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I. Introduction

1. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 19 September 2001, the General Assembly, on
the recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include in the agenda of
its fifty-sixth session the item entitled “Report of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law on the work of its thirty-fourth session” and to allocate it to
the Sixth Committee.

2. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 2nd to 4th and 24th, 27th and
28th meetings, on 8 and 9 October and 9, 19 and 21 November 2001. The views of
the representatives who spoke during the Committee’s consideration of the item are
reflected in the relevant summary records (A/C.6/56/SR.2-4, 24, 27 and 28).

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee had before it the following
documents:

(a) Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on
the work of its thirty-fourth session;1

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the increase in the membership of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (A/56/315).

4. At the 2nd meeting, on 8 October, the Chairman of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law at its thirty-fourth session introduced the
report of the Commission on the work of that session (see A/C.6/56/SR.2).

5. At the 4th meeting, on 9 October, the Chairman of the Commission made a
concluding statement (see A/C.6/56/SR.4).

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 17 and
corrigendum (A/56/17 and Corr.3).
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II. Consideration of proposals

A. Draft resolution A/C.6/56/L.8

6. At the 24th meeting, on 9 November, the representative of Austria, on behalf
of Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Belgium, Belize, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland,
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Haiti, Hungary, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Malta,
Mexico, Monaco, Morocco, Nepal, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, the
Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, San Marino, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia,
South Africa, Spain, the Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Thailand, the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Venezuela and Yugoslavia, introduced a draft
resolution entitled “Report of the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law on the work of its thirty-fourth session” (A/C.6/56/L.8).

7. At its 27th meeting, on 19 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.6/56/L.8 without a vote (see para. 15, draft resolution I).

B. Draft resolution A/C.6/56/L.11

8. At the 24th meeting, on 9 November, the Chairman of the Committee
introduced a draft resolution entitled “Model Law on Electronic Signatures of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law” (A/C.6/56/L.11).

9. At its 27th meeting, on 19 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.6/56/L.11 without a vote (see para. 15, draft resolution II).

C. Draft resolution A/C.6/56/L.12 and Corr.1

10. At the 24th meeting, on 9 November, the Chairman of the Committee
introduced a draft resolution entitled “United Nations Convention on the
Assignment of Receivables in International Trade” (A/C.6/56/L.12 and Corr.1).

11. At its 27th meeting, on 19 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.6/56/L.12 and Corr.1 without a vote (see para. 15, draft resolution III).

D. Draft resolution A/C.6/56/L.10 and draft decision A/C.6/56/L.26

12. At the 24th meeting, on 9 November, the Chairman introduced a draft
resolution entitled “Enlargement of the membership of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law” (A/C.6/56/L.10), which read:
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“The General Assembly,

“Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
established the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law with a
mandate to further the progressive harmonization and unification of the law of
international trade and in that respect to bear in mind the interests of all
peoples, in particular those of developing countries, in the extensive
development of international trade,

“Recalling also its resolution 3108 (XXVIII) of 12 December 1973, by
which it increased the membership of the Commission from twenty-nine to
thirty-six States,

“Taking note of the recommendation of the Commission that its
membership should be increased maintaining the current proportion between
the regional groups,

“Convinced that wider participation of States in the work of the United
Nations Commission on International Trade Law would further the progress of
the work of the Commission,

“Having considered comments by States, as well as a report by the
Secretary-General, on the implications of increasing the membership of the
Commission, submitted pursuant to paragraph 13 of General Assembly
resolution 55/151 of 12 December 2000,

“Being satisfied with the practice of the Commission to invite States not
members of the Commission and relevant intergovernmental and international
non-governmental organizations to participate as observers in sessions of the
Commission and its working groups and to take part in the formulation of texts
by the Commission, as well as with the practice of reaching decisions by
consensus without a formal vote,

“Considering that the increase in the membership of the Commission
may stimulate interest in the work of the Commission and better justify the
dedication of human and other resources to preparation for and attendance at
its meetings,

“Observing that the considerable number of States that have participated
as observers and made valuable contributions to the work of the Commission
indicates that there exists an interest in active participation in the Commission
beyond the current thirty-six Member States,

“Reaffirming the importance of the Trust Fund established to provide
travel assistance to developing countries that are members of the Commission,
at their request and in consultation with the Secretary-General,

“1. Notes that the impact of an increase of the membership of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the Secretariat
services required to properly facilitate the work of the Commission would not
be material enough to quantify, and that therefore the increase would have no
financial implications;

“2. Decides to increase the membership of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law from thirty-six to sixty States;
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“3. Decides also that the twenty-four additional members of the
Commission shall be elected by the General Assembly during its fifty-seventh
session in accordance with the following rules:

“(a) The General Assembly shall observe the following distribution of
seats:

“(i) Six from African States;

“(ii) Five from Asian States;

“(iii) Three from Eastern European States;

“(iv) Four from Latin American and Caribbean States;

“(v) Six from Western European and other States;

“(b) Of the twenty-four additional members, the terms of eleven
members shall expire on the last day prior to the opening of the thirty-seventh
session of the Commission, in 2004, while the term of thirteen members shall
expire on the last day prior to the opening of the fortieth session of the
Commission, in 2007; the President of the General Assembly shall, by drawing
lots, select these members as follows:

“(i) For a term up to the last day prior to the thirty-seventh session of
the Commission, in 2004:

“a. Three from those elected from African States and three from
those elected from Western European and other States;

“b. Two from those elected from Asian States and two from those
elected from Latin American and Caribbean States;

“c. One from those elected from Eastern European States;

“(ii) For a term up to the last day prior to the fortieth session of the
Commission, in 2007:

“a. Three from those elected from African States, three from
those elected from Asian States and three from those elected from
Western European and other States;

“b. Two from those elected from Eastern European States and two
from those elected from Latin American and Caribbean States;

“(c) The twenty-four additional members shall take office on 1 January
2003;

“(d) The provisions of section II, paragraphs 4 and 5, of General
Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI) shall also apply to the additional members;

“4. Appeals to Governments, the relevant bodies of the United Nations
system, organizations, institutions and individuals, in order to ensure full
participation by all Member States in the sessions of the Commission and its
working groups, to make voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund established
to provide travel assistance to developing countries that are members of the
Commission, at their request and in consultation with the Secretary-General;
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“5. Requests the Commission at its fortieth session to evaluate the
effects of the present enlargement and to examine and report to the General
Assembly on the implications of enlarging the membership of the Commission
to 72 States.”

13. At the 28th meeting, on 21 November, the Chairman of the Committee, on the
basis of informal consultations held on the draft resolution, withdrew draft
resolution A/C.6/56/L.10, and introduced a draft decision entitled “Enlargement of
the membership of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law”
(A/C.6/56/L.26).

14. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft decision A/C.6/56/L.26
without a vote (see para. 16).

III. Recommendations of the Sixth Committee

15. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft resolutions:

Draft resolution I
Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law on the work of its thirty-fourth session

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
established the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law with a
mandate to further the progressive harmonization and unification of the law of
international trade and in that respect to bear in mind the interests of all peoples, in
particular those of developing countries, in the extensive development of
international trade,

Reaffirming its conviction that the progressive harmonization and unification
of international trade law, in reducing or removing legal obstacles to the flow of
international trade, especially those affecting the developing countries, would
contribute significantly to universal economic cooperation among all States on a
basis of equality, equity and common interest and to the elimination of
discrimination in international trade and, thereby, to the well-being of all peoples,

Emphasizing the need for higher priority to be given to the work of the
Commission in view of the increasing value of the modernization of international
trade law for global economic development and thus for the maintenance of friendly
relations among States,

Stressing the value of the participation by States at all levels of economic
development and from different legal systems in the process of harmonizing and
unifying international trade law,



6

A/56/588

Having considered the report of the Commission on the work of its thirty-
fourth session,2

Concerned that activities undertaken by other bodies of the United Nations
system in the field of international trade law without coordination with the
Commission might lead to undesirable duplication of efforts and would not be in
keeping with the aim of promoting efficiency, consistency and coherence in the
unification and harmonization of international trade law, as stated in its resolution
37/106 of 16 December 1982,

Stressing the importance of the further development of case law on United
Nations Commission on International Trade Law texts in promoting the uniform
application of the legal texts of the Commission and its value for government
officials, practitioners and academics,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its thirty-fourth session;2

2. Takes note with satisfaction of the completion and adoption by the
Commission of the draft Convention on the Assignment of Receivables in
International Trade3 and of the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law Model Law on Electronic Signatures;4

3. Takes note of the progress made in the work of the Commission on
arbitration and insolvency law and of its decision to commence work on electronic
contracting, privately financed infrastructure projects, security interests and
transport law, and expresses its appreciation to the Commission for its decision to
adjust its working methods in order to accommodate its increased workload without
endangering the high quality of its work;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the secretariat of the Commission for the
publication and distribution of the Legislative Guide on Privately Financed
Infrastructure Projects, calls upon the secretariat to ensure, in a joint effort with
intergovernmental organizations such as the regional commissions of the United
Nations, the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, organizations of the World Bank Group and regional
development banks, wide dissemination of the Legislative Guide, and invites States
to give favourable consideration to its provisions when revising or adopting
legislation in that area;

5. Appeals to Governments that have not yet done so to reply to the
questionnaire circulated by the Secretariat in relation to the legal regime governing
the recognition and enforcement of foreign arbitral awards and, in particular, to the
legislative implementation of the Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement
of Foreign Arbitral Awards, done at New York on 10 June 1958;5

6. Invites States to nominate persons to work with the private foundation
established to encourage assistance to the Commission from the private sector;

__________________
2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 17 and

corrigendum (A/56/17 and Corr.3).
3 Ibid., annex I.
4 Ibid., annex II.
5 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 330, No. 4739.
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7. Reaffirms the mandate of the Commission, as the core legal body within
the United Nations system in the field of international trade law, to coordinate legal
activities in this field and, in this connection:

(a) Calls upon all bodies of the United Nations system and invites other
international organizations to bear in mind the mandate of the Commission and the
need to avoid duplication of effort and to promote efficiency, consistency and
coherence in the unification and harmonization of international trade law;

(b) Recommends that the Commission, through its secretariat, continue to
maintain close cooperation with the other international organs and organizations,
including regional organizations, active in the field of international trade law;

8. Also reaffirms the importance, in particular for developing countries, of
the work of the Commission concerned with training and technical assistance in the
field of international trade law, such as assistance in the preparation of national
legislation based on legal texts of the Commission;

9. Expresses the desirability of increased efforts by the Commission, in
sponsoring seminars and symposia, to provide such training and technical
assistance, and in this connection:

(a) Expresses its appreciation to the Commission for organizing seminars
and briefing missions in Belarus, Burkina Faso, China, Colombia, Croatia, Cuba, the
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Kenya, Lithuania, Peru, the Republic of Korea,
Tunisia, Ukraine and Uzbekistan;

(b) Expresses its appreciation to the Governments whose contributions
enabled the seminars and briefing missions to take place, and appeals to
Governments, the relevant bodies of the United Nations system, organizations,
institutions and individuals to make voluntary contributions to the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law Trust Fund for Symposia and, where
appropriate, to the financing of special projects, and otherwise to assist the
secretariat of the Commission in financing and organizing seminars and symposia,
in particular in developing countries, and in the award of fellowships to candidates
from developing countries to enable them to participate in such seminars and
symposia;

10. Appeals to the United Nations Development Programme and other bodies
responsible for development assistance, such as the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development and the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, as well as to Governments in their bilateral aid programmes, to
support the training and technical assistance programme of the Commission and to
cooperate and coordinate their activities with those of the Commission;

11. Appeals to Governments, the relevant bodies of the United Nations
system, organizations, institutions and individuals, in order to ensure full
participation by all Member States in the sessions of the Commission and its
working groups, to make voluntary contributions to the trust fund established to
provide travel assistance to developing countries that are members of the
Commission, at their request and in consultation with the Secretary-General;

12. Decides, in order to ensure full participation by all Member States in the
sessions of the Commission and its working groups, to continue, in the competent
Main Committee during the fifty-sixth session of the General Assembly, its
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consideration of granting travel assistance to the least developed countries that are
members of the Commission, at their request and in consultation with the Secretary-
General;

13. Reiterates, in view of the increased work programme of the Commission,
its request to the Secretary-General to strengthen the secretariat of the Commission
within the bounds of the resources available in the Organization so as to ensure and
enhance the effective implementation of the programme of the Commission;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to adjust the terms of reference of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law Trust Fund for Symposia so
as to make it possible for the resources in the Trust Fund to be also used for the
financing of training and technical assistance activities undertaken by the
Secretariat;

15. Stresses the importance of bringing into effect the conventions emanating
from the work of the Commission for the global unification and harmonization of
international trade law, and to this end urges States that have not yet done so to
consider signing, ratifying or acceding to those conventions.

Draft resolution II
Model Law on Electronic Signatures of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
established the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law, with a
mandate to further the progressive harmonization and unification of the law of
international trade and in that respect to bear in mind the interests of all peoples, and
particularly those of developing countries, in the extensive development of
international trade,

Noting that an increasing number of transactions in international trade are
carried out by means of communication commonly referred to as electronic
commerce, which involves the use of alternatives to paper-based forms of
communication, storage and authentication of information,

Recalling the recommendation on the legal value of computer records adopted
by the Commission at its eighteenth session, in 1985, and paragraph 5 (b) of General
Assembly resolution 40/71 of 11 December 1985, in which the Assembly called
upon Governments and international organizations to take action, where appropriate,
in conformity with the recommendation of the Commission,6 so as to ensure legal
security in the context of the widest possible use of automated data processing in
international trade,

Recalling also the Model Law on Electronic Commerce adopted by the
Commission at its twenty-ninth session, in 1996,7 complemented by an additional

__________________
6 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/40/17),

chap. VI, sect. B.
7 Ibid., Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/51/17), para. 209.
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article 5 bis adopted by the Commission at its thirty-first session, in 1998,8 and
paragraph 2 of General Assembly resolution 51/162 of 16 December 1996, in which
the Assembly recommended that all States should give favourable consideration to
the Model Law when enacting or revising their laws, in view of the need for
uniformity of the law applicable to alternatives to paper-based methods of
communication and storage of information,

Convinced that the Model Law on Electronic Commerce is of significant
assistance to States in enabling or facilitating the use of electronic commerce, as
demonstrated by the enactment of the Model Law in a number of countries and its
universal recognition as an essential reference in the field of electronic commerce
legislation,

Mindful of the great utility of new technologies used for personal identification
in electronic commerce and commonly referred to as electronic signatures,

Desiring to build on the fundamental principles underlying article 7 of the
Model Law on Electronic Commerce9 with respect to the fulfilment of the signature
function in an electronic environment, with a view to promoting reliance on
electronic signatures for producing legal effect where such electronic signatures are
functionally equivalent to handwritten signatures,

Convinced that legal certainty in electronic commerce will be enhanced by the
harmonization of certain rules on the legal recognition of electronic signatures on a
technologically neutral basis and by the establishment of a method to assess in a
technologically neutral manner the practical reliability and the commercial adequacy
of electronic signature techniques,

Believing that the Model Law on Electronic Signatures will constitute a useful
addition to the Model Law on Electronic Commerce and significantly assist States in
enhancing their legislation governing the use of modern authentication techniques
and in formulating such legislation where none currently exists,

Being of the opinion that the establishment of model legislation to facilitate the
use of electronic signatures in a manner acceptable to States with different legal,
social and economic systems could contribute to the development of harmonious
international economic relations,

1. Express its appreciation to the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law for completing and adopting the Model Law on Electronic
Signatures contained in the annex to the present resolution, and for preparing the
Guide to Enactment of the Model Law;

2. Recommends that all States give favourable consideration to the Model
Law on Electronic Signatures, together with the Model Law on Electronic
Commerce adopted in 19967 and complemented in 1998,8 when they enact or revise
their laws, in view of the need for uniformity of the law applicable to alternatives to
paper-based forms of communication, storage and authentication of information;

3. Recommends also that all efforts be made to ensure that the Model Law
on Electronic Commerce and the Model Law on Electronic Signatures, together with
their respective Guides to Enactment, become generally known and available.

__________________
8 Ibid., Fifty-third Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/53/17), chap. III, sect. B.
9 General Assembly resolution 51/162, annex.
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Annex

Model Law on Electronic Signatures of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law

Article 1
Sphere of application

This Law applies where electronic signatures are used in the context10 of
commercial11 activities. It does not override any rule of law intended for the
protection of consumers.

Article 2
Definitions

For the purposes of this Law:

(a) “Electronic signature” means data in electronic form in, affixed to or
logically associated with, a data message, which may be used to identify the
signatory in relation to the data message and to indicate the signatory’s approval of
the information contained in the data message;

(b) “Certificate” means a data message or other record confirming the link
between a signatory and signature creation data;

(c) “Data message” means information generated, sent, received or stored by
electronic, optical or similar means including, but not limited to, electronic data
interchange (EDI), electronic mail, telegram, telex or telescope;

(d) “Signatory” means a person that holds signature creation data and acts
either on its own behalf or on behalf of the person it represents;

(e) “Certification service provider” means a person that issues certificates
and may provide other services related to electronic signatures;

(f) “Relying party” means a person that may act on the basis of a certificate
or an electronic signature.

Article 3
Equal treatment of signature technologies

Nothing in this Law, except article 5, shall be applied so as to exclude, restrict
or deprive of legal effect any method of creating an electronic signature that satisfies

__________________
10 The Commission suggests the following text for States that might wish to extend the

applicability of this Law:
“This Law applies where electronic signatures are used, except in the following

situations: [...].”
11 The term “commercial” should be given a wide interpretation so as to cover matters arising

from all relationships of a commercial nature, whether contractual or not. Relationships of a
commercial nature include, but are not limited to, the following transactions: any trade
transaction for the supply or exchange of goods or services; distribution agreement; commercial
representation or agency; factoring; leasing; construction of works; consulting; engineering;
licensing; investment; financing; banking; insurance; exploitation agreement or concession;
joint venture and other forms of industrial or business cooperation; carriage of goods or
passengers by air, sea, rail or road.
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the requirements referred to in article 6, paragraph 1, or otherwise meets the
requirements of applicable law.

Article 4
Interpretation

1. In the interpretation of this Law, regard is to be had to its international
origin and to the need to promote uniformity in its application and the observance of
good faith.

2. Questions concerning matters governed by this Law which are not
expressly settled in it are to be settled in conformity with the general principles on
which this Law is based.

Article 5
Variation by agreement

The provisions of this Law may be derogated from or their effect may be
varied by agreement, unless that agreement would not be valid or effective under
applicable law.

Article 6
Compliance with a requirement for a signature

1. Where the law requires a signature of a person, that requirement is met in
relation to a data message if an electronic signature is used that is as reliable as was
appropriate for the purpose for which the data message was generated or
communicated, in the light of all the circumstances, including any relevant
agreement.

2. Paragraph 1 applies whether the requirement referred to therein is in the
form of an obligation or whether the law simply provides consequences for the
absence of a signature.

3. An electronic signature is considered to be reliable for the purpose of
satisfying the requirement referred to in paragraph 1 if:

(a) The signature creation data are, within the context in which they are
used, linked to the signatory and to no other person;

(b) The signature creation data were, at the time of signing, under the control
of the signatory and of no other person;

(c) Any alteration to the electronic signature, made after the time of signing,
is detectable; and

(d) Where a purpose of the legal requirement for a signature is to provide
assurance as to the integrity of the information to which it relates, any alteration
made to that information after the time of signing is detectable.

4. Paragraph 3 does not limit the ability of any person:

(a) To establish in any other way, for the purpose of satisfying the
requirement referred to in paragraph 1, the reliability of an electronic signature; or
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(b) To adduce evidence of the non-reliability of an electronic signature.

5. The provisions of this article do not apply to the following: [...].

Article 7
Satisfaction of article 6

1. [Any person, organ or authority, whether public or private, specified by
the enacting State as competent] may determine which electronic signatures satisfy
the provisions of article 6 of this Law.

2. Any determination made under paragraph 1 shall be consistent with
recognized international standards.

3. Nothing in this article affects the operation of the rules of private
international law.

Article 8
Conduct of the signatory

1. Where signature creation data can be used to create a signature that has
legal effect, each signatory shall:

(a) Exercise reasonable care to avoid unauthorized use of its signature
creation data;

(b) Without undue delay, utilize means made available by the certification
service provider pursuant to article 9 of this Law, or otherwise use reasonable
efforts, to notify any person that may reasonably be expected by the signatory to
rely on or to provide services in support of the electronic signature if:

(i) The signatory knows that the signature creation data have been
compromised; or

(ii) The circumstances known to the signatory give rise to a substantial risk
that the signature creation data may have been compromised;

(c) Where a certificate is used to support the electronic signature, exercise
reasonable care to ensure the accuracy and completeness of all material
representations made by the signatory that are relevant to the certificate throughout
its life cycle or that are to be included in the certificate.

2. A signatory shall bear the legal consequences of its failure to satisfy the
requirements of paragraph 1.

Article 9
Conduct of the certification service provider

1. Where a certification service provider provides services to support an
electronic signature that may be used for legal effect as a signature, that certification
service provider shall:

(a) Act in accordance with representations made by it with respect to its
policies and practices;
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(b) Exercise reasonable care to ensure the accuracy and completeness of all
material representations made by it that are relevant to the certificate throughout its
life cycle or that are included in the certificate;

(c) Provide reasonably accessible means that enable a relying party to
ascertain from the certificate:

(i) The identity of the certification service provider;

(ii) That the signatory that is identified in the certificate had control of the
signature creation data at the time when the certificate was issued;

(iii) That signature creation data were valid at or before the time when the
certificate was issued;

(d) Provide reasonably accessible means that enable a relying party to
ascertain, where relevant, from the certificate or otherwise:

(i) The method used to identify the signatory;

(ii) Any limitation on the purpose or value for which the signature creation
data or the certificate may be used;

(iii) That the signature creation data are valid and have not been
compromised;

(iv) Any limitation on the scope or extent of liability stipulated by the
certification service provider;

(v) Whether means exist for the signatory to give notice pursuant to article 8,
paragraph 1 (b), of this Law;

(vi) Whether a timely revocation service is offered;

(e) Where services under subparagraph (d) (v) are offered, provide a means
for a signatory to give notice pursuant to article 8, paragraph 1 (b), of this Law and,
where services under subparagraph (d) (vi) are offered, ensure the availability of a
timely revocation service;

(f) Utilize trustworthy systems, procedures and human resources in
performing its services.

2. A certification service provider shall bear the legal consequences of its
failure to satisfy the requirements of paragraph 1.

Article 10
Trustworthiness

For the purposes of article 9, paragraph 1 (f), of this Law in determining
whether, or to what extent, any systems, procedures and human resources utilized by
a certification service provider are trustworthy, regard may be had to the following
factors:

(a) Financial and human resources, including existence of assets;

(b) Quality of hardware and software systems;

(c) Procedures for processing of certificates and applications for certificates
and retention of records;
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(d) Availability of information to signatories identified in certificates and to
potential relying parties;

(e) Regularity and extent of audit by an independent body;

(f) The existence of a declaration by the State, an accreditation body or the
certification service provider regarding compliance with or existence of the
foregoing; or

(g) Any other relevant factor.

Article 11
Conduct of the relying party

A relying party shall bear the legal consequences of its failure:

(a) To take reasonable steps to verify the reliability of an electronic
signature; or

(b) Where an electronic signature is supported by a certificate, to take
reasonable steps:

(i) To verify the validity, suspension or revocation of the certificate; and

(ii) To observe any limitation with respect to the certificate.

Article 12
Recognition of foreign certificates and electronic signatures

1. In determining whether, or to what extent, a certificate or an electronic
signature is legally effective, no regard shall be had:

(a) To the geographic location where the certificate is issued or the
electronic signature created or used; or

(b) To the geographic location of the place of business of the issuer or
signatory.

2. A certificate issued outside [the enacting State] shall have the same legal
effect in [the enacting State] as a certificate issued in [the enacting State] if it offers
a substantially equivalent level of reliability.

3. An electronic signature created or used outside [the enacting State] shall
have the same legal effect in [the enacting State] as an electronic signature created
or used in [the enacting State] if it offers a substantially equivalent level of
reliability.

4. In determining whether a certificate or an electronic signature offers a
substantially equivalent level of reliability for the purposes of paragraph 2 or 3,
regard shall be had to recognized international standards and to any other relevant
factors.

5. Where, notwithstanding paragraphs 2, 3 and 4, parties agree, as between
themselves, to the use of certain types of electronic signatures or certificates, that
agreement shall be recognized as sufficient for the purposes of cross-border
recognition, unless that agreement would not be valid or effective under applicable
law.



15

A/56/588

Draft resolution III
United Nations Convention on the Assignment of Receivables in
International Trade

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
established the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law with a
mandate to further the progressive harmonization and unification of the law of
international trade and in that respect to bear in mind the interests of all peoples, in
particular those of developing countries, in the extensive development of
international trade,

Considering that problems created by uncertainties as to the content and the
choice of the legal regime applicable to the assignment of receivables constitute an
obstacle to international trade,

Convinced that the adoption of a convention on the assignment of receivables
in international trade will enhance transparency, contribute to overcoming the
problems of uncertainties in this field and promote the availability of capital and
credit at more affordable rates, while protecting existing assignment practices and
facilitating the development of new practices, as well as ensuring adequate
protection of the interests of debtors in assignments of receivables,

Recalling that, at its twenty-eighth session in 1995, the Commission decided to
prepare uniform legislation on assignment in receivables financing and entrusted the
Working Group on International Contract Practices with the preparation of a draft,12

Noting that the Working Group on International Contract Practices devoted
nine sessions, from 1995 to 2000, to the preparation of the draft Convention on the
Assignment of Receivables in International Trade, and that the Commission
considered the draft Convention at its thirty-third session in 2000 and at its thirty-
fourth session in 2001,

Being aware that all States and interested international organizations were
invited to participate in the preparation of the draft Convention at all the sessions of
the Working Group and at the thirty-third and thirty-fourth sessions of the
Commission, either as members or as observers, with a full opportunity to speak and
make proposals,

Noting with satisfaction that the text of the draft Convention was circulated for
comments once before the thirty-third session of the Commission and a second time
in its revised version before the thirty-fourth session of the Commission to all
Governments and international organizations invited to attend the meetings of the
Commission and the Working Group as observers, and that the comments received
were before the Commission respectively at its thirty-third and thirty-fourth
sessions,13

__________________
12 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fiftieth Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/50/17),

para. 381.
13 The texts of the comments are contained in documents A/CN.9/472 and Add.1-5 and

A/CN.9/490 and Add.1-5.
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Taking note with satisfaction of the decision of the Commission at its thirty-
fourth session to submit the draft Convention to the General Assembly for its
consideration,14

Taking note of the draft Convention on the Assignment of Receivables in
International Trade adopted by the Commission,15

1. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law for preparing the draft Convention on the Assignment of
Receivables in International Trade;15

2. Adopts and opens for signature or accession the United Nations
Convention on the Assignment of Receivables in International Trade, contained in
the annex to the present resolution;

3. Calls upon all Governments to consider becoming party to the
Convention.

Annex

United Nations Convention on the Assignment of Receivables in
International Trade

Preamble

The Contracting States,

Reaffirming their conviction that international trade on the basis of equality
and mutual benefit is an important element in the promotion of friendly relations
among States,

Considering that problems created by uncertainties as to the content and the
choice of legal regime applicable to the assignment of receivables constitute an
obstacle to international trade,

Desiring to establish principles and to adopt rules relating to the assignment of
receivables that would create certainty and transparency and promote the
modernization of the law relating to assignments of receivables, while protecting
existing assignment practices and facilitating the development of new practices,

Desiring also to ensure adequate protection of the interests of debtors in
assignments of receivables,

Being of the opinion that the adoption of uniform rules governing the
assignment of receivables would promote the availability of capital and credit at
more affordable rates and thus facilitate the development of international trade,

Have agreed as follows:

__________________
14 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 17 and

corrigendum (A/56/17 and Corr.3), para. 200.
15 Ibid., annex I.
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Chapter I
Scope of application

Article 1
Scope of application

1. This Convention applies to:

(a) Assignments of international receivables and to international assignments
of receivables as defined in this chapter, if, at the time of conclusion of the contract
of assignment, the assignor is located in a Contracting State; and

(b) Subsequent assignments, provided that any prior assignment is governed
by this Convention.

2. This Convention applies to subsequent assignments that satisfy the
criteria set forth in paragraph 1 (a) of this article, even if it did not apply to any prior
assignment of the same receivable.

3. This Convention does not affect the rights and obligations of the debtor
unless, at the time of conclusion of the original contract, the debtor is located in a
Contracting State or the law governing the original contract is the law of a
Contracting State.

4. The provisions of chapter V apply to assignments of international
receivables and to international assignments of receivables as defined in this chapter
independently of paragraphs 1 to 3 of this article. However, those provisions do not
apply if a State makes a declaration under article 39.

5. The provisions of the annex to this Convention apply as provided in
article 42.

Article 2
Assignment of receivables

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) “Assignment” means the transfer by agreement from one person
(“assignor”) to another person (“assignee”) of all or part of or an undivided interest
in the assignor’s contractual right to payment of a monetary sum (“receivable”) from
a third person (“the debtor”). The creation of rights in receivables as security for
indebtedness or other obligation is deemed to be a transfer;

(b) In the case of an assignment by the initial or any other assignee
(“subsequent assignment”), the person who makes that assignment is the assignor
and the person to whom that assignment is made is the assignee.

Article 3
Internationality

A receivable is international if, at the time of conclusion of the original
contract, the assignor and the debtor are located in different States. An assignment is
international if, at the time of conclusion of the contract of assignment, the assignor
and the assignee are located in different States.
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Article 4
Exclusions and other limitations

1. This Convention does not apply to assignments made:

(a) To an individual for his or her personal, family or household purposes;

(b) As part of the sale or change in the ownership or legal status of the
business out of which the assigned receivables arose.

2. This Convention does not apply to assignments of receivables arising
under or from:

(a) Transactions on a regulated exchange;

(b) Financial contracts governed by netting agreements, except a receivable
owed on the termination of all outstanding transactions;

(c) Foreign exchange transactions;

(d) Inter-bank payment systems, inter-bank payment agreements or clearance
and settlement systems relating to securities or other financial assets or instruments;

(e) The transfer of security rights in, sale, loan or holding of or agreement to
repurchase securities or other financial assets or instruments held with an
intermediary;

(f) Bank deposits;

(g) A letter of credit or independent guarantee.

3. Nothing in this Convention affects the rights and obligations of any
person under the law governing negotiable instruments.

4. Nothing in this Convention affects the rights and obligations of the
assignor and the debtor under special laws governing the protection of parties to
transactions made for personal, family or household purposes.

5. Nothing in this Convention:

(a) Affects the application of the law of a State in which real property is
situated to either:

(i) An interest in that real property to the extent that under that law the
assignment of a receivable confers such an interest; or

(ii) The priority of a right in a receivable to the extent that under that law an
interest in the real property confers such a right; or

(b) Makes lawful the acquisition of an interest in real property not permitted
under the law of the State in which the real property is situated.
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Chapter II
General provisions

Article 5
Definitions and rules of interpretation

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) “Original contract” means the contract between the assignor and the
debtor from which the assigned receivable arises;

(b) “Existing receivable” means a receivable that arises upon or before
conclusion of the contract of assignment and “future receivable” means a receivable
that arises after conclusion of the contract of assignment;

(c) “Writing” means any form of information that is accessible so as to be
usable for subsequent reference. Where this Convention requires a writing to be
signed, that requirement is met if, by generally accepted means or a procedure
agreed to by the person whose signature is required, the writing identifies that
person and indicates that person’s approval of the information contained in the
writing;

(d) “Notification of the assignment” means a communication in writing that
reasonably identifies the assigned receivables and the assignee;

(e) “Insolvency administrator” means a person or body, including one
appointed on an interim basis, authorized in an insolvency proceeding to administer
the reorganization or liquidation of the assignor’s assets or affairs;

(f) “Insolvency proceeding” means a collective judicial or administrative
proceeding, including an interim proceeding, in which the assets and affairs of the
assignor are subject to control or supervision by a court or other competent authority
for the purpose of reorganization or liquidation;

(g) “Priority” means the right of a person in preference to the right of
another person and, to the extent relevant for such purpose, includes the
determination whether the right is a personal or a property right, whether or not it is
a security right for indebtedness or other obligation and whether any requirements
necessary to render the right effective against a competing claimant have been
satisfied;

(h) A person is located in the State in which it has its place of business. If
the assignor or the assignee has a place of business in more than one State, the place
of business is that place where the central administration of the assignor or the
assignee is exercised. If the debtor has a place of business in more than one State,
the place of business is that which has the closest relationship to the original
contract. If a person does not have a place of business, reference is to be made to the
habitual residence of that person;

(i) “Law” means the law in force in a State other than its rules of private
international law;

(j) “Proceeds” means whatever is received in respect of an assigned
receivable, whether in total or partial payment or other satisfaction of the receivable.
The term includes whatever is received in respect of proceeds. The term does not
include returned goods;
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(k) “Financial contract” means any spot, forward, future, option or swap
transaction involving interest rates, commodities, currencies, equities, bonds,
indices or any other financial instrument, any repurchase or securities lending
transaction, and any other transaction similar to any transaction referred to above
entered into in financial markets and any combination of the transactions mentioned
above;

(l) “Netting agreement” means an agreement between two or more parties
that provides for one or more of the following:

(i) The net settlement of payments due in the same currency on the same
date whether by notation or otherwise;

(ii) Upon the insolvency or other default by a party, the termination of all
outstanding transactions at their replacement or fair market values, conversion
of such sums into a single currency and netting into a single payment by one
party to the other; or

(iii) The set-off of amounts calculated as set forth in subparagraph (l) (ii) of
this article under two or more netting agreements;

(m) “Competing claimant” means:

(i) Another assignee of the same receivable from the same assignor,
including a person who, by operation of law, claims a right in the assigned
receivable as a result of its right in other property of the assignor, even if that
receivable is not an international receivable and the assignment to that
assignee is not an international assignment;

(ii) A creditor of the assignor; or

(iii) The insolvency administrator.

Article 6
Party autonomy

Subject to article 19, the assignor, the assignee and the debtor may derogate
from or vary by agreement provisions of this Convention relating to their respective
rights and obligations. Such an agreement does not affect the rights of any person
who is not a party to the agreement.

Article 7
Principles of interpretation

1. In the interpretation of this Convention, regard is to be had to its object
and purpose as set forth in the preamble, to its international character and to the
need to promote uniformity in its application and the observance of good faith in
international trade.

2. Questions concerning matters governed by this Convention that are not
expressly settled in it are to be settled in conformity with the general principles on
which it is based or, in the absence of such principles, in conformity with the law
applicable by virtue of the rules of private international law.
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Chapter III
Effects of assignment

Article 8
Effectiveness of assignments

1. An assignment is not ineffective as between the assignor and the assignee
or as against the debtor or as against a competing claimant, and the right of an
assignee may not be denied priority, on the ground that it is an assignment of more
than one receivable, future receivables or parts of or undivided interests in
receivables, provided that the receivables are described:

(a) Individually as receivables to which the assignment relates; or

(b) In any other manner, provided that they can, at the time of the assignment
or, in the case of future receivables, at the time of conclusion of the original
contract, be identified as receivables to which the assignment relates.

2. Unless otherwise agreed, an assignment of one or more future receivables
is effective without a new act of transfer being required to assign each receivable.

3. Except as provided in paragraph 1 of this article, article 9 and article 10,
paragraphs 2 and 3, this Convention does not affect any limitations on assignments
arising from law.

Article 9
Contractual limitations on assignments

1. An assignment of a receivable is effective notwithstanding any agreement
between the initial or any subsequent assignor and the debtor or any subsequent
assignee limiting in any way the assignor’s right to assign its receivables.

2. Nothing in this article affects any obligation or liability of the assignor
for breach of such an agreement, but the other party to such agreement may not
avoid the original contract or the assignment contract on the sole ground of that
breach. A person who is not party to such an agreement is not liable on the sole
ground that it had knowledge of the agreement.

3. This article applies only to assignments of receivables:

(a) Arising from an original contract that is a contract for the supply or lease
of goods or services other than financial services, a construction contract or a
contract for the sale or lease of real property;

(b) Arising from an original contract for the sale, lease or licence of
industrial or other intellectual property or of proprietary information;

(c) Representing the payment obligation for a credit card transaction; or

(d) Owed to the assignor upon net settlement of payments due pursuant to a
netting agreement involving more than two parties.

Article 10
Transfer of security rights

1. A personal or property right securing payment of the assigned receivable
is transferred to the assignee without a new act of transfer. If such a right, under the
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law governing it, is transferable only with a new act of transfer, the assignor is
obliged to transfer such right and any proceeds to the assignee.

2. A right securing payment of the assigned receivable is transferred under
paragraph 1 of this article notwithstanding any agreement between the assignor and
the debtor or other person granting that right, limiting in any way the assignor’s
right to assign the receivable or the right securing payment of the assigned
receivable.

3. Nothing in this article affects any obligation or liability of the assignor
for breach of any agreement under paragraph 2 of this article, but the other party to
that agreement may not avoid the original contract or the assignment contract on the
sole ground of that breach. A person who is not a party to such an agreement is not
liable on the sole ground that it had knowledge of the agreement.

4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article apply only to assignments of
receivables:

(a) Arising from an original contract that is a contract for the supply or lease
of goods or services other than financial services, a construction contract or a
contract for the sale or lease of real property;

(b) Arising from an original contract for the sale, lease or licence of
industrial or other intellectual property or of proprietary information;

(c) Representing the payment obligation for a credit card transaction; or

(d) Owed to the assignor upon net settlement of payments due pursuant to a
netting agreement involving more than two parties.

5. The transfer of a possessory property right under paragraph 1 of this
article does not affect any obligations of the assignor to the debtor or the person
granting the property right with respect to the property transferred existing under the
law governing that property right.

6. Paragraph 1 of this article does not affect any requirement under rules of
law other than this Convention relating to the form or registration of the transfer of
any rights securing payment of the assigned receivable.

Chapter IV
Rights, obligations and defences

Section I
Assignor and assignee

Article 11
Rights and obligations of the assignor and the assignee

1. The mutual rights and obligations of the assignor and the assignee arising
from their agreement are determined by the terms and conditions set forth in that
agreement, including any rules or general conditions referred to therein.

2. The assignor and the assignee are bound by any usage to which they have
agreed and, unless otherwise agreed, by any practices they have established between
themselves.
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3. In an international assignment, the assignor and the assignee are
considered, unless otherwise agreed, implicitly to have made applicable to the
assignment a usage that in international trade is widely known to, and regularly
observed by, parties to the particular type of assignment or to the assignment of the
particular category of receivables.

Article 12
Representations of the assignor

1. Unless otherwise agreed between the assignor and the assignee, the
assignor represents at the time of conclusion of the contract of assignment that:

(a) The assignor has the right to assign the receivable;

(b) The assignor has not previously assigned the receivable to another
assignee; and

(c) The debtor does not and will not have any defences or rights of set-off.

2. Unless otherwise agreed between the assignor and the assignee, the
assignor does not represent that the debtor has, or will have, the ability to pay.

Article 13
Right to notify the debtor

1. Unless otherwise agreed between the assignor and the assignee, the
assignor or the assignee or both may send the debtor notification of the assignment
and a payment instruction, but after notification has been sent only the assignee may
send such an instruction.

2. Notification of the assignment or a payment instruction sent in breach of
any agreement referred to in paragraph 1 of this article is not ineffective for the
purposes of article 17 by reason of such breach. However, nothing in this article
affects any obligation or liability of the party in breach of such an agreement for any
damages arising as a result of the breach.

Article 14
Right to payment

1. As between the assignor and the assignee, unless otherwise agreed and
whether or not notification of the assignment has been sent:

(a) If payment in respect of the assigned receivable is made to the assignee,
the assignee is entitled to retain the proceeds and goods returned in respect of the
assigned receivable;

(b) If payment in respect of the assigned receivable is made to the assignor,
the assignee is entitled to payment of the proceeds and also to goods returned to the
assignor in respect of the assigned receivable; and

(c) If payment in respect of the assigned receivable is made to another
person over whom the assignee has priority, the assignee is entitled to payment of
the proceeds and also to goods returned to such person in respect of the assigned
receivable.
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2. The assignee may not retain more than the value of its right in the
receivable.

Section II
Debtor

Article 15
Principle of debtor protection

1. Except as otherwise provided in this Convention, an assignment does not,
without the consent of the debtor, affect the rights and obligations of the debtor,
including the payment terms contained in the original contract.

2. A payment instruction may change the person, address or account to
which the debtor is required to make payment, but may not change:

(a) The currency of payment specified in the original contract; or

(b) The State specified in the original contract in which payment is to be
made to a State other than that in which the debtor is located.

Article 16
Notification of the debtor

1. Notification of the assignment or a payment instruction is effective when
received by the debtor if it is in a language that is reasonably expected to inform the
debtor about its contents. It is sufficient if notification of the assignment or a
payment instruction is in the language of the original contract.

2. Notification of the assignment or a payment instruction may relate to
receivables arising after notification.

3. Notification of a subsequent assignment constitutes notification of all
prior assignments.

Article 17
Debtor’s discharge by payment

1. Until the debtor receives notification of the assignment, the debtor is
entitled to be discharged by paying in accordance with the original contract.

2. After the debtor receives notification of the assignment, subject to
paragraphs 3 to 8 of this article, the debtor is discharged only by paying the assignee
or, if otherwise instructed in the notification of the assignment or subsequently by
the assignee in a writing received by the debtor, in accordance with such payment
instruction.

3. If the debtor receives more than one payment instruction relating to a
single assignment of the same receivable by the same assignor, the debtor is
discharged by paying in accordance with the last payment instruction received from
the assignee before payment.

4. If the debtor receives notification of more than one assignment of the
same receivable made by the same assignor, the debtor is discharged by paying in
accordance with the first notification received.
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5. If the debtor receives notification of one or more subsequent
assignments, the debtor is discharged by paying in accordance with the notification
of the last of such subsequent assignments.

6. If the debtor receives notification of the assignment of a part of or an
undivided interest in one or more receivables, the debtor is discharged by paying in
accordance with the notification or in accordance with this article as if the debtor
had not received the notification. If the debtor pays in accordance with the
notification, the debtor is discharged only to the extent of the part or undivided
interest paid.

7. If the debtor receives notification of the assignment from the assignee,
the debtor is entitled to request the assignee to provide within a reasonable period of
time adequate proof that the assignment from the initial assignor to the initial
assignee and any intermediate assignment have been made and, unless the assignee
does so, the debtor is discharged by paying in accordance with this article as if the
notification from the assignee had not been received. Adequate proof of an
assignment includes but is not limited to any writing emanating from the assignor
and indicating that the assignment has taken place.

8. This article does not affect any other ground on which payment by the
debtor to the person entitled to payment, to a competent judicial or other authority,
or to a public deposit fund discharges the debtor.

Article 18
Defences and rights of set-off of the debtor

1. In a claim by the assignee against the debtor for payment of the assigned
receivable, the debtor may raise against the assignee all defences and rights of set-
off arising from the original contract, or any other contract that was part of the same
transaction, of which the debtor could avail itself as if the assignment had not been
made and such claim were made by the assignor.

2. The debtor may raise against the assignee any other right of set-off,
provided that it was available to the debtor at the time notification of the assignment
was received by the debtor.

3. Notwithstanding paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article, defences and rights of
set-off that the debtor may raise pursuant to article 9 or 10 against the assignor for
breach of an agreement limiting in any way the assignor’s right to make the
assignment are not available to the debtor against the assignee.

Article 19
Agreement not to raise defences or rights of set-off

1. The debtor may agree with the assignor in a writing signed by the debtor
not to raise against the assignee the defences and rights of set-off that it could raise
pursuant to article 18. Such an agreement precludes the debtor from raising against
the assignee those defences and rights of set-off.

2. The debtor may not waive defences:

(a) Arising from fraudulent acts on the part of the assignee; or

(b) Based on the debtor’s incapacity.
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3. Such an agreement may be modified only by an agreement in a writing
signed by the debtor. The effect of such a modification as against the assignee is
determined by article 20, paragraph 2.

Article 20
Modification of the original contract

1. An agreement concluded before notification of the assignment between
the assignor and the debtor that affects the assignee’s rights is effective as against
the assignee, and the assignee acquires corresponding rights.

2. An agreement concluded after notification of the assignment between the
assignor and the debtor that affects the assignee’s rights is ineffective as against the
assignee unless:

(a) The assignee consents to it; or

(b) The receivable is not fully earned by performance and either the
modification is provided for in the original contract or, in the context of the original
contract, a reasonable assignee would consent to the modification.

3. Paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article do not affect any right of the assignor
or the assignee arising from breach of an agreement between them.

Article 21
Recovery of payments

Failure of the assignor to perform the original contract does not entitle the
debtor to recover from the assignee a sum paid by the debtor to the assignor or the
assignee.

Section III
Third parties

Article 22
Law applicable to competing rights

With the exception of matters that are settled elsewhere in this Convention and
subject to articles 23 and 24, the law of the State in which the assignor is located
governs the priority of the right of an assignee in the assigned receivable over the
right of a competing claimant.

Article 23
Public policy and mandatory rules

1. The application of a provision of the law of the State in which the
assignor is located may be refused only if the application of that provision is
manifestly contrary to the public policy of the forum State.

2. The rules of the law of either the forum State or any other State that are
mandatory irrespective of the law otherwise applicable may not prevent the
application of a provision of the law of the State in which the assignor is located.

3. Notwithstanding paragraph 2 of this article, in an insolvency proceeding
commenced in a State other than the State in which the assignor is located, any
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preferential right that arises, by operation of law, under the law of the forum State
and is given priority over the rights of an assignee in insolvency proceedings under
the law of that State may be given priority notwithstanding article 22. A State may
deposit at any time a declaration identifying any such preferential right.

Article 24
Special rules on proceeds

1. If proceeds are received by the assignee, the assignee is entitled to retain
those proceeds to the extent that the assignee’s right in the assigned receivable had
priority over the right of a competing claimant in the assigned receivable.

2. If proceeds are received by the assignor, the right of the assignee in those
proceeds has priority over  the right of a competing claimant in those proceeds to the
same extent as the assignee’s right had priority over the right in the assigned
receivable of that claimant if:

(a) The assignor has received the proceeds under instructions from the
assignee to hold the proceeds for the benefit of the assignee; and

(b) The proceeds are held by the assignor for the benefit of the assignee
separately and are reasonably identifiable from the assets of the assignor, such as in
the case of a separate deposit or securities account containing only proceeds
consisting of cash or securities.

3. Nothing in paragraph 2 of this article affects the priority of a person
having against the proceeds a right of set-off or a right created by agreement and not
derived from a right in the receivable.

Article 25
Subordination

An assignee entitled to priority may at any time subordinate its priority
unilaterally or by agreement in favour of any existing or future assignees.

Chapter V
Autonomous conflict-of-laws rules

Article 26
Application of chapter V

The provisions of this chapter apply to matters that are:

(a) Within the scope of this Convention as provided in article 1, paragraph 4;
and

(b) Otherwise within the scope of this Convention but not settled elsewhere
in it.

Article 27
Form of a contract of assignment

1. A contract of assignment concluded between persons who are located in
the same State is formally valid as between them if it satisfies the requirements of
either the law which governs it or the law of the State in which it is concluded.
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2. A contract of assignment concluded between persons who are located in
different States is formally valid as between them if it satisfies the requirements of
either the law which governs it or the law of one of those States.

Article 28
Law applicable to the mutual rights and obligations of the assignor and
the assignee

1. The mutual rights and obligations of the assignor and the assignee arising
from their agreement are governed by the law chosen by them.

2. In the absence of a choice of law by the assignor and the assignee, their
mutual rights and obligations arising from their agreement are governed by the law
of the State with which the contract of assignment is most closely connected.

Article 29
Law applicable to the rights and obligations of the assignee and the debtor

The law governing the original contract determines the effectiveness of
contractual limitations on assignment as between the assignee and the debtor, the
relationship between the assignee and the debtor, the conditions under which the
assignment can be invoked against the debtor and whether the debtor’s obligations
have been discharged.

Article 30
Law applicable to priority

1. The law of the State in which the assignor is located governs the priority
of the right of an assignee in the assigned receivable over the right of a competing
claimant.

2. The rules of the law of either the forum State or any other State that are
mandatory irrespective of the law otherwise applicable may not prevent the
application of a provision of the law of the State in which the assignor is located.

3. Notwithstanding paragraph 2 of this article, in an insolvency proceeding
commenced in a State other than the State in which the assignor is located, any
preferential right that arises, by operation of law, under the law of the forum State
and is given priority over the rights of an assignee in insolvency proceedings under
the law of that State may be given  priority notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this
article.

Article 31
Mandatory rules

1. Nothing in articles 27 to 29 restricts the application of the rules of the
law of the forum State in a situation where they are mandatory irrespective of the
law otherwise applicable.

2. Nothing in articles 27 to 29 restricts the application of the mandatory
rules of the law of another State with which the matters settled in those articles have
a close connection if and insofar as, under the law of that other State, those rules
must be applied irrespective of the law otherwise applicable.
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Article 32
Public policy

With regard to matters settled in this chapter, the application of a provision of
the law specified in this chapter may be refused only if the application of that
provision is manifestly contrary to the public policy of the forum State.

Chapter VI
Final provisions

Article 33
Depositary

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is the depositary of this
Convention.

Article 34
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval, accession

1. This Convention is open for signature by all States at the Headquarters of
the United Nations in New York until 31 December 2003.

2. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the
signatory States.

3. This Convention is open to accession by all States that are not signatory
States as from the date it is open for signature.

4. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval and accession are to be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 35
Application to territorial units

1. If a State has two or more territorial units in which different systems of
law are applicable in relation to the matters dealt with in this Convention, it may at
any time declare that this Convention is to extend to all its territorial units or only
one or more of them, and may at any time substitute another declaration for its
earlier declaration.

2. Such declarations are to state expressly the territorial units to which this
Convention extends.

3. If, by virtue of a declaration under this article, this Convention does not
extend to all territorial units of a State and the assignor or the debtor is located in a
territorial unit to which this Convention does not extend, this location is considered
not to be in a Contracting State.

4. If, by virtue of a declaration under this article, this Convention does not
extend to all territorial units of a State and the law governing the original contract is
the law in force in a territorial unit to which this Convention does not extend, the
law governing the original contract is considered not to be the law of a Contracting
State.
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5. If a State makes no declaration under paragraph 1 of this article, the
Convention is to extend to all territorial units of that State.

Article 36
Location in a territorial unit

If a person is located in a State which has two or more territorial units, that
person is located in the territorial unit in which it has its place of business. If the
assignor or the assignee has a place of business in more than one territorial unit, the
place of business is that place where the central administration of the assignor or the
assignee is exercised. If the debtor has a place of business in more than one
territorial unit, the place of business is that which has the closest relationship to the
original contract. If a person does not have a place of business, reference is to be
made to the habitual residence of that person. A State with two or more territorial
units may specify by declaration at any time other rules for determining the location
of a person within that State.

Article 37
Applicable law in territorial units

Any reference in this Convention to the law of a State means, in the case of a
State which has two or more territorial units, the law in force in the territorial unit.
Such a State may specify by declaration at any time other rules for determining the
applicable law, including rules that render applicable the law of another territorial
unit of that State.

Article 38
Conflicts with other international agreements

1. This Convention does not prevail over any international agreement that
has already been or may be entered into and that specifically governs a transaction
otherwise governed by this Convention.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this article, this Convention prevails over
the Unidroit Convention on International Factoring (“the Ottawa Convention”). To
the extent that this Convention does not apply to the rights and obligations of a
debtor, it does not preclude the application of the Ottawa Convention with respect to
the rights and obligations of that debtor.

Article 39
Declaration on application of chapter V

A State may declare at any time that it will not be bound by chapter V.

Article 40
Limitations relating to Governments and other public entities

A State may declare at any time that it will not be bound or the extent to which
it will not be bound by articles 9 and 10 if the debtor or any person granting a
personal or property right securing payment of the assigned receivable is located in
that State at the time of conclusion of the original contract and is a Government,
central or local, any subdivision thereof, or an entity constituted for a public
purpose. If a State has made such a declaration, articles 9 and 10 do not affect the
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rights and obligations of that debtor or person. A State may list in a declaration the
types of entity that are the subject of a declaration.

Article 41
Other exclusions

1. A State may declare at any time that it will not apply this Convention to
specific types of assignment or to the assignment of specific categories of
receivables clearly described in a declaration.

2. After a declaration under paragraph 1 of this article takes effect:

(a) This Convention does not apply to such types of assignment or to the
assignment of such categories of receivables if the assignor is located at the time of
conclusion of the contract of assignment in such a State; and

(b) The provisions of this Convention that affect the rights and obligations of
the debtor do not apply if, at the time of conclusion of the original contract, the
debtor is located in such a State or the law governing the original contract is the law
of such a State.

3. This article does not apply to assignments of receivables listed in
article 9, paragraph 3.

Article 42
Application of the annex

1. A State may at any time declare that it will be bound by:

(a) The priority rules set forth in section I of the annex and will participate in
the international registration system established pursuant to section II of the annex;

(b) The priority rules set forth in section I of the annex and will effectuate
such rules by use of a registration system that fulfils the purposes of such rules, in
which case, for the purposes of section I of the annex, registration pursuant to such a
system has the same effect as registration pursuant to section II of the annex;

(c) The priority rules set forth in section III of the annex;

(d) The priority rules set forth in section IV of the annex; or

(e) The priority rules set forth in articles 7 and 9 of the annex.

2. For the purposes of article 22:

(a) The law of a State that has made a declaration pursuant to paragraph 1 (a)
or (b) of this article is the set of rules set forth in section I of the annex, as affected
by any declaration made pursuant to paragraph 5 of this article;

(b) The law of a State that has made a declaration pursuant to paragraph 1 (c)
of this article is the set of rules set forth in section III of the annex, as affected by
any declaration made pursuant to paragraph 5 of this article;

(c) The law of a State that has made a declaration pursuant to paragraph
1 (d) of this article is the set of rules set forth in section IV of the annex, as affected
by any declaration made pursuant to paragraph 5 of this article; and
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(d) The law of a State that has made a declaration pursuant to paragraph 1 (e)
of this article is the set of rules set forth in articles 7 and 9 of the annex, as affected
by any declaration made pursuant to paragraph 5 of this article.

3. A State that has made a declaration pursuant to paragraph 1 of this article
may establish rules pursuant to which contracts of assignment concluded before the
declaration takes effect become subject to those rules within a reasonable time;

4. A State that has not made a declaration pursuant to paragraph 1 of this
article may, in accordance with priority rules in force in that State, utilize the
registration system established pursuant to section II of the annex.

5. At the time a State makes a declaration pursuant to paragraph 1 of this
article or thereafter, it may declare that:

(a) It will not apply the priority rules chosen under paragraph 1 of this article
to certain types of assignment or to the assignment of certain categories of
receivables; or

(b) It will apply those priority rules with modifications specified in that
declaration.

6. At the request of Contracting or Signatory States to this Convention
comprising not less than one third of the Contracting and Signatory States, the
depositary shall convene a conference of the Contracting and Signatory States to
designate the supervising authority and the first registrar and to prepare or revise the
regulations referred to in section II of the annex.

Article 43
Effect of declaration

1. Declarations made under articles 35, paragraph 1, 36, 37 or 39 to 42 at
the time of signature are subject to confirmation upon ratification, acceptance or
approval.

2. Declarations and confirmations of declarations are to be in writing and to
be formally notified to the depositary.

3. A declaration takes effect simultaneously with the entry into force of this
Convention in respect of the State concerned. However, a declaration of which the
depositary receives formal notification after such entry into force takes effect on the
first day of the month following the expiration of six months after the date of its
receipt by the depositary.

4. A State that makes a declaration under articles 35, paragraph 1, 36, 37 or
39 to 42 may withdraw it at any time by a formal notification in writing addressed to
the depositary. Such withdrawal takes effect on the first day of the month following
the expiration of six months after the date of the receipt of the notification by the
depositary.

5. In the case of a declaration under articles 35, paragraph 1, 36, 37 or 39 to
42 that takes effect after the entry into force of this Convention in respect of the
State concerned or in the case of a withdrawal of any such declaration, the effect of
which in either case is to cause a rule in this Convention, including any annex, to
become applicable:
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(a) Except as provided in paragraph 5 (b) of this article, that rule is
applicable only to assignments for which the contract of assignment is concluded on
or after the date when the declaration or withdrawal takes effect in respect of the
Contracting State referred to in article 1, paragraph 1 (a);

(b) A rule that deals with the rights and obligations of the debtor applies only
in respect of original contracts concluded on or after the date when the declaration
or withdrawal takes effect in respect of the Contracting State referred to in article 1,
paragraph 3.

6. In the case of a declaration under articles 35, paragraph 1, 36, 37 or 39 to
42 that takes effect after the entry into force of this Convention in respect of the
State concerned or in the case of a withdrawal of any such declaration, the effect of
which in either case is to cause a rule in this Convention, including any annex, to
become inapplicable:

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 6 (b) of this article, that rule is
inapplicable to assignments for which the contract of assignment is concluded on or
after the date when the declaration or withdrawal takes effect in respect of the
Contracting State referred to in article 1, paragraph 1 (a);

(b) A rule that deals with the rights and obligations of the debtor is
inapplicable in respect of original contracts concluded on or after the date when the
declaration or withdrawal takes effect in respect of the Contracting State referred to
in article 1, paragraph 3.

7. If a rule rendered applicable or inapplicable as a result of a declaration or
withdrawal referred to in paragraph 5 or 6 of this article is relevant to the
determination of priority with respect to a receivable for which the contract of
assignment is concluded before such declaration or withdrawal takes effect or with
respect to its proceeds, the right of the assignee has priority over the right of a
competing claimant to the extent that, under the law that would determine priority
before such declaration or withdrawal takes effect, the right of the assignee would
have priority.

Article 44
Reservations

No reservations are permitted except those expressly authorized in this
Convention.

Article 45
Entry into force

1. This Convention enters into force on the first day of the month following
the expiration of six months from the date of deposit of the fifth instrument of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession with the depositary.

2. For each State that becomes a Contracting State to this Convention after
the date of deposit of the fifth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, this Convention enters into force on the first day of the month following
the expiration of six months after the date of deposit of the appropriate instrument
on behalf of that State.
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3. This Convention applies only to assignments if the contract of
assignment is concluded on or after the date when this Convention enters into force
in respect of the Contracting State referred to in article 1, paragraph 1 (a), provided
that the provisions of this Convention that deal with the rights and obligations of the
debtor apply only to assignments of receivables arising from original contracts
concluded on or after the date when this Convention enters into force in respect of
the Contracting State referred to in article 1, paragraph 3.

4. If a receivable is assigned pursuant to a contract of assignment concluded
before the date when this Convention enters into force in respect of the Contracting
State referred to in article 1, paragraph 1 (a), the right of the assignee has priority
over the right of a competing claimant with respect to the receivable to the extent
that, under the law that would determine priority in the absence of this Convention,
the right of the assignee would have priority.

Article 46
Denunciation

1. A Contracting State may denounce this Convention at any time by
written notification addressed to the depositary.

2. The denunciation takes effect on the first day of the month following the
expiration of one year after the notification is received by the depositary. Where a
longer period is specified in the notification, the denunciation takes effect upon the
expiration of such longer period after the notification is received by the depositary.

3. This Convention remains applicable to assignments if the contract of
assignment is concluded before the date when the denunciation takes effect in
respect of the Contracting State referred to in article 1, paragraph 1 (a), provided
that the provisions of this Convention that deal with the rights and obligations of the
debtor remain applicable only to assignments of receivables arising from original
contracts concluded before the date when the denunciation takes effect in respect of
the Contracting State referred to in article 1, paragraph 3.

4. If a receivable is assigned pursuant to a contract of assignment concluded
before the date when the denunciation takes effect in respect of the Contracting
State referred to in article 1, paragraph 1 (a), the right of the assignee has priority
over the right of a competing claimant with respect to the receivable to the extent
that, under the law that would determine priority under this Convention, the right of
the assignee would have priority.

Article 47
Revision and amendment

1. At the request of not less than one third of the Contracting States to this
Convention, the depositary shall convene a conference of the Contracting States to
revise or amend it.

2. Any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
deposited after the entry into force of an amendment to this Convention is deemed to
apply to the Convention as amended.
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Annex to the Convention

Section I
Priority rules based on registration

Article 1
Priority among several assignees

As between assignees of the same receivable from the same assignor, the
priority of the right of an assignee in the assigned receivable is determined by the
order in which data about the assignment are registered under section II of this
annex, regardless of the time of transfer of the receivable. If no such data are
registered, priority is determined by the order of conclusion of the respective
contracts of assignment.

Article 2
Priority between the assignee and the insolvency administrator or creditors of
the assignor

The right of an assignee in an assigned receivable has priority over the right of
an insolvency administrator and creditors who obtain a right in the assigned
receivable by attachment, judicial act or similar act of a competent authority that
gives rise to such right, if the receivable was assigned, and data about the
assignment were registered under section II of this annex, before the commencement
of such insolvency proceeding, attachment, judicial act or similar act.

Section II
Registration

Article 3
Establishment of a registration system

A registration system will be established for the registration of data about
assignments, even if the relevant assignment or receivable is not international,
pursuant to the regulations to be promulgated by the registrar and the supervising
authority. Regulations promulgated by the registrar and the supervising authority
under this annex shall be consistent with this annex. The regulations will prescribe
in detail the manner in which the registration system will operate, as well as the
procedure for resolving disputes relating to that operation.

Article 4
Registration

1. Any person may register data with regard to an assignment at the registry
in accordance with this annex and the regulations. As provided in the regulations,
the data registered shall be the identification of the assignor and the assignee and a
brief description of the assigned receivables.

2. A single registration may cover one or more assignments by the assignor
to the assignee of one or more existing or future receivables, irrespective of whether
the receivables exist at the time of registration.
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3. A registration may be made in advance of the assignment to which it
relates. The regulations will establish the procedure for the cancellation of a
registration in the event that the assignment is not made.

4. Registration or its amendment is effective from the time when the data
set forth in paragraph 1 of this article are available to searchers. The registering
party may specify, from options set forth in the regulations, a period of effectiveness
for the registration. In the absence of such a specification, a registration is effective
for a period of five years.

5. Regulations will specify the manner in which registration may be
renewed, amended or cancelled and regulate such other matters as are necessary for
the operation of the registration system.

6. Any defect, irregularity, omission or error with regard to the
identification of the assignor that would result in data registered not being found
upon a search based on a proper identification of the assignor renders the
registration ineffective.

Article 5
Registry searches

1. Any person may search the records of the registry according to
identification of the assignor, as set forth in the regulations, and obtain a search
result in writing.

2. A search result in writing that purports to be issued by the registry is
admissible as evidence and is, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, proof of
the registration of the data to which the search relates, including the date and hour of
registration.

Section III
Priority rules based on the time of the contract of assignment

Article 6
Priority among several assignees

As between assignees of the same receivable from the same assignor, the
priority of the right of an assignee in the assigned receivable is determined by the
order of conclusion of the respective contracts of assignment.

Article 7
Priority between the assignee and the insolvency administrator or creditors of
the assignor

The right of an assignee in an assigned receivable has priority over the right of
an insolvency administrator and creditors who obtain a right in the assigned
receivable by attachment, judicial act or similar act of a competent authority that
gives rise to such right, if the receivable was assigned before the commencement of
such insolvency proceeding, attachment, judicial act or similar act.
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Article 8
Proof of time of contract of assignment

The time of conclusion of a contract of assignment in respect of articles 6 and
7 of this annex may be proved by any means, including witnesses.

Section IV
Priority rules based on the time of notification of assignment

Article 9
Priority among several assignees

As between assignees of the same receivable from the same assignor, the
priority of the right of an assignee in the assigned receivable is determined by the
order in which notification of the respective assignments is received by the debtor.
However, an assignee may not obtain priority over a prior assignment of which the
assignee had knowledge at the time of conclusion of the contract of assignment to
that assignee by notifying the debtor.

Article 10
Priority between the assignee and the insolvency administrator or creditors of
the assignor

The right of an assignee in an assigned receivable has priority over the right of
an insolvency administrator and creditors who obtain a right in the assigned
receivable by attachment, judicial act or similar act of a competent authority that
gives rise to such right, if the receivable was assigned and notification was received
by the debtor before the commencement of such insolvency proceeding, attachment,
judicial act or similar act.

DONE at ..., this ... day of ... two thousand one, in a single original, of which
the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally
authentic.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly
authorized by their respective Governments, have signed the present Convention.

*   *   *

16. The Sixth Committee also recommends to the General Assembly the adoption
of the following draft decision:

Enlargement of the membership of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law

The General Assembly decides to defer further consideration of and a decision
on the enlargement of the membership of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law to its fifty-seventh session, under the item entitled “Report
of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its
thirty-fifth session”.


