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1. The Conmittee considered the thirteenth and fourteenth periodic reports of
Sweden, submitted as one document (CERD/ C/ 362/ Add.5), at its 1417th and 1418th
neetings (CERD/ CJ SR 1417 and 1418), held on 10 and 11 August 2000. At its 1431st
neeting (CERD/ C/ SR 1431), held on 22 August 2000, it adopted the follow ng

concl udi ng observati ons.

A. I ntroduction

2. The Conmittee wel comes the subnission of the report of Sweden which

foll owed the general guidelines for the presentation of State party reports and
provi ded rel evant and updated information about the neasures taken to inplenent
the Convention since the consideration of the twelfth periodic report. The
Conmittee expresses its appreciation for the constructive and frank dial ogue it
had with the State party.

B. Positive aspects

3. The Conmittee wel cones the recent legislative initiatives undertaken by the
State party including the Act on National Mnorities in Sweden, the Act on

I nmigrant Integration Policy, the Act on Countering Ethnic Discrimnation in
Working Life, the Ethnic Discrimnation Onbudsman Act, the amendnment to the
Fundament al Law on Freedom of Expression and to the Criminal Code concerning
incitement to racial discrimnation, and the Act on Responsibility for El ectronic
Bul l etin Boards.

4. The Conmittee notes with satisfaction that the State party has set up a
Nati onal Integration Ofice to pronote and facilitate the inplenmentation of its
new i ntegration policy and to nonitor and eval uate devel opments as they relate to
the ethnic and cultural diversity of the society as a whole.
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5. The Conmmittee wel cones the appointrment of the General Conmission on Swedish
Local Denobcracy to encourage broader participation in |ocal government of people
with inmgrant backgrounds.

6. The Conmittee wel comes the additional initiatives to conbat racia

di scrim nation and xenophobi a, including, the establishnent of the Conmi ssion for
the Study of Racist Crines; the devel opment of a plan of action by the Prosecutor
General to reinforce the nmeasures against crimes with racist or xenophobic
notives; the inplenentation of programmes such as “EXIT" to counteract the
activities of racist organizations; the reinforcement of training for prison and
probation officials in countering prejudice, raci smand xenophobi a anong staff;
the publication and di ssenination by the Ethnic Discrimination Orbudsman of
resource materials on, inter alia, non-discrimnation in recruitnent; the

i ntroduction of nmeasures to enhance enpl oynment opportunities, including within
the public sector, for immgrants through, inter alia, |anguage training; the

i mpl ement ati on of additional nmeasures to ensure that children of asylum seekers
are afforded equal access to education and health care; and the expansion of

awar eness-raising initiatives through, inter alia, books on the Hol ocaust.

7. The State party’'s effort to include NGOs in the preparation of its
thirteenth and fourteenth periodic reports and generally in the reporting process
is welcomed by sonme nenbers of the Conmittee

8. The Committee encourages the intention to set up a National Action Plan
agai nst Raci sm Xenophobia and Ethnic Discrinination and encourages the State
party to continue its efforts in this regard.

9. The State party's efforts to dissem nate the Convention, as well as the
concl udi ng observations and the sunmary records of its previous nmeetings with the
Committee, anobng Sam and other minority groups, NGOs, trade unions and the w der
public are wel coned.

C. Concerns and recommendati ons

10. The Committee is concerned that a recent upsurge in raci smand xenophobia
has been seen which has given rise to increased neo-Nazi violence, especially
anong youth. In this context, the Cormittee notes with concern, the increasing
popul arity of “white power” nusic which pronotes hatred agai nst ethnic
mnorities. The Committee encourages the State party to continue its efforts to
arrest the upsurge in raci smand xenophobi a, prevent and puni sh raci st neo- Nazi
vi ol ence and prosecute any persons whose actions incite to racial hatred.

11. Wiile the Cormittee notes that the State party has adopted sone nmeasures to
pronote greater awareness about the Roma minority and to encourage greater
participation of Roma in the society, it is concerned about the difficulties

whi ch Roma continue to experience in exercising their rights. The Conmittee
recomends that the State party submit in its next periodic report additiona
informati on on the situation of the Roma minority, particularly as regards
education, enploynent and housing. The State party is requested to pay
particular attention to the situation of Roma wonmen and chil dren

12. Wiile the Cormittee notes the new | egislation which gives individuals the
right to use the Sanmi |anguage in | egal and adm nistrative proceedings, it
stresses that this right is recognized only in respect of sonme geographic
regions. It is recomended that the State party consider the extension of these
rights to all Sami territory.

13. Concern is expressed over the issue of land rights of the Sam people, in
particular hunting and fishing rights which are threatened by, inter alia, the
privatization of traditional Sam |ands. The Conmittee reconmends that the
Governnent introduce |egislation recognizing traditional Sami |and rights and
reflecting the centrality of reindeer husbandry to the way of life of Sweden’'s



i ndi genous people. The Conmittee further recomends that the State party ratify
| LO Convention No. 169 concerning |Indigenous and Tri bal Peoples in | ndependent
Countries.

14. The Conmittee expresses concern about increasing de facto residenti al
segregation. The Committee recomends that the State party ensure conpliance
with the | aw against discrimnation in the allocation of housing and in its next
periodic report supply information on the nmeasures taken to address such
segregation.

15. In light of article 4 of the Convention, the Cormittee is concerned that
exi sting | egislation does not prohibit and penalize all organizations and
propaganda activities that pronote or incite racial hatred and di scrimnation
The Conmmittee recommends that the State party declare illegal and prohibit any
organi zati on which pronotes or incites racial discrimnation. The Comrttee
calls attention to its general reconmendation XV in this regard.

16. Wiile the Cormmittee notes the enactnment of the Countering Ethnic
Discrimnation in Wirking Life Act, as well as the recent decline in unenpl oynent
in the State party, it remains concerned about the difficult access to enpl oynment
of menbers of ethnic minorities. The Comittee recommends that the State party
take all necessary neasures to increase its efforts to facilitate the
occupational integration of all persons belonging to ethnic mnorities into the
public administration

17. Concern is expressed at the increasing incidence of racial discrimnation
in restaurants, other public places, and with regard to access to services. The
Comm ttee recommends that effective action be taken, utilizing adm nistrative
neasures as well as crimnal prosecutions to ensure that access to places or
services intended for use by the general public is not denied on grounds of
national or ethnic origin, contrary to article 5 (f) of the Convention

18. While the Committee notes that the official statistics of the State party
do not contain data which distingui shes people based on their ethnic origin, it
recomends that the State party provide in its next periodic report nore

conpr ehensi ve and updated statistical information along the |ines of paragraphs 8
and 9 of the Conmittee’s guidelines regarding the formand content of reports to
be submitted by States parti es.

19. The Conmittee reconmends that the State party undertake all appropriate
neasures to ensure that the report and these concl udi ng observations are w dely
distributed to the public. 1t also recommends that the State party continue and
develop its dialogue with civil society, in particular with the non-governnental
or gani zati ons.

20. The Conmittee further recomends that the State party’'s fifteenth periodic

report be an updated report and that it address the points raised during the
consi deration of the report.



