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I . lilTRODUCTIOH

1. At its thirty-fifth session on 15 December 1980, the General Assembly adopted
resolution 35/192 on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in
El Salvador by 7^ votes to 12, vith 55 abstentions. In this resolution, the
General Assembly expressed deep concern at the grave violations of human rights
and fundamental freedoms in SI Salvador and deplored several aspects of the
situation of human rights in that country. In addition, it requested the
Commission on Human Rights to examine, at its thirty-seventh session, the
situation of human rights in 31 Salvador. The te:ct of the resolution Is as
follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

"Conscious of its responsibility to promote and encourage respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

"Noting that all Governments have an obligation to respect and promote
human rights in accordance with the responsibilities they have undertaken
under various international instruments,

"Bearing in mind resolution 19 adopted on 50 July 1980 by the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women,

"Dismayed by reports of human rights violations in El Salvador and
especially by the death of thousands of persons and the climate of repression
and insecurity prevailing in the country, which favours terrorism by
paramilitary groups and enables it to be engaged in-with impunity,

"Deeply shocked by the vile assassination of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Homero,
a prestigious personality, outstanding for his defence of the human rights of
the Salvadorian people, and by the persecution of Salvadorian figures such as
Monsignor Arturo Rivera Damas, Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese of
San Salvador,

"Gravely concerned about the unknown fate of many persons detained by the
authorities,

"Profoundly indignant at the assassination of Mr. Enrique Alvarez Cordova,
President of the Revolutionary Democratic Front of El Salvador, as well as of
five other members of the Executive Committee of that Front, perpetrated on
27 November 1980 in San Salvador,

"Considering that the supply of arms and other military assistance will
serve to aggravate the situation in that country,

"1. Expresses its deep concern at the grave violations of human rights
and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador5
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"2» Deplores the murders, disappearances sad. other violations of
human rights reported in El Salvador and requests the Salvadorian authorities
to take prompt action to curb the reprehensible activities of paramilitary
groups;

"3. "Urges the Government of El Salvador to take the necessary steps
to ensure full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in that
country and to guarantee the safety of Monsignor Arturo Rivera Damas,
Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese of San Salvador, whose life
is in danger;

"4. Appeals for a cessation of violence and for the establishment of
full respect for human rights in £11 Salvador;

"5. Calls upon Governments to refrain from the supply of arms and
other military assistance in the current circumstances;

"6. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to examine, at its
thirty-seventh session, the situation of human rights in El Salvador."

2. The situation in El Salvador was considered "by the Commission on Human Rights
at its thirty-seventh session under item 13 of the Commission's agenda, entitled
"Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any part
of the world, with particular reference to colonial and other dependent countries
and territories". After the debate on this item, the Commission adopted
resolution 32 (XXXVTI) on the violation of human rights in El Salvador. In
this resolution, the Commission requested its Chairman to appoint, -after
consultations within the Bureau, a Special Representative of the Commission
whose mandate would be bo investigate the reports about murders, abductions,
disappearances, terrorist metis and all grave violations of human rights and
fundamental freedoms which had taken place in El Salvador, based on information
from all relevant sources and to report on his findings to the Commission on
Human Rights at its thirty-eigth session. It further requested the Special
Representative of the Commission TO submit an interim report to the
General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session. The text of the resolution is
as follows:

"The Commission on Human Righ'cs,

"Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

"Conscious of its responsibility to promote and encourage respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

"Noting that all Member States have an obligation to promote-and protect
human rights and to carry out responsibilities they have undertaken under
various international human rights instruments,

"Recalling that in ibs resolution 35/'l92 of 15 December I960, the
General Assembly stated its deep concern about the serious violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador and requested the
Commission on Human Rights to examine, at its thirty-seventh session, the
situation of human rights in bhat country,
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"Deeply disturbed "by the continuing reports about murders, abductions,
disappearances, terrorist acts and all grave violations of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in El Salvador,

"Deeply alarmed by the armed clashes in SI Salvador and by the climate
of violence and insecurity prevailing in the country,

"Mindful of the rules of international law, as contained in article 3
of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949s which are applicable to armed
conflicts not of an international character and which require the parties
to the conflict to apply a minimum standard of protection of human rights
and of humane treatment,

"1. Expresses its deep concern at the grave violations of human rights
and fundamental freedoms in SI Salvador;

"2. Deplores the murders, abductions, disappearances, terrorist acts
and all grave violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms reported
in El Salvador5

"3« Galls upon all parties to bring about a peaceful settlement and
to seek an end to acts of violence in order to end the loss of lives and
the suffering of the people of El Salvador?

"4. Recalls that in its resolution 35/192 of 15 December 1980 the
General Assembly calls upon Governments to refrain from the supply of arms
and other military assistance in the current circumstances 5

"5* Urges the Government of El Salvador to take the necessary steps
to ensure full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in the country?

"6. Emphasizes that the people of El Salvador have the right, as soon
as appropriate conditions have been established, to establish a democratically
elected Government, in an atmosphere free from intimidation and terror, and to
determine their own political, economic and social future, free from outside
interference;

"J. Requests its Chairman to appoint, after consultations within the
Bureau, a Special Representative of the Commission whose mandate will be:

"(a) To investigate the reports about murders, abductions, disappearances,
terrorist acts and all grave violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms which have taken place in El Salvador, based on information from
all relevant sources 5

"(b) To make recommendations as to what steps the Commission could
take to help to secure the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
including economic, social and cultural rights 1

"(c) To report on his findings to the Commission on Human Rights at
its thirty-eighth session;

"8. Requests the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance
to the Special Representative of the Commission;
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"9. Incites the Government of SI Salvador as well as all other parties
concerned to'extend their co-operation to the Special Representative of the
Commissions

"10. Requests the Special Representative of the Commission to submit an
interim report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session;

"11* decides to continue the examination of the situation of human
rights in El Salvador with high priority at its thirty-eighth session."

3- In fulfilment of the mandate conferred on him by the Commission on Human Sights,
the Sepcial Representative submitted a preliminary report to the General Assembly
(document A/36/6O8). On 16 December 1901, the General Assembly adopted; by 68 votes
to 22 with 53 abstentions, resolution 36/155? the text of which is as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Recognizing the permanent validity of the principles enshrined in
the Charter of the United Nations and in the Urversal Declaration of Human
Rights,

"Conscious of its responsibility to promote and guarantee the maintenance
of those principles and to contribute to ensuring respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all,

"Reiterating once more that ail Member States have an obligation to
protect human rights and fundamental freedoms and to fulfil in this respect
the obligations they have undertaken through the various international
instruments in this field,

"Recalling its resolution 35/192 of 15 December I960, in which, among
other things, ib expressed deep concern for violations of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in El Salvador, especially in view of the death of
thousands of people and the climate of repression and insecurity which
prevailed in that country and deplored the assassinations, disappearances
and other serious violations of human rights in El Salvadors

"Reiterating the appeal made by the General Assembly in that resolution
for the cessation of violence and the re-establishment of full respect for
human rights in El Salvador and for Governments of all States to refrain from
supplying arms and lending other forms of military assistance in the current
circumstances,

"Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolution 32 (XXXYIl) of
11 March 1981, approved by the Economic and Social Council in May 1901? which
notes the persistence of the climate of violence and insecurity which prevails
in El Salvador,

"Endorsing the appeal to the Salvadorian parties involved, made by the
Commission on Human Rights in its resolution 32 (XXXVIl), to arrive at a
peaceful settlement and pub an end to violence in order to prevent further
loss of lives and alleviate the suffering of the people of El Salvador,
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"Taking note of resolution 10 (XXXIY) adopted by the Sub-Commission on
the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection of Minorities, which
states that only respect for article 25 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Eights will assure to the Salvadorian nation, through
the participation of all its political forces, the full exercise of its
fundamental rights in establishing a democratically elected government,
but also notes that at the present time these conditions do not exist in
El Salvador,

"Having studied the interim report on the situation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in El Salvador prepared by the Special Representative
appointed by the Commission on Human Rights, which confirms the seriousness
of the situation prevailing in 31 Salvador and, among other things, provides
evidence on the general attitude of passiveness and inactivity of the present
Salvadorian authorities with respect to the constant human rights violations
in that country,

"Hoting that the sitviation in El Salvador, as clearly shown in the
interim report of the Special Representative, has its root causes in
internal political, economic and social factors,

"1. Reiterates its deep concern for the situation prevailing in
El Salvador and the suffering of the Salvadorian people,

"2, Requests once more the Salvadorian parties involved to arrive at
a negotiated political solution in order to establish, in an atmosphere free
from intimidation and terror, a democratically elected government;

"3* Deeply deplores all acts of violence and all grave violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and regrets in particular the
persistence of a situation in which governmental paramilitary organizations
and other armed groups continue to act with total contempt for the life,
security and tranquility of the civilian population!

"4. Draws the attention of all parties concerned to the fact that the
rules of international law, as contained in common article 3 °f ̂ e Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949» are applicable to armed conflicts not of an
international character and requests the parties involved to apply a minimum
standard of protection to the affected population;

"5. Reiterates its appeal to all States to abstain from intervening
in the internal situation in El Salvador and to suspend all supplies of arms
and any type of military support, so as to allow the political forces in that
country to restore peace and security?

"6. Affirms once more that it is incumbent only on the Salvadorian people
to exercise its right to determine freely its political status and freely
pursue its economic, social and cultural development and to establish the
conditions and undertake the changes most adequate to its aspirations as
a people and as a nation without external interference of any kind?

"7. Urges the Government of El Salvador to adopt the necessary measures to
ensure a full respect for the human rights of its population in all their
expressions, primarily by creating conditions which could lead to a political
solution to the present crisis through the full participation of all
representative political forces in that country.
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"8. Urges the parties concerned to co-operate and not interfere
with the activities of the humanitarian organisations which are dedicated
to alleviating the stiffering of the civilian population in El Salvador5

"9« Requests the Commission 0.1 Human Rights at its thirty-eighth session
thoroughly to examine the situation in El Salvador on the basis of the final
report of the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights;

"10. Decides to maintain under consideration, during its
thirty-seventh session, the situation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in El Salvador, in order to examine anew this situation in the
light of additional elements provided by the Commission on Human Rights
and Economic and Social Council."

4. The Special Representative submitted his final report to the Commission on
Human Rights, l/ presenting it personally to the Commission on 4 March 1982.
On 11 March 1982, the Commission adopted, by 25 votes to 5,with 13 abstentions,
resolution 1982/28, the text of which is as followsj

"Question of the violation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, with
particular reference to colonial and other dependent
reference to colonial and, other dependent countries
and territories; situation of human rights in
El Salvador

"The Commission on Human Rights,

"Recognizing the permanent validity under all circumstances of the
principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations and in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

"Reaffirming once again that all Member States have an obligation to
promote and protect human rights an fundamental freedoms and to fulfil
the obligations they have undertaken through the various international
instruments in this field,

"Determined to remain vigilant with regard to violations of human rights
wherever they occur and to take measures in order to restore respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

"Recalling that in its resolutions 35/192 of 15 December 1980 and
36/155 of 16 December 1981, the General Assembly expressed its deep concern
for the situation of human rights in SI Salvador, especially in view of the
death of thousands of people and the climate of repression and insectirity
prevailing in that country,

"Recalling also its own resolution 32 (XXXVIl) of 11 March 1981, in
which the Commission decided to appoint a Special Representative on the
situation of human rights in El Salvador,

l/ E/CN.4/1502, .Final report on the situation of human rights in El Salvador
submitted by Professor Jose Antonio Pastor Ridruê jo in discharge of the mandate
conferred by Commission resolution 32 iXXXVIl), 18 January 1982.
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"Having carefullyexamined, the? repori of bhe Special Representative,
which confirms the persistence to bhis date of murders, abductions, terrorist
acts and all grave violations of hunan rights and fundamental freedoms in
El Salvador, -oerpetraiei by governmental paramilitary organizations and other
armed groups 5

"Noting-in particular that tbs Special Representative, while noting the
difficulties currently standing "'r ti<~ rray of a normal functioning of .justice
in El Salvador, underlines the general attitude of passivity and inactivity
on the part of the present Salvadorian authorities with regard to the constant
violations of human rights in tin b country.

"Endorsing resolution 10 (lOGCIV) of the Sub-Conunission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of xiinoritics, which states that only respect
for article 2*5 of the Intcrnactonal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
will assure to the S&lvadorlan nation, through the participation of all its
political forces, the full exercise of its fundamental rights in establishing
a democratically elected government,

"Bearing in mind that the situation in El Salvador, as clearly shown in
the report of the Special Representative, has its root causes in internal
political economic and social factors, and that conditions In El Salvador
for the effective exercise of civil and oolitical rights, as contemplated
by the Sub-Ccmnission, do not exist at the present Lime,

"Reiterating its appeal to the Salvadorian parties involved, made in
its resolution 32 (XXXVJIj, to .rich a peaceful settlement and put an end
to violence in order to prevent further loss of lives and alleviate the
suffering of the people of El Salvador.

"1. Commends the Special Representative for his report on the
situation of human righto in El Salvador;,

"2. Expresses its dsepest concern at the deteriorating situation in
El Salvador, at the contlnus-. -viuj aUonu ox human rights and at the resulting
suffering of the Salvadcrian people? and regrets that the appeals for the
cessation of violence n^de ty the C-oneral Assembly, tne Commission and the
international community in g^i^-al, have not been heeded;

''3* Affirms +h-" b j.r i-< no-n+^i^z' orwy en the Salvadorian ppoplo to
exercise itc r-ignt to det^min? fr 22I" its political ststus and freely pursue
its economic, social and cultjj-al development t,nd to establish the conditions
and undertake the changes rmst adequate tc its aspirations as a people and as
a nation without direct or indirect external interference of any kind5

"4' Reiterates the appeal made by the General Assembly to the Government
of El Salvador to work together viih all representative political forces in
El Salvador towards a comprehensive negotiated political solution in order to
establish, In an atmosphere free from intimation and terror, the appropriate
conditions for the establishment of a democratically elected Government 3

"5. Draws again to th^ attention of all Salvadorian parties concerned
that the rules of inteciaationaT lav, as contained in article 3 common to the
Geneva Convention.': of 12 Ai J-US O 19̂ -9 <"-n u>e laws of Kir, ar? fpplic^ble to
armed conflicts not o^ rn -uTtcr.'-̂  lorna! character and requests all parties
to the conflict tc apply r u ir 'rvr Ttanf^rd of protection of hurran rights and
of human treatment to the olviJien T3
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"6. Recalls that in its resolution 36/155 the General Assembly
reiterated its appeal to all States to abstain from intervening in the
internal situation in El Salvador and to suspend all supplies of arms
and any type of military support, so as to allow the political forces
in that country to restore peace and security;

"7» Calls upon all Salvadorian parties concerned to co-operate fully
and not to interfere with the activities of humanitarian organizations
dedicated to alleviating the suffering of the civilian population in
El Salvador;

"8. Strongly urges the Government of 31 Salvador to take the necessary
steps to ensure full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
country;

"9« Decides to extend the mandate of the Special Representabive for
another year and requests him to present his report on further developments
in the situation of human rights in El Salvador to the General Assembly at
its thirty-seventh session and to the Commission on Human Rights at its
thirty-ninth session;

"10. Requests the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance
to the Special Representative of the CommisGion;

"11. Calls upon the Government of El Salvador as well as all other
parties to extend their co-operation to the Special Representative of the
Commission;

. Decides to consider the question of human rights in El Salvador
at its thirty-ninth session as a matter of high priority."

5. In fulfilment of the mandate contained in the above-mentioned resolution
of the Commission on Human Rights, the Special Representative submitted his
interim report to the General Assembly 2/' ard presented it personally to the
Third Committee on 29 November 1982.

6. On 17 December 1982, the General Assembly adopted resolution 37/185» the
text of which is as follows:

"Situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms
in El Salvador

"The General Assembly,

"Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

"Conscious of its responsibility in all circumstances to promote and
encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

2/ A/37/661, Interim report on the Situation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in El Salvador, submitted to the General Assembly by Professor Jose
Antonio Pastor Ridruejo in fulfilment of the mandate conferred under Commission
on Human Rights resolution 1982/28, 22 November 1982.
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"Reiterating that the Governments of all Member States have an
obligation to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms
and to carry out responsibilities they have undertaken under various
international human rights instruments,

"Determined to remain vigilant with regard to violations of human
rights wherever they occur and to take measures in order to restore respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms,

"Recalling that in its resolution 35/192 of 1.5 December 1980 and 3<S/l55
of '6 December 1901, it expressed its deep concern for the situation of
human rights in SI Salvador, especially in view of the death of thousands
of people, the climate of violence and insecurity prevailing in that country,
and the impurity of paramilitary forces and other armed groups,

"Bearing in mind Human Sights Commission resolution 32 (XXXVIl) of
11 March 1981? in which the Commission decided to appoint a Special
Representative on the situation of human rights in El Salvador, and
1982/28 of 11 March 1982, whereby it extended the mandate of the Special
Representative for another year and requested hire to report i.a. to the
General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session,

"Taking note of resolutions 10 (XXXIV) and 1982/26 of the Sub-Commission
on the elimination of all forms of discrimination and the protection of
minorities,

"Taking note with grave concern of the interim report by the Special
Representative, which confirms the unabated continuation of a climate of
violence and insecurity in El Salvador with armed clashes, acts of terrorism
and unbridled, large scale and grave violations of human rights, as well as
the failure of the judiciary to fulfil its duties to uphold the rule of law,

"Observing that the slctions in El Salvador, as they were held last
March, have not led to the cessation of violence or to any improvement in
the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in that country,

"1. Expressed its deepest concern at the continued and unbridled
violations of human rights and at the resulting suffering of the Salvadorian
people, and regrets that the appeals for the cessation of violence made by
the General Assembly, the Human Rights Commission and the international
community in general, have not been heeded;

"2. Draws again the attention of all Salvadorian parties concerned
that the rules of international law, as contained in article 5 common to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 on the laws of war, are applicable to
armed conflicts not of an international character and requests all parties
to the conflicts to apply a minimum standard of protection of human rights and
of human treatment to the civilian population;

"3. Notes that the situation in El Salvador, as clearly shown in the
report of the Special Representative, has its root causes in internal
political economic and social factors, and that conditions in El Salvador
for the effective exercise of civil and political rights do not exist at the
present time;
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"4» Reaffirms the right of the Salvadorian people to freely determine
their political, economic and social future without interference from outside,
and to establish a democraticallj'" elected Government, in an atmosphere free
from intimidation and terror allowing full and unrestricted popular
participation?

"5* Regrets that the Government of El Salvador has not responded to
suggestions to initiate, through available channels, contacts to negotiate
a peaceful settlement with all representative political forces in that
country5

"6. Calls again upon the parties in El Salvador to seek an end to all
acts of violence in order to end the loss of lives and the suffering of the
people of El Salvador;

"7. Reiterates its appeal to the Government and other political forces
in El Salvador to work together towards a comprehensive negotiated political
solution in order to bring about a peaceful settlement and appropriate
conditions for the establishment of a Government through free and unhampered
elections, in an atmosphere free from intimidation and terror;

"8. Reiterates its appeal to all States to abstain from intervening
in the internal situation in El Salvador and to suspend all supplies of arms
and any type of military assistance, so as to allow the political forces in
that country to restore peace and security and to allow the establishment of
a democratic system?

"9. S fcrongly urges the Government of 131 Salvador to fulfil its
obligations towards its citizens and to assume its international responsibilities
in this regard by taking the necessary steps to ensure that human rights and
fundamental freedoms are fully respected by all its agencies, including its
security forces, and other armed organizations operating under its authority
or with its permission?

"10. Further urges the judiciary in El Salvador to assume their
obligation to uphold the rule of law and to prosecute and to punish those
found responsible for assassinations, aots of torture and of other forms of
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment;

"11. Reiterates its call upon all Savadorian parties concerned to
co-operate fully and not to interfere with the activities of humanitarian
organizations dedicated to alleviating the suffering of the civilian
population, wherever these organizations operate in El Salvador;

"12. Calls again upon the Government of 21 Salvador as well as all
other parties concerned to continue to extend their co-operation to the
Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights;

"13. Requests the Commission on Human Rights at its thirty-ninth session
to continue to examine, as a matter of high priority, the situation in
El Salvador on the basis of the report of the Special Representative of the
Commission on Human Rights;

"14. Decides to maintain under consideration, during its
thirty-eighth session, the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms
in El Salvador, in order to examine anew this situation in the light of
additional elements provided by the Commission on Human Rights and the
Economic and Social Council."
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7. In view of the fact that in his previous report to the Commission the
Special Representative referred to the human rights situation in El Salvador
during the last quarter of 1979 and the whole of the years 1980 and 1981» this
report will deal primarily with the situation prevailing in 1982. The Special
Representative wishes to point out, however, that there is a natural continuity
between his last report and the present one, which should therefore "be considered
in the light of the earlier report.

8. In drafting this report, the Special Representative used information
furnished by the Government of El Salvador and other Governments, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations, and other pertinent information concerning the
situation of human rights in El Salvador.

9. The Special Representative considered that the continuation of the co-operation
given him by the Government of El Salvador in 1981 would also be of great importance
to him in carrying out his mandate. The United Nations Centre for Human Rights
therefore sought from the Government of El Salvador, through the Ambassador heading
that country's Permanent Mission at Geneva, authorization for the Special
Representative to visit El Salvador again. On 4 August 1982 the Special
Representative was informed that the Government of El Salvador was granting
that authorization, although the visit was not considered official because
the Government still had reservations of a legal nature concerning his mandate.

10. The Special Representative considers it his duty to state that the co-operation
given by the Government of El Salvador has been full and open, both as regards
the information supplied to him by the Ambassador to the international organizations
at Geneva, and as concerns the facilities and freedom of action accorded him during
his visit to the country, the information he was able to obtain, and the frankness
of the conversations he had with highly-placed Government authorities. The Special
Representative greatly appreciates this co-operation and takes it as a sign of the
anxiety of the highest governmental levels in El Salvador to improve the situation
concerning human rights of all kinds.

11. In fact, in his interviews with the authorities of the Republic of El Salvador
during the third week of September 1982, the Special Representative noted a clear
desire gradually to improve respect for human rights of all kinds in that country.
The full and open co-operation of the Government in the implementation of the
Special Representative's mandate, the assistance and facilities accorded during
his visit to the country, the co-operation extended to the United Nations Working
Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, *J the establishment of a Human
Rights Commission under the Apaneca Pack, and the efforts to give impetus to the
activity of the judiciary are some of the signs of that desire. The Special
Representative is also acquainted with the letter sent on 50 September 1982 to
the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights by the
Ambassador of El Salvador to the Organization of American States (OAS), inviting
that Commission to carry out an on-the-spot investigation. The invitation was
reiterated in the statement made in the General Assembly of OAS by the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of El Salvador on 17 November 1982. 4/ The Special Representative

^/ Letter of 1 December 1982 from Viscount Colville of Culross, Chairman of
the Group, addressed to the Ambassador of El Salvador to the United Nations Office
at Geneva expressing appreciation for the co-operation.

4/ Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador; Boletfh Informativo para il
Servicio Exterior, No. 28, 1 December 1982.
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has pleasure in reporting this concern for human rights shown by the Government of
El Salvador and fervently hopes that it will be effectively translated into practice
as soon as possible, particularly with regard to the basic right of human beings -
the right to life.

12. The Special Representative arrived in El Salvador on the afternoon of
Sunday, 19 September, and remained in the country until the morning of Saturday,
25 September. During his stay in the country, the Special Representative had
interviews with the folliwing authorities: the President of the Republic,
His Excellency Mr. Alvaro Magana; the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Fidel Chavez Mena; the Minister of Defence, General Jose Guillermo Garcia|
the Minister of Justice, Mr. Ramiro Arturo Mendez Azahar; the Minister of the
Interior, Mr. Manuel Lopez Sermenoj the President of the Central Council for
Elections, Mr. Jorge Bustamante; the Vice-President of the Constituent Assembly,
Mr. Hugo Carrillo; the Attorney-General of the Republic, Mr. Mario Adalberto Rivera,
the Deputy Director of the Salvadorian Institute for Agrarian Reform,
Mr. Gonzalo Martinez Menendezi the Director of the National Police,
Colonel Carlos Reynaldo Lopez Nuilla; and the Director of the Rural Police,
Colonel Francisco Antonio Moran.

13. In San Salvador, the Special Representative also had interviews with the
Apostolic Administrator, Mgr. Rivera y Damas, and with the representative of the
National Association of Private Enterpreneurs (ANEP), Mr. Juan Vincente Maldonaldo.
He also interviewed members of trade union organizations affiliated to the
People's Democratic Union (UPD), including Mr. Alberto Albanenga Singueza,
Mr. Jorge Camacho, Mr. Mario Espinoza and others. He had an interview with the
President of the Salvadorian Red Cross, Mr. Ricardo Lopez, and lastly, he had
conversations with diplomats accredited in El Salvador and with a number of
Salvadorian private citizens.

14. During his stay in the country the Special Representative had the opportunity
to visit the Mariona Prison, where he conversed freely with the leaders of COPPES
(Committee on Political Prisoners of El Salvador) and other political prisoners not
affiliated to that body. He also visited the detention cells of the headquarters
of the Rural Police and of the National Police, both of them in San Salvador, where
he was able to interview political prisoners freely.

15. In Mexico City, the Special Representative of El Salvador had interviews
with representatives of the Human Rights Commission (non-governmental);
representatives of ANDES (National Association of Salvadorian Teachers)5
representatives of the Federation of Rural Workers ; representatives of the
Committee of Mothers and Relatives of Persons Detained, Missing or Murdered for
Political Reasons in El Salvador; Mr. Luis Alonso Gdmez Mena, a former political
prisoner; Mr. Jose Antonio Morales Carbonell and Mr. Juan Jose Garcia Canas,
former political prisoners; Mrs. Ana Maria Rumayor, widow of the Dutch journalist
Jocobo Kolster; and Mr. Jorge Pinto, former director of the San Salvador newspaper,
El Independiente. In New York, the Special Representative had interviews with
Mr. Guillermo Ungo, President of the Revolutionary Democratic Front (FDR) and with
Mr. Rafael Moreno, representative of the Political and Diplomatic Commission of
the FDR-FMLN. In Washington, he interviewed Mrs. Ingrid Escapini, of the
National Revolutionary Movement of El Salvador. Elsewhere, the Special
Representative had conversations with Mr. Roberto Cuellar of Legal Aid and
Mrs. Garcia Tillas of the Human Rights Commission of El Salvador. The
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The Special Representative thanks these bodies and persons for their co-operation
and wishes to stress the value of that co-operation and of the interest shown
in respect for hunan rights in El Salvador.

16. After the interim report had been drafted, the S-oecial Representative
held interviews in Madrid with Mr. Alejandro Gomez Yides, TJnder-Secretary of
the Ministry of Foreign Affair? of HI Salvador, and in New York with
Mr. Rafael Moreno, representative of the Political and Diplomatic Commission
of the FDR-FMM. He also had coversations in Hew York with various delegations
of States Members of the General Assembly of the United Nations.
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I. INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL LOGAL RULES APPLICABLE IN
E"L SAIALIDOPL ZJ rPI2 YATT2R 0? IfJUoLT LIGHTS

17„ In his previous report to the Commission on Human Rights 5/ the Special
Representative enumerated the international and national legal rules applicable in
El Salvador in the matter of human rights. The information received regarding the
main changes in these rules is set out t>elow.

18. As mentioned in tne previous report, 6/ the curfew was lifted in El Salvador on
15 October 1981. The stats of si 2/56 or suspension of constitutional guarantees tfas
lifted during the elections 7/ but decreed for a furtnar 30 days from
20 April 1982 8/ and extended successively £roa then on. 9/

19. At its meeting on 26 April I?o2 the Constituent Assemoly recently elected in
El Salvador adopted Decree Ho. 3 vmich provided that the Constitution of 1962 should
remain in forca, with certain amendments, until tns new Constitution is promulgated.
Jnder that Decree, the Constituent Assembly fully assumes normal legislative
functions, and. the validity of the legislative, administrative and judicial acts
performed under the previous regime is recognized. 10/

20. On 18 May 1982, the Constituent Assembly approved Legislative Decree No. 6 11/
which temporarily suspended the application of Daona No. 207 of tnc Revolutionary
Government Junta. Suosequently, Dec^oj No. fc> was sutnentieally interpreted by
Decree No. 11 of the Constituent Assenoly, 12/ as will ba described in section III of
this report.

21. The Soecial Representative feels :,hat it would be useful to mention at this point
the Handbook on normal operative procedur^f^j^jjnter-s^ugv-jrsive actions undertaken
by tne National Police 13/ which he referred to in his previous report. 14/ A

5/ E/CW.4/1502, op, cit.

6/ .Ibid.

V 'rhe, Tiraes> 3° "Pril 1932.
Oficiai del Gobierr.o do El Salvador, No. 71, "Decree Xo. 1O89J,

San Salvador, 20 April 1982.

£/ Ibid., No. 92. Decree Wo. f, 20 ,-lav 1982; No. 113, Decree »o. 24f 18 t'une 1982;
No. 118, Decree No. 2-jj 28 June 1982, 4o. 1A0, Decree No. 44. 28 July 1982 and
subsequent decrees of the Constitueno /Issenbly.

10/ IbiJ., No. 73, 26 April 1982; ElDiario do Hoy, San Salvador, 27 April i982.

11/ Diario 0ficic.l; O£^_£it- » AI°» 94, 24 'lay I?82.

12/ Ibia.- :;o. 98, 28 lay 1932.

1J5/ Armed Forces of 2J Salvador, National PoJico, Gu^a^de Proc3dimiento
Operativo Normal de las Acciores ContrasuD^ersivas quo roalice la Policfa Macional,
1 rfarch 1980, revised version 23 Septeuiber 1980, rsvi'jad /er&ion 10 March 1982, p. 1.

Ill E/CN.4/1502, para. 26.
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revised version of tha handbook was issued on 10 March 1982 and reiterates that one
of the prime objectives of the operations carried out by the National Police is that
of "ensuring respect for the laws, moral principles and the inviolability of
human rights". The Special Representative also wishes to draw attention to the
instructions issued in October 1982 by General Jose Guillerrao Garcia, Minister of
Defence, that all members of the armed and security forces must respect human rights
and must not commit abuses of authority for any reason. 15/

5 Information bulletin of the Government of El Salvador. Seinform
8 October 1982.
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IJ. CURRENT POLITICAL SITUA [TOM IN THE
RrP'.'BITC Or Li, SAJV'ADO*

22. In his final "eport to cha Commission on Hu.aan Rights of 18 January 1?32, In/
tne Soecial Representative oescribed tne "lain events .vhich shaped the political
situation in the Republic of El Salvador during .1979, 1$?P and 19^1. With respect
to 1982, as has been genera]I/ reported, the situation of armed confrontation and
widespread violence in thf- country has continue J,

23. A political event cf prime irrpcv'ciAC? was *"he holding of the planned elections
to the Constituent Asset bly or ?3 hircn I?£2. In his previous report tna Special
Representative referred to the plan for these elections, and made some comments on
the conditions for holding then. _17/

24. According to che Permanent fission of 31 Salvador to th? United Nations at
Geneva, 18/ l!the elect j ens were, ob^er/ed ^y delegations from governments and
international organisations, as well as by representatives of electoral bodies,
trade union, civic and political organizations, representatives of the International
Federation of Human Rights, members of the European Parliament and specially invited
political figures", Tha following information concerning tne nationality and number
of visiting observers is gi*ren in tne sano docunerb: "Venezuela, 24 persons;
United Kingdom. 2 persons; Honduras, 10 parsons; Colombia, *1 persons; Panama,
7 persons; Guatemala, 7 persons, China, 2 persons; Federal Republic of Germany,
10 persons; Argentina, 2 persons; Uruguay, 2 persons; United States, 34 persons;
Paraguay, 5 persons; Brazil, 2 persona, Antigua and Barbuda, 2 persons;
Dominican Republic. ~'j persons; Italy, 7 persons; Belgium, 1 person; Chile, 4 persons
Peru, 9 persons; Jamaica, 1 person; Mexico, 3 persons; New Zealand, 1 person;
Spain, 4 persons; _>ustria. 1 person; Canada, 4 persons; Costa Rica, 7 persons;
Japan, 2 parsons; Sgvpt, 1 person; france 2 persons''. The document also mentions
"the presence of the Organization of Anerican States", and add? tnat ''in all,
742 journalists covered the event1, Ihe Soeclal Representative notes the various
reactions to the elections,

25- According to reports which appeared in the international press, 19/ on the day
of the elections, at least ]8 persons Jiea as a rssult of tne attacks launched by
the guerrilla movement in che Mejicanos, San Antonio Abad, Cuzcatancingo and Apopa
suburbs of the capital. The guerrillas arc- also said to have carried out harassment
in the towns of Usulatan, San Vicente and Sail Francisco Gotera, as a resu.lt of which
there was no public cranspcrt in the eastern part of VI Salvador. According to tne
same source, at some pjllmg stations ii San Salvador the lino of voters stretched
for over half a mile, while sporadic shots: and explosions were heard and bombs exploded
near two markets. rphe same sourci? also reported ,-.hat vcting was suspended at Apopa,
some 17 km from San Salvador, and tnat apparently the fiercest fighting occurred in
Usulatan, 66 miles south-east of San Salvador. Seine shooting was also reported in
San Miguel, the largest to^n in eastern El Salvador.

16/ E/CN

17/ Ibid_., paros. 132-136

13/ Information bulletin of tbs Guvcrnmsnt cf Kl Salvador, ̂ £in£orm, "El proceso

Celectoral en SI Salvador1'. I Ao-il 1?C>2, ^acr- available to the Special Representative
by the Permanent Muv'cn of El Galv^doi' co Vn^ UnJtaa Nation? ah Geneva.
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26. The official results given by the Central Council for Elections have been
transmitted to the Centre for Human Rights by the Permanent Mission of El Salvador
at Geneva. They are as follows: total number of valid votes: 1,362,359; spoiled
ballots: 131,490: abstentions: 51,438; contested ballots: 5,412. 20/ The
Christian Democratic Party obtained A0.7 per cent of the votes and won 24 of the total
of 60 seats in the Assembly: the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) obtained
29.8 per cent of the votes and won 19 seats; the National Conciliation Party (PCN)
obtained 18.3 per cent of the votes, winning 14 seats; the Democratic Action Party
won 7-7 per cent of the votes and two seats; and the other two parties received the
regaining 3.5 per cent of the votes. According to the information provided by the
Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the United Nations at Geneva, the Salvadorian
People's Party won one seat. 21/

27. As was reported in the world press, 22/ on Thursday, 22 April
Major Roberto D'Aubuisson, leader of the ARENA party, was elected President of the
Constituent Assembly. He obtained 36 of the ~j9 votes of the parties considered to be
more right wing; 22 of the 24 members of the Christian Democratic Party voted against,
and 2 abstained.

28. At the end of April 1982, 23/ Mr. Alvaro Magana, Director of the Banco Hipotecario,
was elected Provisional President of El Salvador by the Constituent Assembly by a vote
of 36 in favour, 17 against and 7 abstentions. Three Vice-presidents took office with
Mr. Magana: Mr. Raul Molina Martinez, of the National Conciliation Party;
Mr. Mauricio Gutierrez Castro, of ARENA; and Mr. Pablo Mauricio Albergue, of the
Christian Democratic Party. 24/ In early May 1982 the formation of the new Government
was announced, composed as follows: four Ministers ~ those for Foreign Affairs,
Labour, Education and Planning - from V.ie Christian Democratic Party; four Ministers -
those for Economic Affairs, Foreign Trade, Agriculture and Public Health - from the
ARENA party; and three Ministers ~ those for Justice, Public Works and the Office of
the President - from the National Conciliation Party. The President himself appointed
the Ministers of the Interior and of Finance, and decided that General Jose Guillermo
Garcia should continue as Minister of Defence. 23/

29. On 3 August 1982, the President of the Republic and the leaders of four political
parties signed the "Apaneca Pact" adopting the basic Government platform. The platform
"establishes the basic principles of the Government of National Unity, summed up in the
following objectives: pacification, democratization, full respect for human rights,
economic recovery, consolidation of reforms, confidence-building and international
security and reinforcement". The Apaneca Pact recognized the need to set up a

20/ Central Council for Elections, San Salvador, Cifras Oficiales del Consejo
Central de Elecciones sobre Slecciones, 14 April 1982, p. 1.

21/ Information bulletin of the Government of El Salvador, op.cit.

22/ Le Monde, The Guardian and International Herald Tribune, 24 April 1982.

23/ Newsweek and International Herald Tribune, 3 May 1982.

24/ International Herald Tribune, 4 May 1982.

25/ The Guardian and International Herald Tribune, 6 May 1982.
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Political Commission, a Pt-ice Commission ana a Human Rights Commission. 26/ The
Minister for Fo >eign Affairs fully informed the .Special Representative of the
significance of .the Apaneca uaot ana oarticularly of oho agreemc-nt to set up the
Human Rights Commission, art agreement wmich reflects tht, determination of the
country's authorities to inprove th>.- hunan rights situation.

30. According to subsequent pre&s reports. TJJ OP 2 loce.rber 1982 the -resident of
the Republic appointed the s=ven nepers of t.ic ^uman Rie-^ts Commission set up
under the Apaneca Pact. Tht.se wer?: Colon&I Lopts Nuiila, Director of the National
Police; Monsignor rreddv Oeigado, of the iioces.i of Ul Salvador;
Mr. Cristobal Aleman Alas, a member of the Ctnocrr.Mc .-uople's Union, a peasant
organization; i*ir. Jorge Sr-iesto Campo.s, engineer; ?Jr. Mario Ruiz Velasco, lawyer
and financier; Mrs. Pier de Haria Villaecrta Ce rlasbun, lawyer; and
Mr. Manuel Lainez Mendez, iav;yer. The ssum source attributes to the President of the
Republic a statement to the effect that the Government is preoarjlng citizens' amnesty
and rehaoilitation laws for memocrs of the guerrilla forces prepared to lay down
their arms, ana the immediate es^aolishmc-nt of the Peace Commission.

51. The Special Representative has received information about the activities of the
Human Rights Commission. According co c'̂ e world press, 26_/ this Commission in
December 1982 was instrumental in obtaining tha release of a person who had been
illegally detained by the police on 2 1 Sspteiuer 1931 and since then had not been
formally charged or placed at the disposal of tiie judicial authorities. In addition,
according to information suoplied by the Government of SI Salvador, 29/ one of the
members of the Commission, Monsignor P "eddy Deigadc, said that of the J2 cases dealt
with by the Commission; six had been succcsfully concluded.

32. According to information from the Government of EJ Salvador, j[0/ the Political
Commission set up under the ,'paneca Pact has already drawn up a political time-table
in accordance with which the presidential dnc municipal elections are to be held in
1984; 28 March is given as the deadline for tie emotions.

33- However, Mr. Guillermo Ungo, President, of toe VDR, takes a very different view
of the Apaneca Pact, for he personally told the Special Representative that the "act
merely recorded tha points of ^iverg^nce among the various political parties and
sought to improve the current image of the 3a3/adorian regime.

34- -f« Guillermo Ungo and Mw. Rafael ^oran.o, a rapresentativa of the Political
and Diplomatic Commission of the FDR-FLNFM, told the Special Representative that what
was going on at present rfas "diplomatic guerrilla ua^fare". by v/hich they meant that
tne various proposals put forward by che opposition for dialogue and negotiation with
the Government of S3 Salvador, vniie apparencly be.in& /joicomed by the Government,
never actually came to anytning, with th>~ result that tne genuine pacification of
the country was teing put off.

26/ Statement issued by tne Information '2weac of tnt Office of tne President
of tne Republic, San Salvador, el Ssl^idcr, d&tta 2'J and 26 Aufust 1962.

£2/ ''ev 'ior'< Tines, 3 Lacei-ber 1?^2.

29 -; Information bulletin. Seinforn. _£ January 1J&3.

30/ Ibid., 30 September 1982,



35- According to a document dated 5 October 19o<, 31/ the Revolutionary Democratic
F.'ont (FDR) and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (TMLM) proposed the
initiation of an unconditional direct dialogue with the Executive of El Salvador,
the Constituent Assembly and the armed forces "with a view to finding ways of
establishing peace and social justice in El Salvador and contributing to detente in
the Central American region". The document goes on to suggest that a "good offices
group" should be set no to organize and pave the way for such a dialogue, which should
be held in tho presence of reliable witnesses. The world press J52/ recorded the news
of the proposals, According to the same source, 33_/ however, Mr. D'Aubuisson,
President of the Constituent Assembly of El Salvador, said that he would never allow
discussions with criminal grouos, while the Archbishop, Consignor Rivera y Damas,
described the proposal as timely and-the Christian Democrat Party said it would be
prepared to take part in the negotiations.

36. At the end of December 1932, President Magana called on ail the members of the
Cabinet to resign so that it could b« reorganized and fresh impetus given to government
activity. 34/ All the Ministers and Undersecretaries complied by offering their
resignation, and following the relevant consultations, the President appointed a new
Foreign Trade Minister, Under-Secretary for Culture, Youth and Sport, and
Under-Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-breeding; he did not accopt the resignations
of the other members of the Cabinet. 35/

37- Early in January 1983? Lieutenant-Colonel Cohoa Perez, Military Commander of the
Department of Cabanas refused to obey an order from the President of the Republic and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces appointing him military attache in the
Embassy of El Salvador in Uruguay. 36/ Referring to these events,
Gsneral Jose Guillermo Garcia, Minister of Defence, stated that the only official who
could ask him tc resign was tho President of the Republic and Commander-in-Chitf of
the armed forces, and that '"manipulation by certain political leaders was apparent'1 37/
in the course events had taken. Finally, Lieutenant-Colonel Ochoa agreed to resign
his post, 38/ although he WKS sent not to Uruguay but to Washington as delegate to
the Inter-Americar. Defence Board. 39/

31/ Proposal for a dialogue between the FDR and the FMLN, El Salvador,
5 October 1982.

32/ El ?a£s. 26 and 27 October 1932: The Guardian and Le Monde, 27 October 1982.

33/ El Pais, International Herald Tribune ana Le Monde, 28 October 1982.

34/ El Pais, 2% December 1982.

35/ Information bulletin of the Government cf El Salvador, Seinform,
4 January 1983.

56/ Le Monde and The Guardian, 1 January 1983, International Herald Tribune,
8 and 9 January 1983.

57/ Information buJletin of the Government of El Salvador, Seinforn,
11 January 1983.

58/ El Pais, 13 January 1363.

39/ Journal de Geneve, 14 January 19S3.
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III. SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE EXERCISE OF ECONOMIC,
SOCIAL AW) CULTURAL RIGHTS IN EL SALVADOR

38. In his previous report to the Commission on Human Rights, ̂ 0/ the Special
Representative assembled a variety of information on the situation with respect to
economic, social and cultural rights in El Salvador, and in this report he would
like to add the following.

39. According to document E/1982/75 of the Economic and Social Council of
19 May 1982, 41/ there was a negative growth of 9-5 VeT cent in El Salvador
in 1981, due, among other thing?, to "internal factors, especially those deriving
from continued and widespread civil strife". On the other hand, according to the
same source, there was a considerable decline in inflation, from 19 per cent to
12 per cent.

40. As the ECLA survey 42/ states, the severe crisia in which the country is
plunged has caused, among other things, such extensive physical damage that its
effects will last at least throughout the medium term and perhaps longer. The
survey adds that "although it is too early to calculate exactly the financial cost
of economic reactivation and recovery, and the restoration of the road, power
communications and transport infrastructure, and in general the restoration of
production capacity and housing, it must amount to hundreds of millions of dollars
"by any eetimate". The survey also states that "once again internal factors -
primarily the armed strife - and external factors combined to produce fche critical
economic situation".

41. With regard more specifically to employment and unemployment trends, the
survey states that "some partial data confirm the increasing decline in employment
levels. The above-mentioned survey by the Chamber of Industry and Commerce of
El Salvador indicates that between January 1980 and August I98I employment fell
by 27 per cent in manufacturing branches, 56 pe*" cent in construction, 25 per cent
in trade, 33 P©^ cent in transport and 16 per cent in other services. This partial
information refers basically to the situation in the towns, where unemployment
figures were perhaps higher than in rural areas".

42. In his previous report, the Special Representative referred ei some length
to the agrarian reform undertaken by the Revolutionary Government Junta. 43/
The agrarian reform comprised three phases, concerning each of which the Special
Representative now wishes to add the following information.

43* With regard to the first phase, affecting farms of over 500 hectares, the
competent authorities of the Republic of El Salvador informed the Special
Representative during his visit to the country that implementation of that phase
was continuing despice the financial and other difficulties which had arisen.

4/ E/CN.4/1502, op.cit.

4l/ United Nations, Economic and Social Council, Economic survey of Latin
America. 1981, Summary, E/1982/75, 19 May 1982.

42/ United Nations, Economic and Social Council, Economic Commission for
Latin America, El Salvador, Notas para el Estudio Economico de America Latina.
1981, (E/CEPAL/MEX/1982/L.22, 4 June 1982) pp. 1, 3, 24 and 25.

45/ E/CN.4/1502, op.cit.



D/CF.A/1993/20
page 21

Thus, 287 peasant co-operatives are managing expropriated farms on which
7 per cent of the rural population are working and living, and the National Bank
for Agricultural Development is granting credit to those co-operatives for the
agricultural year 1982/1983- In addition, according to the international press, 44/
on 27 July 1982 12 peasant co-operatives with a total membership of 10,000 persons
received deeds of ownership of expropriated farms under the first phase of the
reform, a total of 107 claims having been approved.

44- The second phase of the land reform affects farms of over IOC or 150 hectares -
depending on the quality of the land-but less than 500 hectares. According to
the explanations given to the Special Representative in El Salvador by the
competent authorities, its implementation has been postponed on account of the'
widespread violence, the lack of skilled personnel to provide the potential
beneficiaries with the necessary technical assistance, the severe economic crisis
through which the country is passing and the lack of capital to pay compensation
to landowners. Nevertheless, nearly 100 farms have been voluntarily offered for
sale to the Salvadorian Agrarian Reform Institute, which has so far bought 64 of
them, incorporating them in the process of implementation of the first phase.

45- The third phase of the agrarian reform is set out in Decree No- 207 of
18 April 1980 of the Revolutionary'Government Junta and affects farms subject to the
land-leasing and share-cropping system. With regard to this phase, the
Constituent Assembly on 18 May 1982 adopted Decree No. 6 which instituted a
temporary suspension of Decree No. 207. Subsequently, however, the Constituent
Assembly issued a Decree giving an authoritative interpretation of Decree No. 6,
which indicated that the latter provided for the temporary suspension of
Decree No. 207 only for the duration of the cycles of cultivation of cotton,
sugarcane and cereals and cattle-raising activities, that the rights stemming
from the leases had to be respected, and that when Decree No. 6 came into force
the rights of the beneficiaries of Decree No. 207 of the Revolutionary Government
Junta would be recognized. 45/ The Special Representative has been informed that
on 9 June 1982 the President of the Republic delivered final deeds of ownership
to former tenant-holders in the Department of San Salvador; that on 5 June in
the town of Usulata'n he handed over deeds of ownership to peasants of 18 communities
in that department; that on Thursday 17 June Vice-President Molina
and other officials delivered deeds of ownership in the town of Union; and that
these deliveries of deeds are part of a plan for the transfer of 800 titles of
ownership, 100 of them final and 700 provisional. 46/ According to information
supplied by the Government in January 198?> "the Financiera Nacional de Tierras
Agrfcolas (Na.tional Financing Office for Agricultural Land - STNATA) will deliver
in the course-of the year 9»000 permanent deeds of ownership to peasants under
Decree No. 207. The peasants benefiting from this aspect of the agrarian reform
have easy access to credit. For the same purpose, a plan will be implemented with
the Ba.nco de Fomento Agropecuarid for the purpose of granting loans to more -than

44/ International Herald Tribune, 29 July 1982; The Times, 24 and 29 July 1982,

45/ Document of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, Department of
Foreign Policy, circular No. 225 of 30 June 1982, made available to the
Centre for Human'Rights by the Permanent Mission of El Salvador in Geneva.

46/ Ibid.
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13,000 peasants, either individually or as members of co-operatives or
solidarity groups. This plan will come into force in the first fortnight
of March. 47/

46. However, the Special Representative has also received different reports,
as well as criticisms of the present state of the agrarian reform in El Salvador.
In Martin Diskin's recent stud$ 48/ the following comments are made:

"The resulting situation reflects a serious lack of planning.
The rapid ini t ial act of intervention led to the formation of co-operatives
whose new leadership did not reflect the working population prior to
intervention. Farm managers, overseers, mechanics, and even book-keepers
are overrepresented on many co-operatives. Had the physical intervention
been done quickly, as i t was, but with a period allowed for the formation
of a co-operative directorate chosen fco be more representative, the
subsequent operation of the enterprise might have gone more smoothly. The
slow pace of the t i t l ing, compounded by the constant difficulty in
receiving credit, supplies and extension services, has lowered output and
efficiency on many phase 1 farms. The chilling effect of violence,
which is known to the military and the police and often perpetrated by them,
has further impeded the implementation of this phase. A l i s t of
184 murders committed between March and October 1980 was made public by
Rodolfo Viera, the head of ISTA, who was himself assassinated in
January 1981. Aside from 50 killings labelled unknown, they were ail
committed by military, security forces or the paramilitary.

"By using the quantitative results from the monthly reports, we may say
that the inp?ct of the reform lies bpen as follows. All the land in pht so 1 -
about 15 per c<=>nt of El Salvador's f?rm land-has been oxproprietptf, benefiting
perhaps 25jOCO families. Only seven co-operatives have been issued t i t l e s .

"In terms of production, 12.8 per cent of El Salvador's coffee-
producing land, 38.2 per cent of the cotton land and 53*4 per cent of
the sugar acreage were contained in phase 1."

47- Again with regard to the first phase of the land reform, Professor Roy L.
Prosterman has said 49/ the following; "It may be said that the legal status
of phase I has not changed . . . but i t s practical status has, I believe, changed
adversely, as a result of the appointment of hostile administrators, and the
apparently widespread dismissal of favourably-disposed officials, non-granting
of credit to many co-ops and weakening of important support services".

f[/ Government of El Salvador, Information bulletin, Seinform, No. 11,
13 January 1983-

48/ Diskin, Martin, contained in El Salvador land reform 1980-1981,
Impact audit, "1982 Supplement", (OXFAM America, Boston, Massachusetts, 1982),
pp. 30-32.

49/ Prepared statement of Roy L. Prosterman, Professor of Law, University
of Washington, before the Sub—Committee on Inter-American -Affairs to the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 3 August 1982, p. 19.
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48. With regard to the second phase of the land reform, Martin Diskin has said; J5O/

"The second phase of the reform, long held in suspension, has now been
legally extinguished oy the Constituent Assembly elected in March. In
addition to the real administrative and technical problems of implementation,
it has been subjected to a constant barrage of criticism from those who stand
to lose most from ib. These people are now a dominant force in the
Government and they have succeeded in undoing the single most important phase
of the entire reform",

49 • With regard to the third phase of the land reform in 31 Salvador,
Martin Diskin has written the following: 51/

"The 'Land-to-the-tiller programme", though flawed in concept, might
at least have given P, message to some of the poorest of the rural population.
With even the distant promise of p land title, smallholders could "begin to
use their own creativity to devise ways to improve their lot with government
financial and technical help. Now even that pronise has succumbed to
violence, intimidation, corruption, and most recently, to Decree No. 6,
'approved by the Assembly upon the initiative of the President of the
Republic'."

50. Also in relation to the third phase of the land reform, the Special
Representative read in s San Salvador newspaper 52/ a communique from the
Christian Democrat party stating: "From the day after the elections, from
28 March to date, more than 7,000 beneficiaries undei Decree No. 207 have been
dispossessed by ex-owners, with uninhibited use of force and intimidation and
absolute disregard for laws and authorities". Further information is supplied
by The New York Times, *gj which says thai according to the Democratic People's Union,
a federation of peasants' rn& workers' organizations aligned with the Christian
Democrats, 9>6OO peasant families have bee^ dispossessed of the land they had
rented since the Assembly began to dismantle tho agrarian reform programme, and
a further 60,000 families have been threatened with dispossession.

51. Lastly, a working paper published >y the Cathrlic University of El Salvador,
which gives an overall assessment of the current process of reform.3 in El Salvador -
land, banking and foreign trade reforms, stnt^s that "the reform programme decreed
in 1980 seems to have encountered its first failure as a result oZ it? lack of
breadth and depth", adding that "the lack of depth and breadth of the reforms is
not only understandable but in fact seems inevitable, seeing how many powerful
forces there were waiting to frustrate the positive possibilities of the process".
To conclude, the report states: "These conclusions do not represent any attempt
to underestimate the importance of the thrpe reforms planned: they ore certainly
the most ambitious changes put forward in thp country's contemporary history.
However, our analysis also leads to the conclusion that without exception the
reforms have been and still are being badly administered, deeply affected by the war
and subject to heavy pressure from the oligarchy which seeks to ensure - at this
moment - that the reforms will ultimately be and will operate in its interests".

50/ Diskin, 15.8̂ _Su£p_lemont_, op_.cii., p. 42.

Jjl/ Ibid.

52/ La Prensa Grafica, 19 Hay 1982.

52/ The New York Times, 2A i^y 1982.

54/ Catholic University of SI Salvador. Evaluacion Boondmica de las Reformes,
Documento de Traba.jo, Boletfn de Ciencieg Econdmicas y Sociales, No. 8/7/82-004*
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IV. SITUATION VITH REGARD TO IWSPCCI fOI CIVIL *>MD POLITICAL RIGHTS
IF El, SALVADOR

52. For the reasons ho explained in greater detail in his previous report to the
Commission on human Rights, _55_/ the Special ^presentative considered that in vijw
of the consistent pattern of gross violations of civil and political rights of all
kinds in El Salvador, it was inappropriate to conduct a detailed review of the
information recei red in tne light of the specific provisions of the domestic and
international le-gal instruments whicn are binding on the republic of El Salvador
in this area. tlL decided that it would be ©referable to adopt a classification
which takes into account the actual circumstances in whicn such violations take
place. This classification> which do«s not imply any rigid distinction between the
various categories, is as follows: (a; murders; (o) abductions and disappearances;
(c) political prisoners; (d) other terrorist acts, and (ey general attitude of
the Salvadorian judiciary.

1. Murders

53. The Special Representative has continued to receive a great d-eal of information
concerning political murders of civilian non-combatants in El Salvador. The
Special Representative is fully aware of the difficulty of accurately determining
the exact number of crimes of this kind and considers tnat this difficulty ±3 due
to a variety of causes. The first is the very magnitude of the figures involved.
The second is that, in many cases, information on murders comes to light only when
bodies are found and it is thus very difficult to determine how they were committed
and even whether they were really politically motivated or si.noly ordinary nurders.
There is also the fact that the regular army and a guerrilla organization are
engaged in armed conflict and it nay sometimes be difficult to determine whether
those killed are combatants 0* not. The Special Representative considers that this
is an area in which figures '.lust be nandlen with caution, since there is no way of
being really sure that reported figures on political nurders of civilians are
reliable. The Special Representative nevertheless wishes to point out that the
various sources of information he has used basically agree on rises and falls in the
total number of murders.

54. Thus, according to tne University Documentation and Information Centre, 56/
1,337 civilians were murdered oetween January and April 1902° Newsweek 57/ credits
that source with information to the effect that 2,658 non-combatants were murdered
in the first six months of 1932. According to the information handed over to the
Special Representative Dy the Hunan lights Commission of El Salvador 3,095 civilians
were murdered between 1 January and 30 June 1932. According to information given
directly to the Special Representative by ''Christian Legal Aid of El Salvador", 58/
wa total of j,O59 persons were unlawfully executed in the first half of 1982'. The
figures may be broken down as follows: j66 in January; 33? in February; 526 in
March; 505 in April- "575 in Hay; and 355 in June. According to the same
source, 59/ 19$ persons were killed in July and 35-1 in August. Thus, in the first

55/ E/CW.4/lpO2, paras. 52 and 63.

56/ University Documentation and Information Centre, weekly news-sheet,
El Salvador, Procesq, year 1o. 3, Ho. SC, special issue, "ebruary-April 1932.

2LJ 'fcwsweek, 27 July 1902.

58/ Christian Legal Aid of El Salvador, 51 Salvador, Inform.e sobre violacidn
de derechos hutaanos, San Salvador, 15 July 1932.

59/ Ibid., Vfctimas de la violencia en £1 Salvador, de enero a agosto de 1902,
muertes fuera de combate.
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eight months of 19-32, the total number of political murders of non-combatants
reported by Christian Legal Aid was 3,608. According to subsequent information
furnished by Christian Legal Aid, 60/ 474 political nurders were committed among
the civilian population in September 1962, 122 in the fortnight I 15 October, olf^
359 in the fortnight 16-29 October., 52/ 123 betu3 3n 30 October and 12 Jjovember, 63/
and 36 in the period 12--25 November 1932, 64/ This gives a total of 1,169 -Murders
between 1 September and 25 November 1932 which, added to the figures for the first
eight nonths of the year, gives an overall figure of 4,777 during the first eleven
months of the year. The information in question also states that the executions were
nearly all the result of action by government agents (the Army, the National Guard,
the National Police and the rlurai Police) against, unarmed Salvadorian civilians not
involved in military combat. Vich regard to the reliability of this source, the
Christian Legal Aid" bulletin of 26 ."lay iy82 quotes Monsignor \rturo Rivera y Damas,
Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese of San Salvador, as saving that the
information provided by Legal Aid was not false, it was simply one-sided because it
focused on only one asp&ct of the problem. Honsi^nor Rivera y Darnas confirmed these
words personally to the Special Representative, adding that the one-sidedness of the
information was the result of the fact that the complaints received by Christian
Legal Aid related only to government apents and extreme right-wing paramilitary
organizations.

55. According to the statement, by consignor Gregorio Rose Chavez, Suffragan Bishop
of San Salvador, as reported in Le Monde, 65/ violence caused over 5,000 deaths in
El Salvador in 1932.

56. According to a United States Department of State document based on press
reports, 56/ the number of deaths may be broken down as follows 1 279 in January;
361 in February; 433 in March; 194 in .April; 501 in May; lS9 in June; 163 in July;
196 in August; and 112 in the first two weeks of September. Thus, according to that
source, a total of 2,533 persons ware killed between 1 January and 15 September 1982.
Responsibility is not attriouted to specific sectors or oersons.

57. The Special Representative also received information from the Government of
El Salvador §]_l on murders committed by the arnied opposition in the period 1968-1982
(up to 21 July 1982 only). According to this information, 4,678 civilians and
members of various State agencies were murdered by subversive elements during that
period, but separate figures for each year are not given.

5;3, Since nearly 12,000 political murders of non-combatants were reported for 19ol
198l, 68/ there seems to have been a drop of about 50 per cent in 1932.

60/ Solidaridad Do. 5, Epoca III, first half of October 1982.

51/ Solidaridad No. A, Epoca III, second half of October 1982.

62/ Ibid., Mo. 5, Epoca III, first half of November 1982.

63/ Ibid. , J-IO. 7, Epoca III, first half of Decenber 1932.

Ibid.

65/ Le Monde , 28 December 19'32.

65/ United States Department of State, Deaths attriputable to political
violence, document made available to tha Special representative by officials of
the United States Department of State.

67/ Armed forces of SI Salvador, National Police, Datos estadisticos sobre
asesinatos por la subversion, San Salvador, 21 September lc/o2.

08/ S/CN.4/1502, para. 66.
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53' The Salvadorian press also reports on mass murders committed in El Salvador
and the Special Representative wishes to out this information forward as further
evidence in this respect. For examnle, El Oiario de Hoy 69/ which is published in
San Salvador, reports, in the edition of 3 March 1982, that seven persons were
taken from their homes by several unkncn : armed persons an that their bodies were
subsequently found in La Libertad dj strict, that ;wir, Juan Antonio Silezia was
found dead in the street in San Salvador, but those responsible were not identified;
that an employee was found dead on the railway line in Colonia Santa Isabel, but
those responsible were not identified; that l-ir„ Cortes Parada was murdered by
subversive elements in the place known as El Playdn. The 15 March 19S2 edition
reports that two brothers, Felix Jose and federico Rafael Charlaix, were abducted
and then killed by unknown persons'; that a National Police officer was killed by
a terrorist ,-rroup; that five mutilated bodies were found, in Metaoan (Santa Ana),
but those responsible were not identified, that another six decapitated bodies
were found in the same place, but those responsible were not identified; that the
body of a young man was found in San Miguel and those responsible were also not
identified; and that fir. Abraham i'filfrado Aguilar Garcia was abducted and
decapitated in Santa Ana, but those responsible wore not identified. The
20 March 19<32 edition reports that the members of the San Agustin y Buenavista
cantonal patrol are accused of murdering 24 people; that two farmers who had
served in the army were murdered by unknown persons; that Dr. Juan Girzona was
shot dead, in Santa Ana after receiving threats from extremistsj and that the
Justice of the Peace of Santa Ana identified two bodies, but those responsible
were not identified. Tno edition JO/ of 29 March 1?82 reports that a domestic
employee was killed by an unknown person in a Santa Ana restaurant. The
edition 1\J of 1 April 1932 reports that Armando Turcios Yescas, a worker, was
found dead in Anchico canton, but those responsible were not identified.; that
Alberto Campos and his wife were found dead in La Cruz canton, but those responsible
were not identified; and that the bodies of three young men were found strangled and
with bullet wounds in Cl Itosario canton, but those responsible were not identified.
The edition 72/ of 3 April 1982 reports tnat Raul Goto, a Salvadorian Green Cross
relief worker, was killed by three unknown hooded, individuals; and that the body
of Mr. Jose Roberto Argueta was found with bullet wounds in Monte Grande canton,
but those responsible were not identified. The edition J*/ of 19 April 1982
reports that twe motorists were found mu dered, but those x esponsi'ole were not
identified. The edition 74/ of 23 April 1>'82 reports that the officiating judge
identified five bodiesi but those responsible were not identified, and that four men
were killed in a house by four armed individuals. The edition 75/ of 27 April 1902
states that Hicardo Antonio l-iazariego, a r;echanic, was shot dead with seven bullets
in a hotel in Zacatecoluca by four unknown persons and thp.t Mr. Jose Manuel Mejia
Castillo was killed by unknown persons in San Vicente, The edition 76/ of
28 April 19<32 states that the Justice of the Peace identified four bodies, but those
responsible were not identified. The edition 77/ of 29 Aoril 1982 reports that
Luis Alonso Martinez Escobar, a watchman, was killed by unidentified persons. The
edition 78/ of 30 April 1982 reports that the Justice of the Peace identified the

59/
70/
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ooaies of throe young men, one of whoa was a soldier; it is therefore believed
that trie killings .-/ere carrici out '"y subversive elements. The coition 1°J of
1 May 3 932 reports that Hilton Ernesto Alvayerc, a woi-l'o-, wnc shot deadTy
unknown persons in the Candelaria district of San Salvador. The edition 10/ of
3 hay 19|f-(2 describes the discovery of two bodies in i ie;,icanos, one decapitated and
the other with a knife wound in tne head, with no identification o^ those
responsible. The edition £-1/ of J i?' 19^2 reocrts that, in ?io.;icanos, the bodies
of two persons were found with their irr.ds tied behind tneir backs by the tnumbs,
but with no identification OL chose responsible, that Delic del Cpp^sn Vargas
i-fetravilla, a teacher, was killed ny unknown persons and that she was th^ fiancee of
an army officer and the sister of another officer* that three individuals were shot
dead in the Candelaria district of San Salvador bv unidentified persons' and
that an employee was shot cleaa in the courtyard cf his nours in "Jsuiitan canton
by eight heavily arned individuals. The edition C2_. of 31 iViay 19'32 reports that
Francisco Alfredo Romero, an euployeo of the Ministry of TJublic Health, was shot in
the chest in Zacatecoluca by unidentified Dfcrsons. The Special representitivo believes
tnat some of these cases nay be or^inarv crines.

60. As in his previous report, 3;-/ the Special representative wishes to refer in
particular to infcrnation concerning especially serious and blatant cases of murders,
such as mass killings of peasants, political leaders, journalists and otner persons.

61. In fact, according to the information received by the Special Representative,
mass killings continued in 1932. Thus, according to information provided by the
University Documentation and Information Centre, 3'L/ there were 24 reports of
massacres oetween January and April, with a total of 547 persons killed; two of
the massacres were the result of FHL^ attacks on military objectives in
Chalatenango, with a total of 60 dead.

62. Legal Aid 6^_/ renorteo tnat a nassacre had taken olace on IS April 19'°J2,
between 5 and 6 a.m., in Sarrios village, Divisadero district, Department of
Morazan, and that ^8 people had been killed. According to the same source, the
murders wore committed by uniformed army soldiers after the villagers had shut
themselves up in their ho Ties following a sharp clash with guerrilla fighters.
The Human Rights Commission of HI Salvador (non-governmental) 36/ gives a similar
version of what happened, stating that 22 children, 3 adolescents, 15 adults and
& old oeople were killed, giving their names and ages. According to the

79/ Ibid., 1 Hay 1982.

80/ Ibid., 3 May 19o2.

81/ Ibid., 4 May 1932.

82/ Ibid., 31 May 1932.

83/ E/CN ,,4/1302.

3/j/ University Documentation and Information Centre, Ul Salvador, Proceso,
op. cit.

^ Legal 4xd Service of the Arc:;diocese of San Salvador, Informa las
violacionc-s ? los derechos hucanos cometidao contra la pcblacidn civil salvadorena
entre el If al 2g de abril de 19^2, Sar. Salvador, 3 Jay 1932 (in June 1932, the
Legal Aid Service of the Arcndiocese of San Salvador was reorganized and is now
known as i! 'Archbishop Oscar Ror.ero1 Christian Legal Aid1').

86/ Human Rights Commission of El Salvador, Bolgti'n Semanal No. 1, Ifey 1982.
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international press, 87/ approximately 50 men, women and children were killed in
Barrios and the murders were committed as a reprisal for tne ambushing of 100 soldiers
by guerrilla fighters. The Government of SI Salvador told the Special Representative
that it had no knowledge of any such events, that the report contained no eye-witness
accounts or evic ..nee and that vras oart c." the disinformati in campaign designed to
discredit the Government.

C3. According to information furnished to the Special Representative by the
Human Rights Commission of ul Salvador (non-governmental), 68/ in the city of
Santa Ana members of the so* called Death Squad made a violent attack on the
San Juan district, Killing four youn^ men and wonen aged between 12 and 20; the
name and age of each victim is given. .According to the international press, 89/
seven Salvadorian peasants belonging to a rural eoffiinunity maintained by
Swiss Protestant Aid were killed by members of the Salvadorian Armv on
21 November 1981.

64. With regard to the murders of political leaders, El Diario de Hoy of
San Salvador 90/ reports on the murder of ars. Yolanda Carcamo, the Christian
Democratic Party candidate as deputy for San Salvador. According to La ?4onde, 91/
the bodies of six militant me^Dcrs of the Christian Democratic Party were found on
27 Way in £1 Playdn, near San Salvador, and their deaths were attributed to the
extreme right. According to the International Herald Tribune, 92/ Angelica Garcia
de Lopez, mayoress of the town of San Francisco Chinvneca, and her l8»year-old
daughter were killed on 23 Kay 1982. The same newspaper quotes a spokesman for the
Christian Democratic Party as saying that am of the killers uas a civilian but
the others were connected with tne National Gurrd. Tne same source also reports
that the Salvadorian authorities arrested the three persons responsible. El Diario
de Hoy of San Salvador, on the other hand, reports that National Guard officers
captured the persons who killed Evangelina Garcia and that according to the
Christian Democratic Party they were members of the Chinamequita civil defence
organization and the Candelaria cantonal pitrol. 9j5/

65. With regard to journalists, it wes resorted in the world press 94/ that four
Dutch televisio" reporters were killed >"/ army elements or 17 March 1902 near the
town of El Paraiso, 36 uiles north of San Salvador. According to the same sources,
the Minister of Defence of E3 Salvador stated that the deaths of the four
reporters took place when troops opened fira on guerrillas, while President Duarte
said that the reporters died when they were moving around in the guerrilla zone, vith
the protection of the guerrillas, but that the Government was unaware that they were

87 / Le i-tonde, The Times and International Hern Id Tribune, 22 April 1902.

88/ Telex from Mexico, dated 5 January 1983.

89/ Le Monde, 8 December 19o2.

90/ El Diario de Hoy, 1$ May 1982.

91/ Le Monde, 29 May 1932.

92/ International Herald Tribune, 1 June 1982.

23/ E 1 D i aPio de Hoy, 51 May 19-32.

94/ International Herald Tribune, 19, 20 and 21 March 1982; Le Monde,
20 March 1982, The Guardian, 20 and 25 March 1982; The Times, 20 March 1982;
Tribune de Geneve, 22 March 1932.



in the area of hostilities. However, tne report of 1J. ioril. 1982 coNmissioned by
the Government of the >Ietnerjands 93./ states thnt l'Tio official Salvadorean "crsicr.t,
are not; entirely credible anj are debatable, The face that so^e preliminary
statements were lator changed ineanr. tnat they cannot bo accepted uncondit" onall'" „
The conclusions of the Jetnerlanris report are is follows' (1) :t ha.> been
established that the four ujnbers of tho IKOIv team wcrs snot dead by soldiers of the
Salvadorian regular arny ...: {2} toe IV3N team either "net the arniv patrol Ly
chance or fell into an aabush set uc bv cr.e oatroi, ("•>) since,, on the one hand, the
reporters were obviously unaer suspicion rnd since, on tne oth':^, their arrival
could very easily fto.vc been announced by racio tc the ar-ny patrol whii^. they wore on
their way to tne place at whicn they net, 10 that the patrol would r.ave oeen able t
sot up an aribush, an organized attac< o" the reporters cannot be ruled out. On the
other hand, it must be pointed out that tne arny oid not conceal the bodies and, en
its own initiative, took then to^etner with tbu body of tno guerrilla leader, Oscr<e,
to San Salvador.

66. Subsequently} on 20 hay IS'32, the Govern\ionl of th^ Uetherlands issued an
additional report 96/ containing the- foilovjin^ conclusions: (1) conclusion (1) of
the report of 13 April 1J82 rewains valid; (2) altnou'jh, thcoroticiily, it cannot
be ruled out that the patrol was warred by radio of the arrival of the IKOI reporterr
from the military carriOj the additional inquiry has nrovidod no indications that cou.V
lead to the conclusion that the^e v/as any pre<aeditated Intention of "".urine t»iG IKON
reporters into an ambush. 'lor has any convincing proof oecn found of tne thesis t'i?c
the clash between the military oatroi and the guerrilla fighters accompanying the
IKON tears was thn result of chance .

67. In connection with the deaths of tli; Dutch reporters, tne Special Represertative
had a conversation, in Mexico, -yitn »:-.. Ana "iari'a Humayor, the widow of the
reporter, Jacobs Roister, one of the •icmbors of the IJ'O/J team. Mrs. RuTiayor showed
the Special Rapporteur a photocopy of a report dra-n uo at the office of the Rural
Police which showed that. i.v!r. Xolster had been questioned there on .11 >-l3rch 1902
because they had found on a guerrilla fighter a note ^ivint Xolster's name, acdre_^
and tcleohone nunoer. The photocopy of the report •- wnose authenticity the Sjocia"
Representative can vouch for because he saw th^ origins 1 document in Sen S^lvado"" -
inaicates that the reporter and his comoanions were at no tii"o coerced 0"1 o'lyia ual ".y
or mentally ill-treated. The report ?s signed b" the Director of the Rur^I Pol'ac
and by Mr. Kolstcr. -Jacobs Kolster s widow cave the Special fiepresesitati^o a
photocopy of the document sent to the -ittorne^-General of tho Kcouolic o£ 111 Salva '. ;
requesting the appointment of a prosecutor for tha crininal investigation inco ht.
husband's death. With regard to the deat'i of -,v>. Johannes .T?n "i1 lensen, arnthe.' i;f
the Dutch reporters who was Killed, the Soecial Kopresontati re noted th"t s^Tilar
legal proceedings had been instituted before the Attorney-Gene^i1. of the Kepuolic
El Salvador on 13 Octobc-r 1932 by Miss Yachiyo I-'atsuz?x: , "!r. "illenson-s cer.panic^ ,
and by his father, \">r. Ccrrit Jan "Jallemsen. The Special Representative aJ.50
received a letter frora Hiss Jaccu^iinc ?ouma , fiancee of Mr. Hans Lodewijkr.; i- Laag.
another of the Dutch reporters killed, with ~- Photocopy of the reauest sr.bnibLcd Lc
the Attorney-General for bhe appoint"ont of a prosecutor for the case. The request
is dated 20 October 1962.

95/ Rapport van het oo.derzo'-.K naar de toedr-acht vsr de gspeurtenissen die hebben
geleid tot da dood van devicr nodarlandse .iournalisbon op 1? <i]as.r~ l;rj>2 in El Saivador_
(Governnent of the .'letheriar.as. -.eoort on the inquiry into tic circumstances which led
to the deatns of four Dutch reporters on 17 n^rch 1{):^ in i-,"1. Salvador), Tho Hague,
13 April 1932,

96/ Aan vullend rapport van het or.rcrzoe'c na._Gr d̂- toodraohfc van de debeurterlp*-,,
die hebben geleid tot de dood van de "io-"* i'ederlandse journaJiston op 17 iinart \C)S2
in rl Salvador (Jcvernnent of the Netherlands, '.ddiftonal report on the inquiry into
the circumstances which led to the aeatns of four ^utch reporters on 1] l^roh 1932 m
El Salvador), The Ibrues, 2-3 Lay 19C2.
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2- Abductions and disappearances

68* The Special Representative wishes to provide various types of information on
cases of alleged abductions and disappearances, but it must be pointed out that,
in this connection again, figures must b,? treated with the greatest caution. That
in in the first place because, after abductions $ the bodies of the pej?sons abducted
are sometimes found, and such cases are counted as murders. In other cases, it is
discovered that the persons abducted are being held in detention centres belonging
to the armed forces or the security bodies, and these are counted as political
prisoners,, In still other casess the persons abducted are released. There are,
lastly, the cases in which the persons who have been abducted are not found,
presumably because they have been murdered and their bodies have been hidden; only
t.acn can reference properly be made to disappearances. The Special Representative
considered it necessary to give these explanations before providing information on
figures concerning abductions and disappearances, which, in many cases, overlap with
figures concerning murders and political prisoners.

69« According to information handed to the Special Representative by the
Human Rights Commission of El Salvador, there were 244 cases of persons who
disappeared between 1 January and 30 June 1982. Amnesty International 97/ gives
a list of 50 persons who were arrested and who disappeared between late March and
early May 1982. The same source _9_0/ reports six other cases of disappearances.

?0„ According to information provided by the Legal Protection Office of the
Archbishopric, Archdiocesan Commission on Justice axid Peace, 99/ during the month
of May 1982 the Office received reports of 68 persons arrested and of that number
five were found dead, six were located in security prisons and seven had been sent
to ordinary prisons, but nothing was known about the other 50 persons.

7-= According to the same source, 100/ 15 arrests were reported between
12 and 18 June, 19 between 19 and 25 June, 101/' 13 between 26 June and 1 July, 102/'
23 between 9 and 15 July, 103/ 18 between 16 and 22 July, 104/ 11 between 23 and
29 July, 105/ 27 between 30 July and 3 August and between 9 August and 12 August, 106/
9 between 20 and °.6 August, 107/ and 31 >itwcen 27 August and 2 September. 108/

3JJ Amnesty International, Political Prisoners in El Salvador, AMR/29/48/82,
11 June 1982.

98/ j[Md., Central America Special Action, El Salvador, AMR/29/55/82,
6 -inly 1982.

9J5/ Legal Protection Office of the Archbishopric, Archdiocesan Commission on
Justice and Peace, Denuncia de personas ca.pturadas recibida en esta oficina,
r..\i Salvador, June 1982.

100/ Ibid., 19 June 1982.

101/ Ibid., 26 June 1982.

i.02/' Ibid., 2 July 1982.

103/ Ibid., 16 July 1982.

104/' Ibid., 23 July 1982.

105/' Ibid., 30 July 1982.

106/ Ibid., 13 August 1982.

107/' Ibid., 27 August 1982.

I°_§/ Ibid., 3 September 1982.
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72. In Mexico, Christian Legal Aid gave the Special Representative more complete
lists containing information on alleged disappearances. According to the first
partial list, 109/ 402 persons were ?,rrested by security or government agents in the
period from November 1981 to July 1922; 40 of these were 'brought before the courts.
Another partial list 110/ refers to the arrests by government agents of 44 minors
between November 1981 and July 3 982. A third partial list 111/ refers to 16 citizens
arrested during the same period by the Civil Defence Committee. A fourth 112/ refers
to 39 citizens xfho vere arrested and subsequently executed by their captors during
the same period; their oe,ses have also prob?Jbly been counted as murders.

73 • The Special Representative continued to receive information about arrests. Thus,
according to Christian Legal Aid, 113/ in the -ueelc 0-14 October 1902 there were
12 reported arrests; in the fortnight 15-2C October 1902 there were 23 reported
arrests; 114/ in the fortnight 30 Cctober-lC Novenber 19&2 23 persons v&re reportedly
arrested. lJL̂ / -"-H these arrests vero carried out by members of bhe Army or the
security forces.

74» The Special Representative considers it pppropriate to mention the information
received from the International CouimisGion, of Jurists 116,, concerning the arrest of
the following persons in a house in the El Satelite district on the outskirts of
San Salvador on 20 August 1982; 13r. Ratfl "Villalba, lawyer; Mrs. America Fernando
Perdomo, member of "the Human Rights Commission of El Salvador (non-governmental);
Mrs. Marfa. Siena Martinez de RecinoT, member "of the Committee of Ilothers and Relatives
of Persons Detained, Missing or Murdered for Political Reasons; her daughter,
Miss Carla Reoinos, aged 13» and a tnaid; witnesses say these arrests vere made by the
Rural Police. The Human Rights Commission of El Salvador (non-governmental) has
furnished similar information on the same events.

75• The Director-General of the El Salvador National Police made available to the
Special Representative o document 117/ indicating that guerrilla organizations had
carried out a total of 25 abductions up to 21 September 1982.

109/ Christian Legal Aid, Desaparecimientos forzodos. Listado -parcial de
personas que, habiendo sido capturadas por organismos de seguridad o agentes
gubernamentales, no son presentadrs ante tribunales o pucstas en libertad,
November 1981 to July 1982.

110/ Ibid., Listado parcial de capturas realizadas por agentes gubernamentales a
menores de edad, November 1931 to July 1982.

111/ Ibid., Listado parcial de ciudadanos capturados por el Comite de la
Defensa Civil, November 1981 to July 1902.

112/' Christian Legal Aid, Listado parcial de ciudadanos aprehendidos ,y
posteriormente e.jecutados por sus cap bores, November 1901 to July 1982.

113/ Solidaridad^ No. /•, Epoca ill, second half of October 1982.

114/ Ibid., No. 5,- Epoca III, first half oOTQvember 1982.̂

115/ Ibid., No. 7, Spoca III, first half of December 1982.

116/ Letter dated 2 December 1982 addressed to the Director of the
United Nations Centre for Human Rights, vith a copy to the Special Representative.

117/ Armed Forces of El Salvador, National Police, Datos estadfsticos sobre
los secuestros realizados por las diversas agrupacioneo subversivas en El Salvador,
San Salvador, 21 September 1902.
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3. Political prisoners

76. According to information made available to the Special Representative by the
Government of SI Salvador, lift/ 2,478 persons were arrested "between 15 October 1979
and 13 July 1982 for involvement in terrorist activities. Of these 1,254 were
released? 575 were brought "before military examining magistrates; 156 were brought
before ordinary .judges; 16 ;iere brought before minors' jtidges; one was taken to a
guidance centre; 21 were brought before the Director General of Migration; 72 were
brought before various military authorities; 357 vcre brought before the special
police judge; one fled, one committed suicide and 54 cases are pending. Another
document from the same source 119/ states that 839 persons were arrested for
involvement in terrorist activities between 1 January and 22 September 1982.

77* According to information communicated orally to the Special Representative by the
Minister of Justice of SI Salvador, the number of political prisoners under his
Ministry's authority on 10 September 1902 was 629, of whom 561 were men who were being
held in Mariona prison and 61 were women being held in Ylopango prison. On
23 September 1982, 36 prisoners were being held in the San Salvador National Police
prison, according to information handed over to the Special Representative "by the
Colonel in charge of the National Police? 'those persons had been detained between
19 August and 22 September 1982.

78. According to Amnesty International, 120/ there are at present several hundred
political prisoners in San Salvador, but their number is relatively small compared
with the number of persons arrested, for reports continue to indicate that persons
arrested either disappear soon after their arrest #»r are released, and that many are
being held in military establishments or at secret detention centres.

79* According to information provided by the International Committee of the
lied Cross, 121/ delegates of that humanitarian organization made 172 visits to places
of detention in March 1982} there vere 157 new cases of persons arrested for security
reasons and the persons visited were under the authority either of the Ministry of
Justice, or of the security forces or the army. The report of the International
Committee of the Red Cross 122/ also indicates that, in March 1982, its Search Offices
in San Salvador, Santa Ana and San Migue^ continued to receive information from
persons looking for relatives who haa either disappeared or been abducted. During
that period, approximately 1,400 persons called the office in the capital and
261 requests for searches were received? in March, 61 cases were solved.

80. For the rest, according to documentation handed over to the
Special Representative by the Government of El Salvador during his visit to the
country, delegates from the International Committee of the Red Cross are still being
allowed to visit detention centres. 125/' There has also been & restructuring of the
Auxiliary Control Commission, a Government body which investigates particularly

118/ Armed Forces of El Salvador, national Police, Datos estadfsticos sobre
personas detenidas por vincularseles con acciones terroristas, perfodo
15 de octubre 1979 al 5 .Julio de 1982, San Salvador, 13 July 1982.

119/ Ibid., 22 September 1982.

120/ Amnesty International, AMR./29/ 48/82.

121/ Red Cross, SALVBEP, Mb. 3, 21 April 1982.

122/ Ibid., Situation Report No. 3, April 1982.

123/' S/CH.4/1502, para. 91.
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serious cases of the ill-treatment of prisoners. An office of public information
on persons arrested by National Police officers has, moreover, been set up in an
annex to the Rational Police headquarters in San Salvador. The San Salvador
newspaper La Prensa Grafica of 29 October 1981 reported the opening of that office.
The Special Representative visited the premises and examined the documentation that
is available to the public.

81. Specifically with regard to the situation ^f political prisoners in El Salvador,
the Special Representative received a report which was3 prepared by two former
political prisoners. Mr. Jos& Antonio Morales Carboneii and Mr. Juan Jose" Garcia Canas,
and annexed to a letter sent from Mexico City on 1° July 19&9. 124/' The report
states that "To date, most political prisoners do not officially know why they are
being detained or whether there is any decision or warrant ordering their detention?
they do not even know whether there are any proceedings against their. ...; many
prisoners have been held for years without officially ]mowing why they are being
detained.". The report also states that Decree Wo. 507 of the Revolutionary Government
Junta Is not being compiled with, "for there are prisoners who have been detained for
up to 204 days in secarity prisons without being brought before the competent

courts ...: 166 (33=5 per cent) were remanded within the legal time-limit, but
330 (66,5 per cent) were remanded after the time-limit stipulated lr the Decree".
The report also states that there ere several prisoners who were notified over a year
ago that their cases were being brought before +ho rational Court, but that they
still do not know what stage has been reached in the proceedings, which is another
violation of their rights. Tbo report also says that, with a view to obtaining
unofficial statements, "political prisoners are brutally beaten, injiired and burned
with acid; electric shocks are applied to the most sensitive parts of their bodies?
the genitals, armpits, soles of the feet, head, tongue, ears, eyes, etc. They are
subjected to asphyxia in the irost brutal minxiex ... They are strung up in various
ways, for lengthy periods of time, and beaten and kicked in various parts of their
bodies. After being tortured, they a,re forced to sign blank pieces of paper ... or
coerced into signing with their eyes blindfolded'. In this connection, the report
provides the following information obtained since May 1982; among 331 prisoners,
132 xrere physically tortured, 27 were psychologically tortured, 6 were not tortured
and there were 496 instances of torture altogether. The report also indicates that
there are now 54 minors aged 1/, years or older who are being kept in prison
indefinitely together with adults, even though the time-Unit for corrective detention
(120 days) laid down in the Decree has expired". It also reports five cases of
military raids on prisons and indicates that prisoners "are crowded into very small
cells, in deplorable sanitary conditions, and lack medicine and proper medical care.
The food they receive is extremely Inadecuate, primarily consisting of e diet of
tortillas and beans. The daily food budget for each prisoner is one colon,
25 centazos, i.e. V.50 per day ...". The lack of water, electricity and other
conveniences makes the prisoners' lives very difficult, all the More so because their
basic needs are not being met. In the statements they made to the
Special Representative In Mexico City, Mr. Morales Carboneii and Mr. Garcfa Canas
confirmed what they had said in their letter.

82. The Special Representative received information concerning an armed attack on a
prison. Thus, according to information from Legal Aid, 125/ combined forces from
the National Guard and the Riiral Police arrived at Maricna Detention Centre, near
San Salvador, on IP March 1982 at 8.30 a.m. and used a megaphone to order the

124/ Garcia C'aras, Juan Jose and Morales Carboneii, Jose Antonio, Infonae sobre
presos poIiticoB, annexed to a letter to the Special Representative, 12 July 1982.

125/ Legal Aid, press release, 19 March 1982.
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prisoners out of the rell blocks, Y/hen they came out, they were forced to lie face
down on the ground and were kept in Lhat position in the sun until 11.JO a.m., while
the officers threw water and stones at them or stamped on them. All the prisoners
were interrogated and particular attention was given to the cases of the youth,
Antonio Morales <'arbonell, and Hector Be-~nabe Recinos. Yomg Morales was given drugs
to make him talk, but since he wouilr1 not he v?s beaten and had several veins slashed
with a razor blade, so that he had to be taken to a medical centre. Mr. Recinos had
a hood placed over his head several times and then the:/ beat him so badly that he
cannot walk. According to the same information, the other prisoners, some 550 in all,
where whipped, insulted and robbed and ended up with bad sunburns on their backs.
The Guardian 126/ of 24 March 1982 reports that Dr. Morales Erlich, who is a member of
the Revolutionary Government Junta and the father of young Morales Carbonell,
requested an investigation of the matter. Information from the Committee for the
Defence of Human Rights m Central America 127/ and the Amnesty International
report 128/ give substantially similar accounts of what allegedly happened, as does
the statement made to the Special Representative by Mr. Morales Carbonell. According
to the San Salvador newspaper SI Diai-'io de Hoy, 129/ Mr. Morales Carbonell had to be
treated in a private clinic.

83. However, the Government of El Salvador gave the Special Representative a different
version of the events, stating that when prisoner Antonio Morales Carbonell saw the
soldiers, "he panicked, his blood pressure dropped and he was helped by prison nurses
and later taken to the San Salvador Polyclinic for treatment". The Government also
states that "the staff does not physically assault prisoners". 130/

84. During his stay in El Salvador, the Special Representative visited Mariona prison
where he saw the dormitories, workshops, kitchens and dining-rooms of the prison which
generally seemed adequate. Tie was able to talk freely with the political prisoners
who are the leaders of COPPLS (Committee of Political Prisoners of El Salvador),
namely, Mr. Mario Yigij, Mr. Bernabe Recinos, Mr. Dagoberto Sosa,
Mr. Jose Antonio Valencia, Mr. Oscar Garza and Mr. Francisco Arevalo, who said that
they had been detained for 19, 25, 11, 25, 24 and 19 months respectively. They also
said that the time-limits laid down in Decree No. 507 of the Revolutionary Government
Junta 131/ were not being respected and that they did not 3mow when they would be
brought to trial. Bernabe Recdnos also said that his wife and 13-year-old daughter had
disappeared on 20 August 1982 and Jose Antonio Valencia stated that his l6-year-old
daughter had been killed. The prisoners who were interviewed also said that what was
stated in the above-mentioned letter from Mr. Morales Carbonell and Mr. Garcia Canas
was true.

126/' The Guardian, 24 March 1982.

127/ Letter dated 26 March 198? from the Committee for the Defence of
Human Rights in Central America, to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.

128/ Amnesty International, Central America Special Action (CASA),
AMR/29724/82, 18 April 1982.

129/ El Diario de Hoy, 20 March 1982.

13C/ Document by the El Salvador army, General Staff, 23 March 1982, made
available to the Special Representative by the Government of El Salvador.

131/ E/'CH.4/1502, paras. 25 and 109.



E/CT.4/1983/20
page 3b

85. In connection with Mnriona Prison, the Special Representative read in the
San. Salvador press 132/ an account of the various activities planned for the prison,
including the extension of the workshops, the sale of articles made "by prisoners, the
possibility for prisoners to help their families financially, cultural activities, etc.

4. Other terrorist acts

86. In 1982, violent acts of sabotage against the Salvadorian economy continued to
be carried out "by the guerrilla opposition. Thus, according to information
supplied "by the University Documentation and Information Centre, 155/ ""between
February and April 1982, a total of ^39 acts of sabotage were carried out, mostly
in the central region and in particular in San Salvador, the department in which
most of the country's non-agricultural productive sources are concentrated. In
other regions, the departments that were most affected were TJsulutan, San Vicente
and San Miguel, which are of strategic importance because of their cotton and
sugar-cane crops but are also the areas in which violent military clashes have
frequently occurred ... Statistics show that ssfootage has been carried out mainly
against means of transport (46 per cent) and the electric power distribution and
supply systems (25-7 per cent), thereby affecting two basic elements of the economic
cycle: the circulation of distribution of goods and services and their protection.
Although fewer in number (5*7 Ver oent), cases of sabotage of aeans of communication
have had an enormous impact on communications in the country and on the national
economy". According to the same source, 154/ FML1T forces destroyed or damaged
the following bridges during the first quarter of 1902; four in Santa Ana', one in
San Salvador? three in Usulutan; two in San Miguel and one in I-iorazan".

87. According to the International Herald Tribune, 155/ guerrillas attacked a large
ANTEL (National Telephone Company) installation, destroying some telephone
communications In the capital; according to the same source, guerrillas also set
fire to the town hall of Tecapan, which is sone 50 km south-east of San Salvador.
According to the same newspaper, 156/ the guerrilla radio announced that, in the
town of San Miguel, the building and some of the lorries of a construction company
had been set on fire. The same newspaper reported 137/ that guerrillas had set fire
to 17 buses in different parts of San Salvador on Sunday, 22 March 1982, and had set
fire to at least 5 buses in Chalatenango. According to The Guardian, 138/ guerrillas
blew up electric power plants and linos on 20 and 21 March 1982 in the departments of
Usulutan, San Miguel, Morazan and La TJni6n, leaving those areas without eloctri city for
three days} according to the sana source, guerrillas also attacked electric power
lines in the town of El Triunfo. The International Herald Tribune 15, 9/ reported
that guerrillas blew up a bridge in San Francisco Gotera and cut off two roads and
telephone lines to nine towns. According to The Guardian, 1_42/ guerrillas blew up

152/ El Diaric de Hoy, 18 September 1982.

155/ University Documentation and Information Centre, Proceso., op.cit.

154/ Ibid.

155/ International Herald Tribune, 17 March 1932.
156/ Ibid., 18 March 1982.

157/ Ibid., 24 Iferch 1932.
158/ The Guardian, 25 March 1982.
159/ International Herald Tribune., 8 April 1982.
140/ The Guardian, 13 April I982.



pa {;o 36

oloctric power pylons in three provinces of El Salvador. Le Hondo 141/ and
The Times 142/ reported that guerrillas attacked a goods train near San Vicente
and sabotaged electric power lines in that town and in the town of Quezaltepeque.

88. Subsequent reports in the international press 143/ stated that the opposition
radio station "Radio Vencorenos1' issued a communique prohibiting road traffic
throughout the country. The same sources reported that, on 30 June and
1 July 1982, more than 20 vehicles, mainly cars and lorries, were burned or
dynamited by FMLN members. According to Lo Monde, 144/ the situation is
especially critical in the eastern part of the country, whore the bus service
between towns and villages has been almost completely halted by the systematic
campaign to destroy means of transport. .according to The Tines, 145/ 50 per cent
of El Salvador's transport system has been paralysed. The Times 146/ and
Le Monde 14?/' also report that guerrillas have apparently cut off water and
electricity supplies in much of San Salvador.

89. Guerrilla attacks of this kind continued during the month of August and,
according to the international press, 148/ four eastern provinces were in their
fifth day without electricity after guerrillas had dynamited electric power lines,'
it was also reported that many communities were unable to obtain water from
electric-powered pumps. In the international press there have been further reports
of activities of this kind. Thus on 15 October 1982 a number of bornb explosions
caused electricity cuts in San Salvador 149/ and on about the same date FMLff
guerrillas attacked the hydroelectric dam at San Lorenzo. 150/

90. Documentation handed to the Special Roprcsontative by the Government of
El Salvador during his visit to the country 151/ indicates that, in the period
between 1 January and 20 September 19*32, chere were 151 cases of sabotage with
dynamite in the land transport sector; 50 in the industrial, commercial, banking
and agricultural sectors; and 351 in the sector of State-owned facilities.

141/ Le Monde, 21 May 1932.

142/ The Times, 24 I lay 1982.

143/ The Guardian, 24 June 19&2; The Times, 24 Juno and 6 July 1982;
International Herald Tribune, 24 June 3-982; Le Monde, 26 Juno and 3 and 10 July 1982.

144/ Lc Monde, 6 and 10 July 1902.

145/ The Times, 6 July 1982.

146/ Ibid., 1 July 1982.

147/ Le Monde, 6 July 1982.

148/ International Herald Tribune and The Times, 10 August 1982.

149/ International Herald Tribune, 18 October 1982.

150/ El Pals, Madrid, 18 October 1982.

15l/ Armed Forces of El Salvador, National Police, Datos estad£sti>os sobre
atentados dinamiteros, incendiaries y sabotages diversos realiza&os por las
diversas agrupaciones torroristas con el fin de destruir la economfa nacional,
San Salvador, 22 September I982.
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According to the sane information, there wore 157 cases of incendiary sabotage in
the land transport sector; A6 in the industrial, commercial, banking and
agricultural sectors; 16 in other sectors; and 6i in the sector of State-owned
facilities. According to the information received? there wore 5^1 other acts of
sabotage, making ai over-all total of 3S379 cases. Damage to the economy resulting
from attacks carried out between 1 January and 22 September 1982 is estimated at
90„5 million coloncs.

91• Subsequent to the completion of the interim: report, the Special Representative
continued to receive information concerning terrorist acts. L"> this connection
various bombing incidents and other acts of sabotage were reported in the
international press. OQ 15 October in Srn Salvador a number of bombings disrupted
electricity supplies, I'.;£./ in Srr Lorenzo guerrillas attacked a hydroelectric
plant, 133/ â 'l "^ 20 October eight bor.be exploded in Sau Salvador and guerrillas
were, roporied 1o have burnt,, aynamitcr1 or shot up at Joa&i three vehicles on
highways. ]^)jj According to the International Herald Tribune, guerrillas attacked
and damaged two trains north and east r Z San Salvador. 15.5/ On 14 November
The Guardian reported that the guerrillas attacked the country's largest hydroelectric
dam, the Cinco de Kovicmbre, /8 miles north-east of S^n Salvador, and- blacked out
the eastern half of Si Salvador in a separate bombing of a oower transmission
py]on. 1 36/ In November, viincss^c reported that 13 trucks were burnt'by guerrillas
on the coastal highway, end that eight vehicles were blown up in San Salvador. 137/
According to another source, in Aguilares, 33 km north of bh<_ capital, guerrillas
attacked a sugai ~ I&ntatioi' with :.m tars and gunfire. 158/ The Times reported that
on ?y IHvonber the northern par' of Gsr or lvador province was without electricity
after two nylons wcro dynamited. There was a. similar iicidont in the eastern
province of Son IligueJ . I- t.ho oast, rebels stepped cars and demanded contributions
of 10 colones (ju&t under ffi) fron1 passengers, 139/ -̂ nd an article in the
Salvrdorian newspaper HI Nundo 1 eportccl tho saspensiotj of rail traffic to the
eastern part .of th^ country following the dynamiting of the El Burro bridge by
terrorists. The same crlicl^ reported that terrorists have "huo far destroyed
a.bou t 10 railway bridges. It .loted that a total of eight engines have also been
destroyed, by terrorist groups, causing losses of some 6 million colones. I6O/
According t~o El Hcrourio, leftist ±ebcls killed ?4 passengers and 3 soldiers in a
surprise attack on a stopping train in the easiem piovincc of Jsulutdn. I61/ And
in December, an article in the L: bernational Herald Tribune referred to the shooting
down by th. guerrillas of thr -o crop-dusting planes in Usulutan in order to halt,
the cotton harvest. The, article aJ so reported downed power lines, and burned-out
trucks and "buses on the roadside, 162/

132/ International Herald Tribune, 13 October 1902.

155/ SI Paxs, 10 October 1902.

134/ Tho Tiiaes, /J) October J932.

133/ International Herald Tribune, 1 Fovonber 1982.

156/ The gucu-dian, U I\r>;vo; 1 boc J-93?.

137/ Tribune d? G-onove, 15 H vembor 1982.

156/ El Mercui^io, ]6 F.vemDcv 19'^2.

139/ Th3__Timc2s., ?4 Hoveifo, r 190?.

I6p/ EL Muudo, Sen SnJvrdtr, i IT -vember 19&2.

l6l/ LI T Tor curio. I Docorbc: ]'J 2.

I62/ International Herald Tribune, 5 December 1982.



page %

92. According to reports in the international press l6'j/ FT'IL1T guerrillas attacked
a sports stadium in the town nf brn Sebastian and captured tvo foofoall teams
(22 persons) and about 120 sDeoiotors . The FKLJT den tec1 reports that it had
forcibly enlisted more than 200 young personss 93 young porsons reportedly joined
the guerrilla forces of their ovn a cord while the rest returned freely to
San Sebastian. V-L(

93- According to information supplied cy the Government of E1 Salvador, 165/
1,200 rnanzanas cf sugar cina rfere Tou_L-nL by extremists in Lnc northern part of the
country on L January. This action ^oi only affected the producers, "but also caused
unemployment among cr no-out t=>r<j and transport personnel working in the sugar industry.
The International Herald Tribune Lepciced that on 13 January guerrillas planted
about 25 bombs under high jay cons :i'ic ,i ~>i .quipDont in the southern part of
StT Salvador, where th^ Governm nt JJ baildmg a divided highwr^ to the airport.
The bombs seriously damaged ii>e eqcL̂ vî ...4- <-md set fir*, to at least 14 lorries and
5 tractors. !>' )/ Tn r 'cordarn o witr government source'", ia SI Salvador, the 0ttack
has left ^bout 100 p>iOpi^ jobless, inciU;Ling drivers, mechanics, surveyors and
various skilled worker/, and1 it viil 0^ iiUDOSsiole to couple te the final stretch of
the highway. 167/

5. General attitude of tlu Salvadoricn ,)udi

14' 3Jn his previous report to tho Cor.imission on Iiuman Rights, iCo/ thu
Kepresentative roferr^d to tK- general rttitudb of inactivity and passivity of the
Salvadorian judiciary towards viola ti JJIS of human rignts, although xi<^ acknowledged
the difficulties ii,ipc ding the normal fanruioning of the courts and aoten certain
attempts to apply icgfl sanctions to tuch vie1 a+iors. The Special Representative
believes that this situation remains largely ua^hangod at pi'ese'it̂  for although he
has received infon£.ation o-i cer+ain othoj' procoedings ins^ituterl in respect of
violations of homan rights, the number ^f ori rainyJ viola tiers reported bears little
relation to the number of criminal procerdings brought to hir attention. At all
events, the Special .Representatives notes signs of r slight increase in -the activity
of the judiciary, although this is extraordinarily slow since there is no record of
any of the criminal prooe00ings instituted for human rights violations having
resulted in a sentence.

95* The Special Representative's general impression of the ettitude of the
Salvadorian judiciary is confirmed by --ther sources. Thus, according to Amnesty
International, 169/ ''the judicial system in 51 Salvador has all but ceased to
function1'. Moivov^r, a report prepared \/ the Lawyers' Coimmttee for International
Human Rights concerning the murder of four xlmerican nuns on '[ December 1900 l_7_0/

The Tt^y York Tines, ( L^c^mbcr Lcj'i2«, Le jion^, 13 j)eo>..:ber 1982

iC'j/ Government of El dalvador^ Information bujletin, Seinf"rii8 So. 6.

166/ Interne tional Herald Tribune, lrj-~,6 January I?n^.

167/ Informatioa bulletin, Soinform, Ko. 12, 14 January 19^3•

166/ E/CM.4/1jOP, paras. 110-i13 and 1? 9.

169/ Amnesty Interactional- o< .cit., ^ J R / 2 S / 4 S / 9 2 ? 11 June 1982.

170/ Lawyers' Conmiitce ior Inten'ational Fuman Righis, Justice in SI Salvador;
A Ose Study, "A report on the laves tiga • ion into the killing of four US churchwonen
in El Salvador", 20 July 190?.
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refers t^ the "general breakdown in the judicial powers in El Salvador" as one of
the obstacles to scriouc progress in that case. Similarlyf the report of
20 September 1982 of the lntor-Araorican Commission ^n Human Rights 17l/ states that
"at present, it is clear lhat there are no penal sanctions for most of the people
who commit such horrible crimes1'. _iid according' to press reports, 172/
Honsigncr Rivera y Damas in his homily on 7 lovenbor 1932 that the judiciary "is not
acting as it should".

96. The Attorney-General of the Republic explained t^ the Special Representative
some of the di f f icul t ies et present affecting the administration of Justice in
El Salvador. .according to those explanations, the Salvedorian judicial syston i s
organized for normal, peaceful conditions and has no neans of dealing with the
present situation of v'idespread violence. The i-ttornoy-Generai also stated that
in most cases i t ±L extremely diffirvJ t Lo find eu.; who coimitiec) murders, either
because there are no U I J L S K O ">. b^atce wi tic^sos aj'e afraid In tes t i fy . Nearly
a l l nurder ca.sos, bh: Atiorncy-Gencra '< treated, lead to the inst i tut ion of criminal
proceedings, but, in vd ow of such difficulties., the proceedings immediately come to
a s tandst i l l and ar^ classified ot "pending1 investigation". IT addition, according
to a docuaent nade cvaliable to Vnc Stx-ciai Represent? >,ive by the Government of
El Salvador, I J j / between 16 Juno 1930 and 2P -Junu 1992 55 ^embers of the Salvadorian
judiciary were nurderod by te r ror i s t s and a, furthe3 9 were subjected to threats from
the same source•

97* In some cases, however, Vnorj has bo^k sone resumption of the act ivi ly of the
Salvadorien criminal justice srJ steri. Thus, in. xhc case of the murder of the
four .American auns ->n < Docenoor 19^0s Hhe proceedings I T : in ^hc investigation
stage, according to what fchj J." xorney-Gcneral told the 3p>c_al ilepresentative.
According to mforraation suppliv-d qub&ocucntl^ by the Government of El Salvador, 174/
the t r i a l began ir IToveirber LyKd* fr> l"hc case of the iaArdor of Mr. Tieia and
two American advisors, tne Attorney-General s^id th&t the day before two accused
persons had been brought before the i i f t h Criminal Cour\. Subsequent reports
reaching the Soecirl Representative colooming this case 173/ state that at the end
of M veLiber 1962 the judicial reo^astrac I ion of events took Tiiaco and two former
corporals "in the ITrtional Guard confassed to having commie ted the murdui, although
they add"d that they had acted under the rrders cf tvra officers and with the
assistance of a businessman, .«.+ the beginning of Jocev.bef 1982, the judge ordered
the cor-riejicGiieni rI the triaJ st^£o, 1J6/ This decision was appealed against by
the ^ttorncy-Gonerr1, who opposed the dIsnissai cf proceedings in respect ,£ one
officer who was syspecied of being ^±. inetige.T-or. and was olt.o appealed against by
the defence counr-el of 'Sn~ two a. .cois d. =JjJ v/ith regard io I ho piocoodings in the
case jf bbj uorOor of Consignor xioiiero, the ^ttorney-Ge-ioral said thai, l ike so many
other proceedings, tluy wore c+ a & lead s t i l l because of the _.ack cf witnesses.

171/ OrgniizaJ ion cf American States, i^inucl Report of the Inler-ij.ierican
Comr.ission ^n JUian Eigh.L, 1901-190^, OEA/Scs.L/^/11-57, '0 Sepiombcr 1982.

172/ Excolsior, -1 jTovonbor '5" 2.

175/ Kciorandun from the Pr&sido/j1- uf the Supreme Ourc of Justice to the
Under-Secre fcary for 'External Affairs, San S--0 vrdor, °3 Julj- 1JJ2.

1"]A/ Inforuia^ion bullet in, Scinf^rr:, 17 HovGifoer 19"J2.

175/ Ifcw York l inos, 28 November 19P2.

175/ Tnfornacdon buJlotin, b^infori'i, 3 December 19?2.

177/ Ibid . , 1 Doceuibcr 1932.
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98. The Special Representative received, some inforriotion concerning action taKon
against members ^f the army and security forces accused of violations of human rights.
Thus, according to The Guardian, VJoJ 18 guardsmen l/ore arrested ii connection with
the deaths of four leaders and eight other members of the Christian Democratic Party
and thj mass killing of 22 persons. According to the same newspaper. VQ/ the
United States fkibasoy in El Salvador confirmed th~t. since January 1982, 147 members
of the armed forces and ot least 10 menbers of the civix defence organisation had
been arrested for gross acuse of authority,- 20 cf then: were olso under arrest for
murder. Lccording to the sane source, General Garde, ^linistor of Defence, issued
instructions in I larch to all ail 1 tar;' personnel, warning the t violations of the
Code "f Military Conduct would be pi'jiishod.

99* More specific infernetion in this connection is to b found in the documentation
handed to the Special Representative by Ihe Director-General of the Ifotional Police, 180/
which states tha b rotirea A m y Major Guillormo Antonio Rosaer and other persons were
remanded on 2 February 1982 to a cxxmi-v;l court for tcikiag part in the abduction of
an engineer ana usi.ig the services of p security company founded by Major Roeder
himself. The Special Representative do^s not know what stege has been reached in
the judicial proceedings. Lccording to other documentation passed on by the
Director-General of tno llbiional Police, 131/ 11 members of the Military Guard of the
cantons of can Agastin and Bue:ia Vista vera remanded to a court on 18 March 1982 for
taking part, on h lurch 1982, in Ihe rrardcr of 19 persons, 14 of whom were minors.
Tho Special Represonba-.lv> ago2.1 does :>oi know what stage has boea reached in tho
judicial investi^r t.i on of this Ji?tta-.

100. The Direotor-General of tho National Police disc gave tho Special Representative
a list 181'/ of 1)01 persons discharged fro-: tho National I'olice between 15 October 1979
and 22 September 1982s ij persons wore discharged for attempted rape; 42 for assault;
11 for extoriionj 39 for rape; 2C: for misappropriation? J8 for homicide? 14 for
theft; 11 for biibery; 6 for receiving unlawful payments 5 34 for injury; 17 for
robbery; 4 for abduction: '? for a,U,e:ip ted robbery; and c thjrs for various reasons.
The documentation states thot, in many casts, the accused have been placed ot the
dispossl of the competent criminal courts, but the Special Representative does not
know what stage has been recched in tho proceedings.

101. The Director-General of the Rural P~>2 LOG also handed to the Special Representative,
during his visit to tho country, a report or. ixral police officers remanded to
ordinary courts since 15 October 1979- 3 6.?/ The list includes 18 cases involving s
larger number of members of th:-t police force. The Special Representative wishes to

178/ The Guardian, 3 June x932.

179/ Ibid., ?3 July 1982.

180/ iLrufid Forces.', of 21 Salvador, Rational Police, Casojleyor y Lie.
Guilleruo Antonio Roeder Z.

18l/ Poid., Laso aso^inato do X9 personal --n el rteĉ cx" de San Pedro Perulapan.

182/ i-rmed Forces cf El Salvndor, >7atLonf-l Police, Resumoii de la bajas
habidas en oste cuerpo, a partir del Irj do octucre de 197V a la focha, por delitos
comuncs y otros, Sen oelvador, 22 Hoptemboi' 198?.

I83/ Rural Police, Informe osxrdxstico del personal de la Policfa de Hacienda
dado de bajo por '^jijija_B_jsgu^^^^ oelitos c
y por expuxsion d^iiritivr, duraiite el perio'de do ocrjbre 1979 hast? el
22 de septicmbi~/ dv 1902, SaJ Salve dor, 22 Soptembor 19:2.""
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draw attention to the following1 cases in particulars one for the murder of a
woman in June 1981; another for the rape of a minor in June 1981; another for
assault and robbery of a civilian in August 1981$ another for the murder of a
civilian in ^ugust 1981: another for assault and the robbery of a jewellery store
in September 1981; another for tne murder of several persons in March 1982;
another for assault and amed robbery m .upril 1982? pnother for homicide in
May 1982; another fox the same offence ir. J-ay 1982 5 another for assault and the
robbery of a petrol station in August 1932; and another for assault in ^ugust 1932.
The Special Representative does not know what stage has been reached in the criminal
investigation of those cases-

102. In addition the Director-General of the Rural Police gave the Special
Representative a list of 39 cases of expulsion of memberss 164/ b between 15 October
and 31 December 1979} 2 in 1930; 20 in 19qls and 12 between : January and
?2 September 1982. ".any of these cases related 1o disciplinary offences, such as
drunkenness and failure to observe working hours. Jn 1982, cno of the cases
involved the murder ox seveial civilians.

Lastly, the Special Representative found that the authorities of the
Republic 01 El Salvador displayed concern to give sone impetus to the functioning
of the criminal justice system as par^ of a policy to improve the situation of
human rights in the country. The SpeciaJ Representative expresses the fervent
hope that this concern will produce satisfactory results as so^n as possible.

164/ Toid.
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V. S15E&3M ^ WDGEES ixTD CHEE3 HUSHES 011SP1ACED -AS JL

104- In h is previous report ]85_/ the Special Representative stated? "The events in
El Salvador are forcing many people 00 leave thexr homes and normal places of
residence and to novo to other p^rts of the country nr to seek refuge in
neighbouring count/dec", Ifxis s i tua t ion continues in 1952, tnd c,s fax as
refugees are concerned the figures received siicv that their numbers increased
during the ye?r.

t e105. According to information from c/^ Office of
High Commissioner for Rafag:es (iJI(HCfc\ 1^6/ ori 1 June 193? tlierp vere estimated
to be between 175?000 - od S^jOCO Salvpdoij ar> refugees Ln vrrious Latin Aiieriuan
countries, dJ.strioj.Ged as foliovtoS /%000 Ln Belize; 10,000 in Cost; Ricas
between 50,000 end 100,000 xn Gucoenrle; 13,000 in Honduras? between f0,000 end
140,000 in Mexico; ?2,OUO m ^-icaragUc 5 and 1,000 in Panario.. Of -hese 54,030
are assisted by UNHCR.

106. As regards displaced persons, recording to information supplied to the
Special Representative during his visit to the country by C0NADE3 (iTstional Committee
for Aid to Displacea Persons) , IS?/ os ^b 3'. August 1982? 226,7^4 Sa,lvadorians had
been displaced from their places of residence and vere being given virious forms of
assistance by that body? food r nd heritii assistance, clothing, promotion of the
reincorporation of dLsolccerl persors 1:1 the econonxc li£r of the country by means
of work os needed in the oommur" t i c .

107. The Special Representative nevertheless wishes to refer to tlv̂  telex sent
from Mexico on 17 Beceribex 19P? oy bhe Hunan Rights Commission of El Salvador
(non-governmental) stating that sone 3,000 Salvaxlorian refugees m Sabanetas
(Department of llora^an) wore starving 00 dea fclj after a group of persons trying
to bring them food had been detained by the army.

E/CN.4/1502, para. 115.

1_8_6/ United Nations High Commiss_oner for Refugees, WilgR_xnfprmation,
Central America, Jure 19G2, ^o. 5«

J_8j/ itfrtiond Commission for Asaistance to Diapicced Persons, S,_n Salvador,
Cuadro jte_sumon _dej.^ Poblacxpn Desp'U^ieOj. _a_ Jl-XCL Jl^pJ-Sr^.X^Jl^.Pj^Jl^^PPS^SLS^t.
2X.AeS£?.s\o. CSummary of displaced persons at tne national l eve l , by departments
at 31 August).

188/ C01IADES, report to the Under-Secrclax-y for Foreign Affairs ,
26 July 1982.
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VI. SITUATION WITH REGARD TO COMPLIANCE WITH THE INTERNATIONAL
RULES OP HUTMNITARIAN LAW APPLICABLE IN AEMED CONFLICTS

108. With regard to respect for human rights in the arned conflicts talcing place in
El Salvador between the regular army and the opposition guerrilla forces, the
Special Representative received less information Tor this report than for the
previous one.

109. However, the report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of
20 September 1982 ]_§^/ states that the Commission is aware that serious violations
of human rights have been taking place on both sides, m violation of the
Geneva Conventions of 1949• Furthermore, some of tho reports on mass killings of
the civil population by regular military forces and guerrilla groups contained in
part IV of this report would appear to indicate e failure to comply with the
minimum rules of humanitarian law applicable in all types of conflict.

110. Nevertheless, the Special Representative received some reports indicating
that in certain cases both of the contending parties have spa-red the lives of
combatants captured in the course of the fighting and have even released them.

111. In this connection, the Special Representative wishes to point out that the
Ambassador of El Salvador to the United Nations Office at Gonevi made available
to him a document of the general staff of the arr.ed forces dated 9 December 1980
entitled "Normal procedure to be followed vioh. regfrd to persons captured by the
armed forces of El Salvador". I'he instructions contained in this document state
that during the interrogation of prisoners members of the armed forces must
always respect their person and treat them courteously but firmly; they must be
given food and the minimum necessary attention; women must be given special
treatment and be separated from nen. The document also contains instructions
about terrorists and collaborators who voluntarily give themselves ups such
persons must v/ithout exception be given r returnee'0 card and proceedings against
them must be initiated in any case in which they have demonstrably played a
leading role in, or been responsible for. the physical and moral destruction of the
Republic.

112. In addition, tho Special Representative received reports of cases of armed
left-wing opponents who availed themselves of the amnesty; 8 in Chalatenango;
2 others at Usulutani 19l/ 20 more on 31 December 1982 near Cerrdn Grande
4 more on the same date in the 00wn of Saa Vicem-e; 15/7 an<3 3 more at
Ilobasco. 195/

_18_9_/ Organization of American States, Annual Report, op. cit.

190/ £Oiaji_o__de Hpjr, 9 September 1982.

121/ HS2A'? 7 September 19&2.

192/ Information bulletin, j3ein£ojcvi, 7 January 1903.

193/ Ibid., 14 January 1935.
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113« The Special Representative was also able to speak to a former guerrilla
fighter who had "been captured in combat. He vss imprisoned Tout after some time
was released and was even able to go Lo Mexico. Some Sclvrdorian authorities told
the Special Representative of cases in which oapturcd guernllcs had received
humanitarian treatment and medical assistance. In addition, according to
statements by Monsignor Rivera ,y Da.mas made in September 1S32, !%£/ within the
chaotic framework of violence existing in El Salvador, "there have ^een signs
of humanisation in recent weeks when persons have been taken prisoner and placed
at the disposal of a judge, and when ^0 soldiers t"ken prisoner "by the guerrilla
forces have been handed over to the Internetional Red Cross".

11/1. The Special Representative also read in an information bulletin published by
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) i_9J)/ tnat delegates of the
Committee paid three visits to three officers and 56 soldiers captured by the FMLIT;
according to the same source, SO of these soldiers wore released under the auspices
of ICRC on 31 August, end handed over by ch:t humanitarian body to tho competent
military authority at the regional barracks of San Frarcisco C-otera (Morasan) .
According to explanations given to the Special Representative by Mr. Rafael Moreno,
a representative of the Political and Diplomatic Commission of the 3JDR-FML17,
10 of the captured soldiers preferred to join the guerrillas. In addition, the
Special Representative read in the press 196/ statements by some journalists who
had been held by guerrilla forces and later released^ they said that the
insurgents were treacing prisoners well.

115. The Special Representative subsequently received reports on thj release by
the FMLN of captured members of the regular army of El Salvador. Thus, according
to press reports, 197/ tho FML1I handed over to ICRC ^0 members of the army and
A members of the National Guard. According to an ICRC bulletin, 193/ on three
occasions FML1" forces handed over to ICRC a total of 53 members of the Salvedorian
armed forces captured during hostilities; ICRC in turn transferred them to the
nearest military garrisons.

i s , 13 Seotjnbor 190?.

Red Gross, SalyrejDjJtTo.̂ J3, 22 August l?°,,\

ii T- July 1932.

kos_Ajig?]-es, Timers, 20 Octobir 1932; ̂ icr
23 October 1932.

198/ Rod Cross, Salvrej£i_JL°_*-J-Sh. 24 November 1982.
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VII. CONOR 3I0ITS

116. After examining and conscientiously evaluating the information summarized in
the foregoing pages, the Special Representative is in n position to offer some
conclusions which reflect his personal convictions. It must be said, however,
that owing to the particular nature of bho Special Representative! s mandate and of
the investigation neao in order to discharge it, these convictions do not relate
to specific acts or events bub to the general situation of human rights in
El Salvador during 1902. The Special Represents tive in fact; considers that the
massive character of viola cionr. of human rights Lr. El Sclvrdor prevents him from
undertaking the necessary investigations to ascertain the feci;s of oaoh of the
coses about which he has received

117- With regard to economic, socicl ond culture! rights, the Special Representative
considers that, generally speaking, the situation he described in his previous
report to the Commission on Human Rights remains unchanged. 1_9_2/ l n "this context
the Specicl Representative takes into ;ccount The difficulties stemming from the
economic crises through which oho country is passing and the fact that there con
be no substantive improvement in those rights from one diy to the next, but only
through n gradual process ef reforms, inclading fgrerian reform, which requires,
among other things, a genuine climate of social poace. The Special Representative
considers, however, that the Srlvao'orian people still do not enjoy economic, socicl
and cultural righto of any particular significance. In the same context,he wishes
to odd that the attacks or, the country's economy carried; OUT systematically by the
guerrilla opposition, clthough presented as aimed at military targets, seriously
compromise the future enjoyment by the people of El Salvador of very important
economic, social and cultural rights.

11G. With regard to civil and politics! rights, the Special Representative is
morally convinced that Curing 1902 serious, massive ani persistent violations of
human rights have continued in the country and in many cases have ended tragically
in attacks on humor lives, precisely because of the continuing serious civil conflict
tailing place in El Salvador. While il is true that the information received shows
that the number of assassinations h.s dropped to approximately half what it was in
1981, nevertheless the sir-,e of the figures given for 190? clearly indicates that
the situation with regard to vosoect for human lil'̂  is still very serious. In the
opinion of the Special Representative, responsibility for the violations of civil
and political rights lies brth with members of uhe State apparatus and violent
groups of the extreme right, which seem to have cCTed in collusion with or been
tolerated by the former, nd with amo-l groups of the _rtrcmc left, although there
are indications that the violations of human rights involving attacks on the life,
physical integrity, liberty and security of persons are in the majority - but not
solely - perpetrated by members of the State ap"oara,tus and violent groups of the
extreme right, while terrorist acts against public and private property are
mainly due to guerrilla groups.

129/ E/CIT.4/15O2.
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119. With regard to the activity of the judiciary in El Salvador, tho
Special Representative considers that the situation is still unsatisfactory end
that it cells for considerable improvement. Although he has observed signs of a
slight increase in the punishment of violations of human rights, he has not heard
that any of the proceedings initiated have resulted in a sentence. The Special
Representative realizes, however, how difficult it is for the Salvadorian judicial
system properly to investigate and to punish such a large number of offences as
are at present being commixed in the country in the prevailing atmosphere of
generalised violence, and ne notes the concern of the authorities of th :
Republic to encourage the activity of the judiciary.

120. With regard to tho continued armed clashes between the regular army of
El Salvador and the guerrilla forces, the Spcci&l Representative believes that
the Geneva Conventions of 1949 end tho 1977 Protocols are stiLI not being properly
complied with, notwithstanding1 certain cases in vhich both sides have given
humanitarian treatment to, end even released, persons captured in combat. In his
interim report to the General Assembly, the Speci:l Representative seated 200/
that he "is not in a position to determine the numbers of such cases with respect
to either of the contending sides". Bearing in mind information received
subsequently, there are signs that the cases of humanitarian, treatment of persons
captured by the guerrilla forces are nevertheless more numerous. The
Special Rapporteur expresses his fervent hope that the humanitarian treatment of
persons captured in combat end more generally of all tho32 participating in
comba.t will soon become general practice.

121. While it is true that under both tho 1962 Constitution - declared to bo in
force by Decree Fo. 3 of tho Constituent Assembly - and the international
instruments on human rights applicable in El Salvador, the authorities of that
country have an undeniable right to &dopt emergency measures to deal irith the
situation of violence and armed confrontation existing in the country, nevertheless
neither those instruments nor the most elementary moral principles inherent in any
normal conscience would justify the use of emergency measures to violate fundamental
end inalienable human rights including, first and foremost, tho right of every
person to life.

122. The Special Representative again not3s tho concern "hich h? has observed in
high Government spheres in the Republic of SI Salvador for tho protection of human
rights but, while very pleased to see this concern, ho wishes to express his hope
and his fervent desire that it should speedily and effectively be reflected in the
facts of the situation, especially as regards respect for the basic right of every
person, which is the right to life.

200/ A/37/6H, "Situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in
El Salvador", Interim report transmitted to the General Assembly by
Professor Jose Antonio Pa,stor Ridruejo in fulfilment of tho mandate conferred
under resolution 1932/28 of the Commission on Human Rights, 22 November 1982.
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123. In view of the concern which the Govcrnmert ox El Salvador end othor interested
sectors have expressed rogardxng the? violation of human rights and bearing in mind
in particular tho quintessential nature of the right to life and that violations
of thst right are irreparable, the Specir-1 Representative recommends most
emphatically that Doth sides should immediately take steps to end the attacks on
human lives.

124. The Special Representative likewise considers that the restoration of civil
peace is a vital prerequisite for respect for civil and political rights end for
the gradual enhancement of economic, socirl and cultural rights. It is therefore
necessary once again to urge Ihe Government of El Salvador and other interested
parties to take whatever measures are noeesscry in order to bring peace to the
country. In this connection, the Government should constructively consider the
possibility of a dirlogue with ail the political forces of the country, including
those of the left-wing oppositio-p,, with L view to putting an end to the armed
confrontation.

125. In addition, the Government and authorities of El Salvador should be recommended
to adopt the following1 moosur-'-s, in particulars

(1) The ropejl of ell legal enactments fnd other measures that are
incompatible with tho principles ^ontcincd in the international Instruments binding
on the Republic of El Salvador in respect of human rights, and in particular the
repeal of Decree Eb. 5^7 of 3 rocomber 1980 contoinirg tho special law on
procedures applicable fco the offences referred to in article 177 o£ tho Political
Constitution^

(2) The institution of r^;l ,- nd effective cortrcl by the Government over ell
the members and unite of the armed forces end security forces and over all typos
of armed organizations and individuals in order to ensure that they behave in
accordance with tno principlJO laid dovn in the international instruments that ere
binding on the Republic of El Salvador in the matter of human z-ights, including
the Geneve Conventions of 1949 end tho 1977 Protocols;

(3) The adoption by the Salvadorian go"ernmentol and judicial authorities
of all the legal mecsures necessary t^ pi-event m l speedily and effectively
punish violations of human rights and fundamentrL freedoms, including the possible
dismissal from their posts of officials of the civil cdministiaticn and the heads,
officers and other subordinate members of the zrmed and security forces who have
been responsible for such violations;

(4) The organization ab all levels, including schools and the mass media,
of mass campaigns fco promote respect for humac right3;

(5) The continuation and extension, un a genuine human, social and
democratic basis, of the necessery administrative and social reforms, including
agrarian reform, so that the people of El S<Ivadcr may enjoy tc tho fullest
extent possible the econondc, socirl m d cultural righto set forth in the
international instruments binding or the Republic cf El Salvador.


