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It ig o great nleasure for Beuwador, a country which has signed and ratified the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Urime of Apartheid,
to gubmit to the Opecial Committee against Apartheid its report under article VII of
the Convention concerning its applicotion.

Eeuador's pogition with respect to the repugnant and shameful system of
anartheid is known to all, =nd that position, which is in harmony with the spirit of
the Bouadorian nation, ig reflected both in the domestic sphere and in Bcuador's
voluntary accesgion to those intermationa) instrumentis vhich, like bhe International
Convention on the Suppression and Pumnishment of the Crimc of Apartheid, govern this
mater.

In fzet, no policies or practices of discrimination or racial segregation exist
on Leuadorian territory. On the contrary, the Conastitution of Ecuvador, which was
aporoved by the people of Bcuvador in ful? exercise nf thnir sovereign right through
a reforendum held on 15 Jamvary 1978 and vhich has heen in force since 10 Auvgust 1979,
congiruns such inhuwen practices and policies and al the same lime recognizes the
right of peonles to free themselves from such oppressive systems.

Murther, article 1¢ of the Conntitution, referring to the righits of the
individual, declares that every person is guaranteed equality before the lau and
accordingly orohibits any digcrimination on grounds of race, colour, sex, language,
religion, descent, political or other opinions, sgocial origin, economic status or
birth.

That provision of the Constitution gusrantees frecedom of work, freedom of

contract and the right of association, guarentces which are fully regulated in the
surrent labour Code.
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Article 19 likewise, in its section 16, guaranteeing the freedom and secuxrity of
every individual, prohibits slavery and servitude in all their forms, for it is the
primary duty of the Htate to ensure respect for the human righte and fundamental
freedoms of man and to promote the economic, social and cultural progress of the
country!s inhabitants, the latter being possivle only on the basis of the former.

Tagtly, article A4 of the Constitution provides that the State shall guarantee
to all persons under its jurisdictiony both men and vomen, the free and effective
exercise and enjoyment of the civil, political, economic, social and culturel rights
proclaimed in the declarations, covenants, agreements and other international
instruments in force.

In the event of a violation of the sbove-mentioned principles, something which,
Ecuador is pleased to inform the “pecial Committee against Apartheid, has never
happened during its entire life asg & republic - vhich is in i%tself the most
convineing proof of the fact that there has not been and is not in Bcuador any
practice of racial discrimination ~ any citizen affected can, vithout digtinction,
have recourse to the courts and tribunals of the Republic or to the Commitiec on the
Elimination of Racial piscrimination, whose competence was recognized by Ecuador
through a special declaration made on 21 March 1977.

It may be mentioned that in its article 19, section 16, the Constitution
recognizes the right of habeas corpus. Anyone vho believes that he has been
illegally deprived of his liberty may resort to this remedy, exercising it himself or
through another person, vithout the need for & written order, before the lecal mayor
or president of the council or their deputies, The municipal authority must
immediately order the appellant to be brought bhefore it and the orxder for deprivation
of liberty to be shoun. It must, within a maximum period of 48 hours, order the
release of the detained persons if he was not presented, if there were eyxrors of
procedure or if the order for detention was no% produced or was not in conformity
writh the legal requirements.

In order to give effect to the above-mentioned consitutional provisiong as well
as those contained in the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination and the International Convention on the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, a number of reforme of ithe Penal Code were
promulgated on 4 July 1979, sexpressly prohibiting any incitement to or the commiasion
of acts favouwring racial discrimination and laying down appropriate pcnalties for
persong vioclating those provisions., In view of the importance of these reforms the
complete text of them is set forth hereafter:

"The Supreme Council of Govermment, Vhereas ... Decrees: the follovring reforms
to the Penal Code:

Article 1. Title II of Part II of the Criminal Code shall read: 'Concerning
offences againsgt the congtitutional guarantees and racial squity’.

Article 2, After Chapter VIII of Title II of the Penal Code, a new chapier shall
be added, entitled: 'Concerning offences relating to racial discrimination!'.
containing the following articleas:

Art. ... The following shall be punishable by a term of imprisorment of
six months to three years: (1) Anyone vwho, by vhatever means, disseminates
ideas Lased on superiority or racial hatred; (2) Anyone vho in any manner
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incites %o racial Siscriminntion; (3) Anyone vho pernetrates acte of violence
or incitecs others to commit them ageinst any race, pers-n or group of persons of
hatever colomy or ethnic origing and {4) Anyone vtho finances, helps or
contrihutec to any kind of racist sctivity.

If the offences envmerated in this articie vore ordered or executed by
olfTicials or puwilic emp'loyces, the ftemm of imprisonment sha®l be from one to
five years.

Art, ... If any person is injured as the result of the zcts of violence referred
to in (3) above, those responsihle chall be punisheble by a term of imprisonment
of tyo to five years. If such actg ol violence resu’i in the death of a person,
those responsible shall e punisheble by » fterm of imprisonment of 12 to 10 years.

Art, ... ALl orgonizotions and activities concerned vrith vrovnagande and the
digsemination of informetion vhich promoie or incite %o racial discriminstion
are hereby declered illegal and are congequently prohibited in bthe Republic.
Accordingly, anyone participoting in such organizationg or activities ghall be
punighable by a tem of impricsonment of two monthe to tuvo years.

Art. ... It is prohibited for the authoritizs and al? natronel, regiona’l and
local puvlic instituiions to promote or incite to racial Jdiscrimination. In the
event of the violation ol this prohiviiion, lhe above-mentioned authorities or
the Tegal represeniatives or directors of the said ingtitutions shall be helid
responsible and shall be subjecti te imprisonment for six monthe to three years
and to the 'ossg of their politica™ righte for the same period.

Art. ... Y1th respect to ony officials or public employces committing any of the

offences of racial discrimination specified im this Decree, the special provisions

cantained in the Political Conetitution for dealing vith cases of the violation
of the guarantees proclaimed in ii sholl Wo anplicai’e.

Article 3. When the nowr Pensl Lode ie drafited, the provisicng of this Decres,
cobteining the neccs ary reforms, shall he incornorated in the fext.

Artietle 4. 'Uhis Jecree shall be in force writh effect from ibte publication in
the Official Register, and the IHinisters of State for Governmment and Juctice

and for Foreign Affairs chall be regponsivle for Zts erecutlon,

Given atl the Haliona? Talace in Cuito on 29 January 1979."

At the Internationa’ jevel and {from the very romeni of the establishment of the
United Fations, Scuvador har foiloved and is stil” Cfollowing o constant and invariable
onti-racist policy and has alvays worked actively in favour of universal respoct for
the human rights and fundamentel fyeefoms of avery merzon.

In conformiby with this traditicnal policy, Decuadoxr has not confined itself
simply to condemning the odiousg proctices of apartheid, but has supported the many
regsolutions of the Genera'. Assembly ond the United Notlions system and hag always
complied vith their provisions. I addibion, in recognition of Deuador's record in
this field, distingulshed Eevadorians bave held office al the internationsl level in
this connection, bearing vitness In thau spherce io the Republic's wichanging domestic
stance in favour of human rirhts and dignity. As an example, it is a pleasure to
inform you that the nresent Poreign Iini ster, Ambassedor “mis Valencie Dodrigucz, has
been a menber of the Committee on the Dlimination of Dacial Jiscrimination ever since
it wos establiched, and has scted as ite Lasirman.
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As has already been stated, in the alorementioned article 44 of its Congtitution,
Eovador guaranteee every peraon withir ive jurisdiction the full sxercise and enjoyment
of the e¢ivil, political, rconomic, social and ~vltural rightes proclaimed in the
international instruments, agresments and declarationg relating to human righteg that
are in force, namely, the feollouing:

The Convention relating to the Status of Ttateless Persons, which was adopted
and aigned by Ecuador at Now York on 28 Septembor 1954 and was raiified by
Exscutive Decres No. 647 of 19 June 1970

The Universal Declaration of Human Hights, which ras adopted and signed by
Bcuador in the eity of Paris on 10 december 1948 -

The International Convention on the Wimination of all Forms of Racial
Discrimination, adopted at Hew York or 7 March 1966. Bcuador acceded to that
Convention by Executive Decree Wo. 1073 of 15 September 1966. TIhrough the Special
Declaration of 21 March 1977, Teuador recognized the compelence of the Committee on
the Blimination of Racia) Discrimination %o examine any complaint of violation of the
provisions of that International Convention;

The Indernational (ovenant on Economic, Social and Culbtural Rights, adopted at
Now York on 19 Necember 1966. Ecuador signed the Covenant on 29 September 1367 and
ratified it by Brxecative bDecree No. 37 of ¢ January 1969,

The Interpational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, adopted at New York on
12 Necember 1966. Ecouador signed it on 4 Arril 1960 and ratified it through
Executive Decree Ho. 37 of 9 Januvary 1967;

The Optional Protocol to the Internetionel (ovenant on Civil and Political Rights,
adopted at New York on 19 December 1966. Bouvador siguned 1t on 4 April 1968 and
ratified it through Executive Decree No. 37 of 2 January 1969:

The Slavery Convention, adopted ot Geneva on 25 September 1926, Eouador acceded
to 1t through Ix.cutive Decree Ho. 30 of 15 Debruary 1928;

The Protocol Amending the Slavery Convention of 19206, adopied at New York on
T December 1353, Ecuador signed it on '/ September 1954 and ratified it through
Dxecutive Decree on 27 December 19543

The Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavewy, the blave Trade, and
Tnstitutions and Practices Similar to Slavery, adopied at Geneva on 7 September 1956.
Ecuador acceded 1o it through Executive Decreec Wo. 275 of § February 1960;

The Convention on the Prevenlion and Punishment of the Urime of Genocide,
adopted at New Y-rik on 9 Tecembror 1948. feuwador signed it on 11 Jecember 1948 and
ratified it through Bxecutive Decree Fo. 2130 of 18 November 1349;

The Convention relaling to the Sdatus of Relfugees, adoptec ab Geneva on
& g 3 P

28 July 1951, Ecusdor acceded to il thraugh Executive Decree No.o 251-A of

3 February 1955;

The Preotocoel relabing Lo lhe Statvs of Refugees, adopted in the city of New York
on 31 Janvary 1967. Beuador acceded 1> it through Bxecuiive Decree Ilo. 31 of
% Januvary 1969,

In conslusion, the Goverrmeni of Bousdor would Le plensed to amplify the contents
of this report, if the Jistinguished memvers of the Special Committee against
Apartheid so desire,



