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Identical letters dated 15 November 2001 from the Permanent
Observer of Palestine to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council

Today, shortly after midnight Palestine time, Israeli occupying forces
committed yet another incursion into an area under full Palestinian control, causing
death and destruction and spreading fear and terror in the dead of night. Using tanks,
army personnel carriers and a bulldozer, Israeli occupying forces raided the Khan
Yunis refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, killing 1 Palestinian man, Suheil Abu Saleh,
and injuring 15 other people. During this incursion, the occupying forces also
demolished two homes by bulldozer and seriously damaged at least seven other
homes by tank and machine gun fire, leaving many Palestinian families homeless.
Also, in two other violent incidents today, Israeli occupying forces wounded three
people when they opened fire in Rafah in Gaza and occupying forces raided the
Palestinian village of Shawawreh near Bethlehem and abducted eight Palestinians.

This latest incursion by Israel, the occupying Power, comes as its forces
continue their reoccupation of parts of two Palestinian cities, Jenin and Tulkarem,
which they had seized and reoccupied in recent weeks. Indeed, today, even more
tanks were sent deeper into Tulkarem. Moreover, the Israeli withdrawal from the
Palestinian city of Ramallah was actually followed by an intensified siege around
the city, isolating it from surrounding towns and villages and causing continued
hardships for the Palestinian population in the area, particularly with regard to the
freedom of movement of persons and goods. This continuing problem, with its
extensive and serious socio-economic ramifications, has been typical of the situation
prevailing in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including Jerusalem, as a result of
the ongoing Israeli sieges and closures.

At the same time, Israeli occupying forces have continued to carry out
extrajudicial killings and assassinations of Palestinians, adding to the list of war
crimes committed by the occupying Power. Since my last letter to you, at least five
more Palestinians have been assassinated by the occupying forces. In addition,
Palestinian civilians have been killed almost daily as a result of the excessive and
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indiscriminate use of force by the Israeli army against the Palestinian people. This
tragic reality is reflected in the annex to the present letter containing the names of
the Palestinian martyrs killed over the past two weeks. These killings, in addition to
the above-mentioned actions, represent additional war crimes and State terrorism
committed by the occupying Power, for which it must be held accountable.

In follow-up of my previous 78 letters to you regarding this ongoing crisis
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including Jerusalem, dated from 29
September 2000 to 1 November 2001 (A/55/432-S/2000/921; A/55/437-S/2000/930;
A/55/450-S/2000/957; A/55/466-S/2000/971; A/55/474-S/2000/984; A/55/490- S/2000/993;
A/ES-10/39-S/2000/1015;  A/ES-10/40-S/2000/1025;  A/ES-10/42-S/2000/1068; A/ES-
10/43-S/2000/1078; A/ES-10/44-S/2000/1093; A/ES-10/45-S/2000/1104; A/ES-10/46-
S/2000/1107,  A/ES-10/47-S/2000/1116;  A/ES-10/48-S/2000/1129;  A/ES-10/49-
S/2000/1154;  A/ES-10/50-S/2000/1173;  A/ES-10/51-S/2000/1185;  A/ES-10/52-
S/2000/1206; A/ES-10/53-S/2000/1247; A/ES-10/54-S/2001/7; A/ES-10/55-S/2001/33;
A/ES-10/56-S/2001/50; A/ES-10/57-S/2001/101; A/ES-10/58-S/2001/131; A/ES-10/59-
S/2001/156; A/ES-10/60-S/2001/175; A/ES-10/61-S/2001/189; A/ES-10/64-S/2001/209;
A/ES-10/65-S/2001/226; A/ES-10/66-S/2001/239; A/ES-10/67-S/2001/255; A/ES-10/68-
S/2001/284; A/ES-10/69-S/2001/295; A/ES-10/70-S/2001/304; A/ES-10/71-S/2001/314;
A/ES-10/72-S/2001/332; A/ES-10/75-S/2001/352; A/ES-10/76-S/2001/372; A/ES-10/79-
S/2001/418; A/ES-10/80-S/2001/432; A/ES-10/81-S/2001/447; A/ES-10/82-S/2001/463;
A/ES-10/83-S/2001/471; A/ES-10/84-S/2001/479; A/ES-10/85-S/2001/486; A/ES-10/86-
S/2001/496; A/ES-10/87-S/2001/504; A/ES-10/88-S/2001/508; A/ES-10/89-S/2001/544;
A/ES-10/90-S/2001/586; A/ES-10/91-S/2001/605; A/ES-10/92-S/2001/629; A/ES-10/93-
S/2001/657; A/ES-10/94-S/2001/669; A/ES-10/95-S/2001/686; A/ES-10/96-S/2001/697;
A/ES-10/97-S/2001/708;  A/ES-10/98-S/2001/717;  A/ES-10/99-S/2001/742;  A/ES-
10/100-S/2001/754; A/ES-10/101-S/2001/783; A/ES-10/102-S/2001/785; AJ/ES-
10/103-S/2001/798; A/ES-10/104-S/2001/812; A/ES-10/105-S/2001/814; A/ES-
10/107-S/2001/821; A/ES-10/108-S/2001/826; A/ES-10/111-S/2001/880; A/ES-
10/112-S/2001/918; A/ES-10/114-S/2001/928; A/ES-10/115-S/2001/932; AJ/ES-
10/116-S/2001/941; A/ES-10/117-S/2001/971; A/ES-10/118-S/2001/989; A/ES-
10/119-S/2001/991; A/ES-10/121-S/2001/1007; A/ES-10/122-S/2001/1024; and
A/ES-10/123-S/2001/1036), I regret to inform you that since my last letter to you on
1 November, 19 more Palestinians have been killed by the Israeli occupying forces.
(The names of the martyrs are contained in the annex to this letter.) These killings
raise the number of Palestinians killed since 28 September 2000 to 761 martyrs. At
the same time, the number of Palestinians injured, many critically, by the occupying
forces, also continues to rise.

I would be grateful if you would arrange to have the text of this letter and its
annex distributed as a document of the tenth emergency special session of the
General Assembly, under agenda item 5, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Nasser Al-Kidwa
Ambassador
Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nations
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Annex to the identical letter dated 15 November 2001 from
the Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General and the President

of the Security Council

Names of martyrs killed by Israeli occupying forces in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including Jerusalem*

(Saturday, 3 November, through Thursday, 15 November 2001)

Saturday, 3 November 2001
Salah Al-Ghazaly

Sunday, 4 November 2001
Hatem Al-Showaiky

Monday, 5 November 2001

1.  Abdel Nasser Jamal Hadeeb
2. Sa’eed Mahmoud Abu Shmees

Tuesday, 6 November 2001

Iyad Odeh Al-Khatib
Ali Ibrahim Abu Hijlah
Jamal Maloh

Majdy Mousa Al-Tayeb
Ekremah Esteetah
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Wednesday, 7 November 2001

1. Mohammed Fathi Kaskeen

2. Eissa Al-Dababsah

Thursday, 8 November 2001

1.  Sabri Mohammed Ghanem

2.  Mousa Mohammed Abu Aya’a
Monday, 12 November 2001

1.  Mohammed Yussef Hamad Rehan
2. Omar Fahs Abu Zeid
3. Ahmed Abed Abu Mustafa (13 years old)

The total number of Palestinian martyrs killed by Israeli occupying forces since 28 September
2000 is 761.
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Tuesday, 13 November 2001
Wafaa Asa’d Mohammed Naseef

Wednesday, 14 November 2001
Mohammed Khairy Fatah Al-Zibn

Thursday, 15 November 2001
Suheil Abu Saleh




