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Fifty-first session
REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE STANDI NG COWM TTEE
. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. At its fiftieth session in October 1999, the Executive Comittee adopted
a decision on the programe of work of the Standing Committee in 2000

(A AC. 96/ 928, paragraph 24) in which it sets out the issues to be exami ned by
the Standing Committee.

2. In accordance with Executive Committee Wirki ng Met hods adopted at the
forty-sixth session (A/ AC 96/860, paragraph 32), the Standing Committee held
three neetings over the past year: in February/March, July and Septenber

2000. A planning neeting of Executive Conmittee nenbers in December 1999

est abli shed the cal endar of neetings and deternined the distribution of the
different agenda itens in 2000 (see Annex |). Two additional items on
UNHCR s response to the Kosovo enmergency and staff safety and security were
added during the year. Menbers of the Executive Conmittee, in acknow edgment
of the need for multi-year planning, also took note of the programme of work
of the Standing Committee for the years 2001 and 2002 (Annex 1).

3. A detail ed account of the work undertaken at each of the neetings of the
Standing Committee over the past year is contained in the follow ng reports:
A/ AC. 96/ 929: Report of the Seventeenth Meeting of the Standing Conmittee

(29 February - 2 March 2000); A/ AC 96/939: Report of the Eighteenth Meeting

of the Standing Committee (5 - 7 July 2000); A/ AC. 96/943: Report of the

Ni neteenth Meeting of the Standing Conmittee (27 - 28 Septenber 2000).

| ssues covered by the Standing Committee in 2000

4. The work undertaken by the Standing Conmittee included a nunber of
recurrent items. This included reviews of UNHCR s progranmes and activities
in various regions on the basis of oral strategic updates, allow ng the
Standing Cormittee to oversee the evolution of these programes and the
essential challenges for the future. Africa and Central Asia, South-Wst
Asia, North Africa and the M ddl e East were reviewed in February/ March; and
The Americas, Asia and the Pacific, Europe and the former Yugoslavia in July.

5. In addition, the Standing Committee considered at each of its meetings
regul ar updates on overall programe and fundi ng i ssues, through which it was
kept abreast of the situation in terns of programe requirenents and funding
| evels. The Standing Committee in February/March al so consi dered UNHCR s
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Medi um Term Pl an for 2002 to 2005. Follow ng consultations with Menbers and
bservers of the Standing Conmittee in 1999 and early 2000, a review of the
annual programe budget structure was al so undertaken at this nmeeting. In
July, the Standing Conmittee reviewed the pledgi ng conference process and
adopt ed gui ding principles applicable to the resourcing of UNHCR s unified
budget. In addition, a G obal Report on UNHCR s activities in 1999 was
considered. |In Septenber a M d-Year Progress Report was presented on UNHCR
activities in the first half of 2000.

6. At its various meetings, the Standing Conmittee al so revi ewed
programe/ protection policy issues. |In February/March it followed-up on

i ssues arising fromthe plenary debate on the annual therme in 1999 and
considered UNHCR s efforts on behal f of refugee children and adol escents, as
wel|l as ol der refugees. Mainstreanm ng environnmental concerns in refugee
operations, statistics, and recent devel opnents in UNHCR s invol vemrent in
reintegration, were al so discussed in February/March. 1In addition, the
findi ngs of an independent eval uation of UNHCR s response to the Kosovo
energency were presented to the Standing Conmittee at the same nmeeting. In
July, the Standing Conmittee reexam ned the issue of the econonic and socia
i mpact of massive refugee popul ati ons on host devel oping countries, as well
as other countries. Safety and security of staff as well as the security,
civilian and humanitarian character of refugee canps and settlenents were

al so discussed in July. The safety and security of staff was taken up again
at the Septenber neeting of the Standing Conmittee, follow ng the nurders of
UNHCR staff in Indonesia and Guinea. |n Septenber, the Standing Comittee
al so considered UNHCR s foll owup actions to recomendati ons of the Kosovo
eval uati on.

7. In accordance with Executive Comittee Wirki ng Met hods (A/ AC. 96/ 865,

par agraph 32(d)), the July neeting of the Standing Committee focused
particularly on questions of international protection. One and a half day
were devoted to consideration of the Note on International Protection

(A AC. 96/ 930), which focused on the operational aspects of internationa
protection. |In addition, issues relating to the interception of asylum
seekers and refugees as well as conplenentary fornms of protection were
reviewed. A conclusion reflecting the Standing Committee’s di scussion on
international protection is being submitted to the fifty-first session of the
Executive Committee for adoption.

8. At each neeting of the Standing Conmittee during the year, an ora
report was provided on coordination issues within the United Nations system
This included informati on on devel opments with regard to the Humanitarian
Segrment of the Econonic and Social Council, the Adm nistrative Committee on
Coordi nation, the Inter-Agency Standing Committee and the Executive Conmittee
on Humanitarian Affairs. |n addition, an update on UNHCR s pl anned
activities in relation to the Wrld Conference Agai nst Raci sm Raci al

Di scrim nati on, Xenophobia and Rel ated Intol erance as well as information on
UNHCR s annual nmeetings with the International Committee of the Red Cross and
the International Organization for Mgration was provided.

9. | ssues of managenent, finance, oversight and hunman resources were
reviewed in Septenber. They included a prelinminary review of financial and
budget ary docunentation being subnmitted to the fifty-first session of the
Executive Committee as well as reports subnitted on UNHCR s inspection and
eval uation activities.
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10. In line with Executive Comm ttee working methods (A/ AC. 96/ 806), the
Standi ng Comnittee undertook the selection of the annual thenme for the fifty-
first session of the Executive Committee during its two sessions in

February/ March and July, adopting the theme of “UNHCR@O0: fromresponse to
solutions”. In terns of Governance, the Standing Committee al so di scussed
ways of enhancing the plenary session of the Executive Committee and heard
oral updates on UNHCR s plans to comenorate its 50th anniversary.

Standi ng Commi ttee deci sions

11. In accordance with the authority vested in it by the Executive
Conmittee, the Standing Conmittee adopted a nunber of decisions on matters
included in its programme of work. The texts of these decisions are annexed
to the reports of the different Standing Conmittee neetings, as follows:

A/ AC. 96/ 929: Report of the Seventeenth Meeting of the Standing Conmittee
(29 February — 2 March 2000)

e« Decision on Programme and Fundi ng

e Decision on Medium Term Pl an

e Decision on Annual Progranme Budget

e Conclusion on A der Refugees

e« Conclusion on Minstreani ng Environnental Concerns in Refugee Operations

Al AC. 96/ 939: Report of the Eighteenth Meeting of the Standing Committee
(5 — 7 July 2000)

e Decision on Mbilizing Resources for a Unified Budget: The Pl edgi ng
Conf erence
e Q@iding Principles Applicable to the Resourcing of UNHCR s Unified Budget
e Decision on the Annual Thene of the Fifty-first Session of the Executive
Commi ttee

Pl enary deci sions: preparation of drafts by the Standing Conmnittee

12. On the basis of discussions undertaken in the course of the year, and in
accordance with the Executive Committee’ s working methods, the Standing
Conmittee initiated the preparation of draft decisions and conclusions for
submission to the fifty-first session of the Executive Conmittee. 1In a
series of informal consultations under the chairnmanship of the Rapporteur,

the follow ng draft decisions and concl usi ons have been di scussed;

e Conclusion on International Protection

e Conclusion on the CI'S Conference foll ow up

e Decision on Adm nistrative, Financial and Progranme matters

e Decision on Safety of Staff of UNHCR and ot her Humanitarian Personnel

e Decision on the Pledgi ng Conference

e Decision on Governnment Observer Participation on 2000-2001

e Decision on Non-CGovernnental Organization (N&) Cbserver Participation in the
work of the Executive Conmittee and its Standing Committee

e« Decision on UNHCR s 50t h anniversary and on Wrld Refugee Day

e Decision on Programme of Wrk of the Standing Conmittee in 2001

e Decision on the Provisional Agenda of the Fifty-second Session
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STANDI NG COWM TTEE DOCUMENTATI ON | SSUED DURI NG 2000
17th Meeting (29 February — 2 March)

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 1 Provi si onal Annot at ed Agenda
EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 2 Standi ng Committee Work Progranme for 2000

EC/ 49/ SC/ CRP. 3 Overall Progranmme and Funding in 1999 and Projections for
2000

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 4 UNHCR s Medi um Term Pl an 2002- 2005
EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 5 Revi ew of UNHCR s Budget Structure

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 5 Addendum — Draft Decision on the Annual Programre
Add. 1 Budget docunent

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 6 Enhancement of the Format of the Executive Committee
EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 7 Ref ugee Children and Adol escents: a Progress Report

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 8 A der Refugees: Looking Beyond the International Year
of O der Persons

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 9 Mai nstreani ng Environnental Concerns in Refugee Operations
EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 10 Statistics and Registration: a Progress Report
EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 11 Reintegration: a Progress Report

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 12  The Kosovo Refugee Crisis: an | ndependent Eval uation of
UNHCR s Emer gency Preparedness and Response

EC/ 50/ SC/ I NF. 1 St rengt heni ng UNHCR s Ener gency Preparedness and Response
Capacity

18th Meeting (5 -7 July)

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 13 Draft Report of the Seventeenth Meeting of the Standing
Committee
(29 February — 2 March 2000)

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 14  Mobili zing Resources for a Unified Budget: the Pl edging
Conf erence

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 15  Provi si onal Annot at ed Agenda
EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 16 Note on I nternational Protection

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 17 Interception of Asylum Seekers and Refugees: The
I nt ernati onal Framework and Reconmendations for a
Conpr ehensi ve Approach

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP. 18  Conpl enentary Forms of Protection: their Nature
and Rel ationship to the International Refugee Protection
Regi e



EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP.
EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 50/ SC/ | NF.

EC/ 50/ SC/ | NF.

EC/ 50/ SC/ | NF.

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 50/ SC/ CRP.

EC/ 50/ SC/ | NF.

EC/ 50/ SC/ | NF.
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Overall Programe and Fundi ng Projections for 2000
Soci al and Economic | nmpact of Massive Refugee Popul ations
on Host Devel oping Countries, as well as Qther Countries

Quiding Principles applicable to the Resourcing of UNHCR s
Uni fi ed Budget Proposed Budget Structure

UNHCR s Policy on Internally D splaced Persons
Safety and Security of Staff

The Security,
Canps and Settl enments:

Opt i ons”

Cvilian and Humani tarian Character of Refugee
Operationalizing the “Ladder of

19th neeting (27-28 Septenber)
Fol | ow-up on the Actions Taken to inplenent the
Recommendati ons of the Board of Auditors in its Report for
t he year ended 31 Decenber 1998

Draft Report of the Eighteenth Meeting of the Standing
Committee

(5 =7 July 2000)

Provi si onal Annot at ed Agenda

Updat e on Change Managenent

Fol | ow-up to Recommendati ons of Kosovo eval uation

UNHCR s Organi zati ona
Fr amewor k

Oversi ght and Perfornmance Review



