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The meeting was called to order at 4.15 p.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

LETTER DATED 5 JULY 1988 FROM THE ACTING PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ISLAMIC

REPUBLIC OF IRAN TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY
COUNCIL (S/19981)

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with decisions taken at the previous

meetings on this item, I invite the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to take a place at the Council table; I invite the représentatives of Cuba, Gabon,
India, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Pakistan, the Syrian Arab Republic and the
United Arab Emirates to take the places reserved for them at the side of the

Council Chamber.

Mr. Mahallati (Islamic Republic of Iran) took-a place at the Council table;

Mr. San José'(Cuba), Mr. Biffot (Gabon), Mr. Rath (India), Mr. Muntasser (Libyan

Arab Jamahiriya), Mr. Umer (Pakistan), Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab Republic) and

Mr. Al-Shaali (United Arab Emirates) took the places reserved for them at the side

of the Council Chamber,

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received

letters from the representatives of Nicaragua and Romania in which they request to
be invited to participate in the discussion of the item on the Council's agenda.
In conformity with the usual practice I propose, with the conseht of the Council,
to invite those representatives to participate in the discussion without the right
to vote, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of
the Council's provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At ‘the invitation of the President, Mr. Serrano Caldera (Nicaragua) and

Mr. Tanasie (Romania) took  the places reserved for them at the side of the Council

Chamber,



BCT/ed S/PV, 2820
3-5

The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now resume its consideration of

the item on its agenda.

I should like to draw the attention of members of the Council to document
§/20020, which contains the text of a letter dated 17 July 1988'from the Acting
Permanenﬁ ﬁépfesentative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretary-General.

The first speaker is the representative of Zambia, on whom I now call.

N
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ML . ZUiE (zambia):s Sir, let me, at the outset, offer zambia's
congratulations to you on your assumption of the high office of President of the
Security Council for the month of Jul&. Yoqr personal skills as a seasoned
diplomat and the deep-rooted faith of your country, Brazil, in freedom and justice,
assure us of a just outcome of our present deliberations.

May I also pay a special tribute to your predeéessér,

Ambassador ‘Marcelo Delpech of Argentina, for the very able manner inAwhiéh he
conducted the work of the Council during the month of June. »

The shooting down of a civilian aircraft,‘lran Air flight 655, by the United
States naval forces over the Strait of Hormuz on 3 July 1988 has cast a long, da?k
shadow over the present meeting of the Security Council. That therMinister of
Foreign Affairs of Iran, His Excellency Mr. Ali Akhbar Velayéti, was in our midst
is testimony to‘the gravity of this regrettable incident in which 29@ people,
inqluding 66 éhildren, lost their lives. I wish to take this opportunity‘to
‘welcome the Minister of Iran and to convey through him to the Government and people
of Iran, in particular the bereaved families, the sincere and deeply‘felt |
condolences of the Zambian delegation over the loss of their loved‘ones.‘ I also
wish to-extend my delegation's condolences to all the Governments whosé nationais
lost their lives in this incident and tb the bereaved fémilies.

My delegation has acknowledged thé'presence of the Vice-President of the
United States, Mr. George Bush, at the beginning of the consideration of‘this
matter b? this Council. The Vice-President's presencé indicates the seriousness
which the United States Government attaches to this matter.

The Iran Air’flight 6535 tragedy is but the latest grim reminder to the

international community of the gravity of the’consequenges of the continuing war
vnbetweenmlfan éﬁd Irag. The question which I believe. is éxercising the minds of

many delegations around this table is whether or not this incident can be considered
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(Mr. Zuze, Zambia)

by the Security Council outside the context of thé ongoing wider conflict in the
Gulf. It is the sincere view of my delegation that this Council, which under the
Charter has ﬁhe primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace
and éecurity, cannot afford to ignore the grave dangers this war poses.

It is our view that, regardless of the cohtext in which this tragedy is
viewed, there is an imperative and urgent need to end this unwarranted war, which
has already taken a heavy £011 in human life for both Iran ahd Irag, not to mention
the massiye irreplaceable resources used to sustéin it, as well as the inca10u1ab1é
Qamage to property. We believe that this recent tragic incident is dérivatibe of
the ongoiné war in the area. It emphasizes the need.forkthe partiés to thé
conflict to abide by the resolutions of the Security Council on this matteg, in
particular resolution‘598'(198?)} adopted unanimously on 20 July 1987, bTo this
extent, Qe welcome the announcement today; by the Islamic Républic of Iran,
officially and categorically éccgptihg Security Council resolution 598 (1987).; It
ié our expeétéﬁion that with this formal acceptance of mandatory resolution
598 (1987), a way has now been paved for its implementation without conditions and
as outlined in:the plan of the Secretary-General.

As Member ‘States,vlwe héve assumed certain obligatidns under the Chart':et,A
including the strict adherence ﬁo the resolutions and decisions of the Upited
Nations, This is the essence_of multilateralism.

With regard to the immediate issue at hand, two vieﬁs havé so far emerged:
one is £hat the shooting down of Iran Air fiighty655 was a premeditatéd act by the
United States naval'forces. The other is, of course, that the captain of the
United States béttleship acted in self-defence.

The conclusion that the captain of the battleship acted delibetétely is based
on the assumption that,‘since the United States warship Vincennes posseéses Ehe>

means to distinguish a fighter aircraft from a slow-moving commercial airline, the



BHS/3E S/PV, 2820
8

(Mr. Zuze, Zambia)

possibility of an accidental act on tbe part of the eaptain isveliminated. Tbigﬁw
view however, underestimates the effects that a battle environment, such_as_that‘
whichAmight have p;evailed at the time in the area qf the tragic incident, ereatesn
and'exc;udes the likely probability of electronic malfunction and human'erro:, both
of which, unfortunately, are fereseeablekin air defence.

There‘is a great deal that can be said about both views, given the unclear
<¢ircumstences surrounding the ineiéent. ‘But we see no military or political
advaptage which the United States cguld\bave hoped to gain by sbootingvdown a
civilian eircraft. Similarly, we f;nﬁ it strapge ;hat tpe civi;‘air traffic
controllers appear to have igporeqlghe’existence,of a battle zqne_andrthe inherent
risks to civil traffic in the paft pf the Gulf where flight 655 wes shot down.
There are, in our opinion, numer ous grey areas in the stories so‘fa; narrated about
the c1rcumstances of fllght 655 prxor to 1ts sudden term1nat10n.

It is, therefore, gratifying to learn that both the Unlted States and the
Islamic Republic of Iran have requested the Internat1onal C1v11 Aviat1on
Organization to undertake separate 1nvest1gat10ns of the events leadlng to this
unfortunate‘tragedy. we also welcome,the‘prqmpt decision by‘tbe Goverqment qf the
United States to conduct an investigatiqn‘in the matter, as Qell as ;he
announcement to compensate the families of the victims of the tragic incident.

We live in a world of perplexing complexities. This calls for accommodation
and compromise, not confrontation. The war in the Gulf has reged on for far too

long. Its threat to freedom of navigation has not only continued but it has also

grown, thereby jeopardizing commercial and economic security of our interdependent
world.

The tragic incident of 3 July 1988 calls for serious reflection and
introspection and for the generetion of momentum towards the attainment of peace in

the Gulf. The blueprint for achieving that goal is Security Council
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resblution 598 (1987).. It would be most unfortunate if the outrage we all have
expressed about thé tragedy of Ifan Air flight 655 did not trénslate into
immediate, éoncreté and concerted action to stop the Iran-Iraqg war through the
implementatién of resolution 598 (1987$. There is nothing we can do for the 290
victims of the Iran Air flight 655. The best monument we can erect in their memory
is to ensure that such a tragedy does not happen again by removing the conditions
which make it possible to happen.

We in the Zambian delegation salute the Secretary-Generél for his tireless
efforts in the search for practical means of implementing Security Council
resolution 598 (1987). We again call for the co-operation of the belligerent
éarties‘with the Secretary-Generél in his difficult task. To this end, we urge the
Security Councii to guard against diversionary manoceuvres designed to undermine the
implementation of resolution 598 (1987), which-was adobted unanimously. Efforts
for peace'Cénnot be and should never be cémpromised.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Zambia for his kind words

addressed to me.

The next speaker is a representative of Pakistan. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mr. UMER (Pakistén): My delegation, Sir, wafmly welcomes your presidency
of the Security Council, which you have assuﬁed in circumstances that are sad and
serious. The Council has been convened to consider a question which is piofoundly
tragic in its human dimension and ominous in its potential for aggéavating an
already tense and difficult situation. There is an qverriding need for restraint
and sagacity. We are all familiar with your qualities of leadership. We are
confident that the deliberations of the Council will continue to benefit from your
outstanding diplomatic skill and experieqce.

I should aiso like to pay a tribute to the Permanent Representative of
Argentina, Mr. Marcelo Delpech, for the exemplary manner in which he presided over
the deliberations of the Security Council last month.

The_facts of this grave incident are well knéwn. The detaiié were
communicated by the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran in his letter
of 3 July addressed to the Secretary—-General. He stated that on Sunday, 3 July, an
Iran Air passenger aircraft was the target of missile attacks by United States
naval forces. According to the letter, the Airbus, arcivilian aircraft of the
I§1§mic Republic of Iran with 290 passenéers on board, was flyiné on a scheduled
flight from Bandar Abbas to Dubai in the routine corridor used by civiliaﬁ |
airliners. As é result of the missile attack the aircraft disintegrated, causing .
the death of all passengers, including 66 children, and crew members.

The Pakistan delegation and, we believe, the members of the Security Council
greatlky benefited from the eloquent and comprehensive statement made on 14 July by
His Excellency Mr. Ali Akbar Velayati. His presence here was an affirmation of the
trust the Islamic Republic of Iran places in the capacity of the Security Coqncil
to take prompt and effective action in the discharge of its responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security and for the prevention of the

recurrence of such unfortunate and grievous incidents.
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The participation earlier in the Council's deliberations of His Excellency
Mr. George Bush, Vice-President of the United States, testified to the great
importance the United States attaches to the subject under consideration. Wekin
Pakistan have already noted that the Président of the United States has expressed
deep regret at the loss of innocent lives resulting from a tragic accident. He has
ordered an official inquiry and announced a decision to offer compensation to the
families of the victims of the disaster.

The news of the destruction of the civilian aircraft and the death of all its
passengers has éaused immense grief to the Government and the people of Pakistan.
We are indeed deeply saddened by the loss of innocent lives, ihcluding‘those of six
Pakistani nationals, which has caused incélculable suffering to their families.

The President of Pakistan, in a meésage to the President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran expressing his condolences, said:

"I was appalled éndrgrieved beyond measure by the heart-rending news of the

shooting down of an Iranian civil airliner, that resulted in a colossal loss

of life. The poignancy of the enormous tragedy is apparent in the fact thét
those who perished in it were innocent children, women and men. This tragic
event has, naturally, cast a pall of gloom over all Pakistan."

The shooting down of a civilian aircraft raises many disturbing questions. We
believe that this human tragedy was avoidable. A detailed and thorough
investigation must be urgently and immediately undertaken so that measures can be
devised to ensure thatvsuch incidents do not recur, ever. To that end,.Pakistan
also pafticipated in the recent deliberations of the Council of the International

Civil Aviation Organization on this subject.
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Pakistan deplores the loss of innocent lives in this most distressing
incident, and urges‘;he Security Council to take congnizance of it so as to devise
appropriate measures in the interest of the safety of civil aviation.

It is said that the finest things are spoken on the saddest occasions. While
we mourn the loss of innocent lives in the tragic incident of 3 July, fhere has
been an extremely important and positive development. I am referring here to the
letter dated 17 July from His Excellency Sayed Ali Khamenei, President of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, addressed to the Secietary—General, in which the
President stated

"we have decided to officially declare that the Islamic Republic of Iran -

because of the importance it attaches to saving the lives of huﬁan beings and

the establishment of justice and regional and international peace and

security - accepts Security Council resolution 598 ((1987)1". (S/20020,

annex)

.

The entire international community, particularly the members of the Security
Council, as well as the Secretary-General, who have worked arduously and
steadfastly to bring an end to the Iran-Iraq conflict, have every reason to welcome
this important decision. For the people and the Government of Pékistan, who have
exper ienced profound grief and anguish at the colossal loss of life during the past
eight years of this conflict, the vision of peace which has now appeared on ﬁhe
horizon is a source of boundless relief and satisfaction. My Government will be
prepared to assist in any manner in ensuring that this vision is tpanslated soon
into reality. |

By bringing its case to the Security Council with'regard to the tragic .
incident of 3 July, and by its acceptance of resolution 598 (1987),‘Iran has given

a clear demonstration of its trust and confidence ‘in the Security Council and in

its ability to carry out the responsibilities entrusted to it under the Charter.
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We are confident that the decisions of the Se'cufity Council will not only reflect
the international community's expectations of this body in its primary role of
promoting peace and security but will also in equal measure reflect the trust and =
confidence Iran has placed in the Council. E

The United Nations, and particularly the Security Council, is on the threshold
of a historic opportunity. We are convinced of the Council's determination to
grasp that opportunity so that peace and tranquility may return to a region
tormented for so long by war and devastation.’

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Pakistan for the kind words

he addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. I

invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mr . MUNTASSER (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic): The

delegation of the Jamahiriya is pleased to see you, Sir, the representative of
friendly Brazii, ércountry with which we have good relaﬁions, presiding over the
Council's deliberations for this month. My delegation is convinced that the
Council's work will be crowned with success owing to your diplomatic skills and
objectivity. -

I should also like in this context to express my delegatipn's thanks to your
predecessor, the Permanent Representative of Argentina, for the excellent manner in
which hé steered the‘Council's deliberations last month,

During the past few days we followed media reports, including press, radio apd
television coverage, of the barbaric act of aggression committed by one of the
naval vessels of the United States fleet in the Arabian Gulf; an act of_aggrgssion
perpetrated wiﬁhout cause against Iranian civil airliner 655 on Sunday,

3 July 19883 an attack which resulted inrthe loss of life of its 290 passengers,
including more thanYGO chi;dren whose ages ranged between six and 12 years.

Last Thursday we listened to the detailed statement of Mr. Ali-Akbar Velayati,
the Foreign Minister of the Islamic_Republic of Iran, in which he clarified the
circumstanqes of the tragedy - a statement which has prpvided incontrovertible
proof Qf responsibility for the tragedy. We have listened to other speakers duriﬁg
the past two meetings. -

My coﬁntry condemned that senseless act of aggression only hours afte: it_had
taken place; A statement iésued by the People'é Office for Foreign Relations said:

B "By committing this aggression the United States adds a new page to a
recofd replete with official State terrorism and represented in repeated acts
of aggression against aviation and navigation jeopardizing the lives of

civilians and committing aggression against innocent peoples.”
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On repeated occasions the Jamahiriya has céiled the international community's
attention to the dangers engendered by the presence of foréién naval fleets in the
Arabian Gulf and the Mediterranean. That presenée represents a direct threat to
the security, independence and sovereignty of the countries of the region; ii also
jeopardizes civil aviation and navigation, aé well as the lives of passéngers. The
Jamahiriya considers the military presence of foreign forces the main reason for
the escalation of tensionfand the destabilization of.peace in thevarea;

My country was the #ictim of a previous premeditated, senseless aggression
against the cities of Tripoli and Benghazivin 1986 which ciaimed the lives of a
1afge number of innocent civilians, including women, elderly and childrén. ﬁibyan
Arab aircraft and vessels are still subjected to proVocations by the'United States
military fleet in the Mediterranean. We have repeatedly informed the
~ Secretary-General and the Security Council of those provodations, the ﬁdst récént'
of which appéared in official document A/43/85;S/19423 6f 12 January 1988.

My delegation expresses condolences to the fémilies of'the‘victims. We éléo
affirm our stand of solidarity with the fraternal Iranian people in its
confrontation of the American aggression. We also condemn in the strongest terms
the senseless, barbaric aggression agaihst ﬁhe’fréternal Mﬁslim Iranian people.

Once again we renew our demand for the withdrawal of all fofeigﬁ fleets from '
Arabian Gulf and the Mediterranean. We call upon the Council to assume its full
tespdnSibility for the maintenance of ihtefhational peace and security in the
area. The Council should not stand idle before provocative acts that will leaé t§
the escalation of tension and expansion of war iﬁ the area. The Council should

take all measures that would lead to the immediate withdrawal of foreign fleets

from the area.
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(Mr. Muntasser, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)

In conclusion, the delegation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya expresses its
happiness over the letter from the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the
United Na;ions Secretary-General in which he has expressed his country's
acceptance of Securitkaouncil resolution 598 (1987). We hope that the
Secretary—ngetal's efforts will be crowned with success‘and will lead to o

prevailing peace and security among the fraternal countries of the region,

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
for the kind words he addressed to my counry to me.
The next speaker is the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic. I invite

him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement..

Mr. AL=-MASRI (Sy;ian Arab Republic)(interpretation:from.Arabic): At the
outsetdI should like to express to you, Sir, my delegation's satisfaction at seeing
you accede to the presidency of the Security Council for the month of July,
especially since my country, Syria, is linked to your country, Brazil, by close
ties ofyfrienghip and co-operatiqn.

I should also like to take this pppo:tunity}tq express to Mr. Marcelo Delpech,
the Permanent Representative of»Arggntina,‘our gratitude for,thé‘wise and effective
way in which he guided the Council's work last month.

Syria learned, with consternation and horror, the news of the shooting down of
the Irgnian‘ciyilian airliner fligbt{GSS by an American warship, the Vinceqngs,
resulting in the loss of life of all its'290 passepgers, includiﬁg_wqmen_anqA
children. My country has condemned that act and drawn the attention of world
public opinion to the serious dangers resulting frpm the continued presence of
foreign military fleets in the Gulf and to the suffering and danger that presence
could cause to the peoples of~the.region.

I
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This tragic accident has shocked the conscience of mankind and is a violation
of the human right to life, liberty and freedom of movement. We have heard the
important statement of Mr. Ali Akbar Velayati, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Iran; the information he provided has shed light on the
circumstances surrounding the downinq of the airliner.

That accident was the culmination of the human tragedy that has resulted in
the military presence now in the Gulf. It has raised several questions'fegarding
future developments in the situation in one of the most sensitive, vital and
heavily travelled regions of the world. The continued presence of foreign military
fleets in the waters and airspace of that region and the continued interference
with and intervention in maritime navigation and air traffic are serious and
continuing threats to the safety and freedom of such air and naval traffic and to
paésenget safety.

The shooting down of the civilian Iranian aircraft has brought to light the
seriousness of the presence of such foreign military fleets in the Gulf. The
accident requires that the intérnational‘community‘make all possible efforts to
ensure the raﬁid and effective withdrawal of those fleets and it demands that the
States to which such fleets beloﬁg comply in order to reassure the inhabitants of
the region, who are living in fear and terror of the recurrence of such a
catastrophe. Their fear and terror of a ﬁew disaster will remain justified and
legitimate so long as those fleets remain in the tegioh and so long as they
continue to interfere with freedom of maritime navigation and civilian air
transportation. There is at present nothing to prevent the recurrence of such a
tragedy in the future.

The arguments advanced to justify and explain that horrendous act, which

resulted in one of the greatest tragedies the international community has known in
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the modern era, convince no one and cannot distract world attention from the
fundamental problem, namely, that of the presence of military fleets in the Gulf, a
presence that has become of fundamental concern to all.

The destrhction of the Iraﬁian civil airliner, wﬁich_resulted in the deaths of
290 innocent persons, including women and children, and which has created a climate
of fear and-terror in the region, must be condemned categorically and
ehergetically. In the face of ghis human ordeal, all peace-loving peoples are
looking to the Security Council to adopt the measures necessary to guarantee strict
respect by all States for the norms, rules and‘international conventions governing
naval and air traffic, safety and freedom. There must be a rapid withdrawal of all
military forces and fleets from the Gulf region to ensure the security of civilian
air and maritime lanes, to respect civilian lives and to promote peace and security'
in that important and sensitive region of the world.

In conclusion, I should like to take this opportunity to express to the
representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and to the representatives of those
States whose nationals'died on Flight 655, as well as to the Governmeﬂts and the
bereaved families of the victims, my country's sincere condolences at the tragic

loss of life.

The PRESIDENT: 1 thank the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic

for his kind words addressed to my country and to me.
The next speaker is the representative of India. I invite bim to take a place

at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mr. RATH (India): Iﬁ is the privilege of my delegation to congratulate
you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for this
month, We are confident that your long diplomatic experience and
not-inconsiderable skills in that field will provide both guidance and leadership
to the Council.

May I also take this opportunity to express our deep appreciation to
Mr. Marcelo Delpech, the Permanent Representative of Argentina, for the admirable
manner in which he conducted the Council's delibérations last month,

On 3 July 1988 a civilian aircraft belonging to Iran Air was shot dowp by a
naval ship of the United States armed forces in thé Gulf. The 290 passengers and
crew aboard the aircraft lost their lives. Amongst them were citizens of my
country. We have listened with great attention to the statements made to the
Council by the Vice-President of the United States, the Honourable George Bush, and
His Excellency the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Said Ali Akbar
Velayati. We deeply deplore the shooting down of a civilian aircraft and the
tragic loss of innocent lives.

In a message to the Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran my Primev
Mipister has expressed his deep distress and the hea;tfelt sympathies of the people
and Government of India to the families of the bereaved. My delegation wishes once
again to convey its most sincere condolences tb the Governinent of ’the Islamic
REpublic of Iran and the relatives of the victims. My delegation also expresses

its deepest sympathy to the families of the victims from all the other countries

-

involved.

We have supported the request for an investigation by the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) into the circumstances of this tragic incident. We

have noted the positive stand of the parties involved in offering their fullest
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co-operation to ICAO. We have also noted the United States Administration's order

of a full enquiry and its offer of compension on an ex gratia basis to the families

of the victims.

India's views on the situation in the Gulf are well khown. Following the
shooting down of the Iran Air aircraft, the official spokesman of the Governmeht of
India made the following statement:

"The Government has consistently maintained that great-Power naval
presences in the Gulf are aggravating tension in the region and has
accordingly urged utmost restraint by all concerned. The act of violenée
perpetrated yesterday has demonstrated only too clearly that peace in the '
region must be restored speedily by a process of.negotiatioﬁ which takes into
account the legitimate interests of all parties, not through futile resort'to
force."

We had sincerely hoped that out of this tragedy would emerge a greater sense
of urgency to bring an end to all hostilities in the regilon. Already, there are
rapidly moving developments. We welcome the foicial declaration by the Islamic

vRepublic of Iran of its acceptance of Security Council resolution 598 (1987). We
are confident that that will be significant to the attainment of peace and security
in the region. 1India has supported the efforts of the Secretary-General towards
the implementatidn of resolution 598 (1987) to bring an end to the Iran-Irag
conflict and the consequences arising therefrom.

Today, we reaffirm that support to the Secretary-Genéral, and we hope that we

- can now move quickly ahead to bring about durable peace in the region.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of India for his kind words

addressed to me.

{spoke - in -Spanish)

The next speaker is the representative of the Cuba, I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr ; ' VELAZCO ' SAN 'JOSE (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): May I first,

Sir, congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency of»the Council for the
month of July.' We know your diplomatic skills and experience, which‘gibe us
confidence that the Council's work will be successful.

I also‘wish ﬁo congratulate Ambassador Delpech, Pefmanen; Representative of
Argentina, who gave proof of hisvskill and ability in the conduct of the Council's
work during the month of June.

This lofty body is meeting to consider the tragic situation caused by the
downlng of a commerc1a1 airliner of the Islamic Republic of Iran by a United States
warship, with the death of 290 persons, 1nc1ud1ng 66 children, citizens of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and other countries. On behelf of the Government and
peOple of Cuba, I wish to express our deepest sympathy to the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and to the relatives of the Iranian victims and those of
other nationalities.

The mass media have provided a great deal of information on the incident, and
we have all been able to see on our television screens the Dantesque scenes of the
recovery of bodies from the waters of the Gulf.

Various civil and military authorities of the United States Government have.
made statements describing the incident as just an accident, the result of a

mistake in identifying the aircraft, which was allegedly confused with a military

plane.
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We have also heard various possible reasons why the captain of the Vincennes
ordered the downing of the plane; and there have alsorbeen many cont:adictions
between the initial statements made by Admiral Crowe, who went so far as to say
that the plane was outside the air corridor used on the Bandar Abbas-Dubai route,
and later statements by Pentagén spokesmen.

What is certain is that Iran Air 655 was on a schedﬁled flight, was using an
established international air route, was gaining altitude and not descending, as
had initially been asserted, and during its sho:t flight transmitted the
appropriate civil aviation signals.

Moreover, the USS Vincennes is one of the most sophisticated warships in the

United States fleet. At a cost of billions of dollars it has the Aegis,system, ;
battery of radars, seﬁsors, computers and automatic guided weapons which taken
togethet supposedly work very well in combat -~ except that, as we are now told, it
. confused an aeroplane 62 feet long, an F-14, with an aeroplane 177 feet long, an
Airbus. |

It is not easy to imagine that it was simply an accident caused by a mistake
in the computers, acquired through murky Pentagoh contracts, or by the nervousness
and irresponsibility of a>ship's captain desperate to prove the’effectiveﬁess of
the death-dealing machinery put in his hands. But even if we accepted the idea
that it was just an accident, those 290 innocent victims would not have given their
lives but for the unjustified military presence and the aggnessive and bellicose
policy of the United States in that part of the world. The‘concentrationvin the
waters of the Gulf of a powerful naval force of the United States and other Powers
from outsidé the region, far from achieving the goals for which it was sgpposédly
sent, has in practice contributed to increasing tension in a region already torn by

a tragic armed conflict.
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Yesterday it was ah aircraft ofilran Air that was downed; tomorrow it could be
any one of the hundreds of commercial airliners. that use those air routes daily.

The naval forces to which I ﬁave referred are a danger to the region; they
jeopardize the security of air navigation and constitute a threat to international
peace and stability.

Our country condemns the warmongering policy that léd to the tragedy, and
appeals to international public opinion to rally to achieve the withdrawal of
foreign military forces from the Gulf and the taking of measures to avoid a
recurrence of such actions, and at the same time to call for é search for a
negotiated solution to put an end to the situation that for more than seven years
has convulsed the'région.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative

of Cuba for the kind words he addressed to me.

(spoke:in'Egglish)

The next speaker is the representative of Romania. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statément.

Mr.‘TANASIE (Romania): Allow me first; Sir, to extend to you our sincere
and warm congratulations on your assumihg the presidency and to wish you every
success in your term 6f office. Your country ﬁas always been distinguished’by its
dedication to the strengthening of interhatiqnal peace‘and secu?ity and thus to the
strengthening of the role of the United Nations in internaiional relations. Bfézil
and my own couhtry have relations of mutual respect and ﬁany-sided co-dperation.
Your talent as a skilful diplomat and your wisdom assure the Council of success in

its work this month.
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'At the same time, Sir, 1 wish to express my appreciation to your predecéssdr,
Mr. Marcelo Delpech, for the excellent manner in which he led the Council's work
throughout the month of June.

Ig was with deep concern and regret that the people of the Socialist Republic
of Romania learned the news of the shooting down, by the naval forces of the United
States operating.in the Gulf, of the Iranian civilian airliner with 290 persons on
board, all of whom lost their lives.

I wish to take this opportunity to convey the profound sympathy and
condolences of the Romanian people to the people of Iran and the bereaved families
of the victims.

The Romanian people is most worried about the situation, which has heightened
tension in the region and created new threats to international peace and security.

The shooting down of the civilian aircraft was without any doubt a consequence
of the great military tension prevailing in the zone. This tragic incident, which
has particular gravity, has once again drawn attention to the difficult and
dangerous situation in the Gulf region, which could escape control, endangering the
security of every country and jeopardizing peace and stability in the region. It
gives clear evidence of the need to eliminate the conditions which have provoked
the escalation of the conflict existing in the Gulf.

We believe that the situation which engendered the incident must end without:
further delay. For this purpose, we reaffirm the longstanding position of Romania
that it is imperative that all foreign warships be withdrawn from the Gulf, and
that an immediate end be put to all similar acts, all forms of atmed intervention

and any resort to the policy of force.
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Consistently favouring political ways of settling disputes and appealing for
lasting peace in the region, Romania has always beén of the view that life has
clearly shown that any conflict adds more complications to a given situation and
leads to the aggravation of relations between States. It is essential to act
responsibly for the cessation of disputes and to proceed towards their settlement
exclusively through negotiations. Romania has always stressed the need for the
immediate cessation of the war between Iran and Irag and solution of the conflict
through peaceful negotiations, thus allowing the two countries to concentrate their
efforts on economic and social development and to make their contributions to the
settlement of the complex matters confronting mankind. Implementation of
Security Council resolution 598 (1987) can be the basis for the restoration of

peace and normalcy in the Gulf. It is the Council's duty to renew its peace

efforts. Full support should be given to the Secretary-General in his endeavours

to achieve peace.

Deploring the shooting-down of the Iranian passenger airliner, Romania
expresses its opinion that more general conclusions should be drawn from the
tfagedy of the Iranian aircraft and that all measures should be taken to prevent
‘activities that could generate other grave events in the region. A full
investigation should bé carried out by the relevant international bodies to clarify
the circumstances that led to the incident and to contribute to the prevention of
such tragedies in the future.

Romania would also like to emphasize the need for all States to exercise the
greatest restraint and moderation in these diffiéult moments for peace and security
in the region and to act so that wisdom and the supreme interests of peace,

co-operation and understanding émong all peoples prevail,
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Romania for his kind words

addressed to my country and to me.

(spoke in Spanish)

The next speaker is the representative of Nicaragua. 1I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. SERRANO CALDERA (Nicaragua) {interpretation from Spanish): At the
outset I should like to tell you, Sir, how pleased my delegation is, and how
pleased I am, to see you presiding over the work of the Council. You represent a
sister Latin American republic with which we have many bonds and with which we
share the same principles and ideals of respect for law, love of justice and peace,
and solidarity among nations. We are certain that the Council will find in you the
intelligent and effecﬁive leadership'it needs to bring the present deliberations to
a successful conclusion.

We wish to express our appreciation to Rmbassador Delpech of Argentina for the
exemplary way in which he directed the work of this body last month.

On Thursday of last week we listened most attentively to the statement of
His Excellency Mr. Ali Akbar Velayati, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, who related to us the grave events that impelled his country to -
request an urgent meeting of this lofty body. We also had the opportunity to hear
the explanations and opinions of the Government of the United States of America
from its Vice~President, Mr. George Bush.

Reacting to the serious occurrences denounced by Iran, on 4 July my Government
issued a communiqué in which it forcefully condemned the brutal attack perpetrated
by the armed forces of the United States against an Iran Air passenger plane over

international waters in the Strait of Hormuz, causing the death of 290 innocent

civilians.
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The Nicaraguan people's sorrow at this tragedy was expresséd by
President Daniel Ortega Saavadra in a letter of the same date addressed to
His Exceliency Seyed Ali Khamenei, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran. We
wish to take this opportunity to reiterate to the Government of Iran and the
felatives of the victims, through their Minister for Foreign Affairs, our sorrow
and pain at this tragedy. We express the same sentiments to the Governments and
families of the persons of other nationalities who also were victims of this
horrendous act.

Without prejudice to the results of the investigations begun by the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) on the degree of‘résponsibility of
the ﬁnited States Government in the commission of this barbarous act, the
unfortunate circumstances that led to these meetings of the Council should cause us
to reflect on substantive aspects that can hardly be dissociated from the context
of the fratricidal war between Iran and Iraq and threaten their neighbours
throughoﬁt the Gulf region.

First, the Security Council must ensure compliance with the international
norms of civil éir traffic adopted in the Chicago Convention of 1944, in particular
the provisions of article 44 and annex II, which are universally recognized and
valid norms any breach of which must be subject to liability and compensation to be
determined by the results of the inquiry undertaken by the specialized agency.
Although we believe that this important aspect of the problem cannot be resolved by
ex gratia compensation but through recognition of the rights of the offended
country and the victims' relatives, the basic consideration is not so much
identification of the right mechanism for compensation as the establishment of

measures to prevent the recurcrence of such events.
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Secondly, apart from the question of-international liability, there is the
problem of the context which prompts and causes the incident. The presence of
foreign naval forces, mainly those of the United States, in the Gulf, far from
ensuring free maritime transit in that region, which is vital to the international
economy, has become an element of tension that has degenerated into repeated grave
incidents. This kind of foreign presence unfortunately reflects the dangerous
trend to resolve international problems uniiaterally, setting aside the juridical
and institutional framework of the United Nations Charter, in particular the powers
it grants the Security Council in respect of threats to or breaches of
international peace and security. The safety of civil air and maritime traffic in

the Gulf region should therefore be a primary responsibility of the

Security Council and of all the States of the region.
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..The withdrawal of those foreign naval forées is therefore imperative if there
really is a desire to help‘to deactivate a devastating and fratricidal conf;ict
that has already gone on too long, and if there really is a desire to create an
atmosphere conducive to a peaceful, just and honoqrable solution,

‘The death of those 290 innocent persons is nothing but the t;agig result of a
mistaken and arbitrary policy, led by the United States of America, which\balks at
acting within the law and claims to have rights and interests everywhere in the
wor ld.

A year ago the Security Council unanimously adopted resolutidn 598 (1987).
That re;olutioh constitutes the framework for the solution of the conflict, which
all of us - especially the Movement of Non—Aligned‘Countries - wish to see ended.
Any decision that the Council takes to guarantee the'safety of maritime and air
traffic in the Gulf region should be in keéping with the genéral lines and
principles contained in that resolution qnd should not lose sight of those
objéctives. It is therefore essential that, as the necessary measures are taken to
prevent a recurrence of barbaric acts such as the one which led to the convening of
the Security Council on this occasion and to ensure compliance with the
international norms that protect innocent civilians in cases of conflict, renewed
support should be given to the Secretary-General in his efforts to achieve the
implementation of resolution 598 (1987).

In that context, we express our appreciation to the Islamic Republic of Iran
for héving officially accepted Security Council resolution 598 (1987) - an
acceptgnce expressed in a letter of 17 July 1988 addressed to the
Secretary-General, Mr, Javier Perez de Cuellar, by President Seyed Ali Khamenei.
That expression of intent should be followed by the immediate implemenfation
by the two parties of the plan drawn up by the Secretary-General for the

application of resolution 598 (1987).
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We cannot conclude our statement without making a strong appeal to all the
pérties to refrain from any action that could aggravate the present situation. We
appeal particularly to the big Powers to co-operate and facilitate the
implementation of resolution 598 (1987). To that end, it is esgsential, indeed
crucial, to have the political will of the parties to the conflict between Iran and
Iraq, fraternal countries with which Nicaragua has relations of friendship and
solidarity and from which we request sincere co-operation with the
Secretary-General in order to achieve the just and honourable solution to which we

all aspire.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative

of Nicaragqua for the kind words he addressed to my country and to me.

(spoke ' in ‘Engl ish)

The representative of the United States wishes to speak, and I now call on him.
Mr. WALTERS (United States of America): I shall not answer the
accusations of premeditation levelled against my country in regard to this very

tragic incident. They are unworthy of a reply. They are false, and even those who

uttered them know that,

The PRESIDENT: I shall now make a statement in my capacity as the

representative of Brazil.

. In a statement issued on 4 July 1988 the Brazilian Governmént expressed its
deep regret at the downing of the Iranian civilian aircraft, with the resulting
loss of hundreds of innocent lives. It reiterated that international civil
aviation‘cannot be ieft at the mercy of acts of this nature and,notedithat this
tragic incident underlined once again the need for the utmost restraint on the pﬁrt
of all in the Gulf region, as called for in Security Council resolution 598 (1987).

On the same occasion the Brazilian Government extended its: sincere condolences

to the families of all the victims of this deplorable event.
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It is clear that a full and independent investigation of the facts is
imperative. The results of such an investigation will serve the purposes of
clarifying the circumstances under which the event took place and ascertaining
responsibilities. The conclusions drawn on a technical level should, in addition,
contribute to the improvement of the safety of civil air traffic.

As a member of the Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), Brazil concurred in its decision taken on 14 July, in response to an
Iranian request, to investigate the occurrence. We welcome the decision by the
United States to co-operate fully with this investigation.

We have taken note of the initiative of the United States Government to offer,
aé a humanitarian gesture, on an ex gratia basis, compensation to the victims.

It is our firm conviction that international civil aviation is a_factorzéf
peace and of bringing peoples together. Its safety, therefore, must not be
jeopardized. To that end, certain norms governing international behaviour, such as
the rules, standards and recommended practices enshrined in the 1944 Chicago
Convention and its annexes, must be observed, particularly those related to the
non-use of weapons against civil aircraft.

During the course of our debate, arguments have been advanced in support of
the principles of freedom of navigation and of safety of civil aviation. It is in
the best interests of the international community that upholding one must not imply
infringing the other..

This tragic episode, beyond its immediate circumstances and implications,
calls for both restraint and reflection on the part of all. It dramatically
illustrates the disquieting degree of tension prevailing in the Gulf today. It
also underlines the urgent need to put an end to the Iran-Iraqg war, which has been

raging for almost eight years. To that end, resolution 598 (1987), unanimously
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adopted by the Security Council one year ago, constitutes in our- view the proper
framework for a just and honourable settlement of the conflict and for the
restoration of peace and security in ;he region ona_last;ng basis. Brazil commends
the efforts by the Secretary-General in this regard and isvfglly prep;red to work
with him in the development of his implementation plan.

The presence in the Security Council of the Foreign Minister of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, His Excellency Mr. Ali-Akbar Velayati, and the Vice-President of
the United States, the Honourable George Bush, bears witness to the gravity of the
incident, to the importance that both countries attach to this forum, and to their
willingness to hear each othgr's contentions. We hope that this occasion will be
seen as an opportunity for reducing tensions and cteating a bettef po;itical

atmosphere, conducive to a comprehensive and lasting solution to the problems

affecting the region.
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| Given the responsibilities of the Security Council under the Charter as the
main body entrusted with the preservation of peace and security, it is td be
expected that, in the consideration of the item on our agenda, this body will take
appropriate action in the manner that will give satisfaction to all.

I shall now resume in my capacity as President of the Security Counqil.

There are no further speakers for this meeting. The next meeting of the
Security Council to continue the consideratién of the item on the agenda will take
place tomorrow, Tuesday, 19 July, at 1l a.m.

I should like to make a further announcement. I am inviting the members of
the Council for consultations at 10 o'clock this evening. I apologize for the

lateness of the hour fixed for these consultations, but additional time is

indeed needed to prepare them.

The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m.



