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The Byelorussian SSR s a prarty 1o rany intcrational legal instruments and
always fulfils their provisions, Lmong such instrune“ &, whe International Convention
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Trime of [parsheid occupies = place of honour,

ot long ago, on 70 Docenber 1932, the Soviet peonle, btogether vith its nunerous
friends throughout the world, ~bserved o memu*aale fate, the sistieth anmiversary of
the founding of the mion of Sovies Sociazlist Ripublics, *the first faderated State
aliming workers and peasants.

The birth cf the Unilon +f Sovict Soclaiist Ropenlics wes the result of the victoxry
of the Great October Socielist Roevoluwtisn of 1¢l.. The October Revolution smashed the
chains of social an? nntisnal cppression and clsvated all e penples of our country
to the status of indepaadent historical aginvs. The esitablislment of working-class
power and of punlic ownership of the nmeanc »f production laild cdurable Iouadabions for
the free development of ~ll natisns and waticnaliiies, for their close unity snd
friendship.

The implementalion of Deninist nstional policy aad the construstiosn of developed
socialism climinated once and oo 2ll the possibility of eny menifestation in fthe
Byelorussian SSR T the ildeology and practice of grartheid or diserimination o grounds
of race or nationality. which are alion vo the Scovied noople.

Complcte eguality of races, osations and national groups heas beor established in
Soviet socialist society, Complet. oatual truct, voluniary consent and ine preclusion
of inequality in any form zrc the pledgs of the Jurability of $the Tnion of Sovied
Socialist Republics.

Carefully taking into ascount the ias.rosits ant wecds of each nation and
nationality, combining then crganicelly vith the 1ruer ate »f the Soviet paonle ag a
whole, conceriing the workers! efforts in solving sre urgent tasks of social
developuent — 211 <thes. are at the centre »1 abtcnt Lo Af tae Commumist Paxrty of the
Soviet Union.

The Soviet Republics, wncluding ihe Byeleorussian S8R, have multinationad
populations. .41l nations sre auly represeated 1a Party ong Siate bodies, the practical
soumpetence and idsologicsl an? meoral cualitier of the individual revresentatives being
taken striclly iolc account.

The eystes of public, politicel, social and econonic life whica has come into
being in the Byelorussian SSR orecla cg the nassibility of dhe occurreace of
diserimination on racial or notional zrouwaas. ..xti de 30 ¢f the Byelorusesian
Constitution states that "Citizens of the Bycloruwssian SER of diffzrend races and
naticnalitres nave ental righls™., "Exercise of thess righto,™ fre avticle proceeds,
"is ensured by 2 nolicy of all-rouad “oveloonmt end draving tege sher of all the
nations and nabionalities of the TSIR, ™ educating 2iblisoar in the spirit of Soviot
patriotism and socialist invernalionalisi, snd by e possibelisy cpen to them of
using their native lemguage cnd the longuages of otier penplescy the USSRY.

Irticle 62 ~F the Jonstitution L¥° th. Tyolorussian S8R :siablishes the duby of
every citimen of the Byelorussian SSR "o respect ihs nationsl dignity of other
citizens, and *o strengbhoen she friendship of the nations ~n. nationelities of the
multinational Soviel Stote™,
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The principle set forth in “the Byelorussian Constitution of citizens’ eguality
in all fields of economic, peliiical, socizl and cuitursl lite without distinction of
race and naticnality, is unswervingly put inde practice. Fupishmenl is provided
under the law., 1In the Repunlic, 211 limitatbion of righbs or establishment of direct
or indirect privileger on grounds of race or natvionality, and all advocacy of
racial or national exclusiveness, hostility or contempt are punishable by law
(article 34 of the Constitution}. Articie 7. of the Criminal Coue of the
Byelorussian SSR provides that "Any propagands or agltation for the purpose of
arousing racial or national hoclility or dissensicn, and likewise any direct or
indirvect restriction of the righis of, cr the establishment of any direct or indirect
privileges for, citizens according 12iheir race or nailionaliiy, shall be punishable
by imprisorment for a term of not lesy than six months and nol mcre than bthree years
or by exile for a term of not less than two and not more than five years.".

The provisions of this article of the Criminal Code of the Byelorussian 3SR
meet the requirements of avrticle . of the International Conventicn on the Tlimination
of all Forms of Racial Digerimination in thac they apply botiy t2 individuals and to
organizations., In the Byelorussian S3R, iliere are and cap be no organizations which
prewote and incite racial digcerimination since tnere is and can be no socic-economic,
legal or any other basig for activivies of this %ind,

Citizens of the Byelorussian 35L are equal beforse the law, wvithout distinction
of origin, social or property siatus, race cr navionality, sex, education, language.
attitude to religion, type or nature of cccupation, domicile, or cther status
(article 32 of the Constitution). In the Byelorussian SSR justice is administered only
by the courts (article 150 of ihe Comstitutiosn). ALl covrts are formed on the
principle of +the electiveness of judges and people's assessors (article 151 of the
Constitution). Judges and people's ausessors are independen:c and subject only to Zhe
law (article 155 of the Constituiion). In accordence with article 156 cf the
Constitution, justice is administeied in the Byeloruwrian S8R on the vrinciple of
the equality of citizens before the law and the courts,

Article 158 of the Constitution of the Byeloruageian SSR provides that "Judicial
proceedinrgs shall be conducted in the Byclorussian or Bussian languages or in the
language of the majority of the pepulation of the locality concerned. Persons
participating in court proceeldings who do noi kmow the language in which they are Leling
conducted sghall be ensured the right to become fully accuainted with the materials
in the case, the services of an interpreter during the precceedings, znd the right
tc address the court in their own language.".

This constitutional provision is embodied in rshe Code of Civil Precedure and the
Code of Criminal Procedure of the Byelorussian SR8Z. Thus, ariicle 6 of the (cde of
Civil Procedure of the Byelorussian 35R slipulades that "Judicial proceedings in
civil cases shall be conducted only by a court and c¢a the basis of the equality
before the law and the courts of all citizen, withous distinciion of origin, social
or property stabus, race or nationality, sex, education, language, attitude To
religion, type or nature of occupalion, doricile, ox other sitatus,'.
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Article 9 of the Code of Civil Procedure of the Byelorusgian SSR provides;
inter alia, that "Judiclal proceedings in the Byelorussian SSR shall be conducted
in the Byelorussian or Bussian languages or in the language of the majority of the
population of the loczlity concerned..

The principle of national and racisl equality is also egtablished in chanter 5
{omticles 31-36), chapter 6 (articles 37-67) and other articles of the Constitution
of the Byelorusgian SSR, Thus, article 31 of the Constituticn provides that
"Citizens of other Union Republics enjoy in the territory of the Byelorussian SS5R
the same rights as citizens of the Byslorussian SSKE.". The right of citigens
ol the Byeleorussian SSR to education is assured under article 43 of the Comstitution
v, among many other gnarantees, the opportunity to be taught in the native language.

Eguality of rights without distinction of wrace or nationality is guaranteed in
tne Byelorussian SSR not only for Soviet citizens but alsgo for other persons within
the territory of the Republic, Article 35 of the Constitution provides that "Citizens
2% other countries and stateless persons in the Byelorussian SSR are guaranteed the
rights and freedoms provided by the law, including the right to apply to a court and
other State bodies for the proteciion of their personal property, family and other
1ights.”,

The status of foreign citizens in the Republic is regulated by the Act on the
legal status of foreign citizens in the USSR, adopted in June 1981, Article 3 of the
Lot provides, inter alia, that "foreign cifizens in the USSR shall enjoy the same
vights and freedoms and have the same obligations as citizens of the USER.".

The Constitution of the Byelorussian SSR guarantees inviolability of the person
to citizens of the Republic and provides that no one may be arrvested except by a
court decision oxr on the warrant of a procurator (article 52).

The principle of cibtizens' equality of rights without distinction of race or
nationality was unwaveringly observed during the period under review in the day-to~da;
activities of all State bodies and public organizations. Citizens of all nationalities
pvarticipate act.ely in administering the State. As is proclaimed in article 2 of the
Constitution, "All power in the Byelorussian SSR helongs to the people.”.

The main trend in the development of the politbical system of Soviet society is
vovards the further growutn of scecialist democrscy through steadily wider
participation of citizens in adminisiering the affairs of the State and of society;
perfecting of the State apparatus; increased activity by public organizations;
intensification »f popular control; strengthening of the legal foundations of State
ard public lifes increased publicity for court decisions and proceedingsj; and the
cons tant taking into account of public opinion.

Previcus reporis by the Byelorussian 3SR on the implementation of the
internaticnal Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid
gave a detailed account of the principles of complete naticnal and racial equaliily
~et forth in numerocus legislative acits regulating all aspects of social relations.
Taese instruments include: the Iabour Act, uvhich provides guarantees of admission
to employment without distinction of sex, race, nationality, attitude to religion, etc.
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the Public Bducation Act, which guarantees the equeality of all citizens as regards
access to education; the Judicizl Sysiem Act, which establishes the equality of
citizens before the law and the courtss the Marriage and Pamily Code, which
establishes the equal rights of citizens in family relations; and the Criminal Code
of the Byelorussian SSR, which guarantees the suppression of any acts aimed at
viclating national and racial eguality.

fn important wole in educating Soviet citizens in the spirit of fraternal
friendship among the peoples of the USSR and of proletarian internationalism is
played by the study of Soviet law and its provisions concerning the equality of all
races and nationalities,

Matters relating to the struggle against apartheid, racism and racial
discrimination are included in the syllabuses of *he Republic's secondary schools
and higher educational establishments.

e paricdic press and ovher mass informaiion medis contimue to contribuie
actively towards the ejucation of citizens of the Byelorussian SSR in a spirit of
intolerance of apartheid, racium and racial discrimination.

Guided by Teninist principles of foreign pclicy, the Byelorussian SSR always
consistently defends the principle of the eguality of peoples and speaks out
regolutely sgainst all forms and manifectations of diserimination and national
oppression., The Republic resclutely condemns racism and gpartheid and advocates the
steadfast implementation by all States of decisions on the complete and unconditional
eradication of apartheid and all other forms of racism, vherever and in whatever form
they may be practised,

The press, radio, television and voluntary organizations in the Byelorussian SSR
are carrying on a systematic campaign to previde the population of the Republic with
information exposing and condemming the practice and inhwman policy of colonialism,
racism and apartheid. The International Day of Siruggle Against Racism and Racial
Discrimination, the Week of Solidarity with Peoples Struggling Against Racism and
Racial Discrimination, the Day of Solidarity with Political Prisoners in South Africa,
the Week of Solidarity with the Struggle of the Peoples of Southern Africa, the
International Day of Sclidarity with the Struggling People of South Africa, Namibia
Vay, etc., are observed annually in the Byelorussian SSK.

Guided by Leninist principles of equal rights and friendship among peoples,
the Byelorussian SSR will contiyme to give every possible support tc the peoples
fighting for “their freedom and independence against coloniglism, imperialism and
their manifestations ~ apartheid and raciael discrimination.



