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Note by the secretariat

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. Pursuant to decision 16/COP.3, entitled work programme of the Committee
on Science and Technology (CST), paragraph 3 requests the secretariat to
facilitate the convening of at |east one inter-sessional Bureau neeting of the
Committee for the review of decisions taken by the Conference of the Parties and
other related matters regarding the work of the Committee, especially the
pl anni ng and organi zati on of the next session of the Committee

2. Pursuant to that decision, the secretariat organized a CST Bureau neeting
in Bonn, Germany, from 4 to 6 COctober 2000. The agenda of that neeting and the
list of documents under consideration are contained in annexes | and Il; the |ist
of participants is in annex I11. Bureau nenbers were informed that the docunents
under consideration were non-official copies, pending the receipt of officia
docunents from Geneva.

3. Fol I owi ng the opening of the nmeeting, the President of the CST and nenbers
of the secretariat wel coned nenbers of the CST Bureau and experts attending the
meeting. The agenda of work for the CST Bureau neeting was presented and adopt ed.

I'l. REVIEWOF THE AGENDA OF THE FOURTH SESSI ON OF THE CST AND THE
ROSTER OF | NDEPENDENT EXPERTS

Revi ew of the CST agenda

4, Followi ng a review of the agenda for the fourth session of the CST, Bureau
menbers expressed concern that there was insufficient time allocated for the
review of national reports subnmitted by country Parties by the CST, and
recommended that an additional half-day be allocated to this topic.

5. Bureau nenbers were inforned by the secretariat about the synthesis report
for CST nenbers (ICCD/ICOP(4)/CST/5), which summarizes the scientific and
technical information contained in national reports submtted to COP 3 and COP 4.
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Revi ew of the roster of independent experts

6. The secretariat introduced the topic of a review of the roster of
i ndependent experts by referring to decision 15/COP.3, noting that the roster
is available electronically, and that an anended |ist of disciplines has been
conpiled. Wth regard to para. 5 of the decision, the secretariat indicated that
informati on on the nunmber of individuals accessing the roster electronically can
be determined, but that their reason for doing so cannot be identified. The
secretariat noted its request to the Parties to assist in the provision of this
type of information, but indicated that no responses have been received fromthe
Parties to date. Various options, as outlined in | CCD/COP(4)/5/Add. 1, to ensure
an efficient maintenance of the information in the roster were introduced by the
secretariat for future consideration of the CST.

7. Concern was expressed by Bureau menbers about a continued gender inbal ance
under-representation of certain disciplines as well as the civil society on the
roster. Bureau nmenbers noted that the synthesis prepared by the secretariat and
presented in |CCD/COP(4)/5/Add.1 was useful in highlighting this inbalance to
Parties, which would allow Parties to respond appropriately. The need to
sensitize Parties about the roster was noted, in order to pronpote the closer
integration of national expertise into the devel opnent and inplenentation of
NAPs, and to pronote the inclusion of representatives fromcivil society in the
roster.

[11. SURVEY AND EVALUATI ON OF EXI STI NG NETWORKS

8. Pursuant to para. 2 of decision 13/COP.3, the secretariat presented draft
ternms of reference for Phase Two of the survey and eval uati on, based on the Phase
One report subnmitted by UNEP on behalf of its consortium nenbers, as well as
comments received from Parties. The draft terms of reference were reviewed,
anended and adopted by Bureau nenbers, and will be included as an annex in
| CCD/ COP(4)/ CST/ 3

9. The representative from UNEP provi ded an update on the status of activities
under Phase One, noting the financial constraints which have delayed the
consortiums intent to contact all menbers who participated in Phase One in order
to finalize those activities.

10. Bureau menbers considered the advantages and disadvantages of various
options related to the tendering process for contractors to carry out Phase Two
activities, and decided the nobst tinely and productive neans for carrying out
Phase Two activities was to request UNEP and its consortium to continue their
wor k. Therefore, UNEP on behalf of its consortium nmenbers, was invited to subnit
to the secretariat by 10 Novenber 2000 the proposed nmenbership of the consortium
together with a costed proposal and work plan needed to carry out Phase Two
activities.

I'V. REPORT OF THE AD HOC PANELS ON TRADI TI ONAL KNOALEDGE AND EARLY
WARNI NG SYSTEMS

Traditional know edge

11. Pursuant to decision 12/COP.3, the Chairman of the ad hoc Panel on
Tradi tional Know edge presented the Panel’s report (1CCD/ COP(4)/CST/2) to the
Bureau nenbers. As well, the Chairnman denonstrated the contents of a CD-ROM on

traditional know edge which had been prepared by IPOGEA in Italy. A nunber of
coments on the ad hoc Panel’s report were noted by the Chairnman. Bureau nenbers
noted the inportance of facilitating coordination between current initiatives
on traditional know edge that have been undertaken by various institutions,
including the establishment of a functional network of such institutions as
recommrended by the Panel. Bureau nmenbers agreed that further work on traditiona
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knowl edge in dryland areas was needed, in particular to develop appropriate
i ndicators on such know edge, its application at a regional level, and the
mai nt enance and pronotion of databases on traditional know edge.

Early warni ng systens

12. The report of the ad hoc Panel on Early Warning Systens (1 CCD/ COP(4)/CST/ 4)
was presented by the Chairman of the Panel and a nunber of comments on the report
were received by Bureau nenbers. The inportance of analysing vulnerability to
drought and desertification, and linking traditional know edge and early warning
systens was highlighted, especially in the area of the collection of data, the
di ssemi nation of information, and neasuring for drought preparedness.

V. DI SCUSSI ON ON FUTURE CST WORK PROGRAMVE W THI N THE FRAMEWORK OF
THE UNCCD, AND REFLECTI ON, BROAD PRQJECTI ON AND TENDENCI ES OF
THE CST PGSSI BLE PROGRAMMVE | N COM NG YEARS

13. G ven the inter-linkages between these two topics, Bureau nmenbers agreed
to discuss them as one agenda item Bureau nenbers requested the secretariat to
prepare a synthesis of all CST activities. They agreed on the need to better
integrate the activities of the CST into those of the UNCCD at national,
subregi onal and regional |evels.

14. The secretariat introduced two docunents for the information of Bureau
menbers. These docunents, noted bel ow, describe additional initiatives in which
the secretariat is currently involved:

(a) Assessnent of the status of |and degradation in arid, sem-arid and
dry sub-hunmid areas: dryland degradation assessnment (LADA) and the m |l ennium
ecosystem assessnent (MEA) (I CCD/ COP(4)/1NF. 6);

(b) Review of activities for the pronotion and strengthening of
relationships wth other relevant conventions and relevant internationa
organi zations, institutions and agencies (| CCD/ COP(4)/86).

15. Bureau nenbers noted with appreciation the work undertaken by the
secretariat with regard to these initiatives, and requested the secretariat to
pursue those initiatives. The CST may wi sh to propose criteria to identify areas
and regions where in-depth studi es/assessnments should be conducted in the future.

16. The secretariat also provided a denonstration of its updated Wb site to
CST Bureau nenbers, who took note with appreciation of the inproved UNCCD Wb
site.

17. A full discussion on the future work of the CST was held, with a nunber
of recommendati ons being made to the CST 4 and COP 4, as foll ows:

(a) Menbers of the ad hoc Panel on Early Warning Systens should be re-
appointed to continue its work, in particular focusing on facilitating nationa
and subregional networks on the prediction of drought and nonitoring
desertification. The Chairman of the ad hoc Panel was requested to clearly define
the objectives and a progranmme of work for Phase Two of work for presentation
at the fourth session of the CST;

(b) G ven that the ad hoc Panel on Traditional Know edge has been active
for two years, Bureau nenbers agreed that, while continuing work on traditiona
know edge in dryland areas was needed, innovative neans of doing so (other than
via an ad hoc panel) would be appropriate. The Bureau nenbers supported the
proposal fromthe Panel on traditional know edge to establish a network of
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institutions relevant in that field. The Chairman of the Panel was requested
to clearly define the objectives and programme of work of such a network. The
Bureau nenbers also took note with satisfaction of the imminent |aunching of a
dat abase on traditional know edge by Italy;

(c) Recogni zing the inportance of continuing work on previous CST
initiatives on benchmarks and indicators, inmpact indicators should be tested on
a pilot project basis in several countries which are well-advanced in the
devel opnment of their National Action Programes. The inportance of ensuring the
availability of adequate technical and financial resources to undertake the
testing of inpact indicators was noted;

(d) Work on Phase Two of the survey and eval uati on of existing networks
woul d be initiated, as per the Bureau’s previous discussions;

(e) Wth regard to longer-term programmng of work for the CST, the
devel opnent of a joint programe of work with other environnmental conventions
undertaken by the secretariat should be strongly encouraged, in particular wth
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Convention on
Bi ol ogical Diversity, and the Ransar Convention. The CST may w sh to consider
future initiatives in exam ning possible global benefits which could be achi eved
t hrough the devel opnment of joint work progranmes;

(f) G ven the inportance of the strengthening of capacity and educati on,
the CST Bureau nmenbers recomend to the COP to encourage Parties to support and
reinforce the training of specialists in the domain of desertification in a
hol i stic manner.

VI, CONCLUSI ON

18. Bureau menbers requested the secretariat to ensure that the present
Chairman of the CST, or alternatively one of the Vice-Chairs, be present at COP 4
in order to present the Bureau’s report.

19. The Chairman nmade a verbal summary of the three-day neeting of the CST
Bureau, and thanked Bureau nenbers and the secretariat for their input into
ensuring a successful and productive neeting.
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Annex |

AGENDA
Ger many
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2000

Openi ng statenent by CST Chairman, M Mses Mineno

Wl coming remarks by a representative of the UNCCD secretari at
Adoption of programe of work and the agenda of Bureau neeting

Revi ew of the CST 4 and the Roster of

Experts

Topi c one:
I ndependent

t he agenda of

Di scussi on of topic one;
Chai r man

coments, remarks and views. Sunmmary by the

Topic two: Survey and eval uation of existing networks

Di scussion of topic two; comments, remarks and vi ews.

Conti nuation of discussion of topic two. Sunmary by the Chairnman

2000

Topic three: Report of ad hoc Pane
and report on ad hoc Pane

meeting on Traditiona
on Early WArni ng Systens

Know edge

Di scussi on of
t he Chai r man

topic three; comments, remarks and views. Sunmmary by
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franmework of the Convention to Conbat Desertification
remarks and vi ews

Di scussion of topic four; comrents,

Conti nuati on of discussion of and five.

Chai r man

topic four Summary by the

2000

Topic five: Reflection, broad projection and tendencies of the CST
possi bl e progranme in the com ng years
remarks and vi ews

Di scussion of topic five; comments,

Conti nuation of discussion of topic five. Sumrary by the Chairnman

Cl osing the neeting
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Annex 11
LI ST OF DOCUMENTS
1. Tentative agenda of work for the CST Bureau Meeting
2. |1 CCD/ COP(4)/CST/1: Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work
3. 1 CCDICOP(4)/CST/2: Traditional Know edge: Report of the ad hoc Pane
4, | CCDY COP(4)/CST/3: Survey and Eval uation of Existing Networks, Institutions,
Agenci es and Bodi es
5. 1 CCD/ICOP(4)/CST/4: Early Warning Systens: Report of the ad hoc Panel
6. |1CCD/COP(4)/5/Add. 1: Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy: Maintenance of the
Roster of Experts
7. 1CCDCOP(4)/INF.6: Assessnent of the Status of Land Degradation in Arid,
Senmi-arid and Dry sub-hum d Areas
8. Pronotion and Strengthening of Relationships with G her Rel evant Conventions
9. Survey and Eval uation of Existing Networks: Executive Sunmary
10. Survey and Eval uation of Existing Networks: Final Report Update
11. Draft Terns of Reference and Proposed Organization of Wrk to be
Undertaken on the Second Phase of the Survey and Evaluation of
Exi sting Networks
12. User guide for CST/CCD Network Survey Database of Contacted

Institutions, Agencies and Bodies
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Annex 111
LI ST OF PARTI Cl PANTS

1. M. Mses D. Miunenp, President of CST, Zi nbabwe
2. M. Carlos Val arezo, Vice-Chair of CST, Ecuador
3. Dr. da Smth, Vice-Chair of the CST, Canada

4, Dr. Kazuhiko Takeuchi, Chairman of the Ad Hoc Panel on Early Warning
Systens, Japan

5. Dr. Pietro Laureano, Chairman of the Ad Hoc Panel on Traditional Know edge,
Italy

6. M. Tinp Maukonen, UNEP Representative, Kenya
Jobo Mol apo, Focal Point for SADC, Lesotho

M
8. M. Philip Baker, Observer, Canada
M

9. A. Ci ssoko, UNCCD
10. M. M Candel ori, UNCCD
11. Ms. J. Sheltinga, UNCCD

12. M. J. Frings-Naberschulte, UNCCD



