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Letter dated 1 August 2001 from the Permanent Representative
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the United Nations
addressed to the President of the Security Council

On instructions from my Government, I have the honour to transmit to you a
press release issued by the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo on
31 July 2001 denouncing the decision by the Executive Committee of the
Rassemblement congolais pour la démocratie (RCD-Goma) to establish so-called
“federalism” in Congolese territories under Rwandan and Ugandan occupation (see
annex).

The Security Council may also like to follow up the submission by my
Government concerning the expansionist ambitions of Rwanda and RCD-Goma for
the establishment of a secessionist State in the eastern provinces of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (S/2001/694).

My Government would again like to focus the full attention of the Security
Council on this fresh violation of the founding principles of the charter of the
Organization of African Unity regarding the inviolability of the borders that
emerged from decolonization, which is also a violation of the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and the relevant provisions of all the
Security Council resolutions reaffirming the sovereignty, territorial integrity and
political independence of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and of all the States
of the region.

My Government calls on the Security Council:

1. To condemn emphatically this fresh attempt by Rwanda and RCD-Goma
to establish a “State” in the occupied provinces;

2. To demand that all the States of the region respect the sovereignty,
territorial integrity and political independence of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, by, inter alia, refraining from any action incompatible with the purposes of
the United Nations, including action likely to bring about secession and partition in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo;

3. Also to demand, under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,
the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Ugandan and Rwandan forces from
the territory of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Security Council resolutions on the situation in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo;
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4. To take enforcement action against Rwanda and RCD-Goma so as to
deter them from moving ahead with their disastrous and ill-fated operation to
Balkanize and dismember Congolese territory in order to satisfy Rwanda’s
expansionist ambitions.

I should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex circulated as a
Security Council document.

(Signed) Ileka Atoki
Ambassador



3

S/2001/759

Annex to the letter dated 1 August 2001 from the Permanent
Representative of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the
United Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Ministry of Communication

Government press release

Government denounces attempts to partition the country by Rwanda and its
allies in the Rassemblement congolais pour la démocratie

The Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo denounces in the
most emphatic manner the decision by the rebel movement Rassemblement
congolais pour la démocratie (RCD) to establish so-called federalism in the
territories occupied by Rwanda and Uganda in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. This decision represents yet another attempt by the aggressors to torpedo the
peace process and undermine chances for the prompt holding of inter-Congolese
dialogue. By their repeated actions, the Rwandan aggressors and their RCD allies
are seeking pretexts for a resumption of hostilities.

Having failed in their campaign to give credence to the idea that the Congolese
Government was responsible for the resumption of fighting behind their positions,
the rebel leaders on the payroll of the Rwandans and Ugandans are thus devising
another trick so as to sow confusion and not only perpetuate the presence of their
sponsors and backers on our soil, but also give them extra space according to their
hidden agenda. As far as the Congolese Government is concerned, the decision to
establish federalism in the occupied territories barely conceals Rwanda’s
annexationist designs on Kivu.

The Congolese Government, remaining committed to the principles and
resolutions related to the Lusaka peace process, reaffirms that the Democratic
Republic of the Congo is, in its present form, a unitary State and that any major
decision affecting the form of that State comes under the exclusive sovereignty of
the people.

The Government calls on all Congolese patriots, and on foreign Powers, to
defeat this attempt by the occupying forces to Balkanize and dismember Congolese
territory in order to satisfy the expansionist ambitions of Rwanda and Uganda.

The Congolese Government, for its part, gives the assurance that it continues
to respect the Lusaka Ceasefire Agreement and will not sanction any obstacles to
that Agreement. It calls on all the people of the Republic, wherever they may be, to
resist this threat so as to safeguard the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations and all the relevant resolutions of the Security Council, especially
resolutions 1234 (1999), 1304 (2000) and 1355 (2001).

The Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo calls on the United
Nations, the Organization of African Unity, the Southern African Development
Community and all peace- and justice-loving States to take note of this blatant
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violation of the integrity of Congolese territory by Rwanda and Uganda. It calls for
an urgent meeting of the United Nations Security Council to address this question.

Kinshasa, 31 July 2001


