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When a t i t s f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n i n 1987, t h e Commission on Human R i q h t s 
p a s s e d a r e s o l u t i o n s u p p o r t i n g t h e r i q h t o f c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n t o 
m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e Pax C h r i s t i , a l o n q w i t h many o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s , f e l t t h a t 
the U n i t e d N a t i o n s was v a l i d a t i n g i t s t a s k o f l e a d i n g humanity t o a w a r l e s s 
w o r l d . Pax C h r i s t i , t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c Movement f o r Peace, w i t h 
s e c t i o n s i n t h e Western Hemisphere, Europe and A s i a , i s aware t h e young p e o p l e 
a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y r e j e c t i n g war as the means o f r e s o l v i n g c o n f l i c t . These 
young p e o p l e l o o k t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l body t o s u p p o r t t h e i r p o s i t i o n a g a i n s t 
war and t h e i r d e s i r e t o s e r v e t h e human community t h r o u g h works o f peace and 
development. T h i s s e r v i c e would i n c l u d e m e e t i n g t h e needs o f t h e i r h u n g r y , 
s u f f e r i n g and s h e l t e r l e s s f e l l o w human b e i n g s , p o s s i b l y i n c o n c e r t w i t h 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s s p e c i a l i z e d a q e n c i e s . 

I t was A l b e r t E i n s t e i n who a s s e r t e d t h a t "The p i o n e e r s o f a w a r l e s s w o r l d 
are the young men who r e f u s e m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . " 

The i s s u e o f c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n , ( c u l m i n a t i n g i n r e s o l u t i o n 1987/46) 
was f o r many y e a r s an agenda i t e m , l i n k e d t o y o u t h , i n t h e Commission on Human 
R i g h t s . D i s c u s s i o n s a t the Commission emphasized t h e f a c t t h a t y o u t h would 
have a deeper r e s p e c t f o r human r i q h t s i f t h e i r own human r i q h t s were 
r e s p e c t e d ; one o f the r i q h t s many young p e o p l e were s t r i v i n g f o r was the 
r i g h t t o r e f u s e t o k i l l , t h e r i q h t t o choose t h e means whereby t h e y would 
d e f e n d t h e i r n a t i o n a l community. 

We were encouraged t h a t r e s o l u t i o n 1987/46, grounded i n p r e v i o u s l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s , a r t i c l e s 3 and 18 o f t h e U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s , s u p p o r t s c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n as a " l e g i t i m a t e 
e x e r c i s e o f t h e freedom o f t h o u g h t , c o n s c i e n c e and r e l i g i o n . " 

We n o t e t h a t the r e s o l u t i o n i n v i t e s a l l Members S t a t e s o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o t a k e measures aimed a t exempting from m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e t h o s e 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y opposed t o i t . I t recommends t o S t a t e s w i t h c o m p u l s o r y 
m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f " v a r i o u s forms o f a l t e r n a t i v e s e r v i c e . " 
I t a l s o recommends t h a t S t a t e s r e f r a i n from s u b j e c t i n g c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s 
t o i mprisonment. 

Pax C h r i s t i ' s s u p p o r t o f r e s o l u t i o n 1987/46 a r i s e s from a s p e c i a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e , t h a t o f i t s commitment t o the primacy o f c o n s c i e n c e . I t s s u p p o r t 
i s s t r e n g t h e n e d by t h e a c t i o n o f the C a t h o l i c b i s h o p s o f t h e e n t i r e w o r l d i n 
Rome i n 1965 i n v i n d i c a t i n g c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n and a l t e r n a t i v e c i v i l i a n 
s e r v i c e . T h i s i s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e peace/war s e c t i o n o f the document "The 
Church i n the Modern W o r l d . " T h i s s e c t i o r i a l s o c o n t a i n s t h e condemnation o f 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e w a r f a r e as a "c r i m e a g a i n s t God and man h i m s e l f . " 

Amonq Pax C h r i s t i ' s members are t h o s e who s h a r e what i s known as t h e 
" j u s t war" t r a d i t i o n . We r e c o g n i z e how c o u n t l e s s s o l d i e r s have f o u g h t and 
d i e d i n good f a i t h , a s s u r e d by t h e i r n a t i o n - S t a t e s t h a t the war i n q u e s t i o n 
was a j u s t war. We a l s o r e c o g n i z e t h a t many r e j e c t modern war b e c a u s e , though 
the cause may be j u s t , a v a i l a b l e means a r e i n d i s c r i m i n a t e , a n n u l l i n g the 
d i s t i n c t i o n between combatant and non-combatant, between m i l i t a r y and c i v i l i a n 
t a r g e t s . There a r e , o t h e r members who w i t h o u t w a i t i n g f o r t h e i r c o u n t r i e s t o 
a c h i e v e disarmament, have chosen p e r s o n a l disarmament, a disarmament o f t h e 
h e a r t , o r c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n . T h i s group i s p o i g n a n t l y aware how t h e 
ob e d i e n c e o f the young has been abused by l e a d e r s i n u n j u s t wars, i n wars o f 
a g g r e s s i o n . 
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The two r e p o r t s by t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l on p r a c t i c e s w i t h r e g a r d t o 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s have documented some improvement i n t h e t r e a t m e n t 
a c c o r d e d t h o s e who o b j e c t t o m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . I t was n o t l o n g ago t h a t 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n was c o n s i d e r e d a t r e a s o n a b l e o f f e n s e . Many 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s s u f f e r e d l o n g terms o f imprisonment f o r t h e i r 
c o n v i c t i o n s d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t they were w i l l i n g t o p e r f o r m u s e f u l c i v i l i a n 
s e r v i c e . S t i l l o t h e r c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s were e x e c u t e d . As t h i s 
s t a t e m e n t i s b e i n g p r e p a r e d , m e m o r i a l s a r e t a k i n g p l a c e t o t h e non-combatant 
dead o f H i r o s h i m a and N a g a s a k i . On 9 August 1988, m e m o r i a l s were h e l d f o r 
F r a n z J a g e r s t a t t e r , a young A u s t r i a n f a t h e r o f t h r e e beheaded i n 1943 f o r 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y o b j e c t i n g t o H i t l e r ' s war. Only a s s i d u o u s r e s e a r c h has 
u n e a r t h e d h i s s t o r y and t h e s t o r y o f many o t h e r s who gave t h e i r l i v e s f o r 
r e f u s i n g t o t a k e l i f e . 

I n t h i s y e a r , the f o r t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f 
Human R i g h t s , Pax C h r i s t i i s aware t h a t t h e t r a v a i l o f t h o s e who c l a i m 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n i s f a r from o v e r . Young men a r e f a c i n g l o n g p r i s o n 
terms f o r r e f u s i n g c o n s c r i p t i o n i n t o m i l i t a r y f o r c e s u p h o l d i n g a r a c i s t s ystem 
t h a t d e n i e s human r i g h t s t o t h e m a j o r i t y o f i t s c i t i z e n s . Many i n d i v i d u a l s 
and groups have come t o the a i d o f t h e s e young men. A C a t h o l i c b i s h o p s t o o d 
by t h e i r s i d e , s u p p o r t i n g t h e i r r i g h t t o r e f u s e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n an " u n j u s t 
war a g a i n s t an o p p r e s s e d p e o p l e " . 

Pax C h r i s t i u r g es the Sub-Commission on t h e P r e v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
and t h e P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s t o r e g i s t e r i t s c o n c e r n f o r t h e i s s u e o f 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n . One s t e p would be by f u r t h e r i n g a l l e f f o r t s towards 
a new r e p o r t by t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o be p r e s e n t e d t o t h e Human R i g h t s 
Commission a t i t s f o r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n . Pax C h r i s t i s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t s t h e 
p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h i s r e p o r t m e n t i o n e d i n p a r a g r a p h 5 o f r e s o l u t i o n 1987/46. 
Each s t e p o f t h i s k i n d may h a s t e n an e v e n t u a l D e c l a r a t i o n on the s u b j e c t . 

Pax C h r i s t i e x p r e s s e s t h e hope t h a t t h e C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s w i l l t a k e 
i n t o a c c o u n t , i n a d d i t i o n t o comments by Governments and s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s 
( i n c l u d i n g UNHCR) t h e comments o f NGOs. 

Over t h e y e a r s , NGOs have e x h i b i t e d t h e i r deep c o n c e r n f o r t h e human 
r i g h t s o f c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s t o m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . NGOs a r e not unaware 
o f the dilemma i n S t a t e s whose c o n s t i t u t i o n s c o n t a i n a c l a u s e c a l l i n g f o r 
o b l i g a t o r y m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Young p e o p l e who r e f u s e t o bear arms or wear a 
m i l i t a r y u n i f o r m c a n s t i l l t a k e p a r t i n c i v i c a c t i o n and o t h e r programmes i n 
w hich young m i l i t a r y r e c r u i t s a r e c u s t o m a r i l y engaged. NGOs c o u l d a l s o o f f e r 
t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s r e g a r d i n g v a r i o u s forms o f a l t e r n a t i v e c i v i l i a n s e r v i c e . 


