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Taliban plans offensive

ANTHONY DAVIS JDW Correspondent
Islamabad

N

The Taliban is building up its taskforce with hundreds of troops that have been
airlifted in to Konduz, while numbers of armoured vehicles have been moved

up to the front-line province of Takhar T rcwisec's; 0mss3

Unconfirmed reports indicate that some
MBTs may have been moved north on
tank-transporters. If true, this would mark
the first time tank-transporters have been
seen in Afghanistan since the end of the
Soviet occupation in 1989. )

In addition to Afghan Taliban, indica-
tions are that foreign Islamist volunteers
will again play a key role as a spearhead
in the impending offensive. According to
western  military estimates, around
8,000-12,000 foreigners operate along-
side the Taliban. Most are Pakistanis
affiliated to various religious groups; oth-
ers include Arabs loyal to Osama Bin
Laden, and Central Asians and Chechens
affiliated to the Afghanistan-based
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (MU).

Military analysts believe that the brunt of
the Taliban offensive will fall on the
Farkhar Gorge, now held by opposition
commander Ahmadshah Massoud, and
along the road towards the town of Keshm
in Badakhshan. If successful, such a thrust
could outflank the line of defence further
north along the Kokcha River by Massoud.

Intelligence sources understand Pakistan
has continued to provide logistic and advi-

ndeterred by a UN arms embargo,
Afghanistan’s Taliban regime is preparing
for one of its largest offensives in recent
years, aimed at breaking the back of the
opposition Northern Alliance, according
to Pakistan-based military and intelligence sources
(Jane’s Defence Weekly 9 May).

The hardline militia is completing its build-up of a
taskforce estimated at 20,000-25,000 troops in north-
eastern Takhar and Konduz provinces opposite
Badakhshan, the last province to be held entirely by
opposition forces. -

Despite delays in May caused by fighting in the cen-
tral and northern regions, hundreds of fresh troops have

been airlifted from Kabul to Konduz, adjacent to the .

front-line province of Takhar. Numbers of refitted main
battle tanks (MBTS) and other armoured fighting vehi-
cles have moved north through the town of
Pul-i-Khumri to Takhar in recent weeks.

sory support for the build-up despite
Islamabad’s earlier assurances that it would abide by
UN Security Council Resolution 1333 that since Janu-
ary has prohibited provision of materiel or advisory
support to the Taliban. The UN has no mechanism in
place that might monitor the implementation of the
sanctions regime by Pakistan, which has backed the
Taliban since the movement’s inception in 1994,

In one week in early May two convoys of about 15
trucks each were moving daily from the Pakistan bor-
der at Torkham through Jalalabad to Kabul, according
to reliable sources.

The Mercedes-Benz trucks carried Pakistani AF
(“applied for’) plates (issued in advance of normal reg-
istration plates) giving them a degree of anonymity,
noted the sources. Munitions are understood to have
been concealed under sacks of wheat.

Other munitions are understood to have been moved
across the southern border at Chaman between the Pak-

istani city of Quetta and Kandahar in Afghanistan,
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Taliban poised to take over Takhar, Badakhshan

By M. Ilyas Khan

PESHAWAR, May 30: The Taliban are bracing themselves for a major offensive in
northern Afghanistan to oust the opposition forces from Takhar and Badakhshan,
sources here said on Wednesday.

They said that details of the offensive were finalized by top officials of the Afghan
defence ministry in a meeting with the Taliban supreme leader, Mullah Mohammad
Omar, in Kandhar last Thursday.

“Thosc who attended the meeting included Mullah Fazil Akhund, a top defence
ministry official who has now been appointed commander of Takhar operation,
Mullah Abdul Hai, in charge of the finances of the Takhar front, and four others.
The meeting was told that the war expenses for the Takhar front had been raised
from the current US$200,000 per week (US$10.4 million per ycar) to UJ$$500,000
per week, the sources said, They added that the increase was approved by Mullah
Omar in line with the Taliban's plans for ousting the opposition forces from

Afghanistan this year.

The Taliban have been engaged in massive arms buildup on the Takhar front since
March, and have raised a force of 35,000 froops to storm the remaining areas in
Takhar and the north- castern province of Badakhshan. T heir forces include 5,000
"fidaeen” (suicide fighters) and 3,000 Central Asian militants led by an Uzbek
rebel, Jumma Namangani. ‘

The Taliban have also moved medical corps from Kabul to set up field hospitals in
arcas behind the Takhar front lines, and have established a huge arms workshop at
the Farkhar Gorge, bordering Badakhshan, sources said. In addition, the Taliban
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purchased 2,000 horses from the local market for action in Takhar and Badakhshan,
and acquired a fleet of boats to capture some strategic islands in river Piandzhe,
behind the defence lines of the opposition troops.

The concentration of the Taliban troops in Takhar began in March, when 15,000
troops stationed in Kandhar were shifted to the Takhar front lines. These were -
followed by a contingent of the newly-trained Taliban from the five jihadi
seminaries of the country.

On May 8, fresh troops from Kabul's central corps were airlifted to Takhar by 20
flights. This build up coincided with the doubling of rations for all fronts from
»20.000 afehan is per fighter per month to 1.40 million afghan is. Similarly, the
cetling tor diesel consumption by each truck on war duty was raised from 100 litres

to 200 litres.

Apart from 35,000 men on the Takhar front, Taliban have stationed 10,000 troops
in Bamiyan, 12,000 in Shamali, 3,000 in Ghorband, and 10,000 in Kunar. There are
smaller fronts in the east, north and west of the country, but their details are not
available.
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