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The CHAIRMAN; I call on Mr. L.G. Blake.

Mr. -BLAKE: I thank you, Mr. Chalrman, for your good offices In allowing
mé and- my colleague to address the Commlttee.

My name is Tim Blake. I was first elected to the Palkland Islands legislature
in 1964 and I am at present an elected member in the legislature with
regponsibility for fisheries,

I have read the text of the draft resolution before the Committee, and I am
mystified by some of 1ts sections. I had the impression, perhaps mistakenly, that
the Committee's aim 1s to safeguard the right of peoples to self-determination, bhut
I find no reference in the draft resolution to finding out what the people of the
Falkland Islands want. IS it not central to the United Nations Charter that all
peoples should have that right of self-determination? Yet the whole theme of the
draft resolution seems to be the solving of the territorial dispute between Britain
and Argentina.

May I say that the Falkland Islands is our home, aB it has been for over 150
years, and that it should be our choice as to whether we seek protection under the
British or the Argentine flag.

In 1982 I spent almost a week In this city in discussions to find a peaceful
settlement to the territorial dispute, and at the end of that time both sides had
agreed on a peaceful way forward. Unfortunately, desplte the careful work which
was done, the islands were invaded by Argentina less than a month later.

Under our present status, our written constitution guarantees the freedom of
the individual in speech, in politics - where we have universal suffrage - in
religion, in the holding of property and so forth. It divides the Government into
two parts: the legislature, which controls the budget and deals wlth the passage

of legislation; and the Executive Council, where policy is decided. All members of
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the legislature are elected except the chief executive officer and the head of the
treasury, who attend in a non~voting capacity. The composition of the Executive

Council is: three elected members of the legislature, who are elected by their

fellow members; the Governor, who is Chairman and chief executive officer oF the
administration; the head of the treasury; and the Attorney General. The last three
Sit in an advisory capacilty; again, only the members elected from the legislature
are voting members, So we have complete internal self-government, with Britain,
our administering Power, being responsible for foreign affairs and defence.

This leads me to the status of Mount Pleasant airport. It is claimed that
Mount Pleasant is a purely military facility and a threat to peace. We in the
islands would dispute this. Mount Pleasant airport, to us, provides a means for
our external alr link. It allows those employed outside to return to their homes
and those residing outside the islands to visit for a holiday; my colleague will
talk a little more fully on this later. It also allows islanders to take holldéys
overseas.

It allows the evacuation of medical cases which would benefit from more
specialized attention than we have at home, be they foreign fishermen or babies in
need of specialist surgical attention. 1 must express our gratitude to all those

who have helped us in the past when such evacuation has been necessary.
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the South Atlantic is being better described each year. But it would be wrong for
_me to suggest that we are not benefiting from the industry: it has become a major
industry for the Islands.

The surplus revenue from fishing, with the revenue from agriculture, has
enabled us to spead up our development programme. We have a building programme
which will Increase the housing pool by 30 per cent over the next two years. To
match this we are renewing the water supply and almost doubling the capacity to
Supply electricity. The changes which have occurred in the past six years would be
difficult for anyone who has not been in the Islands since then to understand. The
break-up of the big farms ints single-family farming units, the renewal and
upgrading of power and water supplies, the medical facility and education — all
those started with the aid funds supplied by the British Gover nment after
liberation in 1982; and development has continued at a growing rate since that
date. This year all our development is being funded from local resources. We héve
committed close to £2,000 per head of population to development.

The Improved medical facility, based on the new hospital which was built with
British aid after the tragic fire destroyed the old hospital, provides a greater
and improved level of medical care for our people, plus emergency medical
assistance for the fishermen, We have in the hospital today Italians, Spaniards,
and last week we brought in - with the help of the RAF Alr-Sea Rescue Service - a
gravely ill Russian seaman, This emergency service we are providing in the South
Atlantic is not just for those fishing within the FICZ but for all.

Similarly, in education great strides have been made in the past six years.
Over 20 per cent of the children leaving school this year will take thelr "Ov level
examination - the equivalent of the International Baccalaureate — and any of those

who wish to do so and have gained a minimum of four subject passes will be
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bear fruit. I hope these contacts will serve to reduce any tension there may be in
the air in the South Atlantiec.

It is our mission here as elected members of the Legislature to point out that
the future of the Falkland Islands is for us, the Falkland Islanders, to decide,
We do not wish to become a part of elther Great Britain or Argentina. We wish to
develop our economy as we see fit In co—operation - If this is possible - with our
neighbours; but unless it could be shown to the satlsfaction of all Islanders that
a change in our administering Power would be of benefit to all, then we would not

seek such a change of status.
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is now owned by islanders. The agricultural grants continue to improve. We are
developing a wool mill that will contlnue to produce a very high quality garment
for export. In fact the demand for these products is already much higher than we
can supply. The Government has agreed to spend over 4 million pounds on a new
telephone system throughout the islands. Farm tracks are being improved, and there
is a real possibility that we will soon see a shingle road system throughout the
Islands.

T am also involved in the promotion of tourism in the Falklands. Although
tourism will never be a major industry, we are very pleased with the number of
people taking a holiday in the Falklands, and indicatlons are that thils year 30
more people will come than did last year. They enjoy the wildlife, trout fishing,
horse riding and our very Britich way of life.

As Mr. Blake has said, thie all depends on the continuing operation of Mount
Pleasant airport, but we are very optimistic., An increasing number of cruise ships
visit the Falklands to allow people to photograph the wildlife in its natural
sSurroundings.

Many people here today may feel that it is a sensible suggestion to ask the
Falkland Islanders to become part of the Argentine, I should like to ask everyone
who feels that way to take a moment to ask himself why we should agree. Do the
Brgentines need our farm land? T should think not, because they have many square
miles of poorly developed farm land of their own, better farm land than ours.

Would the Argentine people want to live in the Falklands? Again the answer must be
nc, as most of them live in the north of thelr country and are very reluctant to
move south., I feel strongly that there is only one reason that the Argentines

continue to claim our Islands, and that is to catisfy their pride. No Falkland
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That interest is reflected in the fact that today another draft resclution is
before the Committee to be voted upon.

It is my wish to advocate in favour of Argentina's rights to the mentioned

islands that are in possession of Great Britain, thanks solely to an arbitrary act
of force which remains the cornerstone of Britain's cclonial presence in the
archipelago. This presence will never be consented to by the Argentine people, nor
can it generate crights for the United Kingdom

The Falkland/Malvinas represents an unwaver ing claim of the Argentine nation
substant{ated within a framework of law and principie and a very well-founded
historical case., This cannot be swept aside by the British, nor belittled by
misleading literature that distorts the truth of historical information. The
strength of the Argentine claim has been reflected in the overwhelming majority by
which the six resolutions on the subject, approved by the United Nations since .
1982, call on the two sides to negotiate a settlement.

It is lamentable that a comprehensive negotiation in the search for a peaceful
and definitive settlement of all Anglo-Argentine differences has not yet begun.—
someth ing which, without doubt, requires moderation and a willingness to compromise
by both Governments. The British Government not only chooses to ignore United
Nations resolutions on the Falkland/Malvinas issue but also pursues objectives that
are contrary to Argentine's sovereign rights and opposes the objectives the General

Assembly has established on this matter through the specific resolutions.,
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Nevertheless, the Argentine Government has maintained a conciliatory attitude
which hgs been confirmed on numerous occasions. The Argentine willlingness to
negotiate has alsc been recognized by the vast majority of the international
community, a group as important in its diversity as c#tgqorlc in lte number.

Without doubt, the central theme of these negotlations is the definitive
solution to the sovereignty issue of the territory of the Falkland, South Georgia
and South Sandwich Islands and is an issue in which the Britlsh Government invokes
the principle of self-determination which, as an instrument of decolonlzation, is
being utilized by Great Britaln as a means to colonize a Territory in dispute and

also as a political arqument for allowing the archipelago to remaln under British

rule.

Self-determination, while an inalienable right of peoples respected by
Argentina, has been overruled in this instance because the island inhablitants do
not constitute a "people" in the sense of the interpretation of United Nations
resolution 1514 (XV). Its poasible applicatlion in this case would transgress the
territorial integrity of the Argentine Republic, something which also contravenes
' Qhé assertions of the same resolution.

The United Kingdom Government claims it cannot compromise on the principle of
sovereignty which it is defending in the Falkland/Malvinas, arguing that the
British citlzens of the islands must have a volce in determining the future of the
disputed Tercritory where they live. Yet, in the islands of Diego Garcia, its
inhabitants, not long ago, were deported by the Britlsh without consultation or
consent, in order to hand the islands over for the installation of a military
base. These are two contrasting examplese of palnful ambiguities of British policy.

The continued naval and mllitary escalatlion in the South Atlantic region, with
lts provocative military manceuvres, enﬁangera peace and affects stabllity in the

area, reflecting a persistent opposition to the purposes and principles of the
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intellectual negligence that is impeding customary British foresight from seeing
beyond_the River Thames.

Since the Declaration of the "Falkland Islands Conservation Zone" in 1986,
commercial fishing is bringing the promise of unprecedented prosperity and a new
way of life to the colony, where its 1,900 inhabitants depended solely on raising
sheep for a living. The island's economy has suffered historically from a lack of
local investment and a continual flow of private funds out of the archipelago into
the United Kingdom. The result of this syphaning off of money was a stagnant local
economy and a continuing drop in the island's population.

We can observe in the recent past that a favourable economic change has taken
pPlace through aid inflow, land redistribution and investment funds through thé
Official Development Corporation. The presence of contract workers and the
military garrison has also contributed to giving the economy a buoyant character.
This economic upsurge is seen with sympathy by everyone linked with the islands,
but it also proves how much they were neglected in the past by their British
administrators.

I must observe, as the great~great grandchild of Falkland Islanders who lived
in the islands until the end of June 1982, that the coleny, till then, was a very
uncomplicated place in which to live, That has all changed, with the build-up of a
massive military capability and the injection of significant amounts of development
funds, the latter illustrating with total eloguence that the islands, whose 1,900
inhabitants find themselvea illogically disconnected from the South American
mainland, cannot survive if left to their own means.

The island society is undergoing great changes that affect the traditional
lifestyle of the colony. Among the outstanding aspects of this is the degree to
which it muo-" .’ i peimanent stream of immigrants or temporary immigrant

labourers employed in the skilled or semi-skilled work that the development of the
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In keeping with that concern, the General Assembly, in paragraph 1 of our
draft resclution, would reiterate that the hest way to put an end to the special
and particular colonial situation is the negotiated settlement of the dispute
between the two Governments.

In the draft resolution the General Assembly would also take note with
satisfaction that the Argentine Government has reiterated its intention to comply
with the General Assembly resolutions referring to this item and, at the same time,
would express regret that, in splte of that positive factor and of the widespread
international support for glocbal negotiations between the parties that would

include all aspects on the future of the Malvinas Islands, the implementation of

those resolutions has not yet started.

Finally, we reaffirm our support for the good-offices mission undertaken by
the Secretary-General in order to assist the parties in complying with the General
Assembly resolutions on the question,

In my delegation's view, this draft resolution serves the best interests of
the parties involved in the dispute and of the international community, in its
commitment to safequarding international peace and security. For that reason, we

trust that the draft resaluticon will be adopted by the Committee with the support

of all its members.

The CHAIRMAN: I call on the representative of Argentina.

Mrc. DELPECH {(Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): First, I wish to
thank you, Mr. Chairman, and the members of the Special Committee Eér giving me
this opportunity to participate in the debate on.- the question of the Malvinas
Islands - a question which, as everyone knows, directly involves my country's vital
and lasting interests, I wish alsc to congratulate you, Sir, on the way in which
You are presiding over the debates of thia body. Your well-known diplomatic skills

will certainly contribute significantly to the success of the Committee's work, We
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United Kingdom. On that point, I shall refrain from referring to other matters of
substance relating to the question, because all members of the Committee are very
famillar with them. I shall confine myself aimply to recalling that the Special
Committee and the General Assembly have both rejected the application of the
principle of self-determination to this issue. That is loglical and correct,
because the principle that applies in thie case - the decolonization of the
Malvinas Islande - is that of terrlitorial integrity.

The relevance of that principle is incontestable, since the United Kingdom
occupies the Islands not by right but as a result of an act of force perpetrated,
as we all know, in 1833, The present population is not indigenous to the
territory. We are all aware that the present inhabitants are British citizens
trangplanted to the territory by the colonial Power, after the expulsion of the
inhabitante of Argentine origin who were living in the Islandg., We are all well
aware of this, which does not detract from the respect the Argentine Government
feels, and has relterated publicly on many occasions, for the identity of those
currently living in the Ielands.

For all those reasons, the Special Commlittee will be perfectly justified in
adopting today the draft resolution sponsored by Cuba, Chile and Venezuela
{A/AC.109/L.1675). Thetefore, my Government wishes in advance to express its
gratitude to the Committee for taking this important decision, which will help
consolidate the United Rations unwavering doctrine on the question of the Malvinas
Islands.

In conclusion, I wish to reaffirm my country's firm resolve to seek a
peaceful, negotiated settlement of all outatanding problems with the United
Kingdom. At the same time, I wish to reaffirm Argentina's just claim to
sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands, South Georgla and the Socuth Sandwich

Islands. Over and above any developments that may create false expectations about








