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SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS AND PEACE 

1. How, most e f f e c t i v e l y , might the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Use o f S c i e n t i f i c and 
T e c h n o l o g i c a l P r o g r e s s i n t h e I n t e r e s t s o f Peace and f o r t h e B e n e f i t o f 
Mankind be implemented, as t o PEACE? (See t h i s s e s s i o n ' s a n n o t a t e d agenda, 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/1/Add.l, p a r a . 153.) 

2. T h i s y e a r t h e Commission on Human R i g h t s i n r e s o l u t i o n 1988/60 " c a l l e d 
upon a l l ... a p p r o p r i a t e o r g a n s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s ... t o t a k e measures t o 
ens u r e t h a t the r e s u l t s o f s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l p r o g r e s s were used 
e x c l u s i v e l y i n the i n t e r e s t s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace, f o r the b e n e f i t o f 
mankind and f o r pr o m o t i n g u n i v e r s a l r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s and fu n d a m e n t a l 
freedoms" (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/1/Add.1, p a r a . 155; emphasis added). I n 
r e s o l u t i o n 1988/61 t h e Commission " c a l l e d upon a l l S t a t e s t o make t h e 
n e c e s s a r y e f f o r t s t o use the achie v e m e n t s o f s c i e n c e and t e c h n o l o g y i n o r d e r 
t o promote p e a c e f u l s o c i a l , economic and c u l t u r a l development and p r o g r e s s and 
t o p u t an end t o the use o f t h e s e a c h i e v e m e n t s f o r m i l i t a r y p u r p o s e s " 
(emphasis added). 

3. Among t h e documents p r e s e n t e d t o t h e Sub-Commission t h i s s e s s i o n i s t h e 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s r e p o r t on "the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p between human r i g h t s and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace" (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/2). I m p l i c i t i n t h a t réport i s t h e 
reminder by the Sub-Ccmimission f o u r y e a r s ago, i n r e s o l u t i o n 1984/30, t h a t 
" t h e maintenance o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y f o r a l l p e o p l e s and 
i n d i v i d u a l s i s v i t a l ... f o r the f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n o f human r i g h t s and 
v i c e v e r s a " ( f o u r t h p r e a m b u l a r p a r a g r a p h ) . See t o o E/CN.4/1987/NGO/61: "A 
r e a s o n a b l e i n f e r e n c e i s t h a t armed c o n f l i c t s t o o o f t e n l e a d t o g r o s s 
v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s , j u s t as g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s t o o o f t e n 
l e a d t o armed c o n f l i c t s . " A c c o r d : E/CN.4/Sub.2/1987/11, p.20 (s t a t e m e n t o f 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission o f J u r i s t s ) . 

4. P a r a g r a p h 168 o f t h i s s e s s i o n ' s a n n o t a t e d agenda c o n c e r n s t h e d i s c l o s u r e 
by t r a n s n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s and e n t e r p r i s e s o f i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g h a z a r d s 
o f t h e i r p r o c e s s e s , p r o d u c t s and t e c h n o l o g i e s . We urge t h a t needed 
d i s c l o s u r e s by e n t r e p r e n e u r s engaged i n the manufacture and the a l a r m i n g 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f n u c l e a r , c h e m i c a l , b i o l o g i c a l , and o t h e r weapons o f mass 
d e s t r u c t i o n s p e c i f i c a l l y be a d d r e s s e d . Compare t h i s comment by the Human 
R i g h t s Committee: 

The Committee s h a r e s t h e c o n c e r n e x p r e s s e d d u r i n g s u c c e s s i v e s e s s i o n s o f 
the G e n e r a l Assembly t h a t "the development and p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f 
i n c r e a s i n g l y awesome weapons o f mass d e s t r u c t i o n ... n o t o n l y t h r e a t e n 
human l i f e b u t a l s o a b s o r b r e s o u r c e s t h a t c o u l d o t h e r w i s e be used f o r 
v i t a l economic and s o c i a l p u r p o s e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , and t h e r e b y f o r pr o m o t i n g and s e c u r i n g t h e 
enjoyment o f human r i g h t s f o r a l l " . (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1987/11, p.18) 

5. I n o r d e r t o b e g i n work on t h e s e a l m o s t overwhelming p r o b l e m s . Human 
R i g h t s A d v o c a t e s p r o p o s e s t h a t t h e Sub-Commission c o n s i d e r now what 
s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s i t might make i n the near f u t u r e , g i v e n i t s d i s t i n c t 
competence and s p e c i a l e x p e r i e n c e w i t h i m p l e m e n t a t i o n m a c h i n e r i e s -
m a c h i n e r i e s t h a t remain u n e x p l o r e d by most o t h e r U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s . They 
i n c l u d e i n t e r a l i a w o r k i n g g r o u p s , r a p p o r t e u r s , a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s , and e a r l y 
w a r n i n g s y s t e m s . 


