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1. LEGISLATIVE: St. Vincent and the Grenadines is a multi-racial though
predominantly black society in which descendants of African, European and Indian
races are fully integrated into our social fabric and live togéﬁher in peate and
harmony. As such the concept and practice of apartheid arce alien to the psyche
of the Vincentian people.

The people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines are legally protected from
apartheid, since their fundamental rignhts, and freedoms are firmly entrenched in
the Constitution. Such rights and freedoms include protection of right to perscnal
liberty and protection of law, protection from inhuman treatment and from arbitrary
search or entry, protection of freedom of conscience, expression and movement, and
protection from discrimination on the grounds of race, ete.

Fundamental rights and freedoms form part of the Basic Clauses of the
Constitution - clauses which cannot be altered except by a difficult process
involving the overwhelming concurrence of the pecple themselves. The process requires

(a) the lapse of ninety days between the introduction and second reading of any
Bill to amend or alter any of the clauses., Thia requirement; of course, allows
for the articulation of views on the B{il and for public opinion to crystalize on
the subject:

(b) a two=-thirds majority of all representatives in Parliament on the final
vote on the Bill, and

(¢} submission of the Bill to the electorate in a referendum and receipt of
not less than two-thirds af the unspoiled votes cast in that referendum,

It is important to note that the Constitution overrides the provisions of
any law which is in conflict with it.

2. JUDICIAL: St. Vinecent and the Grenadines has a monarchical Parliamentary
democracy = a system in which the Juciciary is insulated against political
interference. As such the impartiality of judgzes and magistrates is guaranteed
in the following manner:

(a) The Chief Justice is appointed by Letters Patent by Her Majesty the Queen,
who is Head of State through her Governor General.

(b) Justices of Appeal and Puisne Judges are appointed by Her Majesty on the
advice of the Judicial and Legal Services Commission. This Commission serves all
Member States of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States and comprises
impartially appointed top legal personnel from throughout the region and of whom
the Chief Justice is Head.

Any individual who is of the opinion that his fundamental rights and freedoms
are violated can seek redress for such violation before the Courts, and is entitled
to the right of appeal from the High Court to the Court of &ppeal as also against
the decision of the Magistrate's Court, and to the Privy Council against the
decision of the Court of Appeal. The individual, unlawfully detained without trial
can apply for a writ of Habeus Corpus.
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T ADMINISTRATIVE: The admincscrativi functions of ithe Govepnment of 3t. Vincent
and che Grenadines arce exercised in accordance with the principlss also laid down
in the Constitution, L coascicus abtenpt is therefors made to shiela the
burcaucracy from discrimination of any kind.

The Constitution clearly stalu3 tnat "“thae power Lo appceint psrsons o hold
or act in offices in the public servic: and the power bo cxarcise disciplinary
cantrol ovar persons holding or acting in such offices zad the power Le ranove
such persons [rom office ahall vest in the Pubiie Service Commission®. This
Commission is appoaintet oy the Governor-Genzral acting ia accordance with ths
advice of the Prim: Minister, provided that thzs lacter shall, befor- advising
the Governor=Geaneral on appolatments other than that of Chairman, consult the
Leader of toc Opposition ang thie Association reprzsenting the intsrests of public
officers.

A puclic szarvant who Feais that tho Commission, in its exsreise of disciplinary
mzasures against him, has acted in an arbitrary manner, has racoursa to the
Public¢ Service Board of Appaal which is further removed from political influence
than the Commission in chat its Chairmezn is appointed by the Governor-General
acting in his own deliberate judgemznt. The defending publie servant can provide
himgelf with defence personnel as is obtainable in a Court of Law.

in addition fto the rforegoing the administrative machinery does not lend
itsell to sericus prejuaice in that ic¢ is a predominantly black society in whach
by logical extension, blacks dominate all the professions and trades; and into
which expatriates are reciruited at the professional and technical levels only to
filli posts 1n which there ig no local expertiss or self-sufficiency.

4, OTdER MEASUREZ: Referencs can be made hare to Besolution 35/39 entitled
"3tatus of the Intermational Convention on the Suppression and Punishmeat of

the Crim- of Apartheid”, adopted by the Ganeral Assembly on 25 November 1980.

in accordance witn paragraph 12 of this rzsolution the list of perscns allegedly
gurlty of tha crims of aparth-aid under the Convention was received by the
Govurnment of 5t. Vincent and the Grenadines on 15 June 1931. Government ‘s quick
rsactlion was to ordee that the list b drawn to the atbention of the public and
that a copy be Torwardsd to the Immigration authoritices so that chey would deny
entry into the 3tate of any person whosz name appears on the list.

In conclusion, aparthaid is neither conceived nor practised by Vincentiaas.
It is unconstitutional and xllegal, and is therefor: a crime punishadle by law.
It is therefore not now necaesgsary to introduce any specific legislacion agaiasc

agarbheid.



