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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At ita forty-second session, the General Assembly, by its resolution 42/42 G
of 30 November 1987, took note, inter alia, of the rep')rt of the Dilarmame~t

Commission, 1/ requested the Commission to continu~ its work in accordance with its
Inundate, as set forth in paraqrapl'. 118 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly (resolution S-iO/2), the first special session
devoted to disarmament, and requested the Commission to meet for 8 periOd not
exceeding four weeks during 1988 and to submit a substantive special re~ort,

containing specific recommendations on the items i~c!uded in its agenda, to the
Assembly at its third s,ecial session devoted to disarmament as well as a report to
the Assembly at its forty-third sessi"n.

2. At the same session, the General Assembly adapted the following resolutions
that have direct relevbuce to the work of the Dis~rmament Commissions

(a) Resolution 42/34 B, entitled "Nuclear capability of South Africa",

(b) Resolution 42/36, entitled "Reduction of military bUdgets",

(c) Resolution 42138 E, entitled "Conventional disarmament" I

(d) Resolution 42/38 G, entitled "Conventional disarmament"'

(e) Resolution 42138 K, entitled "Naval armam"'!lts and disarmament",

(f) Resolution 42/38 0, entitled "Review of the role of the United Nations in
the field of disarmament",

(g) Resolution 42/39 F, entitled "Consid9ration of ~uidelines for
confidence-building measures,

(h) Resolution 42142 F, entitled "Verification in all it.s aspects",

(i) Resolution 42142 G, entitled "Report of the Disarmament Commission",

(j) Resolution 42142 M, entitled "Implementation of the rec~:r;\;lIendations and
decisions of the tenth special session".

3. The Uisarmament Commission met at UniteJ Nations Headquarte~~ ~n

1 December 1987 foe a brief organizational session. Dur~ng that meutlnq
(122nd meeting), the Commission considered questions related to the organizational
work for its 1988 substantive session and took up the question of the election of
its officers, taking into account the principle of rotation of ~he chairmanship
among the geographic regions. The Commission elected its Chairman ~nd three
Vice-Chairmenl the election of the other officers was postponed to the 1988
substantive session. The Commission also considerad the provisional agenda (see
para. 6 below) for the 1988 substantive session. The Cornm'ssion further decided to
hold its 1988 substantive session from 2 to 20 May 1988, in view of the convening
of the third special session of the General Assenbly devoted to disarmament
scheduled from 31 May to 2S June :988. It was understood that the decision to
shorten the duration of the sessio~ of the Commission should not be viewed as a
precedent for the future.
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II. 0, \NIZATION AND NORK OF THE 1988 SESSION

4. The Disnrmament Commission met at Unitsd Nations Headquarters from 2 to
20 May 1988. In the course of its session, it held nine plenary meetings
(A/CN.10/PV.123-131).

5. At itc l23rd meeting, on 2 May, the Disarmament Commission elected four more
Vice-Chairmen of the Commiasion and its Rapporteur for 1988. The Bureau of the
Commission was constituted as follows I

Chairmanl Mr. Davidson L. Hepburn (Ba,amas)

yice-Chairmenl Representatives from the following St~teSI

Australia
Austria
Cameroon
Czechoslovakia

Jordan
'logo
Uruguay

Rapporteurl Mr. Istvan Sipos (Hungary)

6. At the same meeting, the Disarmament Commission adopted its agenda, contalned
in document A/CN.10/L.22, as followsl

1. Opening of the session.

2. tlection of office~A.

3. Adoption of the Bgenda.

4. (a) Consideration of vario~s aspects of the arms race, particularly the
nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament, in order to expedite
negotiations ~lmed at effective elimination of the danger of nuclear
warl

,b) Consideratiod of the agenda items contained in section 11 of
resolution 33/11 H, with the aim of elaborating, within the
framework ~nd in accordance with priorities established at the tenth
special sesslon, a general &pproach to negotiations on nuclear and
conventional disarmament.

5. Reduction of military budgotsl

(a) Harmonization of views on conc~ete steps ~o be undertaken by States
regarding a gradual, agreed reduction of military budgets and
reallocation of resour~es now being used for military purposes to
economic and social d~velogment, particularly for the benefit of the
developing countries, Doting the relevant resolutions of the General
AssemblYI

(b) Examination bnd identIfication of effective ways and maans of
achieving agreements to freeze, reduce or otherwise restrain, in a
balanced manner, m:litary exp8nditures, including adequate measures
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of verification satisfactory to all parties concerned# taking into
account the provisions of General Assembly resolutions 34/83 F#
35/142 A# 36/82 A# 37/95 A# 38/184 A# 39/64 A# 40/91 A# 41/57 and
42/36# with a view to concluding its work on the last outstanding
paragraph of the "Principles which should govern further actions of
atates in the field of the freezing and reduction of military
budgets".

Substantive consideration of the question of South Africa's nuclear
capabilit~ as requested by the General Assembly and the Chairman of the
Special Committee against APartheid (resolutions 37/74 B# 38/181 B,
39/61 B# 40/89 B# 41/55 Band 42/34 B and document A/CN.I0/4).

1
\

7. Revi~w of the role ef the United Nations in the field of disarmament.

8. Naval armaments and disarmament.

9. Substantive consideration of issues related to conventional disarmament,
i~cludinq the recommendations and conclusions cont~lned in the study on
conventional disarmament.

10. Considerati04 of tha question of verification in all its as~ects,

including prin~iples# Frovisions and techniqu~u to promote the inclusion
of adequate verification in arms limitation and disarmament agreements
and the role of the United Nations and its Member Statas in the field of
verification.

11. Consideration of guidelines for confidence-building measures.

12. Special report of tha Disarmament Commiss~on to the General Assembly at
its third special session devote~ to disarmament.

13. Report of the Disarmament CQmmlssion to the General Assembly at its
forty-third session.

14. Oth~r business.

7. At the same meeting, the Disarmament Commission approved elements of its
pr.ogramme of work for the session and decided to establish a c~~ittee of the Whole
to consider agenda items 4, 12 and 14. With regard to item 4~ concerning various
aspects of the arms race, particularly the nuclear-arms race and L',clear
disarmament, as well as a general approach to negotiations on nuclear and
conventional disarmament, a con~act group was established within the framework of
the Committee of the Whole, under the chairmanship of Mr. Sergei Martynov
(Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic), to ~onsider the item. The Contact Grou~

h~ld nine meetings between 4 and 17 May and submitted its report to the Committee
of the ~~olg at the 2nd meeting of the Committee# on 19 May.

8. The Disarmament Commission also decided, at the same meeting, to establish a
consultation group to deal with agenda item 5# on tbe question of the reduction of
military budgets, and to make r~commendations tbereon to the Commission. The
Consultation Group met under the chairmanship of Mr. Teodor Melescanu (Romania) and
held s&ven meetingR and a numbGr of informal consultations between 4 and 18 May.
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9. At the same meeting, the Disarmament Commission decided to establish Working
Group I to deal with agenda item 6, on the question of South Africa's nuclear
capability, and to make recommendations thereon to the Commission. Working Group I
met under the chairmanship of Mr. Daya Perera (Sri Lanka) and held nine meetings
between 4 and 17 May.

10. Also at the same meeting, the Disarmament Commission decided to establish
Working Group 11 to deal with agenda item 7, on the review of the role of the
United Nations in the field of disarmament. and to mako recommendations thereon
to the Commission. Horking Group 11 met under the chairmanship of
Mr. Paul Bamela Engo (Cameroon) and held five meetings and a number of informal
consultations between 5 and 19 May. The Group also established a contact group
under the chairmanship of Mr. Richard Butler (Australia), and held seven meetings
during that period.

11. In addition, at the same meeting, the Chairman of the Disarmament Commission
decioe~ to follow last year's course of action and to hold, under his
responsibility, substantive and open-ended consultations on agenda item 8,
regarding the question of naval armaments and disarmament. Subsequently, the
Chairman delegated the conduct of the consultations to Mr. Rolf Ekeus (Sweden).
Eight meetings were ~eld between 5 and 18 ~~y for the purpose of these
~onsultations.

12. At the same meeting, the Disarmament Commission decided to establish Working
Group III to deal with agenda item 9, on the ques~ion of conventional dis~rmament.

and to make recommendations ther30n to the Commission. Working Group 111 met under
the chairmanship of Mr. Skjold G. Mellbin (Denma~k) and held seven meetings and a
number of informal consultations between 4 and 17 May.

13. At the same meeting, the Disarmament Commission decided to ustablish Working
Group IV to deal with agenda item 10, on the question of verification in all its
aspects, and to make recommendations thereon to the Commission. Working Group IV
met under the chairmanship of Mr. Douglas Roche (Canada) and held eight meetings
between 5 and 18 May.

14. Also at the same meeting. the Disarmament Commissio,l decided to establish a
consultation qroup to deal with agenda item 11, on the question of
confidence-building measures. and to make recommendations thereon to the
Commission. The Consultation Group met under the chairmanship of
Mr.. Davidson L. Hepburn (Bahamas) and hgld six meetings between 5 and 18 May.

IS. On 2 and 3 May, the Disarmament Commission held a general exchange of views on
all agenda items (A/CN.10/PV.123-126).

16. At its l25th meeting, on 3 May. the Disarmament Commission decided to retain
the services of verbatim records by a vote of 43 in favour to 5 against (see
AlCN.10/PV.125). The Chairman stated I "A precedent is not being set, but we have
cActain rules and procedures within our jurisdiction and we try to use them
whonever possible" (A/CN.IO/PV.126).

17. At its 129th and 130th meetings, on 19 and 20 May, the Disarmament Commission
considered the reports of Working Groups I, 11, III and IV on agenda items 6, 7, 9
and 10 respectively; the report of the Consultation Group on agenda item 5; the
report of the Chairman of the Commission on agenda item 8 (A/CN.10/113), the report
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of the Consultation Group on ageuda item 111 and the report of the COlMlittee of thu
Whole on agenda item 4. The reports of the subsidiary bodies of the Commission and
the recommendations contained therein are included under the respective agenda
items in section 111 of the special report of the Disarmament Commission to the
General Assembly at its third sp~cia} session devoted to disarmament (A/S-lS/3). 21

18. In accordance with past practice of the Disarmament Commission, some
non-governmental orqanizations attended the plenary meetinqs as well as the
meetinqs of the Co~nittee of the Whole.
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In. DOCUMENTATION

A. Reports aDd other dOQymeDts BUbmitted by
th. Segrotory-OeD.ra1

19. Pursuant to paragraph 7 of General Assembly resolution 42/42 0, the
Secretary-General, by a note dated 10 'ebruary 1988, transmitted t~ the Disarmament
Commission the report of the Con':llrence on Disarmament 3/ together with all the
~fficial records of the forty-second ,essi~n of the General Assembly relatJ.ng to
disarmament matters (A/CN.10/10S).

20. In accordance with paragraph S of General Assembly resolution 42/42 F, the
Secretary-General submitted to the Disarmament Commission , report containing a
compilation of the views received from Member States on the question of
verification in all its Lapects (A/CN.10/106 ODd Add.l and 2).

B. Other dpgumeDts, iDCludiD9 documeDts sub,jlitted
by Member St,at••

21. In the course of the Commission's work, the do~wments listed below, dealing
with Rubstantlve questions, were submit~qd•

22. "A paper entitled. "Naval armamonts and ..Hsarl'l'~nentl Chairman's paper on agenda
item 8" (A/CN.10/113) was Submlttll!d.

23. A paper entitled "V"lri' _oAcion in all its aspectsl additional principles" was
submitted by the Chairman of Working Group IV (A/CN.10/107).

24. A working paper ent~ ::.18d "Revie,.~ of the role of the United Nations in the
fleld of disarmament" was submitted bl' Czechoslovakia, Mongolia, Poland and the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (A/CNflO/10~ anu Corr.l).

25. A working paper entitled "Naval armaments and di.sarmamentl
c"nfidence-buUding measures at sea" was submitted b)' nulgaria, the German
Demccratic Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics :A/CN.10/l09).

26. A working paper entitled "Negotiations on nuclear disL\rmament" was submitted
by Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Mongolia and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/CN.10/110).

27. A working paper endtled "Sugg\fst1ons for additional principles re3pecting
verification" was submitted by Canada (A/CN.10/l11).

28. A working paper entitled "Review of the role of the United Nations in the
field of disarl'llament" submitted by the Federal Republic of Germany on behalf of the
twelve Member States of the European Community (A/CN.lO/112).

29. A revised working paper entitled "Haval armaments and disarmament. naval
confidence-building measures" was submitted by Finland (A/CH.10/gO/lev.l and
Corr.l).

30. A revised working paper entitled "Haval armaments and disarmaments" was
submitted by Sweden (A/CH.10/10l/Rev.l).
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IV. CONCLl'SIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

31. At its 129th and 130th meetin~s, on 19 and 20 May, the Disarma/lltlu~ Conunission
adopted by consensus the reports of its subsidiary bodies and the reco~nendations

contained therein regarding agenda items 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11 and agroed to
submit the texts of those reports to the General Assembly. Subsequently, at its
130th meeting, on 20 May, the Conunission adopted by consensus, its special report,
as a whole, containing specific ruconunendations on the items included in its
agenda, to be submitted to the Goueral Assembly at its third special session
devoted to disarmament, for its consideration.

32. At the 131st meeting, on 20 May 1988, the Disarmament Commission recommended
that the ~eneral Assembly, at its torty-third session, should consider tl ~

decisions and reconunendations adopted at its third special session devoted to
disarmament in connection with the agenda items of the Disarmament Commission. The
Commission further reconunended that, should the third special session devoted to
disarmament make no decisions or recommendations on the special report of the
Commission m~ntioned above, all the recommendations contained there~n be
resubmitted to the Ueneral Assembly for consideration, at its forty-third session.

1./ Official Records of the General AslUtIJlQ.lY..L...-1'.Qrty-second Session,
Supplement No. 42 (11./42/42).

1/ Official Records of the General~mbly, Fifteenth Spe~ial Session,
Supplement No. 3 (A/S-15/3).

1/ Official Records of the Gener~-A~~~~~~Q~~n,
Supplement No. 27 (11./42/27).
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