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ANTI GUA AND BARBUDA

Thi s docunent is a report produced in conmpliance with decision 11/COP. 1
of the UNCCD with the specific purpose to informthe parties on the progress made
towards achieving the objectives of the convention and to enable themto nake
appropriate recommendati ons to better pursue these objectives. Nationally this
report will act as a guide to the devel opnment of the national action plan to
conmbat desertification and | and degradati on

Antigua and Barbuda is a twin island nation in the West Indies. Wen the
early settlers arrived in the 17" century, they were deterred by a scarcity of
water, although Antigua was noted as a heavily forested island. Thi s dense
vegetation was, however, alnost conpletely renpved by the time sugar cane
cultivation becane the dom nant feature of the economy.

Today, the islands are still trying to cope with the effects of poor soi
types and soil erosion caused by poor agricultural practices. The frequency of
droughts and the economic shift to tourism have further conplicated the issues
and accelerated the rate of degradation. Additionally, recent early stages of
| and degradation as a result of the passage of hurricanes since 1995 have
conmpounded the situation.

Al t hough desertification is not considered i nmnent in Antigua and Barbuda,
| and degradation is a reality. The devel opnent of the Convention to Combat
Desertification, and Antigua and Barbuda's ratification in 1997, will define a
nmore sustainable path for future devel opnent in the country. It is in this
spirit that the National Report was conpli ed.

Section 2 outlines the main factors affecting | and degradation in Antigua
and Barbuda. These factors relate to natural rainfall patterns and poor |and
management practices such as soil and sand mning; residential and industria
activities in watersheds; Jland preparation practices for farmng and
construction; naturally occurring | and and nud slides; degradation of forested
areas and other impacts fromrecent hurricanes.

The national strategies and priorities established within the framework
of sustainable development plans, priorities and conventions affecting
envi ronnent and natural resources are discussed in section 3. The section
defines the National Coordinati ng Mechani sm for national environmental action
within in which the activities to execute the obligations to the Desertification
Convention exists. The process of neeting and reporting as part of this
mechani sm serves as a forumto nmainstreamthe i ssues of desertification and | and
degradation in other conventions and national environmental action planning.

Section 4 details the institutional neasures to inplenment the Convention
to Conbat Desertification and | and degradation. The discussion in this section
covers the institutional frameworks that exist to execute action and how they
have devel oped. It outlines the approach being taken, and organizational
structure.

This section also includes a table that outlines existing and potentia
st akehol ders involved or that will have to becone involved in addressing |and
degradation and their roles and responsibilities in this area. It also defines
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the current legal and judicial nature of the existing executing mechani sm and
details the human, material and financial resources avail able.

The National Action Plan to conbat degradation is laid out in section 5.
It takes into consideration public opinions on |and and water resource use and
stewardshi p. The proposal also recognizes the widely held cultural beliefs and
abuse of | and and watershed resources.

Section 6 addresses the financial mechanismfor the inplenmentation of the
UNCCD. It also addresses the constraints to inplenenting environnmenta
activities in Antigua and Barbuda. Section 8 |ooks at the benchmarks and
i ndicators for |and degradation and the urgent need to address the |ack of
i nformati on on the extent of |and degradation

BARBADOS

On 14 May 1997, Barbados signed the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification and Drought. The Convention canme into force for Barbados on
14 August 1997.

This Convention is very inportant to Barbados for two reasons:

1. The island experiences extreme cases of soil erosion in the Scotland
District area;

2. The island is considered to be a water scarce country by the
Uni ted Nations Devel opment Programre (UNDP) and the Food and Agricul ture
Organi zati on (FAO .

Al | measures which Barbados currently has in place to conbat
desertification and drought were all devel oped prior to Barbados’ involvenent
with the UNCCD. Barbados is nowin the process of preparing its National Action
Pl an in accordance with UNCCD principles.

ES 1. Strateqgi es Established Wthin the Franework of Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
Pl ans and/or Policies

The CGovernment of Barbados has put in place policies and programes ai med
at achieving sustainable development in accordance with the principles of
Agenda 21.

I n Barbados the issue of desertification is addressed through policies on
l and resources. A synopsis of relevant plans and policies pertaining to this

area are given bel ow.

Draft National Physical Devel opment Pl an (1998)

This docunent is intended to provide a vision for the future growth and
devel opnent of the nation by setting out policies to guide rel ationships anopng
| and uses, conmunity facilities and physical infrastructure.
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Area Devel opnent Pl an

The ADP is a project undertaken by the Town & Country Devel opnent Pl anni ng
O fice which exam nes agriculture and non-agricultural |and classes, as well as
the future | and-use policies affecting agricultural |and.

The National Park Devel opnent Plan 1998 (Final Draft)

This plan seeks to pronote |and management within the designated park
boundaries in such a way that the biodiversity of the various ecol ogical systens
are preserved and enhanced for the benefit and enjoyment of the Barbadian
soci ety. The Scotland District, an area which experiences severe |and
degradation, is enconpassed in this plan

The Environnment and Natural Resources Managenent Pl an (1998)

This plan seeks to address the issue of sound use and devel opment of al
natural resources in the island in a manner that is harnonious with the natura
ecosyst ens.

The Medi um Term Macro-Economic Strateqgy (1996-1999)

Devel opnent policies enunciated in this document establish the Government
of Barbados’ intentions and expectations for each sector of the econony over the
medi um and | ong-term

I ntegrated Coastal Zone Managenent Plan (1998)

This plan addresses issues regarding |and use and resource use in the
agricultural sector. Run-off containing substances originating fromthe m suse
of pesticides fromagricultural production contam nate water supplies and affect
marine life.

Bar bados Touri sm Devel opnent Pl an (1998)

The Tourism Devel opment Progranme sets out the framework for devel opnent
of an integrated rural I|and-use policy bringing greater tourism access and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent to rural areas, such as the Scotland District.

Nat i onal Tourism Policy

The National Tourism Policy addresses the issues of |and degradation and
wat er conservation as these resources are vital to the prosperity of the
i ndustry. The broad policy objective of this sector incorporates sustainable
devel opnent principles through conservation of natural resources.

Nat i onal WAt er Conservation Pl an

The National Water Conservation Plan is currently wundergoing its
i npl ement ati on phase. The neasures adopted have been devel oped to attenpt to
maxi m ze voluntary reductions before noving to penalizing neasures, pressure
reducti ons and system shut down.
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Desal i nation

There has been a steady increase in water consunption |evels which can be
attributed to growth in the econonmy and increased |iving standards. Facing the
prospect of insufficient water to satisfy the Barbadi an popul ati on, the Board
of Directors of the Barbados Water Authority contracted a consultant in
August 1995 to examine the feasibility of establishing a desalination facility
i n Barbados.

I n August 1997, PPC exam ned a submission on a ‘Franmework for the
Devel opnent and Managenent of the Water Resources of Barbados’ and accepted anong
ot her things, the reconmrendation that desalination was a viable option for
augnment ati on of the BWA's potable water supply.

The princi pal constraints hindering Barbados from achi eving a sustainabl e
wat er supply for the next 20 years were identified as:

1. A lack of consistent and appropriate data upon whi ch managenent deci sions
can be nmade; and

2. A lack of technically qualified personnel capable of interpreting that data
and i npl enenting the appropriate responses

The Energency Drought Pl an

This Plan identifies paranmeters, such as rainfall neasurenments, ground
wat er nmeasurements, salinity and weather data, that woul d be used to nonitor and
forecast and give the inpact of drought. The Enmergency Drought Plan seeks to
define the conditions under which a drought-induced water supply energency exists
and to specify the actions that are to be taken in response.

Leqgi sl ati on Revi ew

The pieces of |egislation of direct relevance to desertification include
the Cultivation of Trees Act (1951), the Trees Preservation Act (1981) and the
Soil Conservation (Scotland District) Act (1959). Previ ous studies on
envi ronmental |egislation have all concluded that a nore cohesive |ink needs to
be made between the legislation as matters relating to simlar issues are
addressed over a number of statute areas.

ES 2. Institutional nmeasures taken to Inplenent the Convention

To facilitate inplenmentation of the UNCCD, Barbados appointed a Nationa
Focal Point and established a National Coordinati on Body. The Mnistry of the
Envi ronnment, Energy and Natural Resources was appointed as the National Foca
Point and a Comm ttee conprising nmenbers from various agenci es cl osely associ at ed
with the issues of desertification and drought was convened by the Mnistry and
forms the National Coordination Body.
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Nat i onal Coordi nati ng Body

The NCB acts as an advi sory body and has the mandate to provi de potenti al
solutions to the problemof |and degradation in the Scotland District first and
forenmpst and to articulate and facilitate concrete actions utilizing |ow
technol ogy and strong conmunity based sol utions, thus enpowering users towards
management .

Fi nanci al resources allocated to desertification in the Mnistry of the
Environnment are made available from the biodiversity budget. In 2000, the
all ocated anmobunt is 1/10 of the allocation for biodiversity under which the
programe for desertification falls. The Mnistry's budget for biodiversity
ranges from BDS$12, 000 to BDS$18, 000 or US$6,000 to US$ 9,000 annually. These
funds are used for policy-related i ssues and public awareness. Infrastructura
work falls under the Mnistry of Agriculture. 1In the 1997-1998 budget, actua
expendi ture for structures was BDS$702, 145 (US$351,072), and in 1998-1999 it was
BDS$840, 601 (US$420, 300).

A work programme is currently being prepared to facilitate a nore
coordi nated approach to the work of the NCB. The NCB currently does not have
any databases of its own.

No specific national strategy or policy exists for strengthening nationa
institutions and adm nistrative capacity to ensure conpliance with environmenta
| aws and standards. However, under the EMLUP Study, recomendati ons were made
to inprove the environmental institutions, however, due to | ack of funds or human
resources these recomendati ons cannot be i npl enment ed.

ES 3. Consultation Process to Formulate the National Action Plan

Consultation with relevant stakeholders are held in order to facilitate
the participatory approach to dealing with desertification and drought probl ens
in Barbados. Further consultations are planned to assist in the preparation of
the National Action Plan. One such consultation has already taken place in the
formof a National Workshop. The UNCCD secretariat funded this workshop. The
Nati onal Workshop identified three areas that were seen as requiring Action Pl ans
and it is in these areas that the National Action Plan will focus. They are:

1. Agriculture

The relevant agencies represented at the workshop had the vision that
agriculture remain a vital part of the devel opment of the Scotland District, thus
contributing towards the reduction in | oss of topsoil and the prevention of |and
degradati on. Econom c activity through agriculture should be pronoted so as to
benefit the locals in the area.

2. Settlenent

The managenent of settlenent and associated activities as they relate to
| and degradation within the Scotland District needs to be addressed. The
specific objectives of which would be to inprove managenent of existing
settl ements, conbating degradati on associated with settlenments and rationalizing
and planning for present and future settlenents.
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3. Resource Use and Conservation

Conservation and appropriate use of water, arable |and, sand, clay, oil
flora and fauna and people is the vision for this area. The aimis to utilize
an integrated i nformati on approach based on the avail abl e body of know edge in
conjunction with consultation with stakeholders, for use in an integrated
managenment system

ES 4. Participatory Approach to Conbating Desertification and Drought

I n Barbados, much enphasis is being placed on public awareness and
communi cati on by the various sectors involved in the issues of desertification
and drought.

In 1997, the National Conservation Comm ssion agreed that a nore
coordi nat ed approach shoul d be taken regarding the planting and mai nt enance of
trees. In an effort to increase forestation on the island, a committee was
established to formulate plans on how best to involve and encourage the |oca
people in the island-wi de planting of trees. The objectives of the Conmttee
wer e:

1. To establish a national day for tree planting

2. To sensitize the general public about the inportance of trees

3. To encourage comunity groups and schools to assist in the preservation
of the environnent

4, To establish an educati on programe for schools

5. Ref orestati on

Wat er Conservati on Programes

The BWA is involved in public education programmes as they see it as an
i mportant part of any conservation programe. These progranmmes shoul d be ongoi ng
but really only take effect during the drought.

Coastal Conservation Programre

The community surrounding Barclay’s Park in St. Andrew were the main
participants in this effort. The project was inplenmented between April 1998 and
March 1999. The denonstration project focused on practical solutions to the
threat of dune instability.

The purpose of the project was to establish a framework for a working
partnershi p anong busi ness enterprise, the community, NGOs and Governnent for
sust ai nabl e use and protection of dune systens in the island, and to put this
partnership to work on practical activities.

Soi | Conservation Programmes

The Soil Conservation Unit is based in the Scotland District and is the
mai n government department responsible for this area. The SCU is involved in
education of farmers with respect to encouragi ng sustainable farm ng practices.
These practices include teaching themto keep the soil covered, incorporation
of organic matter to assist in percolation, encouraging reduction in the use of
fertilizers and incorporation of the principles of Integrated Pest Managenent
into their practices.
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ES 5. Financial Resources Allocated to Conbatting Desertification and Drought

Currently any nonies needed are obtained from the biodiversity budget.
Sone nonies were allocated in 1999-2000 for public awareness activities and | ow
cost community projects. Any other projects undertaken were funded by nonies
obt ai ned from the Convention secretariat. For the financial year 2000-2001,
funds are allocated for public awareness fromthe biodiversity budget, however,
it is foreseen that these will not be adequate to fully allow for the devel opnment
of a conprehensive plan for inplementation. Biodiversity has a total budget of
BDS$18, 000 (US$9, 000) which has to be split anpbng ten sub areas of whi ch UNCCD
is one. No money has been allocated to formulate the NAP, as this will be
undertaken by the comittee.

In addition to needing funding, Barbados is also lacking in sone areas and
requi res nore technical expertise. |In general, personnel currently enployed have
experience in their various subject areas but require training in specific
techni cal areas.

ES 6. Benchmarks and indicators utilized to neasure progress

At the United Nations Summit on Environment and Devel opnent held in Rio
de Janeiro in 1992, it was resolved that a core set of indicators be devel oped
in order to measure and assess progress towards achieving sustainable
devel opnment. This list of indicators conprises indicators applicable to the
i ssue of | and degradation in Barbados. These are:

annual rates of erosion

downstream siltation

degree of fl ooding,

extent of activities threatening erosion
extent of soil conservation neasures enpl oyed
rainfall |evels.

o0k wNPE

ES 7. Concl usion

A few areas can be identified as hindering Barbados’ efforts to encourage
effective environmental nmanagenent and in so doing fully adopt the UNCCD:

1. Lack of funding and technical expertise.

2. Lack of inter-sectoral cooperation. The efforts of environnmental agencies
are dispersed, there needs to be a more coordinated approach to issues
pertaining to the environment. Information transfer anong organi zati ons

and institutions also needs to be enhanced. A nore cohesive progranme
needs to be encouraged anong the environnental sector

3. I nsufficient i ncorporation of envi ronnent al consi derations into
devel opnent proposals by the private sector

4, Educati on of the general public is not widely seen as a priority issue.
It should be realised that environmental education needs to be pronoted
at all levels.
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5. Devel opnent strategi es have not given enough consideration to the limted
and exhausti bl e nature of environnental resources.

6. The constant |ow priority given to environmental issues primarily due to

the fact that those projects geared to bring in |arge econom c incentives
are usually those with possible negative environnmental effects.

Wth the necessary aid, specifically nonetary assistance to provide for
i ncreased human resources and project inplenentation, training of current staff
and provi sion of equi pnent, Barbados would be well underway to inplenent projects
geared towards mtigating the effects of desertification and inplenmenting
measures to assist in periods of drought.

BELI ZE

Due to its location within the tropical region of the western hem sphere,
no one in Belize considered the issue of desertification to be relevant to
Belize. |In fact, the al nost unani nous reaction, when first nade acquainted with
the term is ‘Certainly not in Belize!’. However, in interpreting
desertification to nean degradation of |l|and and developnent of drought
situations, there is general agreenment that there are exanples and instances of
both problems in this country.

In order to determne the status of desertification in Belize, I|and
degradati on and drought situations were analysed within certain non-exclusive
devel opment sectors. There wer e maj or gr oupi ngs as fol | ows:
Agriculture/lndustrial; Economic and Social (including Cultural). Such an
approach provides opportunities to analyse the situation at |ocal and regi ona
| evel s while incorporating nultidisciplinary input. The results have not been
presented in any order of priority or critical inpact/risk. No exercise designed
specifically to determne the locality, extent, and severity of |and degradation
patterns has been conducted for Belize. No human or financial resources were
made available to carry out such surveys, primarily because there was no
awar eness about this issue in Belize. The survey could not be carried out
because there were no financial resources allocated for such an exercise. The
Nati onal Meteorol ogical Service and the Departnent of Agriculture have both noted
i nstances of water shortages, but again no statistical records have been
mai ntai ned for analysis. The NVB has nmintained rainfall data for about 30 years
for some parts of the country, so sone data do exist to initiate the devel opnent
of baseline data. No framework had been established to institutionalize the
monitoring and recording of the occurrences of drought. A net hodol ogi ca
approach wutilizing collaboration and coordination between government, civil
soci ety, and communi ty-based organi zati ons needs to be established to observe,
record and anal yse all relevant information.

Thi s process should evolve into the fornulation of the National Action Plan
to Conbat Desertification

Once the range and extent of |and degradation and drought cases are
eval uated, priorities can be placed on devel oping policies and action plans ai med
at mtigating the inmpacts of desertification and droughts.
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Land Degradation in Belize has resulted from a nunber of devel opnenta
activities within certain sectors. The nost significant changes appear to be
in the Agricultural/lndustrial sector. The significance of changes in |and
quality is due to the area affected, or due to the actual and potenti al
envi ronnment al damage which results or can result fromthe activity. Wthin the
agricultural sector, the signs of |and degradation is evident in the |arge scale
operations and in the small farmng and mlpa systens. Belize's economc
devel opnment depends nainly on agricultural products. Sugar, citrus, and bananas
are the three major crops that are cultivated. All of these are at risk of
damage or unsustainability due to degradation of the |and or drought. No survey
has yet been conducted in order to determ ne the actual acreages of |and that
has been affected by the practices enployed to obtain marketable products
Degradation in the agricultural sector can result fromthe repeated cultivation
of one crop which depletes the nutrients, or fromintensifying the use of the
| and beyond its productive capacity. The first is the case with large scale
cultivation of crops like citrus and sugar-cane. The latter case occurs in the
m | pa or slash-and-burn farm ng systens.

There are sone cases where forestry activities have also resulted in | and
degradation, but again this has not been quantified and recorded, and simlarly
is not nonitored on a continuous basis. Tinber harvesting activities are known
to result in soil conpaction and erosion, both of which equate with |and
degradati on. Al t hough not considered a forestry activity, but can be a
consequence of such, prescribed and wildfires contribute to |and degradati on.
Nutrients are released too rapidly during conbustion of the vegetation and are
| ost to the atnosphere or easily |eached out of the soil before being recycled
into the emergent vegetation

Mning in Belize is primarily surface renoval of gravel and other materi al
used in the construction industry or for road construction. The nethodol ogy
applied is either to first scrape off the topsoil, then dig out the gravels and
sands for use in house, buildings, streets and road construction and |andfills.
There are no efforts to rehabilitate the extraction sites or pits by replacenent
of the topsoil or planting trees to replenish the nutrients that have been | ost.
The end result is |and degradation.

Droughts and water shortages are increasingly comon occurrences in Belize.
The cases are not epidemc as yet, but increasing demands for potable water
supplies will cause concurrent increases in these situations. The grow ng
popul ati ons and continui ng agricul tural expansion place higher demands on surface
and under ground water supplies.

Al t hough Belize signed the Convention to Conmbat Desertification al nost
three years ago, the public is nostly unaware of the phenonmenon. Devel opnent
of the country has been guided by the five-year plans that the various
gover nnents have proposed upon entering office. The [ack of cohesiveness anong
the various policies has resulted in a simlar situation with nost of the | aws
and regulations utilized for the managenent of the natural resources. During
the last ten years, Belize has benefited from a nunber of bi-laterally and
internationally funded projects. Al'l  have produced huge quantities of
i nformati on suitable for devel opment planning. Less than 50 per cent of such
information is put to use. Simlarly nost of the recomrendations offered are
i gnor ed.
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Fortunately, inproving technology in the media and conmmuni cations is making
the public increasingly aware of the issues affecting their future and even
survival. Menbers of the public are organizing thenselves into non-governnent
and conmuni ty-based organi zations, and making their w shes known by participation
in the devel opnent and inplenmentation of projects. These groups are able to
i nfl uence policy and decision-naking at every level. There is increasing demand
for government agencies to inprove performance and to nake nore efficient use
of the available resources. CGovernnment’s activities prior to and after the
[ aunch of UNCCD is not nuch different. Considerable amunts of technical and
financi al assistance has been punped into various sectors, but change is slow
and difficult to achieve. The human resources base is also limted, so the sane
group of technicians and professionals tend to becone involved repeatedly. This
same group will again be called upon to help to devel op the National Action Plan
required for Belize to meet its obligations under the Convention. This process
will have to continue after the subm ssion of the Belize status report. Many
recommendat i ons have been offered to address a wi de range of issues, but the main
constraint is finance. Belize is a consuner and devel opi ng country, so does not
generate great amounts of surplus revenue which could be channelled into the
human devel opnent sector. It is only within the last two years that this sector
has been given sone priority. The alleviation or elimnation of poverty is now
of high priority for governnent’s attention. Poverty has been determned to be
the main cause of a nunber of the problens facing the popul ation, including |and
degradati on and drought. Inprovenents in this sector will synbiotically create
i nprovements in other sectors. Once the basic needs are addressed, attention
could be given to inproving policies, laws, regulations, to reduce the
duplication, and sonetines contradictory issues arising because of the
interpretation of the |aws.

BRAZI L

The Water Resources Secretariat of the Mnistry of the Environnment, in
charge of conducting the National Policy on Desertification and Drought Contro
in the country, presents in this docunent a view of the desertification process
occurring in the country, previous occurrences in the world and the current

situation of the phenonenon in Brazil. Approximtely 10 per cent of the semi -
arid region, or 98,595 knt¥, have been very seriously affected; 81,870 %m,
seriously affected; and 393,897 knt¥, noderately degraded. Econom ¢ | osses
associated with desertification are estimated at US$300 nmillion per year, and
the cost of reclainming affected areas would require US$2 billion over a 20-year
peri od.

This docunent sets forth the guidelines, objectives and strategies to
conbat desertification, enphasizing the nodern view of integration and
participation of public and private entities and non-governnmental organizations,
as well as the comunities involved, with enphasis on the information process,
education and training programres and the inportance of decentralizing actions.
The strategy adopted encourages investments on human resources and seeks to
devel op the sense of ownership required to ensure the sustainability of actions.

It is also a matter of Policies and Institutional Structuring and of the
instrunents that will enable the actions, highlighting the legal, institutional
econom c/financial, and technical aspects. Great inportance is attached to
ecol ogi cal / economic zoning of the territory, a necessary input in planning
sust ai nabl e regi onal devel opment.
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In addition, this docunent covers various aspects of the desertification
process, in ternms of its actual dinension and degradation potential, the
i mportance of environnental protection of the sem -arid, and the experience of
the Water Resources Secretariat w th hydrographic basins, which requires
interactive and participatory procedures, as well decentralized actions, as
recommended in this docunent.

Lastly, the preparation of the future National Plan to Conbat
Desertification (PNCD) is discussed, together with the nost relevant thenmes to
be considered in its design, including the strategic conponents, financial
resources and indicators to eval uate outcomnes.

COLOMBI A

The Republic of Colonbia is located in the northwest corner of South
America and has a northern coastline on the Atlantic Ocean and western one on
the Pacific Qcean. |Its continental area includes 1,141,782 knt and is entirely
situated within the Inter-tropical Confluence Zone. It receives the NE and SE
Trade Wnds and has a popul ati on of 38,000, 000 i nhabitants, nobst of whomlive
in the Andean region (mountains and savannas). Colonbia is divided into
34 departnents, which are in turn subdivided into 1,082 nunicipalities.

Colombia's location within the Inter-tropical Confluence Zone, where the
Paci fic phenonenon popularly known as "El N fio" originates, |leads to specific
effects as El Nifio manifests itself directly on the Col ombian Pacific coast.
These effects consist of higher sea surface tenperatures and a higher than
average sea level. This phenonmenon alters the weather over the entire Col onmbi an
territory, affecting the entire natural environment in general and the water
cycle in particul ar

The intensity of an El N fio phenomenon depends on the magnitude of the
anomal i es and the area affected by same. Although it produces an inpact, the
intensity of "El N fio" is different fromthe magnitude of its effect on the
weat her and fromits inpact on human activities. The climte effect depends on
the time of the year in which "El N fio" happens and the soci o-econom ¢ i npact
has nmore to do with the vulnerability of the different regions of the country
and the different sectors of national activity.

The past has seen "El N fio" phenonena of varying intensities. For exanple,
the 1982-1983 event is considered to have been quite severe, while those of 1957-
1958, 1965-1966, 1972-1973 and 1991-1992 were severe, and those of 1976-1978 and
1986- 1987 were npder at e. However, the effects on the weather and the socio-
econom ¢ i npact of these phenonena were not related to their intensity.

The phenonmenon of "El N fo" of 1997-1998 had a direct effect on the
Col onbi an Pacific coast, affected the climate over the entire Col onbian territory
and the vegetation-soil systemin terns of attenuating water shortages, affected
the vegetation system and successi on stages and soils, and the water cycle and
wat er supply.
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The inmpact of the NE and SE Trade Wnds conming from the northern and
sout hern hem spheres is greatest between the nonths of May and Septenber. The
clash of these air flows above the Andean masses is responsible for the dual - nnde
and Andean-perineter rainfall systems of the country, which tend to manifest a
si ngl e- mode char act er

Col omhia is characterized by a variety of climtes produced by different
tenmperatures, principally due to altitude gradient and rainfall system Annua
rainfall ranges from 150-200 nm found in Cari bbean regi ons such as the Guajira
Peninsula, to over 10,000 nm in several areas of the Pacific coast region.
Hum dity ranges vary from sub-humd to hyper arid and fromhum d to super humd

Topogr aphi cal conditions (nmountain chains with alternating valleys) and
human settl ement patterns in the nountai nous regions, with the resulting pressure
over the land and its natural resources, and continued deforestation as well as
t he advance of the agricultural frontier, with i nappropriate soil and | and use,
have led to a soil degeneration process which is currently in progress. This
soi |l degeneration process may be seen in the different types of erosion which
accelerate the desertification process that currently characterizes severa
regi ons of the country.

These areas, along with others where climte has been a significant
contributing factor to desertification processes, constitute a series of |and
areas in dry, sem-arid and arid sub-hum d regions.

Sadly, approximately 34.7 per cent of Colonbia' s territory is affected by
slight, noderate, severe and/or very severe erosion. It is inportant to note
as well that the degradation process takes place in different ecosystens, a fact
which should call attention to the respective national and international
agenci es.

For over 30 years the nation has enacted | egislation on renewabl e natura
resources and pollution prevention and control. This legislation has been
reviewed and adjusted based on the social and econom c needs of the nation.
| nportant |egislation includes Decree Law 2811 of 1994, the Natural Resources
and Envi ronnent Code, the Political Constitution of 1991, Law 99 of 1993 which
restructured the ecol ogi cal and environmental sector and created the Mnistry
of the Environnent, and the restructuring and creation of the Autononbus Regi ona
Cor porati ons (Corporaci ones Auténomas Regi onal es, CARs). Thi s environnenta
| egi slative framework constitutes the basis for all types of nmeasures adopted
and for the definition of priorities, plans, programes and projects in conbating
desertification and drought, in alignment with national environmental policy.

Col onmbi an envi ronnental policies include the National Biodiversity Policy,
Forests Policy, Policy Quidelines for Conprehensive Water Management, Strategies
for a National System of Protected Natural Areas, Colonbian WIldlife
Envi ronnent al Management Policy, programres and/or strategies on the management
of renewabl e natural resources and research on sane, and the policies of the
M nistry of Agriculture and Rural Devel opnent, which include Technol ogy Transfer
and Research on Tropical Agriculture.
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There is also the Alternative Devel opnent Plan (PLANTE), Technol ogica
Devel opnent Policy, the National System on Agroindustrial Science and Technol ogy,
Integrated Organization and Sustai nabl e Devel opment of Coastal Areas, Policy
Cui del i nes on the Environnental Organization of the Territory, Clean Production
Policy, Policy Cuidelines on Pesticide Use and Managenent, Strategic Plan for
the Restructuring and Creation of Forests in Colonbia (Plan Verde), Plan Verde
I mpl ement ati on Programme ‘ Forests for Peace. Incentives are being considered for
reforestation and forest preservation by way of the Forest Incentive Certificate
(CIF - Certificado de Incentivo Forestal) and the Incentive for Rura
Capitalization (ICR - Incentivo a |la Capitalizaci 6n Rural).

The entities in charge of the environnmental sector, such as the Mnistry
of the Environment and its affiliated agencies such as |IDEAM (Institute of
Hydrol ogy, Meteorology and Environmental Studies - Instituto de Hidrologia
Met eorol ogia y de Estudi os Anbiental es); Al exander von Hunboldt Institute for
Research on Biological Resources (Instituto Alexander von Hunboldt de
I nvesti gaci 6n en Recursos Biol 6gi cos); Regional Autononous Corporations; Agustin
Codazzi Geographical Research Institute; the entities in charge of research in
the agricultural and ani mal husbandry sectors (CORPO CA and ICA); the entities
in charge of |land resources managenent, such as | NAT (National Land Preparation
Institute/lInstituto Naci onal de Adecuaci 6n de Tierras); and other governnent
entities and, on occasion, private entities, have contributed with know edge
through their studies on dryland ecosystens and on the causes and consequences
of desertification and drought processes, and have placed these studies at the
di sposal of conmunities. Li kewise, in terms of the preparation of specific
pl ans, programes and projects, conmmunity participation processes were undertaken
to identify the causes and analyze the consequences of the process, thus
transform ng conmunities into actors involved in the nmanagenent and resol ution
of the effects they are experiencing.

However, the struggl e against desertification and drought requires anple
coverage in Colonbia, starting with an intense awareness-raising plan at al
| evel s geared at changing attitudes in favor of preventing and controlling
desertification processes. This will facilitate inter-institutional coordination
and preparation and the initiation of programmes and projects, as well as the
efficient nonitoring of their execution. Multilateral as well as bilateral
i nternational, technical and financial cooperation is also required, including
the d obal nechani sm

I npl enrentation of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification
and Drought (UNCCD) is of the highest inportance. The First Semnar -
Preparatory W rkshop for the National Report of the UNCCD was held
10-11 February 2000, with the participation and support of the Regiona
Aut ononous Cor porations, including the participation of dryland areas in their
jurisdictions, such as COMB Corporation for the Defense of the Bucaranmanga Pateau
(Cor poraci 6n de Defensa de |a Meseta de Bucarananga), CORPAMAG - Magdal ena
Regi onal Aut ononmous Cor poration (Corporaci 6n Aut 6noma Regi onal del Magdal ena),
CVC - Valle del Cauca Regi onal Autononous Corporation (Corporaci 6n Aut 6noma de
Vall e del Cauca), CORPOGUAJIRA - Guajira Regional Autononmous Corporation
( Cor poraci 6n Aut 6noma Regional de la Guajira), CAM - Upper Magdal ena Regi ona
Aut ononpbus Corporation (Corporaci 6n Auténoma Regional del Alto Magdal ena),
CORTOLI MA - Tol i ma Regi onal Autononous Corporation (Corporaci 6n Aut 6nonma Regi ona
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del Tolima), CRA - Atlantico Regional Autononous Corporation.4 (Corporacion
Regi onal del Atlantico), CORANTIOQU A - Antioquia Regional Autononous Corporation
(Cor poraci 6n Aut6noma Regi onal de Antioquia), CAR - Cundinanmarca Regiona
Aut ononmous Cor poration (Corporaci 6n Aut 6noma Regi onal de Cundi namarca); the
Mnistry of Agriculture and Rural Developnent and its related institutions
(CORPO CA, ICA, [INAT), IDEAM - the Hidrology, Meteorology and Environmenta
Studies Institute (Instituto de H drologia, Meteorologia y Estudi os Anbiental es),
the | GAC ‘ Agustin Codazzi Geographical Institute (Instituto Geogréafico Agustin
Codazzi), NGO by way of ECOFONDO, PACOFOR Project, a representative of the
Tol i ma | ndi genous Communities and different interested offices of the Mnistry
of the Environnment. Financing is required for the activities progranmmed, which
include the following for the current year: the awareness-raising sessions of
PAN - National Action Programme (Programea de Acci 6n Nacional), the creation
of OCN - the National Coordination Body (Organo de Coordinaci 6n Nacional) and
preparation of the PAN

Col onbi a's situation, with a considerable portion of its surface consisting
of dry, sem-arid and arid sub-hum d regions; with accel erated soil and ecosystem
degenerati on processes; wth abundant, adequate |egislation on natural resources
and the environment; with long-term erosion control and erosion prevention
projects; and currently re-directing its actions according to the criteria of
the Convention, will require national and international financial support to
i mpl ement the PAN, including its infrastructure, equi pment and human resources,
etc.

According to the above, during the preparation of the PAN, priority
proposals are to be defined for submtted subm ssion during the forthcom ng
Conference of the Parties (COP).

COSTA RI CA

Costa Rica has one of the highest densities of biodiversity on Earth.
Around 24 per cent of its territory is in protected areas (public or privately
owned). Nevertheless, the country presently undergoes serious soil degradation
probl emns.

The process of soil degradation in Costa Rica should be regarded
integrally. GCeographical, climatic, social, and cultural factors nust be taken
into account, as well as the inpact of current agricultural devel opnment schenes
and the international globalization process, which determ nes internationa
exchange policies and the country’s consunption patterns.

This first national report on the status of soil degradation has identified
the follow ng | eading factors of degradation in Costa Rica:

. Increasing cultivation of marginal soils;

. Spont aneous appear ance of small settlements in nountainous areas;

. Nati onal | and ownership patterns |l eading to use of fragile areas;

. Badl y pl anned, designed and operated irrigation systens;

. I nsuf ficient enforcenent of |aws pronoting soil and forest conservation
. Def orestati on and poor nmanagement of forest resources;

. Poor managenent of natural resources in watersheds;

. Extrene natural events;

. Economical policies leading to wunsustainable managenent of natura

resources.
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In 1989, 20 per cent of the national territory was estinmated to be severely
eroded. Since then, the nost critical areas have been identified. According to
official accounts, 47 percent of the soils nationwide are highly prone to
degradation, only 28.2 per cent are subject to appropriate use, 45.2 per cent
are underused and 26.6 per cent are overused.

Sone aspects of existing forest policies represent a significant effort
to mnimze the increased rates of degraded | and surface and to pronote recovery
of degraded areas.

Furthernore, the Law for Soil Use, Managenent and Conservati on was enacted
in 1998. This law is intended to help protect, preserve and inprove soils by
means of their integrated and sustai nabl e managenent along with that of other
natural resources; this is to be achieved through integrated environmental
promoti on and pl anni ng.

The law provides the country with the regulatory and institutional
framework for the design and inplenmentati on of nationwi de actions to avert soi
degradation, including institutional organizations and data gathering for |and-
use pl anni ng.

Efforts in the legal field have been followed by numerous other public
actions: the identification of the nobst strongly affected areas, specific
projects involving integrated managenent of sonme inportant watersheds in the
country, soil studies, conservationist agriculture projects, and the prevention
of emergency risk situations.

Regul ations involving forest use and conservation have been acconpani ed
by concrete actions tending to prevent and/or revert degradati on processes, such
as the paynent for environnental services rendered by forested and reforested
areas. This paynment is an incentive given in exchange for the direct influence
that forests and forest plantations have on protection and inprovenment of the
| ocal environnent.

In addition, academ c sectors have contributed with research and know edge
in areas such as soil and forest restoration, wetland conservati on, denographic
growth and unplanned urbanization. Furthernore, certain non-governnenta
organi zations play an active role in environnmental education and in analysing
exi sting | egislation.

However, only a few of these activities have been designed with an
integrated view of the soil degradation problem Mst have been carried out in
an uncoordi nated manner and w t hout | ong-term pl anning.

Current plans have a dimnished functionality due to the lack of a
nati onwi de coordinating agency and of a national action programe agai nst soi
degradation, as well as a financial strategy.

Another limtation is the absence of environmental education actions
oriented to prevention. In addition, gender contents are usually not considered
in the existing soil degradation prevention plans.
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Even though participation of |ocal conmunities has been inportant in the
execution of environmental protection actions, they have been excluded fromthe
deci si on-maki ng process. Conmuni cati on and awareness-raising strategies
regarding this specific subject are |lacking. The work of the NGOs has al so been
fragnmentary and | acki ng of a gl obal perspective.

After this first exploration of the subject, the Advisory Conm ssion on
Soi | Degradation (Com si6n Asesora sobre Degradaci 6n de Tierras, CADETI) shal
commit itself to the devel opnent of a National Action Programe to combat soi
degradati on. It is expected that the necessary financial support wll be
provided for a wide consultation with representatives fromall social groups,
as well as fromrelevant public and private institutions. This discussion shal
include the results of the First National gathering for Awareness Raising on Soi
Degradati on and Desertification (Primera Jornada Nacional de Sensibilizacidn
sobre Degradaci én y Desertificaci én de Tierras), carried out in January 1999,
as well as the results of the workshop organized to analyse this first nationa
report (May, 2000).

DOM NI CA

In 1997, Dominica becane a party to the 1996 United Nati ons Convention to
Conbat Desertification (UNCCD) - an international convention ainmed at conbating

| and degradati on. This First National Report on the Inplenmentation of the
Convention was prepared by the Environnental Coordinating Unit (ECU) of the
M nistry of Agriculture, Planning and the Environnent. The Report wll be

submitted to the Convention’s secretariat by 15 April 2000 as obligated by
decision 13.5 of the V Regional Meeting for Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean

In preparing the Report, prelimnary research, interviews and field visits
to selected sites island-wi de were conducted. These activities were inplenented
within the framework of a multidisciplinary, multisectoral and participatory
approach that enbraced a great number of stakeholders including, inter alia,
rel evant Governnent M nistries; non-governnental organizations (NG3s); conmmunity-
based organi zations (CBGs); farmers; the private sector; the nedia; regional and
i nternational organizations and academic institutions. The results indicate that
| and degradation in Dominica is a serious issue that needs to be proactively,
systematically and conprehensively addressed. |In keeping with the Convention’s
definition, desertification, or |and degradation, here refers to any use of the
land resource that results in a decrease in its biological or economc
productivity.

As such, the issues surrounding |and degradation are conplex and nulti-
faceted and are at the core of concerns for sustainable developnment. This is
particularly true for Dom nica given its fragile natural environnment and uni que
physi ographi c features. In this situation, attenpts to exploit the limted
natural resource base have created a diverse array of clearly visible |and
degradation problems, for exanmple, rapid expansion of the non indigenous
Citronella (lenmon grass) along the west coast due to the | oss of forest cover.

Not wi t hst andi ng this, Dom nica has a long and rich history in its effort
to address these inherent |and degradati on problens, protect its |land resource
base and find sustainable solutions to the conplex |and degradati on probl ens.
This is evidenced by strict |egislative and regulatory policies dating back to
1898 with the enactnent of the Botanical Gardens Act, to the nore recent
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establ i shnment of a third National Park (Mdrne Diablotin) in 2000. Additionally,
Domnica is widely reported as maintaining the greatest |evel of forest cover
(66 per cent) of all of the islands in the Caribbean

Concerning the future, it is clear that the problems of |and degradation
and their solutions transcend the institutional and financial capacity of
traditional institutions, agencies and stakeholders. |In this regard, the report
recommends: (a) an assessnent of existing legislative and institutional neasures
to determine their effectiveness in successfully conbating | and degradation in
Dom ni ca; and (b) nmechanisns for effective coordination of the inplenentation
of the UNCCD through revitalization of a Sustainable Devel opnment Council to
advi se the Government on strategic environmental managenent and sustainable
devel opnent issues. Si mul t aneously, activities nmust occur to strengthen the
Envi ronnental Coordinating Unit to enable it to serve as the Secretariat of the
Counci | .

In support of these initiatives and recommendati ons, this Report notes the
i nextricable |inkage between the tinely availability of technical and financia
resources at the local, regional and international |evel. The successfu
i npl enentation of the Convention in general and in particular the formulation
and inplenentation of Dominica s National Action Plan are contingent upon

avai |l abl e resources. In this regard the G obal Environment Facility (GEF), the
d obal Mechani sm and the Governnent of the Conmmonweal th of Dom nica (GOCD) have
been identified as maj or partners. Thus, a close working relationship will have

to be fostered between these partners and many other concerned parties if
Dom nica is to adequately and conprehensively address the issues described in
this Report and contained in the proposed National Action Plan. The Plan wll
identify several priority areas for consideration. These include the devel opnment
of: (a) supporting |land-use data; (b) climatol ogical data and (c) G S mapping
capabilities. Al of which will support the creation of a conprehensive Nationa
Land- Use Database to facilitate zoning and | and-use planning. These activities
wi Il be juxtaposed upon an essential mass public education progranmme that focuses
on, but is not limted to, schools, farmers, |and devel opers/managers, other
natural resource users and policy nakers.

DOM NI CAN REPUBLI C

The Dom nican Republic is located in the mddle subregion of insular
Anmerica, in the great Caribbean Antilles and |ocated between the |atitudes of
17° 00 and 20° 00 North and the lengths of 68° 71" and 72° 00 West. It occupies
the Eastern portion of La Espafiola Island, and shares it with the Republic of

Haiti, occupying the two third parts, wth a territorial extension of
48,670.82 kn* (University Geographic Institute 1992) and a popul ation of
8.6 mllion inhabitants approxi mately. The econony of the country has been

sustained in the present century, the use and intensive consunption of natura
resources, as it were the forest exploitation of the 1960s, the devel opnent of
an agriculture not well technified and dependent of agrochem cals, polluting
agents, the devel opnent of a policy of export based on agricultural products,
until the end of the 1980s and in the last years, with the devel opnent of
tourism the pronotion of agro-industry and free zones.

Because of their physiographic complexity, local climatic variations
appear, W th annual average tenperatures between 28° Cin the dry | ow zones and
down to 18° C approximately in the nountainous zones (1.300 nmsnn), also the rain
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regime is conplex, with 2,300 nm of annual average, in the rainiest zones
(northeast of the country) and lowering to 450mmin the La Hoya de Enriquillo
(sout hwestern country).

The country counts on little agricultural ground availability, only
20.3 per cent of the territory; the rest includes 24 per cent for pasture and
permanent cultures; 52.7 per cent of forest and 2.5 per cent for the protection
of the wildlife (United Nati ons National Report Conference, 1991). 1In spite of
this, great amunts of forests have been destroyed for the agricultural
activities as sugar cane and rice cultivation, the devel opnment of cattle ranches,
anong ot hers.

Its been estimated that 16.7 per cent (8,055 knt) of the territory of the
Domi ni can Republic correspond to barren and semi-arid zones (Murillo A 1997).
They are at the Southwestern region, extending fromthe La Hoya of the El Lago
Enriquillo to Puerto Viejo, Azua, generally to |less than 300 nsnm Other areas
are in the northwest of the El G bao, extending from Santiago to the border with
Haiti and a small portion in the Eastern region of the country. |In these zones
there are the highest percentage of poor hones of the country.

STRATEGQ ES AND PRI ORI TI ES ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE CONTEXT OF THE PLANS AND/ OR
POLI CI ES OF SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT

The country advances in significant form on the inplenentation of the
Convention, with the devel opnent of a group of strategies, national plans and
programres that contribute and affect the fight against desertification and
drought. The plans, strategies and programres that are devel oped at the present
time are the foll ow ng:

PLAN NACI ONAL QUI SQUEYA VERDE

Its objective is to inprove the conditions of life of the population in
the rural zones, through the promotion, handling and use of the natural
resources, the generation of enploynent, the protection of the environment and
the coordination between governnent institutions and the organizations of the
civil society that work in favor of the sustainable devel opnent.

This Plan has a national coverture, although it prioritizes those areas
that need greater attention. It has great participation by the civil society
and it is executed with Governnent funds, contenplated in the national budget.

PRQJECT FOR ENVI RONMENTAL POLI TI CS

This project was fornulated with the objective of establishing the bases
for an inproved environnental handling in the Dom nican Republic, through a
process of |earning and participation, defining reforns of environmental policies
and el aborating a National Programe of Environnental Managenent.

This project is inits initial phase and it is financed with a |loan of the
Worl d Bank. It will contribute with key investigations to design a Nationa
Programe of Environmental Managenent, which will be able to serve as a base for
the processing of the National Plan of Action to Fight against Desertification
and Drought.
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PROGRAMVE A 21 NACI ONAL

It is an initiative of the Dom nican Governnent for the support of the
National Commission to followup the comritnents with the United Nations
Conf erence on Environnent and Devel opnent and to generate a participative process
between the public and private sector to allowto articulate the social, economc
and environmental di nensions for sustainabl e devel oprent.

The programme’s objective is the devel opment of the institutional and
techni cal capacities of the country, to stop the process of degradation of the
envi ronment and bi odiversity by means of a process that guarantees the bases of
the sustainability integrating the econom c, social, scientific - technol ogica
and environnental dinmensions in the planning and managenent of the national
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, with the participation of different actors from the
society. The sanme one has a horizon of three years, financed by the
United Nations Devel opment Programme (UNDP) and the Dom ni can Government.

NATI ONAL PROGRAMMVE ON CLI MATE CHANGE

This programre is an initiative of the Dom nican Government, founded by
the Cimte Change secretariat with GEF founds. The main programe objective
is to prepare the National Communication to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climte Change, which will include greenhouse gas inventory, a
country study in vulnerability and adaptation to climate change and a mtigation
study. This programme is just starting and is coordinated by ONAPLAN as Foca
Poi nt of the Convention.

NATI ONAL STRATEGY AND PLAN OF ACTI ON FOR THE CONSERVATI ON CF BI ODI VERSI TY

The strategy has the objective to assist the Dom nican Republic in the
preparation of its national strategy and the plan of action of conservation of
bi odi versity, in fulfillment to articles 6 and 8 of the Convention on bi ol ogi cal
diversity. It will identify key strategies and high-priority actions for the
conservation and adm ni stration of biodiversity, in the context of sustainable
devel opnent.

The Strategy and the Plan of National Action, constitute basic tools to
undert ake actions of Fight against Desertification and Drought since it wll
allow to nake a better use of the biodiversity of the country. It isinits
initial phase and it is executed with a donation from GEF

SMALL SUBSI DI ES PROGRAMVE OF THE WORLD FUND FOR THE ENVI RONMVENT ( PPS/ FMAM

The objective of the project is to assure the gl obal environnental benefits
through climatic interventions in the areas of biodiversity, climtic changes
and international waters with proposals based on the community, that generate
| ocal benefits.

In the next two years, the Small Subsidies Progranmme will support the
i npl enentation of about 25 new projects, which will be concentrated in the
provinces of the border zone, which wll approach the pronotion of new

sust ai nabl e net hods of production, and ecotourism using the resources of |oca
bi odi versity, the protection of terrestrial water-bearing sources and the use
of sol ar paddl es and hydrogenerators; like alternative of clean energy. Wthin
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possibilities, the projects to be supported must present a strategy of how they
are going to work the subject of desertification, in the execution place. In
t hi s begi nni ng phase four focal areas have been prioritized: conservation of
the biodiversity, climatic change, international waters and desertification and
dr ought .

NATI ONAL PLAN OF SOCI AL DEVELOPMENT

It is the basic instrument to give answer to the commtnents assumed in
the Summt of Social Development, and constitutes a reaffirmation of the
Dom ni can Governnent to inprove the health, enployment, education, the basic
cleaning, the access to potable water, the nutritional security and the
possibility of having a house for all Dom nicans.

The objective of the Plan is the eradication of poverty, the generation
of productive enploynment and the pronotion of solidarity. The horizon
anticipated for its execution is the period 1996-2005. 1In order to give answers
to the objectives of the Plan, the Programre Comuni dad Digna and the Nationa
Pl an of Feeding and Nutrition are being inplenmented.

NATI ONAL PLAN FOR REDUCTI ON OF POVERTY ( PROGRAMVE A COMUNI DAD DI GNA)

The Programme Comuni dad Digna, constitutes a assenmbly of cultural and
soci al strategies of intervention, in which economc, social, political, gender
cultural and environnental factors are taken into account, as strategies that
conmbi ne the generation of inconme and the access to public services. These
strategi es express the interest in orienting the social expenditure, through
programes focused in the territories where poverty predom nates.

The Plan is being inplenmented and the financial resources conme mainly from
the foll ow ng sources: funds assigned in the national budget to the Programre
of Pronotion of Social Devel opment and funds managed by different public social
institutions. The high-priority geographic areas of the programme are affected
by desertification and drought.

NATI ONAL PLAN OF FEEDI NG AND NUTRI TI ON PLAN ( NACI ONAL DE ALI MENTACI ON Y
NUTRI Cl ON ( PLANAN) )

It is conceived |ike a assenbly of actions articulated to the econom ¢ and
soci al devel opment policies, inplenmented by the Dom nican Government. Its nmain
objective is to increase the levels of nutritional security in all the honmes of
t he Dom ni can nation, stimulating the production of basic foods and increasing
t he buyi ng and consum ng capacity of the social groups.

The Plan is being executed at the noment with funds of the national budget
and external resources by means of cooperation of international organisms, such
as the World Food Programre.

NATI ONAL STRATEGY OF ENVI RONMVENTAL EDUCATI ON

This was devel oped in 1992 with the objective to put in practice the Law
295-85, (that does obligatory to introduce in the educative plans the
conservation of the natural resources and the atnosphere) and for the formul ation
of a Plan of National Action on Environnental Education. The strategy contains



| CCD/ COP(4)/ AHWG 3/ Add. 1
Page 22

a tending assenbly of actions to contribute with the formation of conscious and
defender citizens of its environnent.

The fundanental aspects that they are taken into account in the strategy,
to reach the predicted intentions are: the policy of management, institutiona
aspects, the investigation and the qualification. Wthin the beginning of the
strategy, the Project of Environnental Education in the Basic Education is
executed at the present nmonents, which is financed by the GIZ and t he Doni ni can
Covernnent. This project has a great inportance for the country, since educating
i ntroduces the Environmental education as a transverse axis in the progranmes.

I NSTI TUTI ONAL MEASURES TO | MPLEMENT THE CONVENTI ON

At the present moment valuable efforts in the country are being nade to

create the Secretariat of State of the Environment, which wll have the
responsibility of the handling of the natural resources and the environment and
will unify the existing institutional dispersion in the country.

Li ke a passage of advance to reduce the institutional dispersion, three
institutions have been created at the present tine that concentrate functions
and unify others that were dispersed. The created institutions are: The
National Institute of Environmental Protection (INPRA), with the functions to
send the certification of declaration of Environmental |npact and to establish
mechani sms of control, nonitoring, supervision and pursuit of the contam nation
of the air and the water; including the coastal zones; before, during and after
the execution of any public or private project, anmong others.

The National Institute of Forest Resources (INAREF), which unifies the Miin
Forest directorate and the Forest Technical National Conm ssion, which had (both)
conpetitions in the handling of the forests. The Main Forest directorate, that
was a dependency of the Secretariat of State of the Armed Forces, with the
creation of the INAREF, turns out to be a decentralized institution, which in
future could be directed by a civilian

In addition the Coordinating Commission of Naturals Resources and
Envi ronment (COSERENAMA), with the purpose of establishing the bases for the
creation of the Secretary of State of Natural Resources and Environnent. This
Conmi ssi on devel oped and put under the Legislative chanbers, a Project of Cenera
Law of Environnment and Natural Resources, which introduces several principles
of the convention as they are: the creation of a national fund for the
environnment, which will be used, to develop and to finance programres and
projects of protection, conservation, restoration, education and sustai nabl e use
of the environment and natural resources. This project of |aw prohibits in
addition any activity that produces salinization, latinization aridification and
desertification and any other activity that produces Earth degradati on

PARTI Cl PATI VE PROCESS | N SUPPORT TO THE PREPARATI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE
PROGRAMVES OF NACI ONAL ACTI ON

In the country a National Committee of fight against the Desertificacion
and Drought exists, which was created during the celebration of the First
Nati onal Day of Awareness of the Convention, in Septenber of 1996. Thi s
Committee is integrated by 28 institutions, of which 14 are governnental and
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14 non-governnmental ones. In this one the state institutions participate, the
NGOs, wuniversities, business conpany, professional associations, producer
associ ati ons, wonen organi zati ons and the national press.

At the present nonent, a National Canpaign of Awareness and Diffusion of
the Convention is developed in the country, with anple participation of the
different actors from the affected zones. This national canpaign is being
devel oped by a technical equi pment of the National Comm ttee of Desertification
and Drought and within the sane one in the prioritizing affected zones have been
made five workshops (Santo Dom ngo, Mo Val verde, Barahona and La Romana) in
different points fromthe country.

The groups selected for the acconplishment of the workshops have been the
Provincial Councils of Development, for consider these as the participative
institutions that exist in the provinces, since they are integrated by the
provincial, municipal authorities and by representatives of the social and
congressional forces of the provinces and with a nultisectorial structure, that
allows to make a coordinated and effective work for the application of the
Conventi on.

PROCESS OF CONSULTATI ON | N SUPPCORT TO THE PREPARATI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE
PROGRAMMVES OF NATI ONAL ACTI ON AND THE AGREEMENTS OF ASSCOCI ATI ON W TH DEVELOPED
COUNTRI ES PARTI ES AND OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONS

The Dom ni can Republic has not yet processed its National Plan of Action
of Fight Against Desertification and Drought, which had not received the
corresponding financing for these ains. In spite of this the country has
received financing fromthe Secretary of the Convention, to acconplish the First
Nati onal Day of Awareness and being able to submit the First National Report of
| mpl ement ati on of the Conventi on.

On the other hand the country has received financing from UNSO PNUD, for
the inplenmentati on of the National Canpai gn of Sensibilizaci édn and Diffusion of
the Convention, which is inplemented at the present nonents. The Domi ni can
Covernnent has submitted to the secretariat two proposals, the one with the Basic
Li neaments for the el aboration of the National Plan of Action, in which he asked
for to the Secretary financial support and technical cooperation of sonme
countries and a other proposal, for the acconplishment of a Bi-national D agnosis
of the Border Zone. To date this financial request has not been received.

OVERHAUL OF REFERENCE PO NTS AND | NDI CATORS USED TO MEASURE THE PROGRESS AND
EVALUATI ON OF THE SAME

Al t hough the country is imersed at the noment in a dynam c process of
structural changes and legal and institutional reforns of the environnental
sector, it has been recogni zed as urgent tasks the necessity to devel op national
envi ronmental indicators, and the institutional and technical definition of the
capacities and coordinations that nust be created to generate this informtion
and to make a system possible of nonitoring. The identification of a conceptual
base and a nethod adapted for the selection of indicators, and of an appropriate
process for the possible devel opnent of a system of nonitored and pursuit is at
t he nonent under consideration.



| CCD/ COP(4)/ AHWG 3/ Add. 1
Page 24

ECUADOR

1.1 | nt roduction

In Ecuador, desertification was recognized a few years ago as an
environmental problemat a national level. It affects all the provinces of the
Sierra and three in the Ecuadorian coast (Lugo 1995). There are no conplete
studies in Ecuador that analyse jointly all the main factors that cause
desertification. Nevertheless, it has been estimted that 27 per cent of the
countries’ surface possesses an evapotranspiration potenti al relation
precipitation that is equal or |less than one, and therefore, constitutes the
areas nost prone to desertification (MAG PSA 1999).

In Ecuador, the irrational exploitation of the natural resources has been
the cause that for nost of the practices that cause desertification to rise to
hi gh |l evels. According to MAG ORSTOM (1984), alnost 47.9 per cent of the country
is affected by erosion problens, that is around 123.555 kn%. The rate of
deforestation in the country is 2.3 per cent (WRl in Vasquez and U | oa 1996),
whi ch has been the cause for the loss of 92 per cent of the vegetation cover
(Sierra et al 1999). Finally, 77.8 per cent of the rural population and
44.6 per cent of the urban population of the country are under conditions of
extrenme poverty (1 NFOPLAN, 1999).

The provinces that are nost affected by desertification are Manabi in the
coast and Loja and Chinborazo in the Sierra and it is precisely at the provincia
| evel where the aforenentioned factors reach alarmng | evels. Therefore, in these
provi nces the vegetati on cover occupies only between 25 and 30 per cent of the
territory; the erosion processes affect 55 to 75 per cent of the surface and
poverty affects 64 to 80 per cent of the population. The |ack of productivity
of the land together with the Iong and intense dry periods have caused 3.4 to
7.6 per cent of the populations of Loja, Mnabi and Chinborazo to emgrate
These provinces are anong the five provinces with the highest em gration indexes
in the country. Therefore, it is precisely at this |evel that many efforts have
been nmade to attack this problemeven before the ratifying the Convention

Ecuador, preoccupied with the environnental situation present in the
country, participated actively in the preparation and negotiation of the CLCD
which was ratified by the Executive Power and published in the Oficial Register
of 6 Septenber 1995. The drafting of the National Action Plan against
Desertification (PAND) started in October 1995. Since that year up to the
present, the process was carried out intermttently between periods of great
activity and other of none. A national political context marked by instability,
i nci pi ent consolidation of an authoritative environmental policy and especially,
the lack of continuous and adequate financial support, have contributed to
Ecuador not being able to finalize the process of drafting the PAND. However,
and in spite of all obstacles, various national governmental and non-governnent al
institutions have carried out great efforts to continue with the processes, anong
these: the Mnistry of the Environnment (MA), in particular the Departnent of
I nternational Agreenents; the Mnistry of Agriculture (MAG, through their
Sectorial Agriculture Programme (PSA); the Ecuadorian Forestry, Natural and
Protected Areas Institute (INEFAN); the University of Loja, through their
G aduate Centre; the International Network of Organizations for Desertification
(RIAD), in particular, EcoG encia, the focal point of the network in the country.
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This National Report follows the guidelines of the nethodol ogi cal guide,
whi ch may apply best under the conditions of the countries that el aborated and
are executing PAND. Gven that Ecuador is in the process of drafting the Pl an,
the answers to nost of the questions in the guide refer to the preparation stage
and not to the application. This report highlights the efforts nade by different
organi zations to face the problem of desertification specifically within a
broader agenda. These efforts have been carried out w thout considering PAND
given the problens that Ecuador faces due to desertification

1.2 Strategies and priorities established within the context of the plans
and/ or policies of sustainable devel opnent

I n Ecuador no specific plans or strategies have been established to conbat
desertification. However, there are policies that include nmeasures to detain
the practices that cause it, especially in the environmental field, and at the
sectarian level, in the areas of agriculture, water resources and energy.

Ecuadorian environnental policies started to be set forth since the
m d-1970s, a period in which many inmportant |aws and regul ati ons were i ssued (see
section 4.3 regarding the | egal framework) and programes were established, al

related to environmental rmanagenent. Anmong these, the following my be
hi ghl i ght ed:
. Est abl i shment of the National Programe for Soil Conservation (1980-1984)

which carries out a diagnosis of the situation of the soils in Ecuador
the main erosion processes in the country are defi ned;

. Agenda for Devel opnent: 1993-1996 (CONADE 1993), in which a profile of
the environnmental problens of the country are defined and desertification
is established as a national problem

Wth the establishnent of the Environment Advisory Comrittee for the
President of the Republic of Ecuador (CAAM, the environnmental institutionality
starts to become a national strategy and policy. CAAM pronotes the process for
the drafting of three fundamental elenments: first, the Basic Principles for
Envi ronmental Managenent (approved in Decenber 1993); second, the Basic
Envi ronnental Policies (approved in 1994), in which Ecuador establishes that it
faces 11 environnental problens, anong them desertification

The third element of this process, the Ecuadorian Environmental Plan
(approved in 1994) was devel oped by CAAMto be an operative instrument through
whi ch the inplenmentation of policies is facilitated. As in the case of CLCD it
establishes that the efficacy of environmental managenment depends on key factors
such as: institutional, econom cal, science and technol ogy, participation and
education and information

All  these plans, programes and projects were planned in 1995,
unfortunately, due to the political instability in the country between 1996 and
1999 and especially due to the | ack of econom c resources for its financing, none
of the proposals for the Fight against Desertification have been carried out.



| CCD/ COP(4)/ AHWH 3/ Add. 1
Page 26

After ratifying the CLCD, in the country four planning tools for the
envi ronmental, social and economc areas were developed. These are in
chronol ogi cal order, first the National Plan for Social Devel opnent (1996), which
is a docunent drafted by the Technical Secretariat of the Social Front, whose
focus is not the managenent of natural resources but the pressures on them The
Pl an recogni zes desertification as an environnental problemin the Ecuadorian
coast but does not recognize its inmportance in the Sierra. Second, the Specia
Programe of Food Security of Ecuador, PESAE (1997), created on 19 Cctober 1997,
anmong its main actions is to support the establishment of policies and strategies
for food security and the creation of a National Commttee for Food Security
established by institutions involved in the theme. Third, the National Strategy
for Sustainable Devel opnent (1999) developed by the MA based on PAE. The
strategy defines the government’s general policy on themes related to the
envi ronment and sustainable devel opnent. Even though it does not define
desertification as a problem it shares the CLCD s focus, considering civi
partici pation as a nechani sm necessary for the managenent of different resources.
Finally, the Environmental Policy for the Agriculture Sector (1999), devel oped
by the PSA and MG considering the direct incidence that the environnent has on
agricultural productivity. This programme has devel oped a series of docunents
in which the agricultural situation is analysed and general policies are proposed
regarding |and, socio-economc factors, soil, water, agrochemicals and the
general processes that directly or indirectly influence
productivity.

1.3 Institutional nmeasures taken to inplenent the Convention

Ecuador, as part of the process of fornmulating the PAND, has defined the
structures and functions of the National Coordination Organ (OCN) which in
Ecuador is known as the National Conmittee against Desertification (CLND). The
thenes related to | egal personality, |legal capacity and financial autonony of
this commttee have not yet been discussed within the proposed institutiona
background. The CLND will be established once the drafting of the PAND is
reactivated

In the participatory workshops an institutional structure was proposed for
the preparatory stage of the PAND and another one for its execution. Bot h
structures contenpl ate the conformati on of the CLND as the maxi mum coordi nati ng
organi sm of the Regional Conmittees (CRs) and the Local Conmittees (CLs).
However, there is a proposal that for the drafting phase, a coordinator should
direct the CLND supported by the Technical Secretariat. For the execution phase
the Committee should be directed by the current technical focal point, the
departnent of International Agreenents of the MA, which will act as the Executive
Secretariat supported by the previously established Technical Secretariat. In
both cases, the secretariats will be in charge of supporting and follow ng the
application of PAND at a national and |ocal |evel.

During the preparatory stage of the Plan, the CLND will have the foll ow ng
roles: gathering additional funds to continue with the process; gathering and
anal ysing the information received by the Regional Comm ttees; preparation of
the first PAND proposal; and, coordination of consultative neetings and
val idation of the plan at the national level. During the execution it will be
in charge of gathering funds for the inplenentation of projects and programres
at the regional level; and, the establishnent of contacts for a technical and
scientific exchange with scientific organizations or special guests.
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The functions of the Regional Conmittee, during the drafting of the PAND

will be: analysis of the results of the regional workshops; selection of
priority progranmes and projects and the initiatives of the NG and | ocal
communi ties; preparation of progranmes for regional actions. During the
execution stage, they wll have the following functions: system zi ng

experiences, investigating alternative solutions, pronoting capacity-building
actions, pronmoting dissemnation actions and carrying out nonitoring and
eval uati ons.

In Ecuador, the establishment of these institutional structures was
pronoted during the first stage of the process of inplenmenting the Convention
unfortunately, the lack of continuity during the process and the lack of
financial support did not permt the consolidation

The CLND wi Il be made up of nine institutions fromthe governnental sector
and five fromthe non-governmental sector that have a wi de span, representation
and pernmanence, enough resources and power of decision. Each one of these
institutions will assign a permanent delegate to the committee who will have
power of decision.

Various actors participated in the CRs, anong these: provincial councils,
muni ci palities, NGOs, regional corporations, indigenous organizations, the church
and the representatives of the institutions that are part of the CLND. Town
councils, local NGOs, grass-roots organi zations, the church, anong others, form
the O s.

The CLND, through the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, will have a direct
relationship with the Agreement’s Secretariat in order to carry out the roles
mentioned in the previous nuneral, especially those related to fund-raising.

Various inventories of national and regional projects related to
desertification has been carried out for the drafting of PAND. A database is
bei ng developed with this information. Parallel to this effort and as part of
the objective of supporting environmental managenent, the MA has devel oped a
System of Information on the Environment (SIAM, which includes a database on
i nternational agreenents, anong these the CLCD and the Centre of Information on
Bi odi versity (CIBE). GQher than the initiatives of the MA, there are various
institutions in the country that have databases with information on different
aspects related to desertification, such as: the MAG the Ofice of Planning
of the Presidency, ODELPLAN, the Centre of Agricultural Information of the
Uni versity of Loja (CINFA); EcoCiencia Foundation in its Projects Biodiversity
Conservation’ and ‘ Parano Conservation' ; and, FAOMAG with its Special Programe
for Food Security.

The PAND proposal was drafted in August 1999, and since that date unti
now no devel opnent pl ans have been devel oped at the national |evel regarding the

econom ¢ and social areas. In the environnental protection thene, Ecuador, as
part of the Convention of Biological Diversity, is drafting the National Strategy
on Biodiversity. For this, the focal point of the CLCD will pronote working

groups with the group that is responsible for the strategy in order to discuss
t he document proposed by PAND and define the synergies, focus and operative,
among the conventi ons. The sane process will be carried out with the group
responsi ble for the Convention on Climate Change.
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In the future, the interinstitutional structure of the CLND will allow the
i nclusi on of the PAND guidelines in the working agenda of various governmenta

institutions, especially those related to planning. In order to consolidate this
process, the PAND proposal includes anong its lines of actions, its dissem nation
in various political spheres within the country. |In this way, its guidelines

may be included in the drafting of future national strategies.

At a subregional level, the country is supporting the establishment of a
Subregi onal Plan of Action for the American Puna (PAS/Puna), an initiative of
Peru, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina and Ecuador. The objectives of this plan are
to pronote research, information exchange, experiences, training and the
devel opnent of policies for the conservation and managenent of the paranmo and
puna ecosystens at the subregional |evel.

Desertification, and specifically the factors that have caused it, have
been the thenes for at least ten laws in the country; anpng these are the
Political Constitution of Ecuador and other |laws for the agriculture, water and
envi ronnent al management areas.

1.4 Participative process in supporting the preparation and inplenentation of
PAND

Drafting of PAND started at the begi nning of Cctober 1995 according to the
princi ples established by the CLCD. In order to analyse the |ocal necessities,
si x regi onal workshops were carried out in six cities representing the countries’
regions that are nost affected by the process of desertification and drought.
The workshops’ results were processed by the Regional Coordination Conmttees
and presented during the First National Wrkshop, which was carried out during
26-27 February 1997 under the coordination of | NEFAN and EcoCi enci a.

The regional wor kshops had the participation of a total of
241 representatives of a diverse group of institutions. 105 participants were
present in the First National Wrkshop, 60 OG representatives, 15 ONGs, siXx
i ndi genous comrunities, nine universities, four professional guilds, two from
the private sector, two foreign guests and seven representatives of cooperation
agencies and international projects. The Second National Wrkshop, for the
di scussion of the final draft of PAND, had 29 participants, representatives of
14 OGs, 5 ONGs, 2 international organisms, 5 grass-roots organizations and 3 from
academ a

During this process, some documents and reports were dissenmnated to the
actors and have been the base for the preparation of the first draft of the PAND
docunment. The draft of the PAND document was di ssemnminated anong institutions,
organi zati ons and persons that had participated in the preparative process for
its discussion. During the Second National Wrkshop comments on the document
were gathered and system zed; these are described in the Menories of the Second
Nati onal Wor kshop.
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1.5 Consul tative process for supporting the preparation and inplenentation of
PAND and the association agreenents with devel oped countries and other

or gani sns

The first consultative process with the cooperati on agencies was carried
out during the First National Workshop. Seven representatives of cooperation
agenci es and international projects assisted. They received information on the
priorities for action at the national and regional level in order to conbat the
desertification problem Unfortunately, due to the diverse obstacles that have
i npeded the definition of PAND, no associ ati on agreenments were established with
the international counterparts in order to finalize the drafting process or its
future application. The reactivation phase for the fornmulation of the Plan wll
i ncl ude new consul tative rounds that will have the general objective of guiding
support fromthe devel oped countries and nultilateral cooperation organi sns.

1.6 Measures adopted or planned within the context of PAND, includihg neasures
to pronote environmental econony, conservation of natural resources,
pronmotion of institutional or gani zati on, i nproving know edge on
desertification and its control for nmonitoring and evaluation of
desertification and drought

Di verse institutions as DINAREN (formally PRONAREG), the National Counci
of Water Resources, CNRH, the National Institute of Meteorol ogy and Hydrol ogy
(I NAMHI ), [ NEFAN, CAAM MA, Centre of Natural Resource Integrated Surveys by
Renote Sensors (CLIRSEN); at the regional |evel, the regional corporations; at
the local level, the nunicipalities and the provincial councils; in academ a
the National University of Loja and the Universidad Laica El oy Al faro; have been
charged with the inventory and characterization of natural resources in the
country, particularly regarding soil, vegetation and water. Mst of the studies
carried out by these institutions, except those recently created, have
information that will enabl e an adequate nonitoring of the factors that pronote
desertification.

The inportance of the problem of droughts and desertification at the
nati onal level, and especially their w de incidence at regional |evel, have given
way to the devel opnent of programmes and specific projects on desertification
by several governmental and non-governnental institutions or that they
contenpl ate desertification as part of a broader agenda. Ten gover nment
institutions, 14 non-government organizations and 5 of the academic sector are
carrying out projects related to the desertification. These projects approach
di verse topics, anong the nost inportant: nmanagenent of forest resources,
agroforestry, inmprovenment of the agricultural and cattle productivity,
agroecology and irrigation. Anong these initiatives, the proposal for managenent
of the binational basin Catamayo-Chira (Ecuador-Peru) should be highlighted.
This project involves managenent of 70 per cent of Loja, for which a consortium
of 14 institutions of the CGovernment and non-governnment sectors, grass-roots
organi zati ons and academ c institutions has been created.

In general, all the mentioned projects include, as a central axis,
capacity-buil ding and enpowerment of |ocal organizations in order to conbat
desertification or the factors that cause it. Training efforts in the field of
formal education have been directed by the Council of Universities and
Pol ytechnic Schools (CONUEP), which <carried out a Wrkshop-Seni nar on
Bi odi versity and Desertification, in Manta in 1997. 1In the long term CONUEP
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pl ans to devel op a Masters Progranme of Environnmental Admi nistration with three
themati c axes: Contam nation, Desertification and Biodiversity. This proposa
is in the fund allocation stage.

The MA, in an effort to pronote the inclusion of the environnental topic
in local admnistration, has developed, since 1997, the project Technical
Assi stance and Renedi ation of the Environnent, PATRA, whose objectives are to
i nvigorate the key institutions of environmental nanagenent from the centra
Governnent and the Minici pal Governnments. The Association of Minicipalities of
Ecuador, AME, al so works towards advising the municipalities of the country for
the elaboration of Local Strategic Plans. One of these conponents is
envi ronnment al managenent .

The country is participating in the definition of the Subregional Plan for
the American Puna, PAS/puna. |In Ecuador, this proposal is directed by the MA
and EcoC encia, focal point of the R OD, through the Wrking Goup for Paranos,
GIP, a multidisciplinary platformopen to the exchange of experiences in parano
management .

1.7 Financial contributions fromthe national budgets to support installation
financial assistance and technical cooperation, including their affl uence,
processes to identify their requi renments, financing areas and
establishment of priorities

The thene of accessibility of the |local actors to the existent financing
sources is contenplated in the proposal of the PAND. The creation or definition
of a specific nechanismthat will guarantee financing to conmbat desertification
in Ecuador is still under discussion. On this aspect, strategi es devel oped by
the MA that can be applied to the desertification thenme, such as: the Nationa
Envi ronnent Fund (FAN), the Strategy of Bilateral Technical Cooperation and that
of applying the Mechani sm of Cl ean Devel opment (MDL), are being studied.

In general, the process of elaboration of the PAND has not had financing
that will allow processes of |ong-term devel opment; on the contrary, the funds
have been scarce and di scontinuous. During these five years, the country has
recei ved $41,500 for the el aboration of the PAND, which doesn't synpathize with
the serious problens that the country faces in the desertification theme. Even
nore, nost of the funds have been allocated as result of direct contacts with
bi | ateral cooperation and not as part of the commtnents of the Secretary or of
the financing organisns related with the Convention. Offers of financing by FAO
have existed, froma $50,000 fund, and, fromthe Secretary of the Convention that
prom sed support by financing an international consultant during one year,
unfortunately these offers have not been fulfilled yet.

For the reactivation of the process it is hoped finally to have support
fromthe financial organisns of the Convention, anong these the world mechani sm
t hat should by mandate economically support to the country' s efforts to apply
the Convention and to prevent or to nitigate the serious effects of
desertification.
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1.8 Review of the reference points and indicators used to neasure the
progresses and their eval uation

The devel opnent of a system of information and desertification nonitoring
at the national |evel is an aspect taken into consideration in the PAND proposal,
in their line of action 2 on Science and Technology. Wthin this thene it is
necessary to highlight the efforts carried out by other institutions in this
field, activities developed w thout having the PAND background, given the
i mportance of this environnental problemin the agricultural field. Such is the
case of the follow ng projects: System of Environnmental WMnitoring for the
Agricul tural Sector, developed by MAG in particular by the Environmental
Managenent Unit and the PSA in agreement with the DI NAREN, CLIRSEN and the
Interanerican Institute for the Agricultural Cooperation, |ICA

Anot her initiative of nonitoring of desertification and drought that shoul d
be highlighted, is the one carried out by the Universidad Laica El oy Al faro of
Mant a, Manabi through their project Mnitoring of the Desertification and the
Drought in Manabi, which is being partially executed due to the |lack of funds.

EL SALVADOR

Backar ound

The Republic of El Salvador is |located between |atitudes 13" 10' and 14’
27" North and longitudes 87" 43" and 90' 08 West; it’s the smallest and nost
densely populated country in the Latin American region. There are several
ecol ogi cal zones, ranging fromthe savannah vegetation in the central part of
the country, the nebul ous forests in the high parts until the mangrove forests
in the coastal area. Its little territorial extension and a high popul ation
density make that the natural resources are subject to the population's grow ng
pressure. For its location in the slope of the Pacific, it presents a regine
of rains with a lingering dry season and a rainy season, which presents a
decrease of precipitation for 30 days, called mdsumrer (canicula). Thi s
phenonenon occurs mainly in the East Zone of the country every year, where it
usual |y causes negative inpacts on the economy and regional agriculture, mainly
in the production of basic grains and the production and distribution of
drinkabl e water for different uses.

Ext ent _and Severity of Desertification

The phenonenon of desertification in El Salvador with regard to its extent,
severity and increasing rate; just as it was established by the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification (UNCCD), is a process that still needs to
be fully researched. However, in the Raising Awareness Journeys carried out,
drought is recognised as an environmental problem which is seen to a greater
extent in the East Zone of the country. The nost pal pabl e evidence of this
environnental problem is the gradual deterioration of soils, caused by
unsust ai nabl e human activities, mainly due to ill practices of subsistence
agriculture in hillsides and to the inadequate use of soil. O her indirect
causes also exist, such as legal, institutional, lack of research, |ow
educational standards and others which seen as a whole, contribute to such a
deterioration. 1In 1985, it was estimated that 59 mllion metric tons of soils
were | ost annually by erosion, within 75 per cent of the national territory.
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It really should be said that a desertification process already exists in the
country, assuming that the UNCCD refers to the "deterioration of the physical

chem cal and bi ol ogi cal properties or the economc properties of soil." It is
notorious that in part of the territory soils are nore deteriorated in those
areas where problens of drought exist. The soil loss due to erosion is a problem

that has affected the country for many years.

Past National Efforts to Conbat Desertification

On June 27th 1997, the Legislative Assenmbly of El Salvador ratified the
UNCCD, and since then several efforts have been carried out to followit up in
the country. Two Raising Awareness Journeys have been carried out, one in San
Sal vador in 1998, Capital of the Republic, and another in the City of La Uni6n
in 1999, in the country's East Zone. As a result of these efforts the basic
i nputs have been obtained that will help to draw up the National Action Plan
(NAP). An Interinstitutional Commttee for National Consultation has been created
with representatives of different government's institutions, the private sector,
a University and a non-governmental organisation which is working in follow ng
up the commtnments established by the Convention. The drawing up of the Nationa
Report is another inportant step in the followup and inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

Strateqgi es and Established Priorities

The Strategic Plan of the New Al liance put forward for the 1999-2004 period
is the main devel opment instrument of the Sal vadorian governnment; it is based
on the country's reality, it contains novel positions, visions and integra
sol utions, an environmental component stands out aimng at human devel opment.
Basic conditions are laid dowm to work for the country's sustai nabl e devel opnment
where econony and nature work in a harnoni ous way. In the present Plan of
Nat i onal Devel opment it is evident the intention of approaching the probl em of
degradation of lands in a nore direct and effective way than before. It aims,
for instance, at "inplenenting a policy on managi ng and rational use of soil to
mnimze its degradati on and use such a resource in a sustainable way". It also
sustains that the participation and decentralization process produces better
projects, a nmore effective and denocratic state and a nore functional, solid and
conpetitive market. In each one of the policies of the New Alliance,
institutional programes have been fornul ated that contain operative actions to
be i nmpl emented starting in the year 2000. Wthin the environnental |aws |inked
with the phenonmenon of desertification, there are national and sectoral policies
and an environmental |egislation, which is indirectly related with this
phenonenon, being this the nost notorious characteristic in the Salvadoran
| egi sl ation. There exists other plans and several institutions, which have
indirect relationships with desertification and drought.

Institutional neasures taken

At the nonment, the Organ of National Coordination (ONC) is the Natura
Heritage Direction of the Environnent and Natural Resources Mnistry (MARN), in
charge of fornulation, planning and execution of natural resources policies.
The National Focal Point of the Convention of the United Nations to Conbat
Desertification is at the MARN offices. The Non-governmental Focal Point is the
Sal vadoran Centre of Appropriate Technol ogy (CESTA). An Interinstitutiona
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Committee of National Consultation has been created, which depends on the O gan
of National Coordination and the National Focal Point, which nmeets regularly.

Their menbers are responsible to followup and coordinate activities for the
i mpl ementation of the Convention. The financial resources of the ONC depend on
t he annual budget assigned to MARN therefore, the ONC doesn't count on financia

resources of its own. Only a person at MARN (the Focal Point) works in the
following up of the Convention, assisting other responsibilities that are
conmmended to him The country still needs to take the necessary actions to form
an institutional framework to control desertification in a coherent and
functional way. El Salvador doesn't report progress as regard to connections
or local, national links and with the other Central American countries through
projects on desertification and degradation of |ands which contain social,

econom ¢ and environnental problens.

Legal Franewor k

The Political Constitution of El Salvador establishes that the
Internati onal Conventions ratified by the country are secondary |aws and these
prevail on other |aws when contradictions exist anong them therefore, they are
mandat ory. Besi des, the Constitution establishes inportant provisions on
envi ronment al education, control of environnental conditions, rights of children
and civil rights. Al so the Environnent Law and its Ceneral Regulation are in
full operation, as well as the General Law of Fishing Activities, the Law of
Conservation of WId Life, the Forest Law and others which provide a |ega
framework for the effective inplementation of the UNCCD in the country. Specia
measures do not exist to adapt the current legislation or to introduce new
decrees to harnonize themw th the principles of the UNCCD

Participation Process

The participation process has started with the carrying out of two Raising
Awar eness Journeys to conbat desertification, with the participation of sectors
involved in the problem The first Journey was carried out on
23-24 February 1998 in the Capital of El Salvador with an attendance of 98 peopl e
and the second in the city of La Unidn (28-29 Cctober 1999, attendance 55 peopl e)
in the East Zone. The resulting docunments of both journeys were published, but
it is necessary to nake them available to | ocal communities and they are basic
i nputs for the process of drawing up the NAP. It is considered that there are
few barriers for the participation of wonen, since the gender approach has been
spread in the country and certai n awareness has been achieved. In June 1999, the
Focal Point participated in activities organi zed during the annual cel ebrations
of environment nonth, where Desertification Day is included (17 June). The
i nformati on and communi cation activities were from person to person, radio
interviews or talks to students in educational centres. The function of the
Inter-institutional Committee of National Consultation of keeping infornmed other
organi sati ons has been initiated. There is the risk that people nmay |ose
interest and notivati on when not having a continued followup of activities
carried out.

Process of Consultation

The office of International Cooperation at MARN doesn't have projects
related to desertification control with devel oped countries and other agenci es.
Therefore, there are no donor countries as yet. El Salvador is being favoured
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by the technical and financial support for environment com ng from abroad and
there exists potential available financing sources when negotiating funds for
the inplenmentation of the Convention to Conbat Desertification. No consultation
and harnoni zati on process has begun for comon actions anong Central American
countries. The only consultations have been at national |evel and no work has
been done outside the frontiers of El Sal vador

Adopt ed neasures

One of the purposes of the Journeys carried out was to begin with a raising
awar eness process on the causes and effects of the desertification phenonenon
and droughts in the country caused by unsustai nabl e human activities and climatic
variations. Also, basic information was obtained in consensus on the current
state of environnmental degradation in El Salvador, which can be considered in
the drawing up of the NAP in the near future. |In such a sense, it can be said
that the process of drawing up the NAP has already begun, although it has not
been concluded. The Inter-Institutional Conmittee is planning and coordinating
the holding in El Sal vador of the Sixth Regional Meeting of Latin America and
the Caribbean of the UNCCD in August 2000. At the nmoment, the country |acks
specific programres of technical scientific training on the phenonmenon of
desertification. It is considered that the local capacity has not been
prioritized to inplement the Convention. An investigation programre is needed
to concentrate on the desertification phenonenon and therefore, there are no
concrete nmeasures to increase the know how on desertification and its control
A reason of weight that explains this situation is the |lack of financial funds
and of little use of the qualified human resources which exist in the country.
Programmes coordinated with other Central and Latin American countries do not
exist. At national level, the efforts concentrate on the capital San Sal vador
No technical and scientific institutions exist at subregional, regional and
international |evels, which pronote the issues of desertification and droughts.
An i nportant degree of responsibility is observed in the environnental NGOs,
whi ch devel op projects with I ocal communities. CESTA, as the Non-Governnenta
Focal Point has begun the process of drawing up an action plan to conbat
desertification in the East Zone and it has forned a regional team |ocated in
t he Usul utan province, to assist the local environmental problens; its nmenbers
will be responsible for the follow up of the Convention in this zone. Also, a
person responsi ble for the follow ng up of the convention inplenentation has been
appoi nted at a national level. Association agreenments have not been reached with
other countries of the Central Anerican subregion, neither with other devel oped
countries and other organi zations involved in the inplementation of the UNCCD

Fi nanci al _contri butions

El Sal vador has not yet been able to have access to public neither private
financing to facilitate it to local actors. Local and international private
potential sources of financing have not been explored and a National Fund to
Conmbat Desertification has not been established or another specific account to
i mpl ement the UNCCD. At governnent |evel, no decisions have been taken yet to
determ ne a mechani smto guarantee the financing of the inplenmentation of the
UNCCD and pass to concrete actions to conbat desertification and drought. Up
to the present, no nodalities of the diverse actors' participation in the
financi ng and handling of activities to conbat desertification have been set up
It has not been designed any strategy or plan for access to national or
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international funds with the purpose of counting on resources for the financing
of the NAP. The operation of the Focal Point is possible thanks to the funds
of the annual budget of the MARN. El Sal vador has bilateral and nultilatera
rel ati onshi ps, which have been supporting diverse initiatives and social and
environnental projects. Also, the country receives financing and nultilatera
technical assistance from international agencies that contribute in many
envi ronmental topics. None of these relationships has given technical-financia
support directly as regards to control of desertification; however, the potenti al
exists to negotiate and to receive support for the inplenentation of the UNCCD
Contacts have not been made with the G obal Mechanism to request funds and
therefore financial support has not been received to inplenment the Convention
To carry out the tw Raising Awareness Journeys and the drawing up and
consultation of the National Report a total of $11,000.00 was spent. The funds
for these activities came from national and international sources. El Salvador
has not yet fornulated a plan to request technical cooperation frominternationa
agenci es. The needs in technical assistance concerning the fight against
desertification have not still been prioritized but the follow ng are proposed:
Techni cal -fi nancial Cooperation for drawing up of the NAP, Programes and
integral projects to conbat desertification, Projects to conbat degradation of
| ands, Projects of energetical revegetation in areas affected by drought,
Muni ci pal Ordi nances, Community Participation and of the private sector and
ot hers.

Revi sion of Indicators

El Sal vador has not been able to define an appropriate nmethodol ogy and a
conceptual framework for the selection of indicators and paraneters on
desertification in the country; in order to nmeasure and eval uate the progress
achieved. In such a sense, El Salvador does not have the paraneters and
i ndicators for the programmes and projects on desertification. These will be
established in the process of drawing up the NAP and they would be used in the
monitoring and evaluation. Due to the initial stage in the drawing up of the
NAP, no anal ysis can be made of inpacts of the desertification phenonmenon in E
Sal vador .

Concl usi ons _and Recommendati ons

The efforts made by El Sal vador as regards inplenmentation of the Convention
of the United Nations to Conbat Desertification have been few but significant,
due specially to lack of financial resources of its own. Anobng these efforts
stand out: the two Raising Awareness Journeys in 1998 and 1999, the operation
of the Inter-Institutional Comm ttee of National Consultation and the draw ng
up of the National Report. Some of the recomendations are: Strengthening the
technical -financial capacity of the Organ of National Coordination (ONC), of the
Nati onal Focal Point and of the Inter-institutional Commttee of National
Consul tation, responsible of follow ng up the inplementation of the UNCCD in E
Sal vador. To continue and conclude the drawi ng up of the National Action Plan
(NAP) of El Sal vador and the inplenentation of the UNCCD, which requires specific

funds. To negotiate the technical-financial assistance of national or
i nternational agencies to carry out the necessary studies and to qualify nationa
personnel on the phenomenon of desertification. To inprove intra and

interinstitutional coordination and the pronotion of comunity participation,
establishing agreements. To plan the Third Raising Awareness Journey and to
pronote the UNCCD content nore thoroughly at all |evels.
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GRENADA

| nt roduction

The objective of this report is to informthe Conference of the Parties
on the situation of the country with regard to neasures taken to inplenent the
United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification (UNCCD) at the national
level. Since signing the UNCCD in 1997, Grenada has done little to inplenment
its objectives. This situation is the result of change in responsibilities of
the initial Focal Point and general |ack of information about the Convention.

As part of its obligations, Genada is required to: give priority to
conbating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought and allocate
adequate resources. Establish strategies and priorities within the framework
of sustai nabl e devel opment pl ans and/or policies to combat desertification and
mtigate the effects of drought. Address the underlying causes of
desertification and pay attention to socio-economc factors contributing to
desertification processes. Pronote awareness to facilitate the participation
of local populations in efforts to conbat desertification and mtigate the
effects of drought. Strengthening of appropriate existing relevant |egislation
enacting new | aws and establish | ong-term policies and acti on progranmes.

Structure and Content of Report

A National Action Plan to Conbat Desertification (NAPCD) will not be a
conponent of this report. Genada is just beginning to inplenment the Conventi on.
More tine is required to consolidate public involvenmrent and participation in the
pl anni ng, design and devel opnent of a National Action Plan

The structure and content of this report is based, in part, on
recomrendati ons fromthe UNCCD Regi onal Advisor, who visited the country in March
2000, and not fully on the guidelines provided by the UNCCD secretariat for
prepari ng National Reports.

Data coll ection

Two net hods were used in gathering information contained in this report,
consultation with individuals and revi ew of several past and recent references.
Di scussions were held with several individuals in Government Mnistries and
Departments, non-governnental organizations, and environnentalists. Sone of the
references reviewed include the Genada Environnmental Profile, Nationa
Envi ronmental Action Plan, and National Biodiversity Strategy and Action plan

1.1 Definition of Terns

Desertification is defined as ‘land degradation in arid, sem-arid and dry
sub- humi d areas, resulting fromvarious factors, including climtic variations
and human activities’ (Article 1(f) of the Convention). It means, reduction or
loss, in arid, sem-arid and dry sub-humid areas, of the biological and or
econom ¢ productivity and conplexity of rain-fed cropland, irrigated cropl and,
or range, pasture, forest and woodl ands, resulting from land uses or from a
process or conbination of processes, including processes arising from human
activities and habitation patterns such as:
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. Soi | erosion caused by w nd and/ or water
. Deterioration of the physical, chenmical and biological or economc

properties of soil and Long-term | oss of natural vegetation
Background on Grenada and its Land Degradation Probl ens

Grenada is an island devel oping state, which is small, relatively isolated
with limted resources and diversity, ecologically fragile and econom cally
vul nerabl e (Agenda 21). It is the largest of three main islands, which nmake up

the nation of Grenada, the other two being Carriacou and Petit Martinique

The climate of Grenada is humid-tropical-marine, with little seasonal or
diurnal variation. It is influenced by a constant northeast trade wind. 1In the
nmount ai nous interior, annual rainfall range from 3, 750-5,000 mm and i n coasta
areas between 990-1,500 mm The population is 95,597. Owing to past mgration
popul ati on pressure is not an i medi ate environnmental concern

Grenada’s forests are classified as Cloud forest (Muwuntain Thicket, Palm
Break and Elfin Wodlands), Rain Forests and Lower Mntane Forest, Deciduous
Seasonal Forests and Dry Wodl ands, Littoral Wodl ands (scrub and cactus), and
Mangr ove swanps (Beard 1949).

Agriculture plays a significant role in G enada s econony as a source of
i ncome, export earnings and enployment. Contribution to GDP in the 1990s
averaged 9.1 per cent. In 1987-1989, very high prices for nutnmeg and mace
accounted for nost of the increased earnings of the sector. Value contributions
have been downward since 1989 due, not only to price declines (nostly for nutneg,
and to a | esser extent cocoa), but also to production deficiencies (banana and
cocoa) . A marked feature of the structure of agriculture in Genada is the
preponderance of small farms holdings less than five acres represent over
88 per cent of the number of farns but occupy 31 per cent of the cultivated
acreage. Farms, 5-50 acres in 1981 represented 11 per cent of total holdings
and 30 per cent of total acreage. Farms over 50 acres represent |ess than
1 per cent of total acreage. Genada's agriculture is highly defined between
export and donestic agriculture. Wthin export agriculture, there are the cocoa,
banana and nutmeg sub-sectors. The output of ‘other crops’ are being affected
by the following factors - the small size unit; scattered production; |owleve
techniques; limted availability of planting space; scarcity and cost of |abour
and praedial |arceny.

Grenada’ s econony attained a favourable gromh rate of 5.8 per cent in
1998, compared with a growh rate of 4.2 per cent and 2.9 per cent for the year
1997 and 1996 respectively. The O fshore Financial sector established in 1997,
showed positive growh in 1998 and is expected to continue significantly to the
econony in the nmediumterm The econonic prospect for 1999 is for an expected
growth rate of 6.1 per cent and 7 per cent in the year 2000. There is no
nati onal econom c policy for Grenada; however, the present adm nistration wll
i mpl enment a five-point strategy for gromh, equity, and poverty eradication
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1.2 Land Degradati on Probl ens

The small size of the island limts the area available for various |and
use types. The natural resource base is under extrene pressure from settl enent,
touri sm devel opnent, infrastructure, agriculture and forestry. This conpeting
demand for the linmted land area, results in land use problems, which is
mani fested through, deforestation and |oss of biodiversity, increased soi
erosion, shortage of water, decreased agricultural productivity, and coasta
er osi on.

Soil erosion in Genada is a problem Ternan & WIlians, 1989, indicated
that soil erosion rates are already excessive, e.g. an estimted 700 tones/rear
of soil is loss fromthe Annandal e watershed. Soil erosion results mainly from
clearing on slopes too steep for agriculture, renmoval of vegetation and farm ng
too close to riverbanks, and renoval of trees on roadsides. The problemis not
as serious on Governnent owned lands as it is on private |ands.

Private ownership characterized the land use tenure pattern in G enada
One of the problens of private ownership is the |ack of control, which Governnent
has over |and usage. The small size of farns encourages part-tine farmng with
i nappropriate and efficient soil-conservation practices, indiscrimnate use of
artificial fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides. Famly-type ownership of |and
results in further fragnmentation, which further contributes to inefficient |and
use.

Forest loss is due mainly to the clearing of |land for the production of
agricultural crops and settlenent. In the south, housing devel opnent is the
maj or threat to forest loss. Tourismhas emerged as a |lead growth sector, and
has i ncreased demand for |land for tourism and housing.

Degradati on of mangrove ecosystens on the coastline of Genada results from
various activities: indiscrimnate felling of trees for firewbod, charcoa
production, clearing for construction purposes and dunping of solid and liquid
wast e.

Coastal erosion is a serious problem and results from both natural and
human activities. Erosion of beeches in the north and sout hwest of the island
is nbst noticeable. Extensive sand mning has contributed to serious erosion
at Grand Mal, Beausejour, Palm ste, Conference, Levera and Tel escape beaches.
The inpact of the waves from ‘Hurricane Lennie caused trenendous damage to the
coastlines of Grenada, Carriacou and Petit Martini que, damagi ng roads, buildi ngs,
and erodi ng soil

Under | yi ng Causes of Land Degradation

The visible synptons of |and degradation in Genada is a manifestation of
underlying causes, which include: lack of a land-use policy, lack of an
agricultural policy, lack of coordination of |and managenment Institutions,
i nadequate capacity of |and nmanagenent institutions, |ack of enforcenent of
regul ati ons and | ack of public awareness.

There is no official national |and-use policy or agricultural policy in
Grenada, although the Mnistry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry and Fisheries
(MOALFF) nede several efforts to produce and inplenent one. The nobst recent
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devel opment of a sector policy and strategic plan was by the Forestry Depart nent
in 1999.

The weak institutional base for |and-use management adds to the problem
of | and degradation. The existence of |inkages, in planning and managemnent,
among institutions involved in natural resources managenent is weak.

Environnmental legislation is outdated and hardly enforced and public
awar eness on environmental issue are periodic and usually the conponent of an

external |y funded project.

Nat i onal Pl ans and strateqi es

The CGovernment of Grenada, Carriacou and Petit Mrtini que (GOGCP) has been

implementing initiatives to address environnental problens. A Country
Envi ronnental Profile was devel oped for (GOGCP) in 1992. The docunent addresses
t he environnental problems, constraints, and the policy directions. |In 1993

a National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP) was prepared for GOGCP. The
environnental priorities as outlined in the NEAP are; solid waste managenent,
water supply and liquid waste managenent, | and-use managenent, coastal zone
managenent, water pollution, forestry and protected areas and natural hazards.

G enada participated in the FAO Tropical Forests Action Plan (TFAP) during
the 1990s. The Forestry Departnent, in Agriculture, Lands, Forestry and
Fi sheri es MOALFF), coordinated the exercise, which resulted in the devel opnment
of a National Forest Action Programre (NAFAP) for G enada.

The Government also conmm ssioned the devel opnent of National Physical
Devel opnent Plans (NFDP) for Genada, Carriacou and Petit Martinique. The plans
are intended to provide a framework for rational Utilization of the finite |and
resource to mnimze adverse effects of socio-economc developnent on
terrestrial, marine and atnospheric environnments.

O her Plans and Strat egi es

Bot h Gover nment and non-governnent institutions are currently inplenmenting
programes, which will contribute to reducing |and degradation. Sone of these
initiatives are |listed bel ow

. Nat ural Resources Informati on and Management Systens Project (1994-1995);

. Rehabilitation and Strengthening of Agricultural Production and support
Syst ens;

. CECS Agricultural Crop Diversification Project;

. Forestry Departnent Forest Managenent on Public |ands Project for G enada;

. I ntegrated Land Use and Forest Management Project for Carriacou

. Establ i shment of a bird sanctuary at Perseverance, and a National Park at
M. Hat man;

. CECS/ NRMJ Mari ne and Protected areas project;

. M nistry of Tourism Master Pl an;

. CECS Solid and Ship generated waste Managenment Project;

. Base |ine Community Survey to assess Poverty;

. Water of Life Community Environnmental Project.
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National Plans and Strategies devel oped before the UNCCD

Several other strategies and plans were inpl emented Grenada, Carriacou and
Petit Martinique (GCPM before the UNCCD. These include the Physical Devel opment
Strategy, Country and Town Pl anning Act and Plan for of System of National Parks
and Protected Areas.

Nat i onal Coordi nati on Bodi es

The CGovernnment appoi nted National Sustainabl e Devel opnent Council (NSDC)
and a National Steering Conmittee (NSC) are responsible for inplenentation of
the UNCCD in G enada. The NSC was commi ssioned by the NSDC to plan and
coordi nate the inplenentation. The focal point will work with the NSC in
prepari ng Grenada‘s National Action Plan to conbat | and degradation

Institutions involved in Land Managenent

l.2.1. The Responsibility for |and use managenent in Grenada is di spersed
anong several Departnments in Covernnent Mnistries: They are the Land Use
Di vi si on, Lands and Surveys, Forestry and National Parks the Mnistry of Health
and the Environment, the National Water and Sewage Authority (NAWASA), the
Nati onal Housing Authority, the Industrial Devel opnent Corporation; the Mnistry
of Conmuni cati on and Works, and the Grenada Ports Authority

An overall assessment of these institutions reveals that there is |ack of
long term planning, lack of coordination in planning between departnents,
untrained staff, and ill defined responsibilities w thout clear guidance about
functional relationships between agencies. No neasures have yet been taken to
strengthen these institutions at the local and national level to conmbat |and
degr adati on.

Anal ysis of |leqgislation on environnment and related fields

There are several l|egislation which are related to the environnment. Sone
of the principal ones include:

. The Forest, Soil and Water Conservation Act, Cap. 116 (1949);
. Nat i onal Parks and Protected Areas Act, Cap. 206 (1990);

. Grand Etang Forest Reserve Act, Cap. 124 (1906);

. Birds and OGther Wldlife (Protection) Act, Cap.34. (1957);

. Nat i onal Water and Sewage Authority Act, Cap. 208 (1991);

. Land Devel opnment Control Act, Cap. 160 (1968);

. Town and Country Planning Act, Cap. 322 (1946);

. Prohi bition of Birds Exportation Act (1991);

. Noxi ous Weeds Act, Cap. 213 (1912);

. Protection from Di sease (Pl ants) Act, Cap. 258 (1925);

. Land Settl enent Act, Cap. 161 (1933);

. Carriacou Land Settl ement and Devel opment Act, Cap. 42 (1955);
. Nati onal Trust Act, Cap. 207 (1967);

. Public Health Act, Cap. 263. (1925);

. Sl um Cl ear ance and Housi ng Act, Cap. 306 (1946);

. Crown Proceedi ngs Act, Cap. 74 (1959).
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Measures to adapt current legislation or introduce new enactnments

The effectiveness of environnental legislation is hindered by three
factors, they are outdated, not enforced and there is little public know edge
of their existence. The Forestry Departnent recently coordinated a review of
the Forestry and related legislation in ternms of their status and deficiencies.
Redrafting of New Forest legislation is expected to occur.

Fi nanci al Resources

Grenada does no have the financial resources to develop and later,
i mpl ement its National Action Plan to conbat |and degradation. |n accordance
with Article 20 and 21 of the Convention, Genada will make the effort to ensure
that financial resources are available for devel opment of an Action Plan and
Programmes to conbat desertification and mtigate the effects of drought.

Pl anned Strateqgies for the Devel opment of a NAPCD

The National Steering Conmittee during its first meeting on 29 March 2000
drew up strategies for the developnent of an action plan to conbat |and
degradati on:

. Launching of an awareness programme to sensitize the public about
desertification and drought;

. Establish partnerships wth Land Users, Local Communities, Loca
Aut horities;

. Governnment Institutions, NGOs and the Private Sector, which are engaged

in or are affected by |and-use managenent and water resources in
i dentifying, problems, constraints and sol utions;

. Establish linkages with relevant l|ocal institutions and other related
initiatives to avoid duplication of effort;
. Establ i sh partnerships with regional and international Agencies in support

of the Convention to procure technical and financial assistance to
devel opi ng and i nplenmenting an Action Programre to combat desertification
and drought.

Some of the issues that will be addressed in the NAPCD include the

fol |l ow ng:

. Attain political awareness and support;

. Devel opnent of policies for |and use and managenent;

. Revi ew of existing |egislation governing |and use and managenent;

. Strengt heni ng of appropriate institutions;

. Est abl i shnment of networks to conbating | and degradation

. Devel oprment of a conprehensive Information Systens for |and degradation

. Est abl i shnent and strengthening and Early Wrning Systens for |and
degradati on;

. Expandi ng and | nprovi ng Education and Trai ni ng;

. Promoti ng Public Awareness of the effects of |and degradation

. Pronmoti on of research and extension

. Pronoti on of conservation technol ogi es;

. Formati on of emergency plans to deal with the effects of drought;

. Sust ai nabl e managenent of forest resources;

. Food security and sustainabl e devel opment and nanagenent of agricultura

resour ces;
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. Conservation and sustai nabl e us of Biodiversity,;
. Integration of |and degradation programres in national agricultural and

forestry pl an.

In accordance with Article 20 and 21 of the Convention, Grenada wll nake
the effort to ensure that financial resources are available for the
i npl enmentation of the NAPCD and mtigate the effects of drought. Fi nanci al
support (from UNCCD/ UNDP) for the preparation of the NAPCD has recently been
received. No other sources of funding have yet been identified.

GUATEMALA

I. STRATEG ES AND PRI ORI TI ES ESTABLI SHED | NSI DE THE CONTEXT OF
THE PLANS AND/ OR POLI TI CAL OF SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT

The National Environnental Managenent was framed in the proposals defined
by National Agenda 21, Central Anmerican Alliance for Sustainable Devel opnent,
Nat i onal Environmental Action Plan, the Peace Agreenents undersigned 1,996 and
the Environnmental National Politics.

The National Agenda 21

Cenerally it defines to reach the follow ng purposes: 1. To strengthen
bases that pronote the inplementation of a nmodel of sustainable devel opnent,
articulating the econom c scenes, social, politician, cultural and environnental.
2. To Incorporate the environnental conmponent in national plans, programres and
into project with a nultisectoral interpretation. 3. To strengthen the
participation and the capacities of managenent of the governnental entities, non-
governnental and |ocal municipal organizations in the process toward the
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. 4. To prevent and nitigate the environnenta
contam nation in all the manifestations.

On the other hand, it is planning the followi ng strategic elenents for
impl ementation: 1. ldentification of actors and groups of interest in specific
probl ens that affect the environnent and sustai nabl e devel opnent. 2. Analysis
of national problematic in nultisectoral manner and participates to identify
priority areas at regional and local level. 3. Fornulation participatively of
pl ans programes and projects of short, mediumand long term 4. To incorporate
both aspects in political of planning of the country. 5. To provide the genera
gui des of action to strengthen the capacity of managenent of different actors
of the society at national, regional, municipal and |local |evels.

The Central Anerican Alliance for Sustainable Devel opnent

In 1994 the Central Anmerican Presidents approved the Central Anmerican
Al liance for Sustainable Development that pursues to transform wth the
compl ementary support of the international community, to the region in a nodel
of sustainable devel opment for all the planet. A region where the respect to
the life in all the nmanifestations, the permanent inprovenent of the quality of
life, the respect to the vitality and diversity of our earth, the peace, the
denocracy participates, the respect to the cultural diversity of the towns of
the Central Anmerican area, are the principles that regal the future.
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One of bases of the Central Anerican Alliance for Sustainabl e Devel opnent
constitutes the sustainabl e nanagenment of the natural resources and inproved the
environnental quality. The depletion and deterioration of the base renovates
the natural resources is a problemfor the future developnent in Central Anerica.
The contam nation of the water, the air and the | and have increment rapidly in
the region and probably continues if no guide the current processes of
devel opnent and industrialization. The principal threat radiates in the |oss
of forests and the decrease and deterioration of the wealthy and quality of the
water, what to the time is one of the cause principals of sickness and death over
in the popul ations. The consunption of assets and services inplicated the use
of resources of all type, marginal

The Environnental National Action Plan

The Environnmental Action Plan was el aborated in 1995, with the vision of
formul ati ng plans, programes and to project that involve to all the popul ation
in order to propitiousing the interrelation of the management of the natura
resources and the coherent environnent with the devel opnment econom ¢ and soci al .
Identified as principals both problens the follow ng:

1) Darmage of the | and natural resources: deforestation, deterioration
of the soil resource, reduction of hydric resources and | oss of the biodiversity;

2) Damage of the marine-coastal resources: About exploitation and
di sorderly exploitation of the fished resource, loss of the nangrove and
contami nation of the water in the region of production coastal-marine.

The Peace Agreenents

Three agreenents are mentioned with major protagonists of the natura
resources and the environment, these are:

a) Agreenment for the resettlenment of uprooted populations by the armed
confrontation.

Thi s agreenent nentions fromthe fixation of the principles the sustainable
devel opnment, sustainable and equitable, refer to the criteria for the selection
of lands: to the potential agro-ecological, price, sustainability of the natural
resources reindeers and existing services. These criteria relate specifically
to the production with the sustai nabl e nanagenent of the resources.

In relation to the execution of the projects al so conmbi ne aspects rel ated
to the agricultural sustainable devel opnent, the territorial settlenent, the
utilization of the natural resources in function of the potential to title and
ri ghts about the land and the water, use and planning of the natural resources,
and infrastructure of sanitation

b) Agreement on the identity and right of the indigenous towns

In this agreement strengthen and enlarge the related aspects with the
ambi ance and the natural resources, in it related to the science and the
technol ogy nmention the need of pronoting technol ogi cal innovation and the ethica
principle of conservation of the environment. Referring to the land, it is
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contenplated the need of admnistering of sustainable mnmanner the natural
resources that of the |and depend on a proper conception of the indigenous
popul ati on.

c) Agreenment on soci oeconon c aspects and agrarian situation

It is the agreement where nention with major insistence the rel ated aspects
with the environnment and the natural resources, froma principle nention the need
of pronoting an integral strategy that includes: Possession of the |and, use
of the renovabl e natural resources, systens and nmechani sm of credit, processing
and commercialization; legislation agrarian and juridical security and | abour
relations; technique attendance and training; sustainability of the natura
resources and organi zation of the rural popul ation

As soon as to the fund of lands, is planning the pronotion of the access
to the property and sustai nable use of the natural resources. Furthernore the
devel opnent of plans of territorial settlement and the application of criteria
of econom c and environmental sustainability. It is planned the creation of and
envi ronmental agrarian jurisdiction within the judicial organism by neans of
the em ssion of a correspondi ng | aw.

In relation to the access of the natural resources it is planning that for
1,999 nust have granted to little and legally nedian organized peasants, in
concessi ons the managenent of 100, 000 hectare distribute them between protected
areas, ecotourism protection of fountains of water and other conpatible
activities with the potential and sustainable use of the natural resources.

Also establish the promotion and support to the private sector and
communi tary organi zati ons of basing in projects of managenent and conservati on
of natural resources through incentives, direct |ocalized subsidies or nechani sns
of funding in conditions brandi shing and point to the search of the internationa
cooperation.

Fromthis frane indicator of different guides that in matter of environment
and natural resources nust to be observed in the search of a nodel of sustainable
coherent devel opnent with the econom ¢ and social devel opment of the country,
has planned and in some cases inplementing political, strategies, plans and
fol |l ow ng programes:

1. Agrarian and Sectorial Politics (1998-2030)

It establishes as general objective "to contribute to the inprovenent of
the quality of life of the rural population that depended direct and indirectly
of the agriculture and the natural resources, that permt to revalue the life
in the field, the advance toward equity, the equalized devel opment of the regions
of the country and the decrease of the structural heterogeneousness that is the
expressi on of the underdevel opnment and poverty".

2. Forest Politics of Guatenal a

It is proposed as general objective "to increase the soci oeconom c benefits
of the goods and generated services in the forest ecosystens and to contribute
to the territorial settlenent in rural |ands, through the pronotion of the
productive managenent and of the conservation of the base of natural resources,



| CCD/ COP(4)/ AHWH 3/ Add. 1
Page 45

with enphasis in forest and associ ated resources as the biodiversity, the water
and soils; incorporating increasingly the forest activity to the econony of the
country in benefit of the Guatemal an society".

3. National Politics for the devel opment of the CGuatenal an System of Protected
Areas Protected (SIGAP)

VWhich is defined as "The description of the group of principles,
obj ectives, legal and institutional frame, lines of politics, instrunments and
desired situation, that State m ght declare, with the purpose of guaranteeing
the provision of goods and services and the conservation of the biologica
diversity for the social and economc welfare of the settlers".

4. Envi ronnment al National Politics

It is proposed as central objective, to inprove the quality of the
envi ronment and to manage adequately the natural resources of the country, inside
of a frame of equitable and sustainabl e gl obal devel opnent, in order to help to
i mprove the quality of Iife of the Guatenal an popul ation

Sectorial Environnmental Politicals for sectors: Agriculture, Industry,
Commerce, Tourism Petrol eum and Natural Gas.

Transectorials: Bi odi versity, Climte Change, Desertification, (in
consul tant process with diverse sectors): Waste, Air Water, Energy.

5. Nati onal Strategies for
Bi odi versity, Cimate Change, Prevention and Control of Forest Fires.
6. Hydr obi ol ogi cal Action Pl an

It is inmportant to observe, that the termDesertificati on does not appears
considerate as such in the context nentioned; however, the concepts and
principles of the prevention, mitigation and to control of the exhaustion and
t he degradation of the natural resources, principally the water, the soil and
the forest are considered of prior in different instrunents nentioned before.

['1. I NSTITUTI ONAL MEASURES ADOPTED FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON THE CONVENTI ON

Starting fromits participation in the First Regional Meeting for Latin
America on Desertification and Drought held in Buenos Aires, Argentina in
February 1996, GCuatemala begins the process of analysis, discussion and
definition of some actions focused to the conbat Desertification and the negative
effects to the hydric resource and to the environnent in general. At the sane
time are begun the steps established in the | egal procedure for the subscription
and adhesi on of the country to the Conference of the Parties, which were achi eved
in April 1999.

The adhesi on of Cuatemala to the Conference of the Parties inplicates the
responsibility of the State toward the execution of the established in the sane.
Like first step is delegated to the National Commi ssion of the Environment
(CONAMA, entity state clerk directly of the Presidency of the Republic) like
focal point of the country in front of the Convention, reporting it officially
to the Executive Secretariat this national decision



| CCD/ COP(4)/ AHWH 3/ Add. 1
Page 46

I nsi de the CONAMA organi zati on, has delegated to the staff of professionals
of technical attendance (instantance of direct advisor to the Nationa
Coordi nator, the attenti on and acconpani ment of Conventions of Desertification
Cimate Change and Biodiversity. So in this manner, the CONAMA has assuned the
role of National Coordinator Agency for the inplenmentation of Convention of
Desertification, putting to disposition the human resources, material and
necessary equi pnent for the good fulfill.

Institutionally has an annual budget distributed as foll ows:

Human Resour ces: Q 3,700, 000.00 us $ 47, 435. 00
Mat erial and Institutional

Equi prent : Q 8,300,000.00 US $ 1,064,102.00
TOTAL: Q 12, 000, 000. 00 US $ 1,538, 400.00

As has manifested since the beginning of the present report, The Programre
of National Action to Conbat Desertification, has not been adopted yet officially
by the governnent of Guatemala as a priority conponent of the agenda. It is
important to notion that as such Convention, as sane as of Climate Change ot her
agreenents and international treaties are relatively new initiatives in the
concept and focus why the process of inplenentation has initiated with actions
of information to diverse actors of the society. However, exist simlar
initiatives that have undertaken as by as non-governmental and governmenta
organi zati ons on the plans and work programmes.

Miust to be nentioned, that of the budget of the State, assigned for the
functionality of CONAMA, has not assigned a specific departure for a nationa
programe to conbat Desertification. Even though has proposed the assignnent of
this departure for the budget of the year 2001 in forward.

I11. PARTI Cl PATI VE PROCESS TO SUPPORT THE PREPARATI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
THE NATI ONAL ACTI ON PROGRAMVES

The process of inplenentati on of Convention of Desertification, initiated
in 1997 by neans of First National Encounter realized in Northwest and Northeast
Regi ons of the country. This encounter had as fundanmental purpose, to identify
the principals causes and the effects of the degradation of the soil, concluding
in that the causes of this phenomenon have the origin in the social aspects,
economi ¢ and cultural, whose effects influence directly in the environnmenta
deterioration and to the increment of the poverty. At the sane tinme the results
of this national encounter served of base to propose to the current governnenta
authorities the criteria for the fornulation of political and national strategies
to conbat Desertification and nmitigation of the effects of Drought.

The citizen participation, is an established comm tnment by means of the
subscription of the Peace Agreenents. Nevertheless, the process participate is
still incipient, first by the fear of public expression that let the 36 years
of the armed internal conflict and later by the lack of organization in the
expression and proposal of the civil society, before the daily proposals of the
gover nment .
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In Guatenmal a the comunitary participation is not a new matter, since 1945
constitute legally the conmttees of comunitary devel opment with a focus of
support to the managenent of the central government and the runicipa
governnents, however these never have had an outstanding paper before proposed
of both governnments, turning them only in nmanager of conjuncture conmmunitary
actions, for exanple in the organization of festive days, organization of
religious events, comunity vigilance before incidental problens, etc.

Actually in Guatermal an society, the woman plays an inportant paper in
profit and managenent of the natural resources, as well as in the nationa
econony; however, the role is not conpletely recogni zed, inclusive by the sane
woman. This has a direct relation with the cultural and social proper pattern
of the country; since for historic the man is who had devel oped the econom c
activity, and his male conduct has relegated to the woman to a second pl ace
Actual ly the woman has recovered some spacious of participation in the nationa
life, principally in the politician aspect what has created a climte hopeful ly
for a focus of equality of opportunities for wonen and nmen. This of course, also
will transcend in the efforts of incorporating focus of type in different
initiatives and national commtnments, as the inplenmentation of different
Conventions, between them of desertification

The participative focus are effective always that the comunitary count
with a transparent and truthful information about the problens that affect them
at the same time, the participation must create demand and disposition in the
definition of proposed serious and viable.

In spite of not to be duly inplenented the Nati onal System of Environnenta
Information (SINIA), sone concrete actions have come devel opi ng, such is the case
of to divulge of some political, strategies, laws, rules, etc. related with the
envi ronmental managenent and the natural resources. However, by the
characteristics of nation pluricultural, pluriethnic, and nultil anguage, in
Guatemala is not so easy to design a strategy of divulging and/or genera
communi cation w thout taking in these consideration particularities of the
country.

In the proposals of (SINIA), is considered extrenely inportant to conform
of database, no only of both aspects, but also of inventories and di agnoses of
the natural resource for a certain definition of the national accounts of the
environnental and cul tural patrinony of the country.

V. PROCESS OF CONSULT | N SUPPORT TO THE PREPARATI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF NATI ONAL ACTI ON PROGRAMVES AND OF AGREEMENTS OF ASSOCI ATI ON
W TH THE DEVELOPED COUNTRI ES PARTI ES AND OTHER ENTI TI ES

As nmentioned before, the process of inplenmentation of Convention of
Desertification initiate with the first national encounter in the Northwest and
Nort heast regions of the country, where are presented the major problens of the
phenomenon. In this encounter, besides identifying the causes and effects of
the desertification, was planning the urgent needs executing actions to detain
the accel erated depletion of the | ands of those regions.

In spite of the problemis patented at sinple sight, this must be tackled
in the frane of a national politics, with different strategies of inplenentation
and no with renpted mitigating actions and to control. In the agenda of the
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current government, the theme has gone turning inportance in a slow manner due
to problens of major inportance that according to this nmust to be resolved with
priority.

On the other hand, the international cooperation at technical support,
econom c and financial level, mght seem no to consider it neither in the
priorities. In multiple occasions have done proposals to organisnms, such as
bilateral and nmultilateral in search of support, but up to date any results have
obt ai ned about this.

It is inmportant to nention the support that Secretariat of Convention has
offered to the national counterpart, as for the ratification as for the execution
of the national encounter, and the el aboration of this national report. Attitude
that not have assumed the parts or devel opnent countries nmenbers of Convention
in spite of being established as an agreenent inside of the sane.

In the efforts of inplementation of the commtnments emanated fromthe peace
agreenents undersigned on 1996 in which the recuperation of soils and degraded
| ands and subutilized ones, forminportant part, concrete actions to the respect
have been planned, such is the case of the request of support proposed to the
countries friends (Sweden, Norway, Spain, France, Canada and United States of
America), for the protection of the basins as units of production and alinentary
subsi st ence.

Separately the National Commi ssion of the Environment, (CONAMA), has
initiated negotiations with international organisnms for the support of the
managenment in environnental matter in which undoubtedly will be given ful
i mportance to the protection and conservation of the natural resources,
principally the water, the soils and the forest.

Wth the purpose to pronmote a process of self-managenent, actually is
working in order to conformof conmttees and comrunitary and voluntary groups
for the prevention, recuperation and conservation of productive degraded areas
by causes of the hydric and eolic erosion, the protection of the fountains of
water and the reforestation. This initiative is carry out in coordination with
muni ci pal government and the urban and rural devel opnent departnental and
regi onal councils.

In synthesis, has not obtained yet, the cooperation of devel oped countries
parts, such as established in the Convention, surely because neither has proposed
of punctual manner the problemin the framework of a national politics, wth
concrete actions fromthe concept of the desertification
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V. ADOPTED OR PLANNED MEASURES | NSI DE OF THE CONTEXT OF NATI ONAL ACTI ON
PROGRAMVES, | NCLUDI NG MEASURES TO PROMOTE ENVI RONMENT ECONOM ZED, TO
CONSERVE NATURAL RESOURCES, TO PROMOTE | NSTI TUTI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ON
I NCREASE THE KNOW.EDGE ABOUT DESERTI FI CATI ON AND CONTROL FOR LABOURS
OF FOLLOW NG UP AND EVALUATI ON OF DESERTI FI CATI ON AND DROUGHT

Upon analysing the problem of the desertification, it is necessary to
consi der that in the dynam cs of the phenomenon, the social and econonmic factors
have a neaningful incidence. It is probably, in the case of the problens rel ated
with the desertification, where is nore evident the incidence of said factors.

Nowadays, it is recognized, that exists a clear association between
situations of poverty, but vyet extrene poverty, and conditions of
desertification; exist evidence clear of it in, practically all the areas of the
country, affected by the phenonenon of the desertification in different degrees
and magnitudes. In the context of this association is that dynam c a vicious
circle poverty-degradation environnment-poverty, the poverty as cause and
consequence of the deterioration of the natural resources.

Exi st high popul ati on concentrations in relatively rural little areas,
facilitating a progressive degradation of the natural resources of sanme areas.
This situation has unchained a group of subprocesses with environmental negative
i mpacts, mgration to the cities pressuring over areas of ecol ogical severe risk,
exploitation of fragile ecosystens with surcharged denographi c and deforestation
enlarging the agrarian frontier.

There is in consequence a social and econom c pressure over the natura
resources which destruction or deterioration |eads to the desertification, though
the mpjority of the Guatemal an popul ation, recogni zed and this is conscious, that
to alleviate such pressure and to detain, and possibly, to revert the situations
of degradation, is necessary to adopt a nodel of econom c and social equalized
and conpati bl e devel opnent with the environnmental protection; however, situations
of econom c and social crisis, determine priorities, that currently, favour the
achi evenent of benefits at short term favouring the persistence of processes
of environnmental transformation negative.

Sone aspects of direct incidence in the desertification, according to the
results of the national encounter on the thenme are follow ng: Social pressure
on the land (property and tenure, availability of lands), utilization of firewood
as only fountain of conmbustion in rural areas and urban margi nal areas (massive
def orestation), change of use of the land to (of agricultural or forest to
cattle), overpopul ation, etc.

Guat emal a has experi enced very few advanced neaningful in matter to conbat
the desertification and the drought specifically; since the political
strategies, plans, progranmes and to project that of global manner and/or of
separated manner have fornmulated in the search of a nodel of sustainable
devel opnent for the country, not have considerate this variable as parts
i nportant to structure and operativeity. The academic entities and of
i nvestigation, as governmental as non-governnmental, do not incorporate yet in
the programmes and pensum of studies the theme, so that these studies serve as
poi nt of departure for the fornulation of political, strategies and actions
tending to the prevention and to control of the problem
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Sone initiatives that have proposed up to date such the case of the Action
Plan for the Forest, Action Plan for the Environnent, Programe of Agricultura
Devel opnent, etc. To guide the propositive actions to the conservation of the
natural resources water, soil, forest, of manner individualized. It has |ack
a perspective of group, integrating, that considers the new conceptions of the
sust ai nabl e devel opment (economic growth, social equity and environnenta
conservation) and incorporates from a vision of nation the alternatives of
solution to problematic given.

On the other hand, have promul gated | egal texts that believe in normative
instrunments and al so, econonmic, oriented to the conservation or devel opnent of
the renovabl e natural resources to (soils, vegetation, continental waters, etc.).
However, are limted or very scarce the successful results that, objectively,
could to be attributed to the mgjority of plans, programres and to project
executed, to equal thing can be told respect to the results of the application
of normative bodi es and econom c instrunments for the managenent of the natura
resour ces.

Taking as premse the prior proposals, has suggested to the current
authorities of governnent to adopt a group of criteria over the which nust to
be based the operative schenes for the fornulation and inplenentation of
political and national strategies to conmbat the desertification and mtigation
of the drought, these being:

1. To Structure of Nation Programres of Action to combat Desertification

2. Conpatibility of political and national strategies of environment and
natural resources with problematic derived of Desertification

3. To I ncorporate of econom c instrunents;

4, Eval uati on of the phenonmenon of the desertification and agroecol ogi cal and
soci oeconom ¢ zonification

5. Creation and/or to consolidate of decentralized schenmes and participative
of managenent;

6. Adoption of a institutional frame for the execution of programes of
action to conbat the desertification

7. Formul ati on of guided programres to the nucleus of desertification
8. To Delimt spatial of proposals;
9. Creation of nechanisns for the technical support and financier of the

nati onal strategy to combat the desertification
10. I mpl ement ation of the national system of environmental information

It is necessary to nention, that since 1997 year in that was held the first
meeting of the subregion (Central Anerica, Mexico and Caribbean) in Santo
Dom ngo, Dom nican Republic, and later in March 1998 In Guatemala City, has cone
proposi ng the need of coordinating actions to | evel of the subregion. However,
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has not achieved to concrete these ideas, by a side, because in the majority of
the countries menbers of the subregion, still has not inplenmented the progranmes
of national action, and by other side because apparently to governnments of these
countries still not achieve to value the problematic existing for prioress in
the contents of the agendas of work.

In view of the above-mentioned, it is indispensable to socialize with nmany
nmost aggressivity Convention to level of takers of national decision, and
penetrate the contents in the instances of subregi onal coordination as Centra
Aneri can Commi ssion of Environment and Devel opment- CCAD-, Central Anerican Bank
of Economc Integration- BCIE-, etc. At the sane tine, it is necessary to pronote
a third subregional encounter for making conpatible the problermatic and interests
of the sane, identified by nmeans of respective national reports, and to fornul ate
a subregional plan in agreement with the realities of this, which could be
appropriate by the governments of the subregion

VI . FI NANCI AL CONTRI BUTI ONS OF NATI ONAL BUDGETS TO SUPPORT | MPLEMENTATI ON
AS VELL AS FI NANCI AL ATTENDANCE AND TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON, | NCLUDI NG
AFFLUENCY PROCESSES TO | DENTI FY REQUI REMENTS, FI NANCI NG AREAS AND
ESTABLI SHVENT OF PRI ORI Tl ES

As is presented in the report, the Governnent of Guatemala still has not
assumed of official manner in the agenda the thenme of Desertification
consequently no assigns a budget for the inplenmentati on and operativity. On the
other hand the external cooperation does not manifests full interest in
supporting the actions tending to the prevention and/or mtigation of the effects
of Desertification, possibly because has not done a concrete proposal of the
probl em

Of equal manner, the parts that are devel oped countries neither have
pronounced or shown their will of supporting technique and financially to the
devel opi ng countries, such as establish in the text of Convention

In 1999 CONAMA, owing to a diagnosis of the national and internationa
cooperation, identified different scenes to part the which will be devel oped the
strategy of cooperation. Between the aspects nost inportant of this panorana
cite:

The manner how has managed the cooperation

The agreements undersi gned,;

The affectivity and operativity of the agreenents undersigned;

Why is necessary to define a national strategy for the cooperation

oj ectives to reach with the cooperation

The Iines of cooperation (scientific, technique, financial);

Instances and | ocal entities of cooperation

Entities and International Organisns with who has experience in the
cooperation;

9. Entities and international organisnms suggested to establish cooperation

NN PE
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VII. REVISION OF PO NTS OF REFERENCE AND UTI LI ZED | NDI CATORS TO MEASURE THE
PROGRESSES AND EVALUATI ON OF SAME

As nmuch as the National Plan for the Environnent, as Environnental Nationa
Politics in the proposal value of neaningful manner the pernmanent eval uation of
the indicators and instruments of inplenentation of a mark of reference. In this
sense, in the context define follow ng indicators and instrunents:

1. I ndi cat ors:

a. Moder ni zati on of the managenent of protected areas and conservation
of the biological wealth of the country;

b. Restoration and conservation of the soil and utilization of the
forest resources, to inprove the managenent in benefit of diverse regions of the
national territory;

C. I nt egral managenent of the water, pronoting the efficient use and
sanitation;

d. Protection of the oceans and utilization rational of the resources,
as well as to nodernize the fished activities and related to water

e. | mprovenent of the quality of the air, specially in the urban zones
to protect the health of the inhabitants;

f. Rati onal ecol ogi cal managenent of the solid and dangerous ecol ogi cal
wast es;

g. Ecol ogical territorial settlenent, to control and norm the use of
the earth and the resources in a frame of certitude and know edge for the
possessors.

2. I nstrunents:
a. Instrunents to fixed environnent conditions;
b. preventive Instrunents;
C. correctional Instrunents.

These have as purpose to correct situations that are contributing to that
the both standards are to point of being, or have been known.

Al so here the plans of destined conservation to insure the capacity of
regeneration and the biological diversity associated to the use and profit the
natural resources. These plans of managenent include, between other, follow ng
bot h considerations: (a) maintenance of wealthy of water and conservation of
soils; (b) maintenance of the | andscape value; and (c) protection of species in
danger of extinction, vulnerable, rare or insufficiently known.

I nstrunents of fulfil nment;

I nstrunments econoni c;

Instrunents of education and investigation
Instrunments of the citizen participation

o 0 Qo
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h. Instrunents for the generation of information;
i Instruments of financing.

In the frame of the environmental national |egislation, established two
fundanental nmandates for the inplenmentati on of the mechani sns of eval uation and
control of the degradation and/or deterioration of the natural resources, being
t hese:

a) The obligation of presenting a study of evaluation of environnenta
i mpacts by part of interested, for the devel opnent of any productive activity;

b) It is conceded popul ar action to denounce before the authority, al
done, act and omi ssion that generates contami nation and deterioration or |oss
of natural resources or that affects the Ievels of quality of life. If in the
locality no exist representatives of National Comm ssion of the Environnent,
t he denunci ati on could do before the nunicipal authority, that will remt for
the attention and procedure to the group of nention conm ssion

In the search of an authenticated representation and participation of the
actors of the Guatemal an society in the devel opnment of the national environnental
managenment, doing efforts by inplenenting a mechanism of institutiona
coordination and sector by neans of the creation of the National System of
Envi ronmental Management (SINGA). This nechanism of coordination base in to
conform of National Councils integrated by representatives of different sectors,
establishing in forums of expression and debate in different areas and | evels.

The SINGA, has represented, though of incipient manner the best mechani sm
of coordination, and proposal of the npst serious alternatives of solution to
nati onal environnmental problenatic. This nechani sm bases the operativity in the
coordi nation with the governnent through CONAVMA, and the materialization of the
respective actions through of to municipal governnents.



