Recalling General Assembly resolutions 42/60 of
30 November 1987 and 42/105 of 7 December 1987
and Economic and Social Council resolution 1987/18
of 26 May 1987,

Taking note of the decisions of the Fourth Meeting
of States Parties to the Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Taking note of resolution 32/1 of 16 March 198836
adopted by the Commission on the Status of Women
in response to the request contained in Economic
and Social Council decision 1987/112 of 6 February
1987,

Recalling the emphasis placed by the World Con-
ference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of
the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, on ratification of or acces-
sion to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women,*

1. Welcomes the ratification of or accession to
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women by an increasing
number of Member States;

2. Urges all States that have not yet ratified or
acceded to the Convention to do so as soon as
possible;

3. Urges States parties to the Convention to make
all possible efforts to submit their initial reports in
accordance with article 18 thereof and the guidelines
of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimina-
tion against Women,;

4. Recalls the articles of the Convention that
provide the mandate of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women,;

5. Welcomes the continuing efforts made by the
Committee to rationalize its procedures and expedite
the consideration of periodic reports submitted in
accordance with article 18 of the Convention;

6. Recalls the role of the Committee pursuant to
article 21, paragraph 1, of the Convention;

7. Notes with considerable concern the problems
encountered by the Committee as a result of the
shortage of resources, including resources for techni-
cal and substantive support;

8. Reaffirms that resources of the Branch for the
Advancement of Women of the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secre-
tariat should be reinforced through various means,
including redeployment, in order to enable it to keep
pace with its increased work-load and to guarantee
proper servicing of all bodies concerned with the
advancement of the status of women that are assisted
by the Branch;

9. Recognizes the special relevance of the period-
ic reports of States parties to the Convention to the
efforts of the Commission on the Status of Women to
review and appraise the implementation of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advance-
ment of Women3® in those countries;

10. Recognizes also that all States Members of the
United Nations should take into account all relevant
documents when developing strategies to monitor
and evaluate progress in the advancement of women
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and when formulating policies and programmes
concerning women at the national, regional and
international levels:

11. Requests the Secretary-General to dissemi-
nate information on the Convention and its imple-
mentation, with a view to promoting additional
ratifications of or accessions to the Convention;

12. Recommends that the Chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women and the Chairman of the Commission on the
Status of Women cach attend meetings of the other
body;

13. Recommends that the meetings of the Com-
mittee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women be scheduled, whenever possible, to allow for
the timely transmission of the results of its work for
information to the Commission on the Status of
Women during the same year as the Committee’s
session.

15th plenary meeting
26 May 1988

1988/27. Efforts to eradicate violence against women
within the family and society

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women, in which it was
stated that violence against women was a major
obstacle to the achievement of the objectives of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Devel-
opment and Peace,*

Cognizant of the fact that violence against women
exists in various forms in everyday life in all kinds of
societies and that concerted and continuous efforts
are required for its eradication,

Recalling also the relevant recommendations of the
Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,® the relevant
observations of the Seventh Congress*® and Econom-
ic and Social Council resolution 1984/14 of 24 May
1984 on violence in the family, as well as section IV
of Council resolution 1986/10 of 21 May 1986 and
General Assembly resolution 40/36 of 29 November
1985 on domestic violence,

Recalling further the relevant provisions of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights’ and the Declaration on Social
Progress and Development,?!

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on efforts to eradicate violence

48 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace. Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A, para. 258.

4 See Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders, Caracas, 25 August-5 September
1980: report prepared by the Secretariat (United Nations publica-
tion, Sales No. E.81.1V.4), chap. 1.
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against women within the family and society®? and
the views of the Commission on the Status of
Women expressed during its thirty-second session,?

Noting and fully appreciating the efforts being
undertaken by intergovernmental and non-govern-
mental organizations and researchers throughout the
world,

Mindful of the need to continue and accelerate
both short-term and long-term efforts already under
way to eradicate the problem of violence against
women,

1. Calis upon Member States to take the neces-
sary steps to give effect to the recommendations
contained in the report of the Secretary-General;>

2. Also calls upon concerned intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and researchers
to continue to consolidate their efforts and establish
close collaboration with the relevant units and organ-
izations of the United Nations system in the eradica-
tion of violence against women within the family and
society;

3. Invites organizations and institutions dealing
with the various aspects of the problem of violence
against women within the family and society in such
fields as social welfare, criminal justice, education,
health and shelter, as well as research, to establish an
international network for co-operation to facilitate
complementarity of action:

4. Requests the Secretary-General to pursue the
implementation of the recommendations contained
in his report5? and, in this regard, to ensure close
collaboration between the Branch for the Advance-
ment of Women and the Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Branch of the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secre-
tariat and with intergovernmental and non-govern-
mental organizations and research institutions con-
cerned;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to bring to
the attention of the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control at its tenth session the relevant recom-
mendations of the Expert Group Meeting on Vio-
lence in the Family with Special Emphasis on its
Effects on Women, held at Vienna from 8§ to 12
December 1986, so that the Committee may review
them and provide guidance on their implementation;

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to en-
sure that adequate documentation on the issue of
violence against women within the family and society
is prepared for the Eighth United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders.

15th plenary meeting
26 May 1988

1988/28. Participation of women in promoting inter-
national peace and co-operation

The Economic and Social Council,

% E.CN.6/1988/6.
33 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council.
1988, Supplement No. 5 (E/1988/15/Rev.1).

Reaffirming the interrelationship of the objectives
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Expressing the need for equal participation of
women in all efforts to strengthen and maintain
international peace and security and to promote
international co-operation, disarmament, the process
of détente and respect for the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations.

Referring to General Assembly resolution 37/63 of
3 December 1982, by which the Assembly pro-
claimed the Declaration on the Participation of
Women in Promoting International Peace and Co-
operation,

Recalling that the World Conference to Review
and Appraise the Achievements of the United Na-
tions Decade for Women: Equality, Development
and Peace, in adopting the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women¥® for the
period up to the year 2000, emphasized that the main
principles and directions for women’s activities
aimed at strengthening peace, formulated in the
Declaration, should be put into practice,>

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 42/61
of 30 November 1987, in which the Assembly invited
the Commission on the Status of Women to give
adequate attention to all the priority themes under
the headings of equality, development and peace in
recognition of the complexity of all the subject areas
addressed in the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
and in other policy documents, including the partici-
pation of women in promoting international peace
and co-operation,

Stressing that access to information, education for
peace and the eradication of violence against women
within the family and society are important for the
implementation of the Declaration,

Welcoming the Treaty between the United States
of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-range
and Shorter-range Missiles, signed in Washington,
D.C., on 8 December 1987, as an important step in
promoting international peace and co-operation and
a contribution to the creation of favourable condi-
tions for the attainment of the objectives of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Devel-
opment and Peacc,

Noting that the third special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament will provide man-
ifold opportunities to support the participation of
women in all activities related to peace, disarmament
and security at the national, regional and internation-
al levels,

Wishing to encourage the active participation of
women in promoting international peace, security
and co-operation and the elimination of violence
against women within the family and society,

1. Urges the Commission on the Status of Wom-
en to continue to give adequate attention to the

5 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality.
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication. Sales No E.85.1V.10), chap. I. sect. A, para. 239.



