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Part One

REPORT OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT ON ITS FOURTH SESSION

Held at united Nations Headquarters, New York,
from 24 May to 4 June 1982

-1-
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1. INTRODUC'IION

1. In its resolution 34/218 of 19 December 1979, entitled "united Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development", the General Assembly decided
to establish an Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for
Development. In the same resolution, the Assembly also decided that the Committee
should be open to the participation of all States as full members, and that the
representation of Member States in the Con~ittee should be at a high level.

2. ~le General Assembly also decided that the Committee should meet once a year
and should submit its reports and recommendations to the Assembly through the
Economic and Social Council, which may translnit to the Assembly such comments on
the report ~s it may deem necessary, particularly with regard to co-ordination.
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I I. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Opening and duration of the session

3. The fourth session of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and
Technology for Development was held at united r~tions Headquarters from 24 May to
4 June 1982.

4. The Committee held nine meetings (23rd to 31st) from 24 May to 4 June 1982.
After the opening of the session by the outgoing Chairman, the Committee
immediately adjourned until 27 May 1982 at the request of the Chairman of the
Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group on the United Nations Financing System for Science
and Technology for Development. This was done to enable the Group to make further
progress in its work. The Committee also held informal meetings during that period.

B. Membership and attendance

5. In accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 34/218, the
Committee is open to the participation of all States as full members.
Representatives of ~e following States attended the fourth session of the
Committee:

7.

8.

9.

10.

Algeria
Australia
Austr ia
Bangladesh
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Canada
Cape Verde
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Ecuador
Egypt
Ethiopia
Finland
France
German Democratic

Republic
Germany, Federal

Republic of

Ghana
Greece
Holy See
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran (Islamic

Republic of)
Ireland
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Kenya
Lesotho
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Norway
oman
Pakistan
Peru
Poland
Portugal
Qatar
Republic of Korea

Romania
Sierra Leone
Spain
Sri. Lanka
SWeden
SWitzerland
Thailand
Togo
T~inidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet socialist

Republics
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Upper Volta
Uruguay
Venezuela
Yugoslavia
Zambia
Zimbabwe

11.

6. The following United Nations organs and bodies were represented:

united Nations Conference on Trade and Development
united Nations Industrial Development Organization

-3-
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United Nations Environment Programme
United Nations Development Programme
WOrld FOod Council
United Nations Institute for Training and Research

7. The following regional commissions were represented;

Economic Commission for Europe
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

8. The following specialized agencies were represented;

C

v

9.

International Labour Organisation
Food and Agr icultlJre Organization of the United Nations
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization
World Bank
WOrld Health Organization
World Meteorological Organization

1he International Atomic Energy Agency was also represented.

13. T

{

differ

left u
Develo

10. The following intergovernmental organizations were also represented;

Andean Pact
Asian Development Bank
Council of Europe
Delegation of the Commission of the European Communities to the united Nations
Federation of Arab Scientific Research Councils
Inter-American Institute for Co-ope~ation on Agriculture
Intergovernmental Bureau for Informatics
Intergovernmental Committee for Migration
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
Organization of the Islamic Conference
Permanent Secretariat of the General Assembly Treaty on Central American

Economic Integration

11. The following non-governmental organizations were also represented;

Baha'i International Community
Catholic Relief Services
Natural Resources Defense Council
International Chamber of Commerce
International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
International organization of Business' and Professional Women
International Society for Commmunity Development
World Association of Former united Nations Internees and Fellows
World Union of Catholi'e Women's Organizations

c. Election of officers

12. At its 24th and 25th meetings, on 27 and 28 May, the Committee elected by
acclamation the following officers for 1982;
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Chairman; Mr. 140hamed Baha-Eldin FAYEZ (Egypt)

Vice-Chairmen; Mr. Slawomir CYTRYCKI (Poland)
Mr. Jesper KNUDSEN (Denmark)
Mr. Alfredo RAMIREZ ARAIZA (Mexico)

Rapporteur; Mr. Tadamichi YAMAl·1OTO (Japan)

D. Documentation

13. The Corr.mittee had before it the following docu~entation;

(a) Levels of attainment of scientific and technological development among
different countries: note by the Secretary-General (A/CN.ll/13)~

(b) Current state of negotiations in other United Nations forums on issues
left unresolved by the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development; report of the Secretary-General (A/CN.ll/14 and Add.l);

(c) Provisional agenda for the fourth session (A/CN.ll/22)i

(d) Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and
Technology for Development: note by the Secretary-General (A/CN.ll/23);

(e) OVer-all annual report on activities of the United Nations system in the
field of science and technology for development: report of .the Secretary-General
(A/CN.ll/24) ;

(f) Report on the question of the levels of attainment of scientific and
technological development among different countries: activities of the United
Nations system; note by the Secretary-General (A/CN.ll/25)i

(g) FOllow-up to the stUdy of the effici;ncy of the United Nations system in
the field of science and technology for development; note by the secretary-General
(A/CN.11/26) ~

(h) Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group on the united Nations
Financing System for science and Technology for Development (A/CN.ll/27)i

(i) Report of the Administrator of the United Nations Developnent programme,
prepared in consultation with the Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation, on the operations of the Interim Fund up to
31 December 1981 and the Financing System from 1 January 1982, and related policy
issues (A/CN.ll/28)i

(j) Activities of the Centre for Science and Technology for Development;
note by the Secretary-General (A/CN.ll/29)i

(k) Report of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development on its second session (A/CN.ll/30)i

(1) NOte by the Secretary-General on the appointment of members of the
Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development (A/CN.ll/31 and
Corr.l);
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(m) A conference room paper on criteria and arrangements for the
participation of non-governmental organizations in the activities of the
intergovernmental Committee (CRP/1982/1)J

(n) A conference room paper containing information provided by national focal
points with respect to implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science
and Technology for Development (CRP/1982/2)i

(0) A conference room paper on ~~e updated proposed programme of work for
1982-1983 with respect to the United Nations Centre for Science and Technology for
Development (CRP/1982/3).

(p) A conference room paper on an informal proposal submitted by the Member
States of the European Economic Community as a contribution to the discussions of
items 3, 4 and 8 of the agenda (CRP/1982/4)i

(q) Note by the Secretariat on the state of preparedness of documentation for
the session (A/CN.ll/L.34)i

(r) Draft report of the Intergovernmental Committee on SCience and Technology
for Development (A/CN.ll/L.35 and Add.I-6);

(s) Draft resolution submitted by Canada, Egypt, France, Mexico and Norway
entitled "Participation of non-governmental organizations in the work of the
Committee" (A/CN.ll/L.36);

(t) Draft resolution entitled "'Ihe role of the national focal points in the
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action" submitted by Algeria on behalf of
the States members of the Group of 77 which are members of the Committee
(A/CN.ll/L.37) J

(u) Draft resolution on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action
on Science and Technology for Development submitted by Algeria on behalf of the
States members of the Group of 77 which are members of the Committee (A/CN.ll/L.38);

(v) Draft provisional agenda for the fifth session of the Committee
(A/CN.ll/L.39) i

(w) Draft resolution entitled "Science and technology for development"
submitted by Algeria on behalf of the States members of the Group of 77 which are
members of the Committee (A/CN.ll/L.40)i

(x) Draft decision on action to be taken on issues left unresolved by the
united Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Develovment submitted by
Algeria on behalf of the States members of the Group of 77 which are members of the
Committee (A/CN.ll/L.4l)i

(y) Draft resolution entitled "'Ihe role of the national focal points Hi the
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action" submitted by
Mr. Slawomir Cytrycki (Poland), Vice-Chairman of the Committee, on the baisa of
informal consultations held on draft resolution A!CN.ll/L.37 (A!CN.ll/L.42)J
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(z) Draft resolution on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action
on Science an Technol09Y for Development submitted by l-tr. Alfredo Ram:lrez Araiza
(Mexico), Vice-Chairman of the Committee, on the basis of informal consultations
held on draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.38 (A/CN.ll/L.43)~

(aa) Draft resolution entitled "Science and technology for development"
submitted by Mr. Jesper Knudsen (Denmark), Vice-Chairman of the Committee on the
basis of informal consultations held on draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.40
(A/CN.ll/L.44) ~

(bb) Draft decision on action to be taken on issues left unresolved by the
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development submitted by
Mr. Jesper Knudsen (Denmark), Vice-Chairman of the committee, on the basis of
informal consultations held on draft decision A/CN.ll/L.4l (A/CN.ll/L.45).

E. Adoption of the agenda

14. At its 24th meeting, on 27 May, the Commi ttee adopted the following agenda for
the session, as contained in A/CN.ll/22:

1. Election of officers

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters

3. Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and
Technology for Development

4. Recommendations arising from the study of the efficiency of the united
Nations system in the field of science and technology for development

5. Action to be taken on issues left unresolved by the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development

6. Financing science and technology for development

7. Activities of the Centre for Science and Technology for Development

8. Reports of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development

9. Appointment of members to the Advisory Committee on SCience and
Technology for Development

10. Draft provisional agenda and documentation for the fifth session of the
Comnittee

11. Adoption of the report of the Committee.

F. Adoption of the report

15. At its 31st meeting, on 4 June, the Committee adopted tlle draft report
(A/CN.ll/L.35 and Add.1-6) and authorized the Rapporteur to prepare and finalize
the report of the Committee, in consultation with members of the bureau.

-7-



!II. WORK OF THE COMMITTEE AT ITS FOURTH SESSION

A. Introductory and general statements

16. The Chairman of the Intergovernmental Committee for 1981 made a statement at
the opening of the fourth session. He recalled that, although three years had
passed since the united Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development, implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action remained largely
unaccornplished.

19. The Chairman also pointed out the state of crippling technological dependence
and economic vulnerability of the developing countries. Unless the structural
problem of dependence were tackled, the unequal relationship in the international
field would prevail. What was required in that respect was not marginal
inq~overnents in a status quo situation, but a fundamental restructuring of the
international technological environment which would enable ·the developing countries
to greatly improve their own technological profile, so as to become full partners
in world progress and share equitably the benefits thereof.

20. He emphasized the importance of South-South co-operati~n, but noted that that
should supplement, not replace, l~rth-South co-operation, since it was in the
interest of all nations to avoid, at all costs, a highly counter-productive climate
of confrontation.

21. He noted that the progress made in mobilizing financial resources during the
past year had been slow, even though the transitional Financing System had been
established on 1 January 1982. He also referred to the ministerial-level Goodwill
Mission which had been undertaken on the initiative of a number of developing
countries. The Mission had succeeded in bringing home to policy-makers in most of
the participating countries the vital importance of and mutual need for increased
international co-operation on a multilater.al basis in the field of science and
technology. Although no breakthLough had been achieved at the latest meetings of
the Mission, held at Vienna on 18 and 19 May 1982, those meetings had provided an
opportunity for a very meaningful dialogue in helping delineate the position of
many countr ies. He hoped that the work of ~e Committee in the next two weeks
would bring them much closer to the required breakthrough.

22. At the 24th meeting, on 27 Hay, the Chairman, in his opening statement .upon
taking the Chair, thanked the Committee for electing him Chairman by acclamation.
He stated that the importance of science and' technology in the development process,
particularly for developing countries, could no longer be questioned and that in
the preamble to the Vienna Programme of Action its context and purpose were set
forth. The full potential of developing countries in the field of science and
technology could not be realized unless international scientific and technological
relations were reconstructed. Illternational co-operation in science and

-8-
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technology, including fundamental changes, were indispensable to the promotion of
autonomous science and technology capacities in developing countries.

23. Restructuring scientific and technological relations and strengthening the
role of the united Nations system in science and technology and the provision of
increased financial resources should be considered as means of attaining the
primary objective of strengthening the scientific and technological capacities of
developing countries. What was needed was a new international scientific and
technological order.

24. The Chairman stated further that the Vienna Programme of Action had assigned a
crucial role to financing science and technology as an important element in the
strengthening of endogenous capacities. Developing countries, given the magnitude
and complexity of thei~ problems and constraints on their financial resources, were
unable to mobilize financial resources even to the minimum extent required to
create endogenous capacities. It was in that context that the establishment of a
long-term financing system would need to be considered as an absolute necessity.
The Chairman stressed the vital importance of preserving the dynamism that
prevailed and of building on the achievements that had already been attained.

25. The Committee had before it an extremely important and complex agenda and the
time available had to be optimally utilized to achieve maximum results, including
the time required for informal consultations for the negotiations relating to the
establishment of the long-term Financing System.

26. At the 24th meeting also~ the Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation, in his statement, emphasized the irrq)ortance of
the work and mandate of the Committee as the principal instrument within the United
Nations system for the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. In that
connection, he recalled that the International Development Strategy for the Third
united Nations Development Decade had called upon the international community to
implement the Vienna Programme of Action principally in order to strengthen the
scientific and technological capacities of developing countries, to restructure tile
existing pattern of international scientific and technological relations, to
strengthen the role of the united Nations system in science and technology and to
ensure the provision of increased financial resources. He further stated that the
Vienna Conference and its principal product, the Vienna Programme of Action,
constituted a major eff~rt on the part of the international community to mobilize
science and technology as a powerful and productive instrument of development, and
that, even though the primary responsibility of generating and mobilizing
scientific and technological resources rested within the developing countries
th~nselves, there was need for action on the part of the international community to
support and facilitate those efforts.

27. The Director-General referred to the current world economic crisis and stated
that that also affected the Frospects of international ecpnomic co-operation which
had been, despite limitations, the major achievement in the past few decades. He
further stated that, as a consequence of the economic crisis, there appeared to be
an increasing erosion of faith in multilateralism.

28. He pointed out that the present international economic environment was of
particular relevance in the context of building endogenous science and technology
capacity in developing countries, since that was initially a product of investment
and long-term actions, requiring continuous and consistent efforts. He stressed

-9-
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that it was important to avoid seeking equal solutions to immediate problems and
that long-range planning and investments should not be relegated to second place.

29. In the context of the process of further refining the operational plan for the
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, the Director-General stated that
the proposals submitted by the Centre for Science and Technology for Development,
with the assistance of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development, provided a constructive basis for discussion. The further elaboration
of policies and measures to develop endogenous capacities in science and technology
by the Intergovernmental Committee, with the assistance of the Advisory Committee,
would assist in strengthening the activities of the United Nations system. The
Task Force on Science and Technology for Development of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination (ACC) had identified fields of joint activities ar1s1ng
out of, and corresponding to, some of the areas of concentration in the operational
plan, and four technical working groups of the Task FOrce had made considerable
progress during their first meetings in April 1982. It was important to recognize
that the task was a continuing and evolving one and that its results would be
brought to the attention of the Intergovernmental Committee periodically. While
identifying and formulating joint activities, it was important to fully take into
account the competences and mandates of the organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system, which were determined by Governments thffiuselves through
appropriate intergovernmental bodies. There was need to avoid unnecessary
duplication of efforts and to promote the optimum utilization of available
resources.

30. The Director-General further mentioned that, even though every effort would
have to be made to mobilize financial resources from the regular bUdgets of the
organs, organizations and bodies of tl.e United Nations system to finance the joint
activities, those financial resources would need to be supplemented by the
mobilization of resources from other sources and, in that connection, the United
Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for Development was of
partiCUlar relevance.

31. He referred to the efforts currently under way to establish the long-term
Financing System and stated that the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Group
of Experts had laid a sound basis for ongoing negotiations carried out by the
Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group on the united Nations Financing System for Science
and Technology for Development. He stated that, notwithstanding the problems that
the Group had encountered, it had covered substantial grounds. In that connection,
he referred to the useful efforts being made by a group of developing countries,
more recently in consultation with a group of developed countries, to promote
international support for mobilizing financial resources for science and technoloyy
for development and stated that it was of utmost importance that those initiatives,
both within and outside the United Nations, should be carefully carried forward to
converge into a collective effort to attain the common objective. The
Director-General sincerely appealed ~o all Member States to continue and strengthen
tile collective endeavour and arrive at an agreement on the establishment of a
long-term Financing System.

32. The Director-General also referred to the issues left unresolved by the Vienna
Conference and stated r~at, even though those issues were hig~ly complex and
controversial, the task of the Committee would remain incomplete if serious and
direct consideration was not given to clarifying those issues and possibly
achieving agreement on them.
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33. The Executive Director of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development stated that the first tnree sessions of the Comaittee had been devoted
to formulating and defining the.mechanisms through which the Vienna Programme of
Action could be set in motion. At the fourth session, the Committee was in a
position to evaluate the steps undertaken and to refine its course.

34. He believed that the mandate and composition of the Committee afforded it a
unique opportunity to carry out a concerted multilateral policy in science and
technology. He mentioned that during the past three days, the Ad Hoc
Intergovernmental Group of Experts on the united Nations Financing System for
SCience and Technology for Development had held meetings for the purpose of
agreeing on recommendations on the levels of resources and modes of operations of
the Financing System. The Group had concluded its deliberations without arriving
at final recommendations for the Committee. He emphasized, however, that a
Financing System was an integral part of the programme agreed upon in Vienna and
its establishment testified to the willingness of the international community to
contribute to the restructuring of internatioal relations in tl1at field.

35. He stated further that the Committee had before it a set of programme
proposals derived from the operational plan and its areas of concentration. The
activities proposed covered a vast area and were intended to provide a direction
for development of projects consistent with the Vienna Programme of Action. In his
view, each activity could eventually cover a number of projects to be developed by
the countr ies themselves and, upon their request, by the relevant organiz; .ons of
the United Nations system, in accordance with the particular needs and de is of
the countries concerned.

36. With regard to the activities of the United Nations system, the Executive
Director stated that the efforts in developing new orientations in tile design and
execution of joint activities ~' a co-ordinated rnanner had been very encouraging.
In that regard, the ACe Task Force on Science and Technology for Development had
played a particularly vital role. He mentioned that the Task Force had provided
major inputs with respect to the formulation of the operational plan, the study of
the efficiency of the United Nations system and, more recently, the formulation of
joint activities to be pursued in the context of the implementation of the
operational plan. He stated that, to achieve the latter, the ACC Task Force had
established four working groups to identify those joint activities. The four
working groups had held their first sessions and tl1e remaining sessions had been
scheduled in such a way as to permit their task to be completed before the end of
1982, at which time precise details of the joint activities, including the role of
the lead agencies and cost estimates, would be available.

37. He emphasized that the implementation of the Vienna Programrae of Action rested
primarily with the initiatives of the Governments regarding activities to be
carried out at national and regional levels. In the years since the Vienna
Conference, he stated, important initiatives had taken place in the developing
world in the strengthening of national structures for formulating and implementing
policies and plans for science and technology and in the promotion of co-operation
among developing countries in that field. TO assist in that effort, the Centre was
organizing a series of meetings of experts of national focal points. The first of
those meetings had been held recently in 11exico and organized in co-operation with
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Science and Technology Council of
Mexico.
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38. The representative of Mexico requested that the report of that meeting be made
available to the Committee.

B. Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on
Science and Technology for Development

a (agenda item 3)
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39. The Executive Director of the united Nati~ns Centre for Science and Technology
for Development, in introducing document A/CN.ll/23, stated that, in his view,
agenda item 3 is one of the most important items of this session. Part I of this
document describes efforts undertaken by the united Nations system, especially
through the ACC Task Force on Science and Technology for Development and its four
working groups, to design and carry out a number of joint activities under the
major programme areas of the operational plan and its areas of concentration.
Part 11 contains an elaboration of the proposals of tile operational plan in terms
of specific activities.

40. The Executive Director briefly explained the work done by the working groups
at their first session and stated that, even though the areas covered by the
working groups of the Task FOrce and the ad hoc panels of the Advisory Co~ittee

are somewhat similar, each of them has distinct mandates and different purposes.
However, the Centre, as tile secretariat of the Task Force and the Advisory
Committee, would ensure necessary co-ordination.

41. The Executive Director referred to the question of financing the joint
activities and stated that the Task Force had, during its third session, felt that
the matter of financing joint activities would need to be given particular
attention. The United Nations system, consistent with the directives of their
intergovernmental bodies, is taking steps to orient its activities, inclUding the
identification and execution of joint activities, in line with the Vienna Programme
of Action and its operational plan. However, it would avpear that substantial and
additional resources \~uld be needed to execute and implement these joint
activities. In this context, it was felt that the United Nations Financing System
for Science and Technology for Development, in line with the rules and guidelines
established by the General Assembly and the Intergovernmental committee, provides a
logical source to supplement the financing of joint activities. The joint
activities would respond to the needs of developing countries that should be
supported and sponsored by them. He stated that, in view of these factors, the
Committee might wish to give consideration to this question.

42. The Executive Director stated that section 11 of A/CN.ll/23 proposes a set of
specific activities deriving from the areas of concentration, besides proposals
under Programme Area V, namely the Financing ?f Science and Technology. The
formulation of the proposals was essentially guided by the recommendations of the
Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development. He stated ~at those
activities were not in the nature of projects but rather they provide a direction
for the development of projects and that each activity could eventually cover a
nmruber of projects to be developed by countries under relevant organizations of the
United Nations system.

43. The Executive Director referred to A/CN.ll/24, dealing with agenda item 4, and
stated that this provides an over-all annual report on the activities of the united
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Nations system in the field of science and technology for development. The
information provided by the organizations of tile system has been organized under
the eight major programme areas-of the operational plan.

44. As to the question of measuring the levels of attainment of scientific and
technological development among different countries, the Executive Director drew
the attention of the Conunittee to A/CN.II/25 and earlier document A/CN.Il/13, which
outlined the dimensions of that question, discussed relevant efforts of the united
Nations system and proposed possible approaches for future action. He pointed out
the importance of such methodologies in following up the implementation of the
Vienna Programme of Action.

45. Several representatives welcomed the establishment of working groups by the
ACC Task Force. on the question of the financing of joint activities, these
delegations felt that the organizations of the united Nations system should make
every endeavour to meet the financial resources required, to the maximum extent
possible, from their own budgetary resources, and that the utilization of the
resources of the Financing System should not be prejudged.

46. Several representatives welcomed the proposals of the Ace Task Force that
since the annual report and biEmnial review have several overlapping elements, it
would be useful to agree on a cor~)rehensive biennial analytical review and a brief
annual status report. In regard to the proposal of the Task Force that the Centre
for Science and Technology for Development should present to the Comnlittee a
comprehensive world report on science and technology for development along the
lines of the World Developmen.t Report of the World Bank, they were of the view that
it might not be desirable at this juncture, sir.ce this migh't entail significant
redeployment of the resources of the Centre. one representative stated that the
proposal needs additional stUdy and analysis, so that necessary financ~al resources
can be duly estimated.

47. One representative referred to ti1e newsletter "Update" and hoped that it would
rapidly change its emphasis from factually reporting on the work of th~

Intergovernmental Committee and the Advisory Committee to focusing on th~ substance
of science, technology and development.

48. A representative stated that, in order to improve co-ordination and
optimization of the activities of different organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Na tions system, dealing witi1 the i~)lementationof tile Vienna Programme of
Action and its operational plan, it is necessary to work out priority programmes in
the framework of the competences of each organization in accordance with the areas
of concentration and inclUde them in their medium-term plans. These medium-term
plans should be co-ordinated in order to harmonize tile programmes and avoid
overlapping.

49. The ACe Task Fbrce and its working groups should not be limited to the
consideration of potential areas of joint activities. They should also work out
proposals connected with tile implementation of the proposals contained in the basic
study of the efficiency of the united Nations system (A/36/240).

50. Ole delegation pointed out that lne strengthening of peace, support for the
process of detente and the cessation of the arms race 'are necessary preconditions
for successful internatioal economic co-operation and the accelerated development
of developing countries based on advanced scientific and technological achievements.
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51. Some representatives stated tllat the efforts of the Centre to co-ordinate the
medium-term plans of the united Nations system in science and technology are steps
in the right direction, particule:.rl~1 in the absellce of significant additional
resources for the financing of new programmes of joint activi ties.

52. A number of representatives pointed out that the proposals contained in
section 11 of A/CN.ll/23 were very numerous and diverse and in many cases not
sUfficiently specific. There was general agreement that priorities should be
established with a view to making the most effective use of limited financial
resources. It was suggested that the priorities established should be reflected in
the medium-term plan~ of the various parts of the United Nations system.

53. It was stressed that the principal objective of the elaboration of the
operational plan should be to further the establishment in developing countries of
endogenous capacity in the area of science and technology, in the context of the
Vienna Programme of Action. The need to develop at tlle country level a science and
technology infrastructure was stressed, including, for example, basic research
capacity, hurllan resources and policy-making and planning capacity.

54. A number of representatives also referred to the need to integratp women fully
into the process of scientific and technological developlnent. It was pointed out
that capacity building required the active participation of all sections of
society. Emphasis was also placed on international co-operation, both multilateral
and bilateral.

55. Another representative emphasized the importance of science and technology
activities at the regional economic commissions level, taking into account both
national experience and respective commissions' possibilities.

56. A group of developed countries stated that it was imperative that the
operational plan be elaborated through precise and specific proposals, as
contemplated in Committee resolution 2 (Ill) and in General Assembly resolution
36/183. He noted that the ACC Task Force and the Advisory COI;~mittee have made
important contributions to this process. However, in order to attract
contributions from member States towards the core resources of the Financing
System, it is necessary that specific and concrete activities are identified
towards which the resources of the Financing System are to be provided and
utilized. \~ile appreciating the substantial efforts that have been made so far,
the Committee might request the Centre to make specific proposals on these lines.

57. The proposal concerning the early identification and assessment of new
scientific and technological developments was supported by many representatives.
One representative, however, had some reservations on the timing and ambitious
nature of the proposed work. Some representatives suggested changing the term
"early warning system" to "early identification. and assessment of new technologies"
and, in this connection, a group of developed countries suggested that attempts
should be made to gather already existing information on this SUbject from _
different sources.

58. In regard to the development of human resources in science and technology for
development, some representatives pointed out that no general formula would fit all
countries and that each had to determine its own specific requirements.
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59. As to the area relating to the elimination of the causes of reverse transfer
of technology, one representative indicated that, in addition to the activities
proposed, legislation might need to be adopted in both the receiving country and
the country from where scientists and technologists come from.

60. Some representatives referred to the establishment of a global network of
scientific and technological information systems and stressed that in this
connection extensive use should be made of existing facilities. one representative
drew attention to the proposals for establishing links between research and
development and the productive sector and expressed the view that this was an
important area for further work.

61. Referring to the document on the "Levels of attainment of scientific and
technological development among different coutries" (A/CN.ll/25) a number of
representatives stressed both the co~)lexity and the importance of measuring the
levels of scientific and technological development. These delegations gave
examples of countries in different stages of development whose situation would not
be discernible by simple methods of measurement such as gross national product.

62. A representative indicated that the developing countries were interested in
this mat~er, in partieular from the point of view of acquiring planning capacity.
He also stressed the need for training statistics instructors.

63. The represe~1tative of the united Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNITAR) cited various fellowship and training activities of the Organization as
attesting to the importance o~ expanding and diversifying united Nations fellowship
and training programmes with a view to increasing these means of action towards tile
creation of endogenous scientific-technological capabilities of the developing
countries. She also drew the COTLUTlittee's attention to two new books published by
UNITAR on scientific and technological change and the role of women, and on science
and technology in a changing international order.

64. The representative of the Intergovernmental Bureau for ~nformatics (IHI)
outlined the main thrust of his organization's activities in ~elation ot the eight
programme areas of the operational plan for the implementation of the Vienna
Prograwae of Action.

65. The representative of the International Society for Community Development,
stressing the importance given in the Vienna Programme of Action to the role of
women in the application of science and technology for development, welcomed recent
activities within the united Nations system in the implementation of the
Prograwne. She noted, in particular, that the establishment of the four technical
working groups of the ACC Task Force on Science and Technology for Development was
an effective measure of carrying out the Programme.

66. She also expressed the hope that the Committee would begin to consider the
provisions of resolution 2 of the Vienna Conference at this and its future sessions.

C. Follow-up to the study of the efficiency of the united Nations
system in the field of science and technologY for development

(agenda item 4)

67. The Executive Director referred to the recommendations arising from the report
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of the Secretary-General entitled "Study of the efficiency of the United Nations
system in the field of science and technology for development" (A/36/240) under
agenda item 4, and stated that proposals I, 11 and IV of that study de~l primarily
with administration and management questions relating to operational activities,
while proposals Ill, V and VI deal with specific programme questions. As part of
the consideration of proposals I, 11 and IV, it has been recommended that the
Intergovernmental Committee might wish to invite annually a number of Governments
of developing countries to assess the impact of science and technology activities
of the United Nations system on the building of endogenous capacities in these
countries and report to the Intergovernmental Committee. In addition, the
Committee might wish to invite the organizations of the united Nations system to
consider, as part of the assessments of their own programmes and activities, the
contribution made to the strengthening of the endogenous capacities in developing
countries and t~e issues raised in proposals I and 11. ~Ie information provided by
the organizations in this respect would be reported to the Committee.

68. with regard to proposal III (A/36/240), the Executive Director stated that any
decision regarding the establishment of an international institute for science
policy and study might await the outcome of the feasibility study by the united
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on establishing
an international institute for the planning of scientific and technological
development. He also stated that the Task Force considered that it was extremely
important to study the close linkage between the efficiency of the united Hations
system and the means and modalities to improve the "delivery systems" in the fields
of science and technology and that, for this purpose, the Task Force has,
inter alia, recommended that the Centre should further elaborate on this matter in
consultation with the Task Force.

69. The Executive Director stated that, in regard to proposal V (A/36/240), there
are several ongoing activities in the united Nations system dealing with some
aspects of the establishment of an integrated comprehensive data base and that, in
addi.tion to taking into account the results of these reviews, it has been
recommended that the Centre should establish a data base of approved science and
technology programmes and activities of the united Nations system, derived
primarily from the information provided by the organizations on an annual basis.

70. Many representatives welcomed the recommendation regarding proposals I and 11
of the secretary-GeneralIs report (A/36/240) that a few developing countries should
be invited by th~ Committee to assess the impact of the science and technology
activities of the united Nations system on the endogenous capacities of developiny
countries. The representative of SWeden, on behalf of the Nordic countries,
however, was of the opinion tilat the 12 countries proposed in the report
(A/CN.ll/26) was too large and that the number should be limited to a few. He
further ~tated that the assessment of the organizations of the united Nations
system of the impact on endogenous capacity ~uilding of their science and
technology activities should be restricted to these few selected countries.

71. One representative on the other hand, felt that the recommendations on
proposals I and 11 (A/CN.ll/26) were inadequate and that the document should serve
as a preliminary basis for a more detailed discussion on the action to be taken to
improve the efficiency of the United Nations system in the field of science and
technology.
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72. With regard to the recommendation that the Centre for Science and Technology
for Development should set up an integrated data base on science and technology
activities of the united Nations system (proposal V of A/CN.ll/26), the
re~esentative of SWeden, on behalf of the five Nordic countries, felt that it was
premature, given the fact that the whole question of economic and social
information is under review in the mlited Nations system.

73. A group of developed countries referred to table 3 in the Secretary-General's
report (A(36/240) and suggested that, the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development should gather data on projects and programmes by Governments of
developing co~ntries under ti1e 11 sectors or areas listed in the table. These data
should be critically analysed by the Centre to determine the gaps and drawbacks ill
the development process. He further stated that a report on the analysis should be
presented to the Committee to enable it to focus its attention on the areas where
urgent actions were required. He stressed that the task would not involve any
great expenditure.

74. One representative stated that the report of tile Secretary-General (A/36/240)
emphasized efficiency in the use of resources through better co-ordination, and the
Committee and the Centre for Science and Technology for Development should direct
their efforts in this direction. He also felt that the implementation of the
recommendations contained in the document (A/CN.l~26) should not increase the
expenditures or regular budget of the united Nations.

75. In reply to queries raised by representatives regarding the feasibility study
for the establishment of an International Institute for the Planning of Scientific
and Technological Development, the representative of tl1e United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) stated that
consultations had been held with Member States and a meeting of a group of experts
had been convened in Paris in october 1980 and that the final re~rt will be
presented to the General Conference of UNESCO at its twenty-second session in 1983.

D. Action to be taken on issues left unresolved by the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development

(agenda item 5)

76. The Executive Director of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development reviewed the progress made on this issue at the third session of the
Committee. 11 He drew the COIDnlittee's attention, in particular, to a draft
decision submitted to it at the resumed third session by Venezuela on behalf of the
State members of the Group of 77, which recommended t~at the Committee extend its
fourth session by one extra week ~o be devoted exclusively to the discussion of the
issues left unresolved by the Vienna Conference. He stated further that although
the Committee subsequently referred the draft decision to the thirty-sixth session
of the General Assembly, no action was taken on it.

77. A representative stated that his country's delegation was ready to resume
consideration of these issues.

78. He confirmed the position of his country in regard to the inclusion of all
issues of annex 11 of the report of the united Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development as it was proposed by the First Conunittee of the
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Conference, 2/ especially paragraph 7 of the preamble, which states that peace,
security and-national independence are important factors for ensuring the effective
utilization and further development of science and technology for all countries
and, in particular, for the developing countries.

E. Financing science and technology for development

(agenda item 6)

79. The Director of the united Nations Financing System for Science and Technology
for Development introduced the "Report of the operations of the Inter im Fund and
the Financing System" (A/CN.ll/28), prepared by the Administrator of the united
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in consultation with the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation. The Director stated that
projects supported by the InteriTil Fund and the Financing System were those proposed
by Governments or groups of Governments and designed to meet high-priority needs of
the country concerned. While it was difficult to make generalizations about
priorities, those specific projects had been oriented towards strengthening the
endogenous capability of developing countries. The Interim Fund had also developed
specific new procedures for a systematic appraisal, development, approval and
execution of projects. These procedures which had proved successful could provide
a solid basis for the further activities of the Financing System in the future.

80. The Director of the Financing System stated that the potential impact and
utility of the Interim Fund was greatly reduced because of the limited resources
available and the considerable uncertainties tllroughout the two-year period.
Nevertheless, the available resources were used in a proper manner and had
beneficial, if limited effects. In particular, tlley act~d as a trigger in many
developing countries to strengthen science and technology capacities and led to the
use of more substantial national resources for science and technology activities.
He also stated that co-operation in science and technology provides many more
opportunities than simply the provision of additional resources and that this is an
essential point to be borne in mind in considering the design of the long-term
arrangements for the Financing System.

81. The Director referred to the disappointing results of the United Nations
Pledging Conference of the united Nations Financing System for Science and
Technology for Develol'ment, held in March. The pr incipal activities of the
Financing System are the monitoring, supervision and support of ongoing projects
and their evolution, preparation of a portfolio of projects for future appraisal so
that they are ready for approval, subject to the availability of funds.

82. Some representatives expressed the ~iew tllat, given the inadequacy of
available and potential resources, organs, organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system should make every effort to reorient their activities specifically
towards endogenous capacity building in developing countries, streamlining t~eir

activities, and to avoid duplication of work whenever possible,

83. The Vice-Chairman of the Ad HO£ Group of the united Nations Financing System
for Science and Technology for Development introduced the repOrt (A/CN.ll/27) on
behalf of its Chairman. He stated that the Group had two sessions, which were
marked by extensive, and mostly informal, exchanges of views between delegations.
l'l1ile significant progress was made, unfortunately ,the Group could not agree
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completely on every issue. The Chairman of the Group introduced an informal paper
at its secald session, which was revised for the resumed second session, in the
light of the discussions that took place at the second session.

84. At its 29th meeting on 3 June, the Chairman of the Cor.unittee informed the
COIlUllittee that, as a result of informal consultations held, it was agreed that, he,
as Chairman of the Committee, shoul~ make tile following statement expressing his
understanding concerning the progress made on the deliberations on the Financing
System~

"In the light of the consultations which took place within tile Ad Hoc
Group and subsequently during the fourth session of the Intergovernmental
Committee on Science and Technology for Development, the Chairman understands
that:

"1. The proposal made by a number of industrialized countries for a
financing target of $100 million in core resources annually for the year 1983
and the two following years was received with keen interest by other
delegations including the Group of 77~

"2. In view of the increasing needs of developing countries, tile Group
of 77 considers that there should be gradual development in the levels of
financing of the system beyond the year 1983;

"3. The discussions have shown a number of converging views between
industrialized countriep and the Group of 77 on institutional matters,
particularly the functions of the conunittee;

"4. There was a rapprochement on the problems concerning the
establishment of an executive body and en the relationship between the
Financing System and the united Nations Development progra~Je.

"In view of this progress, the Chairman of the Committee recommends that
informal consultations should continue, inclUding during the course of the
second regular session of the Economic and Social Council for 1982, with a
view to reaching an agreement on the long-term arrangements for the financing
system, so that the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session will be
able to take all necessary decisions on the basis of the recommendations to be
adopted at the resumed fourth session of the Committee.

"Furthermore, tile Chairman invites Member States to take necessary
measures in order to allow the effective launching of the Financing System on
1 January 1983."

85. ~le representative stated that the statement made by the Chairman sums up in
essence the progress that haG been made so far. He referred in this context to the
important initiative of the ministerial goodwill mission on science and technology,
which had a fruitful and constructive dial~Jue with countries members of the
~ganisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in Vienna in
May 1982. He stated that the methOd of raising resources that has been followed
over the past three years does not provide the Financing System with a substantive
and stable financial basis and suggested that the general level of contributions to
the Financing System should rise substantially in the future.
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86. A group of developed countries referred to tl1e report on the operations of tile
Interim Fund and Financing system (A/CN.ll/28) and stated tllat future reports
should contain data on the distr ibution of assistance on monetary terms and the
list of projects could be supplemented with the value of each project. -He stated
that the report does not provide information on the administrative management
aspects of the work of the Financing system.

87. O1e representative stated that the region of Afr ica received only 31 per cent
of the resources of the Interim Fund and that it should not be less than
40 per cent.

88. A group of Eastern European countries stated tllat several proposals contained
in the report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group on the united Nations Financing
System for Science and Technology for Development (A(CN.ll/27) are unacceptable to
them, in particular the division of the system;s finances into core and non-core
canponents. The Financing System should operate on the principle of unqualified
voluntariness both with regard to the participation of countries and the extent and
nature of their contributions. They also stated that tl1ey do not accept tile
proposals relating to the involvement of private capital, the elevation of the
secretariat of the System to an independent unit of the united Nations Secretariat
and the establishment of an independent executive organ outside the framework of
the existing unitud Nations bodies. Furthermore, all activities to elaborate the
Financing System and its specific elements should be carried out within the
framework of the Committee at its regular sessions.

89. one representative reiterated the above statement made by the Group and stated
further tl1at, in regard to the institutional arrangements, the Intergovernmental
Co~ittee should be the directing and policy-making body of the Financing System
and the Executive Board should be based on the principle of equitable geographical
distribution. The Centre for Science and Technology for Sevelopment should play
the role of a co-ordinator of the activities and projects and resources of the
Financing system.

90. O1e representative stated that an important aspect of the establishment of the
Financing system relates to the framework of activities to be supported by the
Financing System. The operational plan should be specific and contain priorities
so that it could serve as a guideline to the other organizations of the united
Nations system and also national activities. The Financing Systera should support
activities that are specifically designed towards endogenous capacity building in
science and technology in developing countries, which are not usually supported by
multilateral financial institutions. It should support activities which have a
long gestation period so that the Financing System could becrn~e unique and not
duplicate or undermine the activities of any other existing bodies.

91. The Director of the Financing System -replied to some of the points made during
the debate and stated that, for the African re~ion, in terms of the membership of
the organization of Afr ican Unity, the percentage of resources spent for tlds
region comes to about 37-38 per cent and more projects can be readily approved, if
greater resources are available to the Financing System. In so far as
administrative matters are concerned, he stated that these are reflected in greater
detail in the report of the Administrator of the united Nation~ Development
Programme (UNDP) to the Governing Council. He stated that the Financing System
should have a fair and substantial level of core reSources for a three-year period,
which could then be supplemented through non-core resources, as envisaged in
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paragraph 5 of section VI of General Assembly resolution 34/218. He also mentioned
that relaxation of the principle of "fully-funded basis" would also provide greater
flexibility in its operations.-

92. At the 28th meeting, on 2 June, the Executive Director, in introducing the
document entitled "Activities of the Centre for SCience and Technology for
Development" (A/CN.ll/29), explained that these activities had been conducted on
the basis of the resolutions and decisions of the COQIDittee.
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F. Activities of the Centre for Science and TechnologY for Develop~ent

(agenda item 7)
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93. several representatives expressed their appreciation for the information
provided in the document on the Centre!s activities, recognizing tlle Centre's
efforts to tackle all the responsibilities assigned in the COJ,~ittee.

94. Some representatives expressed agreement with the direction of the activities
of the Centre reflected in this report as well as its programme of work
(CRP/1982/3). However, one representative expressed the view tllat these activities
need to be increasingly focused on the endogenous capacity building type of
activities.

·95. The Executive Director stated in reply that, although tlle concept of
endogenous capacity building could be made more explicit, it had always guided the
activities of tile Centre in 'tile past and current work progran~es of the centre.

96. A representative supported ~~e continuation of the Centre's work in such areas
as developing an early-warning system on effects of technological developnlents;
defining the levels of scientific and technological development of countries; and
establishing an international system of scientific and technological information
exchange.

97. It was also pointed out that Sub-programme I of the Centre for Science and
Technology for Development contained in A/CN.ll/29 and entitled "Policy, analysis
and research" should be without the comma because the cor.una implies the notion that
the Centre could be involved in policy making for which it is not mandated in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 34/218, since l~licy making is a
prerogative of the Intergovernmental Committee.

98. With regard to co-ordination, monitoring and review activities of tile Centre,
several representatives appreciated the efforts to co-ordinate and harmonize
policies within the United Nations system in the area of science and technology for
development in the implementation of the Vienna Programnle of Action, especially
tilrough the ACC Task Fbrce and recently established working groups.

99. A number of representatives stated that some adjustments are needed in the
programme of work of tile Centre to ensure that the activities are undertaken in
efficient and effective manner.

100. One delegate mentioned that there was a need for closer co-ordination of the
different components in the work programme of the Centre related to national and
regional activities.
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101. A group of developed countries stressed that there is a need to intensify the
activities related to co-ordination of the united Nations system in the field of
science and technology. It was also stated that the Centre should enhance
activities which are designed to contribute substantively to the formulation of
coherent science and technology policies in the united Nations system and of the
national Governments. The group further expressed the view that the Centre should
undertake activities which would analyse past and present science and technology
e~)enditures and development goals of the united Nations system, so as to enable
the Committee to hold substantive discussions in this regard.

102. Many delegations attached great importance to the dissemination and exchange
of information among the national focal points. It has been requested in this
connection that up-to-date inforIllation provided by all the Hember states on steps
taken or contemplated for the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and
the Operational Plan be disseminated to all Member states promptly.

103. With reference to the conference room paper on the information provided by the
national focal points regarding the implementation of the Vienna Programme of
Action at the national level (CRP/1982/3), one delegation observed that there was a
need for a well-defined format witllin which the 11ember states could supply the
requested information to the Centre.

104. The Executive Director explained that the Centre had requested national
Governments to provide information under the broad categories of the eight major
programme areas of the operational plan. Every effort would be made to develop a
more precise format to fully reflect the decision that the Committee might take in
this regard. He also stated, in reply to a suggestion by some representatives,
that the Centre would undertake to prepare a list of focal points with the view to
facilitating communication between them ~nd tile Centre as well as among themselves.

105. In this connection, some representatives stressed the need for the Centre to
strengthen its interactions with the national focal points, and stated that such
interactions should go beyond the level of supplying information to co-operation of
a more substantive nature.

106. Some representatives welcomed the regional meeting of tile national focal
points in Latin America and Caribbean recently held in Mexico and suggested that
the experience gained at this meeting should be more widely shared with other
countries. In this connection, they expressed the hope that similar meetings
should be held in other regions of the world.

107. one representative underlined the importance for the Centre to find some
formula to establish better liaison with the regional commissions and to ensure the
inclusion, in their respective medium-term plans, of specific actions in the area
of science and tecllnology for developmen~.

108. The Executive Director, in reply, stated that during the past year the Centre
had established a closer working rel~tionship in the implementation of th~ Vienna
Programme of Action, inclUding the preparation of the medium-term plan for the
united Nations for 1984-1989.

109. O1e delegate suggested that co-operation be established between the Centre and
the International Institute for the Advancement of Women.
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G. Report of the Advisory committee on Science and TechnologY
for Development

(agenda item 8)

110. At the 26th meeting, Mr. Hodney Nichols, a member of the Advisory Committee on
Science and Technology for Development, introduced the report on its second session
(A/CN.ll/30) and highlighted three basic considerations which should receive
special attention. First, it is important for the establishment of a national
policy-making body for science and technology to ensure any coherent development
effort. Second, the development of human resources is the sine qua non of any
national development effort in science and technology. Third, high priority should
be given in national bUdgets to investments in science and technology.

Ill. With regard to the concrete and specific suggestions for the further
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, the Advisory Committee had
organized the eight programme areas into the following three groups:
(a) policy-making, financing and co-operation; (b) infrastructure, human resources
and research and development linked to production; and (c) choice, acquisition and
transfer of technology and information. Within each of these three groups, the
Advisory Co~nittee made a number of proposals for further action.

112. In his introduction, Mr. Nichols also drew the attention of the Committee to
the following two points: (a) the establishment of four ad hoc panels of
specialists by the Advisory Committee and (b) the consideration by the Advisory
Committee of issues on "Women, science and technology" and on "Science and
technology and the future". '

113. Many representatives expressed their appreciation to the Advisory Committee
for its work and noted that the valuable suggestions made by it constitute an
important contribution to the work of the Committee.

114. With regard to the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, several
representatives expressed the view that the suggestions made by the Advisory
Committee were positive since they also identified responsibilities at the
national, regional and interregional levels.

115. Several representatives supported the emphasis given by the Advisory Committee
to the establishment of a high-level policy-making body for science and technology,
to the development of human resouces, and to the mobilization of financial
resources for science and technology at the national level. Other representatives
supported the emphasis placed by the Advisory Committee on basic research and on
the establishment of infrastructure as a necessary step to enable countries to
develop sclence and technology geared towards their own needs.

116. one representative expressed his support for the proposal for the creation, at
the national level, of state organs on policy and planning in the field of science
and technology as well as proposals related to the training of specialists at the
middle level who can play important roles in the development of science and
technology and the productive sector. He also expressed the view that too much
attention was given by the Advisory Committee to the possible use of transnational
corporations and private capital for assisting t~e d~veloprnent of scientific and
technological potential in developing countries.
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117. Another representative noted his agreement with the Advisory Committee's
recognition of the potential role of the private sector in the application of
science and technology for development.

118. One representative eXl~essed the view that the ad hoc panels should take into
account the regional differences in scientific and technological development and
other socio-economic factors and also supported the establishment of regional
advisory bodies.

119. Several delegations welcomed the suggestions put forward by the Advisory
Committee regarding "Women, science and technology" (A/CN.ll/30) and "Science and
technology and the future" (A/CN.ll/AC.!/II/5) and stated that they should be taken
into consideration. One representative expressed particular interest in the
proposal concerning the involvement of more women scientists in the activities of
both the Advisory Committee and the panels organized by it. Another representative
suggested that the proposals of the Advisory Conunittee regarding "Science and
technology and the future" !A/CN.ll/AC.l/II/5) should be discussed at the national
level in order to determine in which fields fruitful international co-operation
could be undertaken.

120. One representative stated that he had no objection to the establishment of a
system of selection, evaluation and dissemination of new scientific and
tecl1nological achievements, with the understanding that it be implemented within
the framework and existing resources of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development.

121. SOme representatives agreed with the Advisory Conunittee's emphasis on the
negative consequences of the arms race on the development and utilization of
scientific and technological potential and the development of a favourable climate
for fruitful international co-operation in the field of science and technology.
They stated that the release of resources by effective disarmament is the only
feasible alternative for the d~velopment of science and technology for peaceful
purposes.

122. A representative of the Department of International Economic and Social
Affairs commended the Advisory Committee for its contribution to the issue of
"Women, science and technology" (A/CN.ll/30) and emphasized the need to ensure
women's full participation in all aspects of science and technology for development.

H. Appointment of members to the Advisory Committee on Science
and Technology for Development

(agenda item 9)

123. At the 30th meeting of the Committee, toe Executive Director introduced the
note by the Secretary-General on the appointment of the members of the Advisory
Committee on Science and Technology for Development (A/CN.Il/31 and corr.i). After
consideration of the matter, the Committee adopted a decision on the appointment of
members to the Advisory Committee (see annex I, decision 3 (IV».

124. Q1e representative, referring to the propc,sals made by the secretary-General
in his note, expressed the view that these procedures should be considered
exceptional and justified only by the special circumstances elaborated in
A/CN.ll/31 and Corr.l.
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(agenda item 2)

125. Under this agenda item, the Committee had before it a conference room paper
which was introduced by the Executive Director of the Centre for Science and
Technology for Development (see CRP/1982/1).

126. The representative of Natural Resources Defense Council, speaking on behalf of
the Non-Governmental Organizations Committee o~ Science and Technology for
Development, outlined a number of proposals to strengthen the relationships between
non-governmental organizations and the Intergovernmental Committee. He suggested
that the Centre for Science and Technology for Development would serve as a
clearing-house on all relevant information to and from non-governmental
organizations, and would provide a regular information newsletter to
non-governmental organizations. He also suggested that a roster of
non-governmental organizations be established along the criteria suggested in the
conference room paper (CRP/1982/1) and mentioned ways by which non-governmental
organizations can contribute to the work of the Intergovernmental Committee.

J. Provisional agenda for the fifth session of the Committee

(agenda item 10)

1. Election of officers.

6. Activities of the Centre for Science and Technology for Development.

5. Financing science and technology for development.

Action to be taken on issue~ left unresolved by the united Nations
Conference on. Science and Technology for Development.

Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and
Technology for Development.

Draft provisional agenda and documentation for the sixth session of the
Committee.

3.

8 •

4.

9. Adoption of the report of the Committee.

7. Activities of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development.

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

127. At its 31st meeting, the'Committee approved the following provisional agenda
for its fifth session:

128. At the same meeting, the Committee took note of ~le outline of documentation
for the fifth session of the Committee as presented by the Executive Director of
the Centre.
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IV. ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMITTEE

A. Participation of non-governmental organizations in the work
of the conunitte~

129. At the 29th meeting, the representative of Canada, also on behalf ~~ Egypt,
France, Mexico and Norway, introduced draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.36 entitled
"participation of non-governmental organi~ations in the work of the Cownittee".

130. At its 31st meeting, the Committee decided to defer consideration of draft
resolution A/CN.ll/L.36 to its fifth session and to annex the resolution to its
report (see annex 11).

131. At the same meeting, the Committee also decided to continue applying the
procedures envisaged in its resolution 1 (111) of 5 June 1981 for the participation
of non-governmental organizations in the work of the Committee.

B. Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science
and Technology for Development

132. At the 29th meeting, the representative of Algeria, on behalf of the States
members of the Group of 77, introduced draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.38 on the
Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Technology for
Development, which read as follows:

"The Intergovernmental Corronittee on Science and Technology for
Development,

"Expressing its appreciation to ~~e Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation for his report on the proposals relating
to resolution 2 (Ill) of 5 June 1981 of the Committee on the operational plan
for the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and
Technology for Development, y

"Appreciating the inputs provided by the relevant organizations of the
united Nations system and the Advisory Cotmlittee on Science and Technology for
Development,

"Affirming ~~e useful role played by the Advisory Commitee on
Co-ordination Task Force on Science and Technology for Development in defining
the responsibilities to be undertaken by the organs, organizations and bodies
of the united Nations system in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of
Action and its operational plan,

"Taking note of the efforts undertaken hy the organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations for taking into account the recommendations of
the Vienna Programme of Action if in formulating their prograrrone bUdge~s and
draft medium-term plans,

"1. Endorses the proposals contained in paragraphs 33 to 113 of the note
by th~ Secretary-General on the operational plan for the implementation of the
Vienna Programme of Action as forming major elements of the operational plan
to be used for formulating specific projects and programmes~
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"2. Requests the organs, organizations and bodies of the united Nations
system to formulate, co-ordinate and harmonize their individual and joint

activities in science and technology on the basis of the operational
activities contained in the proposals for the operational plan, within the
resources available to them;

"3. Requests further the organs, organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system, including the regional commissions, to give attention to the
need for joint planning in the areas of science and technology for development
in order to enhance co-ordination of the United Nations system as a whole in
their medium-term and long-term plans in the field of science and technology
for development;

"4. Requests Governments to use these proposals 31 to formulate specific
projects and programmes at the national, sUbregional, regional and global
level in implementing the Vienna Programme of Action;

"5. Invites the relevant intergovernmental bodies of the United Nations
system, when providing guidelines to the individual organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system in formulating and adopting their
medium-term plans relevant to science and technology, to ensure the promotion,
co-ordination and optimization of the individual and joint activities in the
United Nations system relevant to the implementation of the operational plan
of the Vienna Programme of Action, taking into account the (annual) report of
the Secretary-General on information and analysis concerning activities in the
field of science and technology for development in the u.nited Nations system. 11

133. At ~~e same meeting, the representative of Belgium, on behalf of the States
members of the European Economic Community, introduced a draft informal proposal
contained in CRP/1982/4, which read as follows:

"The Intergovernmental Committee on Science and TechnologY for
Development,

"Recalling General Assembly resolution 36/183 of 17 December 1981 and, in
particular, section I paragraph 2.a, instructing the Intergovermental
Committee on Scien~e and Technology for Development at its fourth session to
complete the operational plan by concrete and specific proposals,

"Recalling its resolution 2 (I H) of 5 June 1981 and, in particular,
paragraph 3 calling for the preparation of concrete and specific proposals for
discussion and adoption by the Committee at its fourth session,

"Taking note with interest of the work accomplished by the Advisory
Oommitee on Science and Technology for Development and by the Advisory
Committee on Co-ordination Task Force on Science and Technology for
Development, in particular the proposals contained in document A/CN.ll/23 and
in documen t A/CN.11/26 ,

"Considering the need to give all Member States, particularly those
taking part in the United Nations Financing Syste~ for Science and Technology
for Development, a precise and concrete view of the scientific and technical
infrastructure to be established or strengthened in the developing countries
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for the solution of problems such as food, energy, health, industry, natural
resources and urban and social problems, and considering that all programmes
should, whenever possible, indicate the problems to be solved,

"Considering that ti1e resources of the Financing System are intended as a
matter of priority to strengthen the national and regional infrastructures of
developing countries and that a major proportion of the expenditure should be
allocated to field programmes,

"1. Recowaends that the finance necessary to carry out joint activities
proposed by the working groups of the Advisory Cornmitee on Co-ordination Task
Force be found by the specialized agencies of t.he United Nations system frof.l
within their regular budgets, by structuring their programmes in accordance
with the priorities of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and
Technology for Development; Y

"2. Recommends that the specialized agencies concentrate in this field
on the preparation of specific and detailed projects for science and
tecl1nology infrastructure in order to strengthen endogenous capacities in the
developing countries;

"3. Requests the Centre for Science and Technology for Development, in
drawing up future reports for consideration by the Intergovernmental Committee
on Science and Technology for Development, to take into account the following
criteria:

"(a) The need for an updated assessment of the financing of science and
technology for development in the united Nations system, in a form similar to
that of the "Study of the efficiency of the United Na tions system in the field
of science and technology for development"; y this assessment should indicate
the distr ibution of resources between the chapters of the operational plan and
between the principal fields of application of science and technology to
economic and social development;

"(b) '!he need to update and analyse, in the same categories, available
data about the requirements of developing countries, as well as elements of
consensus emerging from regional and specialized conferences and from other
existing studies."

134. In his introduction, the representative of Belgium stated that the proposal
was a contribution to the discussions of agenda items 3, 4 and 8.

135. At the 31st meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.43 (see
annex I, resolution 1 (IV» submitted by the Vice-Chairman,
Mr. Alfredo Ram1rez Araiza, as a result of inf9rmal consultations held on draft
resolution A/CN.ll/L.38 and CRP/1982/4.

136. Draft re301ution A/CN.ll/L.38 was withdrawn by its sponsors as a result of the
adoption of A/CN.ll/L.43.

137. At the 29th meeting, the representative of Algeria, on behalf of the States
meJTlbers of the Group of 77 introduced draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.37 entitled "The
role of the national focal points in the iffil>lementation of the Vienna Programme of
Action" submitted under items 3 and 7, which read as.follows:
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"The Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for
Development,

"Recalling its resolution 1 (II) of 4 June 1980, paragraph h (i), by
which the Committee decided, inter alia, to continue and to reactivate
national focal points established for the Vienna Conference,

"Recalling its resolu~ion 2 (Ill) of 5 June 1981, paragraph 2 (c), by
which tile Committee decided that national focal l~ints should be invited to
provide it with information on the actions taken and progress achieved by
their countries in the execution of the operational plan,

"Conscious of the need of defining the role of national focal points and
other science and technology structures in the implementation of the Vienna
Prograrrone of Action on Science and Technology for Development ~ and their
interaction with the Centre for Science and Technology for Development,

"Noting that a Heeting on structures for Science and Technology Policy
Formulation and Implementation in Latin America and the Car ibbean was held at
Mexico City from 27 to 30 April 1982, under the auspices of the Centre for
Science and Technology for Develcpment, the Economic Conuilission for Latin
America, and the Government of Mexico,

"1. Takes note with appreciation of the results of the Meeting on
Structures for Science and Technology policy Formulation and Implementation in
Latin America and the C~ribbean~

"2. Recognizes the importance of such meetings involving national focal
points and recommends that similar meetings be organized in other regions, as
a means for defining the role of national focal points and other science and
technology structures in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action
and their interaction with the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development~

"3. IEquests the Centre for Science and Technology for Development to
establish and maintain an updated registry of all national focal points and to
make it available to all States members on an annual basis."

138. At the 31st meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.42 (see
annex I, resolution 2 (IV) submitted by the Vice-Chairman, Mr. Slawomir Cytrycki,
as a result of informal consultations held on draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.37.

139. Draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.37 was withdraml by its sponsors as a result of the
adoption of A/CN.ll/L.42.

C. Action to be taken on issues left unresolved by tile united Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development

140. At the 30th meeting, the respresentative of Algeria, on behalf of the States
members of the Group of 77, introduced draft decision A/CN.ll/L.4l on action to be
taken on issues left unresolved by the united Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development, which read as follows:
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"The Intergovernmental Conunittee on Science and Technology for
Development decides:

"(a) To defer the agenda item entitled "Action to be taken on issues left
unresolved by the united Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development" to its fifth session in 1983 for consideration by an in-sessional
working group;

"(b) 'lb request the Secretary-General, for this purpose, to bring up to
date his report on the current state of negotiations in other united Nations
forums on issues left unresolved by the ffilited Nations Conference on SCience
and Technology for Development." V

141. At the 31st meeting, after hearing a statement by the Secretary of the
Conwittee on the administrative and financial implications of the decision, the
Co~aittee adopted draft decision A/CN.ll/L.45 (see annex I, decision 1 (IV)
submitted by the Vice-Chairman, Mr. Jesper Knudsen, as a result of informal
consultations held on draft decision A/CN.ll/L.4l.

142. Draft decision A!CN.ll/L.41 was withdrawn by its sponsors as a result of the
adoption of A/CN.ll/L.45.

143. At the 30th meeting, the representative of Algeria, on behalf of the States
members of the Group of 77, introduced draft resolution A!CN.ll/L.40 entitled
"Science and technology for development", which read as follows:

"The Intergovernmental Conunittee on Science and Technology for
Development,

"Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
1 May 1974, containing the Declaration ,and the Progranune of Action on the
Establishment of a New Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974,
containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, and
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on developr,lent and international economic
co-operation,

"Recalling al::lQ Assembly resolutions 34/218 of 19 December 1979 on the
united Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development, 35/67 of
5 December 1980 on science and technology for development and 36/183 of
17 December 1981 on the united Nations Financing System for Science and
Technology for Development,

"Recalling further Assembly resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980,
containing the International Development strategy for the Third united Nations
Development Decade,

"Recalling its resolution 3 (Ill) of 5 June 1981 on science and
technology for development,

"Having considered the note by the Secretary-General on the follow-up to
the study of the efficiency of the united Nations system in the field of
scien~e and technology for development, 10/ the note by the Secretary-General
on the question of the levels of attainment of scientific and technological
development among different countries, 111 the report of the Administrator of
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the United Nations Development Programme in consultation with the
Director-General for Development and International Econaaic Co-operation on
the operations of the Inter im Fund and the Financing System, .!y the report
~le Secretary-General on the activities of the Centre for Science and
Technology for Development, Wand the revised programme of work of the
Centre for Science and Technology for Development for 1982-1983, W

"Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group on
the United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for
Development, 15/

of

..

~elcoming the consultations on the long-term arrangements for the united
Nations Financing system for Science and Technology for Development with the
Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group on the United Nations Financing S¥stem for
Science and Technology for Development during the fourth session of the
Intergovernmental Committee for Science and Technology for Development,

"I

"FOllow-up to the basic study of the activities, mandates and
working methods of all the various organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system in the field of science

and technology

"I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Director-General
on the follow-up to the basic study of the efficiency of the United Nations
system in the field of science and technology; 10/

"2. Endorses the proposals included therein, in particular the necessity
of an evaluation by different countries on the one hand and by the organs and
organizations of the united Nations system on the other l of the impact of the
activities in the field of science and technology for development;

"3. Requests the united Nations system to comply with the
recommendations contained in the above-mentioned report and to co-operate in
their implementation;

"4. Requests the Director-General and the Centre for Science and
Technology for Development to report to the Committee on the progress achieved
in the implementation of these recommendations;

"5. Recommends that the joint activities identified by the task force of
the Adlninistrative Committee on Co-ordination should be financed through the
regular bUdget of the concerned organizations;

"6. Stresses the need for the four WOrking Groups of the task force of
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to accelerate its work, in their
respective sectors, namely:

"(a) Early identification and assessment of new scientific and
technological developments; global network of scientific and technological
information;
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"(b) National science and technology policies and plans and support to
developing countries in the choice of technology~

"(cl Upgrading traditional technologies;

"(d) Science and technology and the productive sector; commercialization
of research and development for the benefit of developing countries;
~aquisition and transfer of technology;

"11

-Activities of the Centre for Science and TechnologY for Development

"7. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-General
on the activities of the Centre for Science and Technology for Development; ~

-8. Takes note of the updated programme of work for 1982-1983 for the
Centre for Science and Technology for Development; ~

-9. Requests the Centre for Science and Technology for Development to:

"(a) Intensify its efforts in the field of national and regional
activities of the Centre~

"(b) Include in its annual report to the Intergovernmental Committee
information on the progress attained in the implementation of the joint
activities of the united Nations system for the implementation for the Vienna
Programme of Action undertaken through the task force of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination on science and technology~

"111

"Financing science and technologY for development

"10. Takes note with appreciation of the report on the operations of the
Interim Fund and the Financing System;

-11. Notes with deep concern the insufficient pledges announced during
the 1982 Pledging Conference for Science and Technology for Development;

"12. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Ad Hoc
Intergovernmental Group on the united Nations Financing System for Science and
Technology for Development and requests that. tile report be taken as a basis
for further negotiations during the forthcoming informal consultations and at
the reswned fourth session of the Intergovernmental Committee;

"13. Urges intensification of consultations between interested groups on
the gradual build-up of resources and other institutional matters;
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"IV

"Advisory Committee on pcience and TechnologY for Development

"14. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Advisory Committee
on SCience and Technology for Development; ~

"15. Welcomes, in particular, the establishment of four ad hoc panels of
which two will meet in the course of the year 1982 and two in 1983 and
approves the choice of items to be discussed by the panels;

"16. Supports the proposals of the Advisory Committee for the
establishment of regional advisory mechanisms in each region and recommends
that these regional advisory mechanisms should, in a co-ordinated manner, give
specific attention to ele programme area 6 relating to the establishment of
scientific and technological information systems, with the assistan~e of the
Centre for Science and Technology for Development and, in co-operation with
the regional commissions, prepare a specific technical feasibility study for
information systems for science and technology as envisaged in the Vienna
Programme of Action;

"17. Takes note also of the suggestions relating to wo~en and science and
technology and to science and technology and the future;

"18. Reconunends that the Advisory Committee should meet early in 1983
before the fifth session of the Intergovernmental Committee;

"V

"Report of the secretary-General on the question of the level
of attainment of scientific and technological development

among different countries

"19. Ta~es note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General
on the question of the level of attainment of scientific and technological
development among different countries; ~

"20. Decides to consider the report further at its fifth session;

"VI

"OVer-all annual report of the secretary-General on activities of
tile united Nations system in the field of science and tecllnology

for development

"21. Takes note with appreciation of the over-all annual report of tile
secretary-General on activities of the united Nations system in the field of
scienc~ and tecllnology for development, 17/

"22. Expresses its appreciation for the actiyities undertaken by the
organs, organizations and bodies of the united Nations system in the field of
science and technology for development in the framework of the Vienna
Programme of Action."
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144. At the 31st meeting, the Committee adopted draft resoltuion A/CN.ll/L.44 (see
annex I, resolution 3 (IV) submitted by th Vice-Chairman, I~. Jesper Knudsen, as a
result of informal consultations held on draft resolution A/CN.ll/L.40.

145. Draft resolution A!CN.ll/L.40 was withdrawn by its sponsors as a result of the
adoption of A/CN.ll/L.44.

D. Appointment of members of the Advisory Committee on
Science and Technology for Development

146. At the 30th meeting, the Committee adopted a decision on the appointment of
members of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development (see
annex I, decision 3 (IV».

E. Convening of a resumed fourth session of the
Intergovernmental Committee

147. At its 31st meeting, the Conunittee decided to recommend to the Committee on
Conferences to make the necessary arrangements for the Intergovernmental Committee
to hold a resumed fourth session from 1 to 3 September 1982 in order to compensate
for the three working days which it had given up to the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental
Group on tl1e untied Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for
Development and to resume and conclude its consideration of item 6 of its agenda.
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Notes--
11 See Report of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology

for Development, Official Records of the General Asse~bly, Thirty-sixtll Session,
SUpplement No. 37 (A/36/37), paras. 60-67.

y see Report of the United Nations Conference on SCience and Technology for
Development, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (united Nations publication, sales
No. E.79.I.2l and Corr.l and 2, annex 11.

y see A/CN.1l/23, annex.

see A/CN.ll/23.

§I Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development, Vienna, 20-30 August 1979 (united Nations publication, sales No.
E.79.I.2l and Corr.l and 2), chap. VII.

y see A/36/240.

!( Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development, Viennar 20-31 August 1979 (united Nations publication, sales No.
E.79.I.2l and Corr.l and 2), chap. VII.

V see A/CN.1l/14 and Add.I.

.!Q/ A/CN.ll/26 •

.!Y A/CN.ll/25.

.!Y A/CN.1l/28 •

W NCN.1l/29.

W CRP/l982/3.

.!V A/CN.ll/27 •

.!21 A/CN.ll/30 •

lY A/CN.1l/24.
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at its fourth session (24 May-June 1982)

CONTENTS

A. Resolutions

Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science
and Technology for Development •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Role of the national focal points in the implementation
of the Vienna Programme of Action ••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Science and technology for development ••••••• - •••••••••••••

B. Decisions

37

38

39

1 (IV). Action to be taken on issues left unresolved by the United
Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Deve lopment ......•.•••...........•••.•.•.•.. .,............... 43

for Development............................................ 43

2 (IV).

3 (IV).

Participation of non-governmental organizat ...-:>ns in the work
of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology

Appointment of members to the Advisory Committee on
Science and Technology for Development •••••••••••••••••••••

-36-

44

I



A. Resolutions

..-.~

37

38

39

43

43

44

1 (IV). Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action
on Science and Technology for Developnent

The Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Develop~ent,

Taking into account the report of the Director-General for Developmel,~ and
International Econo~ic Co-operation on the proposals relating to committee
resolution 2 (Ill) of 5 June 1981 on the operational plan for the implementation of
the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Technology for Develop~ent, ~

Appreciating the i~puts provided by the relevant organizations of the united
Nations syntem and the ,.I\dvisory Conunittee on Science and Technology for Develovment
in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action,

Affirming the useful role played by the Administrative COITn,li ttee on
Co-ordination Task Force on Science and Technology for Development in defining the
responsibilities to be undertaken by the oz:gans, organizations and bodies of the
united Nations system in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and
its operational plan,

Taking note of the efforts undertaken by tile organs, organizations and bodies
of the united Nations for taking into account the recownendations of tile Vienna
Programme of Action El in formul.ating their prograwne budgets and medium-term plans,

1. Recalls General Assembly resolution 34/218 of 19 December 1979 and
reaffirms Committee resolution 2 (Ill) of 5 June 1981 and, in this context,
welcomes the report of the Director-General for Development and International
Economic Co-operation on the implementation of tile Vienna Prograwne of Action and
takes note in particular of the proposals contained in its paragraphs 33-113 and
invi.tes the Member States to corrunent thereon as early as possible, but not later
than the end of 1982, in order to allow for the proposing by the Director-General,
assisted by the Centre for Science and Technology for Develovment, of br.ief and
specific guidelines to be adopted at the fifth session of the Committee for the
formulation of specific projects and programmes in order to strengthen the
endogenous scientific and technological capacities in the developing countries;

2. Requests tile organs, orga::izations and bodies of the united Nations
system to formulate, co-ordinate and harmonize their individual and joint
activities in science and technology, taking into account the operational
activities contained in the proposals for the operational plan, within tile
resources available to them and to concentrate on the preparation of specific anct
detailed projects for science and technology in order to strengthen endogenous
capacities in the develo~ing countries;

2/ A/CN.ll/23, annex.

El A/CN.ll/23.
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3. Requests further thp organs, organizationb and bodies of the united
Nations system, including tile regional commissions, to give attention to the need
f0£ joint planning in the areas of science and technology for development in order
to improve co-ordination of the united Nations system as a whole in tileir
medium-term and long-term plans in the field of science and technology for
developmenti

4. Requests Governments to take into account these proposals sf in
formulating specific projects and programmes at the national, subregional, regional
and global level in implementing the Vienna Prograwae of Action;

5. Invites the relevant intergovernmentdl bodies c the united Nations
system, when providing guidelines to the individual organs, organizations and
bodies of the Unicd Nation~ system in formulating and adopting their medium-term
plans relevant to science and technology, to ensure the promotion, co-ordination
and optimization of the individual and joint activities in the united Nations
system relevant to the ~.,lplementationof the operational plan of the Vienna
Programme of Action, taking into account the annual report of the Secretary-General
on intormation and analysis concerning activities in the field of science and
technology for development in the united Nations sy:;tem;

6. Requests ti'e Centre for Science and Technology for Development, in
drawing up future rpports for consideration by the Committee, to take into account
the need for an updated assessment of the financing of science and technology for.
development in the united Nations system, in a form similar to that of the report
of the Secretary-General entitled "study of the efficiency of the United Nations
system in the field of science and technology for development"; dJ this assessment
should indicate the distribution of resources between the chapters of the
operational plan and between the principal fields of application of sci~nce and
technology to economic and social development as they appear in table 3 of the
report of the Secretary-Gen~ral;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to make available to the Ct Jittee the
parts of the report of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination relevant to
science and technology for development togetiler with his co~~ents tllereon.

31st meeting
4 June 1982

2 (IV). Role of the national focal points in the implementation
of the Vienna Programme of Action

The Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development,

Recalling paragraph h (i) of its resolution 1 (11) of 4 June 1980, bY-Which it
decided, inter alia, to continue and to reactivate national focal points
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established for tile United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development, held at Vienna from ~O to 31 August 1979,

~ecalling paragraph 2 (c) of its resolution 2 (III) of 5 June 1981, by which
it decided that national focal points should be invited to provide it Witil
information on the actions taken and progress achieved by their countries in the
execution of the operational plan,

Conscious of the need to define the role of national focal points and otiler
science and technology structures in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of
Action on science and Technology for Development ~ and their interaction Witil the
Centre for Science and Technology for Development,

Noting that a Mesting on structures for Science and Technology Policy
Formulation and Implementation in Latin America and the Caribbean was held at
Mexico ci ty from 27 to 30 Apr il 1982, under tl-te auspices uf tile Centre for Science
and Technology for Development, the Econofilic Commission for Latin America and the
Government of Mexico,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the results of tile Heeti..g on Structures
for Science and Technology Policy Formulation and Implementation in Latin America
and the Caribbean;

2. Recognizes the importance of SUdl meetings involving national focal
points and recommends that similar meetings should be organized in other regions in
the framework of existing resources, as a means for defining .the role of national
focal points and other science and technology structures in the implementation of
the Vienna Programme of Action and their interaction with the Centre for Science
and Technology for Development;

3. Requests the Centre for Science and Technology for Development to
establish and maintain an up-to-date registry of all national focal points and to
make it available to all Hember states as a document of the Committee during its
annual sessions.

31st meeting
4 June 1982

3 (IV). Science and technology for development

The Intergovernmental Conmittee on Science and Technology for Develo~aent,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
1 May 1974, containing tile Declaration and the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of
16 September 1975 on development and international economic co-operation,

3f Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (united Nations publication, Sales No.
E.79.I.2l and Corr.l and 2), chap. VII.
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Recalling also General Assembly resolution 34/218 of 19 December 1979 on the
united Nations Conference on SCience and Technology for Development, 35/67 of
5 December 1980 on science and technology for development and 36/183 of
17 December 1981 on the united Nations Financing System for SCience and Technology
for Development,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980,
containing the International Development Strategy for the Third united Nations
Development Decade,

Recalling its resolution 3 (Ill) of 5 June 1981 on science and technology for
development,

Having considered the note by the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the
study of the efficiency of the united Nations system in the fie.hi of science and
technology for development, y the note by the Secretary-General on the question of
the levels of attainment of scientific and technological development among
different countries, si the report of the Administrator of the united Nations
Development Programme prepared in consultation with the Director-General for
Development and International Econoic Co-operation on tile operations of the Interim
Fund and the Financing System, !Y' the report of the Secretary-General on the
activities of the Centre for Science and Technology for Development, l/ and the
updated progr~~e of work of the Centre for 1982-1983; j/

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group on the
United Nations Financing system for Science and Technology for Development ~

Taking note of tl1e consultations on the long-term arrangements for the united
Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for Development conducted by
the Ad Hoc Intergovernmenal Group on the United Nations Financing System for
Science and Technology for Development during the fourth session of the Cammi~tee,

I

Follow-up to the basic study of the activities, mandates and
working metllods of all the various organs, organizations and
~?dies of the United Nations system in the field of science

and technology

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation on the follow-up to the basic

Y A/CN.ll/26.

si A/CN.ll/25.

!Y' A/rn.ll/28.

y A/CN.ll/29.

jj CRP/1982/3.

lY' A/CN.ll/27.
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study of the efficiency of the united Nations system in the field of science and
technology~ y

2. Welcomes with interest the recowmendations contained in the report and
defers the consideration of these questions to its fifth session for appropriate
decisions~

3. Proposes that the joint activities identified by the task force of the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination should be financed from the current
regular budget of the concerned organizations;

4. stret"1es the need for the four Working Groups of the task force of the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to accelerate its work, in their
respective sectors, namely:

(a) Early identification and assessment of new scientific and technological
developments; global network of scientific and technological information~

(b) National science and technology policies and lJlans and support to
developing countries in the choice of technology~

(c) lVgrading traditional technologies;

(d) Science and technology and the productive sector; commercialization of
research and development for tile benefit of developing countries; acquisition and
transfer of technology;

II

Activities of the Centre for Science and Technology for Development

1. Takes note witl1 satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-General on
the activities of the Centre for Science and Technology for Development~ !I

2. Takes note of the updated programme of work for 1982-1983 for the Centre
for Science and Technology for Development; j/

3. Requests the Centre for Science and Technology for Development:

(a) TO intensify its efforts in the field of national and regional activities
of the Centre;

(b) 'lb include in its annual report to the Committee information on tJle
progress attained in the implementation of the joint activities of the United
Nations system for tile implementation for the Vienna Programrae of Action undertaken
through the task force of the Administrative COInmittee on Co-ordin~tion on science
and technology~

HI

Financing science and technology for 6evelopment

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of tl1e Administrator of the
united Nations Development programme-prepared in consultation with the
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Director-General for Development and International Economic Co··operation on the
operations of the Interim Fund and the Financing System; !y

2. Notes with deep concern the insufficient pledges announced d~ring the
1982 Pledging Conference for Science and Technology for Development;

3. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Ad Hoc
Intergovernmental Group on the uni.ted Nations Financing System for SCience and
Technology for Development and requests that the report and the comments made
thereon be taken as a basis for further negotiations during the forthcoming
informal consultations and at the resumed fourth session of the Committee;

4. Urges the intensification of consultations between all parties concerned,
on the level of resources and on institutional matters, taking duly into account
the increasing needs of the developing countries~

IV

Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development

1. Expresses its thanks to the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology
for Development 1( for its work and takes note of its report~

2. Notes, in particular, the establishment of four ad hoc panels, of which
two will meet in 1982 and two in 1983, and agrees with tile choice of the items to
be discussed by the panels r

3. Notes with interest the proposals of the Advisory Co~nittee in its report
and decides to examine them at its fifth session in all th~ir aspects in
partiCUlar, paragraphs 97 to 99;

4. §Upports the sl'jggestions relating to women and science and technolOYYJ

a
d

d

un
De
wo
th
Fi
De

6. Recommends that the Advisory Committee should meet early in 1983 before
the fifth session of the Intergovernmenal Committee;

5.
future;

Takes note of the suggestions relating to science and technology and me hi
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v

Report of the Secreta.ry-General on the question of the level of
attainment of scientific and technological development among

different countries

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on
the question of the level of attainment of scientific and technological development
among different countries~ ~

2. Decides to consider the report further at its fifth session;

de

De
E.
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VI

OVer-all annual repor~ of the secretary-General on activities of
the united Nations system in the field of science and technology

for development

Takes note of the over-all annual report of the Secretary-General on
activities of the United Nations system in the field of science and technology for
development. !!V

31st meeting
4 June 1982

B. Decisions

1 (IV). Action to be taken on issues left unresolved by the united
Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development

The Intergovernmental Corrumittee on Science and Technology for Development
decides:

(a) 'lb defer the agenda item entitled "Action to be taken on issues left
unresolved by the united Nat±ons Conference on Science and .Technology for
Development" to its fifth session in 1983 for consideration by an in-sessional
working group, bearing in mind the need to consider all unresolved issues and in
the fiT. st instance t11e entire group of questions proposed by the Chairman of the
First Committee of the united Nations Conference on Science and Technology Eor
Development; El

(b) 'lb request the Secretary-General for this purpose, to bring up to date
his report on the current state of negotiations in other United Nations forums on
issues left unresolved by the united Nations Conference on Science and Technology
for Development. 21

2 (IV). participation of non-governr,lental organizations in the
work of the Intergovernmental Committee on science and
TechnologY for Development

The Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development
decides:

!!V A/CN .11/ 24.

!11 See Report of the united Nations Conference on SCience and Technology for
Development, Vienna, 20-31 August 19~ (united Nationp publicdtion, sales No.
E.79.I.21, and Corr.l and 2), annex 11.

~ A/CN.ll/14 and Add.I.
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(a) To defer consideration of draft resolution A/cN.11/L.36 to its fifth
session and to annex tl1e resolution to its report;

(b) To continue applying the pr~~edures envisaged in its resolution -1 (Ill)
of 5 June 1981 for the participation of the non-governmental organizations in the
work of the Committee.

3 (IV). Appointment of members of the Advisory Committee
on Science and Technology for Development

The Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development
decides:

(a) To take note of the note by tl1e Secretary-General on the appointment of
members of the Advisory committee on Science and Technology for Development; El

(b) To suspend paragraph 8 contained in tl1e terms of reference of the United
Nations advisory body on science and technology for development annexed to its
resolution 7 (11) of 4 June 1980 and to extend, taking into account paragraph 10 of
the note by the Secretary-General: El

(i) The terms of office of tl1e fourteen current members which should normally
expire on 31 December 1982 for one additional year until 31 December 1983;

(ii) The terms of office of d1e other fourteen current members which should
normally expire on 31 December 1983 for one additional year until
31 December 1984;

(c) To appoint Mr. Jingting Lu for a term of office erIding on
31 December 1984 to succeed Mr. Lin Hua who had informed the Committee that he
would not be able to continue to serve as a member of tl1e Advisory Corl~ittee.

El A/CN.ll/31 and Corr.l.
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ANNEX 11

Draft resolution transmitted to the fifth session of the
Committee for its consideration

Participation of non-governmental organizations in the
work of the Committee

The Intergovernmental Committee on science and TechnologY fo~ Development,

Recalling its resolution I (Ill) of 5 June 1981 regarding the participation of
non-governmental organizations in the work of the Committee,

Mindful of Article 71 of the Charter of the united Nations,

Having considered the rerx>rt of the Secretary-General entitled "criteria and
arrangements for the participation of non-governmental organizations in the
activities of the Intergovernmental Committee", SV

Decides to adopt the following procedures:

(a) Concerned non-governmental organizations in consultati.ve status \vith the
Economic and Social Council and other concerned organizations which have
participated in the united Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development may be invited to participate as observersJ

(b) Other non-governmental oranizations whose names "have been submitted by
the Secretary-General for consideration by the Committee may be equally invited if
the Committee so approves~

(c) The Secretary-General will apply the following critE!ri,a before submitting
names of non-governmental organizations to the Commitee for approval:

(i) The organization concerned should be a bona fide recognized national or
international non-governmental organization~ it should be a non-profit
organization and its articles of incorporation or constitution will be
filed with ~e SecretariatJ

(i i) AJ5 part of its programme, the organization should be concerned with
issues related to the work of the committee~

(tU) 'Itle organization should have either an active international prograrnr.le or
be involved in activities related to the substance of the Committee's
work; such programme and activities should be of nature that makes ther.l
transferrable for use in other countries.

91 CRP/l982/l.
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Part Two

REFORT OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL OOMMITTEE ON SCIENCE

AND TBCHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT ON ITS RESUMED FOURTH
SESSION

Held at United Nations Headquarters, New York,
from 8 to 10 September 1982

-47··

..~



._~~.~ ...........-~ ---.--. ,- .

-48-

I. INTRODUCTION

2., . 'lbe fourth session of the Conunittee was held at United Nations Headquarters
from 24 May to 4 June 1982.

1. At it~ 31st meeting, on 4 June 1982, the Conunittee decided to hold a resumed
fourth session'in september 1982 in order to compensate for the three working days
which it had given up to the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group of the United Nations
Financing System for Science and Technology for Development and to resume and
conclude its consideration of agenda item 6.
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A. Opening and duration of the resumed session

3. The resumed fourth session of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and
Technology for Development was held at united Nations Headquarters from 8 to
10 September 1982.

4. The Committee held two meetings (32nd and 33r:d) , 0n 8 and 10 September. The
Committee also held informal meetings.

B. Membership and attendance

5. In accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 34/218 of
19 December 1979, the Committee is open to the participation of all States as full
members. Representatives of the following States attended the resumed fourth
session of the Committee:

-
S

S
S
S
S

6

Algeria
Australia
Austria
Bangladesh
Belgium
Brazil
BUlgaria
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
canada
Cape Verde
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Ecuador
Egypt

El Salvador
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland
France
German Dernocr.atic Republic
~ermany, Federal

Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Holy see
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Ireland
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica

-49-

Japan
Kenya
Lesotho
Madagascar
Mexico
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Norway
Onan
Pakistan
Peru
phi lippines
Poland
Portugal
Qatar
Republic of Korea
Romania
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..
Saint Vincent and the

Grenadines
Sierra Leone
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Togo

Trinidad and TObago
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics
united Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

~- .._-.........-. -

united Republic of
Tanzania

united States of
America

upper Volta
Uruguay
Venezuela
Yemen
Yugoslavia
Zambia
zimbabwe

12.

6. The following united Nations organs and bodies were represented,:

World Food OOuncil
united Nations Conference on Trade and Development
united Nations Industrial Development Organization
united Nations Environment Programme
united Nations Development Programme
united Nations Institute for Training and Research

13.
doe

Dev
abo

7.

8.

9.

The following specialized agencies were represented:

International Labour Oryanisation
Food and Agriculture Organization of the united Nations
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
World Health Organization
world Bank

The International Atomic Energy Agency was also represented.

The following intergovernmental organizations were also represented:

Agency for Cultural and Technical Co-operation
European Economic Community
Intergovernmental Bureau for Informatics
Intergovernmental OOmmittee for Migration
organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

C. Officers of the Committee

Fin
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10. At the 32nd meeting, on 8 September, the Committee was informed that
Mr. Tadamichi Yamamoto of Japan would not be able to continue to serve as
Rapporteur of the Committee.

11. At the same meeting, the Committee elected by acclamation Mr. Minoru Shibuya
of Japan as Rapporteur.
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12. '!he officer s of the Committee we' e thu s as follows:

-
Chairman: Mr. Mohamed Baha-Eldin FAYEZ (Egypt)

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Sl'awomir CYTRYCKI (Poland)
Mr. Jesper KNUDSEN (Denmark)
Mr. Alfredo RAMlREZ ARAIZA (Mexico)

Rapporteur: Mr. Minoru SHIBUYA (Japa n)

u. Documentation

13. The Committee had before it at its resumed fourth session the following
documentation:

(a) Report of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for
Development on its fourth session, held from 24 May to 4 June 1982 (see part one
above) ~

(b) Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group on the united Nations
Financing System for Science and Technology for Development (A/CN.ll/27) f

(c) Report of the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme,
prepared in consultation with the Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation, on the o?erations of the United Nations
Interim Fund for Science and.Technology for Development up to 31 December 1981, the
United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology'for Development from
1 January 1982, and relatej policy issues (A/CN.ll/28) f

(d) Note by the Secretariat on elaboration of option III on the institutional
structure of the united Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for
Development, as outlined by the Chairman of the Intergovernmental Committee on
Science and Technology for Development on 16 July 1982 on the occasion of the
informal consultations on the Financing System for Science and Technology, held at
Gene,ra from 12 to 16 July 1982 (A/CN.ll/1982/CRP.5) 1

(e) Draft report ,of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology
for Development on the second part of the fourth session (A/CN.ll/L.46).

E. Adoption of the agenda

14. At its 24th meeting, on 27 May, the Committee adopted the following agenda for
the session (see part one, para. 14).

15. At its 31st meeting, the Committee decided that it would consider only agenda
item 6 at its resumed fourth session in September 1982.

F. Adoption of the report

16. At its 33rd meeting, on 10 September, the Committee adopted the report
contained in document A/CN.ll/L.46, as orally revised by the Rapporteur.
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III. WORK OF THE COMMITTEE AT ITS RESUMED FOURTH SESSION

17. The Chairman of the Committee made a statement at the opening of the resumed
fourth session (32nd meeting) and stated that the only remaining item to be
considered by the Committee was agenda item 6 on financing science and technology
for development.

18. The Chairman informed the Committee about the developments during and since
the first part of the fourth session on the issue of financing. He stated that,
based on a series of informal consultations held during the first part of the
fourth session, he had made a statement expressing his understanding concerning the
progress made on the deliberations on the Financing System. The Chairman's
statement was incorporated into the report of the Intergovernmental Committee on
Science and Technology for Development (first part of the fourth session) and the
Committee, in section II of its resolution 3 (IV) of 4 June 1982, decided that the
report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Group on the United Nations Financing System
for Science and Technology for Development, and the comments made thereon, should
be taken as a basis for further negotiations during the forthcoming informal
consultations and at the resumed fourth session of the Committee.

19. The Ch:lirman's statement dealt with two important issues, Eamely, the level of
the annual core resources for 1983 to 1985 and the institutional arrangements.
These issues, he stated, were the subjects for the informal consultations that he
conducted from 12 to 16 July 1982 at Geneva during the second regular session of
the Economic and Social Council. These consultations were centred around the
question of institutional arrangements. In his statement et the end of these
informal consultations, he had requested the secretariat to prepare a paper for the
resumed fourth session of the Committee, based on the understanding contained
therein and elaborating on option III in paragraph 4, which states that "the
secretariat should be a separate and identifiable entity. It should build up on
the present secretariat of the Financing System and its present relations with
UNDP". The paper prepared by the secretariat in response to this request, he said,
was before the Committee ([A/CN.llj/CRP.5) together with the text of his closing
statement at Geneva (annex I).

20. He reminded the Committee that, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 36/183 of 17 December 1981, the Committee was requested to submit its
recommendations on the institutional, organizational and financial arrangements for
the Financing System, through the Economic and Social Council, tu the General
Assembly at its thirty-seventh session for consideration and decision. He
expressed the hope that the Committee would be able to use the time available to
formulate a position on the Financing System.

21. At its 32nd meeting, the Committee decided to continue its informal
consultations and adjourned.

22. At the 33rd meeting of the Committee, on 10 September, the Chairman informed
the Committee of the progress made in the informal consultations on the United
Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for Development. A statement
of the understanding of the Chairman was submitted to the Committee for its
consideration.
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23. At the same meeting, the Committee decided to incorporate the statement of the
understanding of the Chairman in the body of its report. This statement reads as
follows &

"1. In view of the agreement reached at the first part of the fourth session
of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development
and in the light of the statement made by the Chairman of the Comnittee during
that session, informal consultations on the United Nations Financing System
for Science and Technology for Development were conv~ned at Geneva by the
O1aiIcman of the Conunittee at the time of the second regular session of the
Economic and Social Council for 1982, from 12 to 16 July, and again in
New York, from 7 to 10 september 1982.

"2. The informal consultations at Geneva focused on institutional issues
relating to the Financing System. The closing statement of the Chairman of
the Committee on 16 JUly 1982, at the occasion of the informal consultations
at Geneva, is contained in annex I. In response to the request made at the
informal consultations through the Chairman, a paper ([A/CN.ll]/1982/CRP.5)
was prepared by the Secretariat for the informal consultations in New York in
September 1982. The informal consultations in New York dealt with both
institutional and financial issues 11 relating to the Financing System on the
basis of document f.A/CN.ll]/1982/CRP.5, the report of the Ad Hoc
Intergovernmental Group contained in document A/CN.ll/27, and the Chairman's
statement as contained in the report on the first pa~t of the fourth session
of the Committee, A/37/37 (Part I).

"3. It is the Chairman's understanding that there is agreement that both
financial and institutional arrangements concerning the Financing System are
interrelated issues which should be seen together in the context of
establishing the Financing System.

"4. i.l regard to the financial issues relating to the Financing system, it is
the understanding of the Chairman that ther~ is convergence of views on the
following:

(a) The Financing System shall be endowed with substantial resources and
shall be composed of two types of resources - core and non-core resources.

(b) The core resources component of the Financing System shall be aimed
at attaining a level which will ensure a viable Financing System for Science
and Technology for Development.

(c) Core resources will be derived from contributions made by
Governments in freely convertible currencies and will constitute the basis for
the Financing system.

(d) The Financing System shall have an over-all global target for the
initial period 1983-1985. The levels of the core and non-core resources
within this target shall have an equivalence. Fbr the year 1983, the
financing target for the Financing System in core cesources should attain the
magnitUde of $100 million. The Financing System shall progressively build up
its resources in the remaining years of this initial period.
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(e) The required level of resources and functioning of the Financing

System shall be reviewed periodically, taking into account the increasing
needs of developing countries. The first such review would be held in 1985
towards the end of the initial three-year period.

·5. It is also the understanding of the Chairman that there is a need for
further detailed discussion on tlle followings

(a) The resources of the Financing System shall be contributed on a
voluntary basis but, as far as possible, commitments will be made on a
multi-year basis within the framework of a detailed financing plan. The
resources of the Financing System shall be provided by developed countries,
other donors and developing countries on the basis of appropriate sharing.

(b) Non-core resources will represent an important element of the
Financing System. The feasibility of attracting non-core resources through
specific types of arrangements with potential participants will depend to a
considerable extent on the volume and mode of operations of the Financing
System. In addition to providing loans and grants, the System will enter into
cost-sharing and co-operative arrangements with governmental and
non-governmental organizations, it will accept tied contributions under agreed
conditions and will also act as a conduit through which both pUblic and
private funds ~an be channelled for appropriate purposes.

(c) The non-core component of the System will therefore be based on
co-financing and multi-bilateral contributions, cost-sharing, and joint
ventures and equity participation, both where the System is itself a partner
and where it acts as a co-ordinating agent between the participating
Gov~rnment and the source of funds. The System may also seek to mobilize
funds through the capital markets when its own status and over-all economic
and financial conditions are favourable. In addition, trust funds may be
established by the System, the resources of which can he u~ed for specified
purposes.

·6. on the institutional issues relating to the Financing System, three views
were expressed in the informal consultations at Genevas

(a) That the secretariat should be a separate and identifiable entity
outside the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Close working
~elations with UNDP should be established through co-operative arrangements,
in order to utilize to the fullest extent possible the experience, expertise
and infrastructure of UNDP.

(b) The secretariat functions of the Financing System shall be performed
by the united Nations Development Programme.

(c) The secretariat should be a separate and identifiable entity. It
should build upon the present secretariat of the Financing System and its
present relations with the United Nations Development Programme.

·7. During the informal consultations held in New York in September 1982,
various countries and groups of countries, while reiterating their preferred
options as mentioned above, focused the discussion on the secretariat's paper
[A/CN.ll]/~982/CPR.5. It is the understanding of the Chairman that the
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following elements of this document, which elaborate upon the third view or
option, provide a viable basis for fu~ther negotiations,

(a) The Financing System will continue to be a separate and identifiable
entity within the United Nations. It will have specific guidelines and
operating arrangements approved by the General Assembly on the recommendations
of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development.

(b) The Committee will be the directing and policy-making body of the
Fil~ncing System as decided by the General Assembly in resolutions 34/218 and
36/183, and would include those functions as described in paragraph 5 of
[A/CN.ll]/1982/CRP.5.

(cl A new Executive Body, as an identifiable and separate entity, would
be established to be the intergovernmental body reEponsible for decisions on
the operation and conduct of the Financing System, a function currently
assigned to the Governing Council of UNDP. The functions are described in
[A/CN.ll]/1982/CRP.5, paragraph 5.

(d) The Governing Council of UNDP would, in future, deal mainly with
co-operative arrangements between the Financing System and UNDP. In this
connexion, its functions will not overlap with those of the new Executive
Body, since each would be discharging functions, separately mandated by the
General Assembly. In order to ensure close co-operation between the Financing
System and UNDP, arrangements would be made for exchange of detailed
information between them, especially, where a common interest exists in
sPecific programmes and projects. This collaboration could extend to
co-finan~ing arrangeme~ts, as well as in technical areas to enable the two
organizations to draw upon each other's special skills and experience.

(e) It is proposed that the over-all supervision of ~,e management of
the Financing System be entrusted to the Administrator by the General Assembly
which would also prescribe that, in the exercise of this responsibility, he
would be accountable to the Executive Body of the Financing System instead of
to the Governing Council of UNDP. The Administrator will report to the
Executive Body on operations and activities of the Financing System and bring
forward projects for approval by the Executive Body. The Administrator would
provide an annual report to the Governing Council of UNDP containing
information on co-operation between the Financing System and UNDP and on other
~tters of common interest. The Administrator, in consultation with the
Director-General, would report annually to the Intergovernmental Committee on
SCience and Technology for Development on activities and progress of the
Financing System.

(f) The Director-General, assisted by the Executive Director of the
Qentre for Science and Technology for Development, will submit an annual
report to the Executive Body on, inter alia, matters of mutual concern to the
centre and the Financing System. In order to ensure close and continuous
interact~on between the Centre and the Financing System, the Director-General
or his representatives will be invited on a permanent basis to meetings of the
Executive Body. The Director-General, both in respect of his responsibility
for over-all co-ordination of operational activities in the United Nations
system, and his oversight of the Centre, would be entrusted by the General
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Assembly and by agreement with the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination
(ACC) with the co-ordination with other united Nations organizations and
agencies, including UNDP and the Centre of the work relating to the Financing
System of Science and Technology for Development. Such co-ordination
activities would be carried out through the existing ACC mechanisms,
particularly the ACC Task FOrce on Science and Technology for Development.

(g) The Centre for Science and Technology for Development shall assist
the Director-General in fUlfilling the responsibilities assigned to him in the
Vienna Programme of Action, particularly in providing the necessary
substantive support to the Committee, including its work relating to the
Financing System. The Centre would, through appropriate arrangements and when
required, co-operate with the secretariat of the Financing System to organiz~

or participate in missions to Member States, to prepare, formulate and bring
to the attention of the Financing System suitable projects, undertake or
participate in appraisal missions and evaluate and assess projects financed by
the Financing System in the context of the Vienna Programme of Action. The
co-operation of the secretariat of the Financing System would be sought by the
centre in elaborating the relevant major programme areas of the operational
plan and in supporting the Committee in the promotion of the optimum
mobilization of financial resources to carry out the Vienna Programme of
Action.

(h) The secretariat will be small, reflecting its use of the facilities
of other organizations according to agreed procedures. Its administrative and
support costs will continue to be met from voluntary contributions. The
secretariat, under the over-all supervision of the Administrator, would have
an executive head. The executive head of the secretariat would be appointed
by the secretary-General. The executive head will be responsible for ~~e

day-to-day management of the System and for such other activities as may be
necessary to ensure effective operations of the System for both core and
non-core resource activities. The secretariat of the Financing System will
provide secretariat support to the Executive Body.

(i) Existing arrangements with UNDP for the provision of administrative
services will be continued on a payment-for-services-rendered basis. The
nature and terms of such arrangements will be reviewed and evaluated as the
operations of the Financing System expand. Reports to appropriate secretariat
and intergovernmental bodies on financial audit and accounting matters would
continue to be provided in accordance with united Nations and UNDP procedures
and requirements.

<j) Procedures for project review and appraisal and for co-operative
arrangements with executing agencies and others will continue as at present,
except that final presentation of projects for approval would be to the
Executive Body. Where approval authority is delegated to the Administrator,
projects below a given amount would not need to. be transmitted to the
Executive Body for approval.

(k) The Financing System would continue to utilize the facilities of the
United Nations/UNDP field network at the country and regional level. These
co-operative arrangements would be carried out under existing agreements where
they are mutually satisfactory and under new agreements where experience
indicates the need for revising or expanding co-operative arrangements.
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(1) In view of the intention of Governments that the Financing Syste. be
innovative and forward-looking in the provision of assistance and in
developing new financial arrangements, it is proposed that a review be carried
out by the Executive Body with a view to further refining and streamlining the
financial and operational -regulations of the Financing system to improve its
ability to respond to requests from Governments in the field of science and
technology for development. Areas to be reviewed would include, for ~xample.

(i) Programme and project identification, development, appraisal and
implementation procedures,

(ii) Project accounting, financi31 reporting and auditing for both agency
and government-executed projects,

(iii) Financing arrangements, including loan financing, co-financing,
joint ventures and provisions for provision of goods and services,

(iv) General accounting, bUdgeting and resource managem(;j;.t. procedures.

(m) The Financing System shall function towards the fuliilment of the
objectives of the Vienna Programme of Action and the Operational Plan and the
principles and guidelines as spelled out in General Assembly resolutions
34/218 and 361183 and in Intergovernmental Committee decision 1 (11) and
resolutions 2 (II), 2 (Ill) and 1 (IV).

"8. In response to a request made through the Chairman, the Administrator of
UNDP made a statement in which he confirmed his concurrence with the proposals
contained in secretariat. document [A/CN.IIJ/1982/CRP.5,. He u':1derlined the
importance of v~ewing the Financing System as a separate and identifiable
entity, given the Y' '.que nature of the System and in recognition of the needs
for new and innovative approaches to financing science and technology for
development. In this context, he recognized the importance of establishing 3,

new Executive,lody for the Financing System as an identifiable and separate
entity. He also stated that, in his view, there would be not only no conflict
of interests in the Administrator reporting both to the new Executive Bgdy and
to the Governing Council on matters relating to the Financing System, but that
such an arrangement would mutually reinforce the achievement of eac!c
organization's mandated objectives.

"9. It was agreed that, during the forthcoming session of the General
Assembly, this statement of understanding will be utilized as the basis for
further negotiations with a view to achieving an early agreement on the
establishment of long-term arrangements for the United Nations Financing
System for Science and Technology for Development in order ,to enable it to be
operational as of 1 January 1983."

"!I A group of Eastern European countries reiterated their views that
the Financing System should operate on the principle of unqualified
voluntariness both with regard to the participation of countries, and extent
and nature of their contributions. They also stated that they are not
agreeable to the division of the System's finances, into core and non-core
components and were of the view that the existing' institutions within the
United Nations system should be fully utilized."
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24. At the 33rd meeting, on 10 september, the representative of the Federal
RepUblic of Germany stated that his Government considered it especially important
to improve the scientific capacities of the developing countries. He also stated
that fundamental reservations about new funas and institutions in various fields
and the extremely difficult budgetary situation had forced the Federal Government
to play a prudent role. The intensified bUdgeta~' constraints, he said, prevented
the Federal Government from entering into new financial commitments. At the same
time, the Federal Government had stressed from the outset the principle of
universality and co-responsibility. As it appeared now, important regular donors
were not participating. This, in its opinion, would place an additional
intolerably heavy financial burden on the Federal Government. The Government of
the Federal Republic of Germany was, therefore, not in a position to contribute
financially to the Financing System on Science and Technology for Development. The
Federal Government, he further stated, would continue to attach great importance to
science and technology for development and, within its possibilities, make
substantial funds available for this purpose under its bilateral and existing
multilateral programmes of co-operation.

25. The Chairman of the Committee regretted the decision of the Government of the
Federal Republic of Germany not to participate in the Financing System and also the
time it had chosen to announce its decision. He noted, however, that the Federal
Republic of Germany had a long history of co-operation with developing countries in
the area of science and technology and expressed the hope that the Government of
the Federal Republic of Germany would reconsider its decision.

26. The representative of Algeria, on behalf of the States members of the Group
of 77, ~egretted and deplored the decision of the Federal Republic of Germany, in
particular its impact and timing. He noted that this was the first time that in
the middle of an intergovernmental negotiation such a decision had been officially
made with no room for change. This decision also struck a blow to the progress
made since the Vienna Conference, since it reneged the commitments made at the
Conference. This, he further stated, adversely impinged upon the spirit of
multilateral co-operation and the credibility of the United Nations. It had also
become evident that some important developed countries, in spite of the failure in
the launching of the global negotiation, had also failed to co-operate with the
developing countries in the sectoral approach in international economic
co-operation, which they themselves advocate. Like the Chairman, he expressed the
hope that this was not the final decision of the Government of the Federal RepUblic
of Germany and that this would be reviewed favourably at the thirty-seventh session
of the General Assembly.

27. The representative of China stated that the Chairman's statement of
understanding could be used as the basis for further consultations during the
General Assembly since it reflected the course of the discussions in the informal
meetings. She supported the statement of the Group of 77 and regretted the
negative attitude adopted by a few major developed countries which was closely
linked to similar attitudes they adopted in recent negotiations on international
~conomic co-operation. She also expressed the hope that such countries would
reconsier their positions.

-58-

In
Intergo
light 0

consult
Geneva
of the
these i
views a

1.
of
'!hi
cos
max

2.
Sys
on

Sys

iss

Syst

3.
and
func

appr

*
of the Un
Executive



ANNEX

Summary of the closing statement made by the Chairman of the Committee
on the occasion of the informal consultations on the United Nations
Financing system for Science and TechnologY for Development, held at

Geneva from 12 to 16 July 1982

In view of the agreement reached at the fourth session of the
Intergovernmental Committee On Science and Technology for Development and in the
light of the statement made by the Chairman of the Committee, informal
consultations on the Financing System for Science and Technology were convened at
Geneva by the Chairman of the committee at the time of the second regular session
of the Economic and Social Council, held from 12 to 16 July 1982. As a result of
these informal consult~tions, it is the understanding of the Chairman that the
views are convergent on the following issues:

1. The Financing System, being unique in nature and purpose, shall consist
of a directing and policy-making body, an executive hody and a secretariat.
This structure is intended to assure that the System will be flexible,
cost-effective and cost-efficient, while at the same time utilizing, to the
maximum extent possible, existing expertise and experience.

2. In its capacity as the directing and policy-making body of the Financing
System, the functions and responsibilities of the Intergovernmental Committee
on Science and Technology for Development will include:

(a) General policy orientation of, and direction for, the Financir:
System,

(b) Decisions on recommended levels of resources,

(c) Decisions on policies relating to adrninistr~tive and financial
issues»

(d) General review and evaluation of the activities of the Financing
System,

(e) Election of members to the Executive Body,*

(f) COnsideration of reports of the Executive Body.

3. The Financing System shall have its own Executive Body as an identifiable
and separate entity,* to be responsible for its operation and conduct. The
functions of the Executive Body shall include:

(a) Utilization of resources of the Financing System, particularly
approval of projects, programmes and activities of the System,

* Some delegations from developed countries find that the Governing Council
of the united Nations Development Programme should p~rform the functions of the
Executive Body of Financing System.
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(b) Mobilization of resources,

(c) Decisions on financial planning,

(d) Approval of financial arrangements involving the Financing System,

(e) Fbrmulating recommendations on levels of resources of the Financing
System,

(f) Monitoring of the operations of the System in relation to its
objectives.

The Executive Body should be a small and effective body, and its composition
should reflect an appropriate balance between developed and developing
countries as well as between donors and recipients.

4. The Financing System shall be supported by a small and efficient
secretariat. Beyond this point, it is the Chairman's understanding that
convergence of views has not yet been reached on secretariat arrangements. :l:n
this connexion, the following three views have been expresseds

(a) The secretariat should be a separate and identifiable entity outside
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Close working relations with
UNDP should be established through co-operative arrangements~ in order to
utilize to the fullest extent possible the experience, expertise and
infrastructure of UNDP.

(b) The secretariat functions of the Financing System shall be peLformed
by UNDP.

(c) The secretariat should be a separate and identifiable entity. It
should build up on the present secretariat of the Financing System and its
present relations with UNDP.

Following this understanding, further points of clarification were expressed
by various delegations. Regarding paragraph 2 (b) and (c), one delegation stated
that it would wish to reserve its position in respect of those two functions
attributed to the Intergovernmental Committee in view of the fact that a clear
definition of the functions and responsibilities of the Intergovernmental Committee
would best be attained once the structure of the Executive Body was defined.

In what concerns paragraph 3, it was agreed that the foot-note accompanying
this paragraph should read "some delegations from developed countries find that th&
Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme should perform the
functions of the Executive Body of the Financing System. The terms of refe~ence

and the financial procedures of the Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme may have to be adjusted in order to enable the Governing
Council, acting in the capacity of Executive Body of the Financing System, to carry
out its functions."

Concerning paragraph 3 (d), it was agreed that the words "financial
arrangements" should be substituted by "cooperative and financing arrangements".
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Regarding paragraph 4, several additional clarifications were provided:

(a) In respect of paragraph 4 (a), it was mentioned that the Vienna
Conference, its Programme of Action as well as General Assembly =esolution 34/218
propose that the Financing System should be a distinct and unique system. The
Vienna Programme also recommended the creation of an Intergovernmental Committee
for Science and Technology as a committee of the whole for the purpose of dealing
with issues of the application of science and technology for development. The
Intergovernmental Committee was thus created by the General Assembly. As a result
of these informal consultations, there was an agreement on the creation of a
separate Executive Body for the Financing System. It logically followed that the
secretariat for this Financing System should also be a separate and identifiable
entity responding to the unique needs of the System. Moreover, in view of the
experience accumulated since the adoption of Assembly resolution 34/218, the need
for a unified secretariat for the Financing System had also become evident. A
unique secretariat would overcome the present unsatisfactory arrangement where two
secretariat structures exist, one under the direct responsibility of the
Director-General and another under the responsibility of the Administrator. In
this context, it was also stated that, in the establishment of this unified and
separate secretariat, the services, experience and expertise of UNDP should be
utilized and, further, that a role fO L the Adrninistrator of UNDP could also be
explored.
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"In the light of the consultations held, the Chairman made the following
requests to the secretariat:

At the request of some delegations, an informal paper was made available at
the consultations by the Financing System, on "current administrative and
operational arrangements between the Financing System and UNDP".
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(a) Tb prepare a paper for the resumed fourth session of the Committee in
September, elaborating option (c) and indicating changes and new approaches
required in the existing arrangements for the further development of the Financing

(b) Regarding paragraph 4 (b), the views contained in this paragraph were
reiterated. It was stated that the allocation of the secretariat functions to m~DP

would ensure the adequate and full utilization of the capacities existing within
UNDP, while at the same time optimizing the financial resources that would be
available for the Financing, System. Within this context, it was also stated that f.:;.i
this secretariat could have a distinct entity within UN DP'. lJ

(c) Concerning the option in paragraph 4 (c), it was explain~d that, this ri..·.I.,
option differed from the option in paragraph 4 (b). Option (b) included the,

:i
utilization of UNDP to perform the secretariat functions of the Financing Systemt
and the performances of the functions of the Executive Body of the System by the fl

It'Governing Council of UNDP. Option (c), on the other hand, recognized the need for ~i

an Executive Body as an identifiable and sepaLate entity to which the Administrator I.•.•
of UNDP could be accountable. Further, under option (c), the secretariat did not ~;

need to be an integral part of UNDPJ existing arrangements, including the role of
the Administrator as well as the financial rules and regulations of UNDP should be
carefully reviewed in order to determine such changes and modifications as might be

"jnecessary. It was also noted that the present arrangements provided a pragmatici
and flexible starting point to "build upon" such changes and modifications as are ii
felt necessary.



--_.... ....-.- .. -

Cb) TO arrange for the resumed session of the COmmittee on 8, 9 and
10 september 1982, to be preceded by one day of informal negotiations.

-62-83-02237 0688h (E)

System in regard to its administrative and operational arrangements in relation to
UNDP.

The Chairman sincerely appealed to all delegations to endeavour their utmost
in the intervening period in order to ensure a convergence of views on secretariat
arrangements at the resumed session.



FlIn
fll
pr.
HI
,m
efj
f'"

31
decis
ment
the q
Corn
withi
tive
dom
(Ell
eou

32
decis
hum
Coun
actio

Gene
od'"
sit!
ant
sit!

33.
decis'
establ
exam
nomi
those
subm
decisi
beloy,

34.
decisi
Right
para.
see p'

The r
rio,
fa,.,

35.
ofTh
the F
the
pines,
Unite
Zaire,
peopl
under
(E/19
Island



RAR nOJIY'IHTb H3J];AHHH OprAHH3AIJ:HH OB'DEJJ;HHEHHhIX HAIJ:HH

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLlCACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

02237-February 1983-3,77500850

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agencea
depositsires du monde entier. Informez-vous aupres de votre libraire ou adressez·vous
a: Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Geneve.

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales
Section, New York or Geneva.

HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estan en. vents en librerfas y casas dietri
buidoras en todas partes del mundo. Consulte a su librero 0 dirfjase a: Naciones
Unidas, Secci6n de Ventsa, Nueva York 0 Ginebra. .

H3JlSHHH OprsHH3al1HH Oll'beJlHHeHHbIx ESI1Hff MOlKHO KynHTb B KHHlKHbIX IIsra

3HHSX H areHTcTBSX BO Bcex paROHSl< MHpS. HaBOJlHTe cnpaBKH oll H3JlSHHHX B

Bswell KHHlKHOM MSra3HHe HJIH nHI1' Ta no SJlpecy: OprSHH3Sl1HH Oll'beJlHHeHHbIX

HaI1HA:. CeKI1HH no npOJlSlKe H3JlaH~R, HblO-FioPK ImH :>KeHeBS.
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