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Item 2 of the provisional agenda*
Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

Status of documentation

Note by the Secretariat

1. In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 2008 (LX), annex,
paragraph 8, the forty-first session of the Committee for Programme and
Coordination will be held at Headquarters from 11 June to 6 July 2001.

2. In its resolution 1988/77 on its revitalization, the Council reiterated that the
Secretariat should circulate relevant documentation in all working languages six
weeks before the opening of sessions of the Council and its subsidiary organs.

3. In its resolutions 53/208, 54/490 and 55/702, the General Assembly
(a) reiterated its request to the Secretary-General to ensure that documentation is
available in accordance with the six-week rule for the distribution of documents
simultaneously in the six official languages of the General Assembly; (b) reaffirmed
its decision that if a report is issued late, the reason for the delay should be indicated
when the report is introduced; and (c) also decided that if a report is submitted late
to conference services the reasons for this should be included in a footnote to the
document.

4. In the same resolutions, the General Assembly reiterated its request that the
Secretary-General direct all departments to include, where appropriate, the
following elements in reports originating in the Secretariat:

(a) A summary;

(b) Consolidated conclusions, recommendations and other proposed actions;

(c) Relevant background information.

* E/AC.51/2001/1.
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5. Also in the same resolutions, the General Assembly reiterated that all
documents submitted to legislative organs by the Secretariat and expert bodies for
consideration and action should mark conclusions and recommendations in bold
print.

6. Accordingly, the documentation for the forty-first session of the Committee
should be circulated by 6 April 2001; the documents to be issued for the forty-first
session are listed in the annex.
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