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Note by the Executive Secretary

Addendum

1. By its decision 8/ COP.3, the Conference of the Parties requested

Executive Secretary to take appropriate action for the formulation of a draft
declaration on the commitnents to enhance inplenentation of the obligations of

t he Conventi on.

2. By the sanme decision all Parties, relevant international organizations and
non- gover nnental organi zations were invited to submt their witten proposals

and/ or suggestions for the text of the declaration.

3. As requested, the draft declaration is attached to this note

consi deration by the Conference of the Parties. The conpilation and the synthesis

of proposal s and/ or suggesti ons recei ved are cont ai ned
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DRAFT DECLARATI ON ON THE COVM TMENTS UNDER THE CONVENTI ON TO
ENHANCE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE OBLI GATI ONS OF THE UNCCD

WE, the Mnisters, Heads of Delegation and Representatives of country Parties
and observer States to the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification
in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification

particularly in Africa, as well as representatives of accredited non-
governnental organizations participating in the Fourth Odinary Session of the
Conference of the Parties held at Bonn, Federal Republic of Germany, from 1l to
22 Decenber 2000

PURPOSE

REAFFI RM our resolve to fulfil the commitnents under the Convention and to
actively continue supporting its effective inplenmentation

REAFFI RM ALSO that the Convention is an innovative |egal instrunent that enables
affected countries to act in a nore structured and integrated mnanner to
effectively address desertification and the effects of drought;

FURTHER REAFFI RM our political will and commitnments in line with the provisions
of the Convention, to formnul ate, adopt and inplenment action programes to comnbat
desertification and nmitigate the effects of drought at all levels. These action
programes include strategi c nmeasures and constitute indi spensable working tools
for policy and decision nmakers as well as relevant actors involved in the
i mpl ement ation of the Convention;

RECOGNI ZE the need to halt the increasing | and degradation that affects nore than
one billion persons worl dw de;

RECOGNI ZE ALSO that despite inportant efforts of both devel oped and affected
devel oping country Parties to conply with the provisions of the Convention, there
is still a need to enhance inplenentation of the obligations of the Convention
t hrough better coordination of action at all |evels;

FURTHER RECOGNI ZE the need to foster the synergies between the sustainable
devel opment conventions and other related nultilateral Agreenents in ful
partnership with all relevant international organizations;

APPRECI ATE the interest denonstrated by international and regi onal organizations,
non- governnental organizations as well as community-based organizations in
efforts to inplenment the Convention at all |evels;

APPRECI ATE ALSO the neasures taken by devel oped country Parties to assist in the
preparation of action programres of affected devel oping country Parties;

OBJECTI VE

RESOLVE to inplenent the action programmes to conbat desertification and/or
mtigate the effects of drought as inportant instrunents to pronote sustainable
devel opment with a clear focus on the reduction of poverty and on the |long-term
protection of ecosystens in affected countries;

UNDERTAKE to devel op genui ne partnership agreenents by strengthening efforts in
collaboration with all relevant actors through appropriate action that includes,
inter alia, nmethods to prevent and control desertification; encourage |and reform
as well as other institutional and |egislative neasures; pronpte access to
environnental |y sound technol ogy; forge stronger consultative processes |eading
to the nmobilization of substantial financial resources; and explore ways and
means of nobilizing new and additional funding so as to further enhance the
i npl enentation of the Convention through the integration of National Action
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Programmes into national sustainable devel opnment strategies prepared by affected
country Parti es;

TI ME FRAMVE

STRESS that special efforts should be nade to conmbat desertification and/or
mtigate the effects of drought during the first decade (2001-2010) of the
21t century, in order to reverse the severe situation prevailing in various
af fected devel oping countries, particularly in Africa;

SPECI FI C THEMATI C AND SECTORAL AREAS

RESOLVE that during the decade the strategic areas for action at all levels to
reduce the vulnerability of the populations of affected devel oping countries
should include the following: integrated nanagenent of water resources in

degraded | and areas; rational use and managenent of rangel ands; devel opnent of
sustai nabl e agricultural and ranching production systens; devel opnent of new and
renewabl e energy sources; |aunching of reforestation/afforestation progranmes
and intensification of soil conservation programres;

RESOLVE ALSO to concentrate our efforts on areas identified at the nationa

I evel, including: the pronotion of best practices of indigenous know edge; the
pronotion of environmental education and the devel opnent of policies to eradicate
illiteracy; t he devel opnent of capaci ty-buil di ng for conmuni ty- based

organi zations; and the devel opment of early warning systens for food security
and drought forecasting.

CONCRETE MEASURES AND MEANS

DECIDE to develop and carry out activities in the thematic and sectoral areas
identified above with a view to:

(a) To regenerate the natural resources and restore the ecosystens in
affected areas;

(b) To increase the building of snmall-dans and snall-scale irrigation
to be used by many small-scal e producers;

(c) To finalize and adopt by 2005 all necessary |egislative and policy
measures towards the developnent of sustainable agricultural and ranching
production systens;

(d) To enhance the reforestation/afforestation progranmes through the
devel opnent of joint activities between the R o Conventions and other related
agreenents and to intensify the nanagenent of soil

(e) To doubl e, by 2010, the use of renewabl e energy sources (e.g. solar,
wi nd and bi onass);

DECI DE ALSO to adopt the target of reversing the spread of desertification, and
reduce areas affected by one quarter between 2001 and 2010;

EXPRESS concern that despite the inportant efforts made by all interested
partners, the affected devel oping country Parties have been unable to nobilize
the necessary financial resources to fulfil their obligations wunder the

Convention. In these circunstances, we urge all relevant actors to take a set
of pro-active financial neasures, which include inter alia:

(a) Taking wurgent action to facilitate direct access of affected
devel oping countries to d obal Environnent Facility Resources for the
i mpl ementation of the Convention;
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(b) Concl udi ng partnership agreenents with the private sector in order
to increase investnments in activities related to the inplementation of the
Conventi on;

(c) Facilitating access to small and nmediumsize credit lines to foster
activities at the local and national |evels;

(d) Strengt hening the programe of debt relief for the heavily indebted
poor countries (H PC), especially the affected developing country Parties.

MONI TORI NG AND FOLLOW UP

RECOGNI ZE t hat nethodol ogi es on desertification assessnent and nonitoring need
to be devel oped so as to enable all the affected countries to neet the objectives
of the Convention;

SUPPORT the initiative launched by the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
the United Nations Environment Programmre and the G obal Environnent Facility for
t he devel opnent of a d obal Land Degradati on Assessnent;

DECIDE to develop a truly conprehensive Overall Assessnent of Desertification
(OAD) that wll provide the affected countries and all the decision makers
concerned with access to global data on the status of desertification and its
processes;

DECI DE ALSO to review the progress nade in inplenmenting the provisions of this
Decl aration, and request the Executive Secretary of the Convention to subnmit a
progress report for consideration by the Conference of the Parties in the year
2005;

URGE all affected countries, relevant international organizations, regional and
non governmental organizations, foundations and the private sector to continue
supporting action to conbat desertification and nmitigate the effects of drought,
and to take concrete action on the provisions of this Declaration.

Bonn, ..... Decenber 2000.



