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qUEST]OII OF PALESTII\JE

Letter dated 19 January 1978 fron the Chairnan of the Connittee
on the Xxercise of the fnalienable Rights of the palestinian

Ieople addressed

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of the telegran which f
sent to the Chairroan of the Executive Committee of the Palestlne Liberation
Organization, llr. Yasser Arafat, on 11 January 19TB (annex I), and of the letters
which I have just sent to the President of the thirty-second session of the General
Assembly ( annex fI), the President of the Security Council (annex TIT) and the
Permanent Representatives of Egypt, Tsrael, Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian Arab
Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America
(annexes IV and V) concerning the question of palestine.

f should be grateful if these documents could be circulated as an official
docunent of the General Assembly under the item t'Question of palestine'r.

I Srgneo J rvreooune i, ALL
Churirman of the Comrnittee on the

FxeTcasc ol- the Ina_tlenabLe Hrghbs
of the Pa-lestinian Feople

7B- 015 7l+
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ANNEX I

Tefegram dated 1I January 1978 from the Chairman of the Commlttee

9n the Exercise of the Tnafienabl-e Rights of the Pafestlnian
PeoFle ad.d-ressed to the Chairman of the Xxecutive Cornroittee of

the Palestine Liberation Organization

I rroul d- like to thank you most cordially for the message and good r,rishes you
conveyed to the Comrnittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People, and for your reaffirmation of suppart for Lhe recomrendations
conta"ined in the Comnittee's reports and endorsed by the General Assembly"

As Chairman of the Coru0ittee, I wish to assure you once more of our solidarity
with the just cause of the Palestinian people and of our continued detemination to
exerL al-L efforts to promote the impleroentalion of the recommendations concerning
the exercise by the Palestinian people of its inalienable rjghts, i.e. the right of
return and the right to sel f-determinat ion, national independenee and sovereignty'

(qf_er"gq ) x{6doune FALL
Chaiman of the Cormittee on the

Fxercise of the Tnalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People
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A]VNEX 1I

T,etter dated 1B January 1978 fron the Chainnan of the Connittee
on the lxercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Falestinian
-.Peopfe addressed to the Paesident of the thirty-second session

,l-l!s--Ss!srf-4Es

At a t j rrre vhen the question of the futJre of the Palesl,inian people is
receivlng increasing attention in the context of recent talks, the Cornmittee on the
Fxercise of lhe Tnalienable Rights of the Dalestinian People has deemed it necessary
to authorize me, as its Chairman, to draw the attention of all concerned to the
fundamental principles relating to this question contained in the Conmitteers report
Lo the General Assembly, which vere adopled by rhe Assenbly at irs thirty-fiTst
session. a/

Annns ,.hJ: lr^cr. irn^rian' 
^f 

l'h^ca nrih^inlac r.ra r.rnrr'l rl ronal l .tha f^l I^a..ih-urre J u P|rruLPf qJ Jv!rvwf[E.,

(a) The question of Palesbine is at the heart of the Midd-Le last probfem, and o

consequently, no so-Lution in the lttiddl e -East can be envisaged which does not fully
take into account the interests of the palestinian::eople;

(b) The full inplementation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people to return to their hones and properLy and Lo achieve s elf-deterni nat ion ,
national ind.ependence and sovereignty vill contribute decisively to a cornprehensive
and final- seLrlenent of the Middle Easr crisis;

(c) The participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization, the
represenLa"Live of the Pafestinian peopl e, on an equal footing with other parties, on
the basis of ceneral Assembly resolutions 3236 (XXTX) and 3375 (XXX), is
indispensable in a1t efforts, deliberations and conferences on the Middle East rrhich
are held under the auspices of the United l\ations;

(d) The inadmissibility of the accluisition of territory by force and the
conseouent obligation for coroplete and speedy evacuat ion by fsrael of any territory
so occupied"

I am sure that you vill do aI1 in your power to see that these fundamental
prineipl es are applied in any effort Lo bring about a Just and lasting peace in the
Ivfi ddf e East.

fn this connexion, a1low ne to draw your attention to the fact that the.
Palestine Nat.ional Council, at its rneeLing in Cairo, in Varch 1977, decided to
consider the ConniLLeers recommenclat ions , approved by the Ceneral Assenbly at its

a,/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session,
SuprLeuenL No. l5 (A/ir/35 ).
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thirty-first session, as a positive and progressive step towards the achievement of
the aspirations and rights of the Palestinian people, including Lhe right of return
and the right to self- determinat ion, independence and national sovereignty, and to
declare that any seLtlenent or agreenent affecting the rights of the PalesLinian
people concluded in its absence would be nu1I and void"

The above considerations l,'ere reaffirmed by the Permanent Observer of the
Palestine Liberation Organization, on express instructions froa the Chairman of the
Executive Conmittee of that organization at a meeting of the Connittee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People on 10 January 1978
(A/Ac.183/sR, 26 , pp. 3 and B).

(sienea) M6doune FAr,r,
Chairman of the Comrnittee on the

Exercise of the Inal-ienable Fights
of the Palestinian People
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dated _Lo.J

the Exercise of the

AIJNNX III

B from the rrran of the Conni
enable of the ?a1est

P"op1e addressed to the tresident o! llle q e-g.grify- !

At a tine vben the question of the future of the Palestinian people is
reeeiwins increa.sinE attention in the context of recent ta1ks" the Corimittee on tbe
Exercise of the Inalienable Rigbts of the Palestinian People has d.eemed it necessary
to authorize me, as its ChaiTm&n, to d.Taw the attention of all concerned to the
fundamental principles relating to this question contained in the Conmitteers report
to the General Assenbly" which vere adopted by the Assembly at its thirty-first
session. a/

Auong the most important of those principles, ve vould reca1l the folloving:

(.) The question of Falestine is at the heart of the Middle East problem, and,
consequently, no solution in the Middle xast can be envisaged which does not fu11y
take into account the interests of the Palestinian people;

(l) The full inplementation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
peop-Ie to .return to their homes and property and to achieve self-determination,
national independence and sovereignty will contribute deeisively to a comprehensive
and final settlement of tbe Middle East crisis;

(n) 'the nel"t i c i ra.tion of the Palestine Liberation Organization' the
represenlative of the Palestinian people, on an equal footing vith other paTties' on

the basis of General Assenbly resolutions 3236 (xxlx) and' 3375 ()Gx)' is
indispensable in all efforts, deliberations and. conferences on the Middle East which
are held under the auspices of the United Nations;

(d) The inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force arld the
consequent obligation for complete' and speedy evacuation by Israel of any territory
so occupied.,

I am sure that you vi1l do a1l in your power to see that these fundamental
nr.irr-intes era annlied ir anw affor",l- fn trri.rrr about a just and lasting peace in the
Pf flvrPrrr

l.{id.d1e last.

In this connexion, allow me once again to drav your attention to the fact that
the Palestine National Council, at its meeting in Cairo, in March 1977' decided to
consider the Comrnittee's reconmend-ations, approved by the General Assernbly at its
thirty-first session, as a positive and progressive step towards the achievenent
of the aspirations and rights of the Palestinian people, including the right of

a/ See Official Records of the General Assenbly' ThiTtv-first Session'
suppl-eroentNm
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FAfr.l"- ahF lL6 -iFl-- F^ ql:lf-.letFrh.inoiian ihdanahdah^a rnrl natinrr | <orrcr+io-niwt,rsJ!quusrLus
and lo leel.rrF ah"l-. 2nrr sFl.ileneni. ..rr' F,f,r.aFrrFn- ,1fnc..+ino -.1^c rirrhfq .'the
Palestinian people concluded in its absence would be null and void"

The above considerations were reaffiTmed by the Pernanent Observer of the
Palestine Liberation Organization, on express instructions from bhe Chairman of the
Executive Conmittee of that organization, at a meeting of the Connittee on the

'Exercise of lhe Inalienabie Righls ol the Palestinian PeopJe on lO January lt?B
(A/Ac.r83/sR.26, pp. 3 and 8).

f should be most gratefu!- if this letter were circulated as a Secr.rrity Council
docurnent . b/

( 51gneo./ lvleooune rALL
Chairman of the Corrurittee on 1.he

Exercise ol the lnalienable Fights
of the Palestinian Feople
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A}INEX IV

Identical letters dar,ed lB J 1978 from tne Chairman of theqoprni L ! e9 on_ t.tre_ sqirEi;-;T-t"h;
ra"-Lest_Lnran peoole addt-essed to

Inalienable of the
nt tives of

Lebanon. the
et Soc lics and the

the United Na+.ions

Arab blic the of

see that these
a just and lasting

ed States of Americ to

At a tine vhen the question of the future of the Falestinian people isreceiving increasing attention in the context of recent talks, the conmittee on theExercise of the Tnalienable Rights of the palestinian people has d.eened ft necessaryto authorize rne, as its chairman, to drar.r the attention of arl concerned to thefundamental principles relating to this question contained in the cornmiitee,s reportto the ceneral Assembly, .hich were adopted by the Assembly at its thirtlr_firstsession a/

Anong the most important of those principles, ve would reca11 the forlor,ring:
(a) The question of palestine is at the heart of the Middle East problem, and,consequently " no sofution in the I'Iiddle East can be envisaged vrrich doei not I.ulr.ytake into account the interests of the palestinian people;

(b) The fu11 implementation of the inalienaL,fe aights of the palestinian
people to return to their homes and lroperty and to achieve s elf-determinat ion ,national independence and sovereignty wirl tontribute decisively to a cornprehensiveand final settlenent of the l{idd1e East crisis;

(") The participation of the palestine Liberation organization, therepresentative of the ?alestinian peaple, on an equal footing with oiner parties,on the basis of General Assembly resot.utions 3236 (XXIX) and*33?5 fixij, i"indispensable in all efforts, deliberations and conferences on the I,{i ddle East whichare held under the auspices of the United lTations;

(dl rhe ina.dnis s ibility of the acquisition of territory by force and theconsequent obligation for comprete and speedy evacuation ly isriel of any territoryso occupied"

f arn sure that your Governroent r,rill do all in its power tofundamental principles are applied in any effort to bring aboutpeace in the lliiddle East"

- In this connexion, allow me to draw your attention to the fact that thePalestine National Council, at its meetin! in C.iro, in March 19TT, decided toconsider the comittee?s reconmendations, approved by the General Asseubl-, at its

a/ See Official Reclfts of the Generat irty_first Sessiurr,
F"ppr&"nt t"l :f @:rA> r.
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rhirty-first session. as a positive and progressive Step Lovards the achievemenl of
the aspirations and r-ights of the Palestinian people, including the right of r"etur"n
and Lhe righl Lo sel f-d et erninacion, independence and national sovereignty, and to
declare thar' any seLtlenent or agleenent affecting the rjghls of the Palestinian
people concluded in its absence vould be nu1l and void"

The above considerations were reaffirned by the Permanent Observer of the
Palestine Tiberation Organization, on express instructjons from the Chairman o-t Lhe
Executive Conrmittee of that organization, at a meeting of the Contrittee on the
Exercise of rhc fnalienable Fights of the Palestinian Pecple on 10 January 1ll8
(A/Ac.1B3/sR.26, pp, 3 and B)"

I should be most grateful if this fetter could be brought to the attention of
vour Government.

(signea) l46doune FALL
Chairman of the conndttee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian PeoPle
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ANIIEX V

Letter dated 18 January 1978 fron the chairman of tlg lqgq4Lqqqq
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
Peopl-e qddressed to the Pgrnanent Representative of Israef to

the United Naticns

At a rime vhen the question of the future of the Palesrinian people is receiving
increasing attention in the context of recent ta1ks, the Conmittee on the Exercise of
the Tnaliena.ble Richts of 1-.hF pa'csj-..inian Dannra ]a2- rr ^cr'.prl it na.'Fcsprv to authorize
me, as its Chairman, to drarr the attention of all concerned to the fund.anental
orjncir'les ?elatins i.o thic ^','.c+i^h nnnl-nincd ir rhA e^tni+tFArc ?,.nnrl- to the
General Assenbly, r,rhich were adopted by the Assembly at its bhirty-first session. a/

Ah-ho tha n.<+ inh^rtant 
^f 

th^<a nrinnr'nla< rra rrnrr'] d rFr.el l LhA fol lnr,'in.']xvJUr!r}:rvrLILUJC!,rlltLrPlEo'

(a) The question of Palestine is at the heart of the Middle East problem, and,
consequently, no sol-ution in the Middle nast can be envisaged which does not fully
take into account the interests of the Palestinian people;

(b) The fu1l implementation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
na^nlo +^ FA+rrrn f^ +l-'a1'-.'--r homes and property and to achieve sel-f-det ernination o

national independence and sovereignty vi11 contribut,e decjsively to a comprehens-ive
and. final settlenent of the Middle East crisis:

(c) The participation of the Palestine T,iberation Organization, the
representative of Lhe Palestinian people, on sn equal footing with other parties, on
the basis of General Assembfy resolutions 3236 (XXIX) and 3375 (XXX), is
indisoensa.hle in all eff^Tiq dAlil^a'a1-i^nc pnd conferences on the Middle East vhich
are held under the auspices of the United Nations;

f ,l) Tha ir.2d"niqcihi lii" ^F 
+.ha 

^^-.,icil inn nf 1-e-rifnrrr hv oo-r.F end Lhe
consequent obligation for conplete and speedy evacuation by fsrael of any territory
so occupied.

T hope that your Governnent r"rifl make a positive contribution Lo the apDlication
of Lhese fund.arental principles in arly efforL to bring about a iusL and lasting peace
in the Middle East.

Tn this connexion, a1l-ow me to drav your attention to the fact that the
Palestine National Council, at its neeting in Cairo, in l{arch 19?7, decided to
consider the Conmittee's reconmendations , approved by the General Assenbly at its
thirty-first sessicne as a positive and progressive step tovards the achievement of
the aspirations and rights of Lhe Palestinjan people, including Lhe right of reLurn

a,/ See officia1 Fecords of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session,
Supplenent No. 35 (A/31l35 ) .
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' ' r ' 1 l Fi nin,ti-h i ndahAnrtah.a ah,,{ hal-i-hal <^lraraiohtv ahd r^r r6irL uu rrrulFL_rulrruL _ -. _- -_-,---J
la^l--^ -r.'a- rh'r -ar |r6hert 

^r 
rprFA'-oni- 'fnF^-1'n'o 

+.ha -joq+. nf l-r-ra pArestinian

Feople concluded in its absence would be nu1] and void.

the above considerations i,r'ere 1'eaffirned by the Permanent Observer of the
Palestine Liberarion Organ-ization, on express insrructions fron Lhe Chairman of the
-rxecutive C-rmittee of rhat organization, ar a meeting of the Cornnirtee on the
lxercise of thc Tnalienable Fights of the Palestinian People on 10 January I9zB
(A/AC.1B3/sR.26, pp. 3 and B).

I should be most grateful if this letter could be brought to the attention of
ycur Government.

I ijf gned./ tledoune -tl ALL
Cnairman of the Conr,nittee on the

Exercise of the Tnalienable RighLS
of Ll- e Palestini.an Deople


