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N i n e t e e n e i g h t y - e i g h t i s a ye a r o f a n n i v e r s a r i e s . F o r t y y e a r s ago, the 
n a t i o n s o f the w o r l d p r o m u l g a t e d a code o f human r i g h t s , the U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s , t h a t s h i n e s as a beacon o f hope t o m i l l i o n s o f 
human b e i n g s l a n g u i s h i n g under the yoke o f r a c i s m , r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e , and 
o t h e r forms o f o p p r e s s i o n i n f l i c t e d by one group a g a i n s t a n o t h e r . T w e n t y - f i v e 
y e a r s ago, the U n i t e d N a t i o n s a d o p t e d the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n o f 
A l l Forms o f R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n , s p e l l i n g o u t i n g r e a t d e t a i l t h e v a r i o u s 
e l e m e n t s o f the r i g h t t o freedom from r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . F i n a l l y , f i v e 
y e a r s ago, t h e G e n e r a l Assembly p r o c l a i m e d the Second Decade t o Combat R a c i a l 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n . Today, i n 1988, we s t a n d a t the m i d p o i n t o f the Second Decade. 

A y e a r o f such s i g n i f i c a n t a n n i v e r s a r i e s p r e s e n t s an a u s p i c i o u s 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o t a k e s t o c k o f o u r a c h i e v e n e n t s and o u r f a i l u r e s i n e f f a c i n g t he 
b l o t o f r a c i s m f r o m human a f f a i r s . We a p p l a u d the Sub-Comnission and i t s 
S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r , Mr. E i d e , f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s t o a p p r a i s e s o b e r l y the 
s u c c e s s e s and d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s o f the F i r s t Decade t o Combat R a c i s m and R a c i a l 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n as w e l l a s o f the f i r s t h a l f o f the Second Decade, w i t h an eye 
t o i d e n t i f y i n g more e f f e c t i v e s t r a t e g i e s f o r the second h a l f o f the Second 
Decade. I n t h i s s p i r i t o f c r i t i c a l a ssessment, the B a h a ' i I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o i m u n i t y would l i k e t o p r e s e n t a number o f t h o u g h t s about the n a t u r e o f the 
problem a t hand and e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n s t h a t can now be t a k e n t o t a c k l e i t . 

At l e a s t one o b v i o u s c o n c l u s i o n l e a p s from the pages o f Mr. E i d e ' s f i n e 
r e p o r t : r a c i s m i s a s t u b b o r n f o e , a s o c i a l malady w i t h r o o t s t h a t run deep i n 
the s o i l o f human h i s t o r y and i n the c o l l e c t i v e human c o n s c i e n c e . I n the 
B a h a ' i v i e w , r a c i s m i s t e n a c i o u s because i t i s n o t c o n f i n e d t o i t s more 
a p p a r e n t m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f p o l i t i c a l o p p r e s s i o n and s t r i f e , s u c h a s we w i t n e s s 
today i n A f r i c a , or economic i n e q u a l i t y and e x p l o i t a t i o n . R a t h e r , r a c i s m i s 
e n d u r i n g b e c a u s e i t f i r s t t a k e s r o o t i n the minds and c o n s c i e n c e o f 
i n d i v i d u a l s . I t i n v o l v e s l e a r n e d b e h a v i o u r , the e x p r e s s i o n o f r a c i a l 
p r e j u d i c e i n i n d i v i d u a l h e a r t s . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , any c a n p a i g n t o e r a d i c a t e r a c i s m must be c o n c e r n e d v i t a l l y 
w i t h endeavours t o change b e l i e f s and a t t i t u d e s . P o l i t i c a l a c t i o n a l o n e 
c a n n o t o f f e r a permanent s o l u t i o n . I n the absence o f a change i n human 
a t t i t u d e s , and the development, among o r d i n a r y p e o p l e and t h e i r l e a d e r s , o f a 
f i r m c o n v i c t i o n i n the t r u t h o f r a c i a l q u a l i t y , p o l i t i c a l advances c a n e a s i l y 
be r e v e r s e d by tho s e i n d i v i d u a l s and groups c o n t i n u i n g t o harb o u r r a c i a l 
a n i m D s i t i e s . 

How c a n t h e s e r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e s be a b o l i s h e d ? F u e l l e d by a complex a r r a y 
o f s o c i e t a l p r e s s u r e s , r a c i a l h a t r e d and p r e j u d i c e are t h e f r u i t s o f 
i g n o r a n c e , o f s t e r e o t y p i c m i s c o n c e p t i o n s , o f the human tendency t o e l e v a t e 
one's group t o a p o s i t i o n o f s u p e r i o r i t y over o t h e r s and o f the absence o f 
s p i r i t u a l v a l u e s . I n the Bahá'i v i e w , the b l a t a n t l y f a l s e and m i s g u i d e d 
p r e m i s e s upon w h i c h r a c i s m r e s t s must be c o u n t e r e d by the t r u t h : t h a t a l l 
human b e i n g s belong t o a s i n g l e h u m n f a m i l y , the human r a c e , a f a m i l y u n i t e d 
b i o l o g i c a l l y , s o c i a l l y , and s p i r i t u a l l y , w h i l e d i s p l a y i n g , t o the e n r i c h m e n t 
o f the e n t i r e p l a n e t a l i m i t l e s s v a r i e t y o f s e c o n d a r y p h y s i c a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . I f ev e r y p e r s o n i s l e d t o p e r c e i v e t h i s t r u t h and t o welccme 
t h o s e o f another s k i n c o l o u r as members o f h i s own s p i r i t u a l f a m i l y , r a c i s m 
w i l l f i n d a r e c e p t i v e home nowhere and w i l l e v a p o r a t e o f i t s own a c c o r d . I t 
i s t h e r e f o r e e s s e n t i a l t o e d u c a t e e v e r y i n d i v i d u a l , b u t e s p e c i a l l y young 
c h i l d r e n , i n the t r u t h o f the u n i t y o f the human r a c e , a t r u t h c o n f i r m e d by 
a l l t he human s c i e n c e s . 
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At the same t i m e , o u r a n a l y s i s o f the pro b l e m o f r a c i s m l e a d s t o the 
c o n c l u s i o n t h a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s has a v i t a l r o l e t o p l a y i n i t s 
e l i m i n a t i o n . Racism i s a g l o b a l d i s e a s e , i n f e c t i n g human h e a r t s i n e v e r y 
c o u n t r y o f the v r a r l d . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s c a n do much t o i n s p i r e and g u i d e the 
g l o b a l e f f o r t t h a t i s r e q u i r e d t o e r a d i c a t e i t . For t h i s r e a s o n we welcome 
the h o l d i n g t h i s year o f a g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n on r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

In a d d i t i o n , f o r r e a s o n s a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d , we b e l i e v e t h a t g l o b a l 
c o n s u l t a t i o n , and U n i t e d N a t i o n s a c t i v i t i e s i n g e n e r a l , s h o u l d f o c u s on 
e d u c a t i o n i n the t r u t h o f human u n i t y and r a c i a l e q u a l i t y . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
i s i n a p o s i t i o n t o a c t as the f a c i l i t a t o r o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l 
campaign, i n v o l v i n g n a t i o n a l and l o c a l G o v e r m e n t s , a s w e l l as 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , w i t h t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the Second Decade, 
the U n i t e d N a t i o n s has t a k e n the f i r s t s t e p t o w a r d s the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f such 
a c a n p a i g n , and we a p p l a u d the v a r i o u s i n f o r m a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s t h a t i t h a s 
a l r e a d y u n d e r t a k e n i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , we welcome the 
G e n e r a l Assembly's renewed i n v i t a t i o n t o UNESCO, i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 42/47, t o 
e x p e d i t e the p r e p a r a t i o n o f t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l s on r a c i s m and r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r e n p h a s i s on a c t i v i t i e s a t the p r i m a r y and 
secondary l e v e l s . 

We warmly a p p l a u d a l l the e f f o r t s t h a t have a l r e a d y been made i n 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the Second Decade. We b e l i e v e , however, t h a t a more 
s u s t a i n e d , f a r - r e a c h i n g e d u c a t i o n a l c a n p a i g n i s c a l l e d f o r . 

F i r s t , w h i l e the u n i t e d N a t i o n s can f a c i l i t a t e s u c h an e f f o r t , we a r e 
c o n v i n c e d t h a t such a c a n p a i g n must be l a u n c h e d and p u r s u e d f r o m t h e g r a s s r o o t 
l e v e l , i n o r d e r t o r e a c h the h e a r t s and minds o f o r d i n a r y p e o p l e . 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s and Governments must t a k e the i n i t i a t i v e and d e t e r m i n e what t h e y 
can do t o f o s t e r a more u n i v e r s a l awareness o f r a c i a l u n i t y and e q u a l i t y . As 
p a r t o f t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the r e q u i r e d g l o b a l e f f o r t , B a h a ' i c o m n u n i t i e s 
i n over 100 c o u n t r i e s a r e t r a i n i n g young c h i l d r e n i n the p r i n c i p l e o f r a c i a l 
u n i t y , i n o r g a n i z e d c l a s s e s and s p e c i a l c o n f e r e n c e s , a s w e l l a s i n the home. 

Second, Baha'is b e l i e v e t h a t i n o r d e r t o change a t t i t u d e s , i t i s n o t 
enough t o p r e s e n t o b j e c t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n about the p r o b l e m o f r a c i s m . i n 
consonance w i t h the view t h a t e d u c a t i o n progranmes must emphasize the 
fundamental bonds t h a t u n i t e p e o p l e o f a l l r a c i a l b a c k g r o u n d s , we have 
advocated the development o f a model u n i v e r s a l c u r r i c u l u m on the oneness o f 
mankind i n p r e v i o u s s t a t e m e n t s t o the S u b - C o m n i s s i o n . F u r t h e r , we have 
e x p r e s s e d the vie w t h a t UNESCO would be the most a p p r o p r i a t e agency t o o u t l i n e 
such a c u r r i c u l u m , i n l i g h t o f the many m a t e r i a l s i t h a s a l r e a d y p r o d u c e d i n 
the f i e l d o f human r i g h t s e d u c a t i o n , a s w e l l a s i t s a c c e s s t o the l a t e s t 
s c i e n t i f i c f i n d i n g s t e s t i f y i n g t o the b i o l o g i c a l , p s y c h o l o g i c a l and s o c i a l 
u n i t y o f the human s p e c i e s . Such a s u g g e s t e d c u r r i c u l u m c o u l d t h e n be 
d i s s e m i n a t e d t o Governments and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and a d a p t e d by 
them f o r use i n t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t s . 

For a l l t h e s e r e i ons, the Baha'i I n t e r n a t i o n a l Community would l i k e t o 
reconinend t h a t t h e f o r t h c o m i n g g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n on r a c i s m d e v o t e 
a p p r o p r i a t e time t o c o n s i d e r i n g how t o encourage a w o r l d - w i d e e d u c a t i o n a l 
campaign and t o d e v e l o p and d i s s e m i n a t e a model c u r r i c u l u m on the oneness o f 
mankind. We a l s o welcome the a p p r o v a l by the G e n e r a l Assembly o f the h o l d i n g , 
d u r i n g the b i e n n i u m 1992-1993, o f a round t a b l e o f e x p e r t s t o d i s c u s s t h e 
p r e p a r a t i o n o f t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l s t o combat r a c i s m and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 
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We hope t h a t t h i s r o u n d — t a b l e w i l l a l s o d i s c u s s means f o r f a c i l i t a t i n g 
e d u c a t i o n a l progranmes d e s i g n e d t o i n s t i l i n young c h i l d r e n a h e a r t - f e l t 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f the u n i t y o f humankind and t o s u g g e s t the elements f o r a 
model c u r r i c u l u m i n t h i s a r e a . The Bahá'i I n t e r n a t i o n a l Community, based on 
i t s l o n g e x p e r i e n c e i n p r o m o t i n g r a c i a l harmony and e q u a l i t y , w o u l d be happy 
t o o f f e r i t s a s s i s t a n c e i n t h i s endeavour, i n whatever way i t c a n . 

S i n c e the f o u n d i n g o f t h e Bahá'i F a i t i i i n 1844, B a h a ' i s around the w o r l d 
have been s t a u n c h l y c o i a n i t t e d t o the g o a l o f e l i m i n a t i n g p r e j u d i c e and 
f o s t e r i n g r a c i a l u n i t y . We have w i t n e s s e d the p o s i t i v e , u n i f y i n g r e s u l t s o f 
thos e e f f o r t s i n o u r own c o n n u n i t i e s . Because o f o u r e x p e r i e n c e i n t h i s 
f i e l d , we r e c o g n i z e t h a t the r o a d t o the e l i m i n a t i o n o f r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
i s l o n g and r o c k y . But we a r e e q u a l l y o p t i m i s t i c t h a t humankind w i l l , w i t h 
the n e c e s s a r y r e s o l v e , r e a c h t h e u l t i m a t e d e s t i n a t i o n o f r a c i a l u n i t y and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g . I f i n d i v i d u a l s , n o n -governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and 
Governments c a n r e s o l v e t o e d u c a t e t h e m s e l v e s , t h e i r c o n m u n i t i e s and t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n i n the t r u t h o f human u n i t y , we may w e l l be a b l e t o l o o k back upon 
the Second Decade a s a t u r n i n g p o i n t i n the s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t r a c i s m . 


