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COMMISSION DES DROITS DE L'HOMME
Cinquante-septiéme session
Point 9 a) de l'ordre du jour

QUESTION DE LA VIOLATION DES DROITS DE L'HOMME ET DES LIBERTES
FONDAMENTALES, OU QU'ELLE SE PRODUISE DANS LE MONDE,
NOTAMMENT :

QUESTION DES DROITS DE L'HOMME A CHYPRE

Lettre datée du 18 avril 2001, adressée ala Haut-Commissaire aux droits
de I'nomme par |e Représentant permanent de la Turquie
aupres de I'Office des Nations Unies a Genéve

Jai I'honneur de vous faire tenir ci-joint le texte d'une lettre datée du 9 avril 2001, qui vous
est adressée par S. E. M. Tahsin Ertugruloglu, Ministre des affaires étrangeres et de la défense de
la République turque de Chypre-Nord.

Je vous serais reconnaissant de bien vouloir faire distribuer le texte de cette lettre” comme
document officiel dela Commission des droits de I'hnomme a sa cinguante-septiéme session, au
titre du point 9 @) de l'ordre du jour.

L'Ambassadeur,
Représentant permanent
(Signé) Murat Sungar

" Reproduit tel quel, dans lalangue originale seulement.
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TURKISE REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENCE
(Lafsosa via Messia-10, Turkey)

9 Apcll 2001

Madame High Commissioner,

1 have the honotr to refer to the lettar dated 2 Jenuary 2001 addressed to you by the Gresle
Cyprict represerztive in Gereve, Mr. Alexandros Vikis, in commestion with the arrest and detzation
by the Tuzkish Cypriot pelics of Greek Cypriot national Mr. Panicos Tsizkourmas (E/ CN.42001/1238
of 20 February 2001). We regret the fact thax a purely criminal legal marter bas ber typicelly
intemationalised by the Gresk Cypriot administrarion for political gain.

I wish to stress, at the outset, that there is no “oceupation” in Cyprus as alleged by the Creek
Cyprict representative, but a lawful presencs besed on internarional reaties. Turkey’s imterveotion in
Cypmswasundam.kzninacccrdancewithhanigb:s and obligations under the Treaty of Guarantes
of 1960 and the Taricish foress are in Cyprus with the full consent of the Terkish Cypriot peaple ko,
by excrcising their inkerst right to self-determinarion, established the Turkish Republic cfNarther

Cyprus (TRNC) in November 1983, twexty yeers after having bemn Ioft stateless by the Greek
Cypriots, It skould be undarstood that the preseacs of the Tardsh forces in Narthern Cyprus,
particularly in the absencs of 2 camprehensive agreement, i3 a vital sscurity requirerme for the
Turkish Cyprict people. It serves 4s a detert=x against the repetition of Greek-Gre=k Cypriot
ageression against the Turkish Cypriots as ccurr=d during the 1963-1974 pedicd, which is well
documented in th= relevant reports of the UN Secrotary-General 2s well as thase of the intecrational
news media (see Arnex). ‘

H.E. Ms. Mary Robinson

United Nations High Commissicner
for Human Righrs

OfFice of the Unired Natdons High Commissicrer
for Human Rights

Geneva.
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Thes= is no quescanof the Govemment of the Republic of Turkey exercising jurisdiction
in the TRNC, which aas its gwn democrancally elected Government, exmgﬁmm exclusive
anthority and jurisdiction over the texritary and people of the State. Tuzkey, therefore, cannot be
held 3ccounrable for the palicies and/ar actons of the legitimare anthorities of the TRNC. May
I zec2ll thar UN-sponsored telks have always besn held berween the ™wo equal parties in
Cypnm_uim:d at reconcifiation and hased an partnership. Tuxkey and Greees, 23 the two
“matheriands™, or anybady alse far that mater, have never beex 2 party tq the talks precess.

With regard © the ruling of the Europezn Court of Human Rights cane=ming the case of
Loizidou vs. Turkevy, the Turkish Cypdat party bas repeatedly stressed that reciprocal property claims
of both sides arc one of the “cere issues” and can only be 2ddressed and settled betwesn the two
parties within the context of an overall sgresment, It should be rezalled that one of the parameters
agresd upon during past phases of the UN-spanscred talks was that, in the particular circumstancss af
Cyprus, the onlymﬁsticmdhnmanc-mytorsclvethisissﬁcwas, and 31l i3, through a global
exchange of properties and/or compensation. This is a logical consequencs of the voluntary
population exchange Agresment of 2 Avgust 1573, sebsequently, inmlemented through UNFICYT,
the UN Peacskeeping ForceinCypns.TheTuddsh@prictpzn}'hasdmiSSEm::cnﬂzisissuear.d
foresed the sstablishment of a joint property claims commission with a view to resolving this issee
on the basis of the said principle. However, the Grek Cypriot party chose 1o reject this construcdve

propasal.

The ruling ignores the fact thar tha twa sides in Cyprus aze separated by a “gre=z line” since
1963 2nd by a cease-fire armgement since 1974, monitored by the UN. It firther disregards the
reality of the yoluntary ragrouping of the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot populations under the
akove-mentioned voluntery exchange of pogulations Agreement. Furthermore, the ruling &sregards
the fact that 2 buffer zone, under the conmel of the UN Paacskzeping Farce in Cyprus, bas besa
sqtahlished hetween tis respective tamitodes of the TRNC and the Gre=k Cypriot admimisccon.

As for the case of Mz. Panicos Tsiakourmas, he was peither ahducted aor sahjected to -
weamment, but lawfully ercested by the TRNC golice. On 12 Decamsiner 2000, Mr. Tsiakourmas was
arrestad by the Narcotics Deparznent of the Turkish Cyzrict polics nearthe village of Beyarmudu in
TRNC t=ritory on suspicion of dealing in percodes. Over 2 kilo of canmabis was found i his
pessession aad Mr. Tsiakourmmas was subsequenrly brought before the Lefkosa Distriet Courton the
sema day, which ordersd his deteation. UN aficials in Cyprus were duly informed about the imeident



and tha detmines has hem cxz=ined kv an UNFICY? docr whe found his medical conditon fully
sapiefactory. Mr. Tsiakoummas centnmes to te under the cars e=d supervision of 2 Turkish Cypriat
specialisz, namely Dr, Hasan Sav. ard is visited reqularly by an UNTICYP paysician, as well as a
fanily doctor.

In a==srdance with the legal procedirs, Teiakomurmas bad teen detaired 2x the Lefkom Conml
Prison cntil his prelimmirary ingwiry tegan o the Gazi Magusa Diswic: Courton 8 February2001. On
15 Fetruary, the Court commined the case t the Assize Court and his case came befire the Gaz
Magus2 Assize Cowrt en 21 Februmry wheze it i3 cuzentty continsng.

Mr. Tsiakourras has beent, and is being, trearad with fll care and respect to the due process
of lvy. He hes retzined a team af lawyers, inchuding 2 Turkish Cyprict lawyer, Mr. Maxzs AZiz, wio
have full acc=ss to him, znd Mr, Tsiakourmas bezedts from ofl his legal dghrs, incinding fill madical
care and vists by his Smily. Greek Cypriat allegations simed at solidcising this case wiich is still
eder trial, ars unfounded aod sonstturs an unwar=ztd isterferacce with the due rocessof awina
demccmatic cotmtry with an independent judiciary. Foryour Excellency’s informaricon thess facts are
confirmed, among cthers, & the anmual repars of the US Degparnremt of State on human fghts
precticas in Cyprus, whish mest ctrreatly (2000) swmres thar “demescratie principles are generally

respected™ and thar “the judiciary is indspendent of execxtive and military influeges” in
Northem Cyprus.

T am confident thar, in the interest of faimass =d impartdality, this communication will be
brought w the smemtion of all © whem the sbove-mentioped lewsr of the Gresk Cymrict
reqresentative has hesa circalated. -

Pleass aceept, Madame Figh Commissicner, the assurancss of oy lxigheﬁt consic=aticrn,

Tahsia Eredrulogln
Minister of Foreige AfTzirs
aud Defencz

-



