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The m e e t i n g was c a l l e d bo o r d e r a t 10.15 a . m . 

QUESTION OF,.THE REALIZATION I N A L L COUNTRIES OF THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL 
RIGHTS CONTAINED I N THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE, 
INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS, AND STUDY OF 
S P E C I A L PROBLEMS WHICH THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FACE I N THEIR EFFORTS TO-ACHIEVE 
THESE HUMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING: 

(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RIGHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF L I V I N G ; 
THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT 

(b) THE EFFECTS OF THE E X I S T I N G UNJUST INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER ON THE 
ECONOMIES OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND THE OBSTACLE, THAT THIS REPRESENTS 
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF HUMAN' RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 

( c ) THE RIGHT OF POPULAR PARTICIPATION I N I T S VARIOUS FORMS AS AN IMPORTANT 
FACTOR I N DEVELOPMENT AND I N THE REALIZATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS (agenda i t e m 8) 
(E/CN.4/1985/11 ; E/CN.4/1534, 1421, 1489; A/57/442)' " 

STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS (agenda i t e m 19) 
(E/CN.4/1985/29; A/C.3/55/L.75; A/C.3/35/SR.77; A/56/441 and A d d . l and 2; 
A/37/407 a n d A d d . l ) 

1. M r . HERNDL ( A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s ) , ' i n t r o d u c i n g 
i t e m 8', s a i d t h a t t h e i n d i v i s l b i i i t y a n d i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e o f a l l , human r i g h t s , c i v i l 
a n d p o l i t i c a l a s w e l l a s e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l a n d ' c u l t u r a l , h a d ' b e e h emphâsièbd"; f r o m 
t h e s t a r t o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s human r i g h t s programme a s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e 
U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s , t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t s on Human R i g h t s 
and m a n y ' G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y i - e s o l u t i o n s . R e c o g n i z i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e ' r e a l i z a t i o n 
o f e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l a n d c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , t h e C o m m i s s i o n h a d d e c i d e d i n 1975 t o 
i n c l u d e t h a t s u b j e c t i n i t s a g e n d a as a s t a n d i n g i t e m w i t h , h i g h p r i o r i t y . 
S u b s e q u e n t l y , work h a d p r o c e e d e d on t h e e l a b o r a t i o n o f the r i g h t t o d e v e l o p m e n t . 
C o m m i s s i o n and G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y r e s o l u t i o n s had d e c l a r e d that t h e r i g h t t O d e v e l o p m e n t 
was a human r i g h t a n d t h a t e q u a l i t y o f o p p o r t u n i t y f o r d e v e l o p m e n t was a s much a 
p r e r o g a t i v e o f n a t i o n s a s o f i n d i v i d u a l s . The E c o n o m i c a n d S o c i a l C o u n c i l had 
d e c i d e d t o e s t a b l i s h a W o r k i n g G r o u p o f 15 g o v e r n m e n t a l e x p e r t s t o ' s t u d y ' t h e scope 
and c o n t e n t o f t h e r i g h t t o d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t h é m o s t e f f e c t i v e means t o e n s u r e t h e 
r e a l i z a t i o n i n a l l c o u n t r i e s o f t h e e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l a n d c u l t u r a l r i g h t s e n s h r i n e d 

i n v a r i o u s i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s , p a y i n g p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s 
e n c o u n t e r e d by d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o s e c u r e t h e e n j o y m e n t o f 
human r i g h t s . The r e p o r t o f t h e W o r k i n g Group on i t s f o u r t h a n d f i f t h s e s s i o n s was 
c o n t a i n e d i n document Ê/CN.4/1983/11. 

2. A t t h e C o m m i s s i o n ' s r e q u e s t , two s e m i n a r s h a d b e e n o r g a n i z e d by t h e S e c r e t a r i a t : 
one o n . t h e e f f e c t s , o f t h e e x i s t i n g u n j u s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c o r d e r on t h é ; -
e c o n o r a i e s o f t h e d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s and t h e , o b s t a c l e t h a t t h a t r e p r e s e n t e d f o r 
the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f human r i g h t s a n d . f u n d a m e n t a l f r e e d o m s a n d - a n o t h e r o n , t h e -
r e l a t i o n s t h a t e x i s t e d between human r i g h t s , peace.>ihd d e v e l o p m e n t ' . î h e r e p o r t s on 
t h o s e s e m i n a r s were t o be f o u n d i n d o c u m e n t s S T / H R / S E R . A/8 a n d ST/HR/SER.A/10, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

3. The S u b - C o m m i s s i o n on P r e v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s 
was c u r r e n t l y e n g a g e d i n t h e f i n a l s t a g e s o f a s t u d y on t h e new i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e c o n o m i c o r d e r a n d t h e p r o m o t i o n o f human r i g h t s . A t i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n , i t 
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bad adopted r e s o l u t l a r i 1982/6 proposing t h a t work be undertaken en feechnlsal 
u s s istanee Gurrenfciy a v a i l a b l e to States t o enable them to strengthen t h e i r l e g a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g r e l e v a n t e d u c a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s , i n o r d e r t o enhance respect 
tor the r u l e of l a w i n t n e development process,, and r e s o l u t i o n 1982/75 recommeriding 
that a study be prepared on the r i g h t t o adequate food as a human r i g h t * 

F i n a l l y . . h'S drew attenbio:. . , л;пег**1 Asseably reaolû -'̂ .ûns 37/199, 37/200, 
5 7 / 2 2 5 and, w i t h p s r f c i c u l % r шТегетт to ¿he апМЛш & n 001..¿lar p a r t i c i p a t i o n ^ t o 
r e s o l u t i o n 37/55, i n which the uenerai Assembly had requested t h e Commission t o 
ijonaidar a t i t s c u r r e n t s e s s i o n tfse question c f popular p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n i t s v a r i o us 
f o r m s as a n importen*"- f a c t o r I n d e v e l o p m e n t and i n t h e r e a l i z a t i o n of huœan r i g h t s 
and fcs suuffilfc to the Gensral Assembly appropriate suggestions f o r more complete 
réalisation o f human r i g h t s , 

5» 'ñirning to item 19, ha drew a t t e n t i o n to the r e p o r t of the S e e r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
i n document E/CN,4/l9B3/29. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t s o n Human R i g h t s h a d come 
i n t o f o r c e i n 1976. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t o n E c o n o m i c , S o c i a l a n d C u l t u r a l 
R i g h t s h a d b e e n r a t i f i e d o r a c c e d e d t o by 77 S t a t e s , and t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t 
o n C i v i l a n d P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s by 74 S t a t e s . S i n c e t h e C o B y a i e s i o n ' s p r e v i o u s s e s s i o n , 
t h e two C o v e n a n t s had b e e n r a t i f i e d o r a c c e d e d t o by B o l i v i a , V i e t Nam« E g y p t a n d 
G a b o n ; A f g h a n i s t a n a n d t h e S o l o m o n I s l a n d s h a d a c c e d e d t o t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t 
o n E c o n o m i c , S o c i a l a n d C u l t u r a l R i g h t s . B o l i v i a h a d a c c e d e d t o t h e O p t i o n a l P r o t o o o l 
t o t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t o n C i v i l artd P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , t h u s b r i n g i n g t h e 
number o f S t a t e s p a r t i e s t o i t t o 28, To d a t e , 14 S t a t e s p a r t i e s h a d made t h e 
d e c l a r a t i o n u n d e r a r t i c l e 41 o f t h e l a t t e r C o v e n a n t , 

6, The Human R i g h t s C o m m i t t e e h a d s u b m i t t e d i t s s i x t h a n n u a l r e p o r t t o t h e 
G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y a t i t s t h i r t y - s e v e n t h s e s s i o n . The r e p o r t c o v e r e d t h e Coff l f f i l t tee 's 
a c t i v i t i e s a t i t s f o u r t e e n t h , f i f t e e n t h and s i x t e e n t h s e s s i o n s . 

7« The S e s s i o n a l W o r k i n g G r o u p on t h e I s p l e m e n t a t t o n of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t 
on E c o n o m i c , S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s had hel d i t s f o u r t h s e s s i o n froas 5 t o 
25 A p r i l 1982. I t h a d c o n s i d e r e d r e p o r t s s u b m i t t e d by S t a t e s p a r t i e s under t h e 
f i r s t , s e c o n d a n d t h i r d s t a g e s o f the programme e s t a b l i s h e d by E c o n o m i e a n d 
S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1988 ( L X ) concerning r i g h t s c o v e r e d by a r t i c l e s 6 t o 9. 
10 t o 12 a n d 13 t o 15 o f t h e C o v e n a n t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , as w e l l a s t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e 
r e v i e w o f i t s f u t r e c o m p o s i t i o n , o r g a n i i : t l o n a n d administ a t i v e a r r a n g e m e n t c 
a n d s u b m i t t e d & r e p o r t t o t h e Econcmie and Sociiïl Cou n c i l CË/1982/5é a n d C o r r . . l b -
By i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1982/33, t h e E c o n o m i c a n d S o c i a l C o u n c i l h a d d e c i d e d t h a t t h e 
W o r k i n g Group s h o u l d i n f u t u r e be known a s " S e s s i o n a l W o r k i n g G r o u p o f G o v e r n a e n t a l 
E x p e r t s o n t h e I m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t o n E c o n o m i c , S o c i a l 
a n d C u l t u r a l R i g h t s " ; t h a t t h e 15 members of t h e Group o f E x p e r t s s h o u l d be e l e c t e d 
by t h e C o u n c i l f o r a t e r m o f t h r e e y e a r s f r o m among t h e S t a t e s p a r t i e s t o t h e 
C o v e n a n t , I n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d by C o u n c i l 
d e c i s i o n 1978/10; t h a t t h e G r o u p o f E x p e r t s s h o u l d meet a n n u a l l y f o r a p e r i o d o f 
t h r e e weeks b e f o r e t h e f i r s t r e g u l a r s e s s i o n o f t h e C o u n c i l t o e x a m i n e t h e r e p o r t s 
s u b m i t t e d by S t a t e s p a r t i e s a n d t h e s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s ; t h a t I t s h o u l d s u b m i t 
t o t h e C o u n c i l a r e p o r t o n I t s a c t i v i t i e s and make s u g g e s t i o n s a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
of a g e n e r a l n a t u r e b a s e d o n i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f r e p o r t s ; t h a t t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
s h o u l d p r o v i d e t h e G r o u p of E x p e r t s w i t h summary r e c o r d s o f i t s p r o c e e d i n g s a s w e l l 
a s w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e c o n f e r e n c e f a c i l i t i e s ; and t h a t t h e C o u n c i l w o u l d r e v i e w t h e 
c o m p o s i t i o n . O r g a n i z a t i o n a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r r a n g e m e n t s o f t h e G r o u p o f E x p e r t s 
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at i t s f i r s t r e g u l a r session of 1985 and subsequently every three years, t a k i n g 
i n t o aocount the p r i n c i p l e of e q u i t a b l e geographical d i s t r i b u t i o n and the i n crea s e 
i n the number of States p a r t i e s t o the Covenant. F i n a l l y , he r e f e r r e d delegations 
to General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 57/191 concerning th<> I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on 
Human Rights . 

8. With regard to the question of c a p i t a l punishment, he noted that the Commission 
had decided at i t s 1st meeting to d i s c u s s under item 19 General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 57/192, i n which the Commission had been requested to consider the idea 
of e l a b o r a t i n g a d r a f t of a second o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights, aimivig a t tha a b o l i t i o n of the death penalty, and 
to submit a r e p o r t to the Assambiy at i t s t h i r t y - n i n t h s e s s i o n . The documents of 
the C e n t r a l Ass-embly p e r t a i n i n g to that subject (A/57/407 and Add.l) were before 
the Commission. 

9. Mr. SENE (Senegal), i n t r o d u c i n g the. r e p o r t of the Working Group of 
Governmental Experts on the Right to Development (E/CN.4/1985/11), s a i d that the 
Working Group had atterapted to work i n a c o n s t r u c t i v e atmosphere by adopting i t s 
d e c i s i o n s by consensus. In 1982, i t had mada progress i n i t s e l a b o r a t i o n of a 
d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n on the r i g h t to development. At i t s f o u r t h s e s s i o n , i t had worked 
out 11 a r t i c l e s f o r the preamble and agreed on the s t r u c t u r e of the operativo part 
as w e l l as on the subjects which i t should cover. At i t s f i f t h s e s s i o n , i t had 
continuad to gather proposals r e l a t i n g both to the preamble and to the operative 
p o r t i o n i n order to compose a comprehensive n e g o t i a t i n g document r e f l e c t i n g a l l 
points of view and grouping the v a r i o u s proposals by s u b j e c t . The c o m p i l a t i o n of 
proposals was contained i n document E/CN.4/1985/II, annex IV. Most of them appeared 
i n brackets, because the Working Group had not had s u f f i c i e n t time f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s 
to a r r i v e a t a c o n s o l i d a t e d t e x t . The proposals covered a l l aspects of the r i g h t 
to development and provided a c l e a r idea of the shape and content of the f u t u r e 
d e c l a r a t i o n . 

10. Thi^ d r a f t preamble r a f e r r e d to b a s i c t e x t s such as the Charter and the 
U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights . I t d e a l t with tha interdependence of c i v i l , 
p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , the r e l a t i o n s h i p between disarmament,, 
peace and development, and the r o l e of the i n d i v i d u a l , the group and the State i n 
tha a p p l i c a t i o n of tho r i g h t to development. 

11. The o p e r a t i v e p o r t i o n was made up of three p a r t s : ths f i r s t r e l a t i n g to 
o b j e c t i v e s , p r i n c i p l e s , d e f i n i t i o n s and contents of the r i g h t to development; the 
second concerning n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l means to implement tha r i g h t bo 
development, the r o l e of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, the necessary reform of tha 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic system, and the r o l e of the State, the community and i n d i v i d u a l s 
and the t h i r d devoted to general p r o v i s i o n s . 

12. The Working Group thus had a very broad base of i d e a s , suggestions and proposals 
which i t could use to make r a p i d progress i n the e l a b o r a t i o n of a d e c l a r a t i o n . Tnere 
ware, of course, many d i f f e r i n g views s t i l l to be r e c o n c i l e d , but there were a l s o 
many areas of agreement, and he was sure t h a t , i f the Commission decided to renew 
the Viorking Group's mandata, f u t u r e n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h i n i t could be productive and 
d e c i s i v e . In tha meantime, i t was open bo a l l proposals and ideas which members of 
the Commission might advance during the d i s c u s s i o n of the item: i t was aware of 
the great i n t e r e s t v;hich a l l c o u n t r i e s had i n the s u b j e c t . I t hoped that the 
Commission would consider favourably the recommendation contained i n document 
E/CN.4/1985/11 concerning the renewal of i t s mandate, because i t b e l i e v e d t h a t i t 
had embarked on an important stage of i t s work and t h a t i t should be allowed to 
f i n i s h what i t had begun. 
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13• Mr. MDEARGY (Mozambique) said that Ms delegation thought that the report of the 
VJorlcing Group of Governmental Experts ' (E/CN.4/1983/II) '-¡p.s P. good basis for the 
elaboration of a doclaraticn on the r i g h t to developnent, a ni?.tter of pa r t i c u l a r 
itspcrtance to his country, which was a developing St.ate struggling for economic 
independence. The adoption of such a declaration would f u l f i l the legitimate 
aspirations of the peoples'of developing, countries, as i t would be an important le g a l 
instrument i n tho stiu.gglë ; for the establishiijent of the new international economic 
order. I t would not only r e a l i z e the objectives embodiocl i n the Charter and other 
iîïiportajit international l e g a l instruments rela.ted to the establishment of the new 
international•economic ordei- and the development of international co-operation, but 
would also ш.эке a valuable contribution to the cod i f i c a t i o n and progressive development 
of contemporary interna.tional law.. I t was .foreseen as an instrument of peace and 
justice i n a world where inequity was becoaing more and more pronounced. 

14. The right to development.was a profoundly human right which went beyond mere 
individual rights to encompass the nation as a whole. I t embodied various p o l i t i c a l , , 
economic, social- and cu l t u r a l factors which contributed to the f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of the 
well-being of peoples. I t s effective enjoyment depended upon the recognition of the 
right of peoples to self-determination and independence and on the elimination of a l l 
forms of colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid, zionism and other factors threatening 
international peace and security, and could be made possible mainly through r a d i c a l 
changes i n international relations and the establishment of the new international economic 
order. 

15. The world was witnessing increased aggressiveness on the part of imperialism vJhich 
was manifested by i t s support for the apartheid regime of South A f r i c a , the Zionist 
regime of Is r a e l and other f a s c i s t and d i c t a t o r i a l regimes a l l over the world. By 
extending to those backward regimes economic, f i n a n c i a l , diplomatic and m i l i t a r y 
assistance, the im p e r i a l i s t s were .keeping the developing countries i n a permanent state 
of mderdevelopment while aggravating t h e i r savage exploitation of the peoples of 
African, Asian and Latin American countries,which they were tr y i n g to maintain as 
eternal suppliers of cheap labour and raw materials and as, markets for manufactured 
goods, 

16. In southern A f r i c a , that dependence, which had been brought about by imperialism 
with the aim of keeping the developing countries under the chains of the r a c i s t and 
apartheid regime and thus safeguarding i t s economic interests i n the area,was being 
combated by the Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC), which 
reflected the determined aspirations of the peoples of southern A f r i c a to exercise, 
their legitimate r i g h t to. development. Its positive achievements, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
f i e l d of transport and communications, had been of great concern to the r a c i s t regime 
of Pretoria, which engaged i n sabotage and destructive acts against the infrastructure 
and projects which had been set ггр to promote the economic and so c i a l development of 
the peoples of southern A f r i c a . The elimination of racism, apartheid and colonialism 
i n southern A f r i c a was a h i s t o r i c a l imperative withou.t which co-operation between the 
peoples of that region could not be developed. I t was the international community's 
duty to frustrante the aims of the South African regime, and Mozambique, called upon the 
Western countries to co-operate with the nine countries of southern A f r i c a within the 
framework of SADCC projects. 

17. The world was now experiencing an unprecedented economic c r i s i s which, had severe 
negative consequences, p a r t i c u l a r l y for developing countries. That deplorable 
situation was a direct consequence of the c r i s i s i n developed market-economy countries, 
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which cont r i b u t e d to the maintenance of the status quo i n developing c o u n t r i e s . H i s 
del e g a t i o n was deeply concerned about the unrestrained arms race which absorbed-large 
amounts of f i n a n c i a l and t e c h n o l o g i c a l resources that were badly needed f o r the 
implementation of development programmes. Another source of concern was the p e r s i s t e n t 
r e f u s a l of the developed ramket-economy countries to p a r t i c i p a t e i n n e g o t i a t i o n s aimed 
at the r e s t r u c t u r i n g of i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic r e l a t i o n s . That negative a t t i t u d e was 
a serious obstacle to the promotion of the r i g h t to development. 

18. The declara.tion on the r i g h t to development should envisage the u p r o o t i n g of ' 
c o l o n i a l i s m , racism, apartheid and zionism and general and complete disarmament. I t 
should aim at the democratization of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s through the e q u i t a b l e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l members of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l commimity i n d e c i s i o n s on issu e s 
r e l a t i n g to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y and i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . I t should be geared towards ensuring i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation as a 
req-uirement f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g a climate of peace among peoples. In accordance w i t h the . 
preamble and A r t i c l e s 55 and 56 of the Charter, the developed countries had an 
o b l i g a t i o n to c o n t r i b u t e to the development of the developing c o u n t r i e s . 

19. His d e l e g a t i o n supported the renewal of the Working Group's ra'andate, 

20. Mr. BEHEEiroS (Federal Republic of Germany) s a i d that h i s Government supported a l l 
United Nations e f f o r t s to promote the observance of human r i g h t s and fundamental 
freedoms and viewed \i;ith an open mind new conceptual approaches to that end, i n c l u d i n g 
the new concept of a r i g h t to development. I t appreciated the thorough d i s c u s s i o n 
w i t h i n the United Nations w i t h a view to d e f i n i n g the scope and contents of such a 
r i g h t exactly.and hence the establishment of the Working Group of Governmental Experts 
to elaborate a d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n on the s u b j e c t , 

21. The r e p o r t of the Working Group (E/CN,4/1983/11) r e f l e c t e d a wealth of ideas and 
some p o i n t s of convergence. F u r t h e r conceptual c l a r i f i c a t i o n was r e q u i r e d , however, 
i n view of the great number of divergent views that had emerged. His d e l e g a t i o n 
therefore supported the renewal of the VJorking Group's mandate. 

22-, His d e l e g a t i o n had p a r t i c u l a r l y welcomed the s p i r i t of co-operation and compromise 
thnt had p r e v a i l e d at the Commission.'s t h i r t y - e i g h t h s e s s i o n regarding the f u r t h e r 
work of the Group of Experts and hoped that such a s p i r i t would again be i n evidence 
at the current s e s s i o n so that common ground might be found f o r a r e s o l u t i o n on.the 
subject that h i s d e l e g a t i o n could support. 

23, Together w i t h other i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments on human r i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants were the cornerstone of the human r i g h t s system. While the number of States;, 
p a r t i e s to the Covenants had increased over the past year, fewer than h a l f of the States 
Members of the United Nations had acceded to them to date. Accession to the Covenants 
must be encouraged i n order to promote the world-wide achievement and p r o t e c t i o n of 
human r i g h t s . More p u b l i c i t y should be given to United Nations a c t i v i t i e s i n that 
f i e l d , i n p a r t i c u l a r to the work of the Human Rights Committee. One way to a t t r a c t 
more p u b l i c i t y was to hold sessions of that Committee away from Headquarters; h i s 
Government had hosted a ses s i o n of' the Committee i n Bonn which had not only provided 
the Committee with valuable experience but had a l s o increased the p u b l i c ' s i n t e r e s t 
i n intergovernmental a c t i o n to p r o t e c t human r i g h t s . 
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24. His d e l e g a t i o n supported the suggestion to include i n the agenda of meetings of 
States p a r t i e s to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights a 
d i s c u s s i o n on the a c t i v i t i e s of the Human Rights Committee. Such a d i s c u s s i o n should 
help to make i t more e f f i c i e n t . 

25. An important step forward i n the promotion of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s had been taken with the review of the composition, o r g a n i z a t i o n and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e arrangements of the Se s s i o n a l V/orking Group on the Implementation of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , That 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n would improve the procedure f o r monitoring States p a r t i e s ' 
implementation of t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s under the Covenant. 

26. As the author of a d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on 
C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights concerning the a b o l i t i o n of c a p i t a l punishment 
(A/C.5/35/L.75), h i s Government had welcomed General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 37/192 
which requested the Commission to consider the d r a f t i n g of such a p r o t o c o l and to 
report back thereon to the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - n i n t h s e s s i o n . His 
del e g a t i o n r e a l i z e d that, f o r r e l i g i o u s , h i s t o r i c a l or l e g a l reasons, some c o u n t r i e s 
could not take steps to a b o l i s h c a p i t a l punishment and while h i s country believed 
that i t should be p o s s i b l e to dispense with c a p i t a l punishment, i t was f a r from 
wishing t o pronounce judgement on those l e g a l systems that maintained i t . Rather, 
i t s aim was to create an i n t e r n a t i o n a l instrument f o r those c o u n t r i e s that wished to 
make an open commitment to a b o l i s h c a p i t a l punishment or not reintroduce i t . I t 
respected each State's sovereign d e c i s i o n as to whether or not to accede to the 
proposed o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l . Those that d i d not do so would not be placed at any 
l e g a l disadvantage. I t simply urged those t h a t could not accede to i t not to oppose 
the d r a f t i n g of such a p r o t o c o l . 

27. His country had always concurred with the approach adopted by the United Nations 
towards c a p i t a l punishment, an approach which encompassed not only i t s c r i m i n o l o g i c a l 
aspects but a l s o i t s human r i g h t s aspects. From a very e a r l y stage, the United Nations 
had sought ways of r e s t r i c t i n g the use of the death penalty and milder methods of 
app l y i n g i t , the main o b j e c t i v e being to p r o g r e s s i v e l y r e s t r i c t the number of offences 
f o r which the death penalty might be imposed. A r t i c l e б of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights not only guaranteed the r i g h t to l i f e but 
a l s o made i t c l e a r that nothing i n that a r t i c l e should be invoked to delay or to 
prevent the a b o l i t i o n of c a p i t a l punishment by any State party. 

28. C a p i t a l punishment deprived man of h i s most precious a s s e t . His country was 
convinced that the f o r c e s of s o c i e t y , i n p a r t i c u l a r i t s e d u c a t i o n a l , penal and 
c o r r e c t i o n a l system, ought to be s u f f i c i e n t l y powerful f o r the State not to need 
to deprive i n d i v i d u a l s of t h e i r l i v e s i n order to pr o t e c t i t . S t a t i s t i c s i n many 
coun t r i e s showed that the a b o l i t i o n of c a p i t a l punishment had no d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t 
on the crime r a t e . On the other hand, miscarriages of j u s t i c e and abuse of the death 
penalty created i r r e v o c a b l e s i t u a t i o n s . There was a l s o ample proof that c a p i t a l 
punishment did not act as a d e t e r r e n t . His country had no i n t e n t i o n , however, of 
imposing that view on c o u n t r i e s which d i d not wish to a b o l i s h c a p i t a l punishment. 

29. His d e l e g a t i o n hoped t h a t , a f t e r s u b s t a n t i v e d i s c u s s i o n a t i t s t h i r t y - n i n t h 
and f o r t i e t h s e s s i o n s , the Commission would be able to pronounce i t s e l f i n favour 
of the e l a b o r a t i o n of the proposed second o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . 
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30. Mr. MAVROMMATIS (Cyprus) s a i d t h a t he wished to make a number of comments i n 
h i s personal c a p a c i t y but based on h i s experience as Chairman of the Human Rights 
Committee. 

31. In the s i x years of i t s e x i s t e n c e , the Committee had examined approximately 
52 i n i t i a l and 10 supplementary or o t h t r reports as v i e i l as scores of communications 
i n v o l v i n g hundreds, of i n d i v i d u a l s . I t affoi^dea a unique example of c l o s e 
co-operation and f r i e n d l y working r e l a t i o n s and a continuous e f f o r t to achieve 
consensus. I t had never had t o r e s o r t to a vote and only i n a very few cases had 
a d i s s e n t i n g view on, an i n d i v i d u a l communication been appended to i t s f i n a l views. 
I t was h i s b e l i e f t h a t , by v;orking i n such a f a s h i o n , independent experts could 
more e f f e c t i v e l y promote human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. 

32. Soon a f t e r i t s establishment, the Committee had issued g u i d e l i n e s regarding the 
i n i t i a l r e p o r t i n g o b l i g a t i o n s of States p a r t i e s and l a t e r f o r t h e i r p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s . 
In t h e i r r e p o r t s ( . S t a t e s p a r t i e s not only had to r e f e r to t h e i r c o n s t i t u t i o n s , 
b a s i c laws, o.r s u b s t a n t i v e p r o v i s i o n s but must a l s o show how human r i g h t s were 
e f f e c t i v e l y protected and promoted i n p r a c t i c e i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s . States p a r t i e s 
i n v a r i a b l y sent h i g h - l e v e l d e l e g a t i o n s to the Committee to ansvjer a wide range of 
questions necessary to an understanding of the system of human r i g h t s p r o t e c t i o n i n 
t h e i r country. Members of the Committee not only asked questions but a l s o explained 
the reasons f o r t h e i r questions, t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l views and any i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s 
which they f e l t e x i s t e d between the laws of the State concerned and the p r o v i s i o n s 
of the Covenant. The whole process represented an e f f e c t i v e means of e s t a b l i s h i n g 
a f r i e n d l y and ongoing dialogue between the Committee and the State concerned, 
through the l a t t e r ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , to permit the monitoring of compliance with 
the Covenant and, where necessary,, make improvements or e l i m i n a t e misunderstandings. 

33- The general comments elaborated by the Committee i n order to help promote and 
p r o t e c t human r i g h t s and encourage i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation i n that sphere were 
very u s e f u l to a l l S t a t e s . They made the experience of one State a v a i l a b l e to a l l , 
drew a t t e n t i o n to inadequacies, gave u n i v e r s a l l y a p p l i c a b l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s and 
promoted more e f f e c t i v e r e p o r t i n g procedures. To date, the Committee had published 
general comments on a r t i c l e s 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9 and 10, and more comments were 
expected to emerge from i t s forthcomin.' s e s s i o n . 

34. u n f o r t u n a t e l y , some problems s t i l l remained i n connection with the r e p o r t i n g 
o b l i g a t i o n s of States p a r t i e s , f o r instance non-submission of i n i t i a l r e p o r t s , 
i n s u f f i c i e n c y of content or non-compiiance with the g u i d e l i n e s . More r a r e l y , such 
problems involved the i n a b i l i t y of States p a r t i e s ' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to ansvier 
adequately or at a l l the questions put to them. The Committee was f u l l y aware of 
the d i f f i c u l t i e s which some Governments faced as a r e s u l t of the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of 
r e p o r t i n g o b l i g a t i o n s and hoped that the report of the Secretary-General requested 
i n connection w i t h the .vrork of the Committee on the E l i m i n a t i o n of R a c i a l 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n (CERD) would suggest means of overcoming such d i f f i c u l t i e s . 
F o r t u n a t e l y , i t was extremely rare that a State r a t i f i e d the Covenant or eyen the 
O p t i o n a l P r o t o c o l .without doing the necessary preparatory comparative work and 
without f u l l y a p p r e c i a t i n g the i m p l i c a t i o n s of i t s o b l i g a t i o n s . There were a few . 
cases of c o u n t r i e s t h a t , due to poverty and lack of q u a l i f i e d personnel, d i d not 
have the necessary experience or know-how to even d r a f t a report and d i d not have 
enough lawyers or judges. Such c o u n t r i e s deserved not only economic but a l s o 
t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e and the advisory s e r v i c e s of the Centre f o r Human Rights could, 
i f requested, prove i n v a l u a b l e i n t h a t respect. I t was not f a i r to go on c a l l i n g only 
f o r more r a t i f i c a t i o n s ; e f f o r t s must a l s o be made to create the economic and other 
c o n d i t i o n s necessary to m.ake r a t i f i c a t i o n p o s s i b l e and implementation a r e a l i t y . 
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35' A frequent problem w i t h regard to i n d i v i d u a l communications was that the 
response of the State p a r t y concerned to a l l e g a t i o n s was received l a t e or not at a l l 
or was u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . Governments' r e a c t i o n s to the Committee's "ordinary" 
i n t e r l o c u t o r y and f i n a l views had been quite p o s i t i v e but, i n cases concerning 
p o l i t i c a l detainees, a d i s t u r b i n g l y high number of the Committee's f i n a l views had 
been ignored and follow-up a c t i o n had had to be considered. Even i n such cases, 
however, there had been many welcome instances of the r e l e a s e of detainees or of 
improvements i n t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s of internment, 

36. In b r i n g i n g such problems to the a t t e n t i o n of p a r t i c i p a n t s , he hoped that h i s 
comments viiould be transmitted to Governments with strong recommendations f o r 
remedial a c t i o n , where necessary, 

37. There were two other matters of some concern to the Committee. F i r s t l y , 
c o nditions must be created f o r h o l d i n g Committee meetings elsev/here than i n New York 
or Geneva, The Bonn se s s i o n had proved both s u c c e s s f u l and very u s e f u l , e s p e c i a l l y 
from the p o i n t of view of p u b l i c i t y . - The Committee hoped that f u t u r e meetings might 
be h e l d i n developing c o u n t r i e s where there was an urgent need f o r people to become 
acquainted v/ith the mechanisms f o r human r i g h t s p r o t e c t i o n . Avjareness of one's 
r i g h t s and of the domestic, r e g i o n a l or i n t e r n a t i o n a l procedures a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e i r 
p r o t e c t i o n v/as a sine qua non f o r the promot.ion of huiiian r i g h t s and v/as u s u a l l y best 
achieved through the v/idest p o s s i b l e p u b l i c i t y . The economic obstacles impeding 
the h o l d i n g of meetings i n developing countries must therefore be removed, 

38. The second matter concerned the p u b l i c a t i o n by the United Nations of annual 
bound volumes of the work and documentation of the Committee and of a d i g e s t of 
cases. Both p u b l i c a t i o n s were u r g e n t l y needed and a d e c i s i o n on that subject must 
be taken by the General Assembly. He hoped that members of the Commission would help 
to secure such a d e c i s i o n without reference to e x i s t i n g resources. 

39- With regard to the work of the S e s s i o n a l Working Group on the bnplementation of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , the f i r s t steps 
had been taken to improve the Working Group's h i g h l y u n s a t i s f a c t o r y procedures. 
Experts would p a r t i c i p a t e i n the Group's work f o r the f i r s t time a t i t s forthcoming 
session, and he hoped that h i g h - c a l i b r e work and substantive progress would be the 
r e s u l t . He appealed to a l l Governments to send r e a l experts both as members and as 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , when r e p o r t s came to be considered. In two years' time, any 
f u r t h e r steps that might be needed to improve the VJorking Group's operations would 
have to be taken. I t should be remembered that developing countries had everything 
to gain-and nothing to l o s e from the Covenant's implementation. 

40, He wished to appeal f o r more co-operation and c o - o r d i n a t i o n between the v a r i o u s 
United Nations bodies d e a l i n g w i t h human r i g h t s . C u r r e n t l y , there w a s not only a 
l a c k of c o - o r d i n a t i o n but a l s o o f t e n d u p l i c a t i o n of work, sometimes w i t h c o n f l i c t i n g 
r e s u l t s which d i d nothing to enhance p r e s t i g e or c r e d i b i l i t y . For i n s t a n c e , the 
f i r s t i n d i v i d u a l communications under the procedures of CERD were due s h o r t l y and 
the experience of the Human Rights Committee could be u s e f u l to that body and a l s o 
help to avoid o v e r l a p p i n g . I t was not enough simply to make some of the 
documentation of some of those bodies a v a i l a b l e to c e r t a i n others. The v a r i o u s 
bodies must meet p e r i o d i c a l l y to reviev/ t h e i r experience and d i f f i c u l t i e s and to 
decide how to enhance t h e i r e f f e c t i v e n e s s and methodology i n order to avoid 
d u p l i c a t i o n o f work. The Centre f o r Human Rights provided the necessary f o c a l p o i n t 
f o r such an e x e r c i s e and f o r making the v a r i o u s bodies more e f f e c t i v e and more 
convincing. 
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4 1 . Viscount COLVILLE OF CULHOSS (United Kingdom) s a i d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n was 
w i l l i n g to support p r a c t i c a l proposals f o r d i s s e m i n a t i n g the contents of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human E i g h t s to a l l the peoples of the world. I t a l s o 
welcomed the co-operation between States p a r t i e s to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on 
C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R ights and the Human Rights Committee and urged those Governments 
v;hich were not co-operating f u l l y w i t h tha Committee to reco n s i d e r t h e i r p o s i t i o n . 
The v a l u a b l e comments mad& by the i-epresentative of Cyprus should be given thorough 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . A l l e f f o r t s to r e i n f o r c e the Covenants a t r e g i o n a l l e v e l , by such 
instruments as the European Convention on Human Rights must be encouraged. Like 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the Federal Republic of Germany and CjT)rus, he-welcomed the 
r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n of the Ses s i o n a l V/orking Group on the Implementation of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights and b e l i e v e d that the'' 
more c l o s e l y the Group adhered to the p r a c t i c e s of the Human Rights Committee the 
more e f f e c t i v e i t would be. 

4 2 . The r i g h t to development v;as not an a l i e n concept but had grown out of the 
r i g h t s p r e v i o u s l y i d e n t i f i e d i n the Covenants. V/hat was now needed v;as a f u r t h e r 
e f f o r t by the Working Group to r e f i n e the t h i n k i n g on that r i g h t , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
urged the Group to s t r i v e to produce r e s u l t s vjhich could be accepted by consensus. 
A f i r m p o i n t of departure f o r the Group's work l a y i n the st r a t e g y f o r the 
Third United Nations Development Decade, v/hich defined the f i n a l aim of development 
as the continuing increase of the w e l l - b e i n g of the e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n of coun t r i e s 
on the b a s i s of t h e i r f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the process of development and a f a i r 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of the b e n e f i t s . In that connection, the Brandt Report provided a 
persuasive a n a l y s i s of the r e a l i t y of interdependence and the need to give i t 
p r a c t i c a l r e c o g n i t i o n i n Government p o l i c i e s . Nations' s u r v i v a l depended on 
working c o l l e c t i v e l y f o r a b e t t e r f u n c t i o n i n g world economy i n which poverty wocad 
be p r o g r e s s i v e l y overcome. The Brandt Commission had r e c e n t l y s t r e s s e d the need 
f o r urgent a c t i o n i n that connection. 

4 3 . The present d i s c u s s i o n therefore hinged on the need to c l a r i f y how i n d i v i d u a l s -
and s o c i e t i e s would share the b e n e f i t s of development. A number of ideas had been 
put forvjard i n document E/CN . 4 / 1489 and most r e c e n t l y i n document E/CN .4/ 1983/1 1 • 
His d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e d that the merits of those d i f f e r e n t ideas should not be 
discussed i n p l e r ^ i r y a t the current s e s s i o n , so that the V/crking Group could proceed 
i n complete freedom. The V/orking Group's mandate should be renevjed and i t should 
s t r i v e to produce a balanced t e x t that was acceptable to a l l . 

4 4 . Pending the e l a b o r a t i o n of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l instrument on the- s u b j e c t , 
p r a c t i c a l measures to help the developing countries continued to be r e q u i r e d . 
Despite the r e c e s s i o n a t home, the United Kingdom remained i n the f o r e f r o n t of those 
countries which were p r o v i d i n g a s s i s t a n c e to the developing c o u n t r i e s . I t gave 
s u b s t a n t i a l a s s i s t a n c e not only to the Commonwealth but to a t o t a l of I 3 0 c o u n t r i e s . 
Such'assistance took the form of schemes of the type which, f o r i n s t a n c e , d i r e c t l y 
improved the q u a l i t y of l o c a l a g r i c u l t u r e , h e a l t h and s a n i t a t i o n , and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 
In that approach, h i s Government w a s f o l l o w i n g the reconm^endation of the Brandt Report 
t h a t . i n poor r u r a l areas investment and ex p e r t i s e were more appropriate than food a i d . 

4 5 . His country r e a l i z e d the importance of r e c o g n i z i n g the wid e l y d i f f e r i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s , a t t i t u d e s and c u l t u r e s of various c o u n t r i e s and therefore the counter-
productiveness of attempting to impose f o r e i g n models. V/hat was needed was an 
understanding of the human dimension of development, and the way i n which p r o j e c t s 
a f f e c t e d the d a i l y l i v e s of r e c i p i e n t s . I t was vj i se'therefore to leave the choice 
of p r i o r i t i e s to the Government of the r e c e i v i n g country. Indeed, any i m p o s i t i o n 
of e x t e r n a l ideas about what would be good f o r the people could r i g h t l y be classed 
as n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m . 
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46. In t h a t connection, the Working Group would do w e l l to study document 
E/CN.4/1488, i n p a r t i c u l a r paragraph 175 thereof, which spoke of the need f o r 
c o u n t r i e s to set t h e i r own p r i o r i t i e s and to be guided t h e r e i n by human r i g h t s 
c r i t e r i a . Such p r i o r i t i e s must be respected and the f o r m u l a t i o n of the r i g h t to 
development must not be so narrow Or r i g i d t h a t i t could not be a p p l i e d f l e x i b l y 
to s u i t the circumstances of the p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l s and peoples that were 
intended to enjoy i t . 

47. The d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n i n document E/CN.4/1983/II made some reference to 
e x i s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic and f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . While h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
was always ready to d i s c u s s improvements, he hoped that the Commission would not 
underestimate the present value of those i n s t i t u t i o n s . Despite the r e c e s s i o n , the 
United Kingdom had s t i l l managed to make e x t r a funds a v a i l a b l e to the IMF, which 
was a major source of c r e d i t f o r r e s c u i n g the developing c o u n t r i e s , among o t h e r s . 
The developing c o u n t r i e s now had 40 per. cent of the votes i n the IMF and the 
World Bank, and both i n s t i t u t i o n s had modified t h e i r p r a c t i c e s i n order to take 
account of the deeper s t r u c t u r a l problems f a c i n g those c o u n t r i e s i n p a r t i c u l a r . 
Such an approach had h i s Government's f u l l support, as d i d the e f f o r t s of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l system to reschedule debts and give emergency support. 

48. The United Kingdom had r e c e n t l y taken the lead i n f i l l i n g a gap i n the 
finances of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development A s s o c i a t i o n , thereby encouraging others 
to f o l l o w i t s example. I t c o n t r i b u t e d to the h i g h l y e f f i c i e n t and c o s t - e f f e c t i v e 
Commonwealth Fund f o r Te c h n i c a l Co-operation and l i k e a l l EEC members, played i t s 
p a r t i n p r o v i d i n g access to European Community markets and a i d . I t supported the 
Southern A f r i c a n Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC) and c o n t r i b u t e d i t s 
f u l l share to the development agencies of the United Nations. I t t h e r e f o r e urged 
the Working Group, i n c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t aspect of the r i g h t to development, to 
b u i l d on the achievements already made. 

49. His delegati o n ' s observations were made i n a well-meaning and c o n s t r u c t i v e 
s p i r i t . The(United Kingdom welcomed a dialogue between North and South, focused 
on r e a l problems and based not on r h e t o r i c or t h e o r i e s but on the r e a l i t y of 
interdependence; i t supported i t s words with p o s i t i v e a c t i o n and money. However 
the r i g h t t o development might evolve, the concept could be put i n t o p r a c t i c e 
f o r t h w i t h , by those who understood i t s importance. 

50. Popular p a r t i c i p a t i o n had been the subject of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l seminar held 
during 1982 at L j u b l j a n a , Yugoslavia; on t h a t country's i n i t i a t i v e the 
General Assembly had adopted r e s o l u t i o n 37/55. The United Kingdom wholeheartedly 
accepted the premise of popular p a r t i c i p a t i o n as an important f a c t o r i n development 
and i n the r e a l i z a t i o n o f human r i g h t s , as a r e f l e c t i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants, and as a f a c t o r fundamental to enjoyment of many of the r i g h t s set f o r t h 
i n those Covenants and i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Ri g h t s , such as the 
r i g h t s of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , education, freedom of a s s o c i a t i o n and the formation 
of trade unions. The theme was one of enormous scope and of great importance f o r 
development. The Commission had no time, at i t s current s e s s i o n , to study the 
t o p i c i n depth; but Yugoslavia had taken a welcome step i n b r i n g i n g i t to the 
Commission's a t t e n t i o n . . I t hoped t h a t the Commission would consider how to proceed 
with the t o p i c , and t h a t i t s relevance to the tasks of the Working Group would be 
considered by the l a t t e r . 
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51. I-Ir. COLLIAKD (Praíióe) observed that the concept of the r i g h t to development had 
not yet been c l e a r l y defined, and i t could be debated whether i t was an i n d i v i d u a l 
or a . c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t . . ,'The .fact that i t was regarded^ i n the work of the Commission' 
and i t s s u b s i d i a r y bodies, as a human r i g h t d i d not s i m p l i f y the matter; and i t s 
place in the spectrum of human r i g h t s had not been determined. I t was presented by 
some as a r i g h t of s o l i d a r i t y , and some savi i t as belonging to a nevr category of 
human r i g h t s , d i s t i n c t from the economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s c u r r e n t l y recognized. À 
number of..,international forums had been faced w i t h the r e s u l t a n t u n c e r t a i n t y ; the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must continue i t s e f f o r t s , t h e r e f o r e , to present c o n s t r u c t i v e l y 
the v a r i o u s dimen3.ions of b a s i c human r i g h t s , and s t r i v e to formulate the ' concept of 
the r i g h t to development as one to be duly acknowledged i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s and 
as a p r i n c i p l e of current i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. The Commission vrould be"unable to c a r r y 
out that task, however,.in the time a v a i l a b l e to i t f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of'agenda 
items 3 a;nd I9. The experts on the r i g h t to development must continue t h e i r e f f o r t s 
so as to enable the Commission to determine how the r i g h t to d.evelópment, as'a' 
human right.,- vras'to be defined and e x e r c i s e d . 

52. R e f e r r i n g to General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 37/55 x-elating t o the concept of popular 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n , he s a i d that the'boncept was h i g h l y important and'warranted consideration-
since human.rights were meaningless unless they could bo exo r c i s e d by tho i n d i v i d u a l . 
I t was important, t h e r e f o r e , to define su.ch p a r t i c i p a t i o n as an ind i s p e n s a b l e 
elemehtrin a l l aspects of the i n d i v i d t i a l ' s s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l and economic a f f a i r s . ̂  ' 

53' ... Progress i'n developing the notio n of the r i g h t to develo-pment had been siov-r., but 
slovf ..progress v/as not 'vrithout i t s advantages. The pro c l a i m i n g and d e f i n i n g of the-, 
r i g h t to development, -vrould have meaning' only i f ba.cked by a very v/ide measure of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l agï-eement; -bhe'•.adoption of a formal r e s o l u t i o n -by á s m a l l majorái-ty ' 
vrould provide no u s e f u l s o l u t i o n . The v o t i n g p a t t e r n on the i-elevant r e s o l u t i n n s • 
at the Commission's tvro px-evious sessions shovred that the gap betvreen vievrpoints .had 
been g r a d u a l l y c l o s i n g . I t vras important, t h e r e f o r e , not to upse't the progress already 
made. 'Appropriate procedures should bo follovred and. any hasty a c t i o n avoided. In 
h i s delegation's vievr, i t vras e s s e n t i a l to rens-'.r -bhe mandate of the \-7orking Group of 
Governmental fexperts, v-rhich vrould be a p a r t i c u l a r l y appropriate forum i h vrhich to 
continue' the task and dravr up s p e c i f i c proposals vrith э, -v̂ iev; t o a r r i v i n - f at .a,- draft, 
d e c l a r a t i o n on the r i g h t to d e v e l o p m o n t i l o sx>.ch d r a f t yet eixisted; the t e x t i n 
annex IV to document E/CN.4/1935/11 was'merely a compilation of proposals, and most 
of i t rama,ined v r i t h i n parentheses, ihdica.ting a l a c k of d i s c u s c i o n or agreement. Tb 
vras p r e c i s e l y such .matters -that the \.rorking- Groiip should look i n t o , as w e l l as any 
other qviestions vrliich the Commission might see f i t to mention i n a f u r t h e r -relevant 
r e s o l u t i o n . T h e ' r e s u l t s of 'the Group's f u r t h e r vrork''should be d e a l t vrith as a 
matter of p r i o r i t y by the Commission e,t'i'ts f o r t i e t h s e s s i o n . 

54. Mr. ВЕАНЙГЕ • (Canada) s a i d that thé d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n submitted by the 
Uorking Group of-Governmental Experta on the Eiirht to Development (E/CN..4/1933/I1, 
annex. IV) appeared to be a patchvrork of controve-rsially-vrorded phrases.in 
parentheses'.' He hoped that most of the preámbular items could be pruned .and that the 
references i n vrhat remained vrould be c l e a r l y understandable. He f a i l e d to see the 
value of ah in t e r m i n a b l e preamble f u l l of al l u s i o n s ' v r h i c h meant l i t t l e .exoep'fc.. to. a 
few i n i t i a t e s . The comipilation made by thcj-Working Group d i d , however,- contain.;,a 
nucleus oí' posi'tive' elements. 

file:///-7orking
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55• A question to Ъе answered at the outset was what the r i g h t to development vras. 
To judge from the t e x t , the experts had f a i l e d , a f t e r more than tv/o years of 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s , to agree on a d e f i n i t i o n . Mr. M'Baye of Senegal had done the 
spad'eworlc i n I98O, and during the Commission's t h i r t y - s e v e n t h session the ground had 
been f u r t h e r c l e a r e d by lîr. Soyer of France. As the l a t t e r had pointed out, the r i g h t 
to development, although i t r e l a t e d to peoples and the States they had founded, v/as 
i n the l a s t a n a l y s i s a, human r i g h t . Therefore, i t vrould be an abuse of t r u s t f o r a 
State, the immediate beneficiarj?- of the r i g h t to development, to v/ithhold the b e n e f i t 
from the i n d i v i d u a l . 

56. In matters of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's task v;as 
simply to observe vdiether States were f u l f i l l i n g the o b l i g a t i o n s they had assfuned. 
Sut i n matters of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , each State p a r t y to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on the subject undertooh, pursuant to a r t i c l e 2, to take steps, 
i n d i v i d u a l l y and throi-gh i n t e r n a t i o n a l a.ssistance and co-operation, vrii-h a vievr to 
achieving p r o g r e s s i v e l y the f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t s recognized i n that 
Covenant. The State's ovm e f f o r t s vrere mentioned before i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e and 
co-operation. Ih'. Soyer had envisaged the establishment of vrorld s o l i d a r i t y , hut 
hadi pointed out that.thei-e vmre l i m i t s to vrhat the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community could 
reasonably be expected, to achieve. The d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n contained too many 
s i m p l i s t i c a s s e r t i o n s about the d i s t r i b u t i o n of vrealth. Vfnat vras needed v/as a 
mechanism to f a c i l i t a t e the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s f o r 
a l l . The r i g h t to development would thus be the p r a c t i c a l expression of the moral 
duty of s o l i d a r i t y betvreen i i o r t h and South. The human d i g n i t y of the great m a j o r i t y 
vrould be at r i s k i f i t vrere not sustained by s p i r i t u a l as v r e l l as m a t e r i a l development. 

57. There vrere three p o i n t s to be oorne i n mind concerning the re p o r t of the 
V/orking Group of Governmental Hxperbs. F i r s t l y , the Commission's r o l e vras to deal 
w i t h human r i g h t s , not the r e g u l a t i o n 01 i n t e r n a t i o n a l tra,de and investment. Secondly, 
the r i g h t to development being a human xxQlit, the subject v/as the i n d i v i d u a l and not 
the State - although the l a t t e r , given i t s duty to uphold human r i g h t s , had an 
e s s e n t i a l r o l e to play i n tho development process i n i t s c o l l e c t i v e and i n d i v i d u a l 
aspects a l i k e . Thirdly,, human r i g h t s vrore i n d i v i s i ' c l e 5 to suggest t h a t the e x e r c i s e 
of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s vras a p r e r e q u i s i t e to the e x e r c i s e of c i v i l 
and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s v/ould provide any regime v/Mch r u l e d by f o r c e vrith a pretext f o r 
i t s â.eeds - an unacceptahly retrograde step. As Pope John Paul I I had s a i d , e t h i c s 
had an e s s e n t i a l part i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . ; every State and Government vras 
founded on i n d i v i d u a l s invested, v/ith s p i r i t u a l d i g n i t y and w i t h constant, i n a l i e n a b l e 
r i g h t s and d u t i e s , and the human person v a s the c r i t e r i o n of a l l роНсзг measures, 
even i n t e r n a t i o n a l ones. 

58. The Canadian d e l e g a t i o n appreciated the wori^i of the governmental experts i n t h e i r 
d i f f i c u l t task, v-'hich v/ould doubtless take a good deal of time to complete. The 
Vforking Group's mandate should be extended? f o r u n t i l i t reached agreement on a 
d e f i n i t i o n and on c l e a r b a s i c i d e a s , the Commission vrould be unable to a r r i v e at a 
b e t t e r understanding of the concepbs covered by the r i g h t to development. 

59. In c o n c l u s i o n , he hoped that the Coianission v/ould give due a t t e n t i o n t o the 
issu e s d e a l t v/ith i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 37/55> concerning popular 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n , an.d v/ould heed, the advice and recommendations given by the 
repr e s e n t a t i v e of Cyprus. 
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6 0 , Mr. SÁBOIA ( B r a s i l ) s a i d that the world had imdergone considerable change since 
the establishment o f the Commission. With the increase i n the membership of the 
United Nations, the Organization's outlook had become more u n i v e r s a l . In the f i e l d 
of human r i g h t s , that change had e n t a i l e d a s h i f t towards a wider, g l o b a l conception 
of human r i g h t s . The accession to independence o f many new States had i n f l u e n c e d 
the process o f d e f i n i n g human r i g h t s by i n t r o d u c i n g h i s t o r i c a l and c o l l e c t i v e 
approaches where p r e v i o u s l y an i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c approach had p r e v a i l e d . 

Si. That viidening scope o f h-uman r i g h t s vras c l e a r l y i l l u s t r a t e d i n the process o f -
d e f i n i n g the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Although included i n A r t i c l e 1 of the 
Charter as one o f the purposes of the United i-Tations, the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
had not been s p e c i f i c a l l y contemplated i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human Piights. 
A p o l i t i c a l e f f o r t , beginning v i i t h General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 4?1 D (v) and 
culminating i n the adoption o f the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting o f Independence to 
C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples, had been necessary to f i l l t h at gap and s p e l l out 
the content and s i g n i f i c a n c e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , which was now u n i v e r s a l l y 
recognized as a p r e r e q u i s i t e to the enjoyment of a l l human r i g h t s . 

6 2 . In d i s c u s s i n g the question of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , some speakers had stre s s e d 
that that Ьглпап r i g h t a l s o had i n d i v i d u a l dimensions. However, i n the process of 
d e f i n i n g s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n United. Nations r e s o l u t i o n s and d e c l a r a t i o n s , the 
emphasis had been put on the c o l l e c t i v e , i n t e r n a t i o n a l aspects o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
because they were instrumental to the achievement o f the f u l l e x e r c i s e of that r i g h t . 
That was vihy a r t i c l e 1 of both I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights defined the 
r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n as a r i g h t o f peoples. 

. 6 3 . A comparison v^ith the e v o l u t i o n o f the concept o f the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
helped to understand the nature o f the d i f f i c u l t i e s that s t i l l remained i n seeking 
to d e f i n e the r i g h t to development as a human r i g h t and to determine i t s nature and 
content. Economic, - s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s had found t h e i r i n i t i a l expression 
mainly as i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n but, i n the d r a f t i n g of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Ri g h t s , they had not received the same treatment 
as c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . Since States were subject to economic c o n s t r a i n t s , 
the Covenants had e s t a b l i s h e d a d i f f e r e n t system f o r implecenting economic, s o c i a l 
and c u l t u r a l r i ghts.- . V/hile c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s had been conceived of as 
enforceable r i g h t s , . n o t subject to derogations except i n v e i y s p e c i a l and l i m i t e d 
circumstances, economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s had been treated r a t h e r as aims 
to be r e a l i z e d as h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n s permitted. There thus e x i s t e d a serious 
imbalance betvreen the tvro sets o f r i g h t s , which was not i n keeping with the 
i n d i v i s i b l e and interdependent nature o f human r i g h t s . 

6 4 . I n order to r e c t i f y that imbalance, - a new concept had been needed, that of the 
r i g h t to development, to give a v;ider scope and a dynamic content to economic, s o c i a l 
and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . The new concept had a l s o been necessary to e s t a b l i s h a l i n k 
between the st r u g g l e to f r e e mankind from poverty and the i d e a l of i n a l i e n a b l e 
human r i g h t s . The concept o f the r i g h t to development stemmed from the c o n v i c t i o n 
t h a t the enjoyment o f Ьглпап r i g h t s and respect f o r human d i g n i t y could be ensured 
only i f a more j u s t and equ i t a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l order was e s t a b l i s h e d . 
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65. His d e l e g a t i o n recognized the complex nature of the r i g h t to development, as 
a r i g h t having both c o l l e c t i v e and i n d i v i d u a l dimensions. I t a l s o held that 
development could be achieved only through s o c i a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s 
xihich promoted j u s t i c e , e q u a l i t y of opportunity and p a r t i c i p a t i o n a t the n a t i o n a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s . I t b e l i e v e d , hovrever, that the main t h r u s t of the r i g h t to 
development was c o l l e c t i v e and dynamic, emphasizing the s t r u g g l e of peoples, nations 
and otates f o r the e l i m i n a t i o n of obstacles which impeded development. 

6 6 . He commended the Working Group oí Governmental EJфerts on the Right to 
Development on i t s e f f o r t s to f u l f i l i t s mandate but noted that the very 
conciseness o f i t s r e p o r t (E/CÍÍ.4/1983/11) prevented the Commission from having a 
more accurate understanding of the nature o f the d i s c u s s i o n s i n the Working Group 
and o f how opinions were d i v i d e d on the s e v e r a l aspects o f the r i g h t to development. 
I t was r e g r e t t a b l e that the Working Group had not been able to complete the 
pre p a r a t i o n o f a d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n on the r i g h t to development, and the comp i l a t i o n 
of proposals f o r a preamble and operative p a r t o f a d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n annexed to the 
Working Group's rep o r t gave the impression that many d i f f e r e n c e s remained regarding 
some of the more important aspects o f the r i g h t to development. I t was to be hoped 
that an e f f o r t would be made to r e c o n c i l e divergent views, and the V/orking Group 
might f i n d i t u s e f u l i n th a t connection to take i n t o account the viexvs expressed 
i n the Commission d u r i n g the d i s c u s s i o n o f the item. The Working Group should a l s o , 
to the extent p o s s i b l e , avoid i n t r o d u c i n g too many elements i n t o the d r a f t 
d e c l a r a t i o n , Л r e l a t i v e l y concise document emphasizing the e s s e n t i a l question o f 
development and the means by v/hich i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation should c o n t r i b u t e to 
i t vrould have a grea t e r impact than a t e x t which attempted to cover too much ground, 

67. His d e l e g a t i o n was i n favour of renev/ing the Working Group's mandate and hoped 
that i t would complete vrork on a d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n i n time f o r the Cominission's 
next s e s s i o n . 

68. Mr. KNIGHT (Baha'i I n t e r n a t i o n a l Community) s a i d that the r i g h t to development 
was unique i n th a t i t encompassed a l l other human r i g h t s and vras more than the sum 
t o t a l of a l l those r i g h t s by v i r t u e of the dynamic element v/hich i t must n e c e s s a r i l y 
c o n t a i n . However, the major s i g n i f i c a n c e of the r i g h t to development, and of the 
d e c l a r a t i o n i n which i t v/as to be embodied, res i d e d i n the u n i v e r s a l i t y o f 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n r e quired to secure that r i g h t f o r a l l peoples and i n d i v i d u a l s . 

69. Whereas the e x i s t i n g major Ьглпап r i g h t s instruments were almost e x c l u s i v e l y 
concerned v/ith the r e c i p r o c a l r i g h t s and d u t i e s of dtates and t h e i r c i t i z e n s , and 
hence c a l l e d f o r implementation a t the p u r e l y n a t i o n a l l e v e l , the r e a l i z a t i o n o f the 
r i g h t to development could be achieved only through g l o b a l e f f o r t s and the 
involvement o f a l l s e c t o r s o f human s o c i e t y . As i n d i c a t e d by the Secretary-General 
i n the study he had submitted to the Commission a t i t s t h i r t y - s e v e n t h s e s s i o n 
(E/CN.4/1421), the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development required the f u l f i l m e n t 
of d u t i e s by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . States -
i n p a r t i c u l a r i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c ountries and former c o l o n i a l Pov/ers - r e g i o n a l and 
subregional State groupings, other t r a n s n a t i o n a l e n t i t i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s . 
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70. The d e c l a r a t i o n which was heing d r a f t e d would not only recognize the r i g h t s 
to which a l l men and women v/ere,entitled hut a l s o emphasize to a greater degree 
than ever before the o b l i g a t i o n s which they owed to t h e i r f e l l o v / human beings 
throughout the world. Such an approach represented a s i g n i f i c a n t step i n the 
advancement of hiaaanity towards that true world u n i t y which would s i g n i f y mankind's 
coming of age and usher i n an e r a of.peace and j u s t i c e f o r a l l . 

71. At the current time, however, the quest f o r development v/as motivated l e s s by 
a search f o r v/orld u n i t y than by v a r i o u s other c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , such as the r e l a t i v e l y 
pragmatic view that the promotion of the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development v/as 
i n the best economic, s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t s of a l l States, the a l t r u i s t i c 
view that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had a fundamental duty to promote that r i g h t 
i n .order to comply with the terms of the Charter of the United Nations, and the view 
that the former c o l o n i a l and other Powers had a moral duty to make r e p a r a t i o n to the 
developing c o u n t r i e s f o r past e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

72. The approach of the Baha'i I n t e r n a t i o n a l Community to the v/hole question of 
development was based on the r e c o g n i t i o n of the organic oneness of the human race. 
I t regarded mankind as a f a m i l y i n the true sense of the word, i n which a l l members 
must be e q u a l l y cared f o r and cherished. Although commentators agreed that the 
fundamental purpose of development was to b e n e f i t the i n d i v i d u a l and that every 
development s t r a t e g y should be considered as a means towards that end r a t h e r than 
as an end i n i t s e l f , i t was a l l too easy to los e s i g h t of the i n d i v i d u a l . Even 
p o l i c i e s of development motivated by p u r e l y a l t r u i s t i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s v-zere s u s c e p t i b l e 
to d e p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n simply because, although based on sound moral va l u e s , they 
might v i e w i n d i v i d x i a l s as a b s t r a c t i o n s and l o s e a l l s i g h t of t h e i r human p e r s o n a l i t y 
and a s p i r a t i o n s . An eminent i n t e r n a t i o n a l j u r i s t had emphasized that the "basic 
needs" approach to development might be a convenient excuse f o r a s s e r t i n g that 
o b t a i n i n g the minimum necessary f o r subsistence was the only r e a l problem f o r 
developing c o u n t r i e s . The nature of the human being r e q u i r e d f u l f i l m e n t of the 
whole range of h i s needs, and the development of the i n d i v i d u a l - the b a s i c u n i t of 
s o c i e t y - could not be viewed i n i s o l a t i o n , or as an end i n i t s e l f , but must be 
regarded as an e s s e n t i a l p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the harmonious developinent of the s o c i e t y 
to which he belonged. The Baha'i I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conmunity was f i r r - i l y convinced that 
a l l development s t r a t e g i e s should be d i r e c t e d towards s e r v i n g the i n d i v i d u a ] , and 
that the i n d i v i d u a l ' s development needs should be regarded not i n a b s t r a c t or l i m i t e d 
terms, but i n the same s p i r i t of concern and personal involvement w i t h which everyone 
viewed the needs of the members of h i s own f a m i l y , Development undertaken i n that 
s p i r i t would s u r e l y r e s u l t i n the achievement of n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l goals, 
as w e l l as i n d i v i d u a l g o a l s . 

73. The oneness of humanity v/as a r e a l i t y , and only when that f a c t was u n i v e r s a l l y 
recognized and acted upon would the f i n a l o b s t a c l e s to development be removed and 
the f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development be secured f o r a l l . 

74. Mr, MacDERHOT ( i n t e r n a t i o n a l Coiamission of J u r i s t s ) s a i d that for' some years 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission of J u r i s t s had been h o l d i n g a s e r i e s of t h i r d v/orld 
seminars b r i n g i n g together i n t e r e s t e d lawyers, development experts and grassroots 
a c t i v i s t s to di s c u s s ways i n which human r i g h t s could promote human development. 
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75' The most recent seminar had heen he l d at Lucknow, I n d i a , on the subject of 
r u r a l development and human r i g h t s i n South A s i a , organized j o i n t l y w i t h the 
Human Ri g h t s I n s t i t u t e of Lucknow and attended Ъу 40 p a r t i c i p a n t s from Bangladesh, 
India , Nepal, Palcistan and S r i Lanka. The b a s i c i s s u e discussed had been 
socio-economic strxictures a t the v i l l a g e l e v e l . 

76. A t y p i c a l v i l l a g e i n the r e g i o n was one where the m a j o r i t y l i v e d i n a b j e c t 
poverty while being dominated by a wealthy farmer who was at the saxae time the 
money-lender and tr a d e r . The poor farmers and l a n d l e s s labourers were r u t h l e s s l y 
i n t i m i d a t e d and e x p l o i t e d by him, aiid h i s own employees were f r e q u e n t l y bonded 
la b o u r e r s . The law enforcement a u t h o r i t i e s were under his sway and powerless to 
pr o t e c t h i s v i c t i m s . 

77• The p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the seminar had been unanimous i n h o l d i n g t h a t , while a 
strong p o l i t i c a l w i l l was needed to change such a p a t t e r n of e x p l o i t a t i o n and 
poverty, nothing could be achieved unless and u n t i l the r u r a l poor organized 
themselves to create a c o u n t e r v a i l i n g f o r c e to that of the merchants-farmers-
money-lenders. l//here that had been done, r e a l progress had been made. 

78. That f a c t showed the v i t a l importance of i n c l u d i n g i n the f o r m u l a t i o n of the 
r i g h t to developraent a c l e a r statement t h a t , at the n a t i o n a l l e v e l , the r i g h t 
included the r i g h t of i n d i v i d u a l s , and i n p a r t i c u l a r the r i g h t of the poor, to 
organize themselves ( r a t h e r than to be organized) i n order to p r o t e c t and f u r t h e r 
t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . In a d d i t i o n , i t was not s u f f i c i e n t f o r the poor to p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n the f o r m u l a t i o n of development p o l i c i e s ; they must a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e meaningfully 
i n the a p p l i c a t i o n and m o n i t o r i n g of p o l i c i e s . To do so they must have access to 
a l l r e l e v a n t i n f o r m a t i o n . Such p o i n t s were c i u c i a l and should f i n d t h e i r place i n 
the f o n a u l a t i o n of the r i g h t to development. 

79. I t was a s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e of the Working Group's r e p o r t (E/CN.4/1983/1I) that 
v i r t u a l l y the whole of the preamble and the operative p a r t of the d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n 
were devoted to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l aspects of the r i g h t to development, while very 
l i t t l e was s a i d about the n a t i o n a l aspects. bnportant as the i n t e r n a t i o n a l aspect 
was, i t was s u r e l y a t l e a s t e q u a l l y hnportaint to ensure that the r i g h t to development 
of the i n d i v i d u a l and of the disadvantaged communities i n a s o c i e t y should r e c e i v e 
equal emphasis i n the d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n . 

80. The seminar had a l s o reached a пилЛег of other conclusions. F i r s t l y , many 
w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d a g r i c u l t u r a l and economic p o l i c i e s had b e n e f i t e d the r i c h and 
middl e - c l a s s peasants r a t h e r than the r u r a l poor, owing to p r e v a i l i n g power 
s t r u c t u r e s . Secondly, the e x p l o i t a t i o n of bonded and other l a n d l e s s labourers 
was i n c r e a s i n g and spreading from r u r a l to urban areas i n s p i t e of progressive 
l e g i s l a t i o n outlawing that s l a v e r y - l i k e p r a c t i c e . T h i r d l y , the e x p l o i t a t i o n of 
many m i l l i o n s of indigenous peoples, knovm as " t r i b a l s " , and of the almost wholly 
unorganized migrant workers was spreading. F o u r t h l y , the e x p l o i t a t i o n of women 
continued and was becoming moi-e v i o l e n t . F i f t h l y , while the need f o r p o p u l a t i o n 
c o n t r o l was recognized, programmes f o r i t needed to be more f l e x i b l e , and would not 
succeed u n t i l i n c reased s o c i a l s e c u r i t y and h e a l t h s e r v i c e s removed the main 
i n c e n t i v e to l a r g e f a i a i l i e s . S i x t h l y , the emphasis of h e a l t h s e r v i c e s i n r u r a l 
areas should be on preventive medicine, and more respect should be shovm towards 
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t r a d i t i o n a l medicine. Seventhly, the v i o l e n c e prevalent i n r u r a l areas would not 
be overcome unless there was a r e c o g n i t i o n of the v i o l e n c e inherent i n the e x i s t i n g 
s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l and economic s t r u c t u r e s . . E i g h t h l y , l e g a l a i d and l e g a l resources 
f o r the r u r a l poor should be d i r e c t e d f i r s t and foremost to co-operation between 
concerned lawyers and grassroots non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s so as to inform the 
poor of t h e i r r i g h t s and t r a i n l e g a l aides to help them to a s s e r t and defend those 
r i g h t s . 

81. A t the end of the seminar the p a r t i c i p a n t s had decided to e s t a b l i s h a r e g i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n to promote such co-operation, c a l l e d the South Asian A s s o c i a t i o n f o r 
the R i g h t to Development ( S A A K D ) . 

82. The recommendations of the seminar were r e l e v a n t to the f o r m u l a t i o n of the r i g h t 
to development, and he would be glad to make copies of the repo r t of the seminar 
a v a i l a b l e to a l l i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s . 

The meeting rose a t 12.45 P.m. 




