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I.  INTRODUCTION

A.  Mandate

1. Rule 10 (d) of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of the Parties
(ICCD/COP(1)/11/Add.1) provides that the provisional agenda of each ordinary session
of the Conference of the Parties (COP) shall include, as appropriate, the proposed
budget as well as all questions pertaining to the accounts and financial
arrangements.

2. In decision 4/COP.4 on the programme and budget for the biennium 2000-2001,
the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to report at its
fifth session on the financial performance of the Convention budget, as well as on
the status of trust funds established under the financial rules.

B.  Scope of the report

3. This document contains information on the activities supported under the
Supplementary Fund in 2000-2001.  It follows the structure and updates the
information contained in an earlier document, ICCD/COP(4)/2/Add.7.  This document
provides a brief description of the actual activities facilitated by the secretariat
and an assessment of the results achieved as at 30 June 2001. This information is
accompanied by the statement of expenditures for the period under review.  A note
of activities to be undertaken during the second half of the year 2001 are
accompanied by an estimate of expenditures.  The document is organized in accordance
with the main programmes as follows:

A.  Substantive support to the Conference of the Parties and its
subsidiary bodies and legal advice (COPSUBLA)

B.  Facilitation of implementation and coordination by region

C.  External relations and public information

4. Each regional section includes activities at the national, subregional,
regional, as well as interregional levels.  It should be noted that activities
supported by the secretariat were often undertaken jointly with other bilateral or
multilateral partners, in order to achieve optimum results. 
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II.  PERFORMANCE OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY FUNDS

5. Tables 1 and 2 provide information on the status of supplementary funds and
an analysis of expenditures as at 30 June 2001 by programme.  This is followed by
detailed performance reports by programme. 

Table 1. Status of supplementary funds

1 January 2000 - 30 June 2001

(US dollars) 

Income Amount 

Balance brought forward 1999 2,544,457

Contributions received 3,303,859

Prior year savings on obligations and interest income 420,674

Total income 1 January 2000 - 30 June 2001 6,268,990

Total actual expenditures (inclusive of programme support)
1 January 2000 - 30 June 2001 5,182,005

Balance 1,086,985

6. In addition to the actual expenditure of US$ 5,182,005 as at 30 June 2001, an
estimated amount of US$ 2,124,600 will be utilized in the last six months of the
biennium.  This brings the total estimated expenditure to US$ 7,306,605.  The
additional required resources will be raised during the last six months of the
biennium.  The total income will be reported to COP 5 in document
ICCD/COP(5)/2/Add.6.   

Table 2. Actual expenditures of the supplementary funds by programme

in the biennium 2000-2001 as at 30 June 2001

(US dollars)

Programme Supplementary fund

Substantive support to the Conference of the Parties and
  its subsidiary bodies and legal advice

837,524

Facilitation of implementation and coordination 3,269,014

External relations and public information 479,307

Subtotal 4,585,845

Programme support costs1 596,160

Total2 5,182,005

1  In accordance with the United Nations guidelines ST/SGB/188, paragraph 47, a 13 per cent
programme support factor has been applied to expenditures on all the trust funds except
where exemptions have been authorized by the Controller.  The amount has been calculated
on the basis of the actual expenditures incurred and debited as a charge to this account
and credited to the United Nations.

2  Total expenditure does not include 15 per cent operating capital reserve.
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Table 3. Actual expenditures of the supplementary funds by object of
expenditure in the biennium 2000-2001 as at 30 June 2001

 (US dollars)

Object of expenditure Actual expenditure

Staff costs 607,300

Consultants and experts 270,295

Travel of participants and representatives 1,362,947

Travel of staff 382,572

Contractual services 294,644

Grants and contributions 1,668,087

Subtotal 4,585,845

Programme support costs 596,160

Total 5,182,005

A.  Substantive support to the Conference of the Parties and its
subsidiary bodies and legal advice

1. Fourth session of the Conference of the Parties 

7. During the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties held in Bonn,
Germany, in December 2000, the following costs for rental of premises, logistics and
various side events were incurred.  The session was also supported under the Bonn
Fund and through a special contribution by the German Government.

Rental of premises and related costs US$ 178,667
Side events US$  12,248

Fourth session of the COP total US$ 190,915

2.  Activities related to the Committee on Science

and Technology (CST)

(a) Traditional knowledge

8. The first ad hoc panel on traditional knowledge was held in Matera, Italy, in
July 1999.  Funds for the 1999 panel meeting were allocated in 2000.  On the basis
of the outcome of the meeting, COP 3 reappointed the panel.  The second panel
meeting took also place in Matera, Italy, in May 2000. 
 
9. The main outcome of the meeting was as follows: consideration of the
development of appropriate criteria, benchmarks and indicators, assessment of how
the networks and mechanisms established under the Convention are incorporating
traditional and local knowledge in their work programmes, and assessment of the
socio-economic and ecological benefits of traditional knowledge.
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10. The results of the meeting were submitted to the fourth session of the COP in
document ICCD/COP(4)/CST/2.

Grants to the Italian Research Centre on Traditional and Local
 Knowledge (IPOGEA) for the organization of two panel meetings US$  76,928
Travel of participants US$  14,261
Consultancy for preparing documents US$   2,769
Travel of staff US$   2,843

Establishment of a research centre on traditional knowledge

11. At the request of the Government of Italy, the UNCCCD secretariat facilitated
the establishment and development of a research centre in Matera, Italy, with the
main task of studying and documenting traditional and local knowledge and
technologies to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought.

12. From the total amount of US$ 92,285 received from the Government of Italy, two
consultants were hired to make proposals on various institutional and legal aspects
of establishing a centre for the study on traditional knowledge.  Support was also
provided to (IPOGEA) for the collection and analysis of information, and to set up
a Web site for the future centre.

Grants to legal consultancy US$   7,500
Grants to IPOGEA US$  66,000

Traditional knowledge total US$ 170,301

(b) Ad hoc panel meeting on early warning systems

13. The ad hoc panel on early warning systems (EWSs) has met twice during the
biennium.  Results of the first meeting held in Bonn, Germany, in May-June 2000 were
submitted to the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties in document
ICCD/COP(4)/CST/4.

14. According to decision 14/COP.4, the ad hoc panel on early warning systems was
reappointed at COP 4 to examine further the following:

(a) Critical analysis of the performance of early warning and monitoring and
assessment systems, linking traditional knowledge and EWS, especially in the areas
of the collection of data, the dissemination of information and measuring for
drought preparedness;

(b) Methods for and approaches to the prediction of drought and monitoring
of desertification, particularly the method of analysing vulnerability to drought
and desertification, especially at the local, subnational and national levels, with
special regard to new technological developments;

(c) Mechanisms to facilitate an exchange of information between scientific
and technological institutions, in particular focusing on national and subregional
networks on the prediction of drought and monitoring of desertification;
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(d) More detailed measures for drought and desertification preparedness, in
cooperation with the approaches, from hazard protection to risk management, adopted
by the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.

15. The ad hoc panel met in Fuji-Yoshida City, Japan, in June 2001.  The report
of the panel will be considered at the fifth session of the COP, and is contained
in document ICCD/COP(5)/CST/4.

Contractual services US$  30,645
Consultancy for preparation of documents US$   5,000
Travel of participants US$  33,226
Travel of staff US$  10,936

Early warning systems total US$  79,807

(c) Survey and evaluation of existing networks

16. Phase I of the survey and evaluation of existing networks, institutions,
agencies and bodies was concluded in 1999.  The output of the survey is a database
containing more than 1,000 entries, which gives basic information on the
institutions which responded to the survey.  Most of the funds for the survey had
already been disbursed, in 1999.

Grant to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
 in 2000 for completion of the survey US$  20,400

Survey and evaluation of existing networks total US$  20,400

(d) Improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the
Committee on Science and Technology

17. A meeting will be convened in August 2001 in Geneva to consider ways of
improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Committee on Science and
Technology.  The meeting will consider submissions made by Parties and make its
recommendations to the Conference of the Parties at its fifth session.

Estimated travel of participants US$  30,000

Improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the

Committee on Science and Technology total US$  30,000

(e) Desertification information system for planning
needs in the Mediterranean region

18. A consultative process to establish a desertification information system for
planning needs in the Mediterranean region (DISMED), was organized in 1998 in
Marrakech, Morocco, by the UNCCD secretariat in collaboration with the Government
of Italy. 

19. A start-up meeting was held in Copenhagen, Denmark, in September 2000.
Participants from nine Northern Mediterranean and Northern African country Parties
and the European Commission reviewed and assessed the objectives, institutional
framework and future activities of the DISMED process.  The European Environmental
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Agency (EEA) and the Italian Foundation for Applied Meteorology (FMA) were entrusted
with the preparatory substantive work required for the workshop.  The UNCCD
secretariat will continue to play a facilitating and coordinating role in the
activities of DISMED.

20. The first technical workshop on the DISMED project took place in Florence,
Italy, in June 2001.  Participants at the meeting presented their national
information systems as related to the national action programme (NAP), and further
needs for information about desertification were addressed.  As outcomes of the
workshop, a number of recommendations were made, including the guiding principles
to be taken into consideration in the implementation of the project, and the future
work programme of DISMED was outlined.  The next workshop on thematic mapping on
desertification will be convened in Tunisia in January 2002. 

Travel of participants US$   5,700
Travel of staff US$   1,470
Grant to EEA US$  53,016
Grant to FMA US$ 122,500

Desertification information system for planning

needs in the Mediterranean region total US$ 182,686

(f) International seminar on combating desertification

21. An international seminar on combating desertification was held in N’djamena,
Chad, in October-November 2000.  The focus of this seminar was on freshwater
resources and the rehabilitation of degraded areas in drylands.

Grant to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for translation and
printing of documents US$  10,000

International seminar on combating desertification total US$  10,000

Activities related to the Committee on Science and

Technology total US$ 493,194

3.  Activity related to COP 4: Round Table of Parliamentarians

22. The third Round Table of Members of Parliaments took place during the fourth
session of the COP in Bonn, Germany, in December 2000.  Forty-six Parliamentarians
from 19 countries at tended the meeting and discussed how to enhance the
implementation of the Convention.  As an outcome of the m eeting, the
Parliamentarians issued a declaration stressing the need for predictable resources
for the financing of the Convention and the opening of a Global Environment Facility
(GEF) window for desertification-related projects.  Parliamentarians emphasized the
links between poverty and combating desertification.

Travel of participants US$  43,713
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4.  Activity related to COP 5: Round Table of Parliamentarians

23. A two-day meeting of members of parliaments will take place during the fifth
session of the COP in Geneva, Switzerland, in October 2001.  It is expected that
parliamentarians from 51 countries will attend the Round Table meeting to discuss
how to enhance the implementation of the Convention.  Expected results of this
meeting include consideration of parliamentarians’ contributions to the preparation
of the report on implementation of the UNCCD at the Wo rld Summit on Sustainable
Development.  They will also consider their role in promoting synergies among the
Rio conventions.

Estimated travel of participants in 2001 US$   60,000

Round Table of Parliamentarians total US$  103,713

5. CBD-UNCCD joint work programme

24. The basis for this initiative to establish a CBD-U NCCD j oint work programme
on the biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands derived from pertinent decisions of
CBD and UNCCD Confe rences of Parties, as well as the memorandum of cooperation
signed bet ween the two secretariats.  A meeting of the Liaison Group for the CBD-
UNCCD joint work programme was held in Bonn, Germany, from 30 April to 2 May 2001.
The meeting was organized jointly by the UNCCD and CBD secretariats and was attended
by focal points, and representatives from regional and subreg ional institutions
interested in supporting the implementation of a joint work programme at the country
level. 

25. Recommendations of the meeting focused on pilot activity projects to be
submitted for GEF support at the na tional and subregional levels, the role of the
secretariats in bringing about financial assistance to CBD-UNCCD activities, and the
involvement of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the process. 

Travel of participants US$   40,116
Consultancy US$    6,500

CBD-UNCCD joint work programme total US$   46,616

6. Other meetings

26. Some meetings relating to the UNCCD took p lace in Rome, Italy, in February.
These events dealt with social participation in combating desertification, synergies
between the UNCCD, the Convention on Biolo gical Diversity (CBD) and the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (see also section E).

Travel of staff US$   11,970
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7. Programme support services

27. The organization and reproduction of meetings and workshop documents is
provided through temporary assistance

Actual expenditure January 2000 - June 2001 US$   81,116
Estimated expenditure to 31 December 2001 US$   22,000

Programme support services total US$  103,116

Substantive support to the Conference of the Parties

and its subsidiary bodies and legal advice

Actual expenditures for the biennium as at 30 June 2001 US$  837,524

Estimated expenditures to 31 December 2001 US$  112,000

TOTAL US$  949,524

B.  Facilitation of implementation and coordination
in the Africa region

1. Facilitation of implementation at the national level

28. At the national level emphasis has been placed on the facilitation of the
convocation of consultative processes among all relevant actors, aimed at the
conclusion of partnership agreements.  The majority of countries which have
validated their programmes are in the process of launching these activities.

29. The output of these activities is expected to lead to concrete measures at the
country level for partnership agreements to buttress the national action programme
(NAP) implementation through the identified priority programme areas.

Awareness raising

30. National coordinating bodies and the focal points were assisted in the
organization of national awareness-raising seminars and follow-up activities in
Burundi, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Madagascar, Mozambique and the Republic of the
Congo in 2000.  Support to seminars in Cameroon and Madagascar had already been
allocated in 1998.

Grants to Burundi, Côte d’Ivoire and the Republic of the Congo US$  18,000
Consultancy to support the national seminars US$   5,016

31. The obj ective of t his activity was to ensure that key stakeholders at the
country level are aware of the objectives and provisions of the Convention,
particularly those groups involved in policy m aking and natural resource users at
the grassroots level, including women’s and youth groups, parliamentarians and key
Government officials, as the fundamental basis for the NAP elaboration process.  
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32. Further awareness-raising activities are being planned for 2001 by countries

such as Central African Republic, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Democratic Republic of the
Congo and Rwanda.
  

Estimated consultancy US$  10,000
Estimated grants US$  30,000
Estimated travel of staff US$  10,000

National action programmes

33. National meetings to validate the NAPs to combat desertification or to launch
its implementation were prepared and/or organized in Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cap Verde, Chad, Gambia, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Togo and Tunisia.

Travel of staff US$  17,164
Grants to Benin, Burundi, Morocco, Niger and Togo US$  69,569

34. The major achievements of the national meetings have been that governments in
these countries have approved the NAP frameworks as the mechanism for Convention
implementation involving the various stakeholders.

35. Further national forums are being planned by countries such as Mauritania and
Togo to take place before the end of the year.

Estimated consultancy US$   5,000
Estimated grants US$  10,000
Estimated travel of staff US$   5,000

36. Since 1999, six additional African countries have finalized their NAPs,
bringing the total number of finalized and/or validated NAPs in Africa to 19.
Furthermore, four African countries are planning to finalise the elaboration of
their NAPs before the end of 2001.  The objectives of these forums are: 

(a) To have the NAPs endorsed by respective governments as the instrument
for implementing the Convention at the country level;

(b) To integrate the NAPs into the overall national development planning
process as well as to include the NAPs into other natural resources and poverty
eradication initiatives in these countries.

Convening of consultations on NAP implementation

Technical consultation on NAP implementation, Cotonou, Benin, February 2000

37. In order to facilitate the establishment of partnership agreements for support
to the implementation of the NAPs, a meeting of selected African focal points and
representatives of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank,
the Global Mechanism and the UNCCD secretariat took place in Cotonou, Benin, in
February 2000.

Grant to Benin for local costs US$   3,540
Travel of participants US$  18,900
Travel of staff US$  14,297
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38. The main activity of the meeting was a multi-stakeholder discussion on:

(a) Integration of the NAPs into sustainable development strategies;

(b) Ihe consultative processes in countries to address the key issue of
resource mobilization to support implementation of the NAPs.

39. As a follow-up to the Cotonou meeting, several African countries, namely
Benin, Cape Verde, Gambia, Morocco, Niger, Tanzania, Tunisia and Uganda, have held
or are planning to hold national forums and consultative meetings with donor
countries, aiming to foster partnership and resource mobilization.

40. Workshops on the integration of priority activities relating to combating
desertification into the country support strategies in the context of the
implementation of the African, Caribbean and Pacific group of States (ACP) -
European Union (EU) Partnership Agreement took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in
April 2001 (for Eastern and Southern African country representatives) and Cotonou,
Benin, in May 2001 (for Western and Central African country representatives).
Participants were the UNCCD national focal points (from ministries of environment
or agriculture) and the national authorizing officers (NAOs) for the European
Development Fund (EDF) (from ministries of finance or planning).

41. The main result of holding both these workshops was that for the first time
UNCCD national focal points and national authorizing officers were brought together
in order to discuss and agree on ways and means for a better integration of UNCCD
activities into the country support strategies.  Discussions made it clear that a
close collaboration between their respective institutions is of major importance in
order to mobilize resources for activities relating to combating desertification.

42. In order to assess jointly the activities implemented by country Parties as
recommended by the participants at the meeting held in Cotonou in February 2000,
each of the above mentioned UNCCD-ACP/EU partnership agreement workshops was
followed by a one-day consultation among participants representing countries that
had finalized their NAPs.  The main outcomes of the meetings were recommendations
on:

(a) The integration of NAPs into national development strategies;

(b) The mobilization and empowerment of stakeholders at local level;

(c) The organization of donor consultative forums.

43. The costs of the Addis Ababa UNCCD/ACP workshop in April 2001 and the national
focal point consultations were as follows: 

Grant US$   8,684
Travel of participants US$  53,905
Travel of staff US$  13,083
Grant to Ethiopia for local costs US$   2,000
Contractual services for logistical costs US$  12,189
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44. The costs for the Cotonou ACP/UNCCD workshop in May 2001 and the national
focal point consultations were as follows: 

Travel of participants US$  86,809
Travel of staff US$  15,593
Grant to Benin for local costs US$  12,255

45. Some countries, such as Uganda and Swaziland, are planning to organize
national donor consultations before the end of the year 2001.  Other countries, such
as Burkina Faso, Mali and Uganda, are planning to organize national workshops on
synergistic implementation of interlinked multilateral environment conventions, with
the objective of generating a country-driven process, achieving synergies at the
field level.

Estimated consultancy US$  10,000
Estimated grants US$  40,000
Estimated staff travel US$  10,000

Facilitation of implementation at the national level total US$ 481,004

2. Facilitation of implementation at the subregional level

Central Africa

46. The Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) organized a
workshop in N’Djamena, Chad, in June 2000 for ten Central African member countries.

47. The meeting was an opportunity for the member states of CEMAC to explore and
identify concrete areas of common concern to the subregion, and to agree on the best
ways to approach problems that are transboundary in nature.  Participants reviewed
UNCCD implementation at nati onal level and identified immediate actions to be
undertaken to accelerate further the process in the subregion. 

Grant to CEMAC US$   5,698

Eastern Africa

48. In Ea stern Africa the I ntergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD)
prepared a draft subregional action programme.  The draft was discussed in a meeting
of IGAD policy organs and various stakeholders, held in Nairobi, Kenya, in October
2000.  The participants identified resource mobilization for implementation of NAPs
and subregional action programme (SRAP) as the priority objective to be pursued as
an immediate follow-up to the workshop.  It was also recommended t hat IGAD should
further increase awareness at ministerial levels in order to facilitate inter-state
consultation on the development of SRAP projects.

Grant to IGAD US$  30,000
Travel of staff US$   4,817
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Northern Africa

49. The SRAP for Northern Africa was adopted in 1999. The priority activities
established under the SRAP aim at: 

(a) Strengthening the exchange and collection of information;

(b) Strengthening the capacity of key institutions supporting the SRAP;

(c) Strengthening the research and development components for  sustainable
use of dryland resources.

50. The facilitation of the implementation of the SRAP was supported by the
countries in Northern Africa, through the organization of a subregional workshop on
resource mobilization and partnership building for the implementation of the
Convention in Northern African countries by the Global Mechanism in coordination
with the UNCCD secretariat.  The workshop took place in Algiers, Algeria, in October
2000.  The costs are shown in section 3.

Southern Africa

51. A second subregional workshop on resource mobilization and partnership
building for the implementation of the Convention in Eastern and Southern African
countries, members of IGAD and the Southern African Development Community (SADC),
was organized by the Global Mechanism, in coordination with the UNCCD secretariat,
and took place in Mombasa, Kenya, in October 2000.

52. The main objective of these workshops held in Algeria and Kenya was to examine
the different approaches and opportunities for mobilizing resources for the NAPs and
SRAPs. 

53. The results of these resource mobilization consultations include the
following: 

(a) Well-outlined strategies for raising the requisite financial and
technical resources for the implementation of NAPs and SRAPs;

(b) Examination of modalities for integrating the NAPs and SRAPs into the
framework of interventions and programmes of financial and technical cooperation
agencies. 

Travel of staff US$   4,964

Western Africa

54. In order to launch the implementation of the SRAP for Western Africa,
preparations for work programmes for two thematic groups under the SRAP were
started. Furthermore, a workshop on synergies between UNCCD, UNCBD and UNFCCC was
held by the Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS)
and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in Conakry, Guinea, in
October 2000.  The main objective was to explore the synergies between the three
conventions, particularly at the local level.  Results of the workshop include the
following:
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(a) Well-defined modalities for coordination of local level activities among
the three conventions;

(b) Clearly identified factors that demonstrate the convergence of interest
and added value in the well-coordinated implementation of the three conventions.

Travel of staff US$   3,646

55. Six western African countries are participating in a programme aiming at
strengthening the involvement of women and youth in the implementation of the
Convention.  Various activities are to be undertaken by local NGOs.  The programme
is coordinated and administered by Sahel DEFIS, a network of field-based NGOs.

56. The expected output will be a constituency of important stakeholders who are
better equipped to address the implementation of the Convention in their local
areas.

57. The Sahelo-Saharian Community (CEN-SAD), in the context of the development of
its strategy to combat desertification and drought, organized two meetings which
were held in Niamey, Niger, in January 2001 and in Khartoum, Sudan, in February
2001, in which the UNCCD provisions and status of implementation in the countries
concerned were highlighted.  The CEN-SAD has been accredited as an observer to the
COP.

58. Support is provided for the formulation and implementation of several
transboundary pilot projects, with the aim of creating favourable local conditions
and enhancing the joint management of shared natural resources.  Local communities
from Algeria, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, Mauritania, Namibia, Niger,
Senegal, South Africa, Togo and Tunisia have participated.  The projects are as
follows:

(a) Pilot project for community management of shared cross-border
pastures in the Azaouak zone between Mali and Niger (formulation and
resource mobilization);

(b) Pilot project for prevention and management of conflicts relating
to natural resource use between Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso
(formulation);

(c) Pilot project for community management of shared salted sites for
livestock on the border areas between Mali and Burkina Faso (formulation
and resource mobilization);

(d) Pilot project for sustainable community management of shared
grazing resources between Burkina Faso and Niger (formulation);

(e) Pilot project on community-based activities for the rehabilitation
and protection of degraded land in the locality of Tamchekett,
Mauritania (formulation and resource mobilization);

(f) Pilot project on the promotion of community-based activities and
capacity-strengthening strategies for food security for local
communities living in Tin-Zaoauten between Algeria and Mali (resource
mobilization);



ICCD/COP(5)/2/Add.4
Page 15

(g) Pilot project on improvement of the livelihoods of women potters
between Burkina Faso, Ghana and Togo (resource mobilization);

(h) Pilot project to support local communities in food security issues
between Mali and Algeria (Kidal) (resource mobilization);

(i) Pilot project to fight against sand dunes in arid and semi-arid
zones between Algeria and Tunisia (resource mobilization);

(j) Pilot project on the management of shared water resources in
border areas of Burkina Faso and Mali (Le Beli)(resource mobilization);

(k) Pilot project on watershed management, River Gorouol between Niger
and Burkina Faso (resource mobilization);

(l) Pilot project on management of small hydraulic infrastructures and
pastoral zones between Mali, Mauritania and Senegal (resource
mobilization);

(m) Pilot project for prevention and management of conflicts relating
to natural resource use between Senegal and Mauritania (formulation);

(n) Pilot project for prevention and management of conflicts relating
to natural resource use between Niger and Chad (formulation);

(o) Pilot community project in the Kalahari-Namib region (Namibia,
Botswana, South Africa) (formulation);

(p) Grants to NGOs in charge of the implementation of the pilot project
between Burkina Faso and Mauritania

Support provided in the form of grants for the formulation

 and implementation of transboundary pilot projects total US$  271,336

Consultancy US$  33,471
Estimated consultancy costs US$  10,000
Estimated grants US$  50,000
Estimated travel of staff US$  10,000

Facilitation of implementation at the subregional level total US$ 423,932

3. Facilitation of implementation at the regional level

Regional action programme

59. The identification of six thematic programme networks (TPNs) was one outcome
of seven thematic workshops held in 1998 and 1999 in Nairobi in Kenya, Bamako in
Mali, Addis Ababa in Ethiopia, Abidjan in Côte d’Ivoire, Tunis in Tu nisia, Sadore
in Niger, and Harare in Zimbabwe. 

Contractual services - printing of the reports of the Abidjan,
Sadore and Harare workshops in 2000 US$   7,450



ICCD/COP(5)/2/Add.4
Page 16

60. Three consultative meetings on TPNs for Africa, namely on the integrated
management of international river, lake and hydro-geological basins, on the
promotion of agroforestry and soil conservation, and on the rational use of
rangelands and the development of fodder crops, were held in Bonn, Germany.  The
objectives of these consultative meetings was to discuss the preparations for the
launching of the TPNs, with an appropriate and well-defined time frame for priority
activities.

Contractual services US$   1,650
Travel of nine participants US$  20,938

61. The main results of the consultative meetings include the definition of the
operational framework for the first three TPNs and a proposed formulation of their
goals, standards and activities.  A work plan for 2000-2001 was also defined.

62. The meeting for the formal launch of the first TPN on the integrated
management of international river, lake and hydrogeological basins was held in
November 2000 in Accra, Ghana. The meeting was attended by representatives of
specialized institutions in Africa, with the major objective of developing and
adopting a detailed work programme. 

63. The main results of the launch meeting were recommendations to develop further
activities in three priority programme areas:

(a) Strengthening of water resources information systems;

(b) Capacity building, technical and scientific cooperation;

(c) Institutional, legislative and regulatory aspects.

Travel of participants US$  45,182
Contractual services for logistics support through the
  Food and Agriculture Organizations of the United
  Nations (FAO) regional office US$  11,404
Consultancy US$   5,050
Travel of staff US$   4,817

64. The meeting for the formal launch of the second regional TPN in Africa, on the
promotion of agroforestry and s oil conse rvation, was held in June 2001 in Lomé,
Togo.  The meeting was attended by representatives of countries and specialized
institutions in Africa and selected UNCCD national focal poi nts, with the major
objective of developing and adopting a detailed work programme. 

Consultancy US$   6,250
Travel of participants US$   8,940
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65. The meeting for the formal launch of the third TPN, on the promotion of
rational use of rangelands and the development of fodder crops, is planned to be
held in November 2001 in Nairobi, Kenya.  The meeting will be attended by
representatives of specialized institutions in Africa and selected UNCCD national
focal points, with the major objective of developing and adopting a detailed work
programme. 

Estimated travel of participants US$ 100,000
Estimated travel of staff US$  10,000
Estimated contractual services US$  10,000

Regional coordination unit

66. The results of the activities of the regional coordination unit for Africa,
hosted by the African Development Bank (AfDB) in Côte d’Ivoire, have included
supp ort to the launch activities of TPNs, the facilitation of inter-agency
coordination, and the elaboration of joint work plans with various institutions in
Africa, as well as participation at the national, subregional and regional meetings.

Staff costs 1 January 2000 - 30 June 2001 US$ 145,998
Travel of regional coordinator up to 30 June 2001 US$  27,532
Local staff costs through AfDB for the secretarial
  services of the regional coordination unit US$  11,087
Estimated staff costs to 31 December 2001 US$  58,600
Estimated staff travel to 31 December 2001 US$  10,000

Regional meetings of African focal points

67. The fourth regional meeting of African national focal points was held in
Algiers, Algeria, in October 2000.  The main results of the m eeting were a review
of the status of national, subregional and regional action programmes and an overall
assessment of the progress achieved in the implementation of the Convention in the
region.  The meeting was also used for re gional preparation and coordination of
positions regarding the main issues to be discussed at COP 4.

68. Following the 2000 focal points meet ing, the Gl obal Mechanism organized,
jointly with the UNCCD secretariat, a workshop on resource mobilization for the
Northern African subregion.  The results of this consultative meeting were clearly
defined strategies for resources mobilization for supporting the implementation of
the Convention in the Northern Africa subregion.

Travel of participants US$ 144,599
Grant to Algeria for local costs US$   4,000
Travel of staff US$  15,358

69. The fifth regional mee ting of African national focal points will be held in
August 2001 in Maputo, Mozambique.  The main expected results of the meeting will
be a review of the status of national, subregional and reg ional action programmes
and an overall assessment of the progress achieved in the implementation of the
Convention in the region, especially with regard to the decisions taken by COP 4 and
the recommendations made by the inter-sessional Ad Hoc Working Group.  The meeting
will also review the is sues on the agenda of COP 5, and afford an opportunity for
the coordination of the positions of the Group. 
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Estimated travel of participants US$ 200,000
Estimated travel of staff US$  20,000
Estimated local costs US$  20,000

Facilitation of implementation at the regional level total US$ 888,855

4. Facilitation of implementation at the interregional level

70. During the second interregional Africa - Latin America and the Caribbean
forum, held in Timbuktu and Bamako, Mali, in March 2000, several countries from both
regions submitted detailed proposals and identified participants and partners for
interregional cooperation.

71. The main result of the meeting was a programme of technical and scientific
exchanges and the adoption of the Declaration of Principles and Commitments.  A
significant outcome of the forum was the enhanced cooperation between African and
Latin American partners in the fight against desertification and drought, through
the exchange of experiences, expertise and practices, among other things.  The role
of traditional knowledge in the sustainable management of natural resources was also
discussed.

Travel of participants US$   68,318
Travel of staff US$   24,057

Facilitation of implementation at the interregional

 level total US$   92,375

Facilitation of implementation in the Africa region

 actual expenditures as at 30 June 2001 US$ 1,257,566

Estimated expenditures to 31 December 2001 US$   628,600

TOTAL  US$ 1,886,166

C.  Facilitation of implementation and coordination in the Asia region

72. When considering the subprogramme on the facilitation of implementation and
coordination in the Asia region, it should be noted that prior to the approval of
the Regional Annex for Central and Eastern European countries by the COP in December
2000, some activities to support these countries were also being undertaken by this
subprogramme.

1.  Facilitation of implementation at the national level

National awareness seminars

73. National awareness seminars are planned by the Philippines and Papua New
Guinea in the second half of 2001.  Consideration is also being given to holding a
seminar in  Thailand.  These three countries have recently joined the Convention and
have requested assistance in organizing seminars to review the status of national
policies for combating desertification, tackling land degradation, mitigating the
effects of drought and exploring effective measures for enhancing the impacts of
such policies as part of UNCCD implementation at the national level.
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Estimated travel of staff US$  20,000
Estimated contractual services US$  15,000

National reporting

74. At its fourth session, the Conference of the Parties examined reports from
affected country Parties of regions other than Africa.  To facilitate national
reporting, a help guide was developed.  National reporting was supported in 28 Asian
and Central and Eastern European countries.   

Grants to 28 countries US$ 117,895

75. Subregional workshops on national reporting were organized during the spring
of 2000 for West Asian countries in Beirut, Lebanon, for Central Asian and Eastern
European countries in Almaty, Kazakhstan, and for other Asian countries in New
Delhi, India.  The meeting in New Delhi was held back-to-back with a meeting on
thematic programme network 2.  In the workshops, the national focal points, together
with relevant subregional organizations, reviewed the key issues of the reporting
process. 

Grant to Lebanon US$   4,000
Travel of participants US$   6,837
Consultancy US$   2,020
Travel of staff US$   9,792

76. Two consultants assisted in preparing the compilation document for COP 4 and
in reviewing the methodological implications of the reporting process.

Consultancy US$  13,852

77. Twenty-seven of the assisted countries, in addition to ten other affected
country Parties from Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, submitted their reports in
due time for the COP, bringing the total to 37 national reports from countries of
the region.  The subregional meetings provided a platform for the countries to
express their views on the reporting exercise and particularly on the usefulness of
the help guide.  A synthesis of information for each subregion was compiled for COP
4 documentation.

78. The elaboration of the national reports contributed to greater national and
public awareness of desertification and enhanced cooperation at the national level.
At the international level, the consideration of the reports at the Conference of
the Parties and at the Ad Hoc Working Group to review the implementation of the
Convention provided development partners with information on the problems and
possible solutions with regard to combating desertification in the countries of the
regions.

National action programmes and capacity building

79. Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan were assisted in strengthening their
national focal points.  The objective of institutional support to national focal
points was to strengthen their role in coordinating national activities, commencing
or finalizing the process of preparing national action programmes, and establishing
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a better understanding between the stakeholders of the nature and value of land and
scarce water resources in affected areas and of the need to work together towards
their sustainable use. 

80. The assistance provided at the national level catalyzed coordination, NAP
preparation and the wider involvement of all stakeholders, including women and
youth, as well as NGOs.  The process of preparation of the subregional action
programme to combat desertification (SRAP/CD) in the Aral Sea Basin also benefited
indirectly from increased activities at the national level.  The following outputs
are worth mentioning:

• In the Tra nscaucasus, support from the secretariat was critical in
launching the process of preparing the national a ction programme.
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia i nitiated national awareness raising
campaigns and had the Conv ention translated into their respective
official languages.  Subcontracts were given to national NGOs to develop
collaboration between the public sector and the state.

• With the assistance provided to the Republic of Moldova, a workshop and
seminars were organized resulting in the finalizing and subsequent
endorsement of the NAP by the Government.  A review on socio-economic
factors contributing to desertification was prepared and utilized for
the preparation of the national report for the fourth Conference of the
Parties. 

• In Kazakhstan, a draft of the NAP was prepared and several meetings for
various stakeholders were organized in order to identify national
capacities and needs with regard to combating desertification.  One NGO
was subcontracted to disseminate information on desertification at
community level.

• In Kyrgyzstan, pre parat ion of the NAP was finalized.  In cooperation
with the national focal point, NGOs organized seven seminars on the
socio-e cono mic aspects of desertification.  An awareness raising-
campaign in schools was organized. A national information centre for
NGOs was established.

• In Tajikistan, a national forum was conducted and the NAP was approved.
The text of the NAP was published in Tajik and English languages.  A
review on socio-economic factors leading to desertification was prepared
and published.

• In Turkmenistan, seminars on the UNCCD process were organi zed for
farmers, women and youth.  Financial support was provided to facilitate

the preparation and publication of the magazine Problems of

Desertification.  Three NGOs were subcontracted to organize ecological
training and seminars.

• In Uzbekistan, assist ance was provided for the orga nization of
awareness-raising seminars in local communities and schools; four
seminars were organized to review the socio-eonomic impacts of
deserti fica tion and matters relating to the implementation of the
Convention.
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Grant to Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Uzbekistan,
 the Republic of Moldova, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
 Tajikistan and Turkmenistan US$  218,000
Travel of staff US$   16,000

81. Seven South-East and South Asian countries have requested catalytic assistance
in organizing national workshops to review draft texts of the national action
programmes for combating desertification, land degradation and mitigating the
effects of drought.  The countries requesting assistance are Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Viet Nam.  The national workshops will take
place in the second half of 2001.

Estimated grants US$   70,000
Estimated travel of staff US$   15,000

Consultations for partnership agreements

82. The coordination meeting on partnership agreements and resource mobilization
for the implementation of the Convention in China took place in June 2001, in
Beijing.  The meeting initiated a dialogue between China, donor governments and
international organizations on potential partnerships towards the implementation of
the UNCCD. 

83. A follow-up mechanism was established whereby donor representatives present
in China will coordinate with the State Forestry Administration on potential
cooperation during the coming year.  It is expected that improved communication
between the Government of China and the relevant donor agencies on UNCCD matters
will assist in mobilizing the necessary additional funds for the implementation of
China’s NAP. 

84. The subprogramme for Asia has also provided assistance and policy coordination
in the assessment of progress for the NAP process in other regions.

Travel of staff US$    2,506

85. The So uth Pac ific island workshop on the integration of priority activities
relating to combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought into the
country support strategies in the context of the impleme ntation of the ACP-EU
partnership agreement took place in May 2001, in Apia, Samoa. 

86. The workshop articulated the UNCCD policy objectives and the ACP-EU agreement
implementation process.  In the workshop, participants discussed the priority
activities related to combating land degradation and mitigating the effects of
drought and measures to integrate these priority activities i nto the A CP-EU
partnership agreement.  The workshop produced a number of recommendations, which are
helpful in buttres sing the Pacific island countries’ efforts to promote the
effective implementation of policies and activities to combat desertification and
mitigate the effects of drought.  

Travel of participants US$   22,479
Contractual services US$    3,214
Travel of staff US$    9,408
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Synergies between conventions

87. The national forum on combating desertification and promoting synergistic
implementation of interlinked multilateral environmental conventions took place in
Ulan Bator, Mongolia, in June 2001.  The meeting aimed at mobilizing public support
and people’s involvement in combating desertification in Mongolia and addres sing
interlinked policy objectives.  At the forum, the participants reviewed the overall
implementation of the UNCCD, the CBD, the UNFCCC, the Convent ion on Migratory
Species and the Ramsar Convention.  Concrete field projects were also examined in
order to identify multiple environmental and socio-economic benefits emanating from
these projects.  Discussions on livestock and pasture management centred on poverty
eradication, rural agriculture development and the creation of income-g ener ating
opportunities, were considered to be part of important related policy objectives.
The forum formulated proposals for future activities on the subjects of
participatory agro-forestry and soil conservation in dry land communities,
integrated land-based resources management and nature reserves in dry zones.

Stakeholder workshops on combating desertification in provinces in Mongolia and

China

88.  Support is planned for the organization of workshops which will enable local
stakeholders in selected rural areas in dry land zo nes to formulate effective
methods for combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought through
enhanced ecosystem management, in particular invo lving community-driven silvo-
agroforestry.  It is expected that the outcomes w ill be subm itted for further
reviews in the ongoing dialogues among North-East Asian countries in promoting
mutual collaboration in the areas of combating desertification and mi tigating the
effects of drought.

Estimated grants US$   50,000
Estimated travel of staff US$   15,000
Estimated contractual services US$    5,000

Facilitation of implementation at the national level total US$  616,003

2. Facilitation of implementation at the subregional level

89. Further to the request of five Central Asian states (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan), a ministerial meeting on the preparation
of a subregional action programme to com bat dese rtification (SRAP/CD) in the Aral
Sea Basin was organized in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, in July 2000.  The ministers decided
that the SRAP/CD should be prepared through an appropriate consul tative process
including the participation of interested developed country Parties to the UNCCD and
relevant international organizations.  A m ajor goal of the SRAP/CD would be to
harmonize, complement and incr ease the efficiency of national action programmes.
The ministers requested the UNCCD secretariat to convene, when appropria te, an
international conference with a view to adopting the SRAP /CD.  The meeting was
followed by a meeting of experts which agreed on the main elements of the SRAP/CD
and on the possible areas of cooperation within the framework of the programme.  In
April 2001, the working group of national coordinators on the SRAP/CD was convened
in Almaty, Kazakhstan.  The group agreed that preparation of the text of the SRAP/CD
should be finalized as soon as possible.

Estimated consultancy US$   10,000
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90. The subregional action programme for West Asia was finalized and officially
adopted at a meeting in the United Arab Emirates in February 2000.  The SRAP
document consists of a framework paper defining the SRAP’s organizational structure
and broadly outlining activity areas.

Travel of staff US$    3,706

91. A South Pacific island workshop on combating land degradation and mitigating
the effects of drought was held in Apia, Samoa, in May 2001.  The workshop aimed at
reviewing the status of implementation of the Convention in the P acific island
countries.  The workshop participants proposed initiatives on early warning systems
to mitigate the e ffects of drought and on agroforestry and water harvesting as
priority measures against land degradation.  These proposed initiatives are intended
to invigorate activities at country level and to promote subregional collaboration
among the Pacific island countries.

Travel of staff US$    9,409
Travel of participants US$   22,479
Contractual services for local logistic support US$    3,214

Facilitation of implementation at the subregional level total US$   48,808

3.  Facilitation of implementation at the regional level

Regional action programme

92. The regional action programme for Asia consists of six thematic programme
networks (TPNs), which aim to address the most acute desertification-related
problems, faced by the region.
 
93. The TPN 1 meeting in Tokyo in June 2000 resulted in the identification of
specific technical steps necessary for produ cing a regional desertification map.
It also discussed benchmarks and indicators for desertification mon itor ing and
assessment and allowed for brainst orming on the future launching of the TPN 1 Web
site by the Chinese host institution. 

Travel of participants US$   57,309
Travel of staff US$   11,957

94. The pr oduction of the regional desertification map will be completed in two
and a half years.  A group of experts from the region submitted 24 technical reports
describing the monitoring and assessment systems in their respective countries.  The
proceedings of the T okyo meet ing were published by the UNCCD secretariat.

95. China’s TPN 1 task manager  was supported to undertake the following activities

of TPN 1: 

(a) Web site development and maintenance;  

(b) Expert consultation on benchmarks and indicators; 

(c) Study and information collection on dust storms in North-East Asia.  

Grant to China US$   31,100
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96. A small-scale expert consultation on unified benchmarks and indicators is
scheduled for late November or early December 2001.  A group of experts from Asian
countries specialized in remote sensing technology, in addition to Japanese and
Chinese experts, will meet in Beijing to draft the first set of unified benchmarks
and indicators for monitoring and assessment for Asia and the Pacific region.  The
agreed benchmarks and indicators will then be sent to other TPN 1 member countries
for their review and comments.  This expert meeting is seen as an important step
towards the development of a regional desertification map in Asia.

Estimated travel of participants US$   35,000

97. TPN 2 on agroforestry for Asia was launched at a meeting organized in Delhi,
India.  The network aims to support national efforts to develop sustainable
agriculture in arid and semi-arid areas and to facilitate the exchange of
information and technical expertise at the regional level.

Travel of participants US$   59,278
Consultancy US$    5,252
Travel of staff US$   13,599

98. The Delhi meeting reviewed the proposal for the TPN 2 framework and
operational activities.  Furthermore, the participants interacted with the host
institute’s scientists and staff members.  A consultant assisted in the preparations
for the meeting, including the preparation of background documentation.

Grant to India US$    8,000
Consultancy US$   18,853

99. A TPN 2 workshop will be convened in India in the second half of 2001.  The
workshop will aim at reviewing dryland agroforestry and soil conservation practices
and techniques in the TPN 2 member countries and will produce a draft status report
on this subject.  The workshop will also review a draft fra mework for the TPN 2
information network, which is intended to facilitate information exchange.

Estimated travel of participants US$   30,000
Estimated travel of staff US$   10,000
Estimated consultancy US$    5,000

100. The Asian thematic programme network on rangeland management and sand dune
fixation (TPN 3) was officially launched in Yazd, the Islamic Republic of Iran, in
May 2001.  Representatives from TPN 3 member countries, task managers from other
TPNs, participants from international, regional and intergovernmental organizations,
NGOs and official representatives attended the meeting. 

101. The meeting decided the work programme and operati onal guidelines.  The
Government of Iran made provisions for the full functioning of the TPN 3 secretariat
for the duration of the following five years.

Travel of staff US$    4,837
Consultancy US$    5,000
Travel of participants US$   23,488
Contractual services for local costs US$    3,274
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102. TPN 4 on water resources management for agriculture, which is hosted by Syria,
has continued preparations for its scheduled launch in November 2001.  A consultant
provided capacity training to the task force and assisted in analyzing the
questionnaires submitted by interested country Parties.  An expert meeting scheduled
to take place in August 2001 will be tasked with drafting the framework paper for
the TPN 4 operational guidelines. 

103. The launch meeting will take place in November 2001 in Damascus.  Ten affected
Asian country Parties have so far expressed their interest in becoming active
members of this network.  The launch meeting is expected to provide a platform for
discussion on the operational guidelines as well as to formulate decisions on future
pilot activity areas.

Estimated grants US$   15,000
Estimated travel of participants US$   30,000
Estimated travel of staff US$    5,000
Estimated consultancy US$   10,000

104. In order to promote NGO initiatives in the regional action programme for Asia,
a project was devised by the NGO SCOPE, which aims at establishing a best practices
database on projects and programmes relating to the six thematic programme networks.
The database will be finalized in November 2001 and integrated into the regional
action programme site of the UNCCD Web site. 

Grant to SCOPE US$    5,000

Regional coordination unit

105. The regional coordination unit for Asia is hosted by the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in Bangkok, Thailand.  The unit
participates in facilitating implementation of the UNCCD, through the provision of
information on activities in the region and technical assistance for implementing
subregional and national activities.

Staff costs through ESCAP in relation to salaries and related
costs of the regional coordinator and operational costs in
2000 US$  144,552
Staff costs through ESCAP for the salaries and related costs of
the regional coordinator and operational costs in 2001 to
30 June 2001 US$  103,799
Travel of regional coordinator US$    4,789
Consultancy US$    6,060
Estimated salary to 31 December 2001 US$   80,000
Estimated travel to 31 December 2001 US$   10,000

106. The unit has greatly facilitated cooperation with other Asian regional
institutions, thereby contributing to better coordination of policy initiatives on
sustainable development.
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Regional meeting of Asian focal points

107. The third regional meeting of Asian focal points was organized in November
2000 in Bangkok, Thailand.  The meeting focused on national reporting and
preparations for COP 4, as well as on future steps to be taken with respect to the
regional action programme (RAP). 

Travel of participants US$   49,839
Contractual services provided through ESCAP US$    3,000
Travel of staff US$   23,481
Documentation US$   11,500

108. The Global Mechanism organized a consultation on partnerships for effective
implementation of the Convention back-to-back with the focal points meeting.

109. The fourth regional meeting of the UNCCD national focal points in Asia took

place in Ulan Bator, Mongolia, in June 2001.  The meeting was intended to provide

a forum for the sharing of information and the exchange of views, and to promote a
consensus on salient issues of UNCCD implementation in Asia.  Discussions focused
on matters such as the overall status of UNCCD implementation in Asia, including the
development of NAPs and regional thematic programme networks (TPNs), subregional
activities relevant to UNCCD implementation, interregional collaboration between
Asia and Africa for combating desertification, and preparation for COP 5.

Grant to Mongolia for local costs US$   14,850
Travel of participants US$   78,276
Travel of staff US$   15,082

Facilitation of implementation at the regional level total US$  932,175

4. Other meetings

110. The workshop on land degradation/desertification in Central and Eastern Europe
was organized in May 2000 in Brussels, Belgium.  The main objectives of the workshop
were to review problems of land degradation and drought mitigation in Central and
Eastern Europe, to assist countries of the region in the process of accession to the
UNCCD and to raise awareness of the benefits which could be gained from
participation in the Convention.

Travel of participants US$   62,939
Consultancy, printing of documentation US$   18,811
Contractual services US$   10,697
Travel of staff US$    5,724

111. The workshop highlighted the extent of the threat of land degradation in the
region and explored how joint responses could be facilitated within the Convention’s

framework.   The workshop came to the conclusion that there is a need to ensure wider

participation in the Convention by countries of Central and Eastern Europe, since
the Convention provides a sound basis for national and joint regional actions by all
affected countries to combat land degradation and drought.
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112. A workshop on global environment conventions was held in The Hague,
Netherlands.  The workshop reviewed options for maximizing synergies between global
environmental conventions. 

Travel of staff US$      591

113. The third Asia - Africa forum on combating desertification was held in Ulan
Bator, Mongolia, in June 2001 to review UNCCD implementation in both continents and
to explore concrete measures for promoting UNCCD implementation through
interregional collaboration.  Discussions were held on a variety of issues.  They
included NAP implementation, synergistic implementation of interlinked environmental
Conventions, early warning systems, interregional collaboration through regional
thematic programme networks, capacity building, human resources development,
development of a  roster of experts and inventories of institutions.  

Travel of participants US$    79,092
Grant to support logistical costs US$    14,850
Travel of staff US$    11,909

Interregional level total US$   204,613

Facilitation of implementation in the Asia region

  actual expenditures for the biennium as of 30 June 2001 US$ 1,371,599

Estimated expenditures to 31 December 2001 US$   430,000

TOTAL US$ 1,801,599

D.  Facilitation of implementation and coordination in the Latin
America and Caribbean region

1.  Facilitation of implementation at the national level

National reporting

114. At its fourth session, the Conference of the Parties examined reports from
affected country Parties of regions other than Africa.  To facilitate the reporting
process, 26 countries of the Latin America and the Caribbean region were provided
with technical assistance and financial support.

Grants to 26 Latin American and Caribbean countries US$  142,537

115. Five regional consultants assisted countries in the preparation of their
national reports.  They gave technical advice on the structure and content of the
reports.  A two-day meeting for the consultants and national coordinators was
organized in Mexico in cooperation with UNEP/Regional Office for Latin America and
the Caribbean (ROLAC) with the aim of analysing the implementation of the help
guide, as well as a detailed review of the experiences of the African Parties in
national reporting and NAP preparation.

Travel of participants US$    9,271
Consultancy services, including travel in the region US$   78,760
Travel of staff US$   12,722
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116. A consultant assisted in the compilation and synthesis of national reports for
COP 4. 

Consultancy US$   26,215

117. All thirty Latin American and Caribbean country Parties submitted their
reports to the COP in due time.  

118. The elaboration of national reports contributed to greater national and public
awareness on problems relating to desertification, and enhanced cooperation at the
national level.  At the international level, the presentation of the reports at the
fourth Conference of the Parties provided information on the difficulties
encountered, and possible solutions, with regard to combating desertification in the
affected countries of the regions.

Awareness raising

119. National coordinating bodies and the focal points were assisted in the
organization of national awareness raising seminars and follow-up activities in
Jamaica, Venezuela, St. Vincent, St. Kitts and Nevis, Grenada, St. Lucia and
Surinam.  Colombia will hold its awareness-raising seminar late in 2001.  Support
to Jamaica had already been allocated in 1999.

Grants to support the national seminars US$   40,000

120. The aim of this activity was to ensure that key stakeholders at the country
level are aware of the objectives and provisions of the Convention, particularly
those groups involved in policy making and natural resource users at grassroots
level, including women’s groups, youth, parliamentarians and key Government
officials, as the fundamental basis for the NAP elaboration process. 

121. To date, seven Latin American and Caribbean co untries have finalized their
NAPs.  The governments in these countries have approved the NAP framework as the
mechanism for Convention implementation involving the various stakeholders.
Furthermore, three countries are planning to finalize the elaboration of their NAPs
during 2001.

122. Further national forums are being planned by Guatemala and Jamaica.

Grant to Jamaica US$   25,000
Grant to Guatemala US$   25,000
Estimated travel of staff US$   20,000
Estimated consultancy US$   20,000

123. The objectives of these forums are: 

(a) To have the NAP endorsed by governments as the tool for implementing the
Convention at the country level;

(b) To integrate the NAPs into the overall national development planning
process as well as to coordinate the NAPs with other natural resources and poverty
eradication initiatives in the countries.
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Consultations on NAP implementation

124. The main objectives of the consultative process in the Latin America and the
Caribbean region are: 

(a) To integrate the NAPs into sustainable development strategies;

(b) To launch consultative processes to address the key issue of resource
mobilization to support implementation of the NAPs.

125. As a starting point, in October 2000 a workshop on resource mobilization for
UNCCD implementation in the region was organized, aiming at fostering partnership
building.

126. In the light of the recommendations made by several regional and international
meetings with regard to mainstreaming the NAP process, the UNCCD and the African
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) secretariats jointly organized a workshop in Kingston,
Jamaica, in May 2001 for Caribbean country representatives.  Participants were the
UNCCD national focal points from Ministries of Environment or Agriculture, and the
national authorizing officers (NAOs) for the European Development Fund (EDF) from
Ministries of Finance or Planning. 

127. The main outcome of the meeting was that for the first time UNCCD national
focal points and NAOs were brought together in order to discuss and agree on ways
and means for a better integration of UNCCD activities into country support
strategies.  Discussions made it clear that a close collaboration between their
respective institutions is of major importance in order to mobilize resources for
activities relating to combating desertification.

128. The UNCCD-ACP meeting was followed by a one-day consultation among those
participants representing countries that had finalized their NAPs.  The main
outcomes of the consultation were recommendations on:

(a) Integration of NAPs into national development strategies;

(b) Mobilization and empowerment of stakeholders at local level;

(c) Organization of donors consultative forums.

129. The costs for the Jamaica UNCCD-ACP meeting in May 2001 and the back-to-back
national focal point consultations, were as follows: 

Travel of participants US$   24,790
Travel of staff US$    6,126
Grant to Jamaica for local costs US$   12,000

130. Some countries, such as Bolivia, Cuba, El Salvador and Venezuela, are planning
to organize national workshops on synergistic implementation of interlinked
multilateral environmental  agreements, with the objective of generating a country-
driven process for achieving synergies at the field level.

Estimated grants US$   50,000
Estimated travel of staff US$   20,000
Estimated consultancy US$   10,000
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131. The development of an integrated natural resource management plan for the
Cauto River Basin in Cuba was supported.  The plan focuses on selecting pilot
drought-prone areas within that river basin.  The plan is expected to provide some
basis for the implementation of the NAP in Cuba.
 

Grant to Cuba US$   15,000

Facilitation of implementation at the national level total US$  537,421

2.  Facilitation of implementation at the regional level

Regional action programme

132. The Regional Information Network on Drought and Desertification for Latin
America and the Caribbean (DESELAC) is part of the regional action programme.  It
aims at providing different stakeholders of the region with means for efficient and
easy exchange of information. 

133. DESELAC has been operating for more than two years, involving focal points as
well as academic and NGO communities in most countries of the region.  Further
development of the network will enhance the results already gained and allow for
necessary expansion and improvement.  

134. During 2001, the further development of DESELAC includes strengthening of the
DESELAC network in a way which guarantees sustainable communication among focal
points.

Estimated grants US$   38,000

Regional coordination unit

135. The regional coordination unit for the Latin America and the Caribbean region
is hosted by the UNEP regional office in Mexico.  Through the unit, the secretariat
has been providing information on activities in the region, as well as technical
assistance for implementing subregional and national action programmes.

Grant to UNEP for the regional coordination unit US$   45,000
Estimated travel of staff US$   15,000

Regional meeting for Latin American and the Caribbean focal points

136. The sixth regional meeting for the UNCCD country Parties of Latin America and
the Caribbean was organized in October 2000 in El Salvador.  The meeting focused on
the preliminary review of the national reports as well as on the development of
national, subregional and regional activities.  It also examined other topics on the
agenda of COP 4.

Grant to El Salvador for local costs US$   10,000
Travel of participants US$   59,992
Logistical costs US$    2,000
Consultancy US$    3,704
Travel of staff US$    4,812
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137. The seventh regional meeting will be held in August 2001 in La Serena, Chile.
It aims at strengthening important issues on NAP preparations, such as the use of
benchmarks and indicators, the effective use of traditional knowledge and case
studies of pilot projects as well as cooperation among the countries of the region.
It will also address the issues that were raised during the intersessional meeting
of the Ad Hoc Working Group.

Estimated travel of participants US$   60,000
Estimated travel staff US$   20,000
Estimated contractual services US$   10,000

Other meetings

138. A workshop on soil salinization took place in Cuba in June 2001.  The meeting
gathered representatives from countries of the region in order to discuss concrete
projects for addressing specific problems in soil salinization in Africa and Latin
America and the Caribbean.  A consultant was employed to assist in the preparation
of the background documentation and the organization of the workshop.

Consultancy US$    5,050
Grant for organizing the meeting in Cuba US$   10,000
Travel of participants US$   26,181

139. A workshop on watershed management will take place in Caracas in September
2001, at which the region’s national focal points for the UNCCD are expected to take
part.

Estimated travel of participants US$   81,000
Estimated travel of staff US$   20,000
Estimated contractual services US$   10,000

Facilitation of implementation at the regional level total US$  420,739

Facilitation and implementation in the Latin America and

Carribean region

Actual expenditures for the biennium as at 30 June 2001 US$  584,160

Estimated expenditures to 31 December 2001 US$  374,000

TOTAL US$  958,160

E.  Facilitation of implementation and coordination in the
Northern Mediterranean region

1. Facilitation of implementation at the national level

140. At its fourth session, the Co nference of the Parties examined reports of
affected country Parties of r egions o ther than Africa.  Developed country Parties
have reported to the COP on their support to the implementation of the Convention
in regions other than Africa. 
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141. A consultant was hired to assist in the compilation and synthesis of national
reports of developed country Parties, as well as those of the Northern Mediterranean
affected country Parties.

Consultancy US$    6,190

142. The consideration of the reports by the Ad Hoc Working Group provided Parties
with recommendations on closer cooperation between stakeholders regarding
implementation of the Convention.

2. Facilitation of implementation at the regional level

143. Ministerial and focal points meetings of the Group of Annex IV countries were
organized in Murcia, Spain, in June 2000.  In these meetings participants considered
the further development of the regional action programme (RAP).  The national focal
points were mandated to work as a regional coordination committee in preparation for
the RAP.  The setting up of the thematic programme networks (TNPs) reflecting the
regional priorities was also approved.

144. These meetings contributed to advancing the elaboration of the RAP one step
further, as a regional coordination committee for the Group of Annex IV countries
was established.

Travel of staff US$    1,331

145. A focal points meeting was held in Brussels, Belgium, in September 2000.
Participants discussed the preparation for COP 4, as well as the related European
Union expert group meetings.  Following the discussions within the focal points
meeting, a presentation by the European Commission on the main projects relating to
desertification in the Mediterranean area was organized in November 2000.

Travel of staff US$      740

146. These meetings allowed the participants to exchange views on the preparation
for COP 4, and to discuss the specific role of the Northern Mediterranean countries
as affected developed countries. 

147. The secretariat also assisted in the preparation and organization of the
fourth ministerial meeting on the Group of Annex IV countries, as well as the
technical meeting on social participation to combat desertification, which were held
in Rome, Italy, in February 2000, in conjunction with the meeting on synergies
referred to below.

148. A ministerial meeting of the Group of Annex IV countries was organized in
Ancona, Italy, in March 2001.  During the meeting, the work programme of the Group
for the next two years was discussed.  The subject of the participation of other
Northern Mediterranean countries was also discussed.   

Travel of staff US$      814

Facilitation of implementation at the regional level total US$    2,885
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3. Activities at the interregional level

149. An interregional workshop on synergies between the UNCCD, CBD, UNFCCC and
Forest Principles in the Mediterranean was organized in Rome, Italy, in February
2000.  Participants from Annex IV countries, as well as from Northern African
countries, exchanged views on promoting synergies in the formulation and
implementation of NAPs, and on fostering collaboration on this matter between both
sides of Mediterranean. 

Travel of participants from Northern African countries US$   19,854
Travel of staff US$    1,723

150. The main result of the meeting was to initiate discussion on linkages between
conventions in different regions around the Mediterranean.

151. A conference on the future of the Mediterranean rural environment was held in
May 2001 in Turkey.  Participants sought to identify the main threats and problems
related to sustainable land use and management.

Travel of staff US$    1,739

152. The main result of the conference was a strengthened cooperation between
academic and business communities, as well as policy makers, from different parts
of the Mediterranean.

153. The fourth meeting of the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee of the Ramsar
Convention was held in Portugal in June 2001.  The need for establishing linkages
between the UNCCD and the Ramsar Convention and the possibility of developing joint
pilot projects at the national level were among the issues discussed during the
meeting. 

Travel of staff US$    1,299

Interregional level total US$   24,615

Facilitation of implementation in the Northern Mediterranean

 region 

Actual expenditures for the biennium as at 30 June 2001 US$ 33,690

Estimated expenditures to 31 December 2001 0

TOTAL US$   33,690

F.  Facilitation of implementation and coordination in
Central and Eastern European countries

154. Before the adoption of the Regional Implementation Annex for Central and
Eastern European countries by COP 4 in December 2000, the  activities to support
countries in Central and Eastern Europe were carried out under the Asia
subprogramme. 
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1. Facilitation of implementation at the national level

Assistance in accession to the Convention

155. Support to the accession process was provided to one country in the region to
translate the text of the Convention into its official languages, Bosnian and
Serbian.

Grant to the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina US$    2,000

National action programme

156. Support to the NAP process was provided to one country in the region to
finalize the process of NAP preparation.  It is expected that the NAP in Georgia
will be approved in 2002.

Grant to Georgia US$   15,000

Facilitation of implementation at the national level total US$   17,000

2. Facilitation of implementation at the regional level

157. The workshop of Central and Eastern Europe on drought mitigation was organized
in Budapest, Hungary, and the grant was used to publish its proceedings.

Grant to Hungary for local costs US$     4,999

158. Support will be provided for the organization of a regional meeting for
countries from Central and Eastern Europe which are Parties to the Convention, to
be held in Prague, the Czech Republic, in September 2001.

Estimated travel of participants US$    40,000
Estimated travel of staff US$     5,000
Estimated contractual services US$     5,000

159. It is expected that as a result of this meeting the process of accession to
the Convention by the countries of the region will be completed in 2002, thus
providing a basis for further developing regional cooperation to combat
desertification and land degradation.  This meeting will also help the countries to
agree on possible approaches for implementation of the Convention at the national
level.

Facilitation of implementation at the regional level total US$    54,999

Facilitation of implementation in Central and Eastern

European countries 

Actual expenditures as at 30 June 2000 US$    21,999

Estimated expenditures to 31 December 2001 US$    50,000

TOTAL US$    71,999
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Facilitation of implementation and coordination, Grand total

Actual expenditures as at 30 June 2001 US$ 3,269,014

Estimated expenditures to 31 December 2001 US$ 1,482,600

GRAND TOTAL US$ 4,751,614

G.  External relations and public information

1. Inter-agency and synergistic coordination activities

160. The UNCCD secretariat continued its efforts toward strengthening cooperation
and effectively building synergies with other conventions, United Nations bodies,
and international, governmental and non-governmental organizations.  In this regard,
the secretariat extensively used the service of its liaison facility in New York.
The liaison officer attended meetings with the GEF, United States of America
government officials and NGOs based in Washington, D.C.

Salary of the New York liaison officer US$   120,748
Travel of the New York liaison officer US$    35,929
Estimated salary of the New York liaison officer US$    15,000
Estimated travel of the New York liaison officer US$    10,000

161. Expert advice was sought for reporting on activities in the context of the
Conference on Least Developed Countries, promotion of UNCCD activities and
supporting media activities, GEF reporting and General Assembly matters.

Consultancy, including travel of consultants US$    16,472

162. As part of the preparations of the UNCCD for the World Summit on Sustainable
Development, to be held in September 2002 in South Africa, a panel on eminent
personalities will be organized.  The panel will meet three times to discuss, study
and develop recommendations on the crucial linkages between poverty and environment,
in the context of the implementation of the UNCCD.

Estimated travel of participants US$    40,000
Estimated travel of staff US$    20,000
Estimated consultancy US$    20,000

Inter-agency and synergistic coordination activities total US$   278,149

2.  Coordination with non-governmental organizations

163. NGO representatives convene a one-day, preparatory workshop before each
Conference of the Parties.  During the workshop, non-governmental representatives
prepare their contributions to the two half-day dialogue sessions to be held within
the official work programme of the COP.

Grant to "AG Desertifikation" (Working Group on Desertification)

 for the organization of the one-day, preparatory workshop
 before COP 4 US$    10,000
Estimated grant US$    10,000
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164. The third meeting of the International NGO Network on Desertification -  Latin
America and the Caribbean (RIOD-LAC) was organized in May 2001 in Havana, Cuba, to
analyse, from the NGO perspective, the status of the UNCCD implementation process
in the region and the functioning of RIOD-LAC.  Seventeen representatives from the
non-governmental community of 15 countries of the region attended the meeting and
decided to give a new structure to the network for Latin America and the Caribbean.

Travel of participants US$    23,920
Grant to Pro Naturaleza for logistical costs US$     9,900

165. A regional consultation for African NGOs will be held in Maputo, Mozambique,
in August 2001 within the framework of the national focal points meeting.  The
meeting will analyse, from the NGO perspective, the status of the UNCCD
implementation process in the region and the possibilities for enhancing cooperation
between the NGOs.

Estimated travel of participants US$    60,000
Estimated travel of staff US$    20,000

166. The work of Earth Action was supported in order to raise awareness of the
Convention in developed countries through civil society organizations and other
relevant institutions.

Grant to Earth Action US$    40,000

167. Friends of the Earth, Ghana, organized a national workshop in March 2001 on
the responsibility of civil society, governments and donor agencies in the combat
against desertification in Ghana.

Grant to Friends of the Earth US$    12,000

168. The Zambia Alliance of Women organized a national training of trainers in
January 2001 on capacity building for the different stakeholders and informed the
participants of the outcomes of COP 3 and preparations for COP 4.

Grant to the Zambia Alliance of Women US$     7,830

169. Sahel Defis organized a seven-day event in February 2001 on the occasion of
the official launch of UNCCD field implementation activities out of its first “Green
Centre of the Sahel” built in the oasis of Djomga in Northern Burk ina Faso.  The
main objective was to gather support for the Convention by d rawing na tional and
international attention to local civil society initiatives which can have a
sustainable impact on village people in drought-affected areas of the Sahel.

Grant to Sahel Defis US$    3,000

170. In conformity with the letter and spirit of the Convention, the NGO community
aims to channel its input effectively towards the formulation and implementation of
national action programmes and to assist in the implementation of the Convention
through various capacity-building and awareness-raising activities.

Estimated expenditure relating to grants US$    50,000

Coordination with non-governmental organizations total US$   246,650
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3.  NGO participation in UNCCD meetings

171. In conformity with provisions of the Convention and relevant COP decisions,
the NGO community is actively encouraged to participate in the fourth session of the
Conference of the Parties.

Participation of representatives from the NGO community
 in COP 4 US$  132,593
Participation of representatives from the NGO community in
 the Ad Hoc Working Group in Bonn, Germany, March-April 2001 US$   19,723

Estimated expenditures for the participation of 60

 representatives from the NGO community in COP 5 US$  240,000

NGO participation in UNCCD meetings total US$  392,316

4.  Public information activities

172. UNESCO and UNCCD have jointly launched a project to prepare an information kit
on desertification to be used by school teachers in countries affected by
desertification.  The grant covers the conception, design, printing and production
of posters in three languages as well as printing and distribution costs of the kit.

Grant to UNESCO US$    43,700
Contractual services US$     3,492

173. Public information activities are expected to cover, inter alia, publication
of the UNCCD newsletter, printing of information material, production of memorabilia
material and support to the participation of journalists in the fifth session of the
COP.

Estimated contractual services for graphic layout and 
 translation US$    10,000
Estimated expenditure on printing of newsletters/information
 kits and on the production of memorabilia for COP 5 US$    20,000
Estimated expenditure to support the participation of the
media in COP 5 US$    15,000

174. Public information activities are expected substantially to increase public
awareness of the UNCCD process, desertification in the world, and its relationship
with other environmental issues, in particular biodiversity and climate change.

Public information activities total US$    92,192

External relations and public information

Actual expenditures as at 30 June 2001 US$   479,307

Estimated expenditures to 31 December 2001 US$   530,000

TOTAL US$ 1,009,307

- - - - -
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