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Letter dated 10 December 2001 from the Permanent
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I have the honour to forward herewith a letter dated 8 December 2001 from the
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Islamic State of Afghanistan addressed to
you.

I should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and its
annex circulated as a document of the General Assembly.

(Signed) Ravan Farhadi
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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Annex to the letter dated 10 December 2001 from the Permanent
Representative of Afghanistan to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit herewith an article in The New York Times dated
Saturday, 8 December 2001, by Mr. Douglas Frantz.

The article contains a valuable sequential summary of facts bearing historic
significance on the situation in Afghanistan.

(Signed) A. Abdullah
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Appendix

THE NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2001

Pakistan Ended
"Aid to Taliban
OnlyHesztantly

By DOUGLAS FRANTZ

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, Dec. 7 —
One month after the Pakistan gov-
ernment agreed t6 end its support of
the Taliban, its intelligence agency
was still providing safe passage | for
weapons .and ammunition to arm
them, according to Western and Pa—
kistani officials.

On Oct. 8 and dgain on Oct. 12,
Pakistani border guards at a dusty
checkpoint in the Khyber Pass
waved on convoys headed into Af-
ghanistan. Western intelligence offi-
cials said that under the trucks’ tar-
paulins were rifles, arnmunition and
rocket-propelled grenade launchers
for Taliban ﬂghters

‘Pakistan’s premier spying agency,
Inter-Services Intelligence, had lohg
provided safe passage to armadas 6f
truckers and smugglers who $up*
plied a mountain of weapons to the

Taliban war machine. But the pollcy'

was supposed to have changed in
September after a Washington ultl-
matum to Pakistan.

‘A senior Pakistani intelligence of-
ficial acknowledged that the Oct,'8
shipment did contain arms for the
Taliban, but he said that it was the
last officially sanctioned delivery
and that the Pakistanis have since
been living up to their commitment
to the Americans.

Even around that time, there were
signs of a change. Pakistani military
advisers were withdrawn from Af-
ghanistan over the following weeks,

Continued on Page B4
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Continued From Page Al -

a move that Western Intelligence of-
ficials say may have been a crucial
factor in the surprisingly swift col-
lapse of Taliban forces when con-
fronted by the Northern Alliance.

~*“We did not fully understand the
significance of Pakistan’s role in

-propping up the Taliban until their

guys withdrew and things went to
hell fast for the Talibs,” said a West-
ern diplomat.who has monitored the
region for many years.

..Nonetheless, Inter-Services Intelli-
gence, or IL.S.I., remains what many
describe as a state within a state,
with independent, and worrying, po-
litical tendencies.

- *“Power remains in the hands of a
powerful group of ‘jihadi’ generals
who are outside the government ap-
paratus, but have tentacles in gov-
ernment,” the former prime minis-
ter, Benazir Bhutto, said in an inter-
view, )

..Ms. Bhutto is hardly an impartial
observer. Now living in self-imposed
exile in Dubal to avold corruption
charges at home, she blames LS.I
for conspiring to topple her second
government in 1996, in part because
she refused to fully back the Taliban,
- But her view is shared by many in
Pakistan’s intelligence and diplo-
matic ranks, where the strong sense
is that Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the
president, must begin a broader
purge if he hopes to loosen the grip of
elements in 1.S.1. who, even now, are
loyal to the Taliban.

~ One of the agency's staunchly Is-
Jlamist intelligence directors was Lt.
Gen. Hamid Gul, who headed the
agency in the late 1980's and remains
an influential figure within it.

2“1t will not be so easy for officers
to set aside their beliefs and change
sides,” General Gul, who is etired,
said in a recent interview.

General Gul remains a supporter

of the Taliban and he denounced the
Americans - for condemning them
and Osama bin Laden without pro-
viding any proof of guilt.
+ "Osama bin Laden is a sensitive
man and he had nothing to do with
the attacks on America,” he said.
‘“You Americans will have to support
the Taliban one day. They are not
going to go away. They are integral,
organic, historic.”

The agency and General Mushar-
raf had specifically agreed to end
support for the Taliban in a series of
meetings and phone conversations
right after Sept. 11. :

But Pakistani intelligence officers

" and military advisers contined help-

ing the Taliban at least into October,
providing tactical advice and helping
to strengthen fortifications around
Kandahar, the southern stronghold
of the Taliban, diplomats and intelli-
gence officials said.

Toreverse this, on Oct. 7 — the day
the Americans started bombing Af-
ghanistan — General Musharraf
took the strong — and risky — step of
removing the director of 1.S.I., Lt
Gen. Mahmood Ahmed, who is re-
garded as pro-Taliban. He replaced
him with a moderate, Lt. Gen. Ehsan
ul-Haq.

Speaking of General Musharraf, a
senior American officlal said: *“He
knows he has got cells of Taliban
people in intelligence and he’s got a
rule that he is going to kick anyone
out who has been there four or five
years because you don't know where
the cells are.”

To help the purge, American offi-
cials are questioning former Paki-
stani officials to compile a list of
intelligence officers and other gov-
ernment officials whose pro-Islamic
sentiments make them suspect, ac-
cording to people who said they were
interviewed as part of the search.

For many within the intelligence
service, helping the Taliban was as
much a religious duty as a military
one. Some of the officers had trained
Afghan fighters against the Soviets
when LSI1. funneled $3 billion in
American funds into Afghanistan.

For seven years, Pakistan’s Is-
lamic government had been the Tali-
ban's main sponsor, alongside Mr.

Robert Nickelsbe
President Pervez Musharraf, left, has ended Pakistan’s support of the
Taliban. Lt. Gen. Hamid Gul, former head of intelligence, is pro-Taliban.

bin Laden. It provided military
equipment, recruiting assistance,
training and tactical advice that en-
abled the band of village muilahs and
their adherents to take control of
Afghanistan and turn it into a haven
for terrorists.

The impact was considerable be-
cause, after fattening its coffers with
American money, 1.S.I. was able to
tilt the battle in Afghanistan.

Nasiruliah Khan Babar, a retired
army general who was Pakistan’s
interior minister in 1994, packed his
country’s diplomatic posts in Af-
ghanistan with intelligence agents to
ensure that the Taliban got the help
they needed.

“They were 1.S.1. people who had
been in the jihad and the Afghans
had a lot of respect for them,” Gen-
eral Babar said in a recent interview
at his home in Peshawar.

‘One of those agents was Amir Sul-
tan Tarar, who was designated con-
sul general in Herat, in the west..He
used the code name Colonel Imam,
which adopts a religious title and
was a common nom de guerre
among LS.I. officers.

He befriended the Taliban’s spirit-
ual leader, Mullah Muhammad
Omar, and provided tactical advice
to his forces while also serving as a
conduit for arms and money, accord-
ing to former Pakistani intelligence
officials. Like many of the Paki-
stanis, he donned a turban and grew
a beard to blend in with his clients.

_'As the Taliban captured more ter-
ritory and enforced their harsh
brand of Islam on larger swaths of

. P
Associated Press
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the population, concern -began ‘to
grow in PakiStan and Washington.

Even beforé the Taliban- were
formed, the United States was warn-
ing Pakistan about 1.S.1.’s conduct in
Afghanistan, saying that it risked
being listed as a sponsor of terrorism
and losing access to international
financial assistance. That warning,
which also referred to 1.S.I. activity
in Kashmir, a territory claimed by
India and Pakistan, came in a letter
from President George Bush in 1992,
according to a former Pakistani offi-
cial who saw it.

By early 1996, when Ms. Bhutto

was. serving her second term as

prime minister, she became con-
cerned about Pakistan’s closeness to
the Taliban and about 1.S.1.’s control
over Afghan policy, she said in the
interview.

A meeting of senior government
officials was called to discuss pulling
back from the Taliban. Gen. Jehan-
gir Karamat, chief of the armed
forces, argued that the agency
should stop its activities inside Af-
ghanistan and civilian members of
the government argued that if Paki-
stan withdrew its support, the Tali-
ban would melt away, according to a
review of minutes from the meeting
provided by a participant.

But Lt. Gen. Aziz Khan, deputy
director general of 1.S.1. at the time,
offered an impassioned defense of
the Taliban: ‘“‘These people will
make Pakistan strong. There is noth-
ing we need to fear from them. All
they will do if they take over Afghan-
istan is spread pure Istam.”

The intelligence service carried
the day and Pakistan did not pull
back. In the following months, the
Taliban won impressive battlefield
victories, taking Herat, Jalalabad
and the capital of Kabul by the fall of
1996.

Military observers noticed a dis-
tinct change in tactics. The previous-
ly disorganized Taliban soldiers used
4-by-4 pickup trucks to outflank ene-
my forces and launch surprise coun-
terattacks, employing artillery in
more sophisticated ways.

American intelligence officers
were certain that the Pakistanis
were providing training and tactical
advice to the Taliban along with
money and weapons and this specu-
lation was later supported by other
evidence.

Ms. Bhutto continued to object un-
til she was ousted from office in
November 1996. She blamed 1.S.1. for
toppling her, saying she had angered
them by her refusal to recognize the
Taliban as the official government of

Afghanistan. There were other plau-
sible reasons, including allegations
of corruption against her and her
husband. '

Her military-backed replacement,
Nawaz Sharif, extended the first dip-
lomatic recognition to the Taliban in
May 1997 and traveled to other Mus-
lim countries in an attempt to per-
suade them to recognize the student
militia. Only Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates agreed.

With a freer hand under Mr. Sha-
rif, the intelligence agency dis-
pdtched military advisers to a for-
mer Soviet base in Rishikor, south-
west of Kabul, to set up a training
camp for volunteers sent by Paki-
stani religious parties to fight in Af-
ghanistan and Kashmir.

Some of the bloodiest battles of the
civil war occurred in and around

Indications that

Pakistan’s spy
agency remains a
state within a state.

Mazar-i-Sharif in northern Afghani-
stan. After losing-the city once and
being rebuffed another time, the Ta-
liban made a successful push in the
fall of 1998 and drove out the North-
ern Alliance.

Western intelligence officials cred-
it the victory to Pakistani military
advisers who fought alongside the
Taliban. An intercepted telephone
conversation described by two West-
ern diplomats seemed to back that
assertion.

In the call, Colonel Imam, the 1.S.1.
officer from Herat, was heard to
boast, My baoys and I are riding into
Mazar-{-Sharif.”” By 1998, Mr. bin
Laden was well established in Af-
ghanistan after fleeing Sudan two

years earlier. He and his network’

had set up terrorist training camps
throughout the country, many of
them alongside camps operated by
the Taliban and 1.S.1.

While the Taliban and Mr. bin Lad-
en clearly had a close relationship,
Western diplomats and foreign intel-
ligence officers said that the links
between 1.S.1..and the bin Laden net-
work were more circumspect.

Conversations intercepted by
American intelligence officials con-
tained no references to direct links

between Pakistant intelligence and
the network of Arabs and other for-
eigners who came to learn their
trade in Afghanistan, said a senior
government official who reviewed
many of the transcripts.

After the bombings of two Ameri-
can embassies in East Africa in the
summer of 1998 killed more than 250
people, the United States tried to tind
a way to pry Mr. bin Laden, who the
Americans blamed for the attacks,
out of Afghanistan.

In September 1999, government of-
ficials said, the dlrecmr general of
ISI, Lt Gen. Ziauddin and Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif’s brother,
Shehbaz Sharif, were summoned to
Washington. American officials told
them Pakistan should force the Tali-
ban to moderate their positions and
turn over Mr. bin Laden.

When the envoys returned, Paki-
stani officials said, the prime minis-
ter sent General Ziauddin to Kanda-
har to deliver the American message
to Mullah Omar, who refused.

The next month, on Oct. 12, 1999,
Mr. Sharif was overthrown in a mili-
tary coup. At the time, Pakistan’s top
military commander, General Mu-
sharraf, was on his way back from
Sri Lanka. His second in command
was Lt. Gen. Aziz Khan, who had
defended the Taliban while working
for LS.I. He made certain that power
was handed over to General Mushar-
raf when his plane landed in Islam-
abad. 1

Again, there were many reasons
for the coup, but analysts said the
agency and its loyalists felt Mr. Sha-
rif had to go partly out of fear that he
might buckle to American pressure
and reverse Pakistan's pollcy to-
ward the Taliban. '

One of the new military ruler’s
first acts was to cancel a top-secret
mission being planned with the Unit-
ed States to send commandos using
1.8.1 intelligence information into Af-
ghanistan to capture Mr. bin Laden,

Despite continuing pressure from
the United States and sanctions
against Afghanistan by the United
Nations, General Musharraf held
fast to his country’s support of the
Taliban until Sept. 11 changed the
way much of the world viewed the
Af%han militia and its guest, Mr bin
Laden

Even then, however, the en-

‘trenched elements within the intellj-

gence agency who had backed the
Afghans refused to switch sides with-
out a fight, according to senior Paki-
stani officials aligned against the Ta-
liban loyalists. That fight, they say, is
still ongoing.





