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CF HOSTAGES

Letter dated 23 May 1678 from the Permanent Representative
of Israel to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-
General

I have the honour to refer to the vicious PLO terrorist attack against
passengers waiting to board an T1 Al plane at Orly Airport, Paris, on Saturday,
20 May 1978, and to draw your attention to a cable which wasg sent on 21 May by
Mr. Tamir, the Minister of Justice and Acting Minister of Transport of Israel,
to the President of the Cowmeil of the International Civil Aviation Organizaticn.
The text of Mr. Tamir's cable read as foilows:

"In accordance with article 13 of the 1471 Montreal Convention for
the Suppressicn of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation,
this is to inform you of the following:

"On Saturday, 20 May 1978, at Paris Orly Airport, at approximately
1525 hours, a group of three terrorists opened Tire on passengers waiting
to embark on El Al flight 324, en route tc Zen Guricn Internaticnal Airport.
Only prompt action by security forces prevented the terrorist attack from
developing intc a massacre of dozens of innocent passengers and an attack
on the ElL Al aircraft. Despite the promwt action, a member of the French
security forces was killed by the terrorists, and a number of perscns
were injured.

"The terrorists were members of a group affilisted to the PLO. This

group, in an announcement from Beirut, has already hastened to claim
responsibility for the attack,
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115 attack is the latest in a long record of ath
aviation by members of the FLO.

hias recentliy been granted ohserver status in ICAD,
dedicated to the zafe and orderly develcoment of
aviation,

"I hereby urgently csll upon the Ccouncil of ICAO to condemn the
attack and to call uponr Ststes to take premot action to prevent and punish
such attacks, and to comnly with the relevant ICAO resocluticns, esvecislly
A-22.16 and A-22-17, which, inter alia, call upon States to take adequate
measures to prevent such attacks.

"I request that this letter be circulated to all merbers of the
Couneil,"

I have the heonour to reguest that this letter be circulated as an official
document of the General Asscmbly under items 30 and 122 of the preliminary list.

-

Sisned) Chaim HSERZOG
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
of Israel
to the United Nations





