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President: Mr. Han Seung-soo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (Republic of Korea)

The meeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m.

Agenda item 29

Follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit

Report of the Secretary-General (A/56/326)

Letter from the Secretary-General to the
President of the General Assembly (A/56/422)

The President: I should like to inform Members
that, in a letter dated 13 November 2001 addressed to
the President of the General Assembly, the Permanent
Representative of Iceland to the United Nations, in his
capacity as Chairman of the Group of Western
European and other States for the month of November,
requests that the Assembly hear in plenary meeting a
statement by the observer of Switzerland in the debate
on agenda item 29, “Follow-up to the outcome of the
Millennium Summit”.

In view of the importance attached to the issue
under discussion, it is proposed that the General
Assembly take a decision on that request. May I take it
that there is no objection to the proposal to hear a
statement by the observer of Switzerland in the debate
on agenda item 29?

It was so decided.

The President: Before inviting representatives to
speak on the agenda item, I wish to draw attention
briefly to its background.

As we all know, last year’s historic Millennium
Summit produced the Millennium Declaration, and as
follow-up the General Assembly adopted resolution
55/162, which requested the Secretary-General, among
others, to prepare a long-term “road map” towards the
implementation of the Millennium Declaration. The
Secretary-General’s road map is before us, in document
A/56/356.

In this regard, I would like to thank the Secretary-
General and his Special Adviser, Mr. Michael Doyle,
for preparing this comprehensive report in good time
for our consideration. I believe that the road map
provides us with not only a useful survey of ongoing
activities of the United Nations, but also a solid
foundation and benchmark on which we can proceed
with the implementation of the Millennium Declaration
in the coming years.

As this session of the General Assembly is the
first after the Millennium Assembly of last year, the
task before us requires our renewed sense of
responsibility, particularly in the implementation of the
Millennium Declaration. We need to maintain the
political will and momentum of the Millennium
Summit and to take a comprehensive and balanced
approach in carrying out and following up the
Declaration.

The Millennium Declaration has set out the future
direction for the United Nations in the new era. It
covers the whole spectrum of areas where our
Organization is playing a role for the sake of the peace
and prosperity of mankind. Thus, its implementation
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can be effective only through participation by and
cooperation among all actors in international relations,
including States, the United Nations system,
intergovernmental organizations, international
organizations, regional organizations and civil society.

In this sense, I would like to remind
representatives of the great expectations for our debate
today held by many observers all over the world, as
well as by ourselves within the United Nations.

On that note, I now wish to invite the speakers on
the list to take the floor.

Mr. Fedotov (Russian Federation) (spoke in
Russian): The Millennium Summit has confirmed the
confidence of the international community that the
United Nations and its Charter continue to serve as a
solid basis for the formation of a stable and prosperous
world.

We welcome the Secretary-General’s plan to
implement the Millennium Declaration, aimed at
strengthening the United Nations as a central
mechanism for collective regulation of international
relations in the context of globalization. We consider it
important that it reflects the understanding of the need
for a comprehensive strategy for the international
community to solve the urgent problems of the present
day. We support the draft resolution prepared by the
President of the General Assembly, which establishes a
mechanism to review efforts to implement the
outcomes of the Millennium forums.

The Secretary-General was right to emphasize
issues pertaining to the maintenance of international
peace and security. Their effective solution, with the
United Nations in the leading role, is becoming a
prerequisite for sustained and balanced development of
the international system in the interests of all States.

Without neutralizing common threats in the field
of security and without ensuring strategic stability in
its broad sense, it is impossible to create conditions
favourable for solving other equally urgent problems in
the areas of dynamic and non-discriminatory social and
economic development, poverty eradication and the
protection of human rights and the environment.

Today, it is obvious to everyone that terrorism
and the political and religious extremism that feeds it
are the worst enemies of the international community.
Russia has consistently supported active efforts to
counteract any manifestation of terrorism and

extremism at the national, regional and global levels.
We are doing everything necessary, including in Russia
itself, to fully implement the anti-terrorist resolutions
of the General Assembly and the Security Council,
including in particular Council resolutions 1373 (2001)
and 1377 (2001), which have provided broad
opportunities to mobilize the efforts of the international
community to address this threat.

A powerful trend towards united efforts to
counteract terrorism has been shown in the activities of
the international anti-terrorist coalition. Russia is one
of its responsible participants. The fact that the
coalition was created with the United Nations playing a
consolidating and coordination role based on a solid
foundation of international law is of fundamental
importance.

The joint fight against terrorism has begun to
yield its first results, for example in Afghanistan. It is
important that together we consolidate the success of
the military counter-terrorism operation by accelerating
the process of reaching a political settlement of the
Afghan conflict under United Nations auspices. That
was the aim of the recent Security Council resolution
1378 (2001), which was adopted unanimously.

The social, economic and humanitarian tasks
facing the United Nations also require joint efforts by
Member States and by other actors in international
relations, including the private sector and
representatives of civil society. Much remains to be
done to eradicate poverty and to promote economic
growth and sustainable development. Russia is firmly
committed to the noble goal of eliminating poverty
from the world. To the extent possible, we are making
a tangible, practical contribution to accomplishing this,
including through a significant write-off of debt owed
by the world’s poorest countries.

Russia intends to continue to take practical steps
to support the fight against the spread of HIV/AIDS
and other dangerous infectious diseases, for example
through support for the global HIV/AIDS and health
fund that has been set up.

On the basis of the broadest possible cooperation
within the United Nations, Russia will continue
actively to implement the decisions of the Millennium
Summit so that they can be of genuine benefit to the
international community.
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Mr. Bishnoi (India): We thank the Secretary-
General for the comprehensive road map provided in
his report (A/56/326) on the implementation of the
Millennium Declaration. That report provides a
satisfactory analysis of the state of play on the various
goals which were agreed upon a year ago and outlines a
large number and a wide variety of further steps which
we can take. The Secretary-General can do no more.
The Millennium Declaration can be implemented only
by Member States.

The Millennium Declaration acknowledges the
collective responsibility of the international community
and identifies key objectives in six broad areas. Of
special significance to the majority of members of the
General Assembly are those which are now known as
the millennium development goals. These are not new
targets set by the Millennium Summit. They are targets
which derive from the global conferences of the 1990s.
The Summit provided an opportunity, which together
we chose to seize, to reaffirm our shared commitment
to the achievement of those goals.

We agree with the Secretary-General that what is
needed now is not any further elaboration of plans of
action. That has already been done by the global
conferences. The requirement now, as has been pointed
out, is to move from an era of commitment to an era of
implementation. This, however, cannot happen, and
none of the Millennium development goals can be
achieved, unless significant additional resources are
made available. The Secretary-General has noted that
there is a special obligation on more fortunate countries
and that wealthier nations must adhere to their
promises. He says that

“Those that fail to honour these commitments
must realize that they are failing also in the
responsibility, which they have solemnly
recognized, ‘to uphold the principles of human
dignity, equality and equity at the global level’.”
(A/56/326, para. 10)

We would add that those who fail to honour their
commitments must realize that they also fail to honour
multilateralism, that they detract from its legitimacy
and that they erode the faith which developing
countries have placed in it.

It helps to speak with numbers. The overarching
millennium development goal is to halve the proportion
of people living in absolute poverty by 2015. The
Rural Poverty Report 2001 of the International Fund

for Agricultural Development finds that the goal will
not be met. The attainment of that goal requires that 30
million people must escape extreme poverty every year.
However, only 10 million are able to do so. This is a
finding which pre-dates the terrorist attacks of 11
September. Those attacks, the World Bank projects,
will lead to pulling 10 million people below the
absolute poverty line of $1 a day. In other words, not
only is movement towards the overarching millennium
development goal unsatisfactory, but there is, in fact,
no movement at all.

The Millennium Declaration calls upon
industrialized countries to grant more generous
development assistance. That has not been done. The
road map, strangely, recommends as a strategy the
consideration of steps for making aid programmes
more efficient. That is odd. The way forward has been
clearly identified by the High-level Panel on Financing
for Development — the Zedillo Panel. It has been
translated into the figure of an additional amount of
$50 billion every year. The only strategy that is now
required is to make the forthcoming International
Conference on Financing for Development a success.
Success would mean the Conference agreeing upon
specific measures which would ensure the availability
of stable and predictable financing for development
and for poverty eradication. Success would contribute
to the achievement of a wide range of other goals as
well, from those which relate to reducing the effects of
natural disasters to those which deal with peace and
security. As we have often said, it is endemic poverty
and lack of economic development that constitute the
most important factors fuelling conflict. With nearly
half the world’s population living on less than $2 a day,
we do not have the setting either for social and political
stability or for harmony.

One of the development goals in which success,
albeit very limited, has been achieved is that which
relates to encouraging the pharmaceutical industry to
make essential drugs more widely available and more
affordable by all who need them in developing
countries. Manufacturers of HIV-related medicines
have, as we are aware, agreed to reduce the cost of
such medicines by 85 per cent to 90 per cent in some
countries. India can rightfully claim credit for that
achievement. The United Nations had been discussing
this issue with the world’s leading pharmaceutical
companies for a number of years. That, however, did
not yield any result. It was not until generic
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manufacturers from India placed themselves on the
front pages of newspapers all over the world and
offered the chance of saving millions of lives that the
multinationals decided to forsake some of their profits.
We are happy that the ministerial declaration of the
World Trade Organization on the Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights and
public health, which was issued on 14 November, has
firmly placed public health before patents. Public
health problems have also been broadened to include
those resulting from HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria
and other epidemics. The success which has been
achieved clearly shows that the strategy we must adopt
for moving forward cannot be based on any expectation
of altruism on the part of multinational corporations. It
can be based only on the assertion of the right to
affordable essential medicines.

We have set ourselves the goal of ensuring that
the benefits of new technologies, including information
and communication technologies (ICT), are available
to all. We would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate the Secretary-General on the
establishment of the ICT Task Force, which will be
holding its inaugural session tomorrow, 20 November.
The Indian experience is confirmation of the role that
ICT can play in promoting development. The
information technology industry in India has registered
a compounded annual growth rate of more than 42 per
cent over the last five years. Its contribution to our
global exports is 14 per cent; that is projected to rise to
35 per cent by 2008. We wholeheartedly endorse the
strategy which has been outlined for moving forward
through support for human resource development and
institutional capacity-building. India will be a willing
partner in that exercise.

The Millennium Declaration had identified
“Meeting the special needs of Africa” as one of the key
areas requiring our collective commitment. We support
the strategies which have been identified in the road
map prepared by the Secretary-General. It is our firm
conviction, however, that there is no need to reinvent
the wheel. Africa knows its problems better than
anybody else. It also knows the solutions, which it has
articulated clearly over the years, most recently in the
New African Initiative, now renamed the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development. Our strategy for
moving forward cannot be a donor-dictated package.
What Africa requires, and what is incumbent on the
international community in implementation of the

Millennium Declaration, is to support Africa in the
solutions which it has identified for itself.

In the Millennium Declaration we had resolved to
take concerted action against international terrorism.
The terrible events of 11 September have brought home
to us the need for urgency in this action. They have
also brought home the realization that terrorism is truly
an international phenomenon and that it can be tackled
only collectively. Security Council resolution 1373
(2001) provides a framework for collective and
individual action. The strategy for moving forward
should involve the full implementation of the
permanent obligations which it lays down for all
Member States. The early adoption of a comprehensive
convention on international terrorism would also be a
step towards the fulfilment of our pledge in the
Millennium Declaration.

We had also committed ourselves to strive for the
elimination of weapons of mass destruction,
particularly nuclear weapons, and to keep all options
open for achieving this aim. This, in our view, has to
remain our foremost priority. Our strategies need to be
non-discriminatory and transparent, and our approach
truly multilateral and inclusive, if we are to emerge
from the shadows of vulnerability and fear into the
light of confidence and hope.

As an initial step, we had resolved in the
Millennium Declaration to consider the possibility of
convening an international conference to identify ways
of eliminating nuclear danger. India, as a responsible
nuclear-weapon State, brought before the First
Committee two weeks ago — as it has over the last
four sessions of the General Assembly — a draft
resolution on this subject, setting out the strategy for
moving forward.

We had also resolved to take concerted action to
end illicit traffic in small arms and light weapons. The
Programme of Action adopted by the Conference held
last July fell short of our expectations. It needs,
however, to be implemented expeditiously and fully as
a first step in a multilateral process. The strategy for
moving forward would be to build consensus on the
issues which remain outstanding, particularly the
supply of weapons to non-State actors.

Peacekeeping has emerged as one of the most
important and visible areas of work of the United
Nations. We had therefore resolved a year ago to give
the United Nations the resources and tools which it
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needs for the effective discharge of this function. This
has been done. In addition, we also agreed in the
Millennium Declaration to consider expeditiously the
recommendations of the Panel on United Nations Peace
Operations. We did so because we knew that the
endemic problems which plague United Nations
peacekeeping cannot be resolved through the mere
infusion of additional resources. India’s experience of
almost five decades in 35 of the 54 United Nations
peacekeeping operations has led us to the conclusion
that the lessons of Somalia and Sierra Leone have to be
learned if peacekeeping is to be reformed. A principal
lesson is that a genuine and meaningful partnership
between the Security Council, the troop-contributing
countries and the Secretariat is essential. We have, in
the appropriate forum, elaborated on how this
partnership should be developed and on the mechanism
through which it can be implemented.

We resolved, at the Millennium Summit, to
intensify our efforts to achieve a comprehensive reform
of the Security Council in all its aspects. We know that,
even as the Open-ended Working Group completes
eight years of work, there is a need to persevere and
not to be disillusioned by the slow progress which has
been made so far. We need to bear in mind, though, that
the legitimacy and the credibility of the decisions of
the Security Council have been, and will be, questioned
if it is not made more representative of the wider
membership.

In the brief time that is allotted to each
delegation, it is possible to touch on only some of the
issues which need to be raised in this debate. The
issues which I have highlighted today are, in our view,
among those which merit the most urgent consideration
by the Assembly. I must add, however, that India will
participate constructively in the implementation of all
the commitments contained in the Millennium
Declaration.

Mr. Baali (Algeria) (spoke in French): Allow me
at the outset to convey my thanks to the Secretariat for
the high quality of the documents that are before us
today as we consider the follow-up to the outcome of
the Millennium Summit.

However, my delegation is surprised that neither
the Secretary-General nor any representative of his are
present to submit these very important documents or to
hear our comments. I hope that during the course of the

day the Secretary-General will do us the courtesy of
being represented in this Hall.

The report of the Secretary-General, like the
recommendations of the High-Level Policy Network on
Youth Employment, is for us a very valuable source of
information and of ideas about what should be done to
maintain the spirit that prevailed at the Millennium
Summit and to give substance to the decisions
emanating from that meeting.

What emerges right away from the report of the
Secretary-General and which so felicitously coincides
with the spirit and the letter of resolution 55/162 is the
need to adopt an integrated, coordinated, global and
balanced approach and to make use of the existing
structures and machinery for the implementation of the
Millennium Declaration.

We therefore encourage the Secretary-General to
continue to provide coordination at the level of the
United Nations system to help to implement the
Declaration and to find, within the framework of the
Administrative Committee on Coordination, innovative
means of strengthening cooperation and coordination
throughout the United Nations system as a whole.

My delegation would like to reaffirm once again
its particular interest in a periodic evaluation of the
progress made in the implementation of the
Millennium Declaration. This exercise, which, pursuant
to resolution 55/162, is to be undertaken on an annual
and quinquennial basis, will make it possible not only
to evaluate the results achieved but also to take note of
any lacunae in the implementation of the Declaration
and to define strategies for remedying them.

The road map for the implementation of the
Millennium Declaration contained in the report of the
Secretary-General, which describes the current
situation and gives strategic guidelines and reference
points for the implementation of the Declaration, seems
to be in keeping with our own view of the matters in
that it clearly and specifically indicates the approaches
that need to be taken in order to achieve the objectives
set out in the Millennium Declaration.

The road map proposes a strategy to be followed
at the national, regional and international levels in
order to achieve the goals laid down in the Millennium
Declaration in a number of fields: peace, security and
disarmament; development and poverty eradication;
protection of the environment; human rights; protection
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of vulnerable groups; the special needs of Africa; and
the strengthening of the United Nations system.

A report as detailed as that of the Secretary-
General’s road map document obviously requires more
thorough study and consultations in the regional groups
to examine, among other things, the draft resolution
prepared by the President of the General Assembly, of
which we obtained a copy only on Friday, 16
November, through the co-Chairs of the Joint
Coordinating Committee of the Non-Aligned
Movement and the Group of 77.

On Wednesday, 21 November, the Joint
Coordinating Committee will hold consultations to
study the draft resolution that you, Mr. President,
kindly submitted to us. The convening of consultations
is even more timely and necessary because, due to the
hazards of the scheduling of agenda items and the
disruption that has occurred in the organizing of our
work, the debate of this agenda item comes
immediately following a general debate that has taken
all our energies. Therefore, my delegation will for the
moment confine itself to making a few brief remarks
and observations on three aspects of the road map
document.

First, concerning goal 8 of the road map
document’s annex, on developing a global partnership
for development, my delegation welcomes the use of
result indicators but considers that the emphasis should
be placed on how the results of the International
Conference on Financing for Development, to be held
in March 2002 in Monterrey, Mexico, will be
integrated into the overall strategy. The Monterrey
Conference should address important issues such as
removing obstacles to the mobilization of the financial
resources necessary for development programmes in
developing countries, increasing official development
assistance and an effective, global treatment of the debt
problem in low-income and middle-income countries.
The Conference also provides an opportunity for the
international community to translate into action the
commitments for development and poverty eradication
made in the Millennium Declaration.

In this regard, it should be recalled that the
General Assembly stresses, in operative paragraph 4 of
resolution 55/162, the need to

“use ... upcoming events and special sessions of
the General Assembly, as well as related
conferences and events, to the maximum extent

possible in the implementation of the Millennium
Declaration, and requests the President of the
General Assembly to follow up these processes”.

Concerning the specific needs of Africa, my
delegation would like to draw attention to the need,
when the time comes, to integrate into the strategy
proposed in the road map document the mechanisms
that will replace the United Nations New Agenda for
the Development of Africa once the final consideration
scheduled for September 2002 is completed.

With regard to the goal of the Millennium
Declaration

“To reaffirm the central position of the General
Assembly as the chief deliberative, policy-
making and representative organ of the United
Nations, and to enable it to play that role
effectively”, (resolution 55/2, para. 30)

my delegation has always advocated the full exercise
of the Assembly’s prerogatives and can only regret that
the strategy proposed in the road map document has
restricted the actions to be taken in this regard to a
simple rationalization of the Assembly’s working
methods. We believe that priority should be given to
strengthening the General Assembly’s role and its
relations with the other principal organs of the
Organization, particularly the Security Council.

My delegation also welcomes the Secretary-
General’s praiseworthy initiative of launching, in
collaboration with the World Bank and the
International Labour Organization, a Youth
Employment Network. When the heads of State and
Government decided in the Millennium Declaration “to
develop and implement strategies that give young
people everywhere a real chance to find decent and
productive work” (ibid., para. 20), they were conscious
of the devastation that unemployment and
underemployment cause for young people, their
families and their communities. Beyond the economic
problems, the waste of human capital and the social
exclusion it causes, unemployment also feeds the sense
of frustration and despair among young people,
sometimes to the extent that they succumb to crime,
prostitution and violence.

In this context, we welcome the quality of the
work by the 12 members of the High-level Panel of the
Youth Employment Network. The Panel’s report
contains recommendations and guidelines that in our
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view can contribute to the implementation of a new
international partnership for full employment for young
people. The originality of those recommendations of
the High-level Panel must be stressed. They are based
on a new approach that treats the influx of young
people into labour markets as an asset with enormous
potential for economic and social development, rather
than as a problem or curse.

In conclusion, my delegation would like stress the
attention we plan on giving to these two important
reports, and in general, to the question of the follow-up
of the Millennium Declaration.

Mr. Fall (Senegal) (spoke in French): Beyond the
symbolism of the Millennium Summit in marking our
passage into the third millennium, that September 2000
event was a major turning point in the United Nations
chapter of the history of humankind. In perfect
harmony, our heads of State and Government played
the score of universalism, stressing the cardinal values
and principles that must now underpin international
relations: freedom, equality, solidarity, tolerance,
respect for nature and the sharing of responsibilities.

Rooted in sublime values and noble principles,
the Millennium Declaration stated the strategic goals
that we intend to make our own in this globalized,
complex and interdependent world that is both united
and divided: peace, security and disarmament;
development, the environment and poverty eradication;
human rights, democracy and good governance; the
fight against racism and xenophobia; the equality of the
sexes, the rights of the child and the protection of other
vulnerable groups; the fight against international
terrorism and transnational crime; and accession to the
relevant international conventions.

This last commitment, beyond resolution 1373
(2001), is of immediate importance and more urgent
than ever before. We have no choice but to redouble
our efforts to conclude, as soon as possible,
negotiations on a comprehensive convention on
international terrorism.

Globalization — or, more precisely, the
humanization of globalization — is indeed a challenge
of great consequences. We must act collectively to
channel and transform globalization into a positive
force benefiting all humanity, instead of allowing the
developing countries, particularly in Africa, to suffer
the negative effects of marginalization and exclusion,

which are a Procrustean bed giving rise to frustration
and sometimes the most hate-filled outbursts.

How, in these conditions, can we make the
process of globalization more unifying, democratic and
inclusive? How can we further integrate the countries
of the South into the global economy, and what
strategies should be employed so that globalization
becomes the shared patrimony of humankind?

Since the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the
World Trade Organization (WTO), just held in Doha,
has taken up these existential and normative questions,
Senegal voices the hope that the soon-to-be-announced
new cycle of multilateral trade negotiations will
provide innovative and pragmatic responses to the
eternal call for access to markets for all, in strict
respect of the rules of the game by all.

Senegal fully subscribes to Secretary-General
Kofi Annan’s strategy and road map for the
implementation of the Millennium Declaration. We
have to act in concert, in the spirit of solidarity, shared
responsibility, justice and equity, in order to
significantly improve access to the markets of the
developed world for the agricultural products of
developing countries by eliminating the obstacles to
trade and by promoting awareness of the need to
protect the nascent industries and the agriculture of the
African countries. This is a fundamental requirement
and an inescapable precondition in promoting food
security and economic development — in short, in the
framework of human security, which is a concept so
dear to our Japanese friends.

This would be only fair. It is difficult for us to
understand the paradox that was so aptly pointed out by
the President of the Republic of Senegal, who said,

“The countries of the North spend a billion
dollars a day to prop up their agriculture, while
asking us to agree to open our meagre markets to
the competition of their subsidized products;
furthermore, their high productivity means that
they can utilize techniques that are beyond our
reach.”

The universal objective of reducing poverty by
half by the year 2015 could be achieved, despite
tendencies in the opposite direction, if the wealthy
agreed to make it possible for the poor to have the
minimal conditions to enjoy sustained economic
growth and agreed to support their national plans for
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combating poverty and hunger by encouraging an
increase in production in general and food production
in particular; by improving access to markets for their
agriculture products; by increasing investment in the
health and water sectors; and by helping the affected
countries to acquire the necessary capacity to stem the
dizzying spread of HIV/AIDS and other infectious
diseases. This requires an exceptional mobilization of
additional resources to finance development. It requires
a fundamental revision of the debt/debt-rescheduling/
overindebtedness triangle and an overhaul of official
development assistance, which is exponentially
decreasing even while remaining the principal source
of financing for the least developed countries.

Analysing these experiences, one realizes today
that the unceasing aid/credit duality and the infernal
cycle of indebtedness and rescheduling that follows can
no longer ensure financing for the development of the
countries of the South. What is important now, when
the capital markets have tremendous funds available to
them, is to explore new ways and means of financing.
Consequently, Senegal ardently hopes that the
International Conference on Financing for
Development, which will be held next year in
Monterrey, Mexico, will respond to our legitimate
expectations.

Even if the rumblings of progress have been
heard here and there, we are still a long way from the
commitments that have been proclaimed urbi et orbi
regarding the African problem. Senegal welcomes the
fact that the Secretary-General has made this his
leitmotif and his priority. My country recognizes and
hails the meritorious efforts that Kofi Annan has made
to place Africa at the top of the world agenda.

It is our duty and responsibility to support the
Secretary-General’s initiatives in order to give concrete
effect to the decisions of the Millennium Summit, so
that the strategies contained in document A/56/326 will
enable humanity’s oldest continent to become more
harmoniously integrated in the globalized world
market. This is the essential purpose of the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD),
instituted by the African heads of State and
Government at their Summit last July in Lusaka.

The unique aspect of NEPAD is that it was
conceived by Africans themselves for Africa. Based on
the concept of self-reliance, thinking and acting by
oneself and for oneself, this breakthrough strategy has

highlighted the priorities of the continent. It contains
pragmatic and realistic objectives, including making up
the resource deficit, increasing internal savings and
attracting private external capital in order to finance
infrastructure, agriculture, education and health — in
short, to pave the way to sustainable and endogenous
development in Africa, in peace and security.

In this connection, I am pleased to announce that,
at the request of the five initiators — Algeria, Egypt,
Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa — and with the
support of our development partners, my country will,
during the first quarter of 2002, host an international
conference in Dakar on the financing of NEPAD.

In speaking of the specific needs of Africa, we
cannot shy away from the thorny question of conflict
prevention and settlement, the problems involved in the
consolidation of peace and the management of post-
conflict situations or the disquieting equation of illicit
traffic in arms and the proliferation of small arms and
light weapons.

It is important to strengthen cooperation between
the United Nations, the Organization of African Unity
(OAU), the League of Arab States and the Organization
of the Islamic Conference, to step up support for the
OAU Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management
and Resolution and to support its Peace Fund.

In the same spirit, it is of crucial importance to
continuously follow up the implementation of the
relevant recommendations of the Secretary-General
contained in his report entitled “The causes of conflict
and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable
development in Africa” (A/52/871).

In the future, the Security Council must continue
to play its essential part by paying the requisite
attention to peace in Africa, by becoming more directly
and specifically engaged in peacemaking,
peacekeeping and post-conflict peace-building
operations.

It is equally urgent to implement the important
recommendations contained in the Ibrahima Fall report,
which deals with the situation in West Africa. In this
connection, Senegal very much appreciates the very apt
decision taken by the Secretary-General, and supported
by the Security Council, to open a United Nations
Office for West Africa in Dakar. As a Senegalese, I am
very pleased to confirm that arrangements are now
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being made to grant to that Office all the facilities that
it requires to function properly.

The international community’s solidarity and
support are essential if we are to deal with the spread
of HIV/AIDS in Africa. While Senegal, as the
Secretary-General has emphasized, has managed to
limit the rate of infection to less than 2 per cent, AIDS
unfortunately continues to ravage a number of fraternal
countries, to destabilize economic and social structures
and to undermine development efforts.

This is why it is of vital urgency for all to
implement the Declaration of Commitment adopted by
the twenty-sixth special session of the General
Assembly, devoted to this epidemic, and to support the
efforts of the African leaders to implement the Abuja
Declaration, which was adopted in April 2001, at the
end of the meeting of African Heads of State on
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other contagious
diseases.

Similarly, my country welcomes the Secretary-
General’s appointment of a Special Envoy for
HIV/AIDS in Africa, and my country appeals to donor
countries to provide sufficient financial resources for
the Global AIDS and Health Fund. We believe the
same attention should be paid to malaria, which kills
more than a million people a year in Africa, most of
them children.

The Millennium Summit also addressed the
questions of human rights, democracy and good
governance. As a member of the Commission on
Human Rights and the Commission on the Status of
Women, Senegal welcomes the almost universal
consensus that has been achieved with regard to the
urgent need to protect and promote human rights,
ensure equality and equity between genders, and
defend the rights of children, religious and ethnic
minorities, migrant workers and members of their
families, and refugees and displaced persons and so on.

The World Conference against Racism and Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,
which was held in Durban in August and September
2001, forcefully reaffirmed those various needs. My
delegation supports the strategy proposed by the
Secretary-General designed, among other things, to
ensure respect for the rights of the human being
everywhere and in all circumstances and to promote a
world campaign for the universal ratification of human
rights instruments.

I shall conclude my remarks shortly, but first I
would like to welcome Mr. Kofi Annan’s fortunate
initiative to establish a Youth Employment Network.
The important recommendations formulated by the 12-
person High-level Panel deserve our favourable
consideration. Those recommendations emanate from
the commitments entered into during the Millennium
Summit to build a better world and to ensure full
employment for young people. The Assembly will
recall that the question of the employment of young
people was at the centre of concerns of the fourth
session of the World Youth Forum of the United
Nations System, which my country had the honour of
hosting last August. Through me, Senegal would like to
say that it is particularly pleased with the creation of
the Network by the Secretary-General and officially to
reiterate its willingness to be among one of the first
pilot countries.

Today more than in the past, the United Nations
has at its disposal a package of programmatic
information and strategic guidelines to carry out a
sacred mission: to ensure international peace and
security and promote social and economic development
through international cooperation. Those guidelines
and recommendations were very well defined by the
Millennium Summit, which brought together the largest
number of heads of State and Government in the more
than 50 years of our Organization’s existence.

There is no need to reinvent the wheel. The
question now is to proceed to take action while always
keeping our main concern in mind, namely, to
strengthen the common tool we have in the United
Nations in order to make it more democratic and to
expose it to the positive inspiration provided by new
types of global partnership in the clear interest of the
peoples of the United Nations.

Mr. Aboul Gheit (Egypt) (spoke in Arabic): One
year ago, at the largest gathering in the history of the
United Nations, some 190 heads of State and
Government and delegations gathered to adopt the
Millennium Declaration, which defined a new formula
for international relations and for the future of the
entire world. We are meeting today to discuss a
document that is no less important, namely, a clearly
defined road map leading to the implementation of the
United Nations Millennium Declaration. At the outset,
I would like to express our appreciation for the
valuable report prepared by the Secretary-General on
ways and means of implementing the Declaration.
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Given the limitations of time and the size of the
report, I shall simply provide an outline of Egypt’s
position. Our full position will be expressed in the
proceedings of the various Main Committees of the
General Assembly and in the consultations on the draft
resolution. My remarks today will be confined to a
single subject. That subject is the issue of how the
report may be used to achieve one of the Charter’s
basic purposes and principles that is an integral part of
the whole array of diverse and complex issues, namely,
achieving world peace and security and the relationship
between peace and security and the eradication of
poverty.

In recent weeks we have seen on the international
arena quickly developing events with far-reaching
consequences that have claimed the lives of many
innocent victims. The silver lining to those events may
be the resulting world unity in confronting terrorism,
which runs counter to all religions, laws and beliefs.
The time may have arrived to do some soul-searching
and to learn the lessons of those crises by pursuing a
comprehensive vision that would take into account the
significant linkage between action at the national and
international levels and the various interrelated factors
that have a direct impact, negative or positive, on
global conditions. No one can enjoy stability if there is
not development for all; sustainable development for
all will remain unattainable without a joint
international effort that addresses the root causes of
problems. Merely to address symptoms and mete out
temporary solutions will not suffice.

It is commendable that the report of the
Secretary-General has focused on the need to uphold
the rule of law and to take measures against
transnational crime. Talking about efforts for
development and stability will be ineffective without
the rule of law and the cooperation of the international
community in combating organized crime and all other
forms of international crime, primarily terrorism. In
that regard, we welcome the statements in the report
regarding the early entry into force of the Statute of the
International Criminal Court. That would constitute a
great humanitarian step towards the achievement of the
universal implementation of human rights and the rule
of law.

We also wish to commend the report for referring
to the 1999 statement by the Secretary-General
regarding compliance by United Nations peacekeeping
forces with international humanitarian law. This step

underscores the fact that international humanitarian law
applies not only to forces operating in conflict areas,
but also to conflicts themselves and to the practices and
policies of parties to a conflict.

While we welcome the call on all States to accede
as soon as possible to all international conventions
regarding the fight against terrorism, we nevertheless
wish to reiterate Egypt’s call for an international
conference to examine ways to combat terrorism
through joint international efforts to coordinate and
cooperate to drain the sources of terrorism and uproot
its cells and networks. We also call for speedy
completion of the draft comprehensive convention to
fight terrorism by focusing in a balanced manner on the
convention’s primary objective of ensuring peace,
security and stability for mankind, and the right of all
peoples to fully achieve their aspirations.

Among other things, recent events have
demonstrated beyond a doubt that poverty,
backwardness and the decline in growth rates all
provide a fertile ground for terrorist cells to spread
their destructive ideas and to fuel hatred and conflict
among societies.

Egypt therefore stresses that the eradication of
poverty and the achievement of sustainable
development are equally the responsibility of all of us,
both North and South. This will require all of us to
forge a genuine international partnership, anchored in a
true awareness of our common destiny, and to seek,
due to the interdependence of nations throughout the
world, to fulfil the objectives agreed upon and set out
in the Millennium Declaration and in the outcome
documents of the United Nations conferences and the
special sessions of the General Assembly of the past
decade.

We welcome the report’s recommendations
relating to ways and means of achieving the objectives
of the Millennium Declaration. However, there is a
need for greater balance regarding the workings of the
institutional mechanisms at the international level so as
to ensure that the democratic deficit in the decision-
making process is addressed. We must also redouble
our efforts to ensure the genuine participation of the
developing countries in those mechanisms. That goes
to the heart of sound governance, the achievement of
which — as world leaders agreed within the framework
of the Millennium Declaration — is important at both
the national and international levels.
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Today more than ever, we must realize that the
phenomenon of globalization is creating serious
challenges as a result of the exacerbation of poverty,
the inequitable distribution of wealth within or among
States and the serious fluctuations in the performance
of international financial markets. As the Secretary-
General rightly said in his report, integration into the
world economy is not in itself a magic wand that can
ensure sustainable development; it must be
accompanied by measures taken at both the domestic
and international levels.

Egypt would like to stress that while the outcome
of the Doha summit was modest as far as the
developing countries were concerned, the developed
countries still have a chance to shoulder their
responsibilities and maintain the credibility of
multilateral international action.

Perhaps the International Conference on
Financing for Development and the World Summit on
Sustainable Development, which are scheduled to take
place next year, will bring about the progress that we
all desire. We also hope that the international
community will show how serious it is about
addressing the challenges of poverty and combating
desertification and the degradation of soil — problems
that affect developing countries in particular, especially
in Africa, where according to statistics over 70 per cent
of its poor population live in rural areas. The
international community must reaffirm its commitment
to helping developing countries by fully implementing
the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification.

Studies have shown that halving by 2015 the
number of people in Africa who live in absolute
poverty would require the economy of the continent to
grow at an average annual rate of at least 7 per cent.
That would require us to bridge the financial gap,
which exceeds 20 per cent of regional gross domestic
product. We wonder where the continent will be able to
obtain all the resources it needs, given the current trade
and financial systems. What is required right now are
not academic exercises diagnosing poverty, but a
multidisciplinary approach to the problem that
addresses international trade issues, official
development assistance and foreign direct investment
and provides a drastic solution to the issue of foreign
debts of developing countries. I welcome the comments
in the report regarding the need to take into account the
special needs of Africa and to make full use of the New

African Initiative in mobilizing international efforts to
support the development of Africa.

In closing, I would like to refer to another danger
that imperils humankind: the growing health crises.
Given the growing global awareness of the problem of
HIV/AIDS, we must also pay adequate attention to
diseases that are closely related — opportunistic
infections that attack patients when their immune
system has collapsed, in particular tuberculosis, new
strains of which are very difficult to treat. Suffice it to
say that 40 per cent of people infected with HIV/AIDS
in Africa are also suffering from tuberculosis, which is
a major cause of death for HIV-infected people.
Malaria is also responsible for the high death rate
among children in Africa. Twice as many people are
dying from malaria as from HIV/AIDS.

We therefore fully appreciate the efforts of the
Secretary-General to establish the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and we express
particular appreciation to all those countries that have
contributed to the Fund, which now amounts to $1.5
billion. We hope that the Fund will expand its
operations so as to address all manifestations of the
HIV/AIDS virus in order to curtail its spread.

In this statement we have tried to make a
contribution to the current debate on ways of
implementing the objectives of the Millennium
Declaration through a comprehensive approach that
delves into the substance of the issues and pays special
attention to specifics. Two points have emerged from
the comments we have heard so far — and I am sure
that we will hear them again today and tomorrow.

First, the maintenance of international peace and
security is not an abstract objective that can be
obtained without true belief in the common destiny of
humankind. This belief requires all Member States to
make joint efforts to build a better future through
international cooperation in all areas, in the interests of
security and peace.

Secondly, the best and most comprehensive
declarations and documents cannot be implemented
without genuine collective will and sincere
international resolve to achieve universal, balanced and
just development for the entire international
community.

Mr. Šimonović (Croatia): Last year, we adopted
the United Nations Millennium Declaration, in which
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world leaders made crucial commitments towards
achieving our vision of society in the twenty-first
century. Since then, there have been a number of
important developments that will ultimately have an
impact upon the goals of the Millennium Declaration
and their fulfilment in the envisaged time frame. I am
referring to the tragic events of 11 September and the
common fight against terrorism, as well as the
significant decline in the world economy. However,
these events make the Millennium Declaration goals
even more important and require our additional efforts.

The historic Millennium Summit and the follow-
up to it should continue to be among the priorities of
the fifty-sixth session of the General Assembly. We
have to continue to deal with the commitments made in
the Declaration towards its full implementation. The
United Nations has to be able to deal with the global
agenda, including all the global conferences of the
1990s, through the integrated follow-up to the Summit.
Already, it is disquieting to note that signs of waning
commitment to a truly integrated follow-up to the
Millennium Summit have begun to manifest
themselves. Therefore, full and constant cooperation of
Member States and the Secretariat in the fulfilment of
this goal is essential.

We would like to extend our deepest
congratulations to the Secretary-General for the
remarkable road map towards the implementation of
the United Nations Millennium Declaration. Its clarity
and precision make it an excellent guide and plan of
action for the full achievement of our goals.

Peace, security and disarmament should be at the
top of our priorities. Without peace there can be no
economic and social prosperity. The latest endeavours
within the anti-terrorist coalition have shown that only
if all the Member States are united and show strong
political will can we make a positive breakthrough. In
this regard, special attention should be given to conflict
prevention, strengthening of peacekeeping operations
and disarmament. Croatia is intensifying its efforts to
participate more substantially in peacekeeping
operations and is therefore, for the first time, allocating
appropriate funds in next year’s national budget. The
goal is to step up its contribution from the current level
of military observers to the level of smaller specialized
units.

The work being done in the field of disarmament
is insufficient. Many processes are stalled, especially

those in the field of chemical and biological weapons,
not to mention nuclear weapons. The Croatian
Government treats the issue of disarmament as one of
its priorities. It is especially important because of the
ongoing reform of the Croatian armed forces and
because of the obligations assumed under the regional
framework. We are particularly active in the field of
mine action, and, as a party to the Ottawa Convention,
we will soon fulfil all its requirements.

Year after year we witness significant
developments in the field of human rights law, such as
acceptance of the Optional Protocol to the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW) and the Optional Protocols
to the Convention of the Rights of the Child, as well as
broader acceptance of United Nations norms by
Member States. Together, hopefully, these will finally
lead to the globalization of human rights and a
universally recognized international code of human
rights. As Governments, we must provide the
conditions for their universal acceptance.

The Republic of Croatia attaches great
importance to the protection and the promotion of
human rights, democracy and rule of law. Croatia has
accepted the highest international standards in the field
of human rights by acceding to numerous international
instruments in the field of human rights, including all
six core United Nations human rights treaties. The
Republic of Croatia particularly welcomes the crucial
commitment made by the world leaders towards
promoting gender equality and the empowerment of
women in the Millennium Declaration. My delegation
emphasizes the importance of mainstreaming gender
perspective in the implementation of the Millennium
road map.

The encouraging developments this year in the
sphere of international criminal justice — including the
growing number of States adhering to the Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court (ICC), the
beginning of the trial of Milošević and the steps
towards the establishment of the special tribunals for
Sierra Leone and Cambodia — strengthen our belief
that we are witnessing the forging of a new
international legal order. Croatia ratified the Rome
Statute in March this year, being the first country in the
region to do so. While we will continue to support and
cooperate with the International Criminal Tribunal for
the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), Croatia nonetheless has
a compelling interest in the establishment of a truly
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global and credible International Criminal Court,
founded on the principle of the sovereign equality or
equally reduced sovereignty of all States. With the
possibility of putting the ICC into operation now in
sight, we remain optimistic that — instead of ad hoc
adjudication, which, by its nature, is selective and
limited in reach and, as such, nothing more than a
palliative — the societies of tomorrow will not only be
able to punish, but also to prevent the most atrocious
international crimes through a permanent International
Criminal Court with universal jurisdiction.

Given the great uncertainty the global economy
now must face in the light of recent events, we must
not be deterred in our resolve to keep the development
agenda at the forefront of all areas of the United
Nations substantive agenda and to make it a reality for
everyone.

The spirit of cooperation and solidarity that
emerged after 11 September should be reflected not
only in our fight against terrorism, but in the
eradication of poverty and other social and economic
goals. The institutional capacities and universal nature
of the United Nations place it at the helm of the
international organizations that can bring about, at least
in part, the effective management of globalization. It is
hope of the Croatian delegation that, together with the
other events, the convening of the International
Conference on Financing for Development in Mexico
during March 2002 will keep our commitment on track
and that its mandated outcome will live up to all our
expectations.

As I stressed at the outset, we must double our
efforts. We must commit ourselves to showing stronger
political will and resolve to fulfil the noble goals of the
Millennium Declaration, which are essential for peace,
stability and prosperity in the twenty-first century.
Only by working together can we make a difference.

Mr. De Ruyt (Belgium) (spoke in French): It is
an honour for me to speak on behalf of the European
Union. The countries of Central and Eastern Europe
associated with the European Union — Bulgaria, the
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia — the
associated countries Cyprus, Malta and Turkey, and the
European Free Trade Association (EFTA) countries
members of the European Economic Area Iceland,
Liechtenstein and Norway, endorse this statement.

Fourteen months ago our heads of State and
Government adopted the Millennium Declaration, thus
reaffirming their faith in the Organization and in its
Charter, which are the cornerstones to a more peaceful,
prosperous and just world. The message to the rest of
the world is loud and clear: the principles and values
on which our Organization is founded are universal,
and the objectives that we set for our Organization
cannot be attained unless we all pull together to attain
them.

In their foresight, our heads of State and
Government firmly reiterated that the fundamental
principles that must underpin international relations in
the twenty-first century are freedom, equality,
solidarity, tolerance, respect for nature and shared
responsibilities. Reaffirmation of these values has
assumed its full significance in the world that is now
emerging from the debris of the World Trade Center, as
we have seen particularly at the ministerial meeting on
dialogue among civilizations and during the general
debate last week.

I started by mentioning the Millennium
Declaration because the European Union would first
and foremost like to recall its strong commitment to
this founding document and to the principles and
objectives that it clearly sets out. In this context, the
implementation the Declaration should be faithful to
both the letter and the spirit of the Declaration itself.
We believe that the Secretary-General’s report
presenting a road map for implementing the
Millennium Declaration is a first step towards its
implementation, since it makes a full inventory of the
efforts our Organization must make to help attain the
various objectives.

In fact, in the future we are expecting the
Secretary-General to give us annual progress reports
not only on what our Organization and its specialized
agencies have accomplished with a view to achieving
the objectives of the Millennium Declaration, but also
on the progress of Member States in this regard,
particularly in the framework of the follow-up of major
conferences. In short, we would like the Millennium
Declaration to be the touchstone for any practical steps
taken by the United Nations and its specialized
agencies and by all our Governments.

This calls for more discipline from all of us.
Rationalization of the agenda of the General Assembly
should be the expected outcome. We also need to agree
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on the criteria and parameters for determining progress
made, including at the national level.

The Millennium Declaration gives us an
opportunity to make this multifaceted action more
effective and coherent, with a view to achieving the
objectives that we have set ourselves. The wide variety
of actors involved, particularly in the area of
development and human rights, means that we must set
common markers to indicate the way forward. It is
these markers that we are asking the Secretary-General
to provide on a regular basis, in a succinct and
operational form, particularly concerning the
development objectives that appear in the annex to the
Secretary-General’s report.

We should recall that the objectives of the
Millennium Declaration are ambitious. We cannot lose
time in getting down to work; the European Union is
absolutely convinced of this. We would like this kind
of guidance to be given every year, on the basis of
information available throughout the United Nations
system, including the Bretton Woods institutions and
the World Trade Organization, in the various areas
covered by the Millennium Declaration. Furthermore,
we insist that the other main players — the non-
governmental organizations, civil society and
academia — continue to be duly consulted.

We know that the road leading to the Millennium
Declaration objectives is a difficult one, as it is both
foggy and much travelled. That is why it needs to be
clearly and precisely marked out.

It is also a road with many forks, and it is
essential that we do not take the wrong paths. That is
why we would like to have at regular intervals — in
fact, every five years — a report that is no longer
merely factual, such as the guidance reports, but
political, to enable us to take stock of the situation and
make the necessary decisions in order to take the road
leading us in the best possible way to our final
destination.

The Secretary-General’s report before us has
focused particularly on the Millennium Declaration
objectives for development, and we welcome this
approach, which corresponds to the absolute priority of
the European Union and its development partners.
However, we would like the forthcoming guidance
reports to give consideration specifically to the
objectives of reproductive health in all its aspects.

The Secretary-General’s report proposes
submitting thematic reports each year on current
topics — topics that have been dealt with at major
United Nations conferences. We are in favour of this
suggestion on the clear understanding that it should
aim at ensuring coherence between these conferences
and the general objectives of the Millennium
Declaration, and that it does not lead to duplication
with any monitoring process that might be decided at
those conferences.

Such integrated monitoring will have to be put in
place gradually, while safeguarding the integrity of the
Millennium Declaration and the specific achievements
of the major conferences. From this viewpoint, some
rationalization of the proceedings of the General
Assembly and of its Committees will also be necessary.

The European Union is in favour of the
suggestions made by the Secretary-General for the
thematic reports from 2002 to 2004, the choices having
been made in the light of the activities of the special
sessions and conferences scheduled for the coming
years. However, the emergence of new priorities after
the tragic events of 11 September might justify some
adjustments, which the European Union is perfectly
prepared to consider.

Mr. Posta (Hungary): Hungary fully associates
itself with the statement just made by the representative
of Belgium, who spoke on behalf of the European
Union and its associated countries. Therefore, I would
like to limit myself to only a couple of remarks that
have special significance for my country.

Hungary warmly welcomes the report of the
Secretary-General presented to the General Assembly
on the road map towards the implementation of the
Millennium Declaration. We see it as a logical,
necessary and useful response in order to ensure the
full implementation of the Declaration’s goals. We
reaffirm our conviction that the Millennium
Declaration is an outstanding document containing
commitments of fundamental importance aimed at
improving human conditions in the new century. There
is no doubt that the fulfilment of these commitments
will result in a more secure, just and sustainable world
for our children, and making the United Nations
stronger and more efficient will facilitate the
attainment of this objective.

The goals and strategies outlined in this
document, as well as the proposed actions to
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implement them, enjoy Hungary’s full support. We see
particular merit in the document’s comprehensiveness,
and we support the endeavour to handle these complex
issues in a system-wide approach. Through the
proposed system of annual progress reports and the
quinquennial comprehensive reports, the international
community will be able to follow and monitor what has
already been accomplished and give new impetus to the
implementation of the tasks still ahead of us. This is
why the road map can be used as a primary plan of
action by Member States, as well as by the
organizations of the United Nations system, including
the Bretton Woods institutions, intergovernmental
organizations and other actors of civil society.

The realization of the development objectives of
the Declaration will be a demanding task in the coming
years. The economic and financial consequences of the
tragic events of 11 September for the development of
the world economy will require increased efforts to
avoid a negative impact on development objectives
stemming from the slowdown of economic growth and
increasing unemployment.

Hence, a coordinated and coherent answer is
required from Member States and the United Nations.
We are pleased to see that in many areas, the first steps
have already been taken by the specialized agencies
and various actors to meet these challenges. As an
example, let me refer to the importance of the goal,
formulated in the road map, to develop and implement
strategies that would give young people everywhere a
real chance to find decent and productive work. As
noted by the Secretary-General’s High-level Panel of
the Youth Employment Network:

“In the next 10 years 1.2 billion young women
and men will enter into the working age
population, the best educated and trained
generation of young people ever, a great potential
for economic and social development.”
(A/56/422, para. 4 (i))

In this context, it is proposed to Member States
that they elaborate national strategies on these issues. It
is our common responsibility to explore imaginative
approaches in creating opportunities for the younger
generation, and we are pleased to see support for joint
efforts by the United Nations, the International Labour
Organization and the World Bank in the framework of
the United Nations High- Level Policy Network on
Youth Employment. My country has offered its

financial support and expertise for the activities of the
Network, to be carried out in 10 countries as proposed
by the High-level Panel, and stands ready to participate
in the development of policy recommendations by
sharing its own experience.

Let me reaffirm my Government’s support and
cooperation with regard to meeting the goals and
commitments contained in the Millennium Declaration.
I express my confidence that the draft resolution to be
submitted by the President of the General Assembly on
the follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium
Summit will be adopted by consensus.

Mr. Enkhsaikhan (Mongolia): At the
Millennium Summit, all Member States of our
Organization pledged themselves to development
objectives and reaffirmed their common vision for a
prosperous, peaceful and just world. They adopted the
Millennium Declaration — a historic blueprint for
common action in the new century. The task now is to
devise practical ways and means to attain these noble
objectives. In this regard, Mongolia highly commends
the integrated and comprehensive approach outlined by
the Secretary-General in his report entitled “Road map
towards the implementation of the United Nations
Millennium Declaration”.

My delegation finds the report before us very
useful. We agree with the Secretary-General that at this
stage what is needed is not more technical or feasibility
studies, but rather the political will to carry out the
commitments and implement the strategies already
worked out. The report is simple and yet very
informative. The eight goals, 18 targets and more than
40 indicators given in the report form, in our view, a
good basis for devising the ways and means of
implementing the Declaration as well as for working
out the criteria against which the international
community could assess the progress of
implementation. The Mongolian delegation finds the
background information — including the statistical
data, where available — that is provided for each target
to be very useful. Likewise, we find the strategies for
moving forward to be helpful. On the other hand, we
believe the formulation of some of the goals set out in
the report are too general, and it is difficult to break
down their implementation into stages.

My delegation concurs with you, Mr. President,
that the draft road map provides us with a solid
foundation and benchmark on which we can proceed
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with the implementation of the Declaration in the years
to come.

In his report the Secretary-General proposes to
submit annual reports and comprehensive reports every
five years. My delegation could agree with such an
approach. As to the themes for the reports to be
submitted in 2002, 2003 and 2004, we believe that
some additional consultations would be required before
the Assembly could take a decision on them.

The Government of Mongolia is fully determined
to attain the goals of the Millennium Declaration at the
national level and has been taking concrete steps to that
end. I am pleased to inform the Assembly that earlier
this month my delegation submitted to the Secretary-
General its Government’s memorandum on the
implementation of the Declaration, which can be found
in document A/56/606.

Mongolia’s policy measures to implement the
Millennium Declaration have been drawn from our past
experience as well as from the discussions and
recommendations of a joint conference organized in
September in Mongolia by our Government and the
United Nations under the theme “Forty years of
Mongolia-United Nations Cooperation: Implementation
of the Millennium Declaration”.

The 1992 Constitution of Mongolia reflects the
vision of the fundamental values of freedom, equality,
solidarity, tolerance and respect for nature outlined in
the Millennium Declaration. Furthermore, the principle
of shared responsibility has found reflection in the
basic concepts of national security and foreign policy,
adopted back in 1994. Over the past decade, the
successive Governments of Mongolia have promoted
these goals by mobilizing domestic resources and
drawing on the external experience and assistance of
the international community. As a result, Mongolia has
made real progress in its political reforms.

As to economic reforms, substantial efforts have
been made in fostering a market economy, achieving
macroeconomic stability, advancing privatization and
improving infrastructure. However, we admit that much
still needs to be done.

In addition to the difficulties associated with its
transition, Mongolia’s landlocked location and
ecological conditions pose fundamental challenges to
its economic development and security, making it a
prime case of economic vulnerability. However, to

attain the goals of the Millennium Declaration,
Mongolia needs to accelerate its economic
development. Owing to its heavy dependence on a few
export commodities, Mongolia’s economy remains
highly vulnerable to external shocks and harsh terms of
trade.

Trade represents an important engine of growth
and a means of developing cooperation among nations.
However, because of their geographical location, the
landlocked countries find themselves structurally
disadvantaged when it comes to benefiting equally
from trade liberalization. For this reason, the
Millennium Declaration recognized the special needs
and problems of the 30 landlocked developing
countries, half of which are also least developed
countries. The high transit costs of their exports and
imports negate whatever comparative advantage they
could otherwise have in world trade.

The challenges that landlocked developing
countries are facing are clearly highlighted in
paragraph 156 of the report. My delegation fully agrees
with the conclusion that

“The high transport costs of landlocked countries
imports impose a significant economic burden on
the economies of landlocked countries in the form
of inflated prices of both consumer and
intermediate inputs, such as fuel.”

Although my delegation could agree with the
three strategies proposed in paragraph 157 to address
those challenges and difficulties, and could agree that
the proportion of official development assistance
allocated for the transport sector in landlocked
countries could be taken as an indicator for attaining
the target, we believe that some concrete statistical
target or indicator should be developed so that we can
constantly monitor and assess the implementation of
the goal. In that regard, my delegation, together with
those of other landlocked developing countries, could
provide some specific proposals to the Secretary-
General.

As outlined in the memorandum of the Mongolian
Government annexed to document A/56/606, poverty is
one of the critical issues that Mongolia faces today.
Thirty-six per cent of the population lives in poverty, a
phenomenon that, unfortunately, accompanied our
decade-long process of transition. Between 1994 and
2000, the Government of Mongolia implemented its
National Poverty Alleviation Programme with the



17

A/56/PV.58

support of the international community. The primary
goal of the programme was to halt the growing trend
towards poverty in our country. To that end, more than
13,000 small-scale projects have been undertaken with
the active participation of civil society. A national
survey conducted last year unfortunately showed that
the level of poverty has not been reduced in an
atmosphere of continued economic hardship.

In accordance with the present poverty-reduction
strategy, which is harmonized with and supported by
broad-based, people-oriented and labour-intensive
growth strategies, the Government of Mongolia is
aiming to reduce the number of people living in
extreme poverty by at least 25 per cent by 2005, and to
halve it by 2015, as envisaged in the Millennium
Declaration.

Mongolia is resolved to fully implement the
Millennium Declaration goals. Domestic resources to
meet those goals are limited. External sources of
financing are therefore important. We have no doubt
that the continued support and assistance of the
international community — of both our bilateral and
our multilateral development partners — will remain
crucial in our efforts to achieve the Millennium
Declaration goals. Furthermore, Mongolia hopes that
the upcoming International Conference on Financing
for Development and the World Summit on Sustainable
Development will provide fresh impetus for the
attainment of those goals.

Mongolia has taken the first steps to implement
the goals of the Millennium Declaration. It sees many
challenges ahead in the implementation process.
Nevertheless, Mongolia believes that with political
will, adequate resources, a correct strategy and
cooperation, the noble goals of the Declaration are
attainable. The spirit of partnership and shared
responsibility that shaped the Millennium Declaration
are also essential to translate the vision into reality. To
that end Mongolia is prepared to cooperate closely with
the organizations of the United Nations family, its
fellow members and international financial and
economic institutions.

Mr. Andjaba (Namibia): The Millennium
Summit did not address new problems or reveal new
challenges hitherto unknown to mankind. What it did,
however, was this: world leaders set goals to make the
world better by, inter alia, removing the political and
economic barriers that divide our world into a world of

the haves and another world of the have-nots. They
rekindled the hope and trust of millions that poverty
and deprivation is not their destiny. However, in
paragraph 81 of his report (A/56/326), the Secretary-
General points out the gap between commitments and
their implementation. The commitments made at the
Summit are the first step in the process of
implementing the goals set in the Millennium
Declaration. Our task here, therefore, is to find the
most effective ways and means to transform them into
reality. After all, the Millennium Declaration was
meant first and foremost to transform the lives of those
who live on a dollar a day, those who are born, live and
die in war and those who live in conditions not fit for
humans.

My delegation thanks the Secretary-General for
his report, setting out his road map towards the
implementation of the Millennium Declaration, which
in its totality is important and timely and which
addresses issues in a comprehensive manner. I shall
address some of those issues.

The Secretary-General could not have put it
better: the international community should move from
an era of mere commitment to one of implementation.
We believe that it is in that spirit that we, the Member
States, should consider the strategies recommended in
the report. It is the translation of commitments into
deeds by all Member States that will bring about the
implementation of the Millennium Declaration and thus
distinguish it from the outcome of so many other
gatherings.

Indeed, the number of conflicts has declined
while peace agreements have increased. But that does
not necessarily translate into the end of conflict.
Immense suffering as a result of ongoing armed
conflict still prevails. We must examine the causes in
the context of the role of the Security Council in the
maintenance of international peace and security.

In the context of strengthening the international
rule of law, the period 19 September to 5 October 2001
was earmarked to focus on the rights of women and
children. That event — an invitation to universal
participation in multilateral treaties relating to the
rights of women and children — was scheduled to
coincide with the special session of the General
Assembly on children. While the special session was
rescheduled, the treaty event remains relevant for the
advancement of the status of women worldwide. In that
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regard, we call on Member States to sign the 23
selected treaties on the advancement of women’s and
children’s rights. It is proven that when women
participate in all aspects of their societies on an equal
footing, not only do they benefit as they become
empowered, but the entire society benefits.

Namibia supports the goals of the United Nations
with respect to resolving armed conflict. Indeed, we
must move from a culture of reaction to a culture of
prevention. For now, however, we must adopt an
effective strategy to resolve the conflicts which are
bleeding Africa to death.

The problem does not lie in the lack of fact-
finding missions and confidence-building missions or
in the good offices of the Secretary-General. The major
constraint is that there is a selective approach in the
implementation of the findings of the Security Council.
This issue should be taken into account in the strategies
proposed, with a view to resolving armed conflicts.

Peacekeeping is a vital instrument and an integral
part of the efforts of the Security Council to maintain
international peace and security. Over the years,
peacekeeping has become the responsibility mainly of
developing countries. Currently, 8 of the top 10 troop
contributors are developing countries. What does this
say about the financing of peacekeeping operations?
And, even more poignantly, what can we deduce from
this in terms of the equipment available to the
peacekeepers? Namibia believes, therefore, that, as we
work on peacekeeping reform, financing for
peacekeeping operations and the participation of all
Member States in United Nations peacekeeping
operations should be seriously addressed.

Peace-building is an integral part of
peacekeeping. We have seen that peace-building
measures can indeed facilitate the difficult process of
the demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants.

However, experience has shown that peace-
building is more effective when it commences early
and is carried out on a long-term basis.

Namibia’s position on disarmament is well
known, and we welcome the convening of an
international conference devoted to disarmament. Such
a conference should be convened under the auspices of
the United Nations. While the arms race in outer space
poses real dangers, many of our people are suffering as
a result of the proliferation of small arms stemming

from the illicit trafficking and trade in small arms and
light weapons.

In this context, Namibia supports the holding in
2006 of a United Nations review conference on the
implementation of the Programme of Action of the
United Nations Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small
Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects.

HIV/AIDS continues to create havoc in our
region. The number of AIDS orphans is soaring, and
the challenge is proving difficult. Any strategy aimed
at addressing this scourge and at assisting the most
affected should take into account the situation of AIDS
orphans. We welcome the establishment of the Inter-
agency Task Team on Orphans and Vulnerable
Children, and hope its work can indeed assist in
devising concrete and effective plans to take care of
these needy children.

We have studied the goals and strategies proposed
in the section on meeting Africa’s special needs. It is
one thing — and a very good thing indeed — for
Africa to democratize, but it is quite another to stand
by African countries thereafter. Democratization is not
an end in itself. This is a vital point, for too often we
have seen countries plunge back into civil strife
following the conclusion of successful elections. The
strategies proposed by the Secretary-General in the
area of capacity-building are essential. Let me
emphasize that this support should be long-term, taking
into account the needs of each specific situation. It is
also essential that effective support be rendered to the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) Mechanism for
Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution.

In paragraph 251 of the report, the Secretary-
General states that 33 of the 41 heavily indebted poor
countries are in Africa. Debt relief for Africa is
therefore indispensable for the economies of the
African countries to become viable.

The strategies proposed by the Secretary-General
to tackle HIV/AIDS in Africa, when implemented, will
complement the efforts of African countries
themselves.

The implementation of the strategies to address
Africa’s special needs should bring together the various
initiatives on Africa to complement the implementation
of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.

The General Assembly is the only organ in which
any Member of the United Nations can participate in
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the debate on any issue under discussion. It is the most
open and transparent organ of the United Nations, and
it should stay that way. For example, as we proceed to
consider the possible biannualization of agenda items,
it is important that we draw lessons from similar
exercises we undertook in some of the Main
Committees of the General Assembly. For Namibia, the
fact that the General Assembly is the chief deliberative
policy-making and representative organ implies that its
deliberations on items will reflect its status.

The process of reform of the Security Council
cannot continue indefinitely. We cannot be dissatisfied
with the present composition of the Council, yet,
through our action or inaction, do everything to
maintain the status quo. The working methods of the
Security Council cannot be improved as long as its
structure remains unchanged. The reform of the
Council should therefore be accelerated.

The Economic and Social Council comprises 55
Member States and has been functioning well. Namibia
concurs with the strategies proposed to advance the
work of the Economic and Social Council. However,
we wish to point out that the economic development-
oriented commissions of the Council should be
strengthened. I am referring here particularly to the
Commission on Science and Technology and to the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO). These are among the most important bodies
with respect to the economic development of
developing countries, and the ongoing reform of the
Economic and Social Council should therefore
strengthen them.

We welcome the proposed coordination among
the organs of the United Nations and the need for
Member States to meet their financial Charter
obligations without conditions, in full and on time. We
also concur with the strategies aimed at ensuring the
safety of United Nations and associated personnel.

Namibia is an active member of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, and, as such, we strongly support
the direct engagement of parliamentarians in
substantive issues being addressed by the United
Nations.

We have taken note of the proposals of the
Secretary-General on follow-up reporting, and we will
make comments on them at the appropriate time.

Mr. Abdul Jabar (Malaysia): My delegation is
grateful to the Secretary-General for his comprehensive
report on this item. The Millennium Declaration,
adopted in September last year, was intended to orient
the United Nations to the new realities of the global
environment, to be more proactive and to ensure its
continued relevance to all of its Members, particularly
the developing countries.

Most of the targets of the Declaration are not
new. Many of them were derived from the outcome of
the global conferences held in the 1990s.
Unfortunately, due to a lack of political will, there was
no follow-up on the part of many Member States, who
failed to honour their commitments. We should
therefore welcome the road map that the Secretary-
General has now proposed as an important contribution
towards the implementation of these targets.

Adherence to international law is an important
pillar of the new world order that would characterize
the new century and millennium. In this regard, the
universal acceptance of treaties is of utmost
importance. Malaysia attaches great importance to the
initiatives taken by the United Nations to promote the
rule of law at the international level. We recognize that
treaties are one of the main sources of international
law, and we are gratified that States are increasingly
resorting to treaties to regulate their relations. The
universality and binding force of multilateral treaties
would be enhanced if many States comprising the
international community were parties to such treaties.
We strongly believe that in negotiations to elaborate
treaties, the views of as many countries as possible
should be taken into consideration and all efforts
should be expanded to reach consensus, particularly on
controversial issues, thereby enabling universal
acceptance.

Malaysia has always taken its international
obligations seriously and therefore takes a cautious
approach by undertaking a thorough study before
finally committing itself to a treaty. We welcome the
role of the Secretary-General as depositary of more
than 500 major treaties and commend him in the efforts
he has made to encourage Member States to accede to
those treaties and conventions. We are pleased to
respond by depositing three instruments of ratification
and acceptance at this session of the General Assembly.

My delegation is also pleased to note that there is
increasing awareness of the role of the International
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Court of Justice in the peaceful settlement of
international disputes. This has contributed not only to
the reduction of tension between States, but also to the
promotion of peace and harmony between them,
particularly neighbouring States. In promoting the role
of the world Court, we must adequately equip it to deal
with the dramatic increase in its workload in recent
years. Revitalizing and strengthening the International
Court of Justice would certainly contribute to its
efficiency and enhance its role in the promotion of
justice under international law.

My delegation notes with concern that despite the
ending of the cold war, global military spending has
increased from an estimated $762 billion in 1998 to
approximately $800 billion in 2000. Malaysia strongly
advocates further reductions of armaments, both
conventional and nuclear. We note with alarm the use
of highly sophisticated conventional weapons in many
of the wars of the developing countries, even when
they can hardly afford them.

We believe, however, that the greatest threat to
the survival of humankind is that posed by nuclear
weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, and
we call for serious efforts for their elimination. With
respect to nuclear weapons, we believe that the historic
advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice
on the legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons,
delivered in July 1996, was a positive major
development and a significant contribution by the
world Court to the campaign for nuclear disarmament.
We are gratified that the Secretary-General’s report
made reference to this historic advisory opinion.
Regrettably, it continues to be ignored by the nuclear-
weapon States.

Malaysia and other like-minded countries will
continue efforts for follow-up action to the advisory
opinion in the First Committee. We therefore strongly
support the Secretary-General’s call for the convening
of an international conference to identify ways of
eliminating nuclear dangers. We also support his
continuous efforts to ensure the full implementation of
the Biological Weapons Convention and the Chemical
Weapons Convention and to promote their universality.

Malaysia has completed its destruction of
stockpiled anti-personnel landmines and, therefore, has
accordingly fulfilled its obligations under article 4 of
the Ottawa Convention — the first Asian country to do
so. We remain committed to the attainment of a truly

universal ban on anti-personnel landmines. We remain
firm in our conviction that the humanitarian suffering
caused by anti-personnel landmines far outweighs their
military utility. It remains our hope and expectation
that there will be a stronger political push for the
universal acceptance of this treaty. We call on all States
to favourably consider acceding to the Convention and
make every effort to fulfil their obligations by
eliminating the use of this inhumane weapon.

In the area of peacekeeping, Malaysia welcomes
efforts to strengthen the peacekeeping capabilities of
the United Nations. We also welcome increasing
collaboration between the United Nations and regional
organizations. However, such collaboration with
regional organizations should not lead to an abdication
of responsibility on the part of the Security Council,
whose primary responsibility is to maintain
international peace and security. The United Nations
should not shy away from this Charter-mandated
responsibility simply because a particular conflict
situation is complex.

The Millennium Declaration development goals
highlight 8 goals and 18 targets; we appreciate the
efforts of the Secretary-General in grouping them
together. While my delegation agrees that these goals
represent a partnership between the developed and
developing countries, we reiterate that these goals can
be achieved only with significant financial resources.
We call on developed countries to honour their
commitments, especially in implementing the target of
providing official development assistance (ODA). The
International Conference on Financing for
Development in Monterrey, Mexico, next year, will be
a benchmark to assess the seriousness of developed
countries in honouring this commitment. Developed
countries must also distinguish between ODA and
humanitarian assistance.

Globalization also brings with it the advance of
information and communication technology (ICT).
While developed countries rapidly accelerate forward
on ICT superhighways, developing countries are left
far behind, thereby contributing further to their
marginalization. Malaysia is pleased to note that the
ICT Task Force will be launched tomorrow in an effort
to bridge the digital divide, foster digital opportunities
and put ICT at the service of development for all.

In the promotion of human rights, we should be
open to new ideas and concepts and be fully cognizant
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of the fact that the world is multicultural and
interdependent. We are gratified to note that there have
been certain fundamental changes in attitudes towards
human rights. For instance, there is now the
recognition that human rights violations are perpetrated
not only by States but by non-State actors, as well. At
the same time, there is the recognition that in a
complex world, when difficult choices need to be
made, sometimes the sum of the rights of individuals
who constitute a group must take precedence over the
rights of an individual within that group.

Malaysia has always been a strong believer in
human rights and observes the provisions of existing
human rights instruments, even if it has not become a
party to some of them for legal, technical reasons. We
believe that the enjoyment of all human rights,
including the right to development, is the cornerstone
of peace and security and the key to preventing
conflicts. We believe that human rights should be
pursued in a holistic and integrated approach and that
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights are
indivisible and interdependent. The exclusive pursuit
and promotion of one set of rights over others only
builds up a confrontational atmosphere. We also
believe that the responsibility to protect and promote
human rights in the country rests with the authority of
the Government, while we recognize the need for an
independent human rights body to monitor
developments pertaining to human rights.

In this regard, we are pleased to report that, since
its establishment, the Human Rights Commission in
Malaysia has served the people well and is functioning
effectively, with full independence.

On the reform of the United Nations Security
Council, it is most discouraging that after more than
eight years of discussion, the Working Group is still
unable to make any progress on major issues, in
particular the veto. If progress is to be made at all, the
necessary flexibility must be shown by all concerned,
particularly the permanent members.

Malaysia is gratified that with the agreement last
year on the revised scale of assessment, the financial
situation of the United Nations has now been put on a
sound footing. We are pleased that the payment of
current and outstanding arrears has improved and that
Member States are increasingly remitting their
contributions in full and on time. Every effort should

be made to ensure that the agreement arrived at in the
spirit of flexibility and compromise, will be upheld.

Mr. Mahbubani (Singapore): The history of the
United Nations is replete with summits and
declarations. They come, and they go. Nothing much
changes. It is therefore easy to become cynical both
about summits and their results. If we do not want the
Millennium Summit and its results to be tarnished with
such cynicism, we have to demonstrate that this time
things will be different and that we will actually be
serious about matching our beautiful words with
beautiful deeds.

In some ways, we may have already turned a new
corner. The road map towards the implementation of
the United Nations Millennium Declaration is a rather
unusual United Nations document. It does not merely
produce additional words. It lays out a set of
quantifiable targets and measurable indicators. Perhaps
one of the most useful sections of the document is
found in pages 56 to 58, which spells out 8 goals, 18
targets and more than 40 concrete indicators. The next
step we should take is to put these targets and
indicators on a web site and to have bar charts and
graphs with clear trend lines indicating whether we are
succeeding or failing in meeting these targets. If we do
this, it will be a significant step towards transparency.

But all these steps will be small. The really big
steps we need to take are to actually implement the
commitments we made in the Millennium Declaration.
As the Secretary-General notes in his report,

“Most of the targets set by the Millennium
Declaration were not new. ... What is needed,
therefore, is not more technical or feasibility
studies. Rather, States need to demonstrate the
political will to carry out commitments already
given and to implement strategies already worked
out.” (A/56/326, paras. 6 and 7)

The Secretary-General is right. None of the targets or
commitments are new. The question should therefore
be, why have we not implemented them in the past?

In order to ensure that the United Nations does
not once again fail to implement agreed commitments,
we, the Member States, which ultimately make up the
United Nations, should complement the excellent road
map produced by the Secretariat by doing an objective
analysis of the roadblocks that have prevented
implementation of previous commitments. The
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Secretariat cannot do this for us. Members of the
Secretariat cannot criticize their employers, the
Member States. We, the Member States, have to
criticize ourselves.

To get a good discussion going on this subject,
we would like to suggest a few roadblocks with which
we have to come to terms. The first structural
roadblock is that, despite all our talk of belonging to
one global village, we still do not think of humanity as
one community. To some extent the Millennium
Declaration recognizes this when it says, in
paragraph 2,

“We recognize that, in addition to our
separate responsibilities to our individual
societies, we have a collective responsibility to
uphold the principles of human dignity, equality
and equity at the global level.”

The simple truth is that few nations take these
collective responsibilities seriously.

There is a simple structural reason for this.
Nation States put national interests far ahead of
collective interests. This, again, is a simple result of
the fact that national leaders get elected when they put
national interests ahead of global interests. They get
booted out of office if they put global interests ahead
of national interests. This is not an abstract point. It
applies to some of the specific goals set out in the
Millennium Declaration.

Take, for example, one of the key goals of the
Millennium Declaration: to halve, by the year 2015, the
proportion of the world’s population whose income is
less than one dollar a day. The only way for poor
countries to increase their income is either by aid or by
trade. Aid is falling, and we know that it will not rise in
the near future. In the field of trade, there does not
appear to be much good news either. The average tariff
on goods from developing countries is 30 per cent
higher than the global average. If we want to increase
the income of poor countries, the tariff on their goods
should be much lower, not higher, than the global
average.

Is there a way around this structural roadblock of
national interests? Fortunately, there is. The way
around it is to acknowledge that sometimes global
interests serve national interests. There is a perceptive
article in the current issue of Fortune magazine, dated
3 December 2001, by 2001 Nobel Prize winner

Professor Joseph Stiglitz. He astutely titled his article
“You have to walk the talk” — a title which, in fact,
should be the theme of our debate today. In his article,
Professor Stiglitz says,

“The war against terrorism has brought home
forcefully that we share a common planet, that we
are interdependent, and that if we are to address
the world’s central problems, we will have to
work together.”

However, in the same article, Professor Stiglitz warns
us that there is a huge gap between what the developed
countries preach and what they practice. For example,
while they work to force developing countries to open
their markets, they keep their own markets closed to
many imports from developing countries in well-
known areas, such as agriculture and textiles. The
message from Stiglitz is simple and clear: if the
developing countries are to be helped — and clearly in
the commitments we made in the Millennium
Declaration we are declaring that we do want to help
the developing countries — the developed countries
will have to make real changes in their economic
policies. And to do this, they must first acknowledge
that it is in their own self-interest to support such
global interests. The Stiglitz article is also available on
Fortune.com and is worth reading in full.

The second structural roadblock that the
Millennium Declaration has to deal with is that
international relations are driven by considerations of
power, not by considerations of ideals, reason or even
logic. Again, a simple way of explaining this is to look
at one of the key goals and targets set out in the road
map. One key goal set out on page 15 is to “minimize
the adverse effects of United Nations economic
sanctions on innocent populations”. To help achieve
this, the road map suggests that

“A permanent sanctions monitoring mechanism
needs to be developed in order to ensure better
targeting and enforcement of smart sanctions and
to bring non-cooperation and non-compliance
information to the attention of the Security
Council.” (A/56/326, para. 59)

On the same page, the road map delicately
touches upon the work of the Security Council
Working Group on Sanctions, which was established on
17 April 2000.
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What the road map fails to mention is that this
Working Group was given a deadline of November
2000 to complete its report: one year ago. One year has
passed; the report is clearly long overdue. At the
beginning of each month, we discuss in the Security
Council the Council’s programme of work. Each month
Singapore reminds the Council that the report is
overdue. Each month nothing happens. And each
month we are given no answers as to why the report of
this Working Group, which is one year overdue, has not
been issued. We can only guess at the reasons: that the
interests of some of the powerful do not lie in the
completion of the work of this Working Group or —
what is more important — in the setting up of a
permanent sanctions monitoring mechanism.

Unfortunately, we do not see an easy way around
this roadblock. Considerations of power have driven
international relations for thousands of years. This will
not change overnight. But perhaps if we can get the
powerful to see that it is in their own self-interest to
help the weak and the vulnerable, things might change.
To be fair, there are some hopeful signs that this may
be happening.

We have discussed only two possible roadblocks
in the hope that they will serve as illustrative examples.
Our intentions are constructive. In the real world it is
dangerous when driving to look only at the map and to
ignore the actual roadblocks that may not appear on it.
We still believe that the goals of the road map are
achievable. I will support the draft resolution that is
being drafted to endorse the road map. However, when
we set about implementing it we should keep our eyes
open, watch out for the roadblocks and drive hopefully
and carefully.

Mr. Ling (Belarus) (spoke in Russian): The
delegation of the Republic of Belarus welcomes the
draft resolution that has been introduced by the
President of the General Assembly at its fifty-sixth
session on the subject of today’s agenda item. We share
the view of the vast majority of Member States that
spoke in the general debate regarding the need to
continue United Nations efforts to implement the
provisions of the Millennium Declaration.

The rapid pace of human development is
constantly making adjustments to the range and content
of the tasks involved in ensuring peace, security and
development. A year ago, at the turn of the century and
the beginning of the new millennium, the leaders of

States Members of the United Nations set forth the
basic list of tasks that need to be tackled if our world is
to become a better place. Belarus has constantly
emphasized its commendation of the Millennium
Declaration. We consider it a brilliant outcome of
collective wisdom at the current stage of humankind’s
development.

The events of 11 September 2001 have once again
forced us to review, and make certain adjustments to,
our programme of action. In this context, combating
international terrorism as a global phenomenon and
threat to civilization is undoubtedly one of the
priorities in the work of the United Nations. At the
same time, Belarus fully agrees with the approach
taken by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, which he set
out in his statement at the opening of the general
debate of the current session. Indeed, as he said, none
of the items that were before the United Nations just
prior to the acts of terrorism is any less urgent today. In
fact, the manifestation of terrorism on such an
unprecedented scale has emphasized the need for a
comprehensive approach to resolving the problems of
today — an approach based on the Millennium
Declaration.

The report of the Secretary-General, which
contains a plan of action for the implementation of the
provisions of the Summit, is regarded by our country as
extremely interesting. This document is particularly
relevant for my country in view of the fact that the
Government is completing its work on preparing a
domestic conceptual programme on how to implement
the provisions of the Summit. We believe that it is only
through a constant exchange of views and through
taking into account the individual vision of each and
every country with regard to the process of
implementing the Declaration that it will be possible to
make this document and the plan of action both
realistic and feasible. We are prepared for such an
exchange. We believe that, at a certain stage, it would
useful to consider a specific mechanism to carry out
this discussion on a permanent and regular basis and to
monitor the implementation of the Summit’s decisions.

Belarus has frequently declared its position with
regard to a number of areas examined in the Secretary-
General’s plan of action, both in plenary meetings of
the current session and in the general debate. The times
we live in make it necessary for us urgently to take
practical steps. We are convinced that it is only in that
way that we can make the process of implementing the
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decisions of the Summit effective and that we can
demonstrate to the people of our States the unique
possibilities inherent in the Organization in this age of
globalization. I assure the Assembly of the closest
partnership and cooperation of Belarus in that
connection.

Mr. De Rivero (Peru) (spoke in Spanish): Peru
welcomes with great interest the road map for the
implementation of the Millennium Declaration that has
been presented to us by the Secretary-General. We
believe that this debate should allow us to identify
clearly what we Member States view as the strengths
and weaknesses of the strategies and courses of action
proposed by the Secretary-General in pursuit of the
objectives of the Millennium Declaration, while taking
into account the need to adopt a balanced,
comprehensive, coordinated and integrated manner, in
accordance with resolution 55/162.

It is in that spirit that I would like to point out
that the delegation of Peru has a generally favourable
view of the road map. Not only do we agree with the
proposals made therein, but we also support, promote
and apply many of its recommendations.

Indeed, two weeks ago, my country completed its
ratification of the important instrument that establishes
the International Criminal Court, whose entry into
force will make it possible to combat impunity. We
have also joined the 12 sectoral conventions against
terrorism. Moreover, we are working on national
legislation for the freezing of funds and other financial
assets of terrorist groups. Similarly, we have complied
with the obligations of the Ottawa Convention by
completely destroying our existing stocks of anti-
personnel mines, and we have continued to promote the
process of reducing arms expenditures in the Latin
American region.

In addition, my Government is firmly convinced
that the full protection and promotion of human rights,
good governance, democracy and human development
are fundamental to a climate of justice and social
peace, not only in my country but throughout the
world. I should point out that last week, during the
debate on the situation of human rights in the world, a
large number of Member States drew attention to the
firm political will of the Peruvian Government to
respect human rights and fundamental freedoms,
strengthen the judicial system, promote the struggle
against drugs and consolidate the Peruvian economy.

The fact that we fully agree with many of the
proposals for the implementation of the provisions of
the Millennium Declaration does not mean that we do
not have some concerns and specific points to express.

The document should clearly reflect not just
commitments at the domestic level but also clear-cut
and serious efforts on the part of the international
community to bring about the needed greater
transparency and better management with regard to the
world economy. This should be reflected in the
approach taken to the developmental dimension of the
Millennium Declaration. In this regard, the actions
suggested are far from adequate to meet the needs of
the developing countries. Compliance by 2015 with the
major international development goals set out at the
Millennium Summit will itself require an additional
$50 billion in official development assistance. A
further $4 billion a year will be needed for
humanitarian assistance, while meeting the worldwide
need for public services will require an additional $20
billion a year.

While the outcome of the recent Doha meeting
gives us reason for hope, it also raises certain doubts.
We are hopeful because the regimes for the protection
of intellectual property and for the protection of public
health have been brought closer together. However, we
should ensure that this optimism leads to concrete
results and that we avoid the frustrations associated
with the Uruguay Round. After more than 10 years of
trade liberalization as a result of the Uruguay Round
and national adjustments that have affected our
countries, the fact is that today more than 100
developing countries have failed to achieve sustained
growth in their per capita income, as recent human
rights reports have indicated.

The multilateral system of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) could not exist without a stable
financing system, and we have seen a series of trade
integration projects collapse for solely financial
reasons. Trade cannot function in a world that is
financially unstable. That is why we must redouble our
efforts to ensure that the International Conference on
Financing for Development achieves concrete results.
We cannot afford to miss this opportunity to deal
together with the current instability in the financial
system. We must ensure that the financial system is
stable; otherwise, the outcome of Doha will never be
translated into reality.
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We were also struck by the general way in which
the road map report deals with the implementation of
the objectives. We would have preferred to see greater
specificity in the suggested strategies, and more
specific appeals for achieving the goals set at the
Millennium Summit, including those relating to
strengthening the role of the General Assembly and the
broad reform of the Security Council. We believe that
there is a considerable gap between the formulation of
the strategies and their implementation, as well as a
clear absence of direction with regard to modalities and
actions to be adopted by the whole of the United
Nations system, including the Bretton Woods
institutions and the WTO.

In this context, I would like to point out that
resolution 55/162 calls on the specialized agencies and
organizations of the United Nations system and the
WTO to strengthen and adjust their medium-term
activities, programmes and strategies, while also
recognizing that additional resources will be necessary
for the implementation of the provisions of the
Millennium Declaration relating to poverty eradication.

My delegation would like to point out that we
wholeheartedly support the document’s clear
commitment to the reduction of poverty and the
achievement of the other international development
goals. However, we believe that the process of turning
international commitments into national plans of action
falls exclusively within the competence of
Governments and that it is therefore for them to bear
the major responsibility for reducing poverty at the
national level.

We believe that indicators are useful tools for
evaluating the degree to which objectives are achieved.
It would be helpful to study the use of such indicators
with regard to other areas of the Millennium
Declaration. We note, however, that a greater degree of
precision and further preparatory work on the
indicators is required in relation to goal 8, described in
the annex to the road map, which will make it possible
to measure progress in relation to, for example, the
sustainability of long-term external debt. However, it is
absolutely essential that indicators not be distorted by
incomplete information and that the process of
selecting and defining them be the result of direct
consultations with Member States.

Furthermore, the delegation of Peru would like to
stress once again the importance it attaches to the fight

against drugs and the need for it to be highlighted and
defined clearly in the road map towards the
implementation of the Millennium Declaration. My
country has made determined efforts in this respect,
and we believe that international support is absolutely
essential for programmes for alternative development,
in accordance with the principle of shared
responsibility.

Finally, with regard to the reference in paragraph
136 of the report to the distribution of official
development assistance, we believe, in keeping with
the recommendation of the Zedillo report, that
assistance for development should be distributed on the
basis of two criteria. The first is the extent of poverty
in each country, which must be measured specifically
and objectively — not on the basis of the criteria
referred to in the report, which is to say the needs of
countries, as that constitutes a subjective variable. The
second is the extent to which the policies of each
country are committed to poverty reduction.

In conclusion, we believe that the road map
towards the implementation of the Millennium
Declaration is a useful document, but that it needs to be
improved in the light of the comments of Member
States. We believe that this debate will help in that
respect and that, given its importance, in the future this
subject should be discussed at the beginning of the
General Assembly’s session.

Mr. Rosenthal (Guatemala) (spoke in Spanish):
We wanted to participate in this debate, albeit briefly,
for two reasons. The first is the importance of the
subject. We are discussing nothing less than our
priority agenda for the decades to come. In this
context, I am speaking on behalf of the group of
Central American countries. Secondly, on a more
personal note, it was my honour to serve, together with
my colleague from New Zealand, under the leadership
of the President of the fifty-fourth session, as co-
facilitator of the draft document that eventually became
the Millennium Declaration. The subject is thus of
special interest to me — an interest that commingles
matters of the highest importance for the future of
humanity with the more mundane concern resulting
from my having been involved in the preparatory
activities for the Summit.

When our heads of State and Government met in
New York slightly over a year ago, their global
objective was to achieve a better world that would be
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safer, provide greater well-being and be more
democratic and more responsible with respect to
sustainability. As of today, we cannot affirm that
progress has been made in the achievement of that
objective; rather, the reverse is true. The global
economy shows clear symptoms of a recession and the
events that occurred in our host country on 11
September have injected a note of uncertainty into all
of our activities. We must persevere, however, since the
Millennium Declaration embodies a long-term
objective with concrete, viable and attainable goals. It
is not, moreover, just another declaration. We are all
agreed that the Millennium Declaration is a document
of historic significance that is binding on all of us,
individually and collectively.

It is therefore important that we continue to
design the plan of action necessary for the fulfilment of
the commitments contained in the Declaration and
most eloquently summarized in the annex of the report
that the Secretary-General has submitted to us in
document A/56/326. The report is a step in that
direction and we are grateful for its preparation.

The first observation we would like to make is
that the General Assembly may have erred in
requesting, in its resolution 55/162, a “road map”, for,
in the view of my delegation, the Millennium
Declaration itself constitutes that road map and what is
now sought is, precisely, the manner in which it should
be implemented. In other words, if the exercise in
which we are engaged were legal in nature, the
Declaration would be a statute, whereas the document
now before us would be a regulation. I point this out
because our comments on this document are in line
with that interpretation.

In this vein, we believe that the document not
only makes some headway in outlining strategies that
can render the guiding principles contained in the
Declaration more concrete, but also ties in with
something of which the report reminds us: the
integrated and interdependent nature of the individual
actions that are part of the approaches advocated in
both the Millennium Declaration and the report. In
incorporating into each section, under the objective
pursued, a paragraph on strategies for moving forward,
the document offers concrete guidelines that are no
doubt a step in the right direction. We also find useful
the assessment of the situation that appears in each
section and describes the gains made and shortfalls

identified in the fulfilment of each of the goals set out
for our heads of State.

Another merit of the document is that it recalls
the transnational character of virtually all mankind’s
activities. That is because the goals invariably involve
commitments to be assumed at the level of each
country — often at the level of each community — and
others to be adopted in the universal, regional or
subregional areas. This reminds us of the enormous
potential of international cooperation, a central pillar of
our Organization, and, within it, of the enormous
potential inherent in sharing “best practices” in the
various components of the road map.

The document may be somewhat defective,
however, in addressing the means of implementing the
strategies proposed. No one can, to be sure, take
exception to such desiderata as enhancing cooperation,
assisting States in fulfilling their commitments or
working towards obtaining resources. Generally
speaking, however, the document fails to specify how
those ends are to be achieved.

This characteristic is also present in section III,
on development and poverty eradication. In particular,
the enumeration in paragraphs 86, 90, 92 and 103 of
strategies for reducing poverty appears very weak,
especially in the light of the wealth of commitments
and plans of action already adopted, including those
resulting from the World Summit for Social
Development and Copenhagen+5. Paradoxically, one of
the relatively most developed sections is that dealing
with financing for development in paragraphs 129 to
150. What is paradoxical is that it is precisely in this
area that we shall have an opportunity to develop our
ideas in the future, including when we meet in
Monterrey, Mexico, in March 2002.

As regards the road ahead, we harbour some
doubts as to the advisability of the Secretary-General’s
submitting a report — distinct from his annual report
on the work of the Organization — on progress in
fulfilling the commitments of the Millennium
Declaration, as proposed in paragraph 305 of the
document. If that Declaration is our road map, the
annual report could very well analyse the work of the
Organization precisely from the perspective of the
decisions taken by our heads of State and Government.
Although we do not wish to insist on the matter, it
inclines us towards considering the convenience of a
single consolidated report. On the other hand, we have
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no major objections to the list of themes proposed in
paragraph 306, which would enable the integrated and
cross-cutting nature of the commitments set out in the
Declaration to be balanced by the focus that would be
given to a particular theme each year.

Finally, another minor flaw we find in the report
is that — perhaps understandably, since it is in the
nature of a report submitted by the Secretariat to the
Member States — in dealing with section VIII of the
Declaration, it shuns the most thorny issues relating to
the strengthening of the United Nations. This leaves a
gap, since, arguably, the fulfilment of many of the
goals set out in the Declaration requires the
improvement of the system by which our Organization
is governed. Over the past two months we have, in this
body, pointed this out on three occasions. The events of
11 September have highlighted an imperative of which
we have been aware all along: that the time has come
to fulfil the commitment contained in paragraph 30 of
the Millennium Declaration, particularly as regards the
General Assembly and the comprehensive reform of
the Security Council.

In brief, we believe that document A/56/326 is a
useful complement to the Millennium Declaration in
that it orients the bulk of our activities within the
Organization and endows them with cohesion and
consistency. As the document itself points out in
paragraph 4, “a coordinated approach can yield much
more than the sum of its parts”. We therefore feel that
the report provides an important guide for our work
both at the present session and at subsequent sessions.

Mr. Rabgye (Bhutan): The Millennium Summit
was a landmark event in the United Nations. Our heads
of State and Government reaffirmed the international
goals that had been discussed in the several world
conferences that took place during the 1990s. They
took a firm stand on the issues of poverty alleviation,
HIV/AIDS and other key issues relating to social and
economic development. They provided specific time
frames for the implementation of the many goals that
they took up at their discussions. Hence, we consider
the Millennium Declaration to be a firm mandate to the
United Nations from the world’s leaders.

For its part, the General Assembly ensured that
the Millennium Declaration would not become a lost
event in the annals of our Organization. Through its
resolution 55/162, the Assembly ensured that there
would be necessary follow-up, which involved the

preparation of a road map by the Secretary-General.
My delegation has examined this document and would
like to compliment the Secretary-General for that
valuable, goal-oriented document. We understand the
difficulty in preparing such a report, as it covers
practically the entire United Nations agenda and will
involve the United Nations organs and specialized
agencies and affiliated bodies, including the Bretton
Woods institutions.

The Secretary-General has called upon Member
States to translate rhetoric into deeds and action. In
fact, this is the need of the hour. The international
goals cannot be fulfilled in a void. All countries need
to take concrete action in keeping with their
commitments and, even more so, as responsible and
concerned members of the international community.

We need positive attitudes and the firm political
will to resolve conflicts, some of which have persisted
for decades. In fact, when we examine those conflicts,
they have even lost or are beginning to lose their
relevance, especially in the context of an increasingly
interdependent world. Globalization and the merging of
societies and economies are resulting in a global
village. A more far-sighted approach may now be
possible, with economic and social development taking
centre stage to political domination and territorial
control. If we view these issues in the context of
globalization and interdependence, we begin to observe
increasingly the ingredients of solutions to problems,
and the pieces are, we hope, falling into place.

My delegation is keenly aware of the after-effects
of the terrorist attacks in the United States on 11
September. Those events have had worldwide
economic, social and psychological repercussions. The
world economy was already in a downturn prior to
those incidents. The 2001 World Economic and Social
Survey had lowered the projected growth rate of gross
world product for 2002 to around 2.5 per cent. After
the terrorist attacks, that figure was lowered to 1.4 per
cent. This overall picture of the world economy, if
looked at in conjunction with national and regional
economies, gives us a grim picture. In fact, for the
developing countries the picture looks even worse.
Recovery will come around, but the question is how
long will it take and at what pace. And then there is
always the danger of terrorism raising its ugly head and
disrupting the normal course of development yet again.
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As we attempt to implement and review the
results of international decisions in the coming years,
the General Assembly will be able to fathom where the
international community stands in implementing the
goals of the Summit. Obviously progress will depend
on Member States and international organizations,
including civil society. Since resource constraints have
been a major hurdle in implementing the goals,
developed countries and the Bretton Woods
institutions, including regional financial banks, will all
have to revamp their activities.

In the context of implementing the Millennium
Declaration’s goals, my delegation attaches particular
importance to alleviating hunger and poverty and
effectively tackling the HIV/AIDS pandemic, including
malaria and tuberculosis. Close on the heels of those
vital issues of life and death for many inhabitants of
our planet comes the saving of our environment from
impending disaster.

The Secretary-General has emphasized that the
dire issues confronting the international community
before the terrorist attacks of 11 September are still
very much present. They have not taken a back seat,
nor can they be given less attention. In fact, it is a
challenge to the international community to muster the
required political will to implement the Millennium
Declaration with greater vigour than ever before,
despite the war launched against international
terrorism.

In that context, the International Conference on
Financing for Development, which is to be held in

Mexico next year, will be an important, and even
crucial, forum where the political will of the
international community for financing the objectives of
the Millennium Declaration will come to the fore. My
delegation is of the view that official development
assistance has to be substantially increased and
emphasis placed on that form of financing, especially
when it comes to the least developed countries. That is
equally so when it comes to confronting the scourge of
HIV/AIDS and halving by 2015 the numbers of those
now trying to survive on less than a dollar a day.

In Bhutan we have made every attempt to
implement a people-centred and sustainable
development process. We have preserved our forests
and protected the environment. That approach will
continue and be strengthened in the future. In that
context, we consider the World Summit on Sustainable
Development, which is to be held in Johannesburg,
South Africa, to be another important event where
many of the goals set by the Millennium Declaration
will be considered.

Finally, when it comes to considering the
progress made from year to year on the Millennium
Declaration, we look forward to the Secretary-
General’s periodic reports on the situation. What is
sorely needed now is to translate rhetoric and
commitments into action. My delegation is confident
that with growing cooperation, the process of
globalization and a visible increase in the willingness
of Member States to unite for a common cause, the
international community can meet the challenges that
lie ahead.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.


