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.  ORGAN ZATI ON OF THE SESSI ON
A. Wl coming cerenony
1. On 1 Cctober 2001, the Executive Secretary of the Secretariat of the

Convention to Conbat Desertification, M. Hana Arba D allo, welconed participants
of the Conference of the Parties and nade a statenent.

2. Wel com ng addresses were al so nade by M. Zanba Batjargal, President of the
fourth session of the Conference of the Parties, and H E. M. Joseph Deiss, Head of
t he Federal Departnent of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland.

3. The Conference of the Parties observed a mnute of silence as an expression
of synpathy to the Governnent and people of the United States of Anerica in homage
to the victinms of the tragic events that had recently occurred in New York and
Washington D.C., as well as to the Government and people of Switzerland on the
occasion of the tragedy in Zug.

4. Sumari es of the statenments made during the wel com ng cerenony are to be found
in annex I.

B. Opening of the session

5. The fifth session of the Conference of the Parties, convened pursuant to
article 22 of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification, was opened
in Geneva, Switzerland, on 1 Cctober 2001, by M. Zanba Batjargal, President of the
fourth Conference of the Parti es.

C. Election of the President
(Agenda item 1)

6. At its 1%t plenary neeting, on 1 October, the Conference elected M. Charles
Bassett, Head of the Delegation of Canada, as President of its fifth session by
accl anat i on.

D. Openi ng and general statenents

[1. ORGAN ZATI ONAL NMATTERS

E. Adoption of the agenda
(Agenda item 3)

8. At its 1t plenary neeting, on 1 October, following statements by the
representatives of the Islamc Republic of Iran (on behalf of the Goup of 77 and
Chi na), Benin, and Bel gium(on behal f of the European Union), the Conference adopted
t he agenda as contained in docunments | CCDY COP(5)/1 and Corr.1, as orally amended by
the President of the fifth Conference of the Parties.
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F. Election of officers other than the President
(Agenda item 2)
9. At its 1%t plenary neeting the Conference elected the following officers to

serve as vice-presidents of the Bureau for the fifth session, in addition to the
President, the Chairpersons of the Conmttee on Science and Technol ogy and the
Conmi ttee of the Wole:

Vi ce- Presi dents:

Ashot Vardevanyan (Arneni a)

Eti enne Kayengeyenge (Burundi)
Quido Soto (Chile)

Dagmar Kubi nova (Czech Republi c)
Aboubaker Doual é Wais (Djibouti)
Mar kku Aho (Fi nl and)

Zanba Batjargal (Mongolia)
Carnen Farias (Venezuel a)

FSSSFSSS

The Conference al so desi gnated Ms. Kubi nova (Czech Republic) as Rapporteur.

Chai rperson of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy

M. Phil bert Brown (Janmica)

G Ogani zation of work, including the establishnent
of a Coomittee of the Wole

12. At its 1%t plenary neeting and followi ng statenents by the representatives of
the United States of Anerica, Benin, and Bel gi um(on behal f of the European Union),
t he Conference approved its organi zation of work for the session as contained in
annex Il to docunment | CCDYCOP(5)/1 and Corr.1, as orally anended by the President
of the fifth Conference of the Parties.

13. At its 9'" plenary neeting, on 10 Cctober, the Chairnman of the Round Tabl e of
Parliamentarians introduced a draft decision entitled “Report on the fourth Round
Tabl e of Parliamentarians” contained in docunment | CCD/ COP(5)/L.13.

At the sane neeting, the Conference adopted draft decision | CCD/ COP(5)/L. 13.

Est abli shnent of the Commttee of the Wole

14. At its 1%t plenary neeting, the Conference decided to establish a Commttee of
the Wiole at its fifth session to consider outstanding issues for adoption by the
Conf er ence.

15. At the same neeting, upon the proposal of the President, the Conference
desi gnated M. Mohammad Reza Jabbari (Islam c Republic of Iran), as Chairman of the
Conmi ttee of the Wole.

The Conmittee held --- nmeetings, from 2 to 12 Cctober 2001.
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Ad Hoc Group of Experts

16. At its 2™ meeting, on 2 COctober, the Committee designated M. Patrick Szell
(United Ki ngdomof Great Britain and Northern Irel and), Chairman of the Ad Hoc G oup
of Experts.

17. At its 39 neeting, on 3 Cctober, the Conmittee established a Contact Group on
t he Revi ew of the | npl enentati on of the Conventi on and desi gnated M. Franklin More
(United States of Anerica) as Chairman on the G oup.

18. At the sane neeting, the Commttee established a contact Group on programe
and budget matters and desi gnated M. Mhamuad Reza Jabbari, Chairman of the contact

group.

H Committee on Science and Technol ogy

19. The Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy was convened under the chairmanship
of M. Philbert Brown (Jamaica). The Commttee held ----- neetings, from2 to -
Cct ober 2001.

20. At its 1t neeting on 2 Cctober, the Committee elected by acclamation, Dr.
Moussa Hassane (N ger), M. Abdel-Mjid Khabour (Jordan), M. Marija Vihovanec
(Croatia) and M. Hel mut Wbhl (Germany) as Vi ce-Chairpersons.

21. On its 2™ npeeting, on 2 October, the Committee elected M. Helnut Whl
(Gernmany), to also serve as Rapporteur, in addition to serving as Vice-Chairnan.

22. The Conmi ttee on Sci ence and Technol ogy submitted a nunber of recommendati ons
to the Conference of the Parties, which took action on themat its --- neeting, on
----Cctober 2001.

|. Attendance
23. The fifth session of the Conference of the Parties was attended by
representatives of the following --- Parties to the United Nations Convention to
Conbat Desertification:

[ To be inserted]
24. The session was al so attended by observers fromthe followi ng -- States not
Parties to the Convention:

[ To be inserted]

25. Cbservers from=--------------- attended the session as wel|.

26. The followi ng United Nations organi zations, offices and specialized agencies
wer e represent ed:

[ To be inserted]
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J. Adnission of organi zati ons as observers
(Agenda item 5)

27. At its 2" and 4" pl enary neetings, on 2 and 5 Cct ober, the Conference decided
to accredit the non-governnental organizations listed in annex Il to docunent
| CCDY COP(5)/9 and | CCDY COP(5)/9/ Add. 1.

K. Docunent ation

28. The docunments subnmitted for the consi derati on of the Conference of the Parties
at its fifth session are listed in annex --. [ To be conpl et ed]

[11. SPECI AL SEGVENT ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE CONVENTI ON

29. The Conference held a special segnent on the inplementati on of the Convention
at its 5" 6th, 8" and 10'" plenary neetings, on 8 to 10 Cctober 2001 attended by
two Presidents, three Prinme Mnisters, ---- government Mnisters and officials, and

heads of UN organizations and agencies, mltilateral bodies and regional
organi zations. A list of speakers is in Annex ---.

30. At its -- neeting, on ---- Cctober 2001, the President read out the summary
of the debate held during the special segnment. See Annex ----.

I'V. INCLUSION OF ACTIVITIES OF NON- GOVERNVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS W THI N
THE OFFI Cl AL PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

31. The Conference held an open di al ogue session on the inclusion of activities
of non-governnmental organizations within the official programme of work of the
Conference of the Parties at its 3¢ and 10'" neeting, on 5 and 10 Cctober.
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