promotion of children’ srights
and to overcome and remedy existing disparities between rural and urban areas with respect to
services provided to children.

41. In light of article 4 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party:

(@) Strengthen its effortsto reduce poverty and itsimpact on children;

(b) Identify clearly itsprioritieswith respect to child rightsissuesin order to
ensurethat funds are allocated to the “maximum extent of availableresources’ for the
implementation of therightsrecognized in the Convention, including the economic, social
and cultural rightsof children, in particular at local level and for children belonging to the
most vulnerable groupsin society; and

(© Takethe necessary measuresto identify the amount and proportion of the
budget spent on children at the national and local levels, including the resour ces from
international aid programmes, in order to adequately evaluate itsimpact on children.

Monitoring

42.  The Committee expresses its concern at the absence of an independent mechanism, such
as an ombudsman or acommission for children, to monitor children’ s rights and to receive and
address individual complaints from children on violations of their rights under the Convention.
It further takes note that there are ongoing discussions on the establishment of such a body.

43. TheCommittee encour agesthe State party to pursueitseffortswith a view to
developing and establishing an independent and effective mechanism, provided with
adequate human and financial resources and easily accessibleto children and in

accor dance with the Principlesrelating to the status of national institutionsfor the
promotion and protection of human rights (General Assembly resolution 48/134), that:

@ Monitor stheimplementation of the Convention;

(b) Dealswith complaints from children in a child-sensitive and expeditious
manner; and

(© Providesremediesfor violations of their rightsunder the Convention.

In thisregard, the Committee further recommendsthat the State party consider seeking
technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF and OHCHR.
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Data collection

44.  The Committeeis concerned at the lack of disaggregated data and indicators for all areas
covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children in order to monitor and
evaluate progress achieved and assess the impact of policies adopted with respect to children.

45.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Develop a system of data collection and indicator s consistent with the
Convention, disaggregated by gender, age, minority and ethnic groups, and urban and
rural areas. Thissystem should cover all children up to the age of 18 years, with specific
emphasis on those who are particularly vulnerable, including child victims of abuse,
neglect, or ill-treatment; children with disabilities; children belonging to ethnic groups;
refugee and asylum-seeking children; children in conflict with the law; working children;
children livingin the streetsand in rural areas; and

(b) Use theseindicatorsand data for the formulation and evaluation of policies
and programmesfor the effective implementation of the Convention.

Dissemination and training

46.  While noting that some efforts have been undertaken by the State party in order to
disseminate the Convention in Mauritania, the Committee expresses its concern that they
targeted only very specific groups and not the general population. Further, it notes with concern
that the Convention is not available in the national 1anguages spoken in the State party.

47.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Trandate informative material into the national languages, such as Pulaar,
Suninkéand Wolof, and disseminateit effectively;

(b) Develop mor e creative methods to promote the Convention, including
through audiovisual aids such as picture books and posters, in particular at local level;

(© Provide further adequate and systematic training and/or sensitization of
professional groupsworking with and for children, such asjudges, lawyers, law
enfor cement personnel, teachers, school administratorsand health personnel;

(d) Fully integrate the Convention into the curricula at all levels of the
educational system; and

(e Seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF, UNESCO and
OHCHR.
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2. Definition of the child

48.  The Committee notes that the newly adopted Personal Status Code sets the minimum age
for marriage at 18, but it expresses its concern about the disparity between the legal minimum
age for admission to employment (16 years) and the age for the end of compulsory education
(14 years).

49, Inlight of articles 1 and 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party ensure that the minimum age for marriageisfully enforced in practice, and
that the population isaware of itsexistence, in order to bring an end to the practice of early
marriage of girls. It further recommendsthat the State party redefine the minimum age
for the end of compulsory education so that it correspondsto the age for admission to
employment.

3. General principles
General principles

50.  The Committeeis concerned that the principles of non-discrimination (art. 2 of the
Convention), best interests of the child (art. 3), right to life and maximum possible survival and
development of the child (art. 6) and respect for the views of the child (art. 12) are not fully
reflected in the State party’ s legidation and administrative and judicial decisions, aswell asin
policies and practices relevant to children at both national and local levels.

51. The Committeerecommendsthat the general principlesof the Convention, in
particular the provisonsof articles 2, 3, 6 and 12:

(@) Be appropriately integrated in all relevant legislation concerning children;

(b) Beapplied in all political, judicial and administrative decisions, aswell asin
proj ects, programmes and services which have an impact on all children; and

(© Guide planning and policy-making at every level, aswell as actions taken by
social and health welfare institutions, courts of law and administrative authorities.

Non-discrimination

52.  The Committee is concerned by the persistence of discrimination in the State Party. In
particular, the Committee is concerned by the occurrence of discrimination against children
belonging to minorities, children with disabilities and, at the cultural level, girls. Moreover, the
Committee is concerned at the discrepancies in the enjoyment of rightsin relation to certain
vulnerable groups: children living in rural areas, refugee children, children from poor families,
children working on the streets and children born out of wedlock.
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53. In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party:

@ Make concerted efforts at all levelsto address discrimination, notably
discrimination based on gender, national, ethnic or social origin and disability, through a
review and reorientation of policies, including increased budgetary allocations for
programmes tar geting the most vulner able groups;

(b) Ensure effective law enfor cement, undertake studies and launch
comprehensive public information campaignsto prevent and combat all for ms of
discrimination; and

(© Include specific information in the next periodic report on the measures
and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by
the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the
2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
Intolerance, and taking account of the Committee’ s general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1)
of the Convention (aims of education).

4. Civil rightsand freedoms
Birth registration

54.  While noting Act No. 96/020 of 19 June 1996 on the obligation to register every child's
birth and the establishment of a Secretariat of State for Civil Registration, the Committeeis
nevertheless concerned at the difficulties that are still experienced in registering, organizing and
keeping civil registry records, in particular in rural aress.

55. In light of article 7 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party:

@ Continue to develop mor e widespread awar eness among the population,
including through public infor mation campaigns, of the importance of immediate birth
registration; and

(b) Improvetheregistration proceduresand system in order to reach all
families, in particular in rural and remote ar eas, and facilitate theregistration of the births
of their children.

Corporal punishment

56.  The Committeeis concerned that corpora punishment of children iswidely practised in
the family. It further notesthat it is not expressly banned in schools and institutions.
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57. Inlight of articles 3, 19, and 28 (2) of the Convention, the Committee encouragesthe
State party to:

@ Develop measuresto raise awar eness on the har mful effects of corporal
punishment and engage in the promotion of alter native forms of disciplinein familiesto be
administered in amanner consistent with the child’sdignity and in conformity with the
Convention; and

(b) Explicitly prohibit corporal punishment in the family, in schools and in other
institutions.

5. Family environment and alternative care
Assistance to vulnerable families

58.  The Committee notes with concern the high number of female-headed families, in
particular in the capital, which are particularly vulnerable to poverty.

59. In light of article 18 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party ensure assistance to female-headed familiesin the performance of their child-rearing
responsibilities, in particular with regard to accessto health and education, and strengthen
its programme of microcr edits.

Child abuse and neglect

60.  The Committee notes with concern that there is no procedure available for children who
are abused and/or neglected within the family.

61. In light of article 19 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party:

@ Establish effective procedures and mechanismsto receive, monitor and
investigate complaints about child abuse and neglect, including intervention where
necessary;

(b) Prosecute cases of ill-treatment, ensuring that the abused child is not
victimized in legal proceedings,

(© Train teachers, law enforcement officials, careworkers, judges and health
professionalsin the identification, reporting and management of ill-tr eatment cases; and

(d) Provide proper alternative placement when thisisin the best interest of the
child.
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Recovery of children’s maintenance allowance

62.  The Committee expresses its concern at the lack of implementation of the legislation on
maintenance, due mainly to widespread ignorance of the law or to psychological reasons,
i.e. pride or shame.

63. In light of article 27 (4) of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party:

@ Make widely known, notably to women who areilliterate, the provisions of
domestic legislation concer ning maintenance allowance; and

(b) Ensurethat professional groupsdealing with thisissue are adequately
trained and that courtsarestricter about therecovery of allowances from solvent parents
who refuseto pay.

6. Basic health and welfare
Health and health services

64.  The Committeeis concerned at the poor situation of maternal, child and the reproductive
health and the limited access to health care. In particular, it notes the lack of qualified medical
and paramedical staff and the shortage of medicines and equipment in rural areas. It further
notes that infant, child and maternal mortality rates, as well as abortion and malnutrition rates,
are particularly high in rural areas and in poor urban areas. The Committee also takes note of the
low immunization rates and of the resurgence of tuberculosis.

65. In light of article 24 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party:

(@) Allocate appropriate resour ces and develop comprehensive policies and
programmesto improve the health situation of all children without discrimination, in
particular by focusing more on primary care and further decentralizing the health care
system;

(b) Reduce child mortality and morbidity by providing adequate antenatal and
postnatal health care services,

(© Develop campaignsto inform parents of basic knowledge about child health
and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding, hygiene and environmental sanitation; and

(d) L ook to international cooperation for the full and efficient implementation of
theimmunization programme.
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Children with disabilities

66.  While noting that the State party has developed a strategy for the integration and
development of children with disabilities involving community-based rehabilitation, the
Committee remains neverthel ess concerned about the huge number of children with disabilities
who are institutionalized, the general lack of resources and specialized staff for these children
and the absence of support for their families.

67. In light of article 23 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party:

@ Undertake measuresto ensurethat the situation of children with disabilities
isadequately monitored in order to assess effectively their situation and needs,

(b)  Allocate the necessary resourcesfor programmes and facilitiesfor all
children with disabilities, especially the onesliving in rural areas, and further develop
community-based programmesin order for the children to be able to stay at home with
their families;

(© Provide professional and financial support to families;

(d) In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor
Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s
recommendations adopted at itsday of general discussion on “ Therightsof children with
disabilities’ (see CRC/C/69), further encouragetheir inclusion into society and their
integration into theregular educational system, including by providing special training to
teachers and by making schools mor e accessible; and

(e Seek technical assistance from, among others, WHO and UNICEF.
Adolescent health

68.  The Committee expresses its concern regarding the high rates of early pregnancy, therise
in the number of children and youths using tobacco and drugs, and the growing number of cases
of HIV/AIDS among youths. Further, it notes the limited availability of programmes and
servicesin the area of adolescent health, including mental health, in particular treatment and
rehabilitation programmes for drug addiction. It also notes the lack of sufficient prevention and
information programmes, especially on reproductive health, in schools.

69. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:
(@) Undertake a comprehensive and multidisciplinary study to assess the scope

of adolescent health problems, including the negative impact of HIV/AIDS, in order to be
able to develop adequate policies and programmes,
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(b) Increaseits effortsto promote adolescent health, including mental health,
policies, particularly with respect to reproductive health and substance abuse, and
strengthen the programme of health education in schools;

(© Undertake further measures, including the allocation of adequate human
and financial resour ces, to evaluate the effectiveness of training programmesin health
education, in particular asregardsreproductive health; and

(d) Develop youth-sensitive counselling, care and rehabilitation facilitiesthat are
accessible, without parental consent, when thisisin the best interests of the child.

Traditional har mful practices

70.  While noting the measures taken by the State party to combat the traditional practices of
female genital mutilation and forced feeding, the Committee is nevertheless concerned at the
continuing use of these practices, especially in rural areas.

71. Inlight of article 24 (3), of the Convention, the Committee urgesthe State party:

@ To prohibit, and take action to end, the practices of female genital mutilation
and forced feeding;

(b)  Toraise awarenessof their har mful effects;
(© To seek assistance from UNICEF and WHO in thisregard; and

(d)  Totakeadvantage of the effortsin thisregard made by other Statesin the
region.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities
Education and leisure

72.  While noting the increase in the number of schools and classrooms, the Committeeis
nevertheless concerned that only approximately 60 per cent of children attend school and that
there are great gender and regional disparities. It further notes with concern the high drop-out
and repeating rates; the inadequacy of the school curriculum; the high teacher-pupil ratio,
especially in the capital, Nouakchott; the low enrolment rate in secondary schools; the
inadequate school infrastructure; and the low number of children receiving pre-school education.
Furthermore, the Committee expresses its concern at the lack of play space and recreational
facilities for children, especialy inrura aress.

73. In light of articles 28 and 29 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party:

(@) Enforce the act that makes basic education compulsory for all children
between the ages of 6 and 14;
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(b) Undertake appropriate measuresto ensureregular attendance at schools and
thereduction of drop-out rates, in particular among girls,

(© Continueits effortsto expand pre-school education;
(d) Takefurther stepsto ensurethe enrolment of children in secondary school;
(e Improvethe quality of education;

)] Orient education towards the aims mentioned in article 29 (1) of the
Convention and the Committee’ s general comment on the aims of education, in particular
by introducing human rights, including children’srights, education in the curriculum at all
levels of education, including teacher training; and

(9) In light of article 31 of the Convention, seek to ensuretheright of the child to
rest and leisure and to engagein play and recreational activities, inter alia by educating
parents on theimportance of these activitiesfor the development of the child and by
developing appropriate facilities, in particular in rural areas.

8. Special protection measures
Refugee children

74.  The Committee notes with concern that the State party does not give identification
documents to refugees and their children and that the rights of refugee children are not
specifically protected by law, notwithstanding the fact that the State party has signed

the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and has acceded to the 1967 Protocol. It
further notes that there are no laws and practices guaranteeing the reunification of families.

75. In light of article 22 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party:
(@) Integrate the provisions of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of

Refugees and its 1967 Protocol intoits legisation;

(b) Grant proper official identification documentsto refugeesin order to enable
them to travel and to access other basic rights; and

(© Enact legislation, policies and programmes guar anteeing the reunification of
familieswherethisis possible.

Economic exploitation
76.  The Committee is concerned about the high number of children engaged in labour, in

particular children working in agriculture, in the informal sector and in the street, including the
talibés who are exploited by their teachers. While recognizing the efforts undertaken by the
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State party to stop cases of trafficking of children towards Arab countries, it remains concerned
that girlsinvolved in domestic service are often not paid or underpaid and that involuntary
servitude is reported to exist in some isolated areas.

77. In light of article 32 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party:

@ Continue to undertake measuresto prevent and combat all for ms of
economic exploitation of children;

(b)  Completetheratification process and implement ILO Convention No. 138
concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment and 1L O Convention No. 182
concer ning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms
of Child Labour; and

(©) Seek assistance from ILO/IPEC in thisregard.
Juvenilejustice

78.  The Committee, while noting that the Government is in the process of drawing up a new
criminal code and a code of criminal procedure specific to juveniles, expresses its concern that
adult offenders and juvenile delinquents are treated the same and that the budget allocated to
juvenilejusticeissmall. It further notes that judges are not informed about alternatives to
detention and that there is little resort to diversion programmes or similar out-of-court
procedures for dealing with juvenile delinquents. While noting the positive development of the
establishment of the Beyla Centre for the recovery and reintegration of children in conflict with
the law in Nouakchott, it remains concerned at the high rates of recidivism, and further notes that
children detained in the interior of the country are often kept with adults and subjected to
ill-treatment.

79.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State Party:

(@ Undertake all necessary measur esto ensurethe prompt adoption of a new
criminal code and a code of criminal procedure specific to juveniles, i.e. all persons
under 18, and allocate adequate human and financial resourcesfor their implementation;

(b)  Takeadditional stepsto reform the system of juvenilejusticein the spirit of
the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and other United Nations standardsin
thefield of juvenilejustice, including the United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the
Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beljing Rules), the United Nations Guidelines for
the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines) and the United Nations
Rulesfor the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty;

(©) Consider deprivation of liberty only asa measure of last resort and for the
shortest possible period of time; protect therightsof children deprived of their liberty,
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including those pertaining to conditions of detention; and ensurethat children are
separated from adultsand remain in regular contact with their familieswhilein the
juvenilejustice system;

(d) Use alternative measuresto pre-trial detention and other forms of
deprivation of liberty whenever possible;

(e Introduce training programmes on relevant inter national standardsfor all
professionalsinvolved with the system of juvenilejustice;

) Make every effort to establish a programme of rehabilitation and
reintegration of juvenilesfollowing justice proceedings; and

(9) Request technical assistancein the area of juvenile justice and police training
from, among others, OHCHR, the United Nations Centrefor International Crime
Prevention, the I nter national Networ k on Juvenile Justice and UNICEF, through the
United Nations Coordination Panel on Technical Advice and Assistance on Juvenile
Justice.

9. Optional Protocols

80. The Committee encouragesthe State party to ratify the Optional Protocolstothe
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nogr aphy, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

10. Dissemination of documents

81. Finally, the Committee recommendsthat, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the
Convention, theinitial report and written replies presented by the State party be made
widely availableto the public at large and that the publication of thereport be considered
and the concluding obser vations adopted thereon by the Committee, along with the
relevant summary records. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to
gener ate debate and awar eness of the Convention and itsimplementation and monitoring
within the Government and the general public, including NGOs and children.

Kenya

82.  The Committee considered theinitia report of Kenya (CRC/C/3/Add.62), received
on 13 January 2000, at its 725th and 726th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.725 and 726), held
on 26 September 2001, and adopted at the 749th meeting (CRC/C/SR.749), held

on 12 October 2001, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction
83.  The Committee welcomes the submission of theinitial report of the State party which

followed the established guidelines. The Committee wel comes the written repliesto itslist of
issues (CRC/C/Q/KEN/1), which allowed for a clearer understanding of the situation of children
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in the State party. The Committee is encouraged by the constructive dialogue it had with the
State party and the positive reactions to the suggestions and recommendati ons made during the
discussion. The Committee acknowledges that the presence of a high-ranking delegation directly
involved in the implementation of the Convention allowed for afuller assessment of the rights of
children in the State party.

B. Positive aspects

84.  The Committee notes with appreciation that the State party has put in place a Poverty
Eradication Plan and has devel oped a Poverty Reduction Strategy for the period 2000-2003 to
address increasing poverty, focusing primarily on basic socia services.

85.  The Committee notes the efforts of the State party to facilitate the participation of NGOs
in the promotion and implementation of programmes for children, including the National
Programme of Action for Children established in 1992. In this regard, the Committee welcomes
the collaborative process undertaken in the preparation of the State party report, involving
approximately 1,500 stakeholders, including NGOs and children themselves.

86.  The Committee welcomes the establishment in 2000 of the Family Division of the
High Court to provide greater protection for children in custody, adoption and divorce matters.

87.  The Committee welcomes the setting up of a crisis desk and a hotline service to receive
reports from child victims of abuse, including sexual abuse. In thisregard, the Committee also
welcomes the establishment, in cooperation with civil society, of a peace house for abused
children.

88.  The Committee welcomes the National AIDS Control Council and the National Agency
for the Campaign against Drug Abuse.

89.  The Committee notes that budgetary allocations for social services have improved over
the past three years despite the challenges faced by the country.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Convention

90.  The Committee acknowledges that the economic and social difficulties - inter aliathe
ethnic clashesin 1997 - facing the State party have had a negative impact on the situation of
children and have impeded the full implementation of the Convention. In particular it notes the
impact of high external debt payments, pressures exerted by structural adjustment, increasing
levels of unemployment, the deteriorating economic conditions and rampant corruption,
especially on children belonging to the most vulnerable groups. The existence of more

than 40 different ethnic groups seems also to be a mgjor difficulty in the implementation of the
Convention and in enacting adequate domestic legislation, particularly because they have their
own customary laws.




CRC/C/111
page 23

D. Subjects of concern and committee recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
L egidation

91.  The Committee notes that the State party has undertaken a review of the Constitution and
of the legidation. In 1994, the Kenya Law Review Commission recommended improvements to
give effect to the provisions of the Convention. The Committee further notes that the State party
subsequently drafted the Children Bill, the Domestic Violence (family protection) Bill, the
Industrial Properties Bill, the Refugee Bill, the Criminal Law Amendment Bill and the Bill on
People with Disabilities. The Committee is concerned, however, that these bills are still
undergoing review and must be discussed by Parliament before being enacted. The Committee
expresses concern about the insufficient information on the status of the different systems of
family law and their compatibility with the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

92. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party reinforceits effortsto ensure that
domestic law, including constitutional provisions, fully conformswith the provisions and
principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and eliminate any incompatibility
in the different systems of family law. The Committee encouragesthe State party to
expedite the enactment of the pending legidation that has a direct impact on therights of
children and to ensure that any new legidation includesthe principles of the Convention, as
well asrights based approach. It also encouragesthe State party to implement that
legislation in the most effective way and to make available the necessary human and
financial resources. In thisregard, the Committee recommendsthat the State party seek
technical assistance from, inter alia, OHCHR and UNICEF.

Coordination

93.  The Committee notes with concern that the State party has not established a mechanism
to coordinate the implementation of the Convention. While the Committee notes that the
Children’s Department is the agency responsible for the rehabilitation, protection and care of
children, it is concerned about the inadequate resources (financial and human) allocated for the
effective functioning of that Department.

94. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party set up an effective mechanism of
coor dination for the implementation of the Convention and take all measuresto strengthen
theresources (financial and human) allocated to the Children’s Department to facilitate
effective coordination and implementation of the Convention at the national and local
levels.

Data collection

95.  The Committee notes the State party’ s Population and Housing Census conducted
in 1999. It isconcerned, however, that insufficient efforts have been made to ensure the
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systematic collection of disaggregated data on all aspects of the Convention and the use of such
data in monitoring and evaluating legislation, policies and programmes adopted with respect to
children.

96. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party strengthen its effortsto collect
systematically data disaggr egated by gender, age, minority groups and rural and urban
areas, incor porating all the areas cover ed by the Convention and covering all children
below the age of 18 years, with specific emphasis on those who are vulnerable, in particular
children with disabilities and refugee children. The State party should also develop
indicatorsto effectively monitor and evaluate progress achieved in the implementation of
the Convention and assess the impact of policiesthat affect children. In thiscontext, the
Committee recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from, inter alia, the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and UNICEF.

M onitoring mechanisms

97.  The Committee notes that the State party established a Standing Committee on Human
Rights (SCHR) in 1996 to investigate alleged human rights violations, to advise the Government
on al human rights matters and to increase public awareness about the issue. The Committeeis
concerned that insufficient resources (financial and human) have been allocated for the effective
functioning of the SCHR. The Committee notes with concern that the SCHR has no specific
responsibilities with regard to children and that the SCHR is not easily accessible to children.

98. The Committee encouragesthe State party to allocate adequate financial and
human resour cesto the Standing Committee on Human Rights (SCHR) to ensureits
effective functioning. The Committee further suggeststhat the State party should
consider reviewing the status of the Committee and establishing an independent national
human rightsinstitution in accordance with the Paris Principles (General Assembly
resolution 48/134) which would be competent to monitor and evaluate progressin the
implementation of the Convention at the national level and, if appropriate, at thelocal level
and to receive and investigate complaints of violations of child rightsin a child-friendly
manner, and to address them effectively. Meanwhile, the State party should take effective
measuresto ensurethat the SCHR is easily accessible and child-sensitivein dealing with
complaints of violations of therightsof children and in providing remediesfor such
violationsin all regions of the country. The Committee further suggeststhat the State
party initiate an awareness raising campaign about the SCHR and to facilitate its effective
use by children. The Committee encouragesthe establishment of afocal point on children
within the SCHR to monitor child rights. Finally, the Committee suggeststhat the

State party consult further with OHCHR and seek technical assistance from UNICEF,
among others.

Resourcesfor children

99.  The Committee is aware of the economic and socia challenges facing the State party,
including high and increasing poverty levels, aswell as high debt payments. It remains
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concerned, however, that in the light of article 4 of the Convention, not enough attention has
been paid to allocating budgetary resources, at both the national and local levels, in the best
interests of children “to the maximum extent of ... available resources’.

100. Inthelight of articles2, 3 and 6 of the Convention, the Committee encour ages the
State party to pay particular attention to the full implementation of article 4 of the
Convention by prioritizing budgetary allocations to ensureimplementation of the
economic, social and cultural rightsof children, especially children from economically and
geographically disadvantaged groups, to the maximum extent of available resour ces at
both the national and local levels, wher e necessary within the framework of international
cooper ation.

Dissemination of the Convention

101. The Committee notes with appreciation the initiatives of the State party to promote
awareness of the principles and provisions of the Convention, including through traditional
means of communication. The Committee also notes with satisfaction that the Convention has
been trandated into Kiswahili and over 20,000 copies distributed. However, the Committeeis
concerned that professional groups, children, parents and the general public are still not
sufficiently aware of the Convention and the rights-based approach enshrined therein.

102. TheCommittee recommendsthat the State party strengthen itseffortsto ensure
that the principles and provisions of the Convention are widely known and under stood by
adultsand children alike. In thisregard, the Committee recommendstherenforcement of
adeguate and systematic training and/or sensitization of professional groupsworking with
and for children, such asjudges, lawyers, law enforcement per sonnel, teachers, school
administrators, health personnel, including psychologists, social workers, per sonnel of
childcareinstitutions, and traditional or community leaders. The Committee also
recommendsthat the State party incor porate human rights, especially the Convention on
the Rights of the Child in the school curricula at all levels. The Committee suggests that
the State party seek technical assistance from, inter alia, OHCHR, UNESCO and UNICEF.

2. Definition of the child

103. The Committee is concerned about the various legal minimum ages which are
inconsistent, discriminatory and/or too low. In particular, the minimum age of eight years for
criminal responsibility istoo low.

104. The Committee recommendsthe State party take the necessary legidative
measur es.

@ Toincreasethelegal agefor criminal responsibility and for sexual consent;

(b) To correct thedisparity between thelegal minimum agesfor marriage of
boys and girls, preferably by increasing the legal minimum age for marriage of girlsunder
the Marriage Act (Laws of Kenya, chap. 150) and the Hindu Marriage and Divor ce Act
(Laws of Kenya, chap. 157);
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(© To establish clear minimum agesfor marriage under Islamic and customary
laws, employment, especially with respect to apprenticeship programmes, and compulsory
education.

3. General principles
Non-discrimination

105. The Committee notes that the State party established atask force in 1993 to undertake a
review of the law to ensure non-discrimination against women and initiate statutory reforms with
regard to gender discrimination. The Committee is concerned, however, that the principle of
non-discrimination is not adequately implemented with respect to certain vulnerable groups of
children, especidly girls, children born out of wedlock, children with disabilities, children of
economically disadvantaged families, children in conflict with the law, children living in
institutions, street children, child victims of abuse, refugee and asylum-seeking children, children
belonging to ethnic minorities, and those living in rural areas. Finaly, the Committeeis
concerned that the constitutional guarantee of equal treatment does not cover various tribal,
traditional customs and practices associated with, for example, fostering, marriage and divorce
that constitute a maor chalenge for the full realization of children rightsin the State party.

106. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take effective measuresto
implement laws, policies and programmesto guarantee the principle of non-discrimination
and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, particularly asit relatesto vulnerable
groups of children and traditional tribal customs, practices and rituals.

107. The Committee requeststhat specific information beincluded in the next periodic
report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related I ntolerance, and taking account of general comment No. 1 on
article 29.1 of the Convention (the aims of education).

Right to life, survival and development

108. The Committee notes that the State party has established various programmes under the
National Programme of Action for Children to ensure the survival and development of children.
However, it is concerned that the Programme has not been sufficiently implemented and that the
impact of HIV/AIDS, mounting economic challenges and other socio-economic difficulties
continue to threaten the right to life, survival and development of children in the State party,
especially those living in rural areas and increasingly those living in crowded urban centres.

109. The Committee encour agesthe State party to reinforceits effortsto provide greater
protection and support to children whoseright to life, survival and development is unduly
threatened by the difficult socio-economic realities of the State party. In thisconnection,
the Committee recommendsthat the State party take all effective measuresto strengthen
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itstechnical cooperation with, inter alia, UNICEF, the Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), UNDP and WHO.
Respect for the views of the child

110. The Committee notes with concern that, inter alia, traditional practices and attitudes till
limit the full implementation of article 12 of the Convention.

111. TheCommittee recommendsthat the State party develop a systematic approach to
increasing public awar eness of the participatory rights of children, particularly at thelocal
level and in traditional communities, and encour age respect for the views of the child in the
family, in schools and care institutions, and in the judicial system. The Committee further
recommendsthat the State party introduce child-sensitive hearings for placement decisions
and in courts and take into account the views of the child, according to their maturity and
age.

4. Civil rightsand freedoms

Birth registration

112. The Committee notes that the law provides for the registration of children at birth and
that the State party has initiated campaigns to raise awareness about the importance of birth
registration. However, it is concerned that many children are not registered, particularly those
born at home and those living in rural communities.

113. Inthelight of articles 7 and 8 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that
the State party strengthen its efforts to raise awar eness among gover nment officers,
midwives, community and religious leaders, and parents themselves, to ensurethat all
children areduly registered at birth. The Committee also recommendsthat the State party
make the birth registration procedure less costly and mor e accessible.

Corporal punishment

114.  While the Committee notes that corporal punishment has been formally banned in
schools (April 2001) as a matter of policy, it is deeply concerned that this form of punishment
continues to be practised in schools, as well as in the juvenile justice system, in the family and in
care ingtitutions, with resulting cases of permanent injury and even death.

115. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take legislative measuresto
prohibit all forms of physical and mental violence, including cor poral punishment, in the
juvenilejustice system, in schools and car e ingtitutions, and in the family. The Committee
also recommendsthat the State party monitor the ban on corporal punishment in schools.
The Committee encour ages the State party to reinfor ce its public awar eness campaignsto
promote positive, participatory, non-violent formsof discipline as an alternativeto
corporal punishment at all levels of society.
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Tortureand inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

116. The Committee is concerned about the incidence of police brutality, particularly against
street children, refugee children and those in conflict with the law. Concern is also expressed at
the inadequate enforcement of existing legislation to ensure that all children are treated with
respect for their physical and mental integrity and their inherent dignity.

117. TheCommittee strongly recommendsthat all appropriate measures be taken to
implement fully the provisions of articles 37 (a) and 39 of the Convention. In thisregard,
the Committee recommendsthat greater efforts be madeto prevent all forms of torture
and inhuman or degrading treatment by the police and facilitate the recovery of child
victimsthrough, inter alia, rehabilitation and reintegration. Additionally, it is
recommended that the State party effectively investigate these cases and ensur e that

per petrator s of such brutality against children are brought to justice.

5. Family environment and alternative care
Protection of children deprived of a family environment

118. The Committee expresses concern at the increasing number of children deprived of a
family environment and at the absence of a distinction between children in need of special
protection and child offendersin legal proceedings. Concern is also expressed at the inadequate
facilities and services for children in need of specia protection, aswell as at the State practice of
placing such children in juvenile remand facilities or police stations, which are considered places
of safety. The Committee also notes with concern the absence of an independent complaint
mechanism for children in alternative care institutions, the inadequate review of their placement
in institutions and the lack of trained personnel in thisfield. Concern isalso expressed at the
insufficient financial and human resources allocated for alternative care.

119. TheCommittee recommendsthat the State party take effective measuresto improve
alternative care, including through the allocation of adequate financial and human
resources. It further recommendsthat the State party provide additional training,
including in children rights, for social and welfare workers, ensurethe periodic review of
placementsin institutions and establish an independent complaints mechanism for children
in alternative careingtitutions. Additionally, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party take effective measuresto ensurethat children in need of carearenot kept in
juvenileremand facilitiesor police stations and encourages the effortsto make procedural
and substantive distinction between children in need of special protection and child
offenders.

Adoptions and foster care

120. While noting that the Adoption Act (Laws of Kenya, chap. 143) provides for the
regulation of adoption (domestic and intercountry), the Committee expresses concern that
informal adoptions are more widely accepted and practised within the State party. While the
Committee notes that “informal foster care’ takes place within the extended family system, itis
concerned that the State party has not established an effective foster care programme.
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121. Inlight of article 21 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party strengthen administrative proceduresfor formal domestic adoptionsto prevent
abuse of the practice of private and informal adoption and guar antee the protection of the
rightsof children. In thelight of theincreasing number of children deprived of a family
environment, the Committee encour ages the State party to promote and encour age for mal
adoptions and to establish an effective foster care programme. Additionally, the
Committee encour ages the State party to accede to the 1993 Hague Convention on the
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption.

Abuse/neglect/abandonment/maltr eatment/violence

122.  The Committee is concerned about the high and increasing incidence of physical and
sexual abuse of children, including in schools and care institutions. Concern is also expressed
about the lack of awareness and information on domestic violence, ill-treatment and abuse
(sexual, physical and psychological) of children and the insufficient financial and human
resources allocated for programmes to combat abuse of children.

123. Inthelight of article 19, the Committee recommendsthat the State party undertake
studies on domestic violence, ill-treatment and abuse (including sexual abuse within the
family) in order to adopt adequate policies and contribute to changing attitudes. The
Committee encour ages the State party to consider introducing an effectivereporting
system for child abuse cases, including sexual abuse of children. It also recommendsthat
cases of domestic violence, ill-treatment and abuse of children be properly investigated in a
child-sensitive judicial procedure and sanctions applied to perpetrators, with dueregard
given to protecting theright to privacy of the child. In accordance with article 39 of the
Convention, measures should betaken to ensurethe rehabilitation of victims and of
perpetrators. Effortsshould also be madeto prevent the criminalization and
stigmatization of children who are victims of abuse. The Committee recommendsthat the
State party seek technical assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF, WHO and UNDP.

6. Basic health and welfare
Right to health and accessto health services

124.  The Committee notes the efforts of the State party to improve health care for children
through, inter alia, the Health Policy Framework, the Expanded Programme on Immunization,
and the National Plan of Action for Nutrition. However, the Committee is concerned about
the insufficient numbers of trained medical personnel; the high maternal, infant, and
under-five mortality rates; the high rate of malnutrition; the increasing incidence of HIV/AIDS;
the high incidence of malaria and acute respiratory infections; and poor sanitation and limited
access to safe drinking water, especialy inrural areas. It isaso noted with concern that the
State party’ s cost-sharing policy has limited access to basic health care, especially for poor
families.

125. The Committee recommendsthat the State party allocate appropriate resourcesto
reinforceits policiesand programmesto reduce the high rate of malnutrition and improve
health carefor children. Additionally, the State party should take all effective measuresto
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increase the numbersof trained medical and other health personnel, including traditional
healers; facilitate cooperation between trained medical personnel and traditional healers,
especially midwives; reduce the incidence of maternal, infant and under-five mortality;
prevent and combat malnutrition; increase accessto safe drinking water; improve
sanitation; and reduce theincidence of malaria and acuterespiratory infections.
Additionally, the State party should take effective measuresto facilitate greater accessto
health services by, inter_alia, abolishing or rationalizing cost sharingin primary health care
to reduce the burden on poor families. The Committee encouragesthe State party to seek
technical cooperation for the Integrated Management of Childhood IlInesses and for other
measuresfor child health improvement from, inter alia, WHO and UNICEF.

Adolescent health

126. ' The Committee expresses its concern with respect to the limited availability of
programmes and services and the lack of adequate data in the area of adolescent health, including
early marriage and pregnancy, HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), abortion,
violence, suicide, mental health, and alcohol and substance abuse. The Committeeis aso
concerned at the increasing number of orphans due to HIV/AIDS and at the decrease in
expenditure for HIV/AIDS control.

127.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party strengthen adolescent health
policies, including reproductive health education. Further, the Committee suggeststhat a
comprehensive and multidisciplinary study be undertaken to assess the extent of adolescent
health problems, including the special situation of children infected and/or affected by
HIV/AIDS and STDs. Additionally, it isrecommended that the State party allocate
adequate human and financial resourcesto increase the number of social workersand
psychologists and to develop youth-sensitive care, counselling and rehabilitation facilities
for adolescents. It isfurther recommended that the State party seek technical assistance
from, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO.

Female genital mutilation

128. The Committee is deeply concerned that female genital mutilation (FGM) is not
prohibited by law and is still widely practised in the State party. Concern is also expressed about
the persistent practice of other harmful traditional practices, including early and forced
marriages.

129. TheCommittee recommendsthat the State party take legidative and

awar eness-raising measur esto prohibit and eradicate the practice of FGM and other
traditional practices harmful to the health, survival and development of children, boysas
well asgirls. The Committee urgesthe State party to introduce sensitization programmes
for practitionersand the general public to changetraditional attitudes and discour age
har mful practices.
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Children with disabilities

130. The Committee welcomes the establishment of a National Fund for the Disabled but is
concerned about the inadequate legal protection and the insufficient policies, facilities and
services for children with disabilities. Concern is aso expressed at the limited number of
teacherstrained to work with children with disabilities, aswell as at the insufficient efforts made
to facilitate the inclusion of such children in the educational system and generally in society.
The Committee also notes with concern the inadequate resources allocated to special education
programmes for children with disabilities.

131. Inthelight of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor Persons
with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the recommendations adopted by
the Committee at its day of general discussion on therights of children with disabilities
(CRCI/C/69, para. 338), it isrecommended that the State party:

@ Take effective measur es to collect adequate statistical data on children with
disabilities and to ensure the use of such data for the prevention of disabilities, and in the
development of policiesand programmesfor these children;

(b) Reinforceits effortsto develop early detection programmesto prevent
disabilities;

(© Implement alter natives to the institutionalization of children with
disabilities;

(d) Establish special education programmesfor them and wherefeasible, include
them in theregular school system;

(e Undertake awar enessraising campaignsto sensitize the public about the
rightsand special needs of children with disabilities and children with mental health
concerns;

) Increase the resour ces (financial and human) allocated to special education
and enhance the support given to the families of children with disabilities;

(9 Seek technical cooperation for thetraining of professional staff, including
teachers, working with and for children with disabilities, from, inter alia, WHO.

Right to an adequate standard of living

132. ' The Committee is concerned about widespread poverty and the increasingly high
numbers of children in the State party who do not enjoy the right to an adequate standard of
living, including children belonging to poor families, AIDS orphans, street children, internally
displaced children, children of ethnic minorities and children living in remote rural communities.

133. In accordancewith article 27 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that
the State party reinforceitseffortsto provide support and material assistanceto
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economically disadvantaged families and to guarantee theright of children to an adequate
standard of living. In thisconnection, the Committee recommendsthat the State party pay
particular attention to therights and needs of children in theimplementation of the
Poverty Eradication Plan, the Poverty Reduction Strategy and all other programmes
intended to improve the standard of living in the country. In thisregard, the Committee
encour agesthe State party to coordinate its effortswith civil society and local communities.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities
Right to and aims of education

134.  While the Committee notes that the Education Act is currently under review, it is
concerned that the law does not fully guarantee the right to education. The Committee expresses
concern about the non-increase (in percentage) of the budget for education and about the
introduction of cost-sharing in education which further limits access to education, especially for
girls, children from economically disadvantaged families and those living in remote rural
communities. Concern is also expressed regarding low enrolment and high drop-out and
repetition rates; insufficient numbers of trained teachers; insufficient schools and classrooms;
and the lack of relevant learning material. Inthelight of article 29.1 of the Convention, the
Committee is also concerned about the quality of education in the State party. The Committee
notes with regret the reported incidents of sexual abuse and exploitation of children in the school
environment.

135. TheCommittee urgesthe State party to take legal and other measur es to guarantee
theright to education for all children initsterritory, in particular free and compulsory
primary education. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take effective
measur es, including the allocation and distribution of adequate financial, human and
technical resour ces, to enhance the quality of education, to decrease the repetition and
drop-out rates, and to ensurethat all children enjoy theright to education. Itisfurther
recommended that the State party reinforceits effortsto increase accessto education by,
inter alia, abolishing cost-sharing in primary education and rationalizing it in secondary
and tertiary education. The State party should pay particular attention to the quality of
education, in thelight of article 29.1 and the Committee’s general comment on the aims of
education. The Committee strongly encouragesthe State party to take effective measures
to protect children, especially girls, against sexual abuse and violence in the school
environment and to facilitate car e and therehabilitation of child victimsin thisregard. It
isrecommended that the State party seek to strengthen its educational system through
closer cooperation with UNICEF and UNESCO.

8. Special protection measures
Refugee, asylum-seeking, unaccompanied and internally displaced children
136. ' The Committee recognizes the efforts of the State party, in cooperation with UNHCR, to
accommodate refugees, including unaccompanied minors. However, the Committee remains

concerned about the inadequate standards, procedures and policies to guarantee and protect the
rights of refugee, asylum-seeking and unaccompanied children, including their accessto
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adeguate education, health and other social services. Concern is also expressed regarding the
prevalence of sexual abuse and violence against girlsin and around refugee camps. The
Committee notes the establishment of the Presidential Commission on Ethnic Clashes (1998) to
investigate the causes of ethnic clashesin various regions of the State party in 1992, 1997,

and 1998, as well as the actions taken by officials, including the police, during the clashes.
However, the Committee is concerned that insufficient efforts have been made to ensure the
resettlement of families who were displaced during these clashes and continue to live in camps.
Finally, the Committee is concerned at the decrease in the funds provided by UNHCR, which has
anegative impact on the rights of child refugees, such as the right to food.

137.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party take effective legal and other
measur es to ensur e adequate protection of refugee, asylum-seeking and unaccompanied
children, especially girls, and to implement further policies and programmesto guarantee
their adequate accessto health, education and social services. The Committee further
recommendsthat the State party review its standards and proceduresin the asylum
process to ensur e consistency with international standards and to introduce special
proceduresfor refugee children, especially those separated from their families. The
Committee urgesthe State party to reinforceitsresettlement programmeto provide lasting
relief for internally displaced families and guaranteetheir rightsto adequate housing,
education, health and social services. The Committee encouragesthe State party to
undertake effortsto reinfor ce its cooper ation with UNHCR.

Street children

138. The Committee expresses grave concern at the high and increasing numbers of street
children. In particular, the Committee notes their limited access to health, education and other
social services, aswell as their vulnerability to police brutality, sexual abuse and exploitation,
economic exploitation and other forms of exploitation.

139. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Take all effective measuresto ensurethat street children are provided with a
suitable programme of assistance, with adequate nutrition, clothing, housing, health care
and educational opportunities, including vocational and life-skillstraining, in order to
support their full development;

(b) Ensurethat these children are provided with: preventive and rehabilitative
services with respect to physical, sexual and substance abuse; protection from police
brutality; servicesfor reconciliation with their families; and education on their rights;

(© Consider establishing a compr ehensive strategy to addressthe high and
increasing number s of street children, with the aim of preventing and reducing this
phenomenon.
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Economic exploitation

140. The Committee notes with appreciation that the State party has signed a memorandum of
understanding with ILO and that various ILO/IPEC programmes to prevent and combat child
labour are being carried out. The Committee also welcomes the establishment of a National
Steering Committee on child labour. Nevertheless, and in the light of the current economic
situation, the increasing number of school drop-outs and the increasing number of street children,
the Committee is concerned about the large number of children engaged in labour and the lack of
information and adequate data on the situation of child labour and economic exploitation in the
State party. The Committee notes aso with concern that notwithstanding various legal
provisions there is no firm minimum age for admission to employment and that child labour is
still prevaent in the State party.

141. The Committee encour ages the State party to introduce monitoring mechanismsto
ensur e the enforcement of labour laws and protect children from economic exploitation,
particularly in theinformal sectors. It isfurther recommended that the State party
undertake a comprehensive study to assess the situation of child labour. The Committee
urgesthe State party to establish a clear legal minimum age for employment, in particular
for those workingin theagricultural sector. The Committee encourages the State party to
further develop and strengthen the collaboration with IL O/I PEC.

Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse

142. The Committee notes that the State party participated in the World Congress against
Commercial Sexual Exploitation, held in Stockholm in 1996, and subsequently established a
National Plan of Action to prevent and combat the commercial sexual exploitation of children.
However, the Committee is concerned about the large and increasing number of child victims of
commercia sexua exploitation, including prostitution and pornography, especially among those
engaged in domestic labour and street children. Concern is also expressed at the insufficient
programmes for the physical and psychological recovery and socia reintegration of children who
are the victims of such abuse and exploitation.

143. Inthelight of article 34 and related articles of the Convention, the Committee
recommendsthat the State party undertake studies with a view to assessing the scope of
commercial sexual exploitation of children, including prostitution, child sex tourism and
child pornography, and implementing appropriate preventive and rehabilitative policies
and programmesfor child victims. The Committee recommendsthat the State party
reinforceits effortsin implementing the National Plan of Action formulated in accordance
with the Declaration and the Agenda for Action adopted by the World Congress against
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children at Stockholm in 1996.
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Administration of juvenilejustice

144.  The Committee notes with concern that the juvenile justice system does not cover the
entire country and that there is only one juvenile court in the State party. While acknowledging
the State party’ s efforts to implement a Diversion Programme for children in conflict with the
law, the Committee also expresses its concern about the quality of the juvenile justice system
generally.

145. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Takeall appropriate measures, including the enactment of the Children Bill,
to implement ajuvenilejustice system in confor mity with the Convention, in particular
articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations standardsin thisfield, such asthe
United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the
Beijing Rules), the United Nations Guidelinesfor the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency
(the Riyadh Guidelines), the United Nations Rulesfor the Protection of Juveniles Deprived
of their Liberty and the Vienna Guideinesfor Action on Children in the Criminal Justice
System;

(b) Use deprivation of liberty (institutionalization) only as a measur e of last
resort and for the shortest possible time and, in that regard, implement the Diversion
Programme fully and with the widest scope possible, as an alter native to deprivation of
liberty;

(© Ensurethat children remain in contact with their familieswhilein the
juvenilejustice system;

(d) Introduce training programmes on relevant inter national standardsfor all
professionalsinvolved in the administration of juvenilejustice;

(e Abolish the use of corporal punishment in the juvenile justice system;
)] Improve the conditionsin detention facilities;
(9) Strengthen reparation, rehabilitation and reintegration programmes;

(h) Ensurethat casesinvolving children in need of care and protection are not
treated ascriminal cases; and

(1) Consider seeking technical assistance from, inter alia, OHCHR, the Centre
for International Crime Prevention, the International Network on Juvenile Justice and
UNICEF, through the Co-ordination Panel on Technical Advicein Juvenile Justice.

9. Optional Protocols and amendment to article 43.2 of the Convention

146. The Committee notes that the State party has not ratified the two Optional Protocolsto
the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
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pornography, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict, nor has it formally accepted
the amendment to article 43.2 of the Convention to allow for the expansion of the Committee
from 10 to 18 members.

147. The Committee encour ages the State party to ratify the two Optional Protocolsto
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and to accept the amendment to article 43.2 of
the Convention.

10. Dissemination of documents

148. Finally, the Committee recommendsthat, in thelight of article 44, paragraph 6, of
the Convention, theinitial report and written replies presented by the State party be made
widely availableto the public at large and that publication of the report be considered,
along with therelevant summary records and the concluding obser vations adopted thereon
by the Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to generate
debate and awar eness of the Convention and itsimplementation and monitoring within the
Government and the general public, including NGOs.

Oman

149. At its 727th and 728th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.727 and 728), held

on 27 September 2001, the Committee on the Rights of the Child considered the initial
report of Oman (CRC/C/78/Add.1), which was received on 5 July 1999, and adopted, at
the 749th meeting, held on 12 October 2001 (CRC/C/SR.749), the following concluding
observations.

A. Introduction

150. The Committee notes that the initial State party report was prepared according to the
Committee' s guidelines for reporting. 1t notes the timely submission of the informative written
answers. The Committee further notes with appreciation the presence of a high-level and
cross-sectoral delegation, which contributed to a frank and open dialogue.

B. Positive aspects

151. The Committee notes that the consideration of the initial report of Oman marked the first
occasion that the State party had appeared before a human rights treaty body.

152. The Committee appreciates that the State party has achieved most of the goals of the
World Summit for Children, including reductions in infant and under-5 mortality, an annual
immunization rate of almost 98 per cent, high primary and secondary school enrolment, and near
parity in school enrolment between girls and boys.

153.  The Committee notes the high level of commitment to health care, as evidenced by its
having been ranked eighth in the world for its overall health system performance (WHO,
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World Health Report 2000). It welcomes information on salt iodization and flour fortification
programmes, pre-marriage screening for HIV/AIDS and congenital diseases, and the
introduction of the Integrated Management of Childhood IlIness (IMCI) strategy.

154. The Committee welcomes:

@ The introduction of basic education reform, which includes the adoption of a
child-centred approach to learning;

(b) The State party’ s ratification of the ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour
Convention, 1999 (No. 182); and

(© The introduction of the new system for reporting child abuse and neglect.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation
of the Convention

155. The Committee acknowledges that sparse settlement patterns, especialy in rural and
remote regions of the country, may be factors impeding the implementation of some provisions
of the Convention.

D. Principal subjectsof concern and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
Reservation

156. The Committee welcomes information that the State party is re-examining its
reservations to articles 7, 9, 21 and 30 of the Convention. While noting difficulties that the State
party may have, the Committee is nevertheless concerned that its reservation to article 14 is not
included in this re-examination.

157.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Expeditiously complete itsre-examination of itsreservationsto
articles 7, 9, 21 and 30 of the Convention with a view to withdrawing them in accor dance
with the Vienna Declaration and Plan of Action of the World Conference on Human
Rights (1993);

(b) Study itsreservation to article 14 with a view to narrowing it, taking account
of the Human Rights Committee’ s general comment No. 22 on freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.
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L egidation

158. While noting various legidlative measures already taken or proposed with respect to child
rights (e.g. 1999 Civil Status Law, 1999 Criminal Procedure Law, draft Juveniles Law), the
Committee is concerned that they do not sufficiently reflect a comprehensive rights-based
approach to the implementation of the Convention.

159. The Committee recommends that the State party:

@ Undertake a comprehensive review of existing legislation from a rights-based
approach, to ensureits confor mity with the principles and provisions of the Convention;
and

(b) Consider the adoption of a comprehensive children’s code, which would
incorporate the principles and provisions of the Convention.

Coordination

160. The Committee welcomes information that the Omani Child Rights Committee, under
the National Committee for Child Care (NCCC), has been reactivated with the aim of improving
the implementation of the Convention. However, it is concerned at the lack of a comprehensive
plan of action to implement the Convention.

161. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Pursuethe preparation and development of a compr ehensive rights-based
national plan of action for the implementation of the Convention, through an open,
consultative and participatory process; and

(b) Ensurethat the NCCC, particularly the Child Rights Committee, isprovided
with adequate human and financial resour ces.

Cooper ation with civil society

162. Noting good cooperation in the development and welfare sectors between the
Government and national associations, bilateral aid agencies, international organizations and
NGOs, the Committee is concerned that insufficient efforts have been made to involve civil
society, particularly in the area of civil rights and freedoms, with respect to awareness-raising
and in the implementation of the Convention.

163. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:
(@) Develop a systematic approach to involving civil society, especially children’s

associations, throughout all stagesin theimplementation of the Convention, in particular
with respect to civil rightsand freedoms; and
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(b) Ensurethat legidation regulating NGOs conformsto article 15 of the
Convention and international standards on freedom of association, asa step in facilitating
and strengthening their participation.

Data collection

164. The Committee notes that the State party has developed an efficient, nationwide system
of data collection in the area of health and welcomes information that efforts are under way to
establish a comprehensive database for children within an overall social database.

165. The Committee encouragesthe State party:

(@ To continue its effortsand ensurethat disaggregated data ar e collected on all
persons under 18 yearsfor all areas covered by the Convention, including the most
vulnerable groups (i.e. non-nationals, children living in remote ar eas, children with
disabilities, children of economically disadvantaged households, etc.), and that these data
are used to assess progress and design policiesto implement the Convention; and

(b)  Toseek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF.
Monitoring structures

166. The Committeeis concerned at the absence of an independent mechanism with a
mandate regularly to monitor and evaluate progress in the implementation of the Convention and
which is empowered to receive and address complaints.

167. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Establish an independent national human rightsinstitution in accordance
with the Principlesrelating to the status of national institutionsfor the promotion and
protection of human rights (General Assembly resolution 48/134) to monitor and evaluate
progressin theimplementation of the Convention at the national and at the local levels.
Thisinstitution should be accessible to children and empowered to receive and investigate
complaints of violations of child rightsin a child-sensitive manner and to addressthem
effectively; and

(b)  Seek technical assistance from, among others, OHCHR and UNICEF.
Resour ce allocation
168. The Committee notes significant investment in and increased budgetary allocations for
health, education and other parts of the social sector, and welcomes information that the State

party’ s budget categorization system will be modified so that allocations for children may be
more easily ascertained.
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169. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Continue and strengthen its effortsto allocate available resour ces - human
and financial - to the maximum extent to health, education, culture and other social
services,

(b) Undertake similar effortsto ensure full implementation of the Convention;
and

(© Systematically assess the impact of budgetary allocations on the
implementation of child rights.

Training/dissemination of the Convention

170. The Committeeis concerned that awareness of the Convention amongst professionals
working with and for children and the general public, including children themselves, remains
low. The Committee is concerned that the State party is not undertaking adequate dissemination,
awareness-raising and training activities in a systematic and targeted manner.

171. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Develop an ongoing programme for the dissemination of information on the
Convention and itsimplementation among children and parents, civil society, all sectors
and levels of government and the Council of Oman, including initiatives to reach those
vulnerable groupswho areilliterate or without formal education;

(b) Develop systematic and ongoing human rightstraining programmesthat
include children’srightsfor all professional groupsworking for and with children (e.g.
judges, lawyers, law enfor cement officials, civil servants, local gover nment officials,
personnel working in institutions and places of detention for children, teachersand health
personnel); and

(© Seek assistance from, among others, OHCHR and UNICEF.
2. General principles
Non-discrimination
172.  Noting significant achievements with regard to the status of women, the Committee is
nevertheless concerned that discrimination contrary to article 2 of the Convention persistsin the
State party. In particular, the Committee is concerned about discrimination against females and

children born out of wedlock under the 1997 Personal Status Law and that, according to the 1999
Civil Status Law, abirth out of wedlock isindicated in the birth register.
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173. In accordancewith article 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party:

@ Undertake all possible measuresto reconcile fundamental human rightswith
I slamic texts;

(b)  Takeeffective measures, including enacting or rescinding legislation where
necessary, to prevent and eliminate discrimination on grounds of sex and birth in all fields
of civil, economic, political, social and cultural life;

(© Takeall appropriate measures, such as comprehensive public education
campaigns, to prevent and combat negative societal attitudesin thisregard, particularly
within the family; and

(d)  Train members of thelegal profession, especially thejudiciary, to be
gender-sensitive. Religiousleaders should be mobilized to support such efforts.

174. The Committeeis concerned at the disparities in the enjoyment of economic and social
rights, particularly the rights to health and education, experienced by non-national children and
children living in rural areas, such as a-Wusta.

175. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Take all necessary measuresto ensurethat all children within itsjurisdiction
enjoy all therights set out in the Convention without discrimination, in accordance with
article 2;

(b) Continueto prioritize and target resour ces and social servicesfor children
belonging to the most vulnerable groups, especially in areas which lack basic services; and

(© Consider ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workersand Members of Their Families.

176. The Committeerequeststhat specific information beincluded in the next periodic
report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related I ntolerance, and taking account of the Committee’s general
comment No. 1 on article 29.1 of the Convention on the aims of education.

Best interests of the child
177. The Committee is concerned that in actions concerning children, the general principle of

the best interests of the child contained in article 3 of the Convention is not always a primary
consideration, such asin matters relating to family law.
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178. The Committee recommendsthat the State party review itslegisation and
administrative measuresto ensurethat article 3 of the Convention isduly reflected therein
and that thisprincipleistaken into account when administrative, policy, court or other
decisions are made.

Respect for the views of the child

179. The Committee is concerned that traditional attitudes towards children in society may
limit respect for their views, especially within the family and schools.

180. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Continueto promote and facilitate within the family, the school, institutions,
the courts and administrative bodies respect for the views of children and their
participation in all matters affecting them, in accordance with article 12 of the Convention;

(b) Develop skills-training programmes in community settings for parents,
teachers, social workersand local officials so that they can learn how to help children to
expresstheir informed views and opinions and to take those views into consider ation; and

(© Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF.

4. Civil rightsand freedoms
Nationality

181. The Committee is concerned that the Nationality Law does not grant citizenship to
children of Omani women married to non-nationals, as it does where the father is Omani.

182. TheCommittee recommendsthat the State party ensuretheright of all children to
a nationality, without discrimination on the grounds of either parent’s sex, in accordance
with articles 2 and 7 of the Convention.

5. Family environment and alternative care
Violence/abuse/neglect/maltr eatment
183.  The Committee welcomes the introduction of the new system for reporting incidents of
child abuse and neglect and the establishment of the Family Counselling and Guidance
Department. However, the Committee remains concerned that there is insufficient information
and awareness in Oman of theill-treatment and abuse of children within the family and
institutions.

184. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Conduct a study to assess the nature and extent of ill-treatment and abuse of
children, and design policies and programmesto addressit;
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(b)  Takelegidative measuresto prohibit all forms of physical and mental
violence, including corporal punishment and sexual abuse of children in the family and in
institutions;

(© Carry out public education campaigns about the negative consequences of
ill-treatment of children, and promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline asan
alternativeto corporal punishment;

(d) Ensurethat the new reporting system can effectively receive, monitor and
investigate complaints, and that the authorities can intervene where necessary;

(e Investigate and prosecute cases of ill-treatment, ensuring that the abused
child isnot further victimized in legal proceedings and that hisher privacy is protected;

) Provide care, recovery and reintegration for victims;

(9) Train teachers, law enforcement officials, careworkers, judges and health
professionalsin the identification, reporting and management of ill-tr eatment cases; and

(h)  Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
6. Basic health and welfare
Right to health and health care

185. Noting significant achievementsin the reduction of infant and child mortality, and the
high levels of immunization coverage, the Committee is concerned that:

@ Malnutrition affects about 25 per cent of children under 5;

(b) Thirty per cent of pregnant women and 20 per cent of children under 5 still suffer
from anaemiag;

(©) Thirty-nine per cent of breastfeeding mothers have vitamin A deficiency; and

(d) Ten per cent of school-age children suffer from mild to moderate iodine
deficiency disorders.

186. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Make greater effortsto addressthese issuesthrough continued allocation of
therequired resour ces,

(b) Strengthen health and nutrition education such asthrough public-
information campaigns and itsinclusion in the curricula; and

(© Seek assistance from UNICEF and WHO.
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Adolescent health

187. The Committeeis concerned that insufficient information is available in relation to
adolescent health, such as access to reproductive health services and mental health counselling
services.

188. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Ensurethat adolescents have accessto and are provided with education on
reproductive health and other adolescent health issues, including mental health, aswell as
with child-sensitive and confidential counselling services;

(b)  Strengthen effortsin the area of adolescent health education within the
educational system; and

(©) Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
Children with disabilities

189. The Committee welcomes information that a national committee on disability has been
formed, a new medical and social care unit under the Centre for Care and Rehabilitation of the
Disabled has been established to cater for the needs of severely disabled children, and that three
new Al-Wafa Social Centres for Disabled Children have been established. However, the
Committee is concerned that children with disabilities, in general, have inadequate access to
specialized services and education, and that there is insufficient support for families.

190. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Conduct a survey to assess the causes and extent of disability among
children;

(b) Review existing policiesand practicein relation to children with disabilities,
taking dueregard of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor Persons
with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and of the Committee's
recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “ Children with disabilities’
(see CRC/C/69);

(© Involve children with disabilities and their familiesin the development of
surveys and policy review;

(d) Undertake greater effortsto make available the necessary professional and
financial resour ces,

(e Undertake greater effortsto promote and expand community-based
rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups, and inclusive education of
children with all forms of disability; and
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) Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

Education
191. Noting significant improvements in education indicators, the Committee is concerned:
that primary education is not compulsory; at levels of drop-out and repetition at primary,
preparatory and secondary education levels, especially among boys; and at the quality of
teaching as aresult of rapid Omanization in this sector.
192. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Ensurethat primary education is made compulsory by law;

(b) Make greater effortsto address drop-out and repetition rates; and

(© Allocate the required resour cesto address the quality of teacher training.

193. The Committee is concerned that human rights education, including about the
Convention, is not included in the school curricula.

194. The Committee recommendsthat the State party, taking into account the
Committee’ s general comment No. 1 on the aims of education:

@ Include human rights education, including about children’srights, in the
curricula, particularly with respect to the development of and respect for human rights,
tolerance and equality of the sexes and religious and ethnic minorities;, and

(b) Seek assistance from UNICEF and UNESCO.

195. Noting that the Organizational Statutes of the General Education Schools ban corporal
punishment, the Committee remains concerned that thisissue is not effectively addressed.

196. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party raise awareness of the negative
impact of corporal punishment among teachers and other professionalsworking in schools,
and take other appropriate measuresfor its prevention and elimination.

8. Special measures of protection
Economic exploitation
197. The Committee welcomes the State party’ s ratification of the ILO Worst Forms of Child

Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182). It further welcomes information that Oman has introduced
policies embodied in this convention as well as ILO Recommendation No. 190, and that it is
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conducting areview of legislation with aview to raising the minimum age of employment
from 13 to 16 years. However, the Committee is concerned about the lack of information on
child labour within the agricultural and domestic service sectors.

198. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake a national survey on the causes, extent and impact of child
labour;

(b) Implement the ILO Minimum Age Recommendation, 1973 (No. 146) and the
Worst Formsof Child Labour Recommendation, 1999 (No. 190);

(© Consider ratifying the ILO Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138); and
(d)  Seek assistance from, among others, thelLO.
Camél racing
199. The Committeeis seriously concerned at the hazardous situation of children involved in
camel racing. In particular it is concerned that sometimes very young children are involved and
that such involvement produces serious injuries, even fatalities. It concurs with the ILO
Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations which has
previously indicated that the employment of children as camel jockeys constitutes dangerous
work under article 3 (1) of ILO Convention No. 138.

200. In accordance with article 32 of the Convention and 1L O Convention No. 182, which
the State party hasratified, the Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Takeimmediate and effective stepsto ensure theimplementation of article 32
of the Convention and 1L O Convention No. 182, taking into account |LO Recommendation
No. 190;

(b) Undertake effortsto develop aregional initiative in thisregard, including
bilateral and multilateral cooperation; and

(© Seek assistance from the L O.
Administration of juvenilejustice

201. Noting the draft Juveniles Law, the Committee is concerned that insufficient efforts have
been made to secure its speedy adoption.

202. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Establish a minimum age of criminal responsibility in accordance with the
principles and provisions of the Convention;
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(b) Ensurethat a system of juvenilejustice fully integratesinto itslegislation and
practice the provisions of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, aswell as
other relevant international standardsin thisarea, such asthe Beijing Rules, the Riyadh
Guidelines, the United Nations Rulesfor the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty and the Vienna Guidelinesfor Action on Children in the Criminal Justice System;

(© Expedite the promulgation of the draft Juveniles Law and ensurethat
adequate resour ces are allocated for its effective implementation;

(d) Ensurethat the deprivation of liberty isonly used asa measure of last resort,
for the shortest possibletime, isauthorized by the court, and that personsunder 18 are not
detained with adults;

(e Ensurethat children have accessto legal aid and independent and effective
complaints mechanisms;

) Consider alternative measuresto deprivation of liberty, such as probation,
community service or suspended sentences,

(9 Train professionalsin the area of rehabilitation and social reintegration of
children; and

(h) Seek assistance from, among others, OHCHR, the Centrefor International
Crime Prevention, the I nternational Network on Juvenile Justice and UNICEF, through
the Coordination Panel on Technical Advice and Assistance on Juvenile Justice.

9. Optional protocols

203. The Committee encouragesthe State party to ratify the Optional Protocolsto the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nography, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

10. Dissemination of documents

204. Finally, the Committee recommendsthat in accor dance with article 44,

paragraph 6, of the Convention, theinitial report presented by the State party be made
widely available to the public at large and that consider ation be given to the publication of
thereport along with the written answersto thelist of issuesraised by the Committee, the
relevant summary records of the discussion, and the concluding obser vations adopted by
the Committee following its consider ation of thereport. Such a document should be widely
distributed in order to generate debate and awar eness of the Convention and its
implementation and monitoring within the Gover nment, the parliament and the general
public, including concer ned non-gover nmental or ganizations.
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Portugal

205. The Committee considered the second periodic report of Portugal (CRC/C/65/Add.11) at
its 731st to 732nd meetings (see CRC/C/SR.731-732), held on 1 October 2001, and adopted at
the 749th meeting (CRC/C/SR.749), held on 12 October 2001, the following concluding
observations.

A. Introduction

206. The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’ s second periodic report and
the very useful written repliestoitslist of issues (CRC/C/Q/POR/2). The Committee notes the
very constructive dialogue it had with the cross-sectoral delegation of the State party.

B. Positivefactors

207. The Committee welcomes the substantial changes in various fields of legislation.
Among others, the administration of juvenile justice now allows for children and young people
between 12 and 16 in a situation of risk to be treated separately from those involved in criminal
activities. In this context, the social welfare and security system has undergone changes that
target children and parents at risk and living in poverty. The Committee also welcomes the
establishment of a pre-school system, the raising of the minimum age of military service to 18
and adoption of the Law 15/98 increasing the protection of asylum-seekers.

208. The Committee notes that the State party has satisfied a number of international human
rights instruments relevant to the rights of the child, including the 1993 Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption, the 1973 ILO
Convention No. 138 concerning the Minimum Age for Admission to Employment and

the 1999 ILO Convention No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.

209. The Committee welcomes the progress registered by the State party in implementing the
Convention through numerous comprehensive policies.

C. Principal subjectsof concern, suggestions and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
National strategy for the implementation of the Convention

210. The Committeeis concerned at the lack of a comprehensive national strategy on the
implementation of the Convention.

211. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Develop a comprehensive national strategy for theimplementation of the
Convention;
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(b)  Set prioritiesand define atime frame for implementation;

(© Define what human, financial and technical resour ces are necessary for the
strategy’simplementation and allocate them.

Coordination

212.  Noting the Committee’ s 1995 concluding observations (CRC/C/15/Add.45) on the State
party’ sinitial report (CRC/C/3/Add.30) and the existence of the National Commission for the
Protection of Children and Y outh at Risk and the District-Level Commissions, the Committee, is
most concerned that thereis still no structure for national coordination of the implementation of
the Convention with regard to all children, as was recommended in 1995.

213. The Committee again recommendsthat:

(@ The State party define a structurefor the coordination of the implementation
of the Convention for all children in the State party;

(b) Particular attention be given to coordination at the ministerial level;

(© Efforts be madeto continueto ensurethe participation of civil society,
including NGOs, in theimplementation of the Convention.

Allocation of resources

214. The Committee notes atrend of increasing resources being allocated to the education,
health and social welfare sectors and the significant participation of civil society, including
NGOs, in the provision of such services. However, the Committee remains concerned that there
is no information indicating that priority is given to the implementation of children’s socia
rightsin the budgets of the State party at national, regional and local levels.

215.  With aview to achieving full application of article 4 and to eradicate poverty, the
Committee urgesthe State party to consider waysin which respect can be guaranteed for
therightsof all children including children from disadvantaged backgrounds and from
isolated communities, in particular in the sectors of health, education and other social
welfare services and in confor mity with article 2.

Data collection

216. The Committee recognizes that the State party collects useful datain the fields of,
inter alia, education and health, but notes:

@ That in many areas the data collected do not cover al ages of children; for
example, datawith regard to children with disabilities are provided only up to age 15;
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(b) A lack of, or insufficient, data with regard to some areas of the Convention, for
example, data on abortions, substance abuse and child abuse and neglect, including sexual abuse
and exploitation;

(© That the data collected are used to a sufficient degree in developing, strengthening
and monitoring policies and programmes for the implementation of the Convention.

217. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:
@ Further develop itsexisting data collection mechanismswith a view to
creating an effective system for collecting data covering all areas of relevanceto the

Convention;

(b) Ensurethat data collection coversthe entire and specific period of childhood
up to age 18, and all areasrelating to therights under the Convention;

(© Ensurethat data are disaggregated including, asrelevant, by gender, age,
minority group and rural or urban residence;

(d) Strengthen the use of data to improve the development, implementation and
monitoring of programmes and policiesto implement the Convention.

International cooper ation

218. The Committee notes that the State party’ s contribution to international cooperation
was 0.26 per cent of GNP in 1999, and that the United Nations recommended target for
development aid by Statesis 0.7 per cent of GNP.

219. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party progressively increaseits
contributionsto international cooperation in accordance with United Nationstar gets,
giving particular attention to children’srights.

Cooper ation with civil society

220. The Committee notes the State party’ s close cooperation with civil society with regard to
children’srights.

221. The Committee encouragesthe State party:

@ To continue and strengthen its positive cooper ation with civil society,
including NGOs, in the context of theimplementation of the Convention;

(b)  Toencourage NGOsto adopt arights-based approach to children.
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2. General principles

222. The Committee welcomes the State party’ s holistic approach to implementation of the
genera principles with regard to children’ s rights.

Non-discrimination

223. The Committee notes the numerous efforts initiated by the State party to address
discrimination, including the development of mechanisms, the conduct of surveys and the
implementation of policies. The Committee is concerned, however, with regard to de facto
discrimination in the context of children and familiesliving in poverty in less developed rural
and urban areas and against the Roma and their children in particular.

224. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party continue and strengthen its efforts
to ensure equal respect for theright to non-discrimination of all children, giving particular
attention to children and their familiesliving in poverty, in particular Roma children and
children living in less developed areas.

225. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report,
on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted
at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racia Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
Intolerance and taking account of the Committee’ s general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1) of
the Convention on the aims of education.

Respect for the opinions of the child and child participation

226. ' The Committee notes the State party’ s ongoing efforts to ensure child participation and
welcomes the fact that the age at which a child’ s opinions must be heard in administrative and
judicia proceedings affecting the child has been defined under relevant legislation and taken into
consideration in accordance with the age and maturity of the child. The Committee notes, in
addition, ongoing efforts to address concerns regarding cultural conceptions of the value of a
child’ s opinion within schools and society (see paragraph 123 of the State party’ s report) and in
decision-making at national and local levelsin matters affecting children.

227. Inthelight of article 12, the Committee encour ages the State party to continueto
enhance child participation and respect for the opinions of the child, including at national
and local levelsand in accor dance with the age and maturity of the child.

Survival and development

228. The Committee joins the State party in expressing concern at the extremely high number
of accidents, including road accidents, of which children are victims.

229. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party, taking into account the
conclusions of itsWorking Group for the Prevention of Accidents, promote initiatives with
aview to diminishing the number and consequences of accidentsinvolving children
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through, inter alia, legidation, standar dization of toysand child care articlesand the
training of relevant professionals and of familieswith children in the prevention of
accidents.

3. Civil rightsand freedoms
Corporal punishment

230. Noting its 1995 concluding observations, the Committee is concerned that corporal
punishment continues to be practised within the family, there is alack of legislation prohibiting
such punishment, and that insufficient measures have been adopted to prevent corporal
punishment in this context.

231. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

€)] Adopt legisation prohibiting cor poral punishment in the family and in any
other contexts not covered by existing legisation;

(b) Develop mechanismsto end the practice of corporal punishment, including
the use of information campaigns tar geting parents, teachers and children;

(©) Promote positive, participatory, non-violent forms of discipline asan
alternativeto corporal punishnment at all levels of society;

(d) Develop mandatory reporting systemsfor professionalsworking with
children who detect the use of corporal punishment in the family.

4. Family environment and alter native care
Family environment

232. The Committee welcomes the State party’ s decision to develop a global plan on family
policy, including changes to social welfare and socia security and means-tested coverage with
particular provisions for families and children and including those persons not paying
contributions to the social security system. The Committee also welcomes the definition, in the
National Plan of Action against Poverty and Socia Exclusion of child protection priorities
including the provision of support measures for familiesin order to enable them to fulfil their
parental responsibilities. Nevertheless, the Committee remains concerned:

@ That poverty, poor housing, unemployment, non-contractual work and the high
incidence of alcoholism among parents in many families have a negative impact on respect for
children’srights;

(b) At the lack of sufficient free pre-school care services, complicating an already
difficult situation for poor families.
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233. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party make every effort, to the
maximum extent of available resour ces, to support familiesin their child-rearing
responsibilities and to ensurethe protection of therightsof all children in the context of the
family environment.

Abuse and neglect, including sexual abuse and sexual exploitation

234. The Committee notes the State party’ s recent initiative to develop mechanisms allowing
doctors, teachers and other relevant professionals to lodge complaints of alleged sexual abuse or
exploitation of children (Law 99 of 25 August 2001).

235. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Strengthen the monitoring of and collection of data on cases of abuse and
neglect of children;

(b) Makeit mandatory for professionalsto report to an appropriate body cases
of abuse, including sexual abuse, and ensur e the provision of appropriatetraining and
adequate protection for professionals called upon to make such reports;

(© Ensurethe provision of rehabilitation assistance to child victims of abuse.
Alternative care

236. The Committeeis concerned:

@ At the continuing emphasis placed on the institutionalization of children deprived
of afamily environment (see, in particular, paragraph 89 of the State party’ s report);

(b) That review of the placement of children in aternative care is inadequate (see
paragraph 206 of the State Party’ s report).

237. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Place emphasison foster care, including by providing adequate financial
support and adviceto foster families;

(b) Develop deinstitutionalization policies and continueits effortsto reducethe
incidence of institutionalization of children;

(© Strengthen itsreview of the placement of children in alternative care,
ensuring that it is conducted regularly and frequently and takesinto consideration the
views and best interests of the child.
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5. Basic health and welfare

238. The Committee welcomes the progress made in recent years in reducing the child
mortality rate and also welcomes the combining, within the State party’ s primary health care, of
private and public health care provision at avery small charge, and the hospital services offered
at two levels. The Committee is concerned, however, that:

@ Infant mortality, under-5 mortality and child tuberculosis rates remain higher than
the regional average, particularly in some northern rural areas, and are also too high in the
Azores;

(b) The public health care system, including mental health care services, in the State
party requires strengthening and that there is insufficient access to primary health care facilities
in some parts of the country;

(©) The State party’s health expenditure is notably lower that that of other countries
in the region and that this negatively affects respect for children’ s right to health care.

239. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Increaseinvestment in public health carefacilities, including investments by
civil society;

(b) Ensurethe equal access of all children to the highest attainable standard of
health carein all areas of the country.

Children with disabilities

240. The Committee welcomes the State party’ s emphasis on the integration of children with
disabilities into mainstream education. However, the Committee remains concerned that
resources for the special education of children with disabilities are unevenly distributed across
the country, with a particular concentration in Lisbon limiting the access of some children to
these facilities.

241. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Continue and strengthen itseffortsto ensuretheintegration of children with
disabilitiesinto regular schools;

(b) Review the distribution of resourcesfor the special education of children
with disabilities, with aview to ensuring that all children and their familiesin need of such
services have easy accessto them.
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Adolescent health
242.  Noting the establishment of a network functioning in cooperation with the Ministries of
Health and Education toward education on adolescent health, the Committee remains concerned
that the incidence of teenage pregnancies remains high and at the absence of data on abortions.
243. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Take stepsto address adolescent health concer ns, including teenage
pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases, through, inter alia, sex education, including
about birth control measures such asthe use of condoms;

(b)  Strengthen its mental health and counselling services, ensuring that theseare
accessible and sensitive to adolescents.

HIV/AIDS

244.  Noting the launching of the State party’ s Health Education Programme to address,
inter alia, HIV/AIDS, the Committee remains concerned at the incidence of HIV
transmission, including mother-to-child transmission, and at the high incidence of AIDS
(10.4 cases per 100,000) in the State party.

245. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Continueto strengthen its HIV/AIDS prevention programmes, including safe
sex education programmes;

(b) Increase interventionsat primary health-care level aimed at limiting
mother-to-child transmission of HIV.

6. Education, leisure and cultural activities

246. The Committee notes the significant progress made in increasing the number of children
completing secondary education and the implementation of the Programme of Extension and
Development of Pre-Primary Education and the “social school action programme”. The
Committee remains concerned at:

(@ The low levels of investment in education, including pre-school education;

(b) The low enrolment in pre-school education.

(©) The relatively high drop-out and repetition rates in primary and secondary
schools, with only 32 per cent of children completing primary school without having repeated a

class and a drop-out rate of 22.9 per cent at the ninth grade level;

(d) The limited use of information technology in schools;
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(e Therelatively low numbers of children going on to tertiary education from
secondary school, with a sharp disparity between males (42 per cent) and females (57 per cent).

247. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:
@ Increase itsinvestment in education;
(b) Study the causes of high drop-out and repetition rates,

(© Introduce policies to address the causes of low enrolment in pre-school
education;

(d)  Continueitseffortstoincrease the number of children completing secondary
education;

(e Take stepsto reduce drop-out rates and to implement its planned reform of
secondary education;

) Increase the use of information technology in schools;

(9) Take stepsto raise the number of persons going on to higher education,
giving due attention to reducing gender disparities;

(h)  Continue and strengthen effortsto ensurethat all teachers benefit from
professional training;

(1) Provide particular support to low-income familieswith a view to increasing
the enrolment levels of their children in educational facilities;

g) Strengthen efforts towar ds the implementation of the human rights plan of
action, including children’sright to education, in the light of the Committee’s general
comment No. 1 on the aims of education.

Leisure

248.  The Committee notes the programmes “ Support to Y outh Associations’ and “Initiative’
and the promotion of sports activities in schools. The Committee expresses concern that:

@ Sports activities receive insufficient financial support;

(b) The number of children taking part in sports activities in the State party is much
lower than in other countries in the region, particularly for adolescents.

249. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Increaseitsinvestmentsin physical activitiesfor studentsin schools;
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(b)  Takeadditional stepsto promote and support sportsand other leisure
activitiesfor children, giving particular attention to children living outside the main urban
regions.

7. Special protection measures

Refugees

250. Noting the assistance provided by the State party to refugees, the Committee remains
concerned that:

@ There is no specific refugee status determination procedure for minor
asylum-seekers,

(b) Minors do not always have access to psychological care when needed.
251. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:
@ Develop arefugee status deter mination procedure for minor asylum-seekers;
(b) I ntroduce mechanisms providing minorswith accessto psychological care;
(© Ensure full implementation of all the provisions of the Asylum Law 15/98.
Street children

252. Inthelight of its 1995 concluding observations, the Committee remains concerned at the
number of street children in the State party’ s main cities.

253. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Study the causes of children living on the street and the scope of the
problem;

(b) Develop and implement a comprehensive policy to address the causes of
children living on the streets, including through assistance to families and effortsto address
concernswith regard to adequate housing and access to education;

(© Strengthen itsassistance to children currently living on the street, including
with regard to health and education services, food and housing, drug abuse treatment and
counselling;

(d) Ensurethat street children areinformed of their rightsand strengthen
children’s participation in achieving respect for them.
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Substance abuse

254. The Committee notes the “Nationa Strategy in the Fight Against Drugs’, but remains
concerned at the lack of data on substance and alcohol abuse and smoking.

255.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Continueits effortsto prevent substance abuse by children, including
through the prohibition of the sale of such substancesto children and through addressing
factorsleading to vulnerability;

(b) Study theinterrelationship between accidents and substance abuse and take
prevention and law enforcement measuresin thisregard,;

(© Pursueits effortsto use information campaignsto alert children and adults
to therisks of substance abuse, and that the child victims of substance abuse be provided
with appropriate care, rehabilitation and assistance.

Juvenilejustice

256. The Committee welcomes the State party’ s implementation of the Committee’s 1995
recommendations with regard to reform of the juvenile justice system and the social welfare and
security systems. However, the Committee remains concerned that:

@ Children over 16 may not receive the full benefit of relevant protectionsin the
context of juvenile justice proceedings for criminal acts (see, for example, paragraphs 473
and 501 of the State party’ s report);

(b) Juvenilejustice reforms have not been fully implemented,;

(© Data are insufficient with regard to the placement of children with other families
or in institutions.

257. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:
(@) Continueitseffortsto fully implement juvenile justice reform;

(b) Ensurethat thereform processis conducted with a view to ensuring, for all
children, full compliance with international standards, in particular articles 37, 40 and
39 of the Convention, aswell asthe United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the
Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules) and the United Nations Guidelines
for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines);

(©) Ensure, in particular, that children aged 16 and over benefit from full
protection of their rightsin the context of juvenile justice proceedings.
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Minorities

258. Noting the State party’ s policies targeting the specific needs of children of some
minorities, the Committee remains concerned at the difficult socia situation of Roma children
and their insufficient access to the education system.

259. The Committee strongly urgesthe State party to:

(@) Totake measuresto improve and implement mor e effectively existing
legislation and policieswith regard to ensuring protection of therightsof all children of
minority groups, giving particular attention to the situation of Roma children;

(b)  Continueto ensurethe participation of minorities, including children, in
implementing these policies.

8. Optional Protocols

260. The Committee notes the State party’ s intention, as declared during the dialogue, to
proceed with ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, and to adopt relevant domestic
legislation.

261. The Committee recommendsthat the State party also proceed with theratification
of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of
children in armed conflicts.

9. Dissemination of documents

262. Noting the limited dissemination of the State party’ sinitial report, the Committee hopes
that the State party’ s second periodic report will be widely disseminated within the State party.

263. Inlight of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the Committee recommends
that the second periodic report and written repliesto thelist of questions submitted by the
State party be made widely available to the public at large and that the publication of the
report be considered, along with therelevant summary records and concluding
observations adopted by the Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in
order to generate debate and awar eness of the Convention and itsimplementation and
monitoring within all levels of administration of the State party and the general public,
including concer ned non-gover nmental organizations.

Qatar

264. At its 733rd and 734th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.733 and 734), held on 2 October 2001,
the Committee on the Rights of the Child considered the initial report of Qatar
(CRC/C/51/Add.5), which was received on 29 October 1999, and adopted, at the 749th meeting
(CRC/C/SR.749) held on 12 October 2001, the following concluding observations.



CRC/C/111
page 60

A. Introduction

265. The Committee notes that the initial State party report was prepared according to the
Committee' s guidelines for reporting. 1t notes the timely submission of the informative written
answers. The Committee further notes with appreciation the presence of a high-level and
cross-sectoral delegation, which contributed to afrank and open dialogue and a better
understanding of the process of implementation of the Convention.

B. Positive aspects

266. The Committee welcomes the adoption of Law No. 25 of 2001 concerning free and
compulsory education for al children in the State party.

267. The Committee welcomes the establishment of the Supreme Council of Family Affairs.

268. The Committee welcomes the establishment of the national programme for the
dissemination of the Convention.

269. The Committee welcomes new initiatives undertaken by the State party, such as the
programme to develop kindergartens, and the launch of aroad safety campaign.

270.  The Committee welcomes the State party’ s ratification of the ILO Worst Forms of Child
Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182).

271. The Committee notes with appreciation the generous financia aid given to developing
countries.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the
implementation of the Convention

272. Noting the universal values of equality and tolerance inherent in Islam, the Committee
observes that in the State party narrow interpretations of 1slamic texts, particularly in areas
relating to personal status law, may impede the enjoyment of some human rights protected under
the Convention.

D. Principal subjectsof concern and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
Reservation
273.  The Committee welcomes information that the State party is re-examining its reservation
to the Convention with aview to amending or withdrawing it. The Committee is concerned that
the broad and imprecise nature of the State party’ s general reservation potentially negates many

of the Conventions provisions and raises concern as to its compatibility with the object and
purpose of the Convention, as well asthe overall implementation of the Convention.
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274. The Committee encouragesthe State party to expeditiously completeits
re-examination of itsreservation with a view to narrowing and ultimately withdrawing it,
in accor dance with the Vienna Declaration and Plan of Action of the World Conference on
Human Rights of 1993.

L egidation

275.  The Committee notes the draft Children’s Bill; however, it is concerned that several
rights contained in the Convention (such as non-discrimination, article 2) are not adequately
reflected in domestic law.

276. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Conduct a comprehensivereview of its domestic laws, including
administrative regulations and legal procedural rules, to ensure that they conform to
international human rights standards, including the Convention;

(b) Ensurethe speedy promulgation of legislation relating to child rightsand its
effective implementation; and

(© Ensurethat laws are sufficiently clear and precise, are published, and are
accessibleto the public.

Coordination

277.  The Committee notes that the Supreme Council for Family Affairsisthe lead body in
Qatar entrusted with the implementation of the Convention, which it endeavours to accomplish
through its various voluntary committees (e.g. the Committee on Maternity and the Child, the
Women's Affairs Committee, etc.). However, the Committee is concerned that its approach to
the Convention is not sufficiently rights based, and therefore the effectiveness of these
committees in the full implementation of the Convention islimited. Moreover, the Committee
notes that Qatar’ s National Report on the Follow-up to the World Summit for Children indicated
that over bureaucratization and a poor level of inter-organizational communication have
contributed to a duplication of programmes, the wasting of resources, and an inability to learn
from the experiences gained by other institutions.

278. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Ensurethat the preparation and implementation of its next 10-year national
strategy and national plan of action for children, including the implementation of the
Convention, is compr ehensive, human rights-based and undertaken through an open,
consultative and participatory process, and

(b) Givegreater attention to intersectoral coordination and cooper ation at and
between national and local levels of gover nment.
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Cooper ation with civil society

279. Noting the establishment of the Committee for Coordination between Government
Agencies and Non-Governmental Associations, the Committee is concerned that insufficient
efforts have been made to involve civil society in the implementation of the Convention,
particularly in the area of civil rights and freedoms.

280. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Consider a systematic approach to involving civil society, especially
children’s associations, throughout all stages of the implementation of the Convention,
including with respect to civil rights and freedoms; and

(b) Ensurethat legislation regulating NGOs conformsto article 15 of the
Convention and other international standardson freedom of association, asa step in
facilitating and strengthening their participation.

Data collection

281. The Committee welcomes information that the Planning Council is working to create an
integrated database on the family.

282. The Committee encouragesthe State party:

(@) To continue its effortsto establish a system such that disaggregated data are
collected on all personsunder 18 years of age for all areas covered by the Convention,
including the most vulnerable groups (i.e. non-nationals, children living in remote ar eas,
children with disabilities, children of economically disadvantaged households, etc.), and to
use these data to assess progress and design policiesto implement the Convention; and

(b)  Toseek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF.
Monitoring structures

283. The Committee notes information from the del egation concerning the establishment of a
telephone “ safety-line” for children.

284. The Committee encouragesthe State party to develop and strengthen this service
for children at risk.

285. The Committee is concerned at the absence of an independent mechanism with a mandate
to monitor and evaluate regularly progress in the implementation of the Convention and to
receive and address complaints.



CRC/C/111
page 63

286. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Establish an independent national human rightsinstitution in accordance
with the Paris Principlesrelating to the status of national institutionsfor the promotion
and protection of human rights (General Assembly resolution 48/134) to monitor and
evaluate progressin the implementation of the Convention at the national and local levels.
Thisinstitution should be accessible to children and empowered to receive and investigate
complaints of violations of child rightsin a child-sensitive manner and to addressthem
effectively; and

(b)  Seek technical assistance from, among others, OHCHR and UNICEF.
Resour ce allocation

287.  The Committee notes significant investment in and increased budgetary allocation for
health, education and other parts of the socia sector.

288. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Continue and strengthen its efforts to allocate the maximum available
resour ces - human and financial - to health, education, culture and other social services;

(b) Undertake similar effortsto ensure full implementation of the Convention;
and

(© Systematically assess the impact of budgetary allocations on the
implementation of child rights.

Training/dissemination of the Convention

289. The Committee welcomes the establishment of the national programme for the
dissemination of the Convention. However, it is concerned that awareness of the Convention
amongst professionals working with and for children and the general public, including children
themselves, remainslow. The Committee is concerned that the State party is not undertaking
adeguate dissemination, awareness-raising and training activities in a systematic and targeted
manner.

290. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Strengthen, expand and continueits programme for the dissemination of
information on the Convention and itsimplementation among children and parents, civil
society, and all sectors and levels of gover nment, including initiativesto reach those
vulnerable groupswho areilliterate or without formal education;

(b) Develop systematic and ongoing training programmes on human rights,
including children’srights, for all professional groupsworking for and with children
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(e.g. judges, lawyers, law enforcement officials, civil servants, local gover nment officials,
personnel working in institutions and places of detention for children, teachersand health
personnel); and

(© Seek assistance from, among others, OHCHR and UNICEF.
2. Definition of the child

291. The Committee is concerned that the minimum ages for marriage and employment are
unclear under Qatari law.

292. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party review itslegisation so that the
minimum-age requirementsfor marriage and employment conform to the principles and
provisions of the Convention, are gender neutral and are explicit, and ensure that they are
enforced by law.

3. General principles
Non-discrimination

293. Noting the significant achievements in the improvement in the status of women in Qatar,
the Committee is nevertheless concerned that discrimination, contrary to article 2 of the
Convention, persistsin the State party. In particular, the Committee is concerned about
discrimination against females and children born out of wedlock under existing personal status
law (e.g. in inheritance, custody and guardianship).

294. |In accordancewith article 2 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party:

(@) Take effective measur es, including enacting or rescinding legislation where
necessary, to prevent and eliminate discrimination on grounds of sex and birth in all fields
of civil, economic, political, social and cultural life;

(b) Undertake all possible measuresto reconcile fundamental human rightswith
I slamic texts;

(© Take all appropriate measures, such as comprehensive public education
campaigns, to prevent and combat negative societal attitudesin thisregard, particularly
within the family; and

(d)  Train members of thelegal profession, especially thejudiciary, to be
gender-sensitive. Religiousleaders should be mobilized to support such efforts.

295. The Committee is concerned at the disparities in the enjoyment of economic and social
rights, particularly the rights to health and education, experienced by children living in rural
areas and non-national children.
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296. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Take all necessary measuresto ensurethat all children within itsjurisdiction
enjoy all therights set out in the Convention without discrimination, in accor dance with
article 2;

(b)  Continueto prioritize and target resour ces and social servicesfor children
belonging to the most vulnerable groups,; and

(©) Consider ratifying the Inter national Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workersand Members of Their Families.

297. The Committeerequeststhat specific information beincluded in the next periodic
report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related I ntolerance, and taking account of the Committee's general
comment No. 1 on article 29 (1) of the Convention on the aims of education.

Best inter ests of the child

298. The Committee is concerned that in actions concerning children, such as in matters
relating to family law, the genera principle of the best interests of the child contained in article 3
of the Convention is not always a primary consideration.

299. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party review itslegislation and
administrative measuresto ensurethat article 3 of the Convention isduly reflected therein
and that thisprincipleistaken into account when administrative, policy, court or other
decisions are made.

Right tolife

300. The Committeeis seriously concerned that under the 1994 Juvenile Act thereisa
possibility that the death penalty or life imprisonment may be imposed for offences committed
by persons when they were under 18 years old, contrary to articles 6 and 37 (a) of the
Convention.

301. TheCommitteestrongly recommendsthat the State party takeimmediate stepsto
ensurethat the law prohibitsthe imposition of the death penalty or life imprisonment for
crimes committed by personsunder 18.

Respect for the views of the child

302. The Committee is concerned that traditional attitudes towards children in society may
limit the respect for their views, especially within the family and schools.



CRC/C/111
page 66

303. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Continueto promote and facilitate within the family, the school, institutions,
the courts, and administrative bodiesrespect for the views of children and their
participation in all matter s affecting them, in accordance with article 12 of the Convention;

(b) Develop skills-training programmes in community settings for parents,
teachers, social workersand local officials so that they can learn how to help children to
expresstheir informed views and opinions and to take those views into consider ation; and

(© Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF.

4. Civil rightsand freedoms
Nationality

304. The Committee is concerned that the 1961 Nationality Act does not grant citizenship to
children of Qatari women married to non-nationals, as it does where the father is Qatari.

305. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party ensuretheright of achild toa
nationality without discrimination on the basis of either parent’s sex, in accordance with
articles2 and 7 of the Convention.
Protection from torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
306. The Committeeis seriously concerned that, contrary to article 37 (a) of the Convention,
under the 1994 Juvenile Act there is a possibility that persons under 18 may be subject to judicial
sanctions such as flogging.
307. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take immediate stepsto ensure
that the law prohibitsthe imposition of flogging and other forms of cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment on persons who may have committed crimes when
they were under 18.

5. Family environment and alternative care

Violence/abuse/neglect/maltreatment

308. The Committeeis concerned that there is insufficient information about and awareness of
theill-treatment of children within the family and institutions.

309. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Conduct a study to assess the nature and extent of ill-treatment and abuse of
children, and design policies and programmesto addressit;
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(b)  Takelegidative measuresto prohibit all forms of physical and mental
violence against children, including corporal punishment and sexual abuse in the family
and in institutions;

(© Carry out public education campaigns about the negative consequences of
ill-treatment of children and promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline as an
alternativeto corporal punishment;

(d) Establish effective procedures and mechanismsto receive, monitor and
investigate complaints, including inter vention wher e necessary;

(e Investigate and prosecute cases of ill-treatment, ensuring that the abused
child isnot victimized in legal proceedings and that hig’her privacy is protected;

) Provide care, recovery and reintegration for victims;

(9) Train teachers, law enforcement officials, careworkers, judges and health
professionalsin the identification, reporting and management of ill-tr eatment cases; and

(h)  Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
6. Basic health and welfare

Adolescent health
310. The Committee is concerned that there is insufficient information available in relation to
adolescent health and insufficient access by adolescents to reproductive and mental health
counselling services.
311. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Ensurethat adolescents have accessto and are provided with education on
reproductive health and other adolescent health issues, aswell aswith child-sensitive and

confidential counselling services;

(b) Strengthen effortsin the area of adolescent health education within the
educational system; and

(© Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
Children with disabilities
312. The Committee notes the establishment of the National Committee for Persons with

Special Needs and the drafting of the Persons with Special Needs Bill. It further notes the State
party’s efforts at awareness-raising and inclusion.
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313. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Review existing policiesand practicein relation to children with disabilities,
including draft legislation, taking due regard of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of
Opportunitiesfor Personswith Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and of the
Committee’' srecommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “Children with
Disabilities’ (see CRC/C/69);

(b)  Continuetoinvolve children with disabilities and their familiesin the
development of surveysand policy review;

(© Undertake greater effortsto make available the necessary professional and
financial resour ces;

(d) Undertake greater effortsto promote and expand community-based
rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups, and inclusive education of
children with all forms of disability; and

(e Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

Education

314. The Committee is concerned that the aims of education presented in the report do not
adequately reflect the aims outlined in article 29 of the Convention, in particular that:

@ The system of public education continues to emphasize rote learning rather than
analytical skills development and is not child-centred;

(b) The choice of some preparatory- and secondary-level programmes may be
restricted for girls; and

(©) The development and respect for human rights, tolerance and equality of the sexes
and religious and ethnic minorities are not explicitly part of the curricula.

315. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party, taking into account the
Committee’ s general comment No. 1 on the aims of education:

(@) Undertake a process of curriculum and teaching methodology reform - with
thefull participation of children - which stresses the importance of critical thinking and
problem-solving skills development;

(b) Direct education to the development of the child’ s per sonality, talentsand
mental and physical abilitiesto their fullest potential;
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(© Includein the curricula, human rights education, including on children’s
rights, particularly with respect to the development and respect for human rights,
tolerance, and equality of the sexes and religious and ethnic minorities; and

(d)  Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and UNESCO.

316. Noting the 1993 Ministerial Decree which bans corporal punishment in schools, the
Committee remains concerned that thisissue is not addressed effectively.

317. The Committee recommendsthat the State party raise awar eness of the negative
impact of corporal punishment among teachers and other professionalsworking in schools,
and take other appropriate measuresto prevent and eliminateit.

8. Special measures of protection
Economic exploitation

318. The Committeeis concerned about the lack of information on child labour within the
agricultural and domestic service sectors.

319. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Undertake a national survey on the causes, extent and impact of child
labour;

(b) Implement the ILO Minimum Age Recommendation, 1973 (No. 146) and
the Worst Forms of Child Labour Recommendation, 1999 (No. 190);

(© Ratify the ILO Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138); and
(d)  Seek assistance from, among others, ILO.
Camé racing

320. The Committee is seriously concerned at the hazardous situation of children involved in
camel racing. In particular, it is concerned that sometimes very young children are involved; are
trafficked, particularly from Africa (i.e. the Sudan) and South Asia; and are denied education and
health care; and that such involvement produces serious injuries, even fatalities. It concurswith
the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations which
has previously indicated that the employment of children as camel jockeys constitutes dangerous
work under article 3 (1) of ILO Convention No. 138.

321. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party in accordance with article 32 of
the Convention and thelLO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182),
which the State party hasratified:
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(@ Takeimmediate and effective stepsto ensure theimplementation of article 32
of the Convention and 1L O Convention No. 182, taking into account |LO Recommendation
No. 190;

(b) Implement - in compliance with all international labour standards- the
recommendations of the Committee established by the Supreme Council of Family Affairs
to examinetheissue of children in camel racing;

(© Continueto strengthen its effortsto undertake aregional initiativein this
regard, including bilateral and multilateral cooperation; and

(d) Seek assistancefrom ILO.
Administration of juvenilejustice

322. The Committee is concerned that persons under 18 may be prosecuted for crimesin the
same manner as adults (i.e. without special procedures), and be subject to the same penalties as
adults. Moreover, the Committee is concerned at the criminalization of status offences.

323. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Establish a minimum age of criminal responsibility that isin accordance with
the principles and provisions of the Convention;

(b) Ensurethat itslegisation and practice concer ning juvenile justice fully
reflect the provisions of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, aswell as other
relevant international standardsin thisarea, such asthe Beijing Rules, the Riyadh
Guidelines, the United Nations Rulesfor the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty, and the Vienna Guidelinesfor Action on Children in the Criminal Justice System;

(© Expedite the promulgation of the draft juvenile justice law, ensuring that it is
applicableto all personsunder 18 and that adequate resources are allocated for its effective
implementation;

(d) Ensurethat the deprivation of liberty isonly used asa measure of last resort,
for the shortest possibletime, isauthorized by a court, and that personsunder 18 are not
detained with adults;

(e Ensurethat children have accessto legal aid and independent and effective
complaints mechanisms;

() Consider alternative measuresto deprivation of liberty, such as probation,
community service or suspended sentences,

(9) Train professionalsin the area of rehabilitation and social reintegration of
children; and
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(h) Seek assistance from, among others, OHCHR, the Centrefor International
Crime Prevention, the I nternational Network on Juvenile Justice and UNICEF, through
the Coordination Panel on Technical Advice and Assistance on Juvenile Justice.

9. Optional Protocols

324. The Committee encouragesthe State party to ratify the Optional Protocolsto the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nography, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

10. Dissemination of documents

325. Finally, the Committee recommendsthat in accor dance with article 44,

paragraph 6, of the Convention, theinitial report presented by the State party be made
widely available to the public at large and that consider ation be given to the publication of
thereport along with the written answersto thelist of issuesraised by the Committee, the
relevant summary records of the discussion and the concluding obser vations adopted by
the Committee following its consider ation of thereport. Such a document should be widely
distributed in order to generate debate and awar eness of the Convention and its
implementation and monitoring within the Gover nment, the parliament and the general
public, including concer ned non-gover nmental or ganizations.

Cameroon

326. The Committee considered the initial report of Cameroon (CRC/C/28/Add.16),

received on 4 April 2000, at its 737th and 738th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.737-738), held

on 4 October 2001 and adopted at the 749th meeting (CRC/C/SR.749), held on 12 October 2001,
the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

327.  The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’ sinitial report, which
followed the established guidelines. The Committee also takes note of the timely submission

of the written repliesto itslist of issues (CRC/C/Q/CAM/1), which alowed for aclearer
understanding of the situation of children in the State party. The Committee also notes the
constructive, open and frank dialogue it had with the delegation of the State party. The
Committee acknowledges that the presence of a high-ranking delegation directly involved in the
implementation of the Convention allowed for afuller assessment of the rights of children in the
State party.

B. Positive aspects
328. The Committee welcomes the adoption of:
@ The Act on Education Guidelines (Act 98/004);

(b) The Act containing the Health Framework Law (Act 96/03);
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(© The Act on the Control of Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and
Precursors and on Extradition and Judicial Assistance in connection with Trafficking in
Children, Psychotropic Substances and Precursors (Act 97/019);

(d) The Finance Act 2000/08 incorporating the principle of free primary education at
public schools;

(e The Decree providing for the Organization and Operation of Early Childhood
Facilities (2001/110/PM).

329. The Committee also welcomes the ratification of ILO Convention No. 138 concerning
Minimum Age for Admission to Employment by a decree of 17 April 2001.

330. The Committee welcomes the establishment, in 1998, of the Children’ s Parliament.

331. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the State party is party to al six
United Nations human rights treaties and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child.

332. The Committee appreciates the actions undertaken by the State party to ameliorate the
situation of refugee children.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Convention

333. The Committee acknowledges that the economic and socia difficulties facing the State
party have had a negative impact on the situation of children and have impeded the full
implementation of the Convention. In particular, the fact that the State party is composed

of 230 ethnic tribes with different languages, the legal dual system (civil and common law), the
coexistence of customary law and statutory law, traditional practices not conducive to children’s
rights and the high rate of illiteracy affect the full implementation of the Convention. The
remoteness and inaccessibility of some areas, as well the disparity in their development, also
affect the full implementation of the Convention.

D. Principal subjectsof concern and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
L egidation
334. The Committee notes the process begun by the State party to harmonize existing
legislation with the Convention, but it remains concerned that the domestic legislation, including
customary law, is very fragmented and partly unsuitable, outdated and not in conformity with the

Convention, and at the continued existence of customs and traditions which impede children
fully enjoying their rights.
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335. The Committee encouragesthe State party to take all necessary measuresto ensure
that itsdomestic legisation conformsfully to the principles and provisions of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. In that respect, the Committee recommends that
the State party:

@ Take steps, using a rights-based approach, to har monize existing legislation,
including customary law, with the Convention;

(b)  Consider the adoption of a comprehensive children’s code, reflecting the
general principlesof the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

(© Adopt a comprehensive family code.
Coordination

336. While the Committee notes that the Ministry of Social Affairs, and more particularly its
Departments for the Well-being of Families and Children and for Solidarity, isin charge of the
coordination of governmental action on questions relating to children, it is concerned at the lack
of an inter-institutional mechanism responsible for coordination at the national level, and
particularly at the local level, of the promotion and implementation of the Convention. It isalso
concerned that there is no comprehensive strategy for the implementation of the various plans of
action relevant to the rights of children.

337. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take all necessary measuresto
allocate principal responsibility for coordinating implementation of the Convention to a
single body or mechanism. For this purpose, the Committee also recommendsthat
adeguate human and financial resour ces be allocated and appropriate measures be taken
toincludeNGOs.

Independent/monitoring structures

338. The Committee takes note of Decree No. 90/1549 of 8 November 1990 establishing a
National Committee on Human Rights and Freedoms. However, the Committee is concerned at
the lack of an independent mechanism to monitor and evaluate effectively progressin the
implementation of the Convention, and empowered to receive and address complaints.

339. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Consider establishing an independent national human rightsinstitution in
accordance with the Principlesrelating to the status of national institutionsfor the
promotion and protection of human rights (General Assembly resolution 48/134), to
monitor and evaluate progressin theimplementation of the Convention at the national and
local levels. Thisinstitution should be accessible to children and be empower ed to receive
and investigate complaints of violations of child rightsin a child-sensitive manner and to
addressthem effectively;
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(b) Continue effortsto develop good gover nance strategy and to combat
corruption, especially in the social sector;

(© Seek technical assistance from, inter alia, OHCHR and UNICEF.
Resourcesfor children

340. While noting the State party’s priority of increasing the budget allocated to education, the
Committee expresses its concern at the decrease in government spending and its adverse impact
on the funding of social servicesfor children in particular. The Committee is also concerned that
insufficient attention has been paid to article 4 of the Convention regarding the implementation
to the “maximum extent of ... available resources’ of economic, social and cultural rights of
children.

341. Whilerecognizing thedifficult economic conditions, the Committee recommends
that the State party:

@ Make every effort to increase the proportion of the budget allocated to the
realization of children’srightsand, in this context, to ensurethe provision of appropriate
human resour ces and to guar antee that the implementation of policiesrelating to children
areapriority;

(b) Develop waysto establish systematic assessment of theimpact of budgetary
allocations on the implementation of children’srights, and to collect and disseminate
information in thisregard.

Data collection

342.  While welcoming the publication of the indicators for children and women by the
Department of Statistics and National Accounts, the Committee is concerned at the lack of
systematic and comprehensive collection of disaggregated data for all areas covered by the
Convention and in relation to all groups of children in order to monitor and evaluate progress
achieved and assess the impact of policies adopted with respect to children.

343. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Develop a system of data collection and indicator s consistent with the
Convention, disaggregated by gender, age, indigenous and minority groups, and urban and
rural areas. Thissystem should cover all children up to the age of 18 years, with specific
emphasis on those who ar e particularly vulnerable, including children victims of abuse,
neglect or ill-treatment; children with disabilities; children belonging to marginalized
groups, such as Pygmy, Bororos and Mafa children; and other children in need of special
protection (see sect. 8 below);

(b) Usetheseindicatorsand data for the formulation and evaluation of policies
and programmesfor the effective implementation of the Convention.
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Cooper ation with civil society

344. Taking note of the Act on Non-Governmental Organizations (Act 99/014), the
Committee is concerned that insufficient efforts have been made to implement this legislation
and to involve civil society in the implementation of the Convention, particularly in the area of
civil rights and freedoms.

345. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

€)] Systematically involve communities and civil society, including children’s
associations, throughout all stages of the implementation of the Convention, including
legislation procedure and formulation of policies and programmes and including with
respect to civil rightsand freedoms,

(b) Ensurethat legislation regulating NGOsis fully implemented.
Dissemination of training on the Convention

346. While aware of the measures undertaken to promote widespread awareness of the
principles and provisions of the Convention (e.g. through radio programmes, seminars and
workshops), the Committee is of the opinion that these measures need to be strengthened and
systematized. In thisrespect, the Committeeis concerned at the lack of a systematic plan to
introduce training and awareness among professional groups working for and with children.

347. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Strengthen its effortsto disseminate the principles and provisions of the
Convention asa measur e to sensitize society about children’srightsthrough social
mobilization;

(b)  Trandatethe Convention into the major written national languagesto
achieve its widespread dissemination;

(© Systematically involve community leadersin its programmesin order to fight
against customs and traditionswhich impede the implementation of the Convention, and
adopt creative communication measuresfor illiterate people;

(d) Provide systematic education and training on the provisions of the
Convention for all professional groupsworking for and with children, in particular
parliamentarians, judges, lawyers, law enfor cement officials, civil servants, municipal and
local workers, personnel working in institutions and places of detention for children,
teachers, health personnel, including psychologists, and social workers;

(e Strengthen the focus on children’srightsin the educational and advocacy
role of the National Committee for Human Rights and Freedoms;



CRC/C/111
page 76

) Introduce human rights education, including the rights of the child, into the
school curricula;

(9 Seek technical assistance from, inter alia, OHCHR and UNICEF.
2. Definition of the Child

348. The Committeeis concerned at the difference between the minimum legal ages for
marriage of boys (18 years) and that of girls (15 years), which is gender discriminatory and
allowsfor the practice of early marriage, which is still widespread. The Committeeis further
concerned that the minimum and upper age limits have not been set for compulsory education,
that a child below the age of 18 years may be recruited into the armed forces with parenta
consent and at the lack of a minimum age for medical counselling without parental consent.

349. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Raisethe minimum age for marriageto 18 for both boysand girls; and
develop sensitization programmes involving community leader s and society at large,
including children themselves, to curb the practice of early marriage;

(b)  Set aminimum and upper age limit for compulsory education;

(© Set a minimum age of 18 yearsfor recruitment into the armed for ces,
without any possibility of recruitment below that age, even with parental consent;

(d) Set a minimum age for medical counselling without parental consent, to
make access to health services possible for adolescents.

3. General principles
Non-discrimination

350. While noting that discrimination is prohibited under the Constitution and noting that the
State party has recently taken measures to increase the enrolment in schools of girlsin priority
education zones, the Committee is concerned at the persistence of discrimination in the State
party. In particular, the Committeeis concerned at the disparitiesin the enjoyment of rights
experienced by children belonging to the most vulnerable groups (e.g. girls, children with
disabilities, children born out of wedlock; children from rural areas, least developed provinces
(Far-North, North and Adamawa); Pygmy children and children from other marginalized
population groups.

351. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Make greater effortsto ensurethat all children within itsjurisdiction enjoy
all therights set out in the Convention without discrimination, in accor dance with article 2;
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(b) Prioritize and target social servicesto children belonging to the marginalized
and most vulnerable groups.

352. The Committeerequeststhat specific information beincluded in the next periodic
report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related I ntolerance, taking account of general comment No. 1 on
article 29.1 of the Convention (aims of education).

Theright to life, survival and development

353. The Committee is deeply concerned at the living conditions of children detained in jails
and prisons, which are so deplorable that they endanger their life.

354. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take all necessary measuresto
ensurethat detained children are provided accessto health and education services and with
food, and that the conditions meet the needs of the children and are compatible with the
rightsunder the Convention.

Respect for the views of the child

355.  While noting that the much appreciated Children’ s Parliament serves as a forum for
children to express their views, the Committee is concerned that respect for the views of the
child remains limited within the family, in schools, in the courts and before administrative
authorities and in the society at large owing to traditional attitudes.

356. The Committee encouragesthe State party to pursueits effortsto:

(@) Promote and facilitate within the family, in schools, in the courts, including
customary courts, and in administrative bodiesrespect for the views of children and their
participation in all matters affecting them, in accor dance with their age and maturity, in
thelight of article 12 of the Convention;

(b) Provide educational information to, inter_alia, parents, teachers, gover nment
administrative officials, thejudiciary, traditional leaders and society at large on children’s
right to participate and to have their viewstaken into consideration;

(© Establish municipal councilsfor children.
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4. Civil rightsand freedoms
Birth registration

357. Whiletaking note of Ordinance No. 81/2 of 29 June 1981 which makesit an obligation to
declare a birth to the registry official at the place of birth, and the designation of special
registration officers, the Committee remains concerned at the large numbers of children whose
birth is not being registered.

358. Inthelight of article 7 of the Convention, the Committee urgesthe State party to
increaseitseffortsto ensuretheregistration of all children at birth, including through
awar eness-raising campaigns, and to consider introducing mobileregistration units.

Tortureand ill-treatment

359. Further to the report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment on his visit to Cameroon (E/CN.4/2000/9/Add.2) and in line
with the concluding observations of the Committee against Torture (A/56/44, paras. 60-66) and
of the Human Rights Committee (A/55/40, paras. 184-227), the Committee is deeply concerned
that children are victims of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, sometimes constituting
torture, committed notably at police stations, in detention places and in prisons. The Committee
isalso very concerned at some instances of forced disappearance and extrgjudicial execution of
children.

360. Inthelight of therecommendations of the Committee against Torture and of the
Human Rights Committee, the Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Addressthe causes and incidence of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment of children, in order to end and prevent these violations of children’srights;

(b) Establish an independent mechanism to investigate reports of torture, forced
disappear ance and extrajudicial execution of children and to bring tojustice the persons
responsible;

(© Adopt legislative measuresfor the fullest compensation and rehabilitation of
child victims of torture;

(d) Establish accessible and child-sensitive structuresfor complaints of children;
and

(e Systematically train the police force, prison staff and the judiciary on the
human rights of children.
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5. Family environment and alternative care
Recovery of children’s maintenance allowance

361. While domestic legidlation includes provisions for the payment of a maintenance
allowance in the case of divorce or judicial separation, the Committee is concerned at the lack of
implementation of these provisions, due mainly to widespread ignorance of the law, and at the
lack of legal provisions regarding maintenance for children born out of wedlock.

362. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Make widely known, notably to women who areilliterate, the provisions of
domestic legidlation concer ning the payment of a maintenance allowance;

(b) Ensurethat professional groupsdealing with thisissue are adequately
trained and that courtsare stricter regarding the recovery of allowances from solvent
parentswho refuse to pay;

(© Take measuresto ensure asfar as possible the maintenance of children born
out of wedlock by their parents, particularly their fathers.

Children deprived of their family environment

363. The Committeeisvery concerned that current facilities available for the alternative care
of children deprived of their family environment are insufficient and that many children do not
have access to such assistance. In addition, the Committee expresses concern at the lack of
appropriate training of staff and of a clear policy regarding the review of placements of children
in adternative care. The Committeeis also concerned that thereis no legidative structure for the
protection of the best interests of the child in cases of intercountry adoption.

364. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:
(@ Urgently adopt a programmeto strengthen and increase alter native care
opportunitiesfor children, inter alia through the reinforcement of existing structures, the

improved training of staff and the allocation of increased resour cesto relevant bodies;

(b) Providefor regular periodic review of the placement of children in
institutions,

(© Establish aformal procedureto guarantee the best interests of the child in
cases of intercountry adoption and consider ratifying the 1993 Hague Convention on the
Protection of Children and Cooper ation in Respect of Inter country Adoption; and

(d) Seek assistance from UNICEF in thisregard.
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Protection from abuse and neglect

365. While noting that child abuse is a crime under article 350 of the Penal Code, and that a
national study on violence and abuse against children has been launched by the Ministry of
Socia Affairs, the Committeeis deeply concerned at the very high incidence of abuse within
family and in schoolsin the State party and at the lack of statistical datain thisregard.

366. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Complete as soon as possible the study on violence at home and in schools
undertaken by the Ministry of Social Affairs, and assess the scope, nature and causes of
such violence, in order to adopt effective measures and policies, in confor mity with
article 19 of the Convention, and to contribute to changing attitudes;

(b) Properly investigate cases of domestic violence and violence in schools
through a child-sensitive judicial procedure, and that sanctions be applied to perpetrators,
dueregard being given to guaranteeing theright to privacy of the child;

(© Give appropriate weight to children’sviewsin legal proceedings, provide
support servicesto child witnessesin legal proceedings, and servicesfor physical and
psychological recovery and social reintegration of the victims of rape, abuse, neglect,
ill-treatment, violence or exploitation, in accordance with article 39 of the Convention; and
take measuresto prevent the criminalization and stigmatization of victims,

(d)  Seek technical assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF.
6. Basic health and welfare

367. Whiletaking note of the adoption of several national programmes relating to child
survival, and the establishment of a sub-department for family health within the Ministry of
Public Health, the Committee is deeply concerned at the high and increasing infant and
under-five mortality rates and low life expectancy in the State party. The Committee also
remains concerned that health servicesin the districts and local areas continue to lack adequate
resources (both financial and human). In addition, the Committee is concerned that the survival
and development of children in the State party continue to be threatened by early childhood
diseases, such as acute respiratory infections and diarrhoea, and by chronic malnutrition.
Concern is also expressed at the poor state of sanitation and at the insufficient access to safe
drinking water, especially in rural communities.

368. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:
@ Reinforceits effortsto allocate appropriate resour ces and develop and

implement compr ehensive policies and programmesto improve the health situation of
children, particularly in rural areas,
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(b) Facilitate greater accessto primary health-care services; reduce the
incidence of maternal, child and infant mortality; prevent and combat malnutrition,
especially among vulnerable and disadvantaged groups of children; promote proper
breastfeeding practices; and increase accessto safe drinking water and sanitation;

(©) Pur sue additional avenuesfor cooperation and assistance for child health
improvement with, inter alia, WHO and UNI CEF.

Adolescent health

369. The Committee is concerned that insufficient attention has been given to adolescent
health issues, including developmental, mental and reproductive health concerns, and substance
abuse. The Committeeisalso concerned at the particular situation of girls, given, for instance,
the very high percentage of early marriages, which can have a negative impact on their health.

370. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Undertake a comprehensive study to assess the nature and extent of
adolescent health problems, with the full participation of adolescents, and usethis study as
abasisfor the formulation of adolescent health policies and programmes, paying particular
attention to adolescent girls;

(b)  Strengthen mental health and adolescent-sensitive counselling services and
make them accessible to adolescents.

HIV/AIDS

371. While noting the existence of anational AIDS prevention programme and the efforts of
the State party in that respect (e.g. agreement with pharmaceutical companies to ensure cheap
access to AIDS drugs), the Committee remains extremely concerned at the high and increasing
prevalence of HIV/AIDS among adults and children, and the resulting number of children
orphaned by HIV/AIDS. Inthisregard, the Committee is concerned at the lack of alternative
care for these children.

372. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Increaseitseffortsto prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and takeinto
consider ation the recommendations the Committee adopted on itsday of general discussion
on children livingin aworld with HIV/AIDS (CRC/C/80, para. 243);

(b) Urgently consider ways of minimizing theimpact on children of the
HIV/AIDSrelated deaths of parents, teachersand others, in terms of children’sreduced
accessto a family life, to adoption, to emotional care and education;
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(© Involve children in formulating and implementing preventive policies and
programmes,

(d) Seek further technical assistance from, inter_alia, UNAIDS.
Traditional harmful practices

373.  While noting that the prevalence of female genital mutilation is not as high in the State
party asin other countries of the region, the Committee is concerned at the use of this practice in
the State party and at the lack of legal prohibition or national strategy of prevention of this
practice.

374. The Committee urgesthe State party to adopt legislation prohibiting the practice of
female genital mutilation and to implement programmesto sensitize the population about
the har mful effectsof thispractice. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take
advantage of the effortsin thisregard made by other Statesin theregion.

Children with disabilities

375.  Noting the current efforts by the State party (notably Act No. 83/013 of 21 July 1983 on
the Protection of Disabled Persons and the Establishment of a Sub-Department for the Protection
of Disabled Persons within the Ministry of Social Affairs), the Committee is concerned at the
lack of statistical data on children with disabilitiesin the State party, at the situation of children
with physical and mental disabilities and, in particular, at the limited specialized health care,
education and employment possibilities available for them. The Committee is concerned further
that poor health conditions and poverty are leading to an increase in the number of children with
disabilities.

376. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Ensurethe use of adequate and compr ehensive data in the development of
policies and programmes for children with disabilities;

(b) Review the situation of these children in terms of their accessto suitable
health care, education services and employment opportunities;

(© Take note of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor
Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee's
recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on therights of children with
disabilities (see CRC/C/69);

(d)  Allocate adequate resour cesto strengthen servicesfor children with
disabilities, to support their familiesand for training of professionalsin thefield;

(e Strengthen policies and programmes of inclusion in regular education, train
teacher s and make schools accessible;



CRC/C/111
page 83

) Carry out genetic and other studiesto assessthe causes of disabilitiesin the
State party;

(9 Sensitize the population to the human rights of children with disabilities;
(h)  Seek assistancefrom, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO.
Standard of living

377.  The Committee notes the challenging socio-economic situation and the comprehensive
debt reduction package recently agreed under the International Monetary Fund/World Bank
enhanced heavily indebted poor countriesinitiative. However, it is concerned about the
increasingly high number of children who do not enjoy their right to an adequate standard of
living, including children belonging to poor families, AIDS orphans, street children, children
living in remote rural and other under-developed areas, and children belonging to marginalized
groups of the population. In addition, while taking note of the State party’ s intention to improve
the coverage of the social security system, it joins the State party in expressing concern at the
limited access to such assistance, and the need to reform the social security system.

378. In accordancewith article 27 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that
the State party:

(@) Reinforceits effortsto provide support and material assistanceto
economically disadvantaged families and to guarantee theright of children to an adequate
standard of living;

(b) Pay particular attention to therightsand needs of children in the Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper and in all programmesintended to improve the standard of
living in the country;

(© Cooper ate and coordinateits efforts with civil society and local communities;

(d) Reform the social security system, with a view to broadening its coverage
after completion of the studies undertaken by the State party to thisend.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

379.  While noting the adoption of the Act on Education Guidelines (Act No. 98/004) and the
Finance Act 2000/08, the Committee remains deeply concerned that primary education is not yet
entirely freeto all in the State party. The Committeeis aso concerned at the low education
levels among children in the State party, gender, rural/urban and regional disparities in school
attendance, the limited access of children with disabilities to formal or vocational educational
opportunities, the number of children who are several years behind in their primary education,
the high drop-out rate from school, the large number of children per classroom and the declinein
the number of primary-school teachers due to the freeze on their recruitment. The Committeeis
also concerned at the very high prevalence of violence against, and sexual abuse of childrenin
schools.



CRC/C/111
page 84

380. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Urgently implement the Finance Act 2000/08 to make primary education free
to all and in addition provide financial assistance for the costs of transportation, when
needed, uniforms and other school materialsfor poor families;

(b) Raisetheleve of educational achievement among children through,
inter alia, effectively decreasing the drop-out rate, increasing the number of classrooms
and teachers, providinginitial and ongoing training of teachers and school inspectors,
developing standar d national textbooks and increasing the rates of enrolment;

(©) Ensurethat children with disabilities have access to formal and vocational
educational opportunitiesand that girlsand boys, aswell as children from urban, rural
and least developed areas, and from marginalized groups of the population have equal
access to educational opportunities,

(d) Pursueits effortsto include “ education for peace and tolerance’, children’s
rightsand other human rights subjectsin the curricula of primary and secondary schools;

(e Address education to the aims mentioned in article 29.1 of the Convention
and the Committee’'s general comment on the aims of education;

) Monitor and enfor ce the ban of corporal punishment in schoolsand train
teachersin regard to alter native measur es of discipline;

(9 Take measures against teacherswho are violent and abusive towards
students;

(h) Establish child-sensitive structuresfor children to make complaints;

(1) Take measuresto prevent bullying and sexual abuse of students by other
students;

() Pursue effortsfor special projects of education for children belonging to
mar ginalized groups like the Pygmies;

(k) Encour age participation of children at all levels of school life;

() Seek assistance from UNICEF and UNESCO.
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8. Special protection measures
Refugee, asylum-seeking and unaccompanied children
381. The Committee, while acknowledging the efforts made to ameliorate the situation of
child refugees, is concerned about the inadequate standards, procedures, policies and
programmes to guarantee and protect the rights of refugee, asylum-seeking and unaccompanied
children, including their registration, adequate education and other socia services.
382. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Establish a national system for deter mining the status of asylum-seekers, and
integrate therights of refugeesinto its domestic law;

(b) Urgently set up a system for the registration of refugee children;
(© Consider ratifying the 1954 and 1961 Conventions on statelessness;

(d)  Continue and expand its cooperation with inter national agencies such as,
UNHCR and UNICEF.

Economic exploitation, including child labour
383.  While noting the recent ratification by the State party (August 2001) of ILO Convention
No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment, the Committee is deeply
concerned that child labour in the State party is extremely widespread and that children may be
working long hours at young ages, which has a negative effect on their devel opment and school
attendance. The Committeeis also concerned at practices of forced labour among children
belonging to certain groups of the population, such as the Pygmies and the Kirdi.
384. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Consider ratifying and implementing IL O Convention No. 182 concer ning
the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child
L abour;

(b)  Adopt and implement the national plan of action to combat child labour;

(© Strengthen the implementation of the labour laws and increase the number
of labour inspectors;

(d)  Continueto seek assistancefrom ILO with a view to participating in | PEC.
Sale, trafficking and abduction

385. The Committee is deeply concerned at the large number of children being sold by their
parents and subsequently exploited in the labour market. The Committee is also concerned at
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information on aleged instances of trafficking in children for their exploitation in the State party
and in neighbouring countries. The Committee is further concerned at the possible use of
intercountry adoption for the purpose of trafficking.

386. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Take measuresto prevent and combat the sale and trafficking of children,
including an awar eness-raising campaign and educational programmes, particularly for
parents;

(b) Facilitate the reunification of child victimswith their familiesand provide
adequate care and rehabilitation for them;

(©) Ratify the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International
Child Abduction.

Street children

387. The Committee expresses its concern at the increasing number of street children and at
the lack of specific mechanisms to address this situation and to provide these children with
adeguate assistance.

388. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Ensurethat street children are provided with adequate nutrition, clothing,
housing, health care and educational opportunities, including vocational and life-skills
training, in order to support their full development;

(b) Ensurethat these children are provided with: recovery and reintegration
servicesfor physical, sexual and substance abuse; protection from police brutality; and
servicesfor reconciliation with their families;

(© Undertake a study on the causes and scope of this phenomenon and develop a
comprehensive strategy to addressthe high and increasing numbers of street children, with
the aim of preventing and reducing this phenomenon.

Commercial sexual exploitation and pornography

389. The Committee is concerned about the increasing number of child victims of commercial
sexua exploitation, including prostitution and pornography, especially among those engaged in
child labour and street children. Concernis also expressed at the insufficient programmes for the
physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration of children victims of such abuse
and exploitation.

390. Inthelight of article 34 and related articles of the Convention, the Committee
recommendsthat the State party undertake studies with a view to assessing the extent of
the commercial sexual exploitation of children, including for prostitution and
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pornography, and implementing appropriate policies and programmes for its prevention
and for therehabilitation and recovery of child victims, in accordance with the Declaration
and Agendafor Action adopted at the World Congress against Commer cial Sexual
Exploitation of Children, held in Stockholm in 1996.

Administration of juvenilejustice

391. Whilerecognizing the State party’s efforts in this domain, including legislation, decrees
and ministeria circulars, the Committee remains concerned at the limited progress achieved in
establishing a functioning juvenile justice system throughout the country. In particular, the
Committee is concerned at the absence of juvenile courts and juvenile judges, and the lack of
social workers and teachersto work in thisfield. In addition, the Committee is deeply concerned
at the poor conditions of detention, due notably to overcrowding in detention and prison
facilities, overuse and long periods of pre-trial detention, the length of time before the hearing
of juvenile cases, the absence of assistance towards the rehabilitation and reintegration of
juveniles following judicial proceedings, and the sporadic training of judges, prosecutors and
prison staff. Noting that there are no criminal penalties for children below the age of 14 years,
the Committeeis still concerned that the minimum age for criminal responsibility istoo

low (10 years).

392. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take additional stepsto reform
the system of juvenilejusticein the spirit of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40
and 39, and other United Nations standardsin thefield of juvenile justice, including the
United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the
Beijing Rules), the United Nations Guidelinesfor the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency
(the Riyadh Guidelines), the United Nations Rulesfor the Protection of Juveniles Deprived
of Their Liberty and the Vienna Guidelinesfor Action on Children in the Criminal Justice
System.

393. Inaddition, the Committee recommendsthat the State party:
@ Raise the age of criminal responsibility;

(b) Undertake all necessary measuresto ensure the establishment of juvenile
courts and the appointment of trained juvenilejudgesin all regions of the country;

(© Consider deprivation of liberty only asa measure of last resort and for the
shortest possible period and limit by law the length of pre-trial detention;

(d) Provide children with legal assistance at an early stage of the proceedings,

(e Protect the rights of children deprived of their liberty and improve their
conditions of detention and imprisonment, including through addressing the problem of
over crowding in prisons and establishing special prisonsfor children with conditions suited
to their age and needs, and in the meantime guar antee the separation of children from
adultsin prisons and places of pre-trial detention throughout the country;



CRC/C/111
page 88

)] Ensurethat children in conflict with the law do not receive the same
sanctions as adults,

(9 Ensurethat children remain in regular contact with their familieswhilein
thejuvenilejustice system;

(h) Introduce regular medical examination of inmates by independent medical
staff;

(1) Establish an independent child-sensitive and accessible system for complaints
for children;

() Introduce training programmes on r elevant inter national standardsfor all
professionalsinvolved with the system of juvenilejustice;

(k) Make every effort to establish a programme of rehabilitation and
reintegration of juvenilesfollowing judicial proceedings,; and

() Request technical assistance in the area of juvenile justice and police
training from, inter alia, OHCHR, the United Nations Centrefor International Crime
Prevention, the I nternational Networ k on Juvenile Justice and UNICEF, through the
United Nations Coor dination Panel on Technical Advice and Assistance on Juvenile
Justice.

Minorities

394. The Committee is deeply concerned about the poor situation of Pygmy children and
children of similar marginalized groups, and at the lack of respect for aimost all of their rights,
including the rights to health care, to education, to survival and development, to enjoy their own
culture and to be protected from discrimination. The Committee is also concerned at the
displacement of Pygmy families, including children, as aresult of logging policies.

395. The Committee urgesthe State party urgently to gather additional infor mation on
the Pygmies and other marginalized groups of the population, and to elabor ate a plan of
action to protect their rights.

9. Optional Protocols and amendment to article 43.2

396. The Committee notes that the State party has not ratified the two Optional Protocolsto
the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict. The Committee welcomes
the fact that the State party has recently accepted the amendment to article 43.2 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child concerning the expansion of the Committee from 10

to 18 members.

397. The Committee encour ages the State party to ratify and implement the two
Optional Protocolsto the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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10. Dissemination of documents

398. Finally, the Committee recommendsthat, in thelight of article 44, paragraph 6, of
the Convention, theinitial report and written replies presented by the State party be made
widely availableto the public at large and that publication of the report be considered,
along with therelevant summary records and the concluding obser vations adopted thereon
by the Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to generate
debate and awar eness of the Convention and itsimplementation and monitoring within the
Government and the general public, including NGOs.

Gambia

399. The Committee considered theinitial report of the Gambia (CRC/C/3/Add.61),
received on 20 November 1999, at its 739th and 740th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.739-740),
held on 5 October 2001, and adopted, at the 749th meeting (CRC/C/SR.749) held

on 12 October 2001, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

400. While the Committee welcomes the State party’ sinitial report, it regrets that it does not
fully follow the guidelines established by the Committee. The Committee welcomes the timely
submission of written repliestoitslist of issues (CRC/C/Q/GAM/1), which allowed for a clearer
understanding of the situation of children in the State party. The Committee is encouraged by
the constructive dialogue it had with the State party and the positive reactions to the suggestions
and recommendations made during the discussion. The Committee acknowledges that the
presence of a high-ranking delegation directly involved in the implementation of the Convention
allowed for afuller assessment of the rights of children in the State party.

B. Positive aspects

401. The Committee welcomes the inclusion of a section on the rights of the child in the 1997
Constitution.

402. The Committee welcomes the recent ratification of ILO Convention No. 182 concerning
the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.

403. The Committee notes with appreciation that the State party has formulated and launched
aNational Nutrition Policy and Programme (2000-2004). The Committee also expresses its
appreciation for the Participatory Health, Population and Nutrition Project, which was launched
with support from the World Bank and the African Development Bank.

404. The Committee welcomes the HIV/AIDS Rapid Response Project (HARRP), launched
in 2001, to help combat the spread of HIV/AIDS.

405. The Committee welcomes the National Disability Survey 1998, which was conducted in
cooperation with UNICEF to identify the kinds of disabilities afflicting children and their
geographical location, and to facilitate programming in this regard.
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406. The Committee welcomes the creation of a Global Movement for Children Committee
(GMC) at the National Assembly.

407. The Committee welcomes the National Education Policy 1988-2003 and notes with
appreciation that the Third Education Sector Programme was recently launched to increase
access to education and improve the quality and relevance of education within the State party.
Finally, the Committee also welcomes the launch of the scholarship trust fund for girls, which
was established in 2000 as a measure of affirmative action to promote the enrolment of girlsin
schools.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Convention

408. The Committee acknowledges that the economic and social difficulties facing the State
party have had and still have a negative impact on the situation of children and have impeded the
full implementation of the Convention. In particular, it notes the impact of high external debt
payments and increasing levels of unemployment and poverty, especially on children belonging
to the most vulnerable groups. The Committee further notes that the limited availability of
skilled human resources and the high popul ation growth rate also adversely affect the full
implementation of the Convention. The Committee also acknowledges that the coexistence of
various ethnic groups and several legal systems (common law, customary law and the sharia),
and the effects of traditional practices not conducive to the rights of the child, are other elements
which affect the full implementation of the Convention.

D. Subjectsof concern and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
L egidation

409. While noting that chapter IV of the new Constitution (1997) is entirely devoted to
fundamental human rights and freedoms, with a special section on children (sect. 29), the
Committee is concerned that domestic legislation, including customary law and the sharia, does
not fully reflect the principles and provisions of the Convention. The Committeeis also
concerned that the legislation relevant to children’ srightsis fragmented in different laws. The
Committee expresses concern at the continued existence of customs and traditions which prevent
children from fully enjoying their rights.

410. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take effective measures, including
athorough review of all existing legidation, to ensure that domestic law, including
customary and Islamic laws, fully conformsto the provisionsand principles of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. In that respect, the Committee also encour ages the
State party to expedite the enactment of a comprehensive children’scode. The Committee
strongly recommendsthat the State party rapidly implement the Human Rights Promotion
and Protection Programme which includes plans to har monize domestic laws with the
Convention. The Committee recommendsthat the State party seek technical assistance
from, among others, OHCHR and UNICEF.
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Coordination

411. While noting with satisfaction that afocal point has recently been appointed by the
Attorney-General’ s Chambers and the Department of State for Justice to liaise between UNICEF
and the Department in work towards the full implementation of the Convention, the Committee
is concerned that the National Commission on Children’s Rights, aimed at coordinating and
facilitating the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child aswell as
child-related programmes and policies, has not yet been established and that there continues to
be no effective mechanism to coordinate the implementation of the Convention.

412. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take all effective measuresto
establish the National Commission on Children’s Rights and ensur e the effective

coor dination of the implementation of the Convention at the national and local levels. For
this purpose, the Committee also recommends that adequate human and financial

resour ces be allocated and that appropriate measures be taken to include NGOs.

Data collection

413. The Committee is concerned that the data collection mechanism within the State party
does not ensure the adequate collection of disaggregated data on all aspects of the Convention,
monitor and evaluate progress achieved, and assess the impact of policies adopted with respect to
children.

414. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party strengthen its effortsto establish a
comprehensive mechanism to collect data, disaggregated by gender, age, minority group
and rural and urban area. The State party should also develop indicatorsto effectively
monitor and evaluate progr ess achieved in the implementation of the Convention and
assessthe impact of policiesrelevant to children. The data collection mechanism should
incorporate all the ar eas cover ed by the Convention and cover all children below the age

of 18 years, with specific emphasis on those who are particularly vulnerable. In this
context, the Committee recommendsthat the State party seek technical assistance from,
among others, UNFPA, UNDP and UNICEF.

I ndependent monitoring mechanisms

415.  While noting that the Department for Social Welfare is currently responsible for
receiving and investigating individual complaints of violation of the rights of children, the
Committee notes that the mandate of the Office of the Ombudsman does not adequately cover
issues relevant to children’srights. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not
established an independent monitoring mechanism to receive and investigate individual
complaints of violation of the rights of children.

416. The Committee encouragesthe State party to expand the mandate of the Office
of the Ombudsman or establish a separate monitoring mechanism to deal with
complaints of violations of therightsof children and to provide remediesfor such
violations. Thismonitoring mechanism should be set up, in accor dance with the Paris
Principles (General Assembly resolution 48/134), to monitor and evaluate progressin the
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implementation of the Convention at the national and, if appropriate, at the local level,
should be accessible to children, and be empower ed to receive and investigate complaints
of violations of child rightsin a child-sensitive manner and to address them effectively.
The Committee further suggeststhat the State party introduce an awar eness-raising
campaign to facilitate the effective use by children of such a mechanism. The Committee
recommendsthat the State party seek technical assistance from, among others, OHCHR
and UNICEF.

Resourcesfor children

417. While the Committee welcomes the strong efforts to take steps towards sustainable
development, notes the increase in the budget allocations for social services and is aware of the
economic and social challenges faced by the State party, it remains concerned that in light of
article 4 of the Convention, not enough attention has been paid in allocating budgetary resources,
at both the national and local levels, in the best interests of children “to the maximum extent

of ... avallable resources’.

418. Inlight of articles2, 3 and 6 of the Convention, the Committee encour ages the State
party to pay particular attention to the full implementation of article 4 of the Convention
by prioritizing budgetary allocations to ensure implementation of the economic, social and
cultural rights of children, especially economically and geographically disadvantaged
groups, to the maximum extent of available resour ces (at the national and local levels) and,
wher e needed, within the framework of international cooperation. The Committee further
recommendsthat the State party make children, particularly those in need of special
protection, the target of the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper to befinalized in

December 2001.

Dissemination of the Convention

419. While noting the initiatives of the State party to promote awareness of the principles and
provisions of the Convention, the Committee is concerned that professional groups, children,
parents and the public at large are still not sufficiently aware of the Convention and the
rights-based approach enshrined therein.

420. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party strengthen its effortsto ensure
that the principles and provisions of the Convention are widely known and under stood by
adultsand children alike. In thisregard, the Committee encouragesthe State party to use
traditional means of communication and to involve the mediain its awar eness-raising
campaigns. The Committee recommendsthe reinfor cement of adequate and systematic
training and/or sensitization of professional groupsworking with and for children, such as
judges, lawyers, law enfor cement per sonnel, teachers, school administrators, health
personnel, including psychologists and social workers, personnel of childcar e institutions,
and traditional or community leaders. The Committee also recommendsthat the State
party expedite the implementation of the syllabus prepared for human rights education,
including children’srights, in schools. The Committee encouragesthe State party to take
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effective measuresto transate the Convention into local languages. The Committee
further suggeststhat the State party seek technical assistance from, among others,
OHCHR and UNICEF.

2. Definition of the child

421. The Committee is concerned that thereis no clear legal definition of the child in the State
party and that various legal minimum ages which are inconsistent with the Convention,
discriminatory and/or too low have been set.

422. With reference to paragraph 60 of the State party’sinitial report, the Committee
encour agesthe State party to take the necessary legislative measures:

(@ To establish a clear definition of the child in accordance with article 1 and
other related principlesand provisions of the Convention;

(b)  Toset thelegal minimum age for marriage of girlsand boysat 18 years; and

(© To establish clear legal minimum ages for compulsory education,
employment and enlistment in the armed for ces, in accordance with the principles and the
provisions of the Convention.

3. General principles
Non-discrimination

423.  While noting that the 1997 Constitution sets out to eliminate all forms of discrimination,
the Committee is concerned that section 33 (5) of the Constitution excludes matters of persona
law such as marriage, divorce and inheritance, and matters ruled by customary law, and that the
principle of non-discrimination is not adequately implemented with respect to certain vulnerable
groups of children, especialy girls, children born out of wedlock and children with disabilities.
The Committeeis particularly concerned about the limited access of these children to adequate
health, education and other social services.

424. The Committee, with referenceto paragraph 70 of the State Party’sinitial report,
encour agesthe State party to amend its Constitution to exclude all forms of discrimination
and to take all effective measuresto implement laws, policies and programmesin order to
guarantee the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the
Convention, particularly asit relates to vulner able groups of children.

425. The Committeerequeststhat specific information beincluded in the next periodic
report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention undertaken by the
State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001
World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
Intolerance, and taking account of the Committee’ s general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1)
of the Convention on the aims of education.



CRC/C/111
page 94

Respect for the views of the child

426. The Committee notes with concern that traditional practices and attitudes till limit the
full implementation of article 12 of the Convention.

427. The Committee recommendsthat the State party develop a systematic approach to
increasing public awar eness of the participatory rights of children, particularly at thelocal
levelsand in traditional communities, and encourage respect for the views of the child in
families, schools, and the care and judicial systems.

4. Civil rightsand freedoms
Birth registration

428. The Committee notes that the law provides for the registration of children at birth.
However, it is concerned that many children, particularly those born at home and those living in
rural communities, are not registered. The Committee is also concerned that children do not
easily obtain birth certificates, which are necessary for access to education.

429. Inlight of articles 7 and 8 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party strengthen its effortsto raise awar eness among gover nment officers, midwives,
community and religious leaders and parentsthemselves, in order to ensurethat all
children areregistered at birth. The Committee also recommends facilitating the issuance
of birth certificates, for example by combining birth registration with the automatic and
issuance of a freebirth certificate.

Corporal punishment

430. The Committee expresses grave concern that corporal punishment is still practised and
accepted in schools, families, and care and juvenile detention institutions, and as a punishment in
the penal system.

431. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take legislative measuresto
prohibit all forms of physical and mental violence, including cor poral punishment asa
penal sanction within the juvenile justice system, in schools and careinstitutions, aswell as
in families. The Committee encouragesthe State party to reinforceits public awareness
campaignsto promote positive, participatory, non-violent forms of disciplineasan
alternativeto corporal punishment at all levels of society.

5. Family environment and alternative care
Recovery of maintenance for the child
432. The Committee notes that the Maintenance Act (Cap. 44:03, Laws of the Gambia)

obliges parents to provide financial support to children and that the Department of Social
Welfare has assisted the parents to obey this Act. While noting the socio-economic challenges
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within the State party, the Committee expresses concern that the amount allocated for the
payment of maintenance for children is generaly insufficient and is often decided on
ad hoc bases.

433. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take effective measuresto review
its policies, guidelines and proceduresfor the administration and implementation of the
Maintenance Act in order to ensurethe adequate and effective recovery of maintenance for
children.

Protection of children deprived of a family environment

434. The Committee expresses concern at the increasing number of children deprived of a
family environment and the inadequate facilities and services for them. The Committee also
notes with concern the absence of an independent complaint mechanism for childrenin
alternative care institutions, the inadequate review of their placement in institutions as well asthe
lack of available trained personnel in thisfield. Concern isalso expressed at the insufficient
financial and human resources allocated for aternative care, as well as to the Department of
Social Welfare.

435. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take effective measuresto improve
alternative carethrough, inter alia, the allocation of adequate financial and human

resour ces, including to the Department of Social Welfare. It further recommendsthat the
State party provide additional training, including in children’srights, for social and
welfareworkers, ensurethe periodic review of placementsin institutions and establish an
independent complaints mechanism for children in alternative careinstitutions.

Adoption and foster care

436. While noting that the Adoption Act (1992) provides for the regulation of adoptions
(domestic and intercountry), the Committee expresses concern that informal adoptions, which
are generally not monitored with respect to the best interests of the child, are more widely
accepted and practised within the State party. While the Committee notes the efforts of the State
party to introduce a foster care programme, it is concerned that “informal foster care” within the
extended family system is still preferred.

437. Inlight of article 21 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party strengthen administrative proceduresfor formal domestic and intercountry
adoptions, in order to prevent the abuse of the practice of informal adoption and guarantee
the protection of therightsof children. In light of the increasing number of children
deprived of afamily environment, the Committee recommendsthat the State party
promote and encour age formal adoptions and reinforceitsfoster care programme.
Additionally, the Committee encour ages the State party to accede to the 1993 Hague
Convention on the Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry
Adoption.
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Abuse/neglect/abandonment/maltr eatment/violence

438. The Committeeis concerned about the high and increasing incidence of physical and
sexual abuse of children, including in schools, care institutions and at home. Concernis also
expressed about the lack of awareness of and information on domestic violence, ill-treatment and
abuse (sexual, physical and psychological) of children and the insufficient financial and human
resources allocated for programmes to combat abuse against children.

439. Inlight of article 19, the Committee recommendsthat the State party undertake
studies on domestic violence, ill-treatment and abuse (including sexual abuse within the
family) in order to adopt policies which will help to change attitudes and improvethe
prevention and treatment of cases of violence against children. The Committee encourages
the State party to consider introducing an effective system for reporting cases of abuse,
including sexual abuse, of children. It also recommendsthat cases of domestic violence,
ill-treatment and abuse of children be properly investigated within a child-sensitive judicial
procedur e and that sanctions be applied to perpetrators, with dueregard given to
protecting theright to privacy of the child. 1n accordance with article 39 of the
Convention, measur es should be taken to ensuretherehabilitation of victimsaswell as
perpetrators. Effortsshould also be madeto prevent the criminalization and
stigmatization of child victims of abuse. The Committee recommendsthat the State party
seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF and UNDP.

6. Basic health and welfare
Right to health and accessto health services

440. The Committee notes the efforts of the State party to improve health care for children
through, inter aia, the National Nutrition Policy and the Participatory Health, Population and
Nutrition Project. However, the Committee is concerned at the insufficient number of trained
medical personnel; the lack of medicines, equipment and support for health workers; the high
maternal, child and infant mortality rates; the high rate of malnutrition; the increasing incidence
of HIV/AIDS; the high incidence of malaria and acute respiratory infections; poor sanitation and
limited access to safe drinking water, especially in rural areas.

441. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Allocate sufficient resourcesto reinforceits policies and programmesto
improve health carefor children;

(b) Take all effective measuresto increase the number of trained medical and
other health personnel, including traditional healers; facilitate cooper ation between trained
medical personnel and traditional healers, especially midwives; reduce the incidence of
mater nal, child and infant mortality; increase accessto safe drinking water; improve
sanitation; prevent and combat malnutrition; and reducethe incidence of malaria and
acuterespiratory infections;
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(© Takeall effective measuresto facilitate greater accessto health services by,
inter alia, abolishing or rationalizing cost-sharing in primary health careto reducethe
burden on poor families;

(d)  Continueitscooperation, through the I ntegrated M anagement of Childhood
IlInesses and other measuresfor child health improvement, with, among others, WHO and
UNICEF.

Adolescent health

442. The Committee expresses its concern with respect to the limited availability of
programmes and services and the lack of adequate data in the area of adolescent health, violence,
suicides, mental health, alcohol and substance abuse, and, especially, early and forced marriage
and early pregnancy and STDs.

443. The Committee recommendsthat the State party strengthen adolescent health
policies, including reproductive health education. Further, the Committee suggeststhat a
comprehensive and multidisciplinary study be undertaken to assess the scope of adolescent
health problems. It also recommendsthat the State party undertake awar eness-raising
campaignsto discour age early and forced marriages. Additionally, it recommendsthat the
State party allocate adequate human and financial resour cesto increase the number of
social workersand psychologists and to develop youth-sensitive care, counselling and
rehabilitation facilitiesfor adolescents. It isfurther recommended that the State party seek
technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.

HIV/AIDS

444.  While noting the launch of the HIV/AIDS Rapid Response Programme, the Committee
remains extremely concerned at the high incidence and increasing prevalence of HIV/AIDS
amongst adults and children and the resulting number of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS. In
thisregard, the Committee is concerned at the lack of alternative care for these children.

445.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Increaseitseffortsto prevent HIV/AIDS and take into consider ation the
recommendations the Committee adopted at its day of general discussion on children living
in aworld with HIV/AIDS (CRC/C/80, para. 243);

(b) Urgently consider ways of minimizing the impact upon children of the
HIV/AIDS-related deaths of parents, teachersand others, in terms of children’sreduced
accessto a family life, adoption, emotional care and education;

(© Involve children in formulating and implementing preventive policies and
programmes; and

(d) Seek further technical assistance from, among others, UNAIDS.



CRC/C/111
page 98

Female genital mutilation

446.  While the Committee notes the launch in March 1997 of the First National Action Plan
for the Eradication of Female Genital Mutilation, it remains concerned that female genital
mutilation (FGM) is not prohibited by law and is still widely practised in the State party.
Concern is aso expressed about the persistent use of other harmful traditional practices,
including early, consanguine and forced marriages.

447. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take legidative and

awar eness-raising measuresto combat and eradicate the persistent practice of FGM and
other traditional practices harmful to the health, survival and development of children,
especially girls. The Committee urgesthe State party to introduce sensitization
programmes for practitionersand the general public to encourage changein traditional
attitudes and discour age har mful practices.

Children with disabilities

448. The Committeeis concerned about the inadequate legal protection and the insufficient
facilities and services for children with disabilities. Concern is also expressed at the limited
number of trained teachers available to work with children with disabilities, as well asthe
insufficient efforts made to facilitate their inclusion into the educationa system and generally
within society. The Committee also notes with concern the inadequate resources allocated to
specia education programmes for children with disabilities.

449. In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor Personswith
Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the recommendations adopted by the
Committee at its day of general discussion on “ Therightsof children with disabilities’
(CRCI/C/69, paras. 310-339), it isrecommended that the State party:

@ Take effective measures to collect adequate statistical data on children with
disabilities and to ensure the use of such data in the development of policies and
programmesfor these children;

(b) Reinforceits effortsto develop early detection programmesto prevent
disabilities;

(© Implement alter natives to the institutionalization of children with
disabilities;

(d) Establish special education programmesfor them and, where feasible,

integrate them into mainstream schools and public life;

(e Undertake awar eness-raising campaigns to sensitize the public about the
rights and special needs of children with disabilities aswell as children with mental health
concerns;
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) Increase resour ces, both financial and human, allocated to special education
and enhance the support given to families of children with disabilities; and

(9 Seek technical cooperation for thetraining of professional staff, including
teachers, working with and for children with disabilities from, among others, WHO and
UNESCO.

Right to an adequate standard of living

450. The Committeeis concerned about widespread poverty and the increasingly high
numbers of children who do not enjoy the right to an adequate standard of living, including
children belonging to poor families, street children, child beggars, refugee and asylum-seeking
children, and children living in remote rural communities.

451. The Committee recommendsthat in accordance with article 27 of the Convention,
the State party reinforceits effortsto provide support and material assistanceto
economically disadvantaged families and to guarantee theright of children to an adequate
standard of living. In thisconnection, the Committee recommendsthat the State party pay
particular attention to therights and needs of children when introducing its Poverty
Reduction Strategy and all other programmesintended to improve the standard of living in
the country. In thisregard, the Committee encourages the State party to coordinateits
effortswith civil society and local communities.

7. Education
Right to and aims of education

452. The Committee notes the efforts of the State party to improve the situation of education
in the country, including the recent launching of the Third Education Sector Programme.
Neverthel ess, the Committee expresses concern that primary education is not freein practice,
which further limits access to education, especialy for girls, children from economically
disadvantaged families and those living in remote rural communities. Concern is also expressed
regarding low enrolment and high drop-out and repetition rates, insufficient numbers of trained
teachers, an insufficient number of schools and classrooms, lack of relevant learning material,
and geographical disparity in enrolment rates and access to education. The Committeeis
particularly concerned about the high rate of illiteracy within the State party, especially in
relation to girls. Inlight of article 29 (1) of the Convention, the Committee is also concerned
about the quality of education within the State party.

453. The Committee urgesthe State party to takelegal and other measuresto guarantee
theright to education for all children within itsterritory. The Committee recommends
that the State party take effective measur es, including the allocation and distribution of
adeguate financial, human and technical resources, to make primary education free, train
teachers, including female teacher s effectively, enhance the quality of education and
improvetheliteracy rate. It isfurther recommended that the State party reinforceits
effortsto increase enrolment in schools by, inter alia, abolishing and/or rationalizing user
feesat all levels of the educational system. The State party should pay particular attention
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to the quality of education, in light of article 29 (1) and the Committee’ s general
comment No. 1 on theaimsof education. It isrecommended that the State party seek to
strengthen its educational system through closer cooperation with UNICEF and UNESCO.

8. Special protection measures
Refugee, asylum-seeking and unaccompanied children

454. The Committee is concerned about the inadequate standards, procedures and policies to
guarantee and protect the rights of refugee, asylum-seeking and unaccompanied children,
including their access to adequate education, health and other social services.

455. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take effective legal and other
measur es to ensur e adequate protection of refugee, asylum-seeking and unaccompanied
children and implement further policies and programmes to guarantee their accessto
health, education and social services. The Committee further recommendsthat the State
party introduce training programmes for immigration officersand othersinvolved in the
custody, interrogation and treatment of refugee and asylum-seeking children. The
Committee encour ages the State party to reinfor ceits cooperation with UNHCR.

Street children

456. The Committee expresses grave concern at the high and increasing number of street
children. In particular, the Committee notes their limited access to health, education and other
social services aswell as their vulnerability to police brutality, sexual abuse and exploitation and
economic exploitation.

457. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Take all effective measuresto ensurethat street children are provided with
adequate nutrition, clothing, housing, health care and educational opportunities, including
vocational and life-skillstraining, to support their full development;

(b) Ensurethat these children are provided with preventive and rehabilitative
servicesfor physical, sexual and substance abuse, protection from police brutality, and
servicesfor reconciliation with their families; and

(© Undertake a study to assess the scope and the causes of the phenomenon and
consider establishing a comprehensive strategy to addressthe high and increasing number
of street children with the aim of preventing and reducing this phenomenon.

Child beggars

458. The Committee is concerned at the high number of children who are begging in the
streets. The Committee notes that these child beggars, referred to as amudus, are scholars under
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the guardianship of Islamic religious education teachers called marabouts. The Committeeis
concerned at their vulnerability to police brutality, sexual abuse and exploitation and economic
exploitation.

459. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party conduct a study in order to better
assess the scope of this phenomenon and introduce programmes to discour age and prevent
child begging, and to involve the Islamic religious education teachers or maraboutsin these
programmes.

Economic exploitation

460. Inlight of the current economic situation and the increasing number of school drop-outs,
the Committee is concerned about the large number of children engaged in labour and the lack of
information and adequate data on the situation of child labour and economic exploitation within
the State party. The Committee also notes with concern that thereis no legal minimum age for
employment in accordance with ILO Convention No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for
Admission to Employment. Grave concern is expressed about the increasing number of child
labourers, including domestic servants.

461. The Committee encouragesthe State party to introduce monitoring mechanismsto
ensur e the enforcement of labour laws and protect children from economic exploitation,
particularly in theinformal sectors. It isfurther recommended that the State party
undertake a comprehensive study to assessthe situation of child labour, including in the
informal sector, children working on the streets and domestic workers. The Committee
urgesthe State party to establish a clear legal minimum age for employment.

Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse

462. The Committee is concerned about the large and increasing number of child victims of
commercia sexual exploitation, including for prostitution and pornography, especialy among
child labourers and street children. Concern is also expressed at the insufficient programmes for
the physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration of child victims of such abuse
and exploitation.

463. Inlight of article 34 and other related articles of the Convention, the Committee
recommendsthat the State party undertake studies with a view to assessing the scope of
commercial sexual exploitation of children, including for prostitution and pornography,
and implementing appropriate preventive and rehabilitative policies and programmes for
child victims. The Committee also encour agesthe State party to pursueits effortsto adopt
anational plan of action against commer cial sexual exploitation of children, taking into
account the recommendations formulated in the Agenda for Action adopted at

the 1996 World Congress against Commer cial Sexual Exploitation of Children.

Administration of juvenilejustice

464. The Committee notes that a National Committee on Juvenile Justice was established
in 1998 to consider measures to strengthen preventive and reintegrative processes in the juvenile
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justice system. The Committee also notes that a separate prison wing for juvenile offenders was
opened in March 2000, to ensure that juveniles are separated from adults in detention. However,
the Committee is deeply concerned at the possibility that a child may be sentenced to the death
penalty. The Committeeisalso concerned at the low age of criminal responsibility

(seven years), the absence of juvenile courts and juvenile judges, and the lack of social workers
and teachersto work in thisfield.

465. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take all appropriate measuresto
implement a juvenile justice system in confor mity with the Convention, in particular
articles 37, 39 and 40, and with other United Nations standardsin thisfield, such asthe
United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the
Beljing Rules), the United Nations Guidelinesfor the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency
(the Riyadh Guidelines), the United Nations Rulesfor the Protection of Juveniles Deprived
of their Liberty, and the Vienna Guidelinesfor Action on Children in the Criminal Justice
System.

466. In addition, the Committee recommendsthat the State party:
(@) Prohibit the use of the death penalty, lifeimprisonment and whipping;
(b) Raisethe age of criminal responsibility;

(© Undertake all necessary measuresto ensure the establishment of juvenile
courts and the appointment of trained juvenilejudges;

(d) Use deprivation of liberty (institutionalization) only as a measur e of last
resort and for the shortest possible period of time;

(e Guarantee separation from adultsin prison and in pre-trail detention places
all over the country;

)] Ensurethat children remain in contact with their familieswhilein the
juvenilejustice system;

(9) Abolish the use of corporal punishment within the juvenilejustice system;

(h)  Strengthen rehabilitation and reintegration programmes;

(1) Consider seeking technical assistance from, among others, OHCHR, the
Centrefor International Crime Prevention, the International Networ k on Juvenile Justice
and UNICEF, through the Coor dination Panel on Technical Advice in Juvenile Justice.

9. Optional Protocols and amendment to article 43.2 of the Convention

467. The Committee notes that the State party has signed but not ratified the two Optional
Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution
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and child pornography and on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and has not yet
accepted the amendment to article 43.2 of the Convention for an expansion of the Committee
from 10 to 18 members.

468. The Committee encouragesthe State party to ratify the two Optional Protocolsto
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and urgesthe State party to accept the
amendment to article 43.2 of the Convention.

10. Dissemination of documents

469. Finally, the Committee recommendsthat, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the
Convention, theinitial report and written replies presented by the State party be made
widely availableto the public at large and that the publication of thereport be considered,
along with therelevant summary records and the concluding obser vations adopted by the
Committee. Such a document should bewidely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and itsimplementation and monitoring within the
Government and the general public, including NGOs.

Paraguay

470. The Committee considered the second periodic report of Paraguay (CRC/C/65/Add.12),
submitted on 12 October 1998, at its 741st meeting (see CRC/C/SR.741), held on

8 October 2001, and adopted, at its 749th meeting (CRC/C/SR.749), held on 12 October 2001,
the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

471. The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’ s second periodic report,
which very precisely follows the guidelines for reporting, thus providing the Committee with a
lot of information on the implementation of the Convention. However, the written repliesto its
list of issues (CRC/C/Q/PAR.2), received only on 5 October 2001, only partly addressed the
Committee' s questions. Furthermore, the del egation representing the State party was
unfortunately not in a position to answer most of the questions put by the Committee. In
particular, the Committee regrets that it was not possible to discuss in more detail the content of
the new Children’s Code. The Committee regretfully recalls that similar problems occurred
during the examination of theinitial report of the State party.

B. Positive aspects

472. The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Children’s Code in line with its previous
recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.75, para. 29).

473. Inlight of its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.75, para. 41), the Committee
notes with satisfaction the promulgation in 1997 of the Adoption Act to combat trafficking in
children and establish strict control over all matters connected with adoption, especialy
intercountry adoption. It further takes note of the Law against Domestic Violence.
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474.  The Committee notes with satisfaction the establishment in 1997 of a Juvenile
Complaints Department for the receipt of complaints of violations of children’srights, and

in 1998 of a National Network against Child Abuse (REDNAMI), made up of governmental and
non-governmental organizations.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding progressin
the implementation of the Convention

475. The Committee notes with concern that the State party is facing many difficultiesin the
implementation of the Convention, in particular owing to political instability, low economic
growth and an inadequate public service. The Committee acknowledges that the serious
economic and social disparities, affecting in particular people living in rura areas and indigenous
people, impede the full achievement and enjoyment of the rights recognized in the Convention.

D. Principal areasof concern and recommendation
1. General measures of implementation
Committee' s previous recommendations

476. The Committee notes with great concern that most of its previous recommendations
(CRC/C/15/Add.75) have not been satisfactorily followed up or not followed up at all.

477. The Committee strongly recommendsthat the State party give effective follow-up to
the Committee's previous recommendations, paying particular attention to those which are
reiterated hereafter.

L egidation

478. The Committee notes with concern that the recently adopted Children’s Code may not
enter into force at the end of November 2001, six months after its promulgation.

479. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:
(@ Ensurethat the Children’s Code entersinto force without delay;

(b) Ensuretheimplementation of the Children’s Code in full compliance with
the Convention, paying particular attention to the elimination of the traditional concept of
“irregular situation” and to the need for adequate structures by allocating the necessary
human and financial resour ces.

Coordination

480. While noting that the new Children’s Code foresees the establishment of a National
Secretariat for Children and Adolescents, the Committee notes with concern that a process of
reform of the structure of ministries and secretariats in Paraguay may delay the entry into force
of the Code until July 2002, thereby preventing the allocation of fundsin the 2002 budget for the
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new structure. It further notes with concern that the National Plan of Action for Children
(PNALI) has limited economic resources and is not disseminated at local level, and that its
coordinating body, the PNAI Committee, does not have a budget allocation and has had alarge
turnover among its members.

481. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Strengthen coordination between the various gover nmental bodies and
mechanismsinvolved in children’srightsat both the national and local levels, in linewith
its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.75, para. 30);

(b) Ensurethe establishment of the National Secretariat for Children and
Adolescents without delay;

(© Provide adequate human and financial resour cesin the 2002 budget for the
National Secretariat for Children and Adolescentsin order to enableit to carry out its
tasksin an effective way; and

(d) For the preparation of the next National Plan of Action takeinto account the
obstacles met in implementing the previous National Plan of Action and theresultsof the
mid-term evaluation and of the review made for the end-of-decade report.

Budgetary allocations

482. While noting the information that there has been an increase in public socia spending,

the Committee reiterates its concern that budgetary allocations for children are still insufficient
to respond to national and local priorities for the protection and promotion of children’ srights

and to overcome and remedy existing disparities between rural and urban areas with respect to
services provided to children (CRC/C/15/Add.75, para. 35).

483. Inlight of article 4 of the Convention, the Committee encour ages the State party:
(@ To strengthen itseffortsto reduce poverty and itsimpact on children;

(b)  Toidentify clearly its prioritieswith respect to child rightsissuesin order to
ensurethat funds are allocated “to the maximum extent of ... available resources and,
wher e needed, within the framework of international cooperation” for thefull
implementation of the economic, social and cultural rightsof children, in particular with
respect to local governmentsand for children belonging to the most vulnerable groupsin
society; and

(©) Toidentify the amount and proportion of the budget spent on children at the
national and local levelsin order to evaluate the impact and effect of the expenditureson
children.
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Monitoring

484. Although the 1992 Constitution foresees the creation of a Defensor del Pueblo (human
rights ombudsman), the Committee notes with concern that no mechanism has been established
yet to receive and address complaints, in particular in the field of children’srights.

485. The Committee encouragesthe State party to establish an independent and effective
mechanism in accor dance with the Principlesrelating to the status of national institutions
for the promotion and protection of human rights (General Assembly resolution 48/134),
provided with adequate human and financial resour ces and easily accessible to children,
that:

(@) Monitorsthe implementation of the Convention;

(b) Dealswith complaints from children in a child-sensitive and expeditious
manner; and

(©) Providesremediesfor violations of their rightsunder the Convention.

In thisregard, the Committee further recommendsthat the State party consider seeking
technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF and OHCHR.

Data collection

486. The Committee, while noting the creation in 1995 of a database to monitor the National
Plan of Action for Children (PNALI), expresses its concern that stetistical data are not updated
and do not cover sufficiently nor are disaggregated for all areas covered under the Convention,
and that, when available, these data are not used in an adegquate manner to assess trends and as a
basis for policy-making in the field of children’srights.

487. Inlinewith its previousrecommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.75, para. 32), the
Committee recommends that the State party:

@ Further strengthen, expand and update its database; and

(b) Usetheseindicatorsand data effectively for the formulation and evaluation
of policiesand programmesfor the implementation and monitoring of the Convention.

Dissemination and training

488. The Committee recognizes that material promoting human rights was disseminated by
both governmental agencies and non-governmental organizations, in line with its previous
recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.75, para. 33), but notes that these measures need to be
strengthened, in particular in rural areas and among indigenous children.
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489. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Increaseitseffortsto trandate informative material into Guarani and the
main indigenous languages and disseminate it;

(b) Develop mor e creative methods for promoting the Convention, including
through audio-visual aids such as picture books and posters, in particular at local level;

(© Provide adequate and systematic training and/or sensitization of professional
groupsworking with and for children, such asjudges, lawyers, law enfor cement per sonnel,
teachers, school administratorsand health personnel;

(d) Fully integrate the Convention into the curricula at all levels of the
educational system; and

(e Seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF, UNESCO and
OHCHR.

Cooperation with NGOs

490. The Committee, while noting examples of collaboration between governmental
institutions and non-governmental organizations, e.g. in the preparation of the Children’s Code
and of the State party’ s second periodic report, neverthel ess notes that cooperation with
non-governmental organizations should be further promoted and reinforced.

491. TheCommitteereiteratesitsrecommendation to the State party (CRC/C/15/Add.75,
para. 31) to encourage the promotion of closer cooperation with non-gover nmental
organizations, in particular in the area of implementation of the new Children’s Code.

2. Definition of the child

492. The Committee reiterates its concern about the disparity between the legal minimum age
for admission to employment (12 years) and the age for the end of compulsory education
(15 years).

493. The Committee recommendsthat the State party increase the minimum age for
admission to employment in order to prevent children from starting to work beforethe
completion of compulsory education.

3. General principles

494. The Committee is concerned that the principles of non-discrimination (article 2 of the
Convention), best interests of the child (art. 3), right to life, and maximum possible survival and
development of the child (art. 6) and respect for the views of the child (art. 12) are not fully
reflected in the State party’ s legislation and administrative and judicial decisions, aswell asin
policies and programmes relevant to children at both national and local levels.
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495. The Committeereiteratesits previousrecommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.75,
para. 34) that the State party:

€)] Appropriately integrate general principles of the Convention, in particular
theprovisionsof articles2, 3, 6 and 12, in all relevant legisation concer ning children;

(b)  Apply themin all political, judicial and administrative decisions, aswell asin
projects, programmes and services which have an impact on all children; and

(© Apply these principlesin planning and policy-making at every level, as well
asin actionstaken by social and health welfareinstitutions, courts of law and
administrative authorities.

Non-discrimination

496. The Committee is concerned that the principle of non-discrimination is not fully
implemented for children belonging to indigenous groups or those groups speaking only
Guarani, urban and rural poor children, girls, street children, children with disabilities, and
children living in rural areas, especially with regard to their access to adequate health and
educational facilities. It further notes with concern that pregnant girls are often not allowed to
continue their education, especially in private schools.

497. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:
(@ Takeall the necessary measuresto end discrimination;

(b) Monitor the situation of children, in particular those belonging to the
above-mentioned vulnerable groups, who are exposed to discrimination;

(©) Develop, on the basis of the results of this monitoring, comprehensive
strategies containing specific and well-targeted actions aimed at ending all for ms of
discrimination; and

(d) Include specific information in the next periodic report on the measures and
programmesrelevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State
party to follow-up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World
Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,
and taking account of general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1) of the Convention on the
aims of education.
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4. Civil rightsand freedoms
Birth registration

498. The Committee notes with concern that alarge number of children, in particular those
belonging to indigenous groups and/or living in rural or remote areas, are not registered because
of distance or because parents are unaware of the importance of birth registration. It further
notes that registration is not free.

499. Inlight of article 7 of the Convention and in line with its previous recommendation
(CRC/15/Add.75, para. 38), the Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Develop mor e widespr ead awar eness among the population of the
importance of birth registration; and

(b) Improvetheregistration system in order to reach all people, in particular in
rural and remote ar eas, including by using mobile registration units.

Corporal punishment

500. The Committeeis concerned that corporal punishment of children remains socially
acceptable in Paraguay and that it is still practised in families, schools and other institutions.

501. Inlight of articles3, 19 and 28 (2) of the Convention, the Committee encour agesthe
State party to:

(@ Develop measuresto raise awar eness about the harmful effects of corporal
punishment and encourage use of alternative forms of disciplinein familiesto be
administered in amanner consistent with the child’sdignity and in conformity with the
Convention; and

(b) Explicitly prohibit corporal punishment in the family, in schoolsand in other
institutions.

5. Family environment and alternative care
Parental responsibilities
502. The Committee is concerned at the increase in the breakdown of families, in particular
owing to migration to urban areas. It further notes that children, particularly in poor families, are
not sufficiently stimulated, which can have a negative impact on their harmonious development.
503. Inlight of article 18 of the Convention and in linewith its previous

recommendations (CRC/C/15/Add.75, paras. 39 and 43), the Committee recommendsthat
the State party:
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(@) Improve social assistanceto familiesto help them with their child-rearing
responsibilities, including through counselling and community-based programmes, with a
focuson early stimulation; and

(b)  Seek international assistance from, among others, UNICEF.
Abuse and neglect

504. The Committee, while noting the establishment in 1998 of a National Network for Child
Abuse (REDNAMI), is nevertheless concerned at its lack of human and financial resources. Itis
further concerned at the lack of data and information on child abuse and neglect, at the
inadequacy of measures, mechanisms and resources to prevent and combat physical and sexual
abuse and neglect of children, and at the limited number of services for abused children, in
particular in rural areas.

505. Inlight of article 19 of the Convention and in line with its previous recommendation
(CRC/C/15/Add. 75, para. 40), the Committee recommends that the State party:

(@) Undertake studies on domestic violence, ill-treatment and abuse, including
sexual abuse, in order to assess the extent, scope and natur e of these practices;

(b)  Adopt and implement effectively adequate measur es and policies, and
contribute to changing attitudes, and in that regard provide the National Network for
Child Abuse with adequate human and financial resour ces;

(©) Investigate effectively cases of domestic violence and ill-treatment and abuse
of children, including sexual abuse within the family, within a child-sensitive inquiry and
judicial procedurein order to ensure better protection of child victims, including the
protection of their right to privacy;

(d)  Takemeasuresto provide support servicesto children in legal proceedings,
and for the physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration of the victims of
rape, abuse, neglect, ill-treatment and violence, in accordance with article 39 of the
Convention; and

(e Seek, in thisregard, inter national cooper ation and technical assistance from,
among others, UNICEF and WHO.

6. Basic health and welfare
Health and health services
506. While noting the decrease in the infant and child mortality rates, the Committeeis

nevertheless concerned at the lack of reliable statistics and at the still high rates of mortality,
morbidity and malnutrition affecting especially indigenous children and those who speak only
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Guarani. It further notes the high maternal mortality rates, due largely to a high incidence of
illegal abortion, especialy inrura areas. It isalso concerned about the unsatisfactory level of
the immunization coverage.

507. Inlight of article 24 of the Convention and in line with its previous recommendation
(CRC/C/15/Add. 75, para. 45), the Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Allocate appropriate resour ces and develop comprehensive policiesand
programmesto improve the health situation of all children without discrimination, in
particular by focusing more on primary health care and decentralizing the health-care
system;

(b) In order to prevent child mortality and morbidity and addressthe high
mater nal mortality rate, provide adequate antenatal and postnatal health-car e services and
develop campaignsto inform parents about basic child health and nutrition, the
advantages of breastfeeding, hygiene and environmental sanitation, family planning and
reproductive health;

(© Develop a compr ehensive nutritional programmein order to prevent and
combat malnutrition, in particular among indigenous children and those who speak only
Guar ani;

(d) L ook to international cooperation for the full and efficient implementation of
theimmunization programme; and

(e Seek technical assistance from, among others, WHO, UNICEF and UNFPA.
Children with disabilities

508. The Committee, while noting the National Action Plan for Disability, expressesits
concern that lack of funding and mental and architectonic barriers prevent its full
implementation. Further, it notes with concern that there are no programmes and services
specific for children. The Committee is also concerned at the genera lack of resources and
specialized staff for these children, especially the ones with mental disabilities, in particular in
rural aress.

509. Inlight of article 23 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the State
party:

(@) Undertake studiesto deter mine the causes of and ways to prevent disabilities
in children;

(b) Undertake measuresto ensurethat the situation of children with disabilities
ismonitored in order to assesstheir situation and needs effectively;
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(© Conduct public awareness campaignsin all languages, in particular
indigenous ones, to raise awar eness of the situation and the rights of children with
disabilities;

(d)  Allocate the necessary resourcesfor programmes and facilitiesfor all
children with disabilities, especially the onesliving in rural areas, and strengthen
community-based programmesto enable them to stay at home with their families;

(e Support the parents of children with disabilitieswith counselling and, when
necessary, financial support;

)] In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor
Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee's
recommendations adopted at itsday of general discussion on “ Therightsof children with
disabilities” (CRC/C/69, para. 310-339), further encouragetheir integration into the
regular educational system and inclusion into society, including by providing special
training to teachersand by making schools mor e accessible;

(9) Seek technical assistance from, among others, WHO.
Adolescent health

510. The Committee expresses its concern regarding the high rates of early pregnancy, therise
in the number of children and youths using drugs, and the growing number of cases of
HIV/AIDS among the youth. Further, it notes the limited availability of programmes and
servicesin the area of adolescent health, including mental health, and the lack of sufficient
prevention and information programmes in schools, especially on reproductive health.

511. Inlinewith itspreviousrecommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.75, para.45), the
Committee recommends that the State party:

@ Undertake a comprehensive and multidisciplinary study to assess the scope
and natur e of adolescent health problems, including the negative impact of STDs and
HIV/AIDS, and develop adequate policies and programmes;

(b) Increaseits effortsto promote adolescent health, including mental health,
policies, particularly with respect to reproductive health and substance abuse, and
strengthen the programme of health education in schools;

(© Undertake further measures, including the allocation of adequate human
and financial resour ces, to evaluate the effectiveness of training programmesin health
education, in particular asregardsreproductive health, and to develop youth-sensitive and
confidential counselling, care and rehabilitation facilities that are accessible without
parental consent when thisisin the best interests of the child; and

(d) Seek additional technical cooperation from, among others, UNFPA,
UNICEF, WHO and UNAIDS.
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7. Education, leisure and cultural activities
Education

512.  While noting with appreciation the National Education Law of 1998 and the high rate of
primary school enrolment, which is more than 95 per cent, the Committee is nevertheless
concerned about the continuing poor quality of education, the non-tuition costs of compulsory
school, the high repetition and drop-out rates, and the poor condition of infrastructures. It further
notes with concern that pregnant girls are not allowed to stay in school.

513. Inlight of articles 28 and 29 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party:

@ Undertake appropriate measuresto increase budgetary allocations for
education, in particular for the improvement of school infrastructure;

(b) Ensureregular attendance at schools and thereduction of drop-out rates,
(© Take measuresto prevent bullying and other forms of violence in schools;

(d) Improve the quality of education in order to achieve the goals mentioned in
article 29 (1), in linewith the Committee’s general comment No. 1 on the aims of
education; and

(e Seek additional technical cooperation from, among others, UNESCO and
UNICEF.

8. Special protection measures
Children in armed conflict

514. The Committeeis deeply concerned that, although the State party’ s legislation states that
the minimum age for recruitment into the armed forces is 18, minors constitute a considerable
proportion of conscripts into the Paraguayan armed forces and national police, and very much
regrets that its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add. 75, para. 36) in this regard was not
implemented. It is deeply worried at the number of cases of torture and ill-treatment of
conscripts, including children, by their superiors and at cases of unclarified deaths of conscripts,
which also involved minors. In particular, it notes with concern that the majority of these deaths
and ill-treatment cases were not investigated, and that there are reports of forcible recruitment of
children, especially in rural areas, and of falsification of documents proving their age.

515. The Committee urgesthe State party:
@ To put an end to the practice of recruiting children into the Paraguayan

armed forces and national police, in linewith its previous recommendation
(CRC/C/15/Add.75, para. 36), and punish thoseinvolved in forcible recruitment;
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(b)  Toinvestigate all cases of ill-treatment and death of conscripts and suspend
from duty the officialsimplicated in such accidents,

(© To prosecute and punish thoseresponsible for these violations;

(d)  Toprovide compensation to the victims of human rightsviolations during
military serviceor their families;

(e To providetraining on human rights, including children’srights, to army
officials; and

) Toratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the involvement of
children in armed conflict, setting 18 year s as the minimum age for all military
recruitment.

Economic exploitation

516. The Committee expresses its deep concern at the increasing number of children who are
exploited economically, in particular those under 14 years of age. In particular, it notes cases of
abuse of girlsin domestic service and alarge number of children working in the streets, often at
night and in unhealthy conditions, especially in the capital, Asuncion. It also notesthat ILO
Convention No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment has not been
ratified.

517. Inlight of article 32 of the Convention and in linewith its previous recommendation
(CRC/C/15/Add. 75, para. 43), the Committee reiterates that the State party should:

(@) Continueto enfor ce and strengthen itslegisation protecting working
children;

(b)  Combat and eradicate as effectively as possible all forms of child labour,
including by strengthening its cooper ation with ILO/IPEC; and

(© Ratify ILO Convention No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Admission to
Employment.

Sexual exploitation

518. The Committee expresses its deep concern that, with regard to the increasing
phenomenon of commercia sexual exploitation of children, there are no data available,
legislation is inadequate, cases involving sexually exploited children are often not investigated
and prosecuted, victims are criminalized, and rehabilitation programmes are not available. It
further notes that a national plan against commercial sexual exploitation of children has not been
developed.
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519. Inlight of article 34 of the Convention and in linewith its previous recommendation
(CRC/C/15/Add. 75, para. 47), the Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Undertake a study on thisissuein order to assess its scope and causes, enable
effective monitoring of the problem and develop all necessary measur es and programmes
to prevent, combat and eliminate sexual exploitation and abuse of children;

(b) Develop and adopt a national plan against sexual and commer cial
exploitation of children, taking into account the Agenda for Action of the Stockholm World
Congress against Commer cial Sexual Exploitation of Children; and

(©) In thisregard, seek international cooperation from, among others, UNICEF
and WHO.

Juvenilejustice

520. While noting that the new Children’s Code establishes a specific criminal procedure for
children aged from 14 to 18 and the creation of a Y outh Division of the National Police, the
Committee expresses its concern at the long periods of pre-trial detention, at the fact that it is not
used as alast resort, and that children are not informed of their rights and are not provided with
legal assistance. Deep concern is also expressed at reports of torture and ill-treatment of
detained juveniles, especialy in the recently destroyed Panchito Lépez Juvenile Correctiona
Institute, and at the situation of detention centres for juveniles, which are overcrowded and in
poor condition. The Committee further notes that the education, rehabilitation and reintegration
programmes provided during the detention period are inadequate.

521. Inlinewith its previousrecommendation (CRC/C/15/Add. 75, para. 48), the
Committee recommends that the State party:

@ Continuereviewing laws and practices regarding the juvenile justice system
in order to bring it as soon as possible into full compliance with the Convention, in
particular articles 37, 40 and 39, aswell aswith other relevant international standardsin
thisarea, such asthe United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the Administration of
Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules) and the United Nations Guidelinesfor the Prevention of
Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines);

(b) Expedite the full enforcement of the Children’s Code of 2001 which
guar antees due process of law for children and social and educational correctional
measur es;

(© Use pre-trial detention only asa measure of last resort, for asshort atimeas
possible and for no longer than the period prescribed by law;

(d) Use alternative measuresto pre-trial detention and other forms of
deprivation of liberty whenever possible;
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(e Incorporateinto itslegislation and practices the United Nations Rulesfor the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of Their Liberty, in particular to guarantee them access
to effective complaints procedures covering all aspects of their treatment;

) Ensurethat those officersimplicated in acts of torture and ill-treatment
against inmates ar e suspended from duty pending a full and impartial investigation and, if
found responsible, brought to justice;

(9) Provide training on human rights, including children’srights, to staff in
detention centres,

(h)  Takeeffective stepsto improve conditionsin detention centres and provide
adequate education to children deprived of their liberty;

(1) Take appropriate rehabilitative measuresto promote the social reintegration
of the children involved in the juvenile justice system;

() Seek assistance from, inter alia, OHCHR, the United Nations Centrefor
International Crime Prevention, the International Network on Juvenile Justice and
UNICEF, through the United Nations Coordination Panel on Technical Advice and
Assistance on Juvenile Justice.

9. Optional Protocols
522. The Committee encouragesthe State party:

(@) Toratify and implement the Optional Protocolsto the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, and
on the involvement of children in armed conflict;

(b)  Toaccept theamendment to article 43 of the Convention as soon as possible.
10. Dissemination of documents

523. Finally, the Committee recommendsthat, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the
Convention, the second periodic report and written replies presented by the State party be
made widely available to the public at large and that the publication of thereport be
considered, along with therelevant summary records and the concluding obser vations
adopted by the Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to
gener ate debate and awar eness of the Convention and itsimplementation and monitoring
within the Government and the general public, including NGOs.
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Uzbekistan

524. Atits 743rd and 744th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.743-744), held on 9 October 2001, the
Committee on the Rights of the Child considered the initia report of Uzbekistan
(CRC/C/41/Add.8), which was received on 27 December 1999, and adopted at the 749th meeting
(CRC/C/SR.749), held on 12 October 2001, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

525. The Committee notes that the State party’ sinitial report was prepared according to the
Committee’ s guidelines for reporting. However, it regrets that the report is essentially legalistic
and does not provide a self-critical evaluation of the prevailing situation with regard to the
exercise of children’ srightsin the country. It notes the timely submission of the detailed written
answersto thelist of issues. The Committee notes with appreciation the informative dialogue
with the delegation.

B. Positive aspects

526. The Committee notes that the State party has ratified the six major international human
rights instruments.

527. The Committee appreciates the fact that the State party has sought cooperation and
assistance in the area of human rights from United Nations agencies and other international and
regional organizations,

528. The Committee welcomes the call in President Karimov’ s address to the Parliament
on 29 August 2001, for judicial and legal reform, including in the area of the administration of
juvenilejustice.

529. The Committee welcomes the establishment of new institutions, including the Family,
Mother and Child Welfare Secretariat and the Committee for Y outh Affairs. It further welcomes
the adoption of new programmes such as the State programme to promote a healthy younger
generation and to enhance the work of the minors' affairs commissions.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Convention

530. The Committee notes that the State party continues to face serious economic, social and
political challenges following independence, which are having a severe impact, especially on the
most vulnerable groupsin society. Furthermore, the ecological collapse of the Aral Sea has | eft
about 500,000 people in a precarious state of food security and limited access to safe drinking
water.
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D. Principal subjectsof concern and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
L egidation

531. While noting various legislative measures already taken or proposed with respect to child
rights (for example, the 1998 Family Code, the 1996 Code of Administrative Liability, the 1996
Civil Code, the 1994 Criminal Code and the 1995 Labour Code), the Committee is concerned
that they do not sufficiently reflect a comprehensive rights-based approach to the implementation
of the Convention.

532. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:
(@) Consider children’srights, as granted by the Convention, asa priority;

(b) Undertake a comprehensivereview of existing legislation, from a
rights-based approach, to ensureits confor mity with the principles and provisions of the
Convention;

(© Consider adopting a compr ehensive children’s code incor porating the
principles and provisions of the Convention.

Coordination

533. Despite the existence of several governmental committees which deal with children’s
issues (for example, the Women’s Affairs Committee and the Minority Affairs Committee),
there remains alack of administrative coordination and cooperation at the national and local
government levels.

534. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Pursuethe preparation, development and implementation of a
comprehensive rights-based national plan of action for theimplementation of the
Convention, through an open, consultative and participatory process;

(b) Establish or appoint a single body to beresponsible for ensuring
inter sectoral coordination and cooper ation (at and between national and local levels of
government) in theimplementation of the Convention; and

(© Provide adequate support to local authoritiesfor the implementation of the
Convention.
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Cooper ation with civil society

535.  While noting the good government cooperation in the development and welfare sectors
with national associations, bilateral aid agencies, international organizations and NGOs, the
Committee is concerned that insufficient efforts have been made to involve civil society,
particularly in the area of civil rights and freedoms, in the implementation of the Convention.

536. The Committee emphasizestheimportant role civil society playsasa partner in
implementing the provisions of the Convention, including with respect to civil rightsand
freedoms, ill-treatment and juvenile justice. The Committee recommendsthat the State

party:

(@) Consider involving civil society, especially children’s associations,
systematically throughout all stages of the implementation of the Convention, in particular
with respect to civil rightsand freedoms,

(b) Ensurethat the 1999 L aw on Non-Gover nmental Non-Commer cial
Organizations conformsto article 15 of the Convention and to other inter national
standards on freedom of association, as a step towardsfacilitating and strengthening their
participation.

Data collection

537. The Committee is concerned that disaggregated data on persons under 18 yearsrelating
to the rights contained in the Convention are not systematically collected and used effectively to
assess progress and design policies to implement the Convention.

538. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Establish a mechanism to collect and analyse systematically disaggr egated
data on all personsunder 18 yearsfor all areas covered by the Convention, including those
in the most vulnerable groups (for example, refugee and asylum-seeking children, children
of different ethnicity, children living in remote ar eas, children with disabilities and
children of economically disadvantaged households);

(b) Seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF.

Monitoring structures

539. The Committee notes the establishment of the Ombudsman by the 1997 Law on the
Authorized Person of the Oliy Mgjlisfor Human Rights. However, it is concerned that:

The mandate of the Authorized Person does not provide for regular monitoring and
evaluation of progressin the implementation of the Convention;
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The Law of 1997, which empowers the Authorized Person to receive and address
complaints, does not provide for an effective mechanism to address complaints relating to
violations of rights guaranteed under the Convention, particularly complaints from
children.

540. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Ensuretheindependence of the institution of the Authorized Person is
secured, as also recommended by the Human Rights Committee (see CCPR/CO/71/UZB));

(b)  Strengthen itssupport for the Authorized Person, including through the
provision of adequate human and financial resour ces, so asto comply with the
Paris Principlesrelating to the status of national institutions (General Assembly
resolution 48/134), and so asto include monitoring and evaluating progressin the
implementation of the Convention at the national and local levels. Thisinstitution should
be accessible to children, empower ed to receive and investigate complaints of violations of
child rightsin a child-sensitive manner, and addr ess them effectively;

(© Seek technical assistance from, among others, the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rightsand UNICEF.

Resour ce allocation

541. The Committee is concerned that insufficient attention has been paid to article 4 of the
Convention regarding the implementation to the * maximum extent of ... available resources’ of
the economic, socia and cultural rights of children.

542. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Systematically assess the impact of budgetary allocations on the
implementation of child rights, and disseminate information in thisregard,;

(b) Ensuretheallocation and distribution - to the maximum extent possible - of
resour ces at the national and local levels, where needed within the framework of
international cooper ation;

(© Consider obligationsunder the Convention in all aspects of its negotiations
with international financial institutions and other donors, to ensure that the economic,
social and cultural rightsof children, particularly children belonging to the most
vulnerable groups, are well observed.

Training/dissemination of the Convention
543. The Committee notes various efforts undertaken with international and regional

organizations in the area of human rightstraining. However, it is concerned that the level of
awareness of the Convention amongst professionals working with and for children, and the
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general public, including children themselves, remainslow. The Committee is concerned that
the State party is not undertaking adequate dissemination and awareness-raising activitiesin a
systematic and targeted manner.

544. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Develop an ongoing programme for the dissemination of information on the
Convention and itsimplementation among children and parents, civil society and all
sectorsand levels of government, including initiativesto reach those vulnerable groups who
areilliterate or without formal education;

(b) Develop systematic and ongoing training programmes on human rights,
including children’srights, for all professional groupsworking for and with children (for
example, judges, lawyers, law enfor cement officials, civil servants, local gover nment
officials, personnel working in institutions and places of detention for children, teachers
and health personnel);

(©) Continue cooper ation with regional and international organizationsin this
regard, ensuring that the Convention isincluded in the subject matter;

(d)  Continueto seek assistance from, among others, OHCHR and UNICEF.
2. Definition of the child

545. Noting that a person reaches the age of mgjority at 18 years under the 1996 Civil Code,
the Committee is concerned about:

Inconsistencies with other legislation and government decisions (for example, Cabinet
Ministers Decision No. 319 of 24 June 1994 in relation to disability assistance paid to
disabled children up to 16 years);

Differences in the minimum age for marriage of males and females under the 1998
Family Code;

The inadequate enforcement of minimum-age standards (i.e. with respect to early
marriage, purchase of alcohol, etc.).

546. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party review itslegisation so that the
definition of the child and minimum-age requirements conform to the principles and
provisions of the Convention, are gender neutral, are explicit and ar e effectively enfor ced
by law.
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3. General principles

547. The Committee notes the important role of the Makhallas at the local level in all matters

of family law and protection of children, including juvenile justice. However, the Committeeis

concerned at the lack of information on their role in the implementation of the genera principles
of the Convention.

548. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Educate M akhalla committees on the principles and provisions of the
Convention, and ensurethat those principlesand provisions arereflected in the
decision-making procedur es of these committees; and

(b) Includein itsnext periodic report information on therulesand regulations
governing the activities of these committees, not only in areasrelating to family law and
juvenilejustice, but in the distribution of financial assistance, aswell.

Theright to non-discrimination

549. The Committeeis concerned at the prevailing disparities in the enjoyment of rights of
children in Uzbekistan. In particular, the Committee is concerned:

At the situation of children belonging to the most vulnerable groups (for example,
refugee, asylum-seeking and internally displaced children, children belonging to
minorities, disabled children and those living in institutions, and in regions of the country
lagging behind in socio-economic devel opment);

That the guarantee of non-discrimination in article 2 of the Convention may be
jeopardized, for example by social security laws which effectively deprive non-citizens
of rights to social security benefits and impose fees which may inhibit access to health
and education services.

550. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Ensurethat all children within itsjurisdiction enjoy all therightsset out in
the Convention without discrimination, in accor dance with article 2;

(b) Prioritize and target social servicesfor children belongingto the most
vulnerable groups.

551. The Committeeis concerned that in practice the system of residence registration in
Uzbekistan may restrict the rights of children belonging to vulnerable groups (for example,
refugees, non-citizens, migrants and persons internally displaced owing to conflict or economic
or environmental factors) to access to health care and other social services. In particular, the
Committee is concerned that because these rules are issued in various forms (decrees,
regulations, instructions, etc.), they may not be sufficiently clear and may be open to abuse by
officials reluctant to see migrants settle in their jurisdiction.
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552. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Ensurethat theregistration system isclear and precise and does not pose a
barrier to accessto services, particularly for the most vulnerable groups;

(b) Consider the experience of Statesthat have replaced the propiska system
with systemswhich comply to international standardsin the area of freedom of movement.

553. Likethe Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Human
Rights Committee, the Committee is concerned that de facto discrimination on the grounds of
gender exists in Uzbekistan and expresses its concern at the persistence of stereotypical attitudes
relating to the roles and responsibilities of women and men.

554. The Committee encour agesthe State party to launch comprehensive public
education campaignsto prevent and combat gender discrimination, particularly within the
family.

555. The Committeerequeststhat specific information beincluded in the next periodic
report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child undertaken by the State party to follow-up on the Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related I ntolerance, taking account of general comment No. 1 on
article 29.1 of the Convention on the aims of education.

Respect for the views of the child

556. The Committeeis concerned that traditional attitudes towards children in society at large
may limit the exercise of the rights contained in article 12 of the Convention, especially within
the family.

557. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Continueto promote and facilitate, within the family, institutions, schools,
the courts and administrative bodies, respect for the views of children and their
participation in all matter s affecting them, in accordance with article 12 of the Convention;

(b) Develop skills-training programmes in community settings for teachers,
social workersand local officialsto support children expressing their infor med views and

opinions, and to have them taken into consideration;

(© Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF.
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4. Civil rightsand freedoms
Religion

558. The Committee emphasizes that the human rights of children cannot be realized
independently from the human rights of their parents, or in isolation from society at large. The
Committee notes the 1998 Law on Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organizations, and
recent amendments to the Civil and Criminal Codes relating to the freedom of religion. Inthe
light of article 14 of the Convention, the Committee is concerned that restrictions on the freedom
to manifest one’sreligion, particularly Islam, do not comply with the requirements outlined in
article 14, paragraph 3.

559. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take effective measures, including
enacting or rescinding legislation where necessary, to prevent and eliminate discrimination
on the grounds of religion or belief in the recognition, exercise and enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedomsin all fields of civil, economic, political, social and
cultural life.

Access to information

560. Inthelight of article 13 (the child sright to seek, receive and impart information) and
article 17 of the Convention (the right of access to information, including information and
material from adiversity of cultural, national and international sources), the Committeeis
concerned that stringent registration and licensing requirements for the media and publications,
aswell asrestrictions on Internet access, do not comply with article 13, paragraph 2, of the
Convention.

561. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take all effective measures,
including enacting or rescinding legidation where necessary, to ensure that the child’s
freedom of expression and the right of accessto information are guaranteed and
implemented.

Tortureand inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

562. The Committeeis deeply concerned by numerous and continuing reports of ill-treatment
of persons under 18 by the militia, including psychological intimidation, corporal punishment,
including for purposes of extorting confessions. The Committee deplores the insufficient efforts
to investigate alegations of torture, as well as the failure to prosecute aleged perpetrators.

563. Inthelight of article 37 of the Convention, and recalling the Code of Conduct for
Law Enforcement Officials, adopted by the General Assembly in itsresolution 34/169 of 17
December 1979, the Committee urgesthe State party to:

@ Take all necessary effective stepsto prevent incidents of ill-treatment from
occurring;
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(b) Implement the recommendations made by the Human Rights Committee
(CCPR/CO/71/UZB), and the Committee against Torture (A/55/44, paras. 76-81);

(© Provide the militia with training on how to deal with personsunder 18;

(d) Ensure children are adequately informed of their rightswhen they are
arrested and detained;

(e Ensurethat complaints procedures are simplified so that responsesare
appropriate, timely and child-sensitive, and provide rehabilitative support for victims.

5. Family environment and alternative care
Children deprived of afamily environment
564. The Committee expresses its concerns that:

A high number of children, especialy children with disabilities, are abandoned, or are
otherwise deprived of afamily environment;

Foster care, or other forms of family-based aternative care, is not sufficiently developed
and available, with the result that children are placed in institutions;

Institutions (for example, “infants’ homes”), because of lack of resources, provide
children with very low quality housing and care;

The location and features of institutions do not facilitate family contact;

Effective mechanisms for children to communicate concerns and complaints about their
placement are lacking;

There is no follow-up of children who have left institutional care.
565. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Take effective measures, including the development of strategies and
awar eness-raising activities, to reduce and prevent the abandonment of children;

(b) Promote the family asthe best environment for the child, through
counselling and community-based programmesto assist parentsto keep children at home;

(© Take effective measuresto increase and strengthen foster care, family-type
foster homes and other family-based alter native care;

(d) Place children in institutionsonly as a last resort;

(e Takeall necessary measuresto improve conditionsin institutions,
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) Ensurethat children living there enjoy all therightslaid down in the
Convention, including theright to maintain personal relationships and direct contact with
their parentsand familieson aregular basis;

(9) Provide support and training for personnel in institutions, including social
workers;

(h) Establish effective mechanismsto receive and address complaints from
children in care, to monitor standards of care and to establish regular periodic review of
placement;

(1) Provide adequate follow-up and reintegration servicesfor children who leave
institutional care.

566. The Committeeis concerned about:

The lack of national standards, particularly in relation to foster and adoptive family
screening;

The lack of mechanisms to review, monitor and follow up adoptions, and collect statistics
on foster care and adoption, including intercountry adoption;

The practice of secret adoption.
567. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Establish a comprehensive national policy and guidelines gover ning foster
care and adoption;

(b) Establish a central monitoring mechanism in thisregard,;

(© Ensurethat adopted children who have reached the age of majority have the
right of accessto theidentity of their biological parents;

(d)  Accedeto the 1993 Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and
Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption.

Violence/abuse/neglect/maltr eatment

568. The Committeeis concerned that thereisinsufficient information and awareness of the
ill-treatment and abuse of children within the family, in schools and in institutions.

569. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Conduct a study to assessthe nature and extent of ill-treatment and abuse of
children, and design policies and programmesto addressthem,;
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(b)  Takelegidative measuresto prohibit all forms of physical and mental
violence, including corporal punishment and sexual abuse of children in the family, in
schoolsand in institutions, taking into account the WHO “ European strategies and
recommendationsfor child protection”;

(©) Carry out public education campaigns on the negative consequences of
ill-treatment of children, and promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline asan
alternativeto corporal punishment;

(d) Establish effective mechanisms and proceduresto receive, monitor and
investigate complaints, including intervention wher e necessary;

(e Investigate and prosecute instances of ill-treatment, ensuring that the abused
child isnot further victimized in legal proceedings and that hisher privacy is protected;

)] Provide care, recovery and reintegration for victims;

(9 Train teachers, law-enforcement officials, care workers, judges and health
professionalsin the identification, reporting and management of cases of ill-treatment;

(h)  Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
Domestic violence
570. Likethe Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Human
Rights Committee, the Committee expresses concern about the prevalence of violence against
women, particularly domestic violence, and that this has harmful consequences on children.

571. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Take effective measures to implement the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women'’s general recommendation 19 on violence against women;

(b) Give attention to addressing and overcoming socio-cultural barriersthat
inhibit victims from seeking assistance;

(© Undertaketraining on gender issuesfor all public officials, in particular
law-enfor cement officialsand thejudiciary, local gover nment and mahallyas officials.

6. Basic health and welfare
572.  While noting efforts to strengthen the primary health sector, the Committeeis
nevertheless concerned at the deterioration in the health of the most vulnerable groups, especially
women and children, and in particular at:

The high infant mortality rates;
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The high under-five mortality rates;
The high maternal mortality rates,

The high incidence of infectious diseases, such as tuberculosis, despite high rates of
Immunization;

The fact that accidents and injuries are amain cause of mortality and morbidity among
children and that children in rural and disadvantaged regions, such as Karakal pakstan and
Khorezm, suffer the most.

573. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Ensurethat itscommitment to primary health careis met by adequate
allocation of human and financial resour ces, and that all children, especially from the most
vulnerable groups, have accessto health care;

(b) Continue and strengthen implementation of the WHO Promoting Effective
Perinatal Care strategy, to address high maternal, infant and child mortality;

(© Ensure full implementation of the I ntegrated M anagement of Childhood
[lInesses strategy;

(d) Implement WHO recommendations and guidelines, such as* Essential
newborn care and breastfeeding”, “First action plan for food and nutrition”, and “ Feeding
and nutrition of infants and young children”, to address nutritional deficiencies;

(e Implement the 2000 Amster dam Declaration to Stop TB and the Strategy to
Roll Back Malaria in the Eur opean Region;

) Implement the recommendations of the WHO report, “ Childhood injuries- a
priority areafor thetransition countriesof Central and Eastern Europe and the newly
independent States”;

(9) Continueto cooperate with and seek assistance from, among others,
UNICEF and WHO.

574.  With regard to adolescent health, the Committee is concerned at the increasing number of
teenage pregnancies and the consequent number of abortions among girls under 18. The
Committee notes that various factors, including cultural attitudes and lack of personal knowledge
and communication skills on the part of parents may be barriers to obtaining accurate
reproductive health information and counselling. The Committee is also concerned at therisein
rates of STDs, particularly syphilis, gonorrhoea and HIV/AIDS. It isaso concerned with rising
substance abuse and tobacco use among adolescents.
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575. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake a compr ehensive study to assessthe nature and extent of
adolescent health problems and, with the full participation of adolescents, usethisasa
basisto formulate adolescent health policies and programmes,

(b) Ensure adolescents have accessto and are provided with education on
reproductive health and other adolescent health issues, including mental health, aswell as
with child-sensitive and confidential counselling services;

(© Consider participating in the European Network of Health Promoting
Schools;

(d) Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
576. Inthelight of article 24 of the Convention, the Committee expresses its concern at
problems of poor access to safe water and food security, exposure to toxic chemical's, and other
hazards arising from the Aral Sea disaster, which negatively impact upon the health of children
in the Karal pakstan region.
577. Inthelight of article 24 (c) of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party take all appropriate measures, including seeking inter national cooper ation, to
prevent and combat the damaging effects of environmental degradation on children,
including pollution and contamination of water supplies.
Children with disabilities
578. The Committee notes the 1991 Law on Socia Protection of the Disabled and the draft
programme of medical and social rehabilitation of the disabled (2001-2005). However, itis
concerned at the prevailing poor situation of children with disabilities. In particular, itis
concerned at:

The practice of ingtitutionalizing children with disabilities;

That education is predominantly segregated;

That access to special services such asrehabilitation islimited and severely strained;

There isinsufficient support for families;

Information from the delegation that pregnancies are commonly terminated when
foetuses show signs of disability upon screening.

579. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Review existing policiesand practicein relation to children with disabilities,
taking due account of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor Persons
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with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and of the Committee's
recommendations adopted at its Day of general discussion on children with disabilities
(CRCI/C/69, para. 338);

(b) Promote alter native measuresto prevent disability;

(© Provide early childhood care and special education for children with
disabilities;

(d) Make greater effortstoimplement alternativesto theinstitutionalization of
children with disabilities, including community-based rehabilitation programmes and
reunification of children with their parents,

(e Undertake awar eness campaigns which focus on prevention, inclusive
education, family care and the promotion of therights of children with disabilities;

) Give attention to combating negative societal attitudes towar ds disabled
children;

(9 Give adequate support, supervision and training to per sons wor king with
these children;

(h)  Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and WHO.
7. Education, leisure and cultural activities
Education
580. The Committeeis concerned at:
The low level of pre-school enrolment;

Declining enrolment and high drop-out, repetition and absenteeism rates in primary and
secondary schools;

Disparities according to gender and region;
Deterioration in infrastructure;
Deterioration in the quality of education, especialy of teaching and the curricula

581. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party, taking due account of the
Committee’' sgeneral comment No. 1 on the aims of education:

(@ Undertake greater effortsto allocate the required human and financial
resourcesto, inter alia, improve infrastructure, expand the provision of learning materials
and supplies and improve teachers salaries;



CRC/C/111
page 131

(b) Revisethe school curriculato reflect a child-centred, active-lear ning
approach;

(©) Promote the importance of early childhood care and development
programmes, especially among low-income households, and stimulate informal community
pre-school schemesin thisregard;

(d) Promote the participation of parentsand communities, especially ethnic
minorities, in school governance, to improve enrolment rates and monitor the quality of
education;

(e Introduce human rights, including the Convention, into the school curricula,
including at the primary school level;

) Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF and UNESCO.
8. Special measures of protection

Refugees and displaced per sons
582. In accordance with article 23 of the Constitution, which guarantees non-citizens and
statel ess persons rights and freedoms in accordance with internationa law, the Committee
welcomes the inclusion of a chapter on refugees in the draft law on migration. However, the
Committee is concerned that there is no existing legal framework for the protection of refugees.
583. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Ensurethat the draft law conformsto article 22 of the Convention and other
international standardson the protection of and assistance for refugee children, expedite

its promulgation and ensureits effective implementation;

(b) Consider acceding to the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees,
its 1967 Protocol, and the 1954 and 1961 Conventions on statel essness;

(© Continue and strengthen its cooper ation with UNHCR.
Armed conflict
584. The Committee expresses its concern at the negative impact on children of reported
military operations in the country (for example, in the Surkhandarya region, which involved the

relocation of villagers, and the mining of Uzbek-Tajik border areas).

585. Inthelight of article 38 and other relevant articles of the Convention, the
Committee recommends that the State party:

@ At all timesensurerespect for human rights and humanitarian law aimed at
the protection and care of children affected by armed conflict;
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(b) Provide physical rehabilitation and psychological recovery measuresfor
these children.

Street children

586. The Committee notes that the negative effects of the current economic crisis and
consequent deterioration in the family environment have resulted in an increasing number of
street children in Tashkent and other cities.

587. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Take effective measuresto ensurethat street children are provided with
adequate nutrition, clothing, housing, health care and educational opportunities, including
vocational and life-skillstraining in order to support their full development;

(b) Ensurethat street children are provided with recovery and reintegrative
servicesfor physical, sexual and substance abuse, and servicesfor reconciliation with their
families;

(© Undertake a study on the causes and scope of the phenomenon and establish
a compr ehensive strategy in cooperation with civil society with the aim of preventing and
reducing this phenomenon;

(d) Seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF.
Economic exploitation
588. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient information on children who work,
including in the informal sector, such asin agriculture. It isaso concerned that children
involved in cotton harvesting may be at risk of exposure to hazardous work conditions.
589. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Undertake a national survey on the causes and extent of child labour;

(b) Establish a minimum age for admission to employment, in accor dance with
the principles and provisions of the Convention, that is, in conformity with the age for
completion of education, and ensurethat it isenforced. Employersshould berequired to
have, and to produce on demand, proof of the age of all children working on their

premises;

(© Establish a mechanism to monitor theimplementation of standardswhich is
empower ed to receive and address complaints of violations;

(d)  Carry out campaignsto inform and sensitize the general public, especially
parents and children, of work hazards,
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(e Consider ratification of ILO Conventions No. 138 on the minimum age for
admission to employment, and No. 182 on the wor st for ms of child labour;

) Seek assistancefrom ILO.
Sexual exploitation

590. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient data and awareness concerning the
phenomenon of sexual exploitation of children in Uzbekistan.

591. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake a national study on the nature and extent of sexual exploitation of
children (i.e. sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography) and that
disaggregated data be compiled and kept up to dateto serve asa basisfor designing
measures and evaluating progressin thisarea;

(b) Review itslegisation and ensurethat it criminalizes the sexual exploitation
of children, isgender neutral and penalizes all offendersinvolved, whether local or foreign,
while ensuring that the child victims are not penalized;

(©) Ensurethat legal proceduresare simplified so that responses are
appropriate, timely and sensitive to victims;

(d) Establish recovery and social reintegration programmesfor child victims;

(e Train personne working with child victims;

) Carry out awar eness-raising campaignsto sensitize and mobilize the general
public on the child’sright to physical and mental integrity and safety from sexual
exploitation.

Administration of juvenilejustice

592. The Committee is concerned about insufficient information in the area of juvenile justice,
and it is particularly concerned about:

Children arrested and held in custody without being able to exercise their right to a
lawyer;

Children subjected to ill-treatment and unlawful investigative methods,

The length of pre-trial detention;



CRC/C/111
page 134

Conditionsin detention centres and penal coloniesin Uzbekistan;

Treatment in special schools for juveniles (for example, the Special School for
Girls No. 4, Kokand).

593. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Establish a minimum age of criminal responsibility in accordance with the
principles and provisions of the Convention;

(b) Ensurethat the criminal justice system fully integratesinto itslegislation and
practice the provisions of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, aswell as
other relevant international standardsin thisarea, such asthe Beijing Rules, the Riyadh
Guidelines, the United Nations Rulesfor the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty and the Vienna Guidelinesfor Action on Children in the Criminal Justice System;

(© Ensurethat children arenot arbitrarily arrested, that deprivation of liberty
isonly used asa measure of last resort, for the shortest possible time, isauthorized by the
court and that personsunder 18 are not detained with adults;

(d) Ensurethat children have accessto legal aid and independent and effective
complaints mechanisms;

(e Consider alternative measuresto deprivation of liberty, such as probation,
community service or suspended sentences,

)] Train professionalsin the area of rehabilitation and social reintegration of
children;

(9 Seek assistance from, among others, OHCHR, the Centrefor International
Crime Prevention, the I nternational Networ k on Juvenile Justice and UNICEF, through
the Coordination Panel on Technical Advice and Assistance on Juvenile Justice.

9. Optional Protocols

594. The Committee encour agesthe State party to ratify the Optional Protocolsto the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nogr aphy, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

10. Dissemination of documents

595. Finally, the Committee recommends that in accordance with article 44,
paragraph 6, of the Convention, theinitial report presented by the State party be made
widely availableto the public at large and that consideration be given to the publication
of thereport along with thewritten answersto thelist of issuesraised by the Committee,
therelevant summary records of the discussion, and the concluding obser vations adopted
thereon by the Committee following its consideration of thereport. Such a document
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should be widely distributed in order to gener ate debate and awar eness of the Convention
and itsimplementation and monitoring within the Gover nment, the Parliament and the
general public, including concerned non-gover nmental organizations.

CapeVerde

596. The Committee considered the initial report of Cape Verde (CRC/C/11/Add.23) at

its 445th to 446th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.445-446), held on 10 October 2001, and adopted, at
the 749th meeting (CRC/C/SR.749), held on 12 October 2001, the following concluding
observations.

A. Introduction

597. The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’sinitial report and the
promptly submitted written repliesto itslist of issues (CRC/C/Q/CAP/1). The Committee notes
the very constructive dialogue it held with the State party’ s high-ranking delegation, directly
implicated in the Convention’ s implementation, and the delegation’ s positive reaction to the
Committee’ s various suggestions.

B. Positivefactors

598. The Committee welcomes the many improvements in respect for children’s rights and the
situation of children within the State party over the last two decades. The Committee notes the
marked improvement of health indicatorsincluding, in particular, the sharp drop in the mortality
rate of children under five and the major increase in school enrolment.

599. The Committee notes the very positive aims of education within the State party’ s national
education curriculum and the establishment of ateacher training institute.

600. The Committee notes the State party’ s adoption of the Constitution in 1992 which
makes reference to children’ s rights, the adoption of a Minors Code, amendments to the
Civil Code and Family Code, the adoption of a national declaration on socia policy with
regard to children and adolescents and the award of a UNICEF children’s rights prize to the
Institute for Minorsin Cape Verde.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Convention

601. The Committee notes the difficult economic conditions within the State party and the
situation of poverty confronted by alarge proportion of the population.

602. The Committee notes the State party’ s geographic spread over several islands which,
combined with other difficulties, poses problemsin the provision of services. The Committee
notes, in addition, the absence of natural resources, the limited availability of clean drinking
water, regular periods of drought and a process of desertification.
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D. Principal subjectsof concern, suggestions and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
L egidation
603. Noting the recent efforts to amend the Minors Code and the Family Code, the Committee
remains concerned that further strengthening of legislation is required. The Committeeisaso
concerned that the Convention is not applied directly by the courts and administrative structures

in the State party and that, given the incompatibility of some elements of domestic legislation,
this may lead to practices that are not in accordance with the Convention.

604. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Amend outdated legislation and adopt new legislation, including the new
Penal Code, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention;

(b) Encourage domestic judicial and administrative mechanismsto apply the
Convention directly in domestic proceedings.

Implementation and coor dination

605. The Committee is concerned that implementation of the Convention is hindered by
insufficient coordination between ministries and other mechanisms responsible for
implementation, including between public and private institutions.

606. TheCommittee:

(@) Recommendsthat the State party strengthen implementation of the
Convention and establish a mechanism with a suitable mandate and adequate resour ces
to coordinate policy and programmesin thisregard;

(b) Noting that the Instituto Cabo Verdiano dos Menores (ICM) functions
effectively on two islands, the Committee recommendsthat the State party consider
extending itswork to therest of the country, providing it with additional financial and
human resour ces and reinforcing its status,

(© Recommendsthat the State party make greater effortsto coordinate the
work of public and private institutions.

National Plan of Action

607. Noting the State party’ s National Plan of Action for childhood and adolescence, the
Committee remains concerned that the Plan has not been implemented.
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608. The Committee strongly recommendsthat the State party update and implement its
Plan of Action for childhood and adolescence at national and local levels and in accor dance
with the Convention’s principles and provisions.

Data

609. The Committeeis concerned at the lack of the systematic and comprehensive collection
of disaggregated data for all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of
children in order to monitor and evaluate progress achieved and assess the impact of policies
adopted with respect to children.

610. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Develop a system of data collection and indicator s consistent with the
Convention and disaggr egated by gender, age, and urban and rural area. Thissystem
should cover all children up to the age of 18 years, with specific emphasis on those who are
particularly vulnerable, including child victims of abuse, neglect, or ill-treatment; children
with disabilities; street children; child victims of sexual exploitation; children in conflict
with thelaw; and children living in isolated areas;

(b) Usetheseindicatorsand data for the formulation, implementation and
evaluation of policies and programmesfor strengthening respect of the Convention.

Monitoring

611. While noting the recent establishment of the National Commission on Human Rights and
its sub-commissions, the Committee is concerned at the absence of an effective and independent
mechanism for monitoring the Convention’ s implementation.

612. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Consider the establishment of an independent national human rights
institution in accor dance with the Principlesrelating to the status of national institutions
for the promotion and protection of human rights (General Assembly resolution 48/134) to
monitor and evaluate progressin theimplementation of the Convention at the national and
local levels. Thisinstitution should be accessible to children and empower ed to receive and
investigate complaints of violations of child rightsin a child-sensitive manner and to
addressthem effectively;

(b) Consider the development of a focal point on children’srightswithin the
National Commission on Human Rights.

Allocation of adequate resour ces
613. While noting the State party’ s provision of significant proportions of its budgetary

resources to sectors of benefit to children, the Committee remains concerned that the lack of
adequate data makes it difficult to assesses accurately the investment made directly for the
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Convention’simplementation. The Committee is concerned, in addition, that additional
resources are urgently required for securing respect for the economic, socia and cultural rights
of children.

614. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Systematically assessthe impact of budgetary allocations on the
implementation of child rights and disseminate information in thisregard,;

(b) Ensuretheallocation and distribution, to the maximum extent possible, of
availableresources at the national and local levels and, where needed, within the
framework of international cooperation;

(©) Consider itsobligations under the Convention in all aspects of its
negotiations with international financial institutions and other donors, to ensurethat the
economic, social and cultural rights of children arerespected.

Cooper ation with civil society

615. The Committee is concerned that civil society, including NGOs, was not sufficiently
involved in the process of drafting the State party’ s report and has been insufficiently implicated
in implementation of the Convention.

616. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party make greater effortsto:

(@ Reinfor ce cooper ation with NGOsworking in all domains of relevanceto the
Convention’simplementation;

(b)  Support thework of NGOsin the area of children’srights.
Dissemination of the Convention
617. While noting the State party’s efforts to promote the Convention, including in schools,
the Committee remains concerned that there is insufficient awareness of the Convention among
children, professionals working with children, parents and the public in general.

618. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Strengthen its effortsto disseminate the principlesand provisions of the
Convention, as a measur e to sensitize society on children’srights;

(b) Involve local communitiesin its programmesin order to combat customs and
traditionsthat impede the implementation of the Convention and adopt creative measures
of communication for involving personswho areilliterate;

(©) Undertake systematic education and training on the provisions of the
Convention for all professional groupsworking for and with children, in particular
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parliamentarians, judges, lawyers, law enfor cement officials, civil servants, municipal and
local workers, personnel working in institutions and places of detention for children,
teachers, health personnel, including psychologists, and social workers;

(d) Ensurethe provision of human rights education, including on the rights of
the child, in all schools;

(e Seek technical assistance from, among others, OHCHR and UNICEF.
2. Definition of the child

619. The Committeeis concerned that the number of years of compulsory education under
existing provisionsisinsufficient.

620. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ I ncrease the number of yearsof compulsory education, including by
extending the minimum age for leaving education;

(b) Take stepsto close gaps between the minimum age for work and the end of
compulsory education, so asto ensure that children do not end their education prematurely
to begin work;

(© Seek technical assistance from UNESCO and ILO, asappropriate, in
thisregard.

3. General principles

621. The Committee is concerned that the principles of non-discrimination (article 2 of

the Convention), best interests of the child (art. 3), survival and development (art. 6) and
respect for the views of the child (art. 12) are not fully reflected in the State party’ s legidlation
and administrative and judicial decisions, aswell asin policies and programmes relevant to
children at both national and local levels.

622. The Committee recommendsthat the State party appropriately integrate general
principles of the Convention, in particular the provisions of articles2, 3, 6 and 12, in all
relevant legislation concer ning children and apply them in all palitical, judicial and
administrative decisions, aswell asin projects, programmes and services which have an
impact on all children. These principles should guide planning and policy-making at every
level, aswell as actionstaken by social and health welfare institutions, courts of law and
administrative authorities.

Discrimination
623. The Committee is concerned that the Constitution does not include provisions prohibiting

discrimination against children with disabilities and that discrimination against women, which
may have an impact on their children, remains commonplace in practice.
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624. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Ensurethat the Constitution and other relevant legislation prohibit
discrimination on all grounds covered by the Convention’s article 2 including, in
particular, discrimination on the basis of disability;

(b)  Strengthen its effortsto end discrimination against women through,
inter alia, the use of infor mation campaigns and programmes promoting the advancement
of women.

625. The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic

report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted
at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racia Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
Intolerance, and taking account of the Committee’ s general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1) of
the Convention on the aims of education.

Child participation

626. While noting the State party’s efforts in this regard, including both the establishment of a
children’s parliament and the State party’s effortsin 1998 to raise awareness of children’sright
to participate, the Committee remains concerned that thisright is not adequately respected in the
context of, inter alia, the family, schools and policy-making.

627. Inlight of article 12, the Committee recommendsthat the State party strengthen its
effortsto ensurerespect for children’sright to participate through, inter alia:

@ The use of promotion campaignstar geting par ents, teachersand children;

(b) Continuing support to the children’s parliament and ensuring that
conclusions and recommendations made by this parliament are taken into consider ation
in the State party’s decision-making process.

4. Civil rightsand freedoms

Birth registration and theright to identity
628. While welcoming the significant progress made by the State party in increasing rates of
birth registration, the Committee remains concerned that a large proportion of children are till
not registered at birth.
629. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Continue and strengthen itsongoing effortsto raise birth registration levels
including through facilitating the birth registration process, raising awar eness among

parents, increasing resour ces available to registering authorities and establishing birth
registration facilitiesin hospitals with mater nity clinics;
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(b)  Giveparticular attention to isolated communities, including those on less
populated idands.

Corporal punishment

630. The Committee is concerned that corporal punishment iswidely practised in the home
and in schools, and by the police forces against vulnerable groups such as street children.

631. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Take stepsto end the practice of corporal punishment in schoolsand in the
home;

(b)  Conduct, inter alia, awareness-raising and education campaignsto change
public attitudes,

(© Provide training and infor mation on alter native for ms of non-violent
disciplineand ensurethat these are administered in a manner consistent with the child’s
human dignity and in conformity with the Convention, especially articles 19 and 28 (2).

5. Family environment and alternative care
Family structure

632. The Committeeis concerned that the family structure, and particularly the care and
protection it provides to children in the State party, is weakened by a combination of alack of
resources, poor housing conditions, a lack of free day care for single-parent-headed families, an
insufficient social security and welfare system and the union libre fixe practice of parental
relationships.

633. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

@ Give careful consideration to ways of providing improved protection and
care of children and their rightsin the context of the family, and that subsequent action be
taken urgently towards strengthening children’sfamily life;

(b) Consider the provision of assistance to familiesthrough, inter alia, a national
plan for families and additional assistanceto single-parent families, including with regard
to securing child maintenance payments from the parent whoisnot caring for the child,;

(© Study theimpact of the union librefixe relationship structure on children
and develop specific programmes to address problemsidentified;

(d)  Seek assistance from UNICEF in thisregard.
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Abuse, mistreatment and domestic violence

634. The Committee is concerned at incidents of abuse, including sexual abuse and incest, and
the mistreatment of children in the family. The Committee is concerned, in addition, at the
incidence of domestic violence, which has a negative impact on children.

635. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party make every effort:

(@) To monitor and record incidents of abuse, including sexual abuse and incest,
mistreatment of children and domestic violence, including violence against women in the
family, making particular effortsto improve data collection on these concerns,

(b) Effectively investigate cases of domestic violence and violence in schools,
through a child-sensitive judicial procedure, and apply sanctionsto perpetratorswith due
regard given to guaranteeing theright to privacy of the child;

(© Proceed with a study of violence against women and addr ess this concern
through, inter alia, the promotion of women’s human rights, the strengthened
implementation of relevant provisionsin the Constitution and other legal instruments,
and by ensuring that women have access to suitable complaint mechanisms,

(d) Ensurethat cultural taboos discour aging complaints of violence are
broken down;

(e Give appropriate weight to children’sviewsin legal proceedings, provide
support servicesto child witnessesin legal proceedings and servicesfor physical and
psychological recovery and social reintegration of the victims of rape, abuse, neglect,
ill-treatment, violence or exploitation, in accordance with article 39 of the Convention; and
take measuresto prevent the criminalization and stigmatization of victims,

) Seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF.
Alternative care
636. Noting the State party’ s efforts, including a study on the traditional system of foster care
for orphans (see, inter alia, paragraph 119 of the State party’s report), the Committee remains
concerned that the foster care system requires strengthening.
637. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take action to improve the foster
care system, including consider ation of recommendations made by the study and in respect
of the Convention’s provisions.

Adoption

638. Noting in particular the State party’ s very large emigrant population, the Committee is
concerned at potential violations of children’ s rightsin the context of intercountry adoption.



CRC/C/111
page 143

639. The Committee recommendsthat the State party adopt and implement
the 1993 Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooper ation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption.

6. Basic health and welfare

640. While noting the significant progress made, the Committee remains concerned at health
problems among children such as the deaths of infants and children caused by diarrhoeal
diseases, respiratory infections and malnutrition. The Committee is concerned, in particular, by
the limited access to health services of children living in rural communities, and particularly on
more remote islands, and the threat of HIV/AIDS.

641. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Pursue and strengthen its effortsto improve accessto health care, including
primary health care, giving particular attention to major causes of infant and child
mortality and to major illnesses and diseases,

(b)  Giveparticular attention to children livingin rural areasand on remote
iIsands and to the prevention of the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Adequate standard of living

642. While noting the State party’s efforts in this regard, the Committee remains concerned at
the large proportion of children and their families living in poverty. The Committeeis
concerned, in particular, by weaknesses in the social security system, poor housing conditions,
the lack of adequate sanitary facilities and the lack of easy access for many families and children
to clean drinking water.

643. The Committee urgesthe State party:

@ To ensurethat itsanti-poverty programme takesinto consider ation
children’srightsin the context of, inter alia, an adequate standard of living;

(b)  Todevelop programmes of major improvementsto the social security
system, housing conditions of children, home sanitation facilities and access to clean
drinking water.

Children with disabilities

644. The Committee is concerned that the rights of children with disabilities are not fully
respected and that available specialized assistance, including economic assistance, is insufficient.
The Committee is concerned, in addition, at the absence of public schools or trained teachers for
children with disabilitiesin need of special facilities.
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645. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Make urgent effortsto improverespect for therightsof children with
disabilities, including therightsto non-discrimination, family life, an adequate standard of
living, health care, education and leisure;

(b)  Continueto provide and encourage accessto theregular education system
for children with disabilitieswho are able to participatein this system;

(© Ensurethat, where necessary, specialized educational and health assistance
are made available to children with disabilitiesin need of such assistance;

(d) Ensurethe provision of specialized servicesfor children with disabilities
making a transition to the regular education system;

(e Provide additional assistance to families caring for children with disabilities;

() Develop and implement infor mation campaigns tar geting, among others,
parents, teachers, care giversand children, on therightsof children with disabilities,
including theright to equal treatment;

(9 Seek technical assistance from UNICEF and WHO.
Adolescent health

646. The Committee is concerned that adolescents face numerous risks, including from life on
the street, sexual exploitation, mistreatment, alcohol, tobacco and drug abuse and delinguency,
and that there are no statistics available to indicate the number of adolescents exposed to these
dangers. The Committee is concerned, in addition, at the high rates of teenage pregnancy, the
incidence of sexually transmitted diseases, the potential spread of HIV/AIDS and the incidence
of unsafe abortions occurring outside the health service structure.

647. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Ensurethat itschild rights policy takesinto consideration therisksfaced by
adolescents and that every effort is madeto ensure that adolescents have accessto
appropriate health, including mental health, care and legal assistance;

(b)  Givespecial attention to sexual exploitation, mistreatment, and alcohal,
tobacco and substance abuse;

(©) Give special attention to teenage pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases,
HIV/AIDS and unsafe abortions, including through the provision of sex education for all
adolescents;
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(d) Ensurethe provision of child-sensitive health assistance, education and
counselling, in full respect of the child’sright to privacy;

(e Seek technical assistance from, among others, UNFPA and WHO.
7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

648. The Committee is concerned that the quality of education islow and, in particular, that
thereisa serious lack of resources and didactic material in schools, that the training of teachers
remains insufficient and that the drop-out rate of children from secondary education is high. The
Committee is concerned that access to pre-school education isvery limited. While noting gender
equality in admissions to primary education, the Committee is concerned that some adolescents
are excluded from the system of compulsory education. The Committeeis concerned, in
addition, that not all children are fluent in both Creole and Portuguese and that these children
risk being marginalized, given that school education isin Portuguese.

649. Noting effortstoincrease enrolment levels, particularly to primary school, the
Committee recommends that the State party:

@ Make urgent effortsto improve the quality of education throughout the
education system, including through reference to the Committee’ s general comment No. 1
on article 29 of the Convention on the aims of education;

(b) Strengthen thetraining of teachersand the provision of resources, including
didactic materials;

(© Improve access to pre-school education for all children, giving particular
attention to children from disadvantaged backgrounds,

(d) Make effortsto increase the number of children completing secondary
education;

(e Ensurefull accessfor all children to compulsory education;
) Take stepsto ensurethat all children arefluent in Creole and Portuguese;
(9) Seek technical assistance from UNICEF in thisregard.
8. Special protection measures
Refugees
650. The Committee notes the relativel y unimpeded access of refugees to the State party, but

remains concerned that the State party has not yet ratified internationa instruments with regard
to the protection of stateless persons.
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651. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:
(@ Continue effortsto ensure full respect for therights of refugee children;
(b) Ratify the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons;
(© Ratify the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.

Child labour

652. The Committee is concerned at practices of child labour, including the use of children to
wash cars and sell goods on the streets.

653. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

@ Ensure implementation of international labour standardswith regard to
children;

(b)  Consider raising the minimum age for work;

(© Consider ratification of the 1973 1L O Convention No. 138 concerning
Minimum Agefor Admission to Employment and the 1999 IL O Convention No. 182
concer ning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms
of Child Labour.

Sexual exploitation and trafficking

654. The Committee is concerned at practices of sexual violence and exploitation of children,
including child prostitution, primarily affecting girls but also including boys, such as on the
island of Sal. The Committee is concerned that, with increasing tourism, sexual exploitation of
children may increase and that there may be incidents of trafficking in children.

655. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Conduct a study to assessthe extent of the sexual exploitation and
prostitution of and potential trafficking in children;

(b) Strengthen its effortsto address sexual violence and exploitation of children,
including prostitution, inter alia through the judicial system, the media and through
information campaigns, while also ensuring the protection of children’sright to privacy
and other relevant concerns;

(© Take action to prevent the trafficking of children and to identify and
implement solutions;
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(d) Develop a National Plan of Action to address sexual exploitation, taking into
account the recommendations formulated in the Agenda for Action adopted at the World
Congress Against Commer cial Exploitation of Children, held in Stockholm in 1996;

(e Seek technical assistance from UNICEF-.

Street children

656. The Committee is concerned at the presence of children living and/or working in the
street, in particular in the urban centres of Mindelo, Praia and Sal and that these children are
vulnerable to mistreatment, abuse and exploitation, including thieving on behalf of adults.

657. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Implement measuresto protect and assist children who are living and/or
working in the street;

(b) Take stepsto address the causes of this concern;

(© Develop solutionsto prevent children from living and/or workingin the
streetsand provide assistance to children in leaving the street, including through family
reunification programmes, educational assistance and appropriate rehabilitation;

(d) Seek technical assistance from UNICEF.

Substance abuse

658. Noting the work of the national committee combating drug abuse, the Committee is
concerned at the incidence of substance abuse by children, particularly in the urban centres of
Praia, Mindelo and Sal.

659. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Reinforcethe work of the national committee;

(b) Strengthen itseffortsto addressthe abuse of substances by children.
Juvenilejustice
660. The Committee is concerned that, in practice, juvenile justice standards are not applied
because of severe weaknesses in the functioning of the Commission for the Protection of Minors,
the absence of appropriate institutions for the implementation of some juvenile justice measures,
the insufficient capacity of courts and the backlog of cases, and an overall lack of financial and
human resources. The Committee is concerned, inter alia, by the lack of alternative measuresto

detention for children over 16, the incarceration of children with adults, and the fact that detained
children do not receive any formal education.
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661. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Proceed with itseffortsto strengthen the system of juvenilejusticein the
spirit of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and other United Nations
standardsin thefield of juvenilejustice, including the United Nations Standard Minimum
Rulesfor the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations
Guidelinesfor the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines), the
United Nations Rulesfor the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty and the
Vienna Guidelinesfor Action on Children in the Criminal Justice System;

(b) Consider deprivation of liberty only asa measure of last resort, for all
children up to the age of 18 and for the shortest possible period of time, limit by law the
length of pre-trial detention, and ensurethe availability of suitable alternativesto
detention;

(© Provide children with legal assistance at an early stage of proceedings;

(d) Protect therights of children deprived of their liberty and improve their
conditions of detention and imprisonment, including by solving the problem of
overcrowded prisons and establishing special facilitiesfor children with conditions suitable
to their age and needs; and in the meantime, ensurethat children are separated from
adultsin prison and in pre-trial detention facilities,

(e Ensurethat children up to the age of 18 in conflict with the law are not
treated like, and do not receive the same sanctions as adults.

)] Ensurethat children are ableto remain in regular contact with their families
whilein the juvenilejustice system;

(9 Establish an independent child-sensitive and accessible system for complaints
for children;

(h) Introduce training programmes on relevant inter national standardsfor all
professionalsinvolved with the system of juvenile justice;

(1) Establish a programme of rehabilitation and reintegration of juveniles
following justice proceedings,

() Request technical assistancein the area of juvenile justice and police training
from, among others, OHCHR, the United Nations Centrefor International Crime
Prevention, the I nternational Networ k on Juvenile Justice and UNICEF, through the
United Nations Coor dination Panel on Technical Advice and Assistance on Juvenile
Justice.
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9. Optional protocols and article 43 (2)
662. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Consider ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and
the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts.

(b)  Accept theamendment to article 43 (2) of the Convention.
10. Dissemination of documents

663. Finally, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the Committee
recommendsthat theinitial report and written replies submitted by the State party be
made widely available to the public at large and that the publication of thereport be
considered, along with therelevant summary records and concluding obser vations adopted
by the Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to generate
debate and awar eness of the Convention and itsimplementation and monitoring within all
levels of administration of the State party and the general public, including concer ned
non-gover nmental or ganizations.

[11. INTER-SESSIONAL ACTIVITIESOF THE COMMITTEE

664. During the session, the Committee was informed by members about various meetingsin
which they had participated.

665. Ms. Karp participated in the second International Child Rights Education Conference
(18-22 August) in Victoria-British Columbia (Canada). Ms. Karp addressed the Conference and
discussed the general comment of the Committee on article 29.1 of the Convention, in the
framework of a panel discussion on freedom of religion and multicultural education. Ms. Karp
also participated in the eighth European ISPCAN (International Society for the Prevention of
Child Abuse and Neglect) Conference held from 24 to 27 August 2001 in Istanbul. Her lecture
addressed the impact of the Convention on the protection of children from abuse and neglect.

666. Ms. Chutikul made presentations at the following events: Child protection: our
challenges and commitments, The East and Pacific fifth Ministerial Consultation on shaping the
future of children, UNICEF, Beijing, (May 2001); Combating trafficking in children and women:
children’s and women’ s rights, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asiaand
Pacific, Bangkok, (June 2001); the rights of the child: international status and indicators,
International Symposium on Child Protection, Taipel, (September 2001); The effect of poverty
and violence on children: the rights based approach, triennial council of Worldvision
International, Los Angeles, United States of America (August 2001); Solution to trafficking in
women and children, Greater Mekong, subregional workshop on legal measures against
transnational organizational crime and trafficking in persons, especialy women and children,
The Law Institute, Bangkok, (September 2001).
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667. Ms. Ouedraogo, participated along with Mr. Doek, in aworkshop held in Geneva,
Switzerland from 25 to 27 June 2001 entitled “The Application of Human Rightsto
Reproductive and Sexual Health - Glen Covet5”. She made a statement on the work of

the Committee on the Rights of the Child in the field of reproductive health rights.

From 19 to 21 August, Ms. Ouedraogo participated to the second International Child Rights
Education Conference in Victoria. From 31 August to 7 September 2001, Ms. Ouedraogo and
Mr. Doek attended the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia
and Related Intolerance in Durban, South Africa where they represented the Committee.

Mr. Doek participated in two side-events: one entitled “ Elements of a global alliance against
racism: roles and responsibilities of human rights treaty bodies, national human rights
institutions, and other relevant institutions” and the other entitled “The child’ s right to education:
the World Conference against Racism and the General Assembly specia session on children”.

668. Mr. Doek represented the Committee at the 13th meeting of Persons Chairing human
rights treaty bodies held from 25 to 27 June 2001 in Geneva. On 16 July he made a presentation
on foster care and the Convention on the Rights of the Child at the International Conference on
Foster Carein Veldhoven, the Netherlands. Finally, Mr. Doek participated in an expert seminar
organized by the European Forum on Child Welfare on discrimination in the juvenile justice
system and child protection.

V. COOPERATION WITH UNITED NATIONS
AND OTHER COMPETENT BODIES

669. During the pre-sessional working group and the session, the Committee held various
meetings with United Nations bodies and specialized agencies, as well as other competent
bodies, in the framework of its ongoing dialogue and interaction with these bodies in the light of
article 45 of the Convention.

670. On 25 September 2001, the Committee met with Juan Miguel Petit, the newly appointed
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography. Mr. Petit briefly introduced himself and told the Committee that his work would
be centred around three main components. information and data collection; field visits, and
support to individuals and organizations working directly with and for children. Mr. Petit
stressed his wish to collaborate closely with the Committee in the future.

671. On 2 October 2001, the Committee met with Frans Rosel aers, Director of the ILO
InFocus Programme on Child Labour (ILO/IPEC). Hefirst expressed concern over some
wording of the draft outcome document of the special session on children which could challenge
the internationally agreed goal of eliminating child labour. Mr. Roselaers indicated that ILO
would make amajor contribution to the second World Congress against the Commercia Sexual
Exploitation of Children to be held in Y okohama, Japan, from 17 to 20 December 2001, based
on its solid experience in technical cooperation related to thisissue. Mr. Roselaers underlined
that the ILO Convention No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for

the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour had been ratified by 100 States as

of 2 October 2001 and added that 1L O was grateful to the Committee for its support for the
promotion of ILO Conventions.
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672. Finally, Mr. Roselaers informed the Committee about the new devel opments within
ILO/IPEC. He provided information on the Time Bound Programmes (TBPs), the new and
integrated |PEC approach, whose aim was to accelerate the process of eradicating the worst
forms of child labour by linking actions against child labour to the national development effort as
awhole. El Salvador, the United Republic of Tanzaniaand Nepa were the three first countries
to have made clear commitment to this approach.

673.  During the discussion which followed, the Committee asked from ILO better
disaggregated data on child labour, including indicators on the impact of the IPEC programme
on child labour in the States concerned. It was also underlined that alink between child labour
and education should be systematically made, notably to avoid a gap between the age of ending
compulsory education and the minimum age for admission to employment.

V. DAY OF GENERAL DISCUSSION

674. In accordance with rule 75 of its provisiona rules of procedure, the Committee on the
Rights of the Child decided to devote periodically one day of general discussion to a specific
article of the Convention or to a child rights theme in order to enhance understanding of the
contents and implications of the Convention.

675. Atitstwenty-third session, in January 2000, the Committee decided to devote two annual
days of general discussion (in September 2000 and September 2001) to the theme “Violence
against children”.

676. Inan outline prepared to guide the genera discussion on “Violence against children,
within the family and in schools’ (for the full outline, see CRC/C/103, annex Vl1), the
Committee pointed out that the Committee had already held several discussion days on issues of
relevance to this topic, including:

— in 1992 on children in armed conflict;

in 1993 on economic exploitation of children;

— in 1994 on the role of the family in the promotion of the rights of the child;

in 1995 on the girl child;
— in 1995 on the administration of juvenile justice.

677. Inorder to have time for more detailed consideration, the Committee decided to focus the
discussion of “Violence against Children” in 2000 on State violence suffered by children living
in institutions managed, licensed or supervised by the State, and in the context of “law and
public order” concerns. In 2001, the focus would be on the problems of violence suffered by
children within the family and in schools. Thisdivision did not imply any conceptual distinction
and should not be seen as negating the many aspects shared by all forms of violence against
children.
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678. The Convention on the Rights of the Child establishes high standards for the protection
of children against violence, in particular under articles 19 and 28, as well as articles 29, 34, 37,
40, and others, but taking also into account the general principles contained in articles 2, 3

and 12 and, in particular, in article 6. The division of thisissue into two sub-themes for in-depth
working group discussion would unavoidably lead to a certain amount of overlap. Particular
attention should be paid during the discussions under both sub-themes to the position and special
vulnerability of children suffering discrimination on ethnic grounds and socio-economically
marginalized children; attention should also be paid to the distinct problems sometimes posed by
gender discrimination, as girls and boys could experience different patterns of abuse and
vulnerability.

679. Thetwo working groups would concentrate on the following issues:

@ Working Group | - violence within the family. The Convention on the Rights of
the Child enshrined the principle that parents and guardians bear the primary duty and
responsibility for the upbringing of children, with the necessary support of the State (arts. 5
and 18). Article 19 requires States to take all appropriate measures to protect children from all
forms of violence, abuse, neglect and maltreatment, including sexual abuse while in the care of
parents or legal guardians,

(b) Working Group Il - violencein schools. Thefirst aspect of violence against
children that violated the rights of children in schools, was that exerted by teachers upon
students, in the name of school discipline. Such methods of “discipline” (including corporal
punishment, but also other treatment that can be defined as “cruel, inhuman or degrading”) were
not consistent with the requirement of respect for the child’ s dignity and his or her rights under
the Convention, as specifically required by article 28.2. Discussions of violence against children
in schools would also be expected to cover the problem of bullying, or violence and harassment
suffered by students at the hands of other students. The failure to prevent such forms of violence
and to protect students from them could deny children their right to education as set out in
articles 28 and 29 of the Convention, aswell asinits general principles and in particular the right
to development enshrined in article 6.

680. The key objectives of the meeting would be:

(@ To present, analyse and discuss the nature, extent, causes and consequences of
violence against children as described above;

(b) To present and discuss policies and programmes (including legislative and other
measures) at the national and international levels to prevent and reduce these types of violence
against children;

(©) And, in particular, to present recommendations focusing on concrete measures
which should and could be taken by States parties to reduce and prevent violence against
children in these circumstances, including in particular:
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(i)  thereview of relevant legidation; and

(i) useful strategies for public information and education campaigns designed
to change cultural values and socia attitudes that sanction the use of
violence against children, in schools and within the family;

(d) To complement the recommendations adopted by the Committee as aresult of the
Day of General Discussion held in September 2000 on “ State Violence against Children” and
examine their relevance to the two sub-themes of violence against children in schools and within
the family.

681. Asfor previous thematic discussions, the Committee invited representatives of

United Nations organs, bodies and specialized agencies, as well as other competent bodies,
including non-governmental organizations, research and academic organizations and individual
experts, to contribute to the discussion.

682. Severa organizations and individual experts submitted contributions and other relevant
documents on thistheme. Thelist of these contributionsis contained in annex VI1II.

683. Representatives of the following organizations and bodies participated in the day of
general discussion:

Governmental Bodies

Children’s Services, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Finance and Planning, Ministry
of Health, Office of the Attorney-General, and Office of the Vice-President of Kenya;
Permanent Mission of the Democratic People’ s Republic of Koreato the United Nations
Office at Geneva; Children’s Rights Commission, Ministry of Education, and Ministry of
Justice of Oman.

United Nations entities and specialized agencies

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, United Nations Children’s Fund,
United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service, International Labour Organization,
World Health Organization (and its European Regional Office).

Nationa human rights institutions

Défenseure des enfants (France)

Non-governmental organizations

Article 12, Amnesty International, Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University,
Children’s Rights Alliance for England, Children’s Rights Centre of Gent University
(Belgium), Commission on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches,
Consortium for Street Children (United Kingdom), Coordination des ONG pour les droits
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de I’enfant/Kinderrechten Coadlitie (Belgium), Defence for Children International (DCI),
EPOCH-Worldwide, Falun Gong International Committee for Human Rights, Federation
for the Protection of Children’s Human Rights (Japan), Focal Point on Sexual
Exploitation of Children, Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children,
Human Rights Watch, HakiElimu (United Republic of Tanzania), Institut International
des Droits de I’ Enfant (Switzerland), Inter-African Committee on Harmful Traditional
Practices Affecting the Health of Women and Children, International Association of

Y outh and Family Judges and Magistrates, International Council of Women,
International Federation of Social Workers, International Save the Children Alliance,
International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN), Kenya
Alliance for the Advancement of Children, NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, Organisation pour la Sauvegarde des Droits de |’ Enfant (OSDE), Radda
Barnen Sweden, Save the Children Spain, Save the Children UK, SOS-Kinderdorf
International, University of Hull Law School (United Kingdom), Women's World
Summit Foundation, World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS),
World Organisation against Torture (OMCT), World Union of Catholic Women's
Organisations, World Vision International .

Individual experts

Bruce Abramson (consultant, Switzerland), Julie Biaggi (social worker, United States of
America) and Maitre Bouhoubeyni (lawyer, Mauritania).

684. The meeting was opened by Mr. Doek, Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of
the Child, who welcomed participants and guests. Thefirst part of the morning session (see
CRC/C/SR.729) was devoted to the statements of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Mary Robinson, a representative of UNESCO, Antonella Verdiani, a representative of UNICEF,
Marta Santos Pais, a representative of WHO, Alex Butchart and the Chairperson.

685. Mrs. Robinson welcomed the holding of the discussion day. Sherecalled the tragic
events of 11 September and pointed out that the violence suffered by children within the family
and in schools, while less often examined in the human rights context was nonethel ess of
fundamental importance. Mrs. Robinson pointed out that the human rights of children were
violated not only when violence was exerted by agents of the State, but also when States failed to
live up to their obligation to protect children from violence at the hands of others. Even when
the human rights of children and those of adults appeared to be in conflict, balancing such rights
did not amount to denying them. Recognizing children as fully fledged subjects of rights
required that mistreatment of children be considered unacceptable when it took forms that would
be considered intolerable if applied to adults. The High Commissioner called for the
international community to give greater priority to the protection of children against all forms of
violence.

686. Ms. Verdiani pointed out that the attacks in the United States had emphasized the
importance of combating violence in all its aspects, including through the development of a
culture of peace through education, an important area of activity for UNESCO.
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687. Ms. Santos Pais said that UNICEF was encouraged by the increased attention paid to the
protection of children against violence and the recognition of the need to learn more about the
magnitude of the problem. She said that there was a belief in certain quarters that children could
not successfully be taught discipline, given guidance or educated without some form of
punishment. She drew attention to the valuable information contained in reports prepared by
States as part of the review of progress accomplished since the World Summit for Children

in 1990, and in the Secretary-General’ s report “We the Children”. UNICEF had identified the
protection of children from abuse, violence and exploitation as one of itsfive priorities for the
next four years. Special emphasis would be put on seeking to ensure a safe environment for
children, including in the home and in school. UNICEF would conduct a study on freedom from
violence in education. Special attention needed to be paid to the particular vulnerability of
different groups of children and to the promotion of violence-free learning environments.
Violence as an educational or disciplinary measure should become athing of the past.

688. Mr. Butchart pointed out that the organization’s new corporate strategy endorsed a broad
approach to health, citing human rights as a new emphasis for WHO in itswork. Child abuse
and neglect were problems of epidemic proportion that inflicted damage both at the time of
abuse and again later, as they increased the risk that victims would be victimized again or would
themselves become perpetrators. Cross-country comparisons were problematic, but there
seemed to be substantial variationsin the prevalence of child abuse, indicating that violence,
with its many negative consequences for child health and development, was preventable. WHO
promoted a public health approach to preventing violence, grounded in human rights. Public
health served to support the practical realization of the legal obligation of States to protect the
rights of children. WHO was particularly active in the area of child rights and amed to build
bridges between human rights approaches and objective indicators of child safety by assisting in
the development of practical tools for use by policy makers and practitionersin delivering the
best possible preventive interventions. Resolution 49.25 adopted by the World Health Assembly
in 1996 declared violence to be a global public health problem. WHO would publish in 2002 its
first “World Report on Violence and Health”, which will be used to develop a global framework
for prevention, establishing links to human rights and international legal instruments that could
help to promote violence prevention. WHO believed in the need for an interdisciplinary
approach, and it could oversee a multi-country survey on the magnitude and nature of violence
against children, existing responses, and the use of the Convention. It could also provide
technical support at the local level, where needed, to implement the Convention, and would also
welcome and be ready to assist in the preparation of related general comments.

689. Mr. Doek pointed out that when large-scale and horrifying forms of violence dominated
the news, violence against children within the family and in schools could seem like a minor
problem, yet that was not the case. In terms of numbers and of life-long impact, violence against
children in such settings posed very serious threats to the child’'s development. Many millions of
children were physically, sexually and emotionally abused within the home, and many were also
victims of bullying and of violence from teachers. Special attention should be given to the
vulnerability of children suffering ethnic discrimination and socio-economically marginalized
children, who could be singled out for harassment at school or subjected to family violence that
escaped detection. Gender discrimination also posed distinct problems as girls and boys were
both subjected to violence but could experience different patterns of abuse and vulnerability,
with girls sometimes at higher risk of sexual abuse or forms of family violence that included
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“honour killings” and traditional harmful practices, while boys could be discriminated against by
legidation or socia values that could make them subject to brutal forms of school or family
“discipline’ not applied to girls.

690. The participants divided into two working groups for the rest of the morning session.
Working Group | on violence against children within the family was chaired by Mr. Doek.

John Kydd, of the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect
(ISPCAN) served as resource person for the group. Working Group |1 on violence against
children within schools was chaired by Ms. Karp, Rapporteur of the Committee. Rakesh Ragjani,
of HakiElimu, served as resource person for the group.

691. Mr. Kydd introduced the discussion in Working Group |. He emphasized the need for
reaching agreement on an integrated multisectoral approach to prevention and intervention based
on a common understanding of the problem. The Convention should serve as the framework to
define violence, covering al types of families and perpetrators. The categories of violence
included should also be clearly identified, and an analytical framework was needed that would
best allow the identification of underlying causes of violence, including the factors that
contributed to family violence. An agreed approach was also needed to identify the frequency
and severity of family violence globally. Mr. Kydd described the elements needed to promote
action against family violence. They included the need to involve different sectors of society,
from policy makers and health professionals to educators, legal professionals, the mass media,
organizations of civil society, religious and community leaders and the parents and children
themselves. Particular attention needed to be given to meaningful forms of child participation.
The signs and symptoms of family violence must be defined and the need for legal reform and
reporting systems for professionals assessed. Priorities for action must be defined, and attention
must be given to the local cultural and community context in doing so. There was a particular
need to identify successful programmes and approaches, for prevention, intervention and
recovery; legal reform; dissemination of the Convention and human rights education; public
awareness-raising campaigns; training of professionals; strengthened support and assistance to
families; reform of social care systems to emphasize multidisciplinary teams and approaches;
establishment of monitoring and complaint mechanisms; and child participation in the design of
effective strategies. Increased resources and attention must be allocated to the study and
prevention of family violence; to help promote higher priority, the size and cost of the problem
must be estimated.

692. Thediscussion in Working Group | revealed some differencesin emphasis and
preoccupations among participants from different countries. Some participants felt that priority
should be given in some countries to breaking taboos that made intervention within the family
almost impossible and to the adoption of legal frameworks that would establish the basic
principle of protection against violence within the family. Other participants felt that such an
approach would risk establishing fal se distinctions between different forms of violence whereas
all forms of violence against children, including psychologica and emotiona abuse and violence
used as aform of “discipline”, must be combated. All participants agreed that all forms of
violence should be considered unacceptable, but some felt that different forms of violence within
the family called for different approaches to prevention and protection that must be taken into
account in defining effective strategies. Thus, combating the use of corporal punishment asa
form of discipline required a positive approach, based on sensitization and education about the
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harmful impact of such forms of “discipline” and about the availability of alternative forms of
discipline and their greater effectiveness. Other forms of violence and abuse within the family
could be addressed without the need to provide alternatives. Several participants pointed to the
need to adopt broad and comprehensive approaches to violence against children within the
family, including, such issues as femal e genital mutilation, marital rape in connection with early
marriages, and violence inflicted by siblings rather than adults. Some participants suggested that
the definition of priorities and progressive strategies must take account of the context and
circumstances and should be left to the national and community levels.

693. The group then explored key elements that must be included in the design of effective
prevention, protection and recovery strategies. Participants gave particular attention to therole
of legislation and the need for appropriate legal frameworks. Some participants pointed out that,
while socially intolerable laws might be impossible to implement progressive legal reform must
nonetheless play a part in abroader strategy to bring about changes in cultural attitudes and
values that obstructed efforts to prevent violence against children within the family.

694. Participants also explored the fundamental importance of and great complexity involved
in increasing support and assistance to families, which must play the key role in preventing
family violence, particularly in helping to cope with economic and psychological stress and other
risk factors. The emphasis must be on education and support to parenting, rather than on
punishment. Prevention and protection efforts must emphasize the need to consider family
separation as ameasure of last resort, keeping in mind the best interests of the child and the need
to avoid further trauma. The aim must be to achieve the best outcome with the least invasive
intervention possible.

695. Inorder to promote the increased allocation of resources to the prevention of violence
against children, participants in Working Group | suggested that additional research was needed
in order to improve understanding of the factors that increased risk, of the effectiveness of
prevention and intervention programmes, and of the real social and economic costs that result
from violence. Among other key measures, participants mentioned the need for improved
training for professionals working with and for children, including health and education
professionals, social workers, legal and law enforcement professionals, etc.

696. Mr. Rgani introduced the subject of violence within schoolsin Working Group Il. He
suggested that the new vision of the status and dignity of children represented by the concept of
child rights provided the context in which to define violence. In that context even the argument
that corporal punishment could have a“beneficial” effect became questionable. In schools,
violence also manifested itself in bullying, sexual harassment, etc., and it was important to
understand the connections between the different forms of violence without defining it so
broadly that the concept lost its potency. Mr. Rajani pointed out that the usefulness of legal
reform might depend on other factors that made legidlation effective. He also brought up the
need for adiscussion of the extent to which local and cultural contexts should be taken into
account, including the role to be played by universal norms and international actors. The need to
extend action based on the Convention from the international and national arenas to local
communities should also be discussed. A major challenge was also posed by the question of
how to involve children meaningfully and institutionalize their participation. In addition,

Mr. Rajani suggested that both teachers and parents played akey role in relation to school
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violence and pointed to the need to discuss whether violence in that context should be
criminalized. Effective action based on child rights would require higher priority in the
allocation of resources, and advocacy efforts should reflect the experience gained in addressing
domestic violence and violence against women. Finally, Mr. Rajani pointed out that the
discussion should explore the best approaches to engaging with the public about alternatives to
violence that could be used to communicate and maintain discipline, and to support local
communitiesin finding alternative ways to relate to children. Being able to offer inspiring
alternatives could be more useful than condemning violence in achieving progress against it.

697. Aswasthe case for Working Group |, most of the issues identified during the discussion
in Working Group 1l are fully reflected in the recommendations adopted by the Committee. The
discussion on the definition of violence was brief, with general acknowledgement that all forms
of violence were interrelated and that focusing only on one would be counterproductive.

Parti cipants agreed that the problem of violence in schools was broader than the issue of corporal
punishment, and that it included violence inflicted by teachers on students and also among
students, including bullying and verbal harassment and abuse. Violence could escalate, from
verbal to physical or sexual abuse. Moreover, violence in schools was seen as inextricably
linked to violence with the family and community. The discussion focused mainly on the need
to define guiding principles for the creation of a climate of security in which learning could take
place. Approachesto preventing violence should be positive and guided by a vision that focused
on the human dignity of the child rather than on violence itself. Participants agreed that all
forms of violence should be considered unacceptable, regardiess of any claims about perceived
usefulness. Participants agreed to avoid a discussion on the universality of human rights norms
with regard to corporal punishment, while acknowledging that the development of effective
approaches at the international level must take account of the different local contexts, including
diversity in the approach taken by different cultures to raising children in violence-free settings.
The group also reached broad agreement on the need to address the issue of violence in schools
using a holistic approach to education that considered public schools as well as private
establishments and informal settings.

698. Participants highlighted the need for efforts to be comprehensive, and while the main
actor in countering violence must be the State, given its obligations under the Convention, efforts
must involve all stakeholders: children, teachers, parents and the local community. Participants
stressed the need to consider children’s experiences and to involve them in devising
interventions. Teachers needed to see the elimination of violence in schools as useful to improve
their own professional capacity, and parents and |local communities must be encouraged to
increase their involvement in the running of schools. Strategies discussed included the need for
teacher training, for research into other education models, for promotion of alternative
disciplinary measures, and for the establishment of systemsto detect violence at schools and of
centralized reporting mechanisms. Some participants pointed out that mandatory reporting must
respect the individual rights of each child, but might not always protect the best interests of the
childif it led to the involvement of law enforcement in circumstances where less intrusive
interventions might achieve better outcomes. Challenges identified during the discussion
included the need to bring about changes in attitudes, including among children, and to address
resource constraints. Some participants felt that limited resources made the elimination of
violence an unachievable ideal objective, while others pointed out that violence was aso present
in schools that had adequate salaries for teachers, class sizes, teaching materials and buildings.
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Participants noted the parallels that could be established with public campaigns and advocacy
targeting violence against women, and agreed that support must be given to movements that
empowered children.

699. During the afternoon session, the two working groups met again to discuss the draft
recommendations prepared by the rapporteurs for each group, in consultation with the
chairpersons. Mr. Kydd and Mr. Rajani, the rapporteurs of the two working groups, presented
to the plenary meeting the recommendations that had been identified by each group

(see CRC/C/SR.730). Ms. Karp, the Rapporteur of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
made some closing remarks. She emphasized that violence against children was an issue of
human rights and human dignity, and stressed the Committee’ s clearly expressed view that
corporal punishment should be considered unacceptable and that all forms of violence against
children should be prohibited. The day of general discussion had highlighted the need for a
positive strategic approach, constructive rather than punitive, to reflect the new vision of
childhood enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Empowerment of children,
teachers, parents and communities through increased awareness, training, support and full
participation would hopefully bring about change and lead to aless violent society, one where
dialogue and mutual respect would prevail and children feel safe. Mr. Doek reminded all
participants that the impact of violence on children could be dramatic and lead to the perpetration
of future acts of violence by the victims. He concluded by expressing the thanks of the
Committee to the two resource persons and invited guests, as well as for the support received
from the Secretariat. He closed the session by reminding al participants that the Committee
would review the proposals and adopt its recommendations at the end of the session.

700. Onthe basis of the recommendations of the two working groups, the following
recommendations were adopted by the Committee.

Guiding principles

701. The Committee urges that references to “family” and “school” not be understood as
narrowly defined. The referencesto “family” (or to “parents’) must be understood within the
local context and may mean not only the “nuclear” family, but also the extended family or even
broader communal definitions including grandparents, siblings, other relatives, guardians or care
providers, neighbours, etc. Similarly, all referencesto “school” (or to “teachers’) should be
understood to include schools, teaching institutions, and other formal and non-formal learning
environments.

702. The Committee recommends that an alternative vision of the school and the family that
respects the rights and dignity of all, including children, parents and teachers, should guide al
actions on the issue of violence against children. The main strategy should be to galvanize
actions around this vision rather than use punitive measures. In thisvision relations between and
among children and parents or teachers (as well as other family members or students) are
mutually respectful and the safety and security of all is promoted.
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703. The Committee considers that violence against children is unacceptable under any
circumstances, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
However, the actions to stop violence against children need to take adequate account of different
socia and cultural contexts and should be devised by fully engaged local actors. National
strategies should take fully into account the local context and actors.

704.  In conceptualizing violence, the Committee recommends that the critical starting point
and frame of reference be the experience of children themselves. Therefore, children and young
people must be meaningfully involved in promoting and strategizing action on violence against
children.

705. The Committee recommends that efforts be made to strengthen the link between
communities and families and between communities and schools. Community members,
including parents, children and teachers, need to be well informed about their rights and fully
involved in the life of the school, including in school governance.

706. The Committee recognizes that different forms of violence against children (such as
corporal punishment, bullying, sexual harassment and abuse, and verbal and emotional abuse)
are interlinked, and that violence in the family and school reinforce one another. Action against
violence therefore must take a holistic approach and emphasize non-tolerance of al forms of
violence. Physical violence and other more severe forms of violence are more likely where
everyday harassment istolerated. Tolerance of violence in one sphere makes it difficult to resist
it in another.

At theinternational leve

707.  In accordance with the provisions of article 45 (c) of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, the Committee recommends that the Secretary-General be requested, through the

Genera Assembly, to conduct an in-depth international study on violence against children. The
study should be as thorough and influential as the report of the expert appointed by the
Secretary-General, Graca Machel, on the Impact of armed conflict on children (A/51/306

of 26 August 1996). Such a study should:

@ Be guided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other relevant
international standards and take full account of the recommendations adopted by the Committee
at its days of general discussion in 2000 and 2001,

(b) Document the different types of violence of which children are victims, the
prevalence of such violence and itsimpact on children, adults and societies. Areas of study
should include violence within the family and the home, in schools and care or residential
ingtitutions, both State and private, in work situations and in the streets, in detention facilities
and prisons, violence by police and the use of capital and physical punishment. Violence should
include all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment,
including sexua abuse, bullying in schools and corporal punishment. Attention should be paid
to the impact of discrimination (including discrimination based on gender, race, economic status,
etc.) on the patterns of violence and vulnerability experienced by children;
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(© Seek to identify the causes of and factors contributing to violence against
children, including factors - such as the role of legidation, public education and training of
professionals - that contribute to or obstruct prevention, protection and recovery, and explore the
links between various provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other
international human rights treatiesin relation to violence against children;

(d) Draw primarily on existing research and documentation, including reports to and
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, specia rapporteurs and other United Nations and
United Nations-related bodies, including UNESCO, UNICEF, the United Nations Development
Fund for Women (UNIFEM), UNFPA and WHO, and studies conducted by academics, research
institutions and non-governmental organizations. The study should collect information on
various human rights mechanisms and United Nations bodies and agencies and the extent to
which the problem of violence against children is addressed in their activities from a human
rights perspective;

(e Be conducted in collaboration with al United Nations agencies and bodies,
particularly the Committee on the Rights of the Child, OHCHR and the United Nations human
rights mechanisms, UNICEF, WHO and UNESCO, as well as with relevant non-governmental
organizations, academic institutions and international professional organizations, and involve
children themselves.

On this basis, and taking into account information on the effectiveness of existing approaches,
the study should lead to the development of strategies aimed at effectively preventing and
combating all forms of violence against children, outlining steps to be taken at the international
level aswell as by States to provide effective prevention, protection, intervention, treatment,
recovery and reintegration.

708. The Committee recommends that account be taken of its general comment No. 1 on the
aims of education (article 29.1 of the Convention), which states that corporal punishment is not
compatible with the provisions of the Convention and emphasizes the impact of violence in
schools on the denial of the child s right to an education directed to the devel opment of the
child’ s personality, talents and mental and physical abilitiesto their fullest potential; to the
devel opment of respect for human rights and the values enshrined in the Convention; and to
preparation for aresponsible lifein afree society.

709. The Committee reaffirmsits call upon all States, concerned United Nations agencies and
bodies and non-governmental organizations to give priority attention to violence against children
at the General Assembly specia session on children, and to include in its resulting plan of action
steps to reduce and eliminate such violence.

710. The Committee urges United Nations bodies and agencies to adopt a more integrated
and multisectoral approach to the prevention of violence against children, including through
public health and epidemiological approaches, and taking into consideration poverty and
socio-economic marginalization and the impact of multiple forms of discrimination.

711. The Committee recommends that efforts be made by United Nations human rights
mechanisms with a mandate to consider individual complaints concerning violations of human
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rights to identify ways to respond more effectively to individual complaints concerning violence
against children, including violence within the family and in schools. It encourages
non-governmental organizations to disseminate information about the existence and functioning
of relevant mechanisms (including those under the Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, under article 22 of the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and under the new Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against WWomen).
Information should aso be disseminated about other United Nations and regional human rights
mechanisms, particularly the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Special
Rapporteurs on violence against women, on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography, on the right to education and on traditional practices affecting the health of women
and girls. The Committee also encourages non-governmental organizations and others to
consider the best ways in which they can provide legal and other assistance in bringing
individual complaints related to violations of the right of children to be protected against torture
and other forms of violence before the relevant United Nations and regional human rights
mechanisms.

712.  The Committee recommends that effective measures be sought to strengthen existing
United Nations human rights mechanismsin order to ensure that all forms of violence against
children, including within the family and in schools, is adequately addressed. The Committee
encourages the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to organize a workshop for
al relevant treaty bodies and special procedures, involving United Nations bodies and agencies,
regional human rights mechanisms and relevant non-governmental organizations, to examine:

@ Violence against children;

(b) The effectiveness of existing United Nations mechanismsin addressing this
phenomenon, and the need for other competent United Nations human rights bodies to include
the matter of violence against children in their consideration of States parties’ reports;

(© The need for and possible ways to improve such effectiveness, including
consideration of the need to take into account more adequately the special characteristics of
children;

(d) The possible need for either an optional protocol to the Convention to establish a
procedure for individual complaints, or the establishment of a new special procedure of the
Commission on Human Rights; and

(e The consideration that could be given to providing, from within existing
United Nations voluntary funds, assistance for the recovery of child victims of violence.

713.  The Committee recognizes that grass-roots initiatives for child rights and the
Global Movement for Children present an important opportunity to advance action on
violence against children. The Committee appreciates the involvement of children and
young people in such initiatives and urges their increased use as forums for their voices.
In this context, the Committee encourages States parties, NGOs and others to share their
experiences on effective means of preventing violence against children.
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Review of domestic legislation

714. The Committee urges States parties to review all reservationsto relevant articles of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, with aview to their withdrawal.

715. The Committee urges States parties, as a matter of urgency, to enact or repeal their
legislation as necessary in order to prohibit all forms of violence, however dight, within the
family and in schools, including as aform of discipline, as required by the provisions of the
Convention and in particular articles 19, 28 and 37 (a) and taking into account articles 2, 3, 6
and 12, aswell as articles 4, 5, 9, 18, 24, 27, 29 and 39.

716. The Committee recommends that such legislation incorporate provisions for appropriate
sanctions for violations and compensation for victims.

717. The Committee urges States parties to review all relevant child protection legislation to
ensure that while effective protection is guaranteed, intervention is adequately tailored to
individual contexts and circumstances, favours the least intrusive method, and adopts a positive
approach that seeks to protect the child from additional harm. The Committee recommends that
States parties review legidlation dealing with children deprived of afamily environment to
ensure that all placement decisions are subject to periodic judicial review, including at the
request of children themselves, and have family reunification as the preferred outcome, within
the requirements of articles 3, 9, 19 and 39 of the Convention.

718. The Committee recommends careful monitoring of the effective implementation of such
legislation, including through the provision of education, training and resources.

Prevention: awareness-raising, sensitization and training

719. The Committee recommends that States parties adopt clear national policy statements on
violence against children within the family and in schools, to be used as an advocacy tool and
disseminated throughout the country.

720. The Committee recommends that every State party undertake a comprehensive study on
the extent, nature, causes and consequences of violence against children. This study should be
widely disseminated and used to formulate policy and programmes.

721. The Committee encourages States parties, NGOs, United Nations human rights
mechanisms, United Nations agencies and other bodies to give priority to promoting a more
positive approach to acknowledging children as bearers of human rights and to raising awareness
about and bringing about change in cultural attitudes towards protecting children from violence
and the availability of more constructive and effective methods of discipline. Such an approach
should include the following:
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(@ Public information campaigns should be launched, involving religious, traditional
and community |eaders, to raise awareness and sensitize the public about the severity of human
rights violations and the harm to children in this domain, and to address cultural acceptance of
violence against children, promoting instead the unacceptability of all forms of violence against
children;

(b) Children and parents should be meaningfully involved in all aspects of the design
and implementation of awareness-raising campaigns, including through peer education efforts;

(© The media should be encouraged to play an active role in educating the public and
raising awareness. Reporting should call attention to the violations and reflect children’s views
and experiences of violence, while avoiding sensationalism and ensuring respect for the right to
privacy of child victims. The media and entertainment industry should also avoid disseminating
positive images of any form of violence;

(d) States parties should trandlate appropriate information on protection of children
from violence into its national and local languages and ensure that it is disseminated, through all
appropriate channels and involving grass-roots groups, to all relevant professional and other
reporting groups, children, parents, and the general public.

722.  The Committee recommends that the professional status, rewards and career incentives
for social workers, health professionals and individual s working with children should be such
asto be able to request appropriate qualifications and screening for a background of violence.
The Committee al so recommends that minimum standards be set for the professional
qualification and training of individuals working in the school system, and that teachers’ unions
be involved in the devel opment of codes of conduct and good practices for discipline without
violence. The professional status, rewards and career incentives for teachers should be such as
to ensure that appropriate qualifications can be requested, and States parties should make every
effort in recruiting staff to work as teachers and school administrators, to give due attention to
ensuring that staff have the capacity to make effective use of non-violent methods of discipline.

723. The Committee recommends that States parties, in partnership with relevant NGOs and
seeking international technical assistance where appropriate, ensure that all relevant professional
groups, including, but not limited to, teachers and school administrators, social workers, health
professionals, lawyers, the judiciary, members of police and other security forces, receive
training in child rights. Such training should follow interdisciplinary methods promoting
collaborative approaches, include relevant human rights standards and non-violent rel ationships
and methods of discipline, and provide information on child development and on the
background, rights and needs of specialy vulnerable groups of children, including children

with disabilities.

724.  The Committee recommends that information about rights and protection from violence
be available to children and included in school curriculaand that children be meaningfully
involved in the design of strategies and solutions to reduce and eliminate violence within the
family and in the school setting, such as the adoption of anti-bullying and anti-violence policies
in schools.
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Other prevention and protection strategies

725. The Committee points out that in order to maximize protection against violence
committed against children who are particularly vulnerable owing to disability, and in
accordance with the provisions of article 23 of the Convention, special care for children with
disabilities, aswell as access to education, training, health-care and recovery services,
preparation for employment and recreation opportunities should be provided in a manner
“conducive to the child’s achieving the fullest possible social integration and individual
devel opment”.

726. The Committee recommends that particular attention be given to the different patterns
of family abuse and vulnerability and to the effective measures that can be adopted for different
age groups. Within the family, gender discrimination can produce different patterns of
vulnerability. While both boys and girls are subject to physical and sexua violence, boys can
be particularly exposed to physical violence and girlsto sexual violence which must be taken
into account in planning prevention and responses. The need to prevent racia and related forms
of discrimination, as well as discrimination based on socio-economic marginalization, must also
be taken into account in planning for and providing support to families, and in investigating or
intervening in cases of violence or on the basis of an assessed risk of violence occurring.

727. The Committee recommends that appropriate attention also be given to issues of
discrimination in preventing and responding to violence against children in schools. Gender
discrimination can result in different patterns of risk and abuse suffered by boys and girls. Boys
may be more often exposed to corporal punishment as aform of discipline and less effectively
protected from violence and bullying by other students, as well as from involvement in violence.
While both boys and girls are subject to sexual abuse, girls may be more often exposed to sexual
violence by teachers and other students; this can also result in adenial of their right to education
when fear of such risk leads to avoidance of schools. Racial discrimination and xenophobia,
socio-economic factors, sexual orientation, and physical size or strength can be factors that
expose children to a higher risk of victimization.

728. The Committee recommends that efforts be made to implement fully the provisions of
articles 18.2, 19.2, 24 and 27 of the Convention by providing appropriate assistance to parents
and legal guardiansin their child-rearing responsibilities. Thisincludes addressing all forms of
family violence, aswell as ensuring that everyone has access to quality pre-natal, perinatal and
early childhood health services to improve early attachment. The Committee encourages the
development and implementation of home visitation programmes, noting that they can be
effective in reducing the need for intervention.

729. The Committee recommends that States parties consider introducing schemes designed to
identify children at risk of family violence and provide appropriate services to reduce those risks,
paying due attention to the provisions of articles 12 and 16 of the Convention.

730. The Committee recommends that particular attention be given to the recovery of child
victims of violence, which isimportant in preventing the risk of renewed abuse.
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731. The Committee recommends that due attention be given to the need to broaden
involvement and participation in decision-making processes in schools. Involvement of parents
and students in governing processes, for example through student councils and representative
membership on school boards, including in drawing up the rules and monitoring of discipline,
can contribute to the design of effective prevention strategies and to the creation of a positive
climate in schools that discourages violence, both as aform of so-called discipline and among
students.

732. Effective strategiesto prevent violence in schools must also address the problems created
by the availability or tolerance of weapons and of substance abuse in the school environment.

Monitoring and complaint mechanisms

733.  The Committee recommends that urgent attention be given to establishing effective
systems to monitor the treatment of children and to report and investigate cases of suspected
ilI-treatment, including within the family and in schools. Such systems should:

(@ Provide for appropriate training for professionals working with children -
primarily teachers and health professionals - to increase their ability to detect symptoms and
assess the possibility of ill-treatment;

(b) Encourage schools and health services to detect and report evidence of violence
against children, and to provide appropriate treatment for victims and perpetrators;

(© Ensure full accessto facilities and records and inspection of al schools and other
institutions, permit unannounced visits, and include the holding of private consultations with
children and staff;

(d) Monitor children’s views and perceptions of their experience, rather than focus
only on the material circumstances of families, or on the state of the facilities and the provision
of services by institutions;

(e Ensure that complaints, under a mandatory reporting procedure or otherwise, of
incidents of violence received from health and other professionals, teachers, schools, children
themselves, their parents and legal guardians, and NGOs or other institutions of civil society,
receive a coordinated and multidisciplinary response that may or may not involve law
enforcement at an initial stage;

() Be fully connected to aresponse system with the resources to provide support and
assistance if necessary, rather than only intervention or punishment;

(9) Protect reporting professionals, and all others reporting or initiating complaints,
from reprisals or liability, including for cases of reasonable mistakes in the assessment of risk or
abuse;
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(h) Monitor the follow-up given to reports and provide sufficient resources to ensure
that case loads and time lags are not excessive and that the investigation of reports of suspected
cases of abuse is sufficient to enable the risks to be accurately assessed;

(1) Ensure that independent external complaints mechanisms and procedures to
receive reports of violence against children are established and functioning and provide full
guarantees of independent and thorough investigation of any child deaths as well as of any
complaints, including judicial investigation for any cases of harm,

()] Ensure that the perpetrators of violence are appropriately held accountable,
including, when warranted, suspension or dismissal and the bringing of criminal charges, and
that persons convicted of violent offences against children are prevented from working in
institutions that serve children;

(K) Where perpetrators are children, ensure that procedures are in accordance with
international standards of juvenile justice;

) Ensure that children receive legal advice and assistance and the wide
dissemination of information about the rules and protection available so that children are
aware of the existence and functioning of complaint mechanisms, including for child-initiated
complaints,

(m)  Ensurethat children are involved in the design of appropriate child-sensitive
mechanisms (covering also legal proceedings and court procedures) that take their special needs
into account, for example by avoiding the need for students to repeat their statements unless
absolutely necessary, or by taking into account the needs of children with disabilities, different
linguistic abilities, etc;

(n) Ensure that reports of any investigations are made public (while maintaining the
right of the child victims to privacy), and made known to relevant government officials and
policy makers.

734. The Committee urges States parties to ensure the collection of accurate, up-to-date and
disaggregated data on the incidence, severity and causes of violence within the family and in
schooals, including on children’s views and experiences, as well as on the effectiveness of
existing programmes and approaches.

735. The Committee urges States parties to ensure the inclusion of detailed information on
violence against children within the family and in schools in their reports on the implementation
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, including on measures taken to reduce and
eliminate violence within the family and in schools.

736. The Committee encourages the conduct of research aimed at revealing the hidden
socio-economic costs of violence against children, for example the cost involved in providing
psychiatric care for child victimsin later life, as well as to better evaluate the effectiveness of
existing prevention, protection and recovery programmes.
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Coordination and resour ces

737.  The Committee emphasizes the need for the preparation of integrated multisectoral
strategies and plans of action at the international, regional, national and local levels, to ensure
that efforts for the prevention of violence within the family and the care for child victims are
fully coordinated and multidisciplinary, address the root causes of violence (including
socio-economic factors, discrimination and others), and involve children in the design of
effective prevention and response strategies

738. The Committee emphasizes the need for the preparation of comprehensive strategies
and plans of action at the national level, to ensure that efforts for the prevention of violencein
schools are fully coordinated and multidisciplinary, address the root causes of violence
(including discrimination), and involve children in the design of effective prevention and
response strategies. The Committee recognizesthat it is extremely difficult to manage schools
without resorting to violent means of discipline where schools are overcrowded and lack basic
materials, and where teachers are undermotivated and poorly compensated. The Committee
strongly reaffirms the right of every child, in accordance with articles 28 and 29 of the
Convention, to a quality education and reminds States parties and international devel opment
partners of their obligation to provide adequate resources to fulfil thisright.

739. The Committee urges that attention be given to the need to ensure that adequate
resources are alocated to the prevention and detection of violence within the family and

in schools and to the protection and recovery of child victims. The Committee reminds

State parties that under the provisions of article 4 of the Convention, only “economic, social
and cultural rights” are subject to implementation to the “maximum extent of available
resources’ while States parties “ shall undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative and
other measures’ for the implementation of all other rights, including the right of children to be
protected from all forms of violence and abuse (art. 19).

740. The Committee encourages States parties, United Nations bodies and agencies, and
donors of international technical assistance to allocate resources to programmes and measures
designed to improve prevention of violence within the family and in schools, protection of
children and other family members and recovery of victims, including by increasing the
resources provided to families and education professionals. It urges States parties and others to
ensure that available resources are used in the manner most conducive to protecting children
from all sorts of violence and preventing it. The Committee calls attention to the need to
consider the alocation of resources as part of the effort to review the relevant legislation.

Role of civil society

741. The Committee encourages non-governmental and other organizations of civil society to
devote increased attention to the prevention of, and protection of children from, violence within
the family and in schools. It urges NGOs to consider providing legal and other assistance to
children and their advocates, monitoring implementation of legislation, and assisting
governments to formulate appropriate and least-intrusive prevention, protection and recovery
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measures, in addition to monitoring the situation of children in vulnerable circumstances. NGOs
should seek to promote the care of children within their families as far as possible and favour
prevention and early intervention.

742. The Committee encourages NGOs to support States parties and children in ensuring that
children’s views and experiences, as well astheir proposals on preventing violence within the
family and in schools, are heard and taken into account in public debate and policy, aswell asin
the formulation of their own programmes.

743. The Committee points out that the State, by delegating NGOs to provide services and
care to children cannot avoid its own obligations both to provide the necessary resources and to
eXercise appropriate supervision.

744.  In accordance with the provisions of article 45 (a) of the Convention, the Committee
encourages NGOs to prepare and present to it within the reporting process information

regarding all forms of violence against children within the family and in schools, including those
considered culturally “acceptable’, for example by developing and maintaining an easily

accessi ble database summarizing each State party’ s commitment to and compliance with its
violence-prevention human rights obligations.

745.  The Committee encourages States parties and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations to involve national human rights institutions, as well as professional groups and
trade unions, in the design and implementation of strategies relating to the prevention of, and
protection of children against, violence and the recovery of child victims of violence, and to keep
those groups informed about all such strategies.

VI. FUTURE DAY OF GENERAL DISCUSSION

746. At its 735th meeting, held on 3 October 2001, the Committee decided that the

theme for its day of general discussion in September 2002 would be “ The private sector and
child rights’. It would in principle adopt an outline at its twenty-ninth session. Mr. Citarella
and Ms. Tigerstedt-Tahtela agreed to be the Committee’ s focal points for this discussion day.

VII. GENERAL COMMENTS

747.  Atits 736th meeting, held on 3 October 2001, the Committee continued its discussion on
possible issues for the drafting of future general comments. It decided to launch the process of
drafting general comments, in consultation with partners, on (a) the role of national human rights
institutions with regard to child rights and (b) HIV/AIDS and child rights. It also decided to
continue to discuss general comments at its twenty-ninth session.

VIIl. OPTIONAL PROTOCOLS
748. At its 736th meeting, held on 3 October 2001, the Committee adopted the guidelines

regarding initial reports to be submitted by States Parties under article 8 (1) of the
Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict (CRC/OP/AC/1).
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IX. DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION

749. Thefollowing isthe draft provisional agenda for the twenty-ninth session of the
Committee:

1 Adoption of the agenda.

2. Organizational matters.

3. Submission of reports by States parties.
4. Consideration of reports of States parties.

5. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and other
competent bodies.

6. Methods of work of the Committee.
7. General comments.
8. Biennial report to the General Assembly.
9. Future meetings.
10.  Other matters.
X. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

750.  Atits 749th meeting, held on 12 October 2001 the Committee considered the draft report
on its twenty-eighth session. The report was adopted unanimously by the Committee.
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STATESWHICH HAVE SIGNED, RATIFIED OR ACCEDED
TO THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTSOF THE CHILD
ASAT 12 OCTOBER 2001 (191)

State

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Andorra
Angola

Antiguaand
Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Australia
Austria

Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados

Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bhutan

Bolivia

Bosniaand
Herzegovina’

Botswana

Brazil

Brunei Darussalam

Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon

Date of signature

27 September 1990
26 January 1990
26 January 1990

2 October 1995
14 February 1990

12 March 1991
29 June 1990

22 August 1990
26 January 1990

30 October 1990

26 January 1990
19 April 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990
2 March 1990
25 April 1990
4 June 1990

8 March 1990

26 January 1990

31 May 1990
26 January 1990
8 May 1990
22 September 1992
25 September 1990

Date of receipt of
instrument of

ratification/accession?

28 March 1994
27 February 1992
16 April 1993

2 January 1996

5 December 1990

5 October 1993
4 December 1990
23 June 1993%
17 December 1990
6 August 1992

13 August 1992°
20 February 1991
13 February 19922
3 August 1990
9 October 1990

1 October 1990
16 December 1991

2 May 1990

3 August 1990

1 August 1990

26 June 1990

14 March 19952
24 September 1990
27 December 19952

3 June 1991
31 August 1990
19 October 1990
15 October 1992
11 January 1993

Date of entr
into force

27 April 1994
28 March 1992
16 May 1993
1 February 1996
4 January 1991

4 November 1993
3 January 1991
22 July 1993
16 January 1991
5 September 1992

12 September 1992
22 March 1991
14 March 1992
2 September 1990
8 November 1990

31 October 1990
15 January 1992
2 September 1990
2 September 1990
2 September 1990

2 September 1990

6 March 1992
13 April 1995
24 October 1990
26 January 1996

3 July 1991
30 September 1990
18 November 1990
14 November 1992
10 February 1993
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State

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republic

Chad

Chile

China
Colombia
Comoros
Congo

Cook Islands

Costa Rica
Coted’ lvoire
Croatid’
Cuba

Cyprus

Czech Republic”
Democratic People' s
Republic of Korea

Democratic Republic

of Congo
Denmark
Djibouti

Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

Egypt
El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea

Estonia

Ethiopia

Fiji

Finland
France
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia

Date of signature

28 May 1990

30 July 1990
30 September 1990
26 January 1990

29 August 1990
26 January 1990
30 September 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
5 October 1990

23 August 1990

20 March 1990
26 January 1990
30 September 1990

26 January 1990
8 August 1990

26 January 1990
5 February 1990

26 January 1990

20 December 1993

2 July 1993

26 January 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990
5 February 1990

Date of receipt of
instrument of
ratifi cati on/
accession®

13 December 1991
4 June 19922

23 April 1992
2 October 1990
13 August 1990

2 March 1992
28 January 1991
22 June 1993
14 October 1993%

6 June 19972

21 August 1990
4 February 1991

21 August 1991
7 February 1991

21 September 1990

27 September 1990
19 July 1991
6 December 1990

13 March 1991
11 June 1991
23 March 1990
6 July 1990
10 July 1990

15 June 19922

3 August 1994
21 October 19912
14 May 19912
13 August 1993

20 June 1991
7 August 1990
9 February 1994
8 August 1990
2 June 1994°

Date of entr
into force

12 January 1992
4 July 1992

23 May 1992
1 November 1990
12 September 1990

1 April 1992
27 February 1991
21 July 1993
13 November 1993
6 July 1997

20 September 1990
6 March 1991
8 October 1991
20 September 1991
9 March 1991

1 January 1993
21 October 1990

27 October 1990
18 August 1991
5 January 1991

12 April 1991

11 July 1991
2 September 1990
2 September 1990
2 September 1990

15 July 1992

2 September 1994
20 November 1991
13 June 1991
12 September 1993

20 July 1991
6 September 1990
11 March 1994
7 September 1990
2 July 1994



State

Germany
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

Haiti

Holy See

Honduras
Hungary
lceland
India
Indonesia

Iran (Islamic
Republic of)

Irag

Ireland

|srael

Italy

Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya

Kiribati
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's
Democratic
Republic
Latvia

Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein

Date of signature

26 January 1990
29 January 1990
26 January 1990
21 February 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
30 September 1990
20 January 1990
20 April 1990

31 May 1990
14 March 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990

5 September 1991

30 September 1990
3 July 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
21 September 1990
29 August 1990

16 February 1994
26 January 1990

7 June 1990

26 January 1990
21 August 1990
26 April 1990

30 September 1990

Date of receipt of
instrument of
ratifi cati on/
accession®

6 March 1992

5 February 1990
11 May 1993

5 November 1990

6 June 1990

13 July 19902
20 August 1990
14 January 1991
8 June 1995
20 April 1990

10 August 1990
7 October 1991
28 October 1992
11 December 19922
5 September 1990

13 July 1994

15 June 19942

28 September 1992
3 October 1991
5 September 1991

14 May 1991
22 April 1994
24 May 1991
12 August 1994
30 July 1990

11 December 19952
21 October 1991
7 October 1994

8 May 1991°
14 April 19922

14 May 1991
10 March 1992
4 June 1993

15 April 1993°
22 December 1995
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Date of entr
into force

5 April 1992

2 September 1990
10 June 1993

5 December 1990

2 September 1990

2 September 1990
19 September 1990
13 February 1991

8 July 1995

2 September 1990

9 September 1990

6 November 1991
27 November 1992
11 January 1993

5 October 1990

12 August 1994

15 July 1994

28 October 1992
2 November 1991
5 October 1991

13 June 1991

22 May 1994

23 June 1991

11 September 1994
2 September 1990

10 January 1996
20 November 1991
6 November 1994

7 June 1991
14 May 1992

13 June 1991
9 April 1992
4 July 1993

15 May 1993
21 January 1996
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States

Lithuania
Luxembourg
M adagascar
Malawi
Maaysia

Maldives

Mali

Malta

Marshall 1slands
Mauritania

Mauwritius
Mexico
Micronesia
(Federated
States of)
Monaco
Mongolia

Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru

Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger

Nigeria
Niue
Norway
Oman
Pakistan

Palau

Panama

Papua New Guinea
Paraguay

Peru

Date of signature

21 March 1990
19 April 1990

21 August 1990
26 January 1990
26 January 1990
14 April 1993

26 January 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990
30 September 1990

26 September 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990
1 October 1990
6 February 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990
20 September 1990
26 January 1990
30 September 1990

4 April 1990
26 January 1990

Date of receipt of
instrument of
ratifi cati on/
accession®

31 January 1992%
7 March 1994
19 March 1991
2 January 19912
17 February 19952

11 February 1991
20 September 1990
30 September 1990

4 October 1993
16 May 1991

26 July 1990°
21 September 1990

5 May 1993
21 June 19932
5 July 1990

21 June 1993
26 April 1994
15 July 1991*
30 September 1990
27 July 1994%

14 September 1990
6 February 1995
6 April 1993
5 October 1990

30 September 1990

19 April 1991
20 December 19952
8 January 1991
9 December 1996°
12 November 1990

4 August 19952
12 December 1990
1 March 1993
25 September 1990
4 September 1990

Date of entr
into force

1 March 1992

6 April 1994
18 April 1991

1 February 1991
19 March 1995

13 March 1991
20 October 1990
30 October 1990

3 November 1993
15 June 1991

2 September 1990
21 October 1990

4 June 1993
21 July 1993
2 September 1990

21 July 1993

26 May 1994

14 August 1991
30 October 1990
26 August 1994

14 October 1990

7 March 1995

6 May 1993

4 November 1990
30 October 1990

19 May 1991
19 January 1996
7 February 1991
8 January 1997
12 December 1990

3 September 1995
11 January 1991
31 March 1993
25 October 1990

4 October 1990



State

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Republic of Korea

Republic of
Moldova

Romania

Russian Federation

Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines

Samoa

San Marino

Sao Tome and
Principe

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychelles
SierralLeone
Singapore

Slovakia’
Slovenid®
Solomon Islands

South Africa
Spain

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden

Switzerland
Syrian Arab
Republic
Tajikistan
Thailand
The former
Y ugoslav
Republic of
Macedonia’

Date of signature

26 January 1990
26 January 1990
26 January 1990

8 December 1992
25 September 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990
26 January 1990
26 January 1990

20 September 1993
30 September 1990

26 January 1990
13 February 1990

29 January 1993
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
24 July 1990

26 January 1990
22 August 1990
26 January 1990

1 May 1991
18 September 1990

Date of receipt of
instrument of
ratifi cati on/
accession®

21 August 1990
7 June 1991

21 September 1990
3 April 1995

20 November 1991

26 January 19932
28 September 1990
16 August 1990

24 January 1991
24 July 1990

16 June 19932

26 October 1993
29 November 1994
25 November 19912

14 May 19912

26 January 1996°
31 July 1990

7 September 19902
18 June 1990

5 October 1995%

10 April 1995°
16 June 1995
6 December 1990

12 July 1991

3 August 1990

1 March 1993

7 September 1995
29 June 1990

24 February 1997
15 July 1993

26 October 19932
27 March 19922
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Date of entry
into force

20 September 1990
7 July 1991

21 October 1990
3 May 1995

20 December 1991

25 February 1993
28 October 1990
15 September 1990
23 February 1991
2 September 1990

16 July 1993

25 November 1993
29 December 1994
25 December 1991

13 June 1991

25 February 1996
2 September 1990
7 October 1990
2 September 1990
4 November 1995

1 January 1993
25 June 1991
10 May 1995
16 July 1995

5 January 1991

11 August 1991

2 September 1990
31 March 1993

6 October 1995

2 September 1990

26 March 1997
14 August 1993

25 November 1993
26 April 1992

17 September 1991
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State

Togo

Tonga

Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia

Turkey

Turkmenistan
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab
Emirates

United Kingdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United Republic of
Tanzania

Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

Venezuela
Viet Nam
Y emen
Yugoslavia
Zambia

Zimbabwe

Date of signature

26 January 1990

30 September 1990
26 February 1990
14 September 1990

17 August 1990
21 February 1991

19 April 1990

1 June 1990
26 January 1990

30 September 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990
13 February 1990
26 January 1990
30 September 1990

8 March 1990

& Accession.

b Syccession.

Date of receipt of
instrument of
ratifi cati on/
accession®

1 August 1990

6 November 1995°

5 December 1991
30 January 1992

4 April 1995

20 September 1993°
22 September 1995%
17 August 1990
28 August 1991

3 January 19972

16 December 1991

10 June 1991
20 November 1990
29 June 19942

7 Jduly 1993

13 September 1990
28 February 1990
1 May 1991
3 January 1991
5 December 199 1

11 September 1990

Date of entr
into force

2 September 1990
6 December 1995
4 January 1992

29 February 1992
4 May 1995

19 October 1993
22 October 1995
16 September 1990
27 September 1991

2 February 1997

15 January 1992

10 July 1991
20 December 1990
29 July 1994

6 August 1993

13 October 1990
2 September 1990
31 May 1991
2 February 1991
5 January 1992

11 October 1990
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Annex 1|

STATESWHICH HAVE SIGNED (84), OR RATIFIED OR
ACCEDED TO (6) THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTSOF THE CHILD ON THE
INVOLVEMENT OF CHILDREN IN ARMED CONFLICT
ASAT 12 OCTOBER 2001
(not yet entered into force)

State Date of signature Date of receipt of
instrument of
ratification/accession

Andorra 7 September 2000 30 April 2001

Argentina 15 June 2000

Austria 6 September 2000

Azerbaijan 8 September 2000

Bangladesh 6 September 2000 6 September 2000

Belgium 6 September 2000

Belize 6 September 2000

Benin 22 February 2001

Bosniaand

Herzegovina 7 September 2000

Brazil 6 September 2000

Bulgaria 8 June 2001

Cambodia 27 June 2000

Canada 5 June 2000 7 July 2000

China 15 March 2001

Colombia 6 September 2000

CostaRica 7 September 2000

Cuba 13 October 2000

Czech Republic 6 September 2000

Democratic Republic

of the Congo 8 September 2000

Denmark 7 September 2000

Ecuador 6 September 2000

El Salvador 18 September 2000

Finland 7 September 2000

France 6 September 2000

Gabon 8 September 2000
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State

Gambia
Germany
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea-Bissau

Holy See
Iceland
Indonesia
Ireland
Italy

Jamaica
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Lesotho

Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
M adagascar
Malawi

Mali

Malta
Mexico
Monaco
Morocco
Namibia

Nauru

Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nigeria

Norway
Paraguay
Pakistan
Panama
Peru

Date of signature

21 December 2000
6 September 2000
7 September 2000
7 September 2000
8 September 2000

10 October 2000
7 September 2000
24 September 2001
7 September 2000
6 September 2000

8 September 2000
6 September 2000
6 September 2000
8 September 2000
6 September 2000

8 September 2000
8 September 2000
7 September 2000
7 September 2000
8 September 2000

7 September 2000

7 September 2000
26 June 2000

8 September 2000

8 September 2000

8 September 2000
8 September 2000
7 September 2000
7 September 2000
8 September 2000

13 June 2000
13 September 2000
26 September 2001
31 October 2000

1 November 2000

Date of receipt of

instrument of
ratification/accession

1 October 2001

8 August 2001



State

Philippines
Portugal

Republic of Korea
Romania

Russian Federation

San Marino
Senegal
Seychelles
SierraLeone
Singapore

Slovenia
Spain

Sri Lanka
Sweden
Switzerland

The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia

Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of America

Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Yugoslavia

Date of signature

8 September 2000
6 September 2000
6 September 2000
6 September 2000
15 February 2001

5 June 2000

8 September 2000
23 January 2001

8 September 2000

7 September 2000

8 September 2000

6 September 2000
21 August 2000

8 June 2000

7 September 2000

17 July 2001
8 September 2000
7 September 2000

7 September 2000
5 July 2000

7 September 2000
7 September 2000

8 September 2000
8 October 2001
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Date of receipt of

instrument of

ratification/accession

8 September 2000
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Annex |11

STATESWHICH HAVE SIGNED (74) OR RATIFIED OR ACCEDED
TO (8) THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON
THE RIGHTSOF THE CHILD ON THE SALE OF CHILDREN,
CHILD PROSTITUTION AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY ASAT

State

Andorra
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh
Belgium

Bulgaria
Belize

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Brazil
Cambodia

Chile
Cyprus
China
Colombia
CostaRica

Cuba
Denmark
Ecuador
Finland
France

Gabon
Gambia
Germany
Greece
Guatemala

12 OCTOBER 2001
(will enter into force on 18 January 2002)

Date of signature

7 September 2000
6 September 2000
8 September 2000
6 September 2000
6 September 2000

8 June 2001

6 September 2000

7 September 2000

6 September 2000
27 June 2000

28 June 2000
8 February 2001
6 September 2000
6 September 2000
7 September 2000

13 October 2000
7 September 2000
6 September 2000
7 September 2000
6 September 2000

8 September 2000
21 December 2000
6 September 2000
7 September 2000
7 September 2000

Date of receipt of

instrument of

ratification/accession

30 April 2001

6 September 2000

25 September 2001



State

Guinea-Bissau
Holy See
lceland
Ireland

Italy

Indonesia
Jamaica
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya

Lesotho
Lebanon
Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
M adagascar

Malawi
Malta
Mexico
Monaco
Morocco

Namibia
Nauru

Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand

Nigeria
Norway
Panama
Paraguay
Peru

Philippines
Portugal

Republic of Korea
Romania

San Marino

Date of signature

8 September 2000
10 October 2000

7 September 2000

7 September 2000

6 September 2000

24 September 2001

8 September 2000
6 September 2000
6 September 2000
8 September 2000

6 September 2000
10 October 2001

8 September 2000
8 September 2000
7 September 2000

7 September 2000

7 September 2000

7 September 2000
26 June 2000

8 September 2000

8 September 2000
8 September 2000
8 September 2000
7 September 2000
7 September 2000

8 September 2000
13 June 2000
31 October 2000
13 September 2000
1 November 2000

8 September 2000
6 September 2000
6 September 2000
6 September 2000
5 June 2000
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Date of receipt of
instrument of
ratification/accession

9 July 2001

2 October 2001

2 October 2001
9 February 2001
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State

Senegal
Seychelles
SierraLeone
Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom
of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of America
Uruguay

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Date of signature

8 September 2000
23 January 2001

8 September 2000

8 September 2000

6 September 2000

8 September 2000
7 September 2000
8 September 2000
7 September 2000
7 September 2000

5 July 2000

7 September 2000
7 September 2000
8 September 2000

Date of receipt of

instrument of

ratification/accession

17 September 2001
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Annex IV

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTSOF THE CHILD

Name of member Country of nationality
Mr. Ibrahim Abdul Aziz AL-SHEDDI** Saudi Arabia
Ms. GhaliaMohd Bin Hamad AL-THANI** Qatar

Ms. Saisuree CHUTIKUL** Thailand
Mr. Luigi CITARELLA** ltaly

Mr. Jacob Egbert DOEK* Netherlands
Ms. AminaHamza EL GUINDI* Egypt

Ms. Judith KARP* Israel

Ms. Awa N’ Deye OUEDRAOGO* Burkina Faso
Ms. Marilia SARDENBERG** Brazil

Ms. Elisabeth TIGERSTEDT-TAHTELA* Finland

* Term expires on 28 February 2003.

** Term expires on 28 February 2005.



STATUS OF SUBMISSION OF REPORTSBY STATESPARTIESUNDER ARTICLE 44 OF THE

State party

Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belize
Benin

Bhutan
Bolivia
Brazil
Burkina Faso
Burundi

Chad

Chile

CostaRica

Democratic People' s
Republic of Korea

Democratic Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador
Egypt

El Salvador
France
Gambia

Annex V

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTSOF THE CHILD ASAT 12 OCTOBER 2001

Date of entry into force

2 September 1990

8 November 1990
31 October 1990

2 September 1990

2 September 1990

2 September 1990

2 September 1990
24 October 1990
30 September 1990
18 November 1990

1 November 1990
12 September 1990
20 September 1990

21 October 1990
27 October 1990

2 September 1990
2 September 1990
2 September 1990
6 September 1990
7 September 1990

Initial reportsduein 1992

Date due

1 September 1992

7 November 1992
30 October 1992

1 September 1992

1 September 1992

1 September 1992

1 September 1992
23 October 1992
29 September 1992
17 November 1992

31 October 1992
11 September 1992
20 September 1992

20 October 1992
26 October 1992

1 September 1992
1 September 1992
1 September 1992
5 September 1992
6 September 1992

Date of submission

15 November 1995
12 September 1996
12 February 1993
1 November 1996
22 January 1997

20 April 1999
14 September 1992

7 July 1993
19 March 1998

14 January 1997
22 June 1993
28 October 1992

13 February 1996
16 February 1998

11 June 1996

23 October 1992
3 November 1992
8 April 1993

20 November 1999

Symbol

CRC/C/3/Add.38 and Add.49

CRC/C/3/Add.45
CRC/C/3/Add.14
CRC/C/3/Add.46
CRC/C/3/Add.52

CRC/C/3/Add.59
CRC/C/3/Add.2

CRC/C/3/Add.19
CRC/C/3/Add.58

CRC/C/3/Add.50
CRC/C/3/Add.18
CRC/C/3/Add.8

CRC/C/3/Add.41

CRC/C/3/Add.57

CRC/C/3/Add.44
CRC/C/3/Add.6

CRC/C/3/Add.9 and Add.28

CRC/C/3/Add.15
CRC/C/3/Add.61

8T obed
TIT/0/0d0



State party

Ghana
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau

Holy See
Honduras
Indonesia
Kenya
Mali

Malta
Mauritius
Mexico
Mongolia
Namibia

Nepal
Nicaragua
Niger
Pakistan
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines
Portugal

Romania

Russian Federation

Date of entry into force

2 September 1990
5 December 1990
2 September 1990
2 September 1990
19 September 1990

2 September 1990

9 September 1990

5 October 1990

2 September 1990
20 October 1990

30 October 1990

2 September 1990
21 October 1990

2 September 1990
30 October 1990

14 October 1990

4 November 1990
30 October 1990
12 December 1990
25 October 1990

4 October 1990
20 September 1990
21 October 1990
28 October 1990
15 September 1990

Date due

1 September 1992
4 December 1992
1 September 1992
1 September 1992
18 September 1992

1 September 1992

8 September 1992

4 October 1992

1 September 1992
19 October 1992

29 October 1992

1 September 1992
20 October 1992

1 September 1992
29 October 1992

13 October 1992

3 November 1992
29 October 1992
11 December 1992
24 October 1992

3 October 1992
19 September 1992
20 October 1992
27 October 1992
14 September 1992

Initial reportsduein 1992 (continued)

Date of submission

20 November 1995

24 September 1997
5 January 1995

20 November 1996
6 September 2000

2 March 1994
11 May 1993
17 November 1992
13 January 2000

2 April 1997

26 December 1997
25 July 1995

15 December 1992
20 October 1994
21 December 1992

10 April 1995

12 January 1994

28 December 2000
25 January 1993

30 August 1993 and
13 November 1996

28 October 1992
21 September 1993
17 August 1994

14 April 1993

16 October 1992

Symbol

CRC/C/3/Add.39
CRC/C/3/Add.55
CRC/C/3/Add.33
CRC/C/3/Add.48
CRC/C/3/Add.63

CRC/C/3/Add.27
CRC/C/3/Add.17
CRC/C/3/Add.10 and Add.26
CRC/C/3/Add.62
CRC/C/3/Add.53

CRC/C/3/Add.56
CRC/C/3/Add.36
CRC/C/3/Add.11
CRC/C/3/Add.32
CRC/C/3/Add.12

CRC/C/3/Add.34
CRC/C/3/Add.25
CRC/C/3/Add.29/Rev.1
CRC/C/3/Add.13
CRC/C/3/Add.22 and Add.47

CRC/C/3/Add.7 and Add.24
CRC/C/3/Add.23
CRC/C/3/Add.30
CRC/C/3/Add.16
CRC/C/3/Add.5

GgT 9fed
TTT/0/0dD



State party

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Senegal
Seychelles
SierraLeone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda
Uruguay
Venezuela

Viet Nam
Zimbabwe

Angola
Argentina
Austraia
Bahamas
Bulgaria

Colombia
Céted'lvoire
Croatia
Cuba

Cyprus

Date of entry into force

2 September 1990
2 September 1990
7 October 1990

2 September 1990
2 September 1990

2 September 1990

2 September 1990
16 September 1990
20 December 1990
13 October 1990

2 September 1990
11 October 1990

4 January 1991

3 January 1991
16 January 1991
22 March 1991

3July 1991

7 February 1991

6 March 1991

7 November 1991
20 September 1991

9 March 1991

Date due

1 September 1992
1 September 1992
6 October 1992

1 September 1992
1 September 1992

1 September 1992

1 September 1992
15 September 1992
19 December 1992
12 October 1992

1 September 1992
10 October 1992

Initial reportsduein 1993

3 January 1993
2 January 1993
15 January 1993
21 March 1993
2 July 1993

26 February 1993
5 March 1993
6 November 1993
19 September 1993
8 March 1993

Initial reportsduein 1992 (continued)

Date of submission

21 January 1997
12 September 1994
7 February 2001

10 April 1996
29 September 1992

7 September 1992
27 February 1996

1 February 1996

2 August 1995

9 July 1997

30 September 1992
23 May 1995

17 March 1993
8 January 1996

29 September 1995

14 April 1993
22 January 1998

8 November 1994
27 October 1995
22 December 1994

Symbol

CRC/C/3/Add.51
CRC/C/3/Add.31
CRC/C/3/Add.64
CRC/C/3/Add.43
CRC/C/3/Add.3 and Add.20

CRC/C/3/Add.1

CRC/C/3/Add.42
CRC/C/3/Add.40
CRC/C/3/Add.37
CRC/C/3/Add.54

CRC/C/3/Add.4 and Add.21
CRC/C/3/Add.35

CRC/C/8/Add.2 and Add.17
CRC/C/8/Add.31

CRC/C/8/Add.29

CRC/C/8/Add.3

CRC/C/8/Add.41
CRC/C/8/Add.19
CRC/C/8/Add.30
CRC/C/8/Add.24

08T afed
TTT/D/04D



State party

Denmark

Djibouti

Dominica
Dominican Republic
Estonia

Ethiopia
Finland
Guyana
Hungary
Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Jordan

Kuwait

Lao People's
Democratic Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Maldives
Mauritania

Myanmar
Nigeria
Norway
Panama
Poland

Date of entry into force

18 August 1991
5 January 1991
12 April 1991
11 July 1991
20 November 1991

13 June 1991

20 July 1991

13 February 1991
6 November 1991
2 November 1991

5 October 1991
13 June 1991
23 June 1991
20 November 1991

7 June 1991

13 June 1991
18 April 1991

1 February 1991
13 March 1991
15 June 1991

14 August 1991
19 May 1991
7 February 1991
11 January 1991
7 July 1991

Initial reportsduein 1993 (continued)

Date due

17 August 1993
4 January 1993
11 April 1993
10 July 1993
19 November 1993

12 June 1993

19 July 1993

12 February 1993
5 November 1993
1 November 1993

4 October 1993
12 June 1993
22 June 1993
19 November 1993

6 June 1993

12 June 1993

17 May 1993
31 January 1993
12 March 1993
14 June 1993

13 August 1993
18 May 1993
6 February 1993
10 January 1993
6 July 1993

Date of submission

14 September 1993
17 February 1998

1 December 1999
7 June 2001

10 August 1995
12 December 1994

28 June 1996
20 February 2001

11 October 1994
25 January 1994
25 May 1993

23 August 1996

18 January 1996

21 December 1994
20 July 1993

1 August 2000

6 July 1994
18 January 2000

14 September 1995
19 July 1995

30 August 1993

19 September 1995
11 January 1994

Symbol

CRC/C/8/Add.8
CRC/C/8/Add.39

CRC/C/8/Add.40
CRC/C/8/Add.45

CRC/C/8/Add.27
CRC/C/8/Add.22

CRC/C/8/Add.34
CRC/C/8/Add.44

CRC/C/8/Add.18
CRC/C/8/Add.12
CRC/C/8/Add.4

CRC/C/8/Add.35

CRC/C/8/Add.32

CRC/C/8/Add.23
CRC/C/8/Add.5
CRC/C/8/Add.43

CRC/C/8/Add.33 and Add.37

CRC/C/8/Add.42

CRC/C/8/Add.9
CRC/C/8/Add.26
CRC/C/8/Add.7
CRC/C/8/Add.28
CRC/C/8/Add.11

/8T 9fed
TTT/0/0dD



State party

Republic of Korea

Rwanda

San Marino

Sao Tome and
Principe

Slovenia

Spain
Sri Lanka

The former Yugoslav

Republic of
Macedonia
Ukraine
United Republic of
Tanzania

Yemen
Yugoslavia

Albania
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Belgium

Date of entry into force

20 December 1991
23 February 1991
25 December 1991

13 June 1991
25 June 1991

5 January 1991
11 August 1991

17 September 1991
27 September 1991

10 July 1991

31 May 1991
2 February 1991

28 March 1992

5 September 1992
12 September 1992
14 March 1992
15 January 1992

Date due

19 December 1993
22 February 1993
24 December 1993

12 June 1993
24 June 1993

4 January 1993
10 August 1993

16 September 1993
26 September 1993

9 July 1993

30 May 1993
1 February 1993

Initial reportsduein 1994

27 March 1994

4 September 1994
11 September 1994
14 March 1994
14 January 1994

Initial reportsduein 1993 (continued)

Date of submission

17 November 1994
30 September 1992

29 May 1995

10 August 1993
23 March 1994

4 March 1997
8 October 1993

20 October 1999

14 November 1994
21 September 1994

8 October 1996

9 November 1995
3 August 2000
12 July 1994

Symbol

CRC/C/8/Add.21
CRC/C/8/Add.1

CRC/C/8/Add.25

CRC/C/8/Add.6
CRC/C/8/Add.13

CRC/C/8/Add.36
CRC/C/8/Add.10/Rev.1

CRC/C/8/Add.14/Rev.1

CRC/C/8/Add.20 and Add.38
CRC/C/8/Add.16

CRC/C/11/Add.14
CRC/C/11/Add.8
CRC/C/11/Add.24
CRC/C/11/Add.4

83T afed
TTT/D/04D



State party

Bosniaand
Herzegovina

Cambodia

Canada

Cape Verde

Centra African
Republic

China

Czech Republic
Equatorial Guinea
Germany

Iceland

Ireland
Latvia
Lesotho
Lithuania
Slovakia

Thailand

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

United Kingdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Zambia

Date of entry into force

6 March 1992
14 November 1992
12 January 1992

4 July 1992

23 May 1992

1 April 1992

1 January 1993
15 July 1992

5 April 1992
27 November 1992

28 October 1992
14 May 1992
9 April 1992
1 March 1992
1 January 1993

26 April 1992
4 January 1992
29 February 1992

15 January 1992

5 January 1992

Initial reportsduein 1994 (continued)

Date due

5 March 1994
15 November 1994
11 January 1994

3 July 1994

23 May 1994

31 March 1994
31 December 1994
14 July 1994
4 May 1994
26 November 1994

27 October 1994
13 May 1994

8 April 1994
28 February 1994
31 December 1994

25 April 1994
3 January 1994
28 February 1994

14 January 1994

4 January 1994

Date of submission

18 December 1997
17 June 1994
30 November 1999

15 April 1998

27 March 1995
4 March 1996

30 August 1994
30 November 1994

4 April 1996
25 November 1998
27 April 1998

6 August 1998

6 April 1998

23 August 1996
16 February 1996
16 May 1994

15 March 1994

Symbol

CRC/C/11/Add.16
CRC/C/11/Add.3
CRC/C/11/Add.23

CRC/C/11/Add.18

CRC/C/11/Add.7
CRC/C/11/Add.11

CRC/C/11/Add.5
CRC/C/11/Add.6

CRC/C/11/Add.12
CRC/C/11/Add.22
CRC/C/11/Add.20
CRC/C/11/Add.21
CRC/C/11/Add.17

CRC/C/11/Add.13
CRC/C/11/Add.10
CRC/C/11/Add.2

CRC/C/11/Add.1, Add.9,
Add.15 and Add.15/Corr.1,

Add.19

68T 9bed
TTT/0/0dD



State party

Algeria
Antiguaand
Barbuda
Armenia
Cameroon
Comoros

Congo
Fiji
Greece
India
Liberia

Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya

Marshall Islands

Micronesia (Federated
States of)

Monaco

Morocco

New Zealand

Papua New Guinea

Republic of Moldova

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines

Suriname

Syrian Arab Republic
Tagjikistan
Turkmenistan
Vanuatu

Date of entry into force

16 May 1993

4 November 1993
23 July 1993
10 February 1993
22 July 1993

13 November 1993
12 September 1993
10 June 1993
11 January 1993

4 July 1993

15 May 1993
3 November 1993

4 June 1993
21 July 1993
21 July 1993

6 May 1993
31 March 1993
25 February 1993
16 July 1993

25 November 1993

31 March 1993
14 August 1993
25 November 1993
20 October 1993
6 August 1993

Initial reportsduein 1995

Date due

15 May 1995

3 November 1995

5 August 1995

9 February 1995
21 July 1995

12 November 1995
11 September 1995
9 June 1995
10 January 1995
3 July 1995

14 May 1995
2 November 1995

3 June 1995
20 July 1995
20 July 1995

5 May 1995
31 March 1995
24 February 1995
15 July 1995

24 November 1995

31 March 1995
13 August 1995
24 November 1995
19 October 1995
5 August 1995

Date of submission

16 November 1995

19 February 1997
3 April 2000
24 March 1998

12 June 1996
14 April 2000
19 March 1997

23 May 1996
18 March 1998

16 April 1996

9 June 1999
27 July 1995

29 September 1995
5 February 2001

5 December 2001

13 February 1998
22 September 1995
14 April 1998

27 January 1997

Symbol

CRC/C/28/Add.4

CRC/C/28/Add.9
CRC/C/28/Add.16
CRC/C/28/Add.13

CRC/C/28/Add.7
CRC/C/28/Add.17
CRC/C/28/Add.10

CRC/C/28/Add.6
CRC/C/28/Add.12

CRC/C/28/Add.5

CRC/C/28/Add.15
CRC/C/28/Add.1

CRC/C/28/Add.3
CRC/C/28/Add.19

CRC/C/28/Add.18

CRC/C/28/Add.11
CRC/C/28/Add.2
CRC/C/28/Add.14

CRC/C/28/Add.8

06T 96ed
TTT/D/04D



State party

Afghanistan
Gabon
Luxembourg
Japan
Mozambique

Georgia

Iraq

United Kingdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
(Overseas
Territories)

Uzbekistan

Iran (Islamic
Republic of)

Nauru
Eritrea
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Samoa

Netherlands
Maaysia
Botswana
Qatar
Turkey

Date of entry into force

27 April 1994
11 March 1994
6 April 1994
22 May 1994
26 May 1994

2 July 1994
15 July 1994

7 September 1994
29 July 1994

12 August 1994

26 August 1994
2 September 1994
11 September 1994
6 November 1994
29 December 1994

7 March 1995
19 March 1995
13 April 1995

3 May 1995

4 May 1995

Initial reportsduein 1996

Date due

26 April 1996
10 March 1996
5 April 1996
21 May 1996
25 May 1996

1 July 1996
14 July 1996

6 September 1996
28 July 1996

11 August 1996

25 August 1996
1 September 1996
10 September 1996
5 November 1996
28 December 1996

Initial reportsduein 1997

6 March 1997
18 March 1997
12 April 1997

2 May 1997

3 May 1997

Date of submission

21 June 2000
26 July 1996
30 May 1996
21 June 2000

7 April 1997
6 August 1996

26 May 1999
27 December 1999

9 December 1997

27 July 2001
16 February 1998

15 May 1997

29 October 1999

Symbol

CRC/C/41/Add.10
CRC/C/41/Add.2
CRC/C/41/Add.1
CRC/C/41/Add.11

CRC/C/41/Add.4
CRC/C/41/Add.3

CRC/C/41/Add.7
CRC/C/41/Add.8

CRC/C/41/Add.5

CRC/C/41/Add.12
CRC/C/41/Add.6

CRC/C/51/Add.1

CRC/C/51/Add.5

T6T 9fed
TTT/0/0dD



State party

Solomon Islands
Haiti

South Africa
Palau

Swaziland

Tuvalu
Singapore
Tonga

Kiribati

Niue

Liechtenstein
Brunei Darussalam
Andorra

Saudi Arabia

Oman

United Arab Emirates
Switzerland

Cook Isdlands

Netherlands
(Netherlands
Antilles)

Date of entry into force

10 May 1995
8 July 1995

16 July 1995
3 September 1995
6 October 1995

22 October 1995
4 November 1995
6 December 1995

10 January 1996
19 January 1996
21 January 1996
26 January 1996
1 February 1996

25 February 1996

8 January 1997

2 February 1997
26 March 1997

6 July 1997

17 February 1998

Initial reportsduein 1997 (continued)

Date due Date of submission

9 May 1997 28 February 2001
7 Jduly 1997 3 April 2001

15 July 1997 4 December 1997
3 September 1997 21 October 1998
5 October 1997

21 October 1997
3 November 1997

5 December 1997

Initial reportsduein 1998

9 January 1998
18 January 1998
20 January 1998 22 September 1998
25 January 1998
31 January 1998 27 July 2000
24 February 1998 21 October 1999

Initial reportsduein 1999

7 January 1999 5 July 1999
1 February 1999 15 April 2000
25 March 1999 19 January 2001
5 July 1999
Initial reportsduein 2000
16 February 2000 22 January 2001

Symbol

CRC/C/51/Add.6
CRC/C/51/Add.7
CRC/C/51/Add.2
CRC/C/51/Add.3

CRC/C/61/Add.1
CRC/C/61/Add.3

CRC/C/61/Add.2

CRC/C/78/Add.1
CRC/C/78/Add.2
CRC/C/78/Add.3

CRC/C/107/Add.1

26T abed
TTT/D/04D



State party

Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belize
Benin

Bhutan
Bolivia
Brazil
Burkina Faso
Burundi

Chad

Chile

CostaRica

Democratic Peopl€' s Republic
of Korea

Democratic Republic of
the Congo

Ecuador
Egypt

El Salvador
France
Gambia

Second periodic reports duein 1997

Date due

1 September 1997

7 November 1997
30 October 1997

1 September 1997

1 September 1997

1 September 1997

1 September 1997
23 October 1997
29 September 1997
17 November 1997

31 October 1997
11 September 1997
20 September 1997

20 October 1997
26 October 1997

1 September 1997
1 September 1997
1 September 1997
5 September 1997
6 September 1997

Date of submission

12 June 2001
20 May 1999

12 August 1997
11 October 1999

10 February 1999
20 January 1998

18 September 1998

Symbol
CRC/C/65/Add.21
CRC/C/65/Add.14

CRC/C/65/Add.1
CRC/C/65/Add.18

CRC/C/65/Add.13
CRC/C/65/Add.7

CRC/C/65/Add.9

£6T 9fed
TTT/0/0dD



State party

Ghana
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau

Holy See
Honduras
Indonesia
Kenya
Mali

Malta
Mauwritius
Mexico
Mongolia
Namibia

Nepal
Nicaragua
Niger
Pakistan
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines
Portugal

Romania

Russian Federation

Second periodic reports duein 1997 (continued)

Date due

1 September 1997
4 December 1997
1 September 1997
1 September 1997
18 September 1997

1 September 1997

8 September 1997

4 October 1997

1 September 1997
19 October 1997

29 October 1997

1 September 1997
20 October 1997

1 September 1997
29 October 1997

13 October 1997

3 November 1997
29 October 1997
11 December 1997
24 October 1997

3 October 1997
19 September 1997
20 October 1997
27 October 1997
14 September 1997

Date of submission

7 October 1998

18 September 1997

14 January 1998

12 November 1997

19 January 2001
12 October 1998

25 March 1998

8 October 1998
18 January 2000
12 January 1998

Symbol

CRC/C/65/Add.10

CRC/C/65/Add.2

CRC/C/65/Add.6

CRC/C/65/Add.4

CRCJ/C/65/Add.20
CRC/C/65/Add.12

CRC/C/65/Add.8

CRC/C/65/Add.11
CRC/C/65/Add.19
CRC/C/65/Add.5

6T obed
TTT/D/04D



State party

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Senegal
Seychelles
SierraLeone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda
Uruguay
Venezuela

Viet Nam
Zimbabwe

Angola
Argentina
Austraia
Bahamas
Bulgaria

Colombia
Céted'lvoire
Croatia
Cuba

Cyprus

Second periodic reports duein 1997 (continued)

Date due

1 September 1997
1 September 1997
6 October 1997

1 September 1997
1 September 1997

1 September 1997

1 September 1997
15 September 1997
19 December 1997
12 October 1997

1 September 1997
10 October 1997

Date of submission

7 July 1999

25 September 1997

10 May 2000

Second periodic reports duein 1998

3 January 1998
2 January 1998
15 January 1998
21 March 1998
2 July 1998

26 February 1998
5 March 1998
7 October 1998
19 September 1998
8 March 1998

12 August 1999

9 September 1998

15 September 2000

Symbol

CRC/C/65/Add.15
CRC/C/65/Add.3

CRC/C/65/Add.20

CRC/C/70/Add.16

CRC/C/70/Add.5

CRC/C/70/Add.16

G6T 9fed
TTT/0/0dD



State party

Denmark

Djibouti

Dominica
Dominican Republic
Estonia

Ethiopia
Finland
Guyana
Hungary
|sragl

ltaly

Jamaica

Jordan

Kuwait

Lao People’ s Democratic
Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Maldives
Mauritania

Myanmar
Nigeria
Norway
Panama
Poland

Second periodic reports duein 1998 (continued)

Date due

17 August 1998
4 January 1998
11 April 1998
10 July 1998
19 November 1998

12 June 1998

19 July 1998

12 February 1998
5 November 1998
1 November 1998

4 October 1998
12 June 1998
22 June 1998
19 November 1998

6 June 1998

12 June 1998

17 April 1998
31 January 1998
12 March 1998
14 June 1998

13 August 1998
18 May 1998
6 February 1998
10 January 1998
6 July 1998

Date of submission

15 September 1998

28 September 1998
3 August 1998

21 March 2000
16 May 2000
5 August 1998

4 December 1998
12 February 2001

1 July 1998
2 December 1999

Symbol
CRC/C/70/Add.6

CRC/C/70/Add.7
CRC/C/70/Add.3

CRC/C/70/Add.13
CRC/C/70/Add.15
CRC/C/70/Add.4

CRC/C/70/Add.8
CRC/C/70/Add.18

CRC/C/70/Add.2
CRC/C/70/Add.12

96T abked
TTT/D/04D



State party

Republic of Korea
Rwanda

San Marino

Sao Tome and Principe
Slovenia

Spain

Sri Lanka

The former Y ugoslav Republic of
Macedonia

Ukraine

United Republic of Tanzania

Y emen
Yugoslavia

Albania
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Belgium

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Cambodia

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African Republic

Second periodic reports duein 1998 (continued)

Date due

19 December 1998
22 February 1998
24 December 1998
12 June 1998

24 June 1998

4 January 1998
10 August 1998

16 September 1998
26 September 1998
9 July 1998

30 May 1998
1 February 1998

Date of submission

1 May 2000

18 September 2001

1 June 1999
21 September 2000

12 August 1999

3 February 1998

Second periodic reports duein 1999

27 March 1999

4 September 1999
11 September 1999
14 March 1999
15 January 1999

5 March 1999
15 November 1999
11 January 1999

3 July 1999
23 May 1999

7 May 1999

3 May 2001

Symbol
CRC/C/70/Add.14

CRC/C/70/Add.19

CRC/C/70/Add.9
CRC/C/70/Add.17

CRC/C/70/Add.11

CRC/C/70/Add.1

CRC/C/83/Add.2

CRC/C/83/Add.6

16T 9bed
TTT/0/0dD



State party

China

Czech Republic
Equatorial Guinea
Germany

Iceland

Ireland
Latvia

L esotho
Lithuania
Slovakia

Thailand

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

Zambia

Algeria

Antigua and Barbuda
Armenia

Cameroon

Comoros

Congo

Federated States of Micronesia
Fiji

Greece

Liberia

Second periodic reports duein 1999 (continued)

Date due

31 March 1999
31 December 1999
14 July 1999
4 May 1999
26 November 1999

27 October 1999
13 May 1999

8 April 1999
28 February 1999
31 December 1999

25 April 1999
3 January 1999
28 February 1999

14 January 1999
4 January 1999

Date of submission

3 March 2000

23 July 1999
27 April 2000

16 March 1999
14 September 1999

Second periodic reports due in 2000

15 May 2000
3 November 2000
5 August 2000
9 February 2000
21 July 2000

12 November 2000
3 June 2000

11 September 2000
9 June 2000
3 July 2000

Symbol

CRC/C/83/Add.4

CRC/C/83/Add.7
CRC/C/83/Add.5

CRC/C/83/Add.1
CRC/C/83/Add.3

86T abed
TTT/D/04D



State party

India

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Marshall 1slands
Monaco

Morocco

New Zealand

Papua New Guinea

Republic of Moldova

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Suriname

Syrian Arab Republic
Tajikistan
Turkmenistan
Vanuatu

Gabon
Luxembourg
Afghanistan
Japan
Mozambique

Georgia

Irag

Uzbekistan

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Nauru

Second periodic reports duein 2000 (continued)

Date due

10 January 2000
14 May 2000

2 November 2000
20 July 2000
20 July 2000

5 May 2000
31 March 2000
24 February 2000
15 July 2000
24 November 2000

31 March 2000
13 August 2000
24 November 2000
19 October 2000
5 August 2000

Date of submission

8 August 2000

13 October 2000
19 February 2001

15 August 2000

Second periodic reports duein 2001

10 March 2001
5 April 2001
26 April 2001
21 May 2001
25 May 2001

1 July 2001
14 July 2001
28 July 2001
11 August 2001
25 August 2001

29 June 2001

Symbol

CRC/C/93/Add.1

CRC/C/93/Add.3
CRC/C/93/Add.4

CRC/C/93/Add.2

CRC/C/104/Add.1

66T 9bed
TTT/0/0dD



State party

Eritrea
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Samoa

Second periodic reports duein 2001 (continued)

Date due Date of submission Symbol
1 September 2001
10 September 2001
5 November 2001

28 December 2001

00z abed
TTT/O/1048D
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Annex VI
LIST OF INITIAL AND SECOND PERIODIC REPORTS

CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS
OF THE CHILD ASAT 12 OCTOBER 2001

State party reports Observations adopted
by the Committee
Third session
(January 1993)
Bolivia CRC/C/3/Add.2 CRC/C/15/Add.1
Sweden CRC/C/3/Add.1 CRC/C/15/Add.2
Viet Nam CRC/C/3/Add.4 and 21 CRC/C/15/Add.3
Russian Federation CRC/C/3/Add.5 CRC/C/15/Add.4
Egypt CRC/C/3/Add.6 CRC/C/15/Add.5
Sudan CRC/C/3/Add.3 CRC/C/15/Add.6
(preliminary)
Fourth Session
(September-October 1993)
Indonesia CRC/C/3/Add.10 CRC/C/15/Add.7
(preliminary)
Peru CRC/C/3/Add.7 CRC/C/15/Add.8
El Salvador CRC/C/3/Add.9 and 28 CRC/C/15/Add.9
Sudan CRC/C/3/Add.3 and 20 CRC/C/15/Add.10
CostaRica CRC/C/3/Add.8 CRC/C/15/Add.11
Rwanda CRC/C/8/Add.1 CRC/C/15/Add.12
(preliminary)
Fifth session
(January 1994)
Mexico CRC/C/3/Add.11 CRC/C/15/Add.13
Namibia CRC/C/3/Add.12 CRC/C/15/Add.14
Colombia CRC/C/8/Add.3 CRC/C/15/Add.15
(preliminary)
Romania CRC/C/3/Add.16 CRC/C/15/Add.16
Belarus CRC/C/3/Add.14 CRC/C/15/Add.17
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State party reports Observations adopted
by the Committee
Sixth session
(April 1994)
Pakistan CRC/C/3/Add.13 CRC/C/15/Add.18
Burkina Faso CRC/C/3/Add.19 CRC/C/15/Add.19
France CRC/C/3/Add.15 CRC/C/15/Add.20
Jordan CRC/C/8/Add.4 CRC/C/15/Add.21
Chile CRC/C/3/Add.18 CRC/C/15/Add.22
Norway CRC/C/8/Add.7 CRC/C/15/Add.23
Seventh session

(September-October 1994)

Honduras CRC/C/3/Add.17 CRC/C/15/Add.24

Indonesia CRC/C/3/Add.10 and 26 CRC/C/15/Add.25

M adagascar CRC/C/8/Add.5 CRC/C/15/Add.26

Paraguay CRC/C/3/Add.22 CRC/C/15/Add.27
(preliminary)

Spain CRC/C/8/Add.6 CRC/C/15/Add.28

Argentina CRC/C/8/Add.2 and 17 CRC/C/15/Add.35
(adopted at the eighth
session)

Eighth session

(January 1995)

Philippines CRC/C/3/Add.23 CRC/C/15/Add.29

Colombia CRC/C/8/Add.3 CRC/C/15/Add.30

Poland CRC/C/8/Add.11 CRC/C/15/Add.31

Jamaica CRC/C/8/Add.12 CRC/C/15/Add.32

Denmark CRC/C/8/Add.8 CRC/C/15/Add.33

United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland CRC/C/11/Add.1 CRC/C/15/Add.34

Ninth session

(May-June 1995)

Nicaragua CRC/C/3/Add.25 CRC/C/15/Add.36

Canada CRC/C/11/Add.3 CRC/C/15/Add.37

Belgium CRC/C/11/Add.4 CRC/C/15/Add.38

Tunisia CRC/C/11/Add.2 CRC/C/15/Add.39

Sri Lanka CRC/C/8/Add.13 CRC/C/15/Add.40



Tenth session

(October-November 1995)

Italy
Ukraine
Germany
Senegal
Portugal
Holy See

Eleventh session
(January 1996)

Yemen

Mongolia
Yugoslavia
Iceland

Republic of Korea
Croatia

Finland

Twelfth session
(May-June 1996)

Lebanon
Zimbabwe
China
Nepal
Guatemala
Cyprus

Thirteenth session

(September-October 1996)

Morocco

Nigeria

Uruguay

United Kingdom
(Hong Kong)

Mauritius

Slovenia

State party reports

CRC/C/8/Add.18

CRC/C/8/Add.10/Rev.1

CRC/C/11/Add.5
CRC/C/3/Add.31
CRC/C/3/Add.30
CRC/C/3/Add.27

CRC/C/8/Add.20
CRC/C/3/Add.32
CRC/C/8/Add.26
CRC/C/11/Add.6
CRC/C/8/Add.21
CRC/C/8/Add.19
CRC/C/8/Add.22

CRC/C/18/Add.23
CRC/C/3/Add.35
CRC/C/11/Add.7
CRC/C/3/Add.34
CRC/C/3/Add.33
CRC/C/8/Add.24

CRC/C/28/Add.1
CRC/C/8/Add.26
CRC/C/3/Add.37
CRC/C/11/Add.9

CRC/C/3/Add.36
CRC/C/8/Add.25
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Observations adopted

by the Committee

CRCI/C/15/Add.41
CRC/C/15/Add.42
CRC/C/15/Add.43
CRC/C/15/Add.45
CRC/C/15/Add.46
CRC/C/15/Add.47

CRC/C/15/Add.47
CRC/C/15/Add.48
CRC/C/15/Add.49
CRC/C/15/Add.50
CRC/C/15/Add.51
CRC/C/15/Add.52
CRC/C/15/Add.53

CRC/C/15/Add.54
CRC/C/15/Add.55
CRC/C/15/Add.56
CRC/C/15/Add.57
CRC/C/15/Add.58
CRC/C/15/Add.59

CRC/C/15/Add.60
CRC/C/15/Add.61
CRC/C/15/Add.62
CRC/C/15/Add.63

CRC/C/15/Add.64
CRC/C/15/Add.65
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Fourteenth session
(January 1997)

Ethiopia

Myanmar

Panama

Syrian Arab Republic
New Zeaand
Bulgaria

Fifteenth session
(May-June 1997)

Cuba
Ghana
Bangladesh
Paraguay
Algeria
Azerbaijan

Sixteenth session

(September-October 1997)

Lao People’ s Demacratic

Republic
Australia
Uganda
Czech Republic
Trinidad and Tobago
Togo

Seventeenth session
(January 1998)

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Ireland

Micronesia (Federated

States of)

State party reports

CRC/C/8/Add.27
CRC/C/8/Add.9

CRC/C/8/Add.28
CRC/C/28/Add.2
CRC/C/28/Add.3
CRC/C/8/Add.29

CRC/C/8/Add.30
CRC/C/3/Add.39

CRC/C/3/Add.38 and 49
CRC/C/3/Add.22 and 47

CRC/C/28/Add.4
CRC/C/11/Add.8

CRC/C/8/Add.32
CRC/C/8/Add.31
CRC/C/3/Add.40
CRC/C/11/Add.11
CRC/C/11/Add.10
CRC/C/3/Add.42

CRC/C/28/Add.6
CRC/C/11/Add.12

CRC/C/28/Add.5

Observations adopted

by the Committee

CRC/C/15/Add.66
CRC/C/15/Add.67
CRC/C/15/Add.68
CRC/C/15/Add.69
CRC/C/15/Add.70
CRC/C/15/Add.71

CRCI/C/15/Add.72
CRC/C/15/Add.73
CRC/C/15/Add.74
CRC/C/15/Add.75
CRC/C/15/Add.76
CRC/C/15/Add.77

CRC/C/15/Add.78
CRC/C/15/Add.79
CRC/C/15/Add.80
CRC/C/15/Add.81
CRC/C/15/Add.82
CRC/C/15/Add.83

CRC/C/15/Add.84
CRC/C/15/Add.85

CRC/C/15/Add.86



Eighteenth session
(May-June 1998)

Hungary

Democratic People' s

Republic of Korea
Fiji
Japan
Maldives
Luxembourg

Nineteenth session

(September-October 1998)

Ecuador

Iraq
Thailand
Kuwait

Bolivia

Twentieth session
(January 1999)

Austria
Bdize
Guinea

Sweden
Y emen

State party reports

CRC/C/8/Add.34

CRC/C/3/Add.41
CRC/C/28/Add.7
CRC/C/41/Add.1
CRC/C/8/Add.33 and 37
CRC/C/41/Add.2

Initial Reports

CRC/C/3/Add.44
CRC/C/41/Add.3
CRC/C/11/Add.13
CRC/C/8/Add.35

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/65/Add.1

Initial reports

CRC/C/11/Add.14
CRC/C/3/Add.46
CRC/C/3/Add.48

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/65/Add.3
CRC.C.70/Add.1
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Observations adopted

by the Committee

CRC/C/15/Add.87

CRC/C/15/Add.88
CRC/C/15/Add.89
CRC/C/15/Add.90
CRC/C/15/Add.91
CRC/C/15/Add.92

CRC/C/15/Add.93
CRC/C/15/Add.94
CRC/C/15/Add.96
CRC/C/15/Add.97

CRC/C/15/Add.95

CRC/C/15/Add.98
CRC/C/15/Add.99
CRC/C/15/Add.100

CRCI/C/15/Add.101
CRC/C/15/Add.102



CRC/C/111
page 206

Twenty-first session
(17 May-4 June 1999)

Barbados

St Kittsand Nevis
Benin

Chad

Honduras
Nicaragua

Twenty-second session
(20 September-
8 October 1999)

Venezuela
Vanuatu
Mali
Netherlands

Russian Federation
Mexico

Twenty-third session
(10-28 January 2000)

India

Sierra Leone

The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia

South Africa

Armenia

Grenada

State party reports

Initial reports

CRC/C/3/Add.45
CRC/C/3/Add.51
CRC/C/3/Add.52
CRC/C/3/Add.50

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/65/Add.2
CRC/C/65/Add.4

Initial reports

CRC/C/3/Add.54 and 59
CRC/C/28/Add.8
CRC/C/3/Add.53
CRC/C/51/Add.1

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/65/Add.5
CRC/C/65/Add.6

Initial reports

CRC/C/28/Add.10
CRC/C/3/Add.43

CRC/C/8/Add.36
CRC/C/51/Add.2
CRC/C/28/Add.9
CRC/C/3/Add.55

Observations adopted

by the Committee

CRC/C/15/Add.103
CRC/C/15/Add.104
CRC/C/15/Add.106
CRC/C/15/Add.107

CRC/C/15/Add.105
CRC/C/15/Add/108

CRC/C/15/Add.109
CRC/C/15/Add.111
CRC/C/15/Add.113
CRC/C/15/Add.114

CRC/C/15/Add.10
CRCI/C/15/Add.112

CRC/C/15/Add.115
CRC/C/15/Add.116

CRC/C/15/Add.118
CRC/C/15/Add.122
CRC/C/15/Add.119
CRC/C/15/Add.121



Peru
Costa Rica

Twenty-fourth session
(15 May-2 June 2000)

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Georgia

Kyrgyzstan

Cambodia

Malta

Suriname

Djibouti

Jordan
Norway

Twenty-fifth session
(18 September-
6 October 2000)

Burundi

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland
(Isle of Man)

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland
(Overseas Territories)

Tajikistan

Central African Republic

Marshall Islands

Slovakia

Comoros

State party reports

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/65/Add.8
CRC/C/65/Add.7

Initial reports

CRC/C/41/Add.5
CRC/C/41/Add.4/Rev.1
CRC/C/41/Add.6
CRC/C/11/Add.16
CRC/C/3/Add.56
CRC/C/28/Add.11
CRC/C/8/Add.39

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/70/Add.4
CRC/C/70/Add.2

Initial reports
CRC/C/3/Add.58

CRC/C/11/Add.19 and
Corr.1

CRC/C/41/Add.7 and 9
CRC/C/28/Add.14
CRC/C/11/Add.18
CRC/C/32/Add.12
CRC/C/11/Add.17
CRC/C/28/Add.13
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Observations adopted

by the Committee

CRC/C/15/Add.120
CRC/C/15/Add.117

CRC/C/15/Add.123
CRC.C/15/Add.124
CRC.C/15/Add.127
CRC.C/15/Add.128
CRC.C/15/Add.129
CRC.C/15/Add.130
CRC.C/15/Add.131

CRC/C/15/Add.125
CRC/C/15/Add.126

CRC/C/15/Add.133

CRC/C/15/Add.134

CRC/C/15/Add.135
CRC/C/15/Add.136
CRC/C/15/Add.138
CRC/C/15/Add.139
CRC/C/15/Add.140
CRC/C/15/Add.141
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Finland
Colombia

Twenty-sixth session
(8-26 January 2001)

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania

Lesotho

Saudi Arabia

Palau

Dominica Republic

Ethiopia
Egypt

Twenty-seventh session
(21 May-8 June 2001)

Turkey

Democratic Republic of the
Congo

Coted’Ivoire

United Republic of Tanzania

Bhutan

Monaco

Denmark
Guatemaa

State party reports

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/70/Add.3
CRC/C/70/Add.5

Initial reports

CRC.C/11/Add.22
CRC.C/61/Add.1
CRC.C/11/Add.21
CRC.C/11/Add.20
CRC.C/61/Add.2
CRC.C/51/Add.3
CRC.C/8/Add.40 and 44

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/70/Add.7
CRC/C/65/Add.9

Initial reports
CRC/C/51/Add.4

CRC/C/3/Add.57
CRC/C/8/Add.41
CRC/C/8/Add.14/Rev.1
CRC/C/3/Add.60
CRC/C/28/Add.15

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/70/Add.6
CRC/C/65/Add.10

Observations adopted

by the Committee

CRC/C/15/Add.132
CRC/C/15/Add.137

CRC/C/15/Add.142
CRC/C/15/Add.143
CRC/C/15/Add.146
CRCI/C/15/Add.147
CRC/C/15/Add.148
CRC/C/15/Add.149
CRC/C/15/Add.150

CRC/C/15/Add.144
CRCI/C/15/Add.145

CRC/C/15/Add.152

CRC/C/15/Add.153
CRC/C/15/Add.155
CRC/C/15/Add.156
CRC/C/15/Add.157
CRC/C/15/Add.158

CRC/C/15/Add.151
CRC/C/15/Add.154



Twenty-eighth session
(24 September-
12 October 2001)

Mauritania
Kenya
Oman
Qatar
Cameroon
Gambia
Uzbekistan
Cape Verde

Portugal
Paraguay

State party reports

Initial reports

CRC/C/8/Add.42
CRC/C/3/Add.62
CRC/C/78/Add.1
CRC/C/51/Add.5
CRC/C/28/Add.16
CRC/C/3/Add.61
CRC/C/41/Add.8
CRC/C/11/Add.23

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/111
page 209

Observations adopted

CRC/C/65/Add.11
CRC/C/65/Add.12

by the Committee

CRC/C/15/Add.159
CRC/C/15/Add.160
CRC/C/15/Add.161
CRC/C/15/Add.163
CRC/C/15/Add.164
CRC/C/15/Add.165
CRC/C/15/Add.167
CRC/C/15/Add.168

CRC/C/15/Add.162
CRC/C/15/Add.166
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Annex VII

PROVISIONAL LIST OF REPORTS SCHEDULED FOR CONSIDERATION
AT THE COMMITTEE’'STWENTY-NINTH AND THIRTIETH SESSIONS

Twenty-ninth session
(14 January-1 February 2002)

Greece

Gabon

United Arab Emirates
Mozambique
Andorra

Malawi

Bahrain

Lebanon
Chile

Thirtieth session
(20 May-7 June 2002)

Guinea-Bissau

St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Niger

Netherlands Antilles

Tunisia
Belgium
Belarus

Span

Initial reports

CRC/C/28/Add.17
CRC/C/41/Add.10
CRC/C/78/Add.2
CRC/C/41/Add.11
CRC/C/61/Add.3
CRC/C/8/Add.43
CRC/C/11/Add.24

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/70/Add.8
CRC/C/65/Add.13

Initial reports

CRC/C/3/Add.63
CRC/C/28/Add.18
CRC/C/3/Add.29/Rev.1
CRC/C/107/Add.1

Second periodic reports

CRC/C/83/Add.1
CRC/C/83/Add.2
CRC/C/65/Add.15
CRC/C/70/Add.9



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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Annex VIII

DAY OF GENERAL DISCUSSION ON “VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN
WITHIN THE FAMILY AND IN SCHOOL S’ 28 SEPTEMBER 2001

LIST OF SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED

International Federation of Social Workers “Violence against children in the family and
in schools’ (4 pp.)

Population Council-Pakistan, “Violence against children within the family and in
schools’ (6 pp.)

Toivo Ronka “Violence against children within the family and in schools’ (8 pp.)

NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Education, Literacy and
Media Subgroup and Sexual Exploitation against Children Subgroup, “Violence against
children within the family and in schools’ (6 pp.)

End Physical Punishment of Children (EPOCH) New Zealand, “Violence against
children within the family and in schools’ (5 pp.)

Families First, “Not without reason: the place of physical correction in the discipline of
children” (33 pp.)

Article 12, “Violence against children within the family” (2 pp.)
Daniel Mbassa Menick, “Les abus sexuels en milieu scolaire au Cameroun” (9 pp.)

Global Initiative to End All Corpora Punishment of Children, “Violence against
children within the family and in schools” (5 pp.)

Children are unbeatable! Alliance, “Violence against children within the family in
schools’ (6 pp.)

Coalition Pravda Detyam “ Communication on discrimination against schoolchildren
belonging to ethnic minoritiesin the Russian area of Krasnador as a factor contributing to
the growth of violence among students’ (4 pp.)

UNICEF - South Asia“Corporal punishment in schoolsin South Asia” (28 pp.)

World Organization against Torture, “Violence against children in the family” (23 pp.)

James W. Prescott, “Ending violence against children and women world-wide” (8 pp.)

Children’ s Rights Alliance for England, “Violence against children within the family and
in schools’ (6 pp.)
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16.

17.

18.

19

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Save the Children UK, Sweden and Spain, “Physical punishment of children” (29 pp.)
Human Rights Watch, “Violence against children in schools’ (14 pp.)

SOS Kinderdorf International, “ Supporting children in dealing with the impact of
violence” (12 pp.)

NGO Coalition on Child Rights - Pakistan, “ Community-based study on violence in the
school and in the home, No. 1” (20 pp.)

NGO Coalition on Child Rights - Pakistan, “ Community-based study on violence in the
school and in the home No. 2" (30 pp.)

UNICEF, Innocenti Digest “Domestic violence against women and girls” (30 pp.)

EPOCH-USA, “Violence against children within the family and in schools’ (4 pp.)

United Nations Centre for International Crime Prevention, “Violence against children
within the family and in schools’ (3 pp.)

United School, Nepal “Violence against children in schools’ (2 pp.)

UNICEF-WCARQO, “Corporal punishment in countries covered by the UNICEF
West and Central Africa Office” (8 pp.)

WHO-ROE, “Violence prevention activities combined with the implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child at WHO Regional Office for Europe” (4 pp.)

European Network of Ombudsmen for Children (ENOCH) “ENOCH comes out against
corporal punishment” (2 pp.)

WHO, “Prevention of child abuse and neglect: making the links between human rights
and public health” (12 pp.)

Consortium for Street Children UK, “Violence against children within the family”
(16 pp.)

World Vision International, “Violence against children within the family” (24 pp.)

Defence for Children International, “ Submission” (2 pp.)
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Annex I X

LIST OF DOCUMENTSISSUED FOR THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION

CRC/C/3/Add.61

CRC/C/3/Add.62

CRC/C/8/Add.42

CRC/C/11/Add.23

CRC/C/28/Add 16

CRC/C/40/Rev.19

CRC/C/41/Add.8

CRC/C/51/Add.5

CRC/C/65/Add.11

CRC/C/65/Add.12

CRC/C/78/Add.1

CRC/C/109

CRC/C/110

CRCI/CISR.722-749

OF THE COMMITTEE
Initial report of Gambia
Initial report of Kenya
Initial report of Mauritania
Initial report of Cape Verde
Initial report of Cameroon
Note by the Secretary-Genera on areas in which the need for technical
advice and advisory services has been identified in the light of the
observations adopted by the Committee
Initial report of Uzbekistan
Initial report of Qatar
Second periodic report of Portugal
Second periodic report of Paraguay
Second periodic report of Oman

Provisional agenda and annotations

Note by the Secretary-General on the States parties to the Convention
and the status of submission of reports

Summary records of the twenty-eighth session



