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1. H a b i t a t I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o a l i t i o n (HIC) i s an a l l i a n c e o f more t h a n 
200 non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and s c i e n t i f i c and e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
c o n c e r n e d w i t h one or more a s p e c t s o f human s e t t l e m e n t s . HIC was founded 
f o l l o w i n g t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o n f e r e n c e on Human S e t t l e m e n t s o f 1976 i n 
Vancouver. I t s c e n t r a l o b j e c t i v e i s t o o b t a i n r e c o g n i t i o n and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
o f t h e r i g h t o f everyone t o s e c u r e a p l a c e i n w h i c h t o l i v e i n c o n d i t i o n s o f 
peace and d i g n i t y . 

2. W i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n s o f the Commission on Human 
R i g h t s 1988/22 on the R e a l i z a t i o n o f Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s and 
1988/24 on the R e a l i z a t i o n o f the R i g h t t o Adequate H o u s i n g , H a b i t a t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o a l i t i o n would l i k e t o r e q u e s t the Sub-Commission t o g i v e 
s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n i n the study i t p l a n s t o make on the r e a l i z a t i o n o f 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s t o the need t o e l a b o r a t e the R i g h t t o 
Housing i n t o i m p l e m e n t a b l e l e g a l p r o v i s i o n s and s p e c i f i c o b l i g a t i o n s o f 
Governments. 

3. The urgency o f t h i s r e q u e s t i s d e m o n s t r a t e d by the d a t a on s h e l t e r needs 
w h i c h have become a v a i l a b l e on the o c c a s i o n o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year o f 
S h e l t e r f o r t h e Homeless. These i n d i c a t e t h a t more th a n 1 b i l l i o n p e o p l e l i v e 
i n i n a d e q u a t e houses or have no s h e l t e r a t a l l , and t h a t t h i s number i s l i k e l y 
t o i n c r e a s e d u r i n g the nex t decades u n l e s s d r a s t i c a c t i o n i s t a k e n . 

4. The r i g h t t o h o u s i n g i s a complex one. I t needs t o be a n a l y s e d and 
d i s a g g r e g a t e d i n t o a range o f d i f f e r e n t elements such as t h e r i g h t t o l a n d ; 
s e c u r i t y o f t e n u r e ; a c c e s s t o i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and s e r v i c e s ; b u i l d i n g c o d e s ; 
c r e d i t f a c i l i t i e s ; t h e r i g h t t o form a s s o c i a t i o n s and t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e 
p l a n n i n g , c o n s t r u c t i o n and maintenance o f houses and n e i g h b o u r h o o d s ; e t c . 
T h i s w i l l r e q u i r e t h e a d a p t a t i o n o f e x i s t i n g and the d r a f t i n g o f new l e g a l 
i n s t r u m e n t s , b o t h a t the n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 

5. I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n . H a b i t a t I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o a l i t i o n i s o f the o p i n i o n 
t h a t t h e d r a f t i n g o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l r u l e s o f c o n d u c t c o n c e r n i n g e v i c t i o n s i s a 
s u b j e c t o f s p e c i a l u rgency. I t f e e l s i m p e l l e d t o make t h i s o b s e r v a t i o n 
because o f t h e c a s e s o f f o r c e d mass e v i c t i o n s w h i c h c o n t i n u e t o o c c u r i n 
s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s . 

6. HIC i s aware o f the f a c t t h a t the Sub-Commission i s a l r e a d y d e a l i n g w i t h 
e v i c t i o n s i n the c o n t e x t o f i t s a c t i v i t i e s f o r t h e p r e v e n t i o n o f 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and when e v i c t i o n s t a k e p l a c e i n o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s and HIC 
hopes t h a t t h e Sub-Commission w i l l c o n t i n u e and i n t e n s i f y i t s a c t i o n a g a i n s t 
e v i c t i o n s i n a l l i t s m a n i f e s t a t i o n s . 

7. H a b i t a t I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o a l i t i o n would l i k e t o i n f o r m t h e Sub-Commission 
t h a t i t has d e c i d e d t o l a u n c h an i n t e r n a t i o n a l campaign a g a i n s t f o r c e d 
e v i c t i o n s . I t has a l s o s t a r t e d t o d r a f t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l C h a r t e r o f Housing 
R i g h t s , w h i c h w i l l be the s u b j e c t o f a workshop i t i n t e n d s t o h o l d i n M e x i c o 
on 14, 15 and 16 J a n u a r y 1989. I n t h e s e and o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s H a b i t a t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o a l i t i o n w o u l d be g l a d t o c o - o p e r a t e c l o s e l y w i t h the 
Sub-Commission. 


