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The meeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RÏGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN ANY PART 
OF THE WORLD, WITH P'ARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRIES 
AND TERRITORIES, INCLUDING: 

(b) STUDY OF SITUATIONS WHICH APPEAR TO REVEAL A CONSISTENT PATTERN OF GROSS 
VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS AS PROVIDED IN COMMISSION RESOLUTION 8 (XXIII) 
AND ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 1235 (XLII) AND 1503 (XLVIII); 
REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ESTABLISHED BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS 
THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION (agenda item 12) 

1. The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the note by the Chairman of the Commission at 
i t s thirty-eighth session concerning the human rights situation in Guatemala 
(E/CN.4/1983/43), in which he reported on developments relating to the appointment 
of a Special Rapporteur for Guatemala. As was clear from the note, the Commission 
would not have before i t at i t s current session a report by a Special Rapporteur 
on the situation in Guatemala in connection with agenda item 12 (b). Bearing in 
mind the request made by various delegations that information received by the 
secretariat concerning the situation in Guatemala should be made available to the 
Commission, the Bureau had considered the matter and decided to propose the following 
draft decision for adoption by the Commission: 

"The Commission on Human Rights, 

Taking into account that in resolution 1982/3I the Commission decided to 
continue the examination on the situation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in Guatemala, and in view of the wish expressed that the Commission 
receive some information on developments in that situation since ths adoption 
of that resolution, requests the Secretary-General to prepare a brief note 
containing a l i s t i n g of the material received by the secretariat, together 
with an indication of i t s contents." 

2 . Mr. KOOIJMANS (Netherlands) said that his delegation f u l l y supported the draft 
decision proposed by the Bureau but wished to know why the Secretary-General would 
be requested to provide only a l i s t of the material received by the secretariat. 

3 . The CHAIRMAN said i t was his understanding that a huge volume of material had 
been received by the secretariat and that i t would be impossible in the time 
available to have i t translated and circulated to members. The. material would, 
however, be available for perusal by members on request. 

4 . If. there was no objection, he would take i t that the Commission wished to 
adopt the draft..decision recommended by the Bureau. 

5 . It was so decided. 

THE RIGHT OF- PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES UNDER 
COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda item 9) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1983/2 and Add.l, E/CN.4/1983/12 and 15; ST/HR/SER.A/I4) 

6. Mr. KONSTANTINOV (Bulgaria) said i t was disturbing that certain representatives 
who had kept resolutely silent about the notorious deads of a brutal occupation 
regime in the Middle East and the genocide of the Palestinian people were making 
unfounded accusations against two sovereign States, the Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan and the People's Republic of Kampuchea. 
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7. The representative of the Bemocratic Republic of Afghanistan had on many 
occasions described i n d e t a i l the r e a l s i t u a t i o n i n that country and the immense 
efforts of the Government to promote progress, prosperity and s o c i a l j u s t i c e i n 
the face of enormous d i f f i c u l t i e s . The insinuations v.'hich had been made could be 
yiev.'ed only as a cover for the undeclared but r e a l v;ar being waged against-
Afghanistan and i t s people by i m p e r i a l i s t and other reactionary forces, which 
would prefer- to see the feudal-^ status cuo preserved i n that country and' would do 
evoryt?ning possible to prevent the Afghan people from exercising their r i g h t c f 
self-determination. 

8 . In 'bhe opinion of his delegation, discassion of -fche so-called Afghan question 
constituted inadmissible .interference i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of Afghanistan and was 
oon'trary to the fundamen'bal p r i n c i p l e s of contemporary international law. Acts 
of terrorism and sabotage by reactionary forces based i n countries bordering 
Afghanistan and instigated by. many V/e s tern S'tates were d e s t a b i l i z i n g the l i f e o f the 
country. The assistance reridered by the Soviet Union at the request oftthe Afghan-
Government was i n accordance with the Soviet-Afghan treaty of friendship and i n 
Gonformity with-the Charter of the United .Nations, In that connection^fhis delegation 
considered that the proposals made by the C43vemx>ient of Afghanistan provided a sô ond 
and r e a l i s t i c ' basis for a p o l i t i c a l solution to the problems of the region, 

9« Turning to the so-called "question of Kampuchea", his delegation categorically 
rejected attempts to use 'the Commission .for the purpose of i n t e r f e r i n g i n the 
internal a f f a i r s of Kampuchea, whose people had overthrovm 'thè-bloody regime of 
Pol Pot i n 1979. The tendentious nature of the debate was best i l l u s t r a t e d 
by the absence from the Commission of the legitimate representatives ^ f the 
Kampuchean people, a fact which rendered n u l l and void any decision of the Commission 
on Kampuchea. Having f a i l e d to achieve t h e i r aggressive purposes i n South-East Asia 
by arms, the i m p e r i a l i s t , hegemonist and ether reactionary forces were attempt.ing 
to set up other obstacles to peaceful and demacratio development and to the f u l l 
restoration of human rights and fundam6.ntal freedoms i n Kamjouchea. Tlrie introduction 
into -the Commission of dis'torted and false information about 'the r e a l s i t u a t i o n i n 
Kampuchea v;ould not con-tribute towards finding a solution, and-the objective of 
those who ,dissem.iriated such info.rm.ation was to sow confusion i n the Commission and 
mislead public opinion. 

10, Hr. ZORIN (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) said that the bloody crimes 
being Gommi'tted by I s r a e l and South Aîvlcà with the assistance, support and 
encouragement of aggressi\'e im.perialiñt f o r c e s , prim.arily the United States, had been 
strongly condemi-ied at the Comjnission ' з current s e s E l o i i , and the desire to prom.ote 
i n every possible way ihe speedy restoration of the rights of oppressed peoples, 
including, the-right to seli-determ.ination and independence, had been expressed. The 
voices of those who had attempted to mieuse -fche Commission for the discussion of 
non-existent problems and for making .insinuations against otlier States and peoples 
had sounded very discordant against that background. The i n i t i a t o r s of those 
m.anoeuvres were-attempting to d i s t r a c t the Commission from the true problems raised 
by..colonialism and racism, acts o f aggression and imperial d i k t a t s , '.Attempts to drag 
5.П "Afghan" and "Kampuchean" problems, which h.ád been .invented by the Imperialists 
and their accomplices, were nothing m.ore than gross intervention i n the internal 
a f f a i r s of the Bemocratic Republic of Afghanistan and the People's Republic of 
Kampuchea and constituted a v i o l a t i o n ' c f the eleme.rtarj'- norms of intern.ational.. law 
and the Charter, 
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11, Those who had i n i t i a t e d t h a t r e p r e h e n s i b l e i n t r i g u e and those who had followed 
t h e i r example were d i s t o r t i n g what was happening i n Afghanistan and Kampuchea, They 
had simply not been pleased t h a t , having l i b e r a t e d i t s e l f through a r e v o l u t i o n i n 
A p r i l 1978> the Afghan people had decided to end once and f o r a l l i t s age-old 
backvrardness and oppression, to r e a f f i r m democratic t r u t h and freedoms, and to 
guarantee s o c i a l and n a t i o n a l e q u a l i t y f o r a l l . I n i t i a l l y , the Afghan r e v o l u t i o n 
had been able to defend . i t s e l f a g a i n s t h o s t i l e f o r c e s . But when i m p e r i a l i s m and 
r e a c t i o n i s m had launched a l a r g e - s c a l e i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the Democratic Republic o f 
Afghanistan, when armed bands had been set loose throughout i t s t e r r i t o r y and the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y gains o f the people d i r e c t l y threatened, the Government had appealed 
to the So v i e t Union f o r a s s i s t a n c e and the S o v i e t Union had f u l f i l l e d i t s duty and 
i t s o b l i g a t i o n s , 

12, I t was not the S o v i e t Union but the i m p e r i a l i s t Powers, p r i m a r i l y the 
United S t a t e s , that were d i r e c t l y r e s p o n s i b l e for" the c o n f l i c t i n that r e g i o n : i t 
was they who were r e c r u i t i n g groups o f ba n d i t s , i n s t r u c t i n g them, p r o v i d i n g them 
wi t h modem weapons, and sending d i v e r s i o n a r y and t e r r o r i s t groups i n t o Afghan 
t e r r i t o r y . By a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l norms, such a c t i o n s could o n l y be termed aggression. 
The United States had already a l l o c a t e d around 290 m i l l i o n , not i n c l u d i n g 
expenditure on "s e c r e t o p e r a t i o n s " , f o r the equipment and t r a i n i n g o f t e r r o r i s t s sent 
i n t o Afghanistan from P a k i s t a n , A t United States i n s i s t e n c e , i t s NATO a l l i e s had 
followed s u i t ; thus, the u n i t e d Kingdom's c o n t r i b u t i o n to the f i n a n c i n g o f 
operations by the bandits amounted to £17.5 m i l l i o n , 

15. The United States d i d not conceal the f a c t t h a t one of the main purposes o f i t s 
undeclared war against Afghanistan was the conversion o f that country, which 
bordered the S o v i e t Union, i n t o a s t r a t e g i c base. Aggression against Afghanistan 
was merely one aspect o f the o v e r - a l l p l a n to d e s t a b i l i s e the r e g i o n , from 
southern A s i a to the P e r s i a n G u l f . A s p e c i a l r o l e was gi v e n to P a k i s t a n , to which 
the United States c o n t r i b u t e d hundreds o f m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s i n cash and weapons. 
I t would be e a s i e r f o r the i m p e r i a l i s t c i r c l e s o f the United States' to achieve 
t h e i r e x pansionist goals i f they could t u r n Afghanistan away from the path o f 
progr e s s i v e development and 'make i t a S t a t e , s i m i l a r to I r a n under the Shah, where 
the power, o f a despotic regime vias based on the United States m i l i t a r y machine. I t 
was p r e c i s e l y f o r that reason t h a t Washington was r e l y i n g on t e r r o r i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
o p e r a t i n g out of P a k i s t a n , as demonstrated by the welcome r e c e n t l y extended by the 
United States P r e s i d e n t to the c h i e f s o f the anti-Afghan t e r r o r i s t bands. 

14. The United States and c e r t a i n other c o u n t r i e s which professed to be concerned 
about a p o l i t i c a l settlement o f the s i t u a t i o n i n A f ghanistan had an oppo r t u n i t y 
to denfonstrate t h e i r i n t e r e s t through deeds, as w e l l as words. The Government o f the 
Democratic Republic o f Afghanistan had f r e q u e n t l y expressed i t s readiness to reach 
a p o l i t i c a l settlement which would ensure the complete c e s s a t i o n o f the co n t i n u i n g 
armed i n t e r v e n t i o n against A f g h a n i s t a n , I t had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n one round o f 
ne g o t i a t i o n s and was prepared to embark on a second. Thus, those who p e r s i s t e d i n 
attempts to i n t e r f e r e i n .the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of Afghanistan, through the Commission 
o r by other means, 'were o n l y making i t more d i f f i c u l t to reach a p o l i t i c a l . 
settlement. 
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15. The representatives of the united States, China and several other countries 
had referred to the "Kampuchean problem" for the purpose of d i s t r a c t i n g v/orld 
attention from the avrful ha.rm \/hich t h e i r ovm actions had i n f l i c t e d on the 
people of Kampuchea and creating yet another hotbed of tension i n South-East Asia. 
The massive bombings of neutral Cambodia by the United States and i t s establishment 
of the puppet regime of Lon iTol vrould never be forgotten. Those bombings and the 
ma,ssive repression of the pro-American regime haxd Is.sted f o r f i v e years and caused 
the death of some 800 ,000 Kampuchoans. The Pol Pot clique, vmich had been nurtured, 
and imposed by B e i j i n g and had established a genocidal regime, ha.d caused the 
deaths of an additional 3 m i l l i o n people, nearly h a l f the country's population. 

16. As a result cf the a.nti-Kaimpuchean auctions of the United States and China., 
the country had been devasta.ted and i t s development set ba,ck raany decades. In his 
ramblings a.bout some sort of threat .from Viet iTam, the Chinese representative had 
a.ppa.rently forgotten that i n 197S i t v/o.s China that had carried out a massive 
armed invasion of Viet Nam., and not vice versa,. He ha.d forgotten, but the peoples 
of the vrorld rem.smbered, that г.ст, of a.ggression by China., vhich had ended i n 
f a i l u r e the.nics to the courage a.nd herois.m of the Vietnamese people. Having ousted 
the Pol Pot butchers, the Ksunpuchean people could at l a s t brea.the f r e e l y . V/itli the 
fraternal assistance of Viet Nam and ether s o c i a l i s t counti-ies, the.y had made 
great strides i n rebuilding t h e i r via.r-torn country. The People's Republic of Kampuchea 
T/as f i r m l y on the road, to independent de-velopment, and.no one could turn i t back. 
Attempts to re-im.pose the Pol Pot clique, even i n the guise 0 1 a " c o a l i t i o n 
government", v/ere doomed to f a i l u r e . 

17. In the interests of relaxation of tension i n South-East Asia, i t v/as essentia,! 
to desist from fa.brica.tions a.bout a. "Kampuchean problem.", to allov/ the people of 
Kampuchea to decide i t s ov/n fate and to ba,nish from Urhted Na,tions bodies the agents 
of the deposedi. clique, the 303,t belonging to Kam.puch•--:£(. must by ri-ghts be occupied 
only by a representative of the Government of the People's Republic of Kampuchea. 

18. Mr. G-REKOV (Observer for the Byelorussian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) said that 
the Commission should concentrate i t s ef.forts on adopting nev/ and effective 
measures to prom.ote the independence of colonia,! peoples, a.s called for i n the 
i 9 6 0 Declarat.ion on the Granting cf Independence to Colonia.! Comitrios and Peoples 
and i n the ple.n of a.ction for the im.plementation of the Declaration adopted by the 
General Assembly i n resolution 35/118. The I96O Declaration ws.s a h i s t o r i c 
docujnent v/hich took note of the c r i s i s i n the im.perialist system and recognised 
thaut the libera.tion ^process v.ras i r r e v e r s i b l e . V/ithin the span of a. single 
genera.tion, the coloria . 1 empires ha.d collapsed, -and tv/o out of every three Members ' 
of the United. Nations v/ere nov/ former colonies or dependent t e r r i t o r i e s . 

19. Independence ha.d not been conceded v/il!ingly by the colonia.l Pov/ers; rather, 
the colonial peoples had had to smash the chadns of colonial slavery. The triumph 
01 t h e i r just ca.use ha.d been assisted by the unswerving solida.rity and suppoi-t of 
the ûta.tes of the s o c i a l i s t commuriity, Des.pite the advances of netionsi,! libera.tion 
movements everyv-zhere, the right of self-deterrrination v,ra.s s t i l l not enjoyed i n 
southern A f r i c a , Palestine and various i s l a n d t e r r i t c r i e s i n the P a c i f i c , A t l a n t i c 
a.nd Indian 0cea.ns and. i n the Caribbean. Although each situation ha.d i t s ov.n 
specific features, they v/ere e l l charaterized by the fact that peoples v/ere denied 
the right to determine t h e i r ovm destinies. The colonia.l s!ave-raa.sters did 

http://and.no
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everything i n t h e i r power to perpetuate the subservient position of colonial 
peoples through a strategy of "divide and rule". A prime example of that was the. 
misanthropic concept of separate development or a^axtheid i n South A f r i c a . Slack 
Africans were being f o r c i b l y r esettled i n bantustans, int e r n a l colonies of the 
ra c i s t regimie, and efforts were even being made to turn iïa.îaibia into a. bantustan. 
The heroic struggle of the Namibian people would have succeeded long ago had i t 
not been for the support and ¡Túlitary assistance given to the raicists by the 
United States and international monopolies. The interna.tional community was 
r i g h t l y concerned about the broad ¡rilitary a.ssistance which the i l l e g a l minority 
regime i n Pi>etoria. received fron the NATO countries. South A f r i c a wa.s also 
endeavouring to crush opposition to ilp3¿:itli¿iil by carrying out acts of aggression 
against neighbouring Sta.tes. The Zionist regim.e of Israel operated i n a simi l a r 
manner i n seeking to prevent assistance to the Palestinian people. 

20. The Commission should focus i t s attention on the fact tha.t the United Sta,tes 
adimLnistration had f a i l e d to apply the I96O Declaraiion to many sm^all i s l a n d 
t e r r i t o r i e s under i t s control-. The Trust Territory of lucronesia, for exam.ple, 
Vihich had, for a l l pra-ctical pui-poses, been annexed by the United States i n l y ^ O , 
had been a r b i t r a r i l y / divided into four semi-colonial administrative u n i t s , which 
the United States Government claimed ha.d chosen free association v/ith thcit country. 
Washington, hovrever, maintaine'8. t o t a l control over the te?aritory a.tid trampled under
foot the rights of the people to self-determination э,па independence. The 
United States m.aintained Puerto Rico i n a simila.r position a.nd used i t , as i t f i i d 
other i s l a n d t e r r i t o r i e s , as a naval and a i r base a.ixi a.s a testing-ground f o r 
nuclear vreapons. 

21. The survival of colonia.l encla.ves i n the vrorld wa.s not an a.ccident but ra.ther 
the result of a, premediated aliia.nce of reactionary forces, v/hich were carrying on a 
rearguard action a-gainst l i b e r a t i o n movements and seeking to hanper the progress 
of peoples. Pretoria's actions a.gáinst freedom fighters would be im.possible v/ithout 
assistance from the united States. At a tim.e v/hen South A f r i c a v/as perpetrating 
atta.cks on neighbouring Angola., the United Sta.tes Senate was considering the 
repeal of the I976 ba.n on a.ssistance to Angolan separatists. The c o l o n i a l i s t s v/ere 
seeking to divert attention from t h e i r ov.r, indefensible actions by casting aspersions 
on the sovereign non-aligned States of Afgha-nistan and Kainpuchea... His delegation 
hoped that the Comriission v/ould at i t s current session malee a positive contribution 
tovia.rds eliminating the remaining vestiges of coloniclism a.nd promoting the 
libera,tion of a l l peoples from, enslavement, ra.cism a.nd apartheid. 

22. Ife.. j j g g i E I toll;QNG (Observer for Viet Nam) said that the process of national 
l i b e r a t i o n a,nd the a.chievement by peoples of th e i r l i g h t of self-determination were 
above a l l the result of the heroic struggle v.'aged by those peoples v/ith the support 
of a l l peace-loving forces, p a r t i c u l a r l y the s o c i a l i s t and non-aligned countries. 
Confronted v/ith peoples' grov/ing a.v/â reness of t h e i r rights a.nd strength and una.ble 
to resign i t s e l f to the loss of i t s strategic ¿vad économe advantages, im.perialism 
now claimed the r i g h t to declare certain .regions to be i n i t s v i t a l i n t e r e s t , sent 
i n ra.pid deployment forces, increased i t s m i l i t a r y build-up, and even engaged i n 
milita.ry manoeuvres as a. шеа.пз of intimidation. Imperia.lism advocated such 
irresponsible a.nd da.ngerous theories as those of " l i i i i f c e d nuclear v/a.r" a.nd "creeping 
nuclear wa.r", preparing i t s e l f and i t s c l i e n t States for the use of t a c t i c a l nuclear 
weapons i n so - c a l l e d l o c a l v/airs. I t was no a.cGÍdent that i t s stra.tegic a l l i e s , 
I s r a e l a,nd South A f r i c a , had acçLuired nuclea..r vreapons v i t h i t s assistance. 
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25. I t was U n i t e d States i m p e r i a l i s m that supported I s r a e l i n i t s d e n i a l of the 
r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the P a l e s t i n i a n people and, i n southern A f r i c a , the 
same i m p e r i a l i s m siipported the P r e t o r i a regime i n i t s v i o l a t i o n s of the Namibian • 
people's r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the sovereignty of the f r o n t - l i n e S t a t e s . 
I n C e n t r a l America, t h a t i m p e r i a l i s m continued to t h r e a t e n the independence and 
.security of Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada and to prevent the people of E l Salvador 
from determining t h e i r ovm d e s t i n y . I t refused s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o the peoples 
of Puerto, Rico., Biego G a r c i a , M i c r o n e s i a and other P a c i f i c t e r r i t o r i e s and had 
supported c o l o n i a l i s m i n i t s s t r u g g l e against Argentina i n the Malvinas ( P a l k l a n d s ) . 
I n A s i a , i t continued t o oppose the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and peaceful 
r e u n i f i c a t i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. 

24. Paced vrith such a s i t u a t i o n , a l l those who advocated the r i g h t of peoples t o 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n must s t r o n g l y oppose the p o l i c i e s of i m p e r i a l i s m and i t s a l l i e s . 
The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must take more e f f e c t i v e steps t o support the s t r u g g l e s 
of the peoples concerned t o enjoy that fundamental r i g h t . Y i e t Nam f o r i t s part 
had always given i i n f l i n c h i n g support t o the s t r u g g l e of those peoples t o decide 
t h e i r ovm f u t u r e . I t a l s o supported the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e i m i n a t i o n of the Sahrawi 
people and the people of East Timor. At the same time, i t s t r o n g l y opposed any 
attempt by i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s t o i n t e r f e r e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of 
independent sovereign States on the p r e t e x t of p r o t e c t i n g t h e i r r i g h t of s e l f -
determination. . 

25. The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan vras an independent sovereign S t a t e , and 
yet the undeclared v/ar b e i n g v/aged from bases i n P a k i s t a n by bandits armed by 
Washington and B e i j i n g was b e i n g presented as a n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e against 
Soviet i n v a s i o n and occupation. V i e t Nam supported Afghanistan i n i t s response t o 
that undeclared v/ar and i n i t s e f f o r t s t o f i n d a comprehensive p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n 
t o the problem. 

26. V/ith regard t o the s i t u a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n Kampuchea, i n p a r t i c u l a r , the 
r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , he vdshed t o r e i t e r a t e that even outside observers had 
confirmed that the Kampuchean people now enjoyed a l l t h e i r c i t i z e n s ' r i g h t s . I n 
contrast t o the a p p a l l i n g human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s committed between 1975 and 1978 
under the genocidal P o l Pot regime, Kampuchea's c i t i z e n s now enjoyed a l l democratic 
freedoms. Pollov/ing the general e l e c t i o n s h e l d i n May 1981, a. C o n s t i t u t i o n had 
been adopted v/hich guaranteed a l l human r i g h t s and democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s had been 
set up at a l l l e v e l s . The Phnom Penh Government had r e c e n t l y announced a p o l i c y 
of union and n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n based on respect f o r the C o n s t i t u t i o n and i n 
the past year over 500,000 Kampuchean x-efugees had returned to Kampuchea from 
Th a i l a n d . A f u r t h e r 1,500 had l e f t , the ranks of P o l Pot and r e j o i n e d the n a t i o n a l 
community v/ith f u l l r i g h t s . 

27. Kampuchea's r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n remained the t a r g e t o f constant t h r e a t s , 
however. Along the whole l e n g t h of the border w i t h T h a i l a n d , armed bands of 
P o l Pot and other r e a c t i o n a r i e s eauipped and sent by B e i j i n g v/ere seeking t o 
overthrow Kampuchea's l e g a l regime. The B e i j i n g Government, v/ith the c o m p l i c i t y of 
Washington and r e a c t i o n a r y c i r c l e s i n the r e g i o n , was waging a v/ar on the 
three c o u n t r i e s of Indo-China which comprised an economic blockade, p o l i t i c a l 
pressure and p s y c h o l o g i c a l warfare; China's c l e a r aim was t o r e s t o r e the genocidal 
regime i n Kampuchea so t h a t i t might гезтдте'its expansion towa,rds the south. Much 
had been ma,de r e c e n t l y o f the s o - c a l l e d c o a l i t i o n of the three Kampuchean r e s i s t a n c e 
f a c t i o n s . That c o a l i t i o n v/as i n f a c t merely a. smokescreen f o r the r e t u r n of the 
P o l Pot regime and was governed s o l e l y by China's f o r e i g n p o l i c y i n t e r e s t s . As l o n g 
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as the Chinese- t h r e a t continued, Vietnamese troops could not he expected to withdraw 
completely from Kampuchea. Indeed, according t o Le Monde Diplomatique.of 
10 Novemher 1982, the Kampuchean p o p u l a t i o n viewed the presence of the Vietnamese 
army as a safeguard against the r e t u r n of the Khmer Rouge aiad hoped that they 
would not leave x m t i l there v/as no l o n g e r any t h r e a t of such a r e t u r n . S o l i d a r i t y 
among peoples i n the s t r u g g l e against f o r e i g n c o e r c i o n v/as i n c o n f o i m i t y v/ith the 
s p i r i t of the Charter and a r i g h t recognized Ъу the D e c l a r a t i o n on P r i n c i p l e s 
o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' Lav/ concerning F r i e n d l y R e l a t i o n s and Co-operation among S t a t e s . 

28, V i e t Nam and Kampuchea had f r e q u e n t l y s t a t e d that Vietnamese troops v/ould be 
v/ithdra\^fn completely once the Chinese t h r e a t had disappeared, and the tv/o c o u n t r i e s 
had made many proposals f o r a r e t u r n t o peace and s e c u r i t y along Kampuchea's borders. 
China had r e j e c t e d a l l those proposals, hov/ever, and demanded t o t a l Vietnamese 
withdrawal as a p r e c o n d i t i o n f o r any t a l k s . Informed c i r c l e s were r i g h t t o b e l i e v e 
t h a t the B e i j i n g a u t h o r i t i e s were i n f a c t t r y i n g t o prevent any p o s s i b i l i t y of 
Vietnamese withdrawal i n order t o perpetuate the t e n s i o n betv/een the ASEAN cou n t r i e s 
and Indo-China t o China's advantage. Despite the h o s t i l e p o l i c i e s of the Chinese 
Government, hov/ever, the Vietnamese people r e t a i n e d t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l f r i e n d s h i p 
f o r the Chinese people and continued to hope f o r a peaceful settlement of t h e i r 
d i f f e r e n c e s . Indeed,while China continued to occupy p a r t s of Vietnamese t e r r i t o r y , 
V i e t Nam had d e c l a r e d i t s u n c o n d i t i o n a l readiness to enter i n t o n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h 
China v/ith a view to n o r m a l i z i n g r e l a t i o n s betv/een the two c o u n t r i e s . 

29, V/ith regard t o the ASEAN c o u n t r i e s , the c o u n t r i e s of Indo-China had proposed 
the establishment of b u f f e r zones, f r e e of Vietnamese tr o o p s , P o l Pot bands and 
r e a c t i o n a r y Khmers, along the Kampuchean-Thai border. The Vietnamese M i n i s t e r f o r 
F o r e i g n A f f a i r s had r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d a l l f i v e ASEAN cou n t r i e s and r e i t e r a t e d 
V i e t Nam's readiness t o vdthdraw some of i t s troops from Kampuchea should the 
T h a i Government respond favourably to those proposals, 

30, Those who s i n c e r e l y cared f o r the r i g h t of the Kampuchean people t o s e l f -
determination shotild a s s i s t the dialogue t h a t had a l r e a d y begun or at l e a s t do 
n o t h i n g .to impede i t or aggravate the t e n s i o n . The r e b i r t h of the Kampuchean people 
was a f a c t and any attempt to reimpose the genocidal P o l Pot regime was doomed to 
f a i l u r e . 

31, Mr. Hayes ( I r e l a n d ) took the C h a i r , 

32, Mr.' BIRIDO (observer f o r the Sudan) s a i d t h a t , w h i l e t h e item before the 
Commission v/as not a new one, what v/as nev/ was I s r a e l ' s l a t e s t crimes against human 
r i g h t s i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e , and the massive 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s p e r p e t r a t e d by the r a c i s t regime i n South A f r i c a . Just as, 
not l o n g ago. South A f r i c a had been g u i l t y of aggression against the peoples of the 
f r o n t - l i n e S t a t e s , now I s r a e l had committed aggression against the occupied Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s and Lebanon. The s i t u a t i o n i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
P a l e s t i n e , was d e t e r i o r a t i n g r a p i d l y , making the I-Iiddle East one of the most 
ex p l o s i v e areas i n the vrorld. I s r a e l i v i o l a t i o n s of the human r i ^ t s o f the Arab 
populations of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s had i n c r e a s e d and through m i l i t a r y occupation 
the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s were going ahead w i t h t h e i r plans t o annex n e i ^ b o u r i n g 
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s by f o r c e and deny the I s l a m i c and C h r i s t i a n h e r i t a g e of those 
t e r r i t o r i e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r Jerusalem,- by e s t a b l i s h i n g new settlements and d e s t r o y i n g 
I s l a m i c and C h r i s t i a n h o l y p l a c e s , I s r a e l v/as seeking t o destroy the c u l t i o r a l 
i d e n t i t y and c i v i l i z a t i o n o f the r e a l owners of the Arab t e r r i t o r i e s and t&-subject 
the A r a b - i n h a b i t a n t s t o I s r a e l i law. To t h a t end i t v/as c l o s i n g Arab educational 
establishments, t a k i n g d i s c i p l i n a r y measures against t e a c h i n g s t a f f and f i r i n g 
at Arab student demonstrators. 
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33. To f u r t h e r i t s expginsionist ends, I s r a e l had annexed Jerusalem and proclaimed i t 
the c a p i t a l o f I s r a e l i n the face o f u n i v e r s a l condemnation. I t had occupied the 
West Bank.and ,established settlements there, arming Jevrish s e t t l e r s to the tee t h so 
that they might wage a vrar of extermination and t e r r o r i s m against the Arab pop u l a t i o n . 
I t had annexed the Golan Heights and used the t e r r i t o r y o f two independent.Arab States 
i n order to bomb Iraq's n u c l e a r power p l a n t . I t now occupied Lebanon a f t e r an 
in v a s i o n t h a t had cost the l i v e s o f thousands of c i v i l i a n s i n West B e i r u t alone, 
which i t had blockaded f o r two months. In i t s war against Lebanon, I s r a e l had used 
a l l manner of weapons p r o h i b i t e d by i n t e r n a t i o n a l law i n i t s d e s i r e to a n n i h i l a t e ' 
:.the P a l e s t i n i a n people. I t had a l s o seized Arab lands, e x p e l l e d P a l e s t i n i a n refugees 
from t h e i r camps i n southern Lebanon and massacred thousands o f P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the . 
camps at Sabra and C h a t i l a , to the,horror o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n and many • • 
of i t s own c i t i z e n s . When no one had been able to curb I s r a e l ' s expansionism, i t had 
continued i t s acts of t e r r o r i s m and .pursued i t s settlements p o l i c y i n the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s , d e s p i t e condemnation by i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n , i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and even i t s own a l l i e s . ' • 

34. The Commission had before, i t ample documentary evidence o f I s r a e l i v i o l a t i o n s 
of: the r i g h t s , o f the peoples of : the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e , His 
de l e g a t i o n e s p e c i a l l y appreciated the e f f o r t s made by the Centre f o r Human Rights i n 
or g a n i z i n g the Seminar on v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n the P a l e s t i n i a n and other 
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s occupied by I s r a e l , held at Geneva from 29 Hovember to 3 December 1982, 
and f u l l y endorsed the conclusions and recommendations o f the Seminar as contained-
^,in chapter ,1V of document ST/HR/SER.A/14. I t a l s o supported,the pixjposal by a member 
of the Commission t h a t a study should be made of Z i o n i s t aggression, e s p e c i a l l y against 
the P a l e s t i n i a n s . Such a.study would confirm the r a c i s t and c o l o n i a l nature of the-
Z i o n i s t movement. 

35• The recent Arab Summit Conference held a t Fez had shown that the Arab c o u n t r i e s 
genuinely d e s i r e d a j u s t peace i n the .Middle East that vrould guarantee the s e c u r i t y o f 
a l l , c o u n t r i e s i n the r e g i o n and a l s o the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n people, 
i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and to e s t a b l i s h t h e i r own State imder 
the l e a d e r s h i p of t h e i r s o l e l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , the PLO. ; Those cou n t r i e s 
which supported I s r a e l must c a l l on i t to withdraw from a l l . the occupied Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s and to dismantle i t s settlements i n order to pave thé way f o r s t a b i l i t y 
and s e c u r i t y i n the re g i o n and f o r the enjoyment by the popul a t i o n of the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s o f a l l t h e i r human r i g h t s . 

36. I4r. KHERAD (Observer f o r Afghanistan) s a i d that the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f -
determination was without doubt one of the fundamental p r i n c i p l e s of contemporary 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and had been recognized by many as a p r i n c i p l e of jus cogens. I t was 
enshrined i n the Charter, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights and, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting of Independence to C o l o n i a l Countries,and 
Peoples which,had prov.ided the b a s i s f o r numerous United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s and an • 
incentive, f o r countless; n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s . Since the D e c l a r a t i o n ' s adoption, 
dramatic changes had taken place i n the v i o r l d . The accession of c o l o n i a l c o u n t r i e s 
and peoples to ind.ependence as a r e s u l t o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s had 
completely a l t e r e d the i n t e r n a t i o n a l scene. The d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f the c o l o n i a l system 
of i m p e r i a l i s m was, however, being met v/ith dogged r e s i s t a n c e on the p a r t o f 
i m p e r i a l i s t and other r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s which vrould not r e l i n q u i s h c o n t r o l vrithout a 
struggle and were usi n g a l l p o s s i b l e means to impede the process o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . 
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Thus i t was that vestiages of c o l o n i a l i s m remained. Protected by i m p e r i a l i s m , the 
Z i o n i s t e n t i t y continued to deny the P a l e s t i n i a n people t h e i r i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s , 
and to occupy Arab t e r r i t o r i e s i l l e g a l l y ; i t was a l s o g u i l t y of aggression against 
other peoples o f the r e g i o n . In South A f r i c a , the P r e t o r i a regime, w i t h the support 
of the НАТО c o u n t r i e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r the P n i t e d S t a t e s , continued to deny the 
South A f r i c a n and Namibian peoples t h e i r r i g h t s . Other v e s t i g e s o f c o l o n i a l i s m 
remained i n the Caribbean, and i n the P a c i f i c , A t l a n t i c aind Indian oceans, 
u n i t e d States i n t e r v e n t i o n i n C e n t r a l America and i t s i n t r i g u e s a g a i n s t the 
People's Kepublic o f Kampuchea a l s o v i o l a t e d the r i g h t o f peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
I t was t h e r e f o r e abundantly c l e a r that the enemies of n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n could not 
r e s i g n themselves to the c o l l a p s e of t h e i r empires and were seeking to perpetuate 
t h e i r domination and t h e i r d i r e c t o r i n d i r e c t e x p l o i t a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l l y , 
s t r a t e g i c a l l y and economically important regions. 

37. In h i s own country, the A p r i l r e v o l u t i o n had brought about profound changes 
which had,, of course, a t t r a c t e d h o s t i l i t y from i m p e r i a l i s t and r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s . 
Since the very f i r s t days of the r e v o l u t i o n , the United States and i t s accomplices, 
concerned f o r t h e i r i n t e r e s t s i n Afghanistan and d e f y i n g a l l r u l e s of law and m o r a l i t y , 
had launched an undeclared war against h i s coimtr;.'' aimed a t undermining the 
r e v o l u t i o n and preventing the p o p u l a t i o n from reaping i t s b e n e f i t s . Thus, the 
aggression a g a i n s t Afghanistan had not been spontaneous or a matter of ch nee but had 
been planned and launched s h o r t l y a f t e r the ,revolution. Between 1978 and 
June 1979> 10 m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g centres f o r c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y and mercenary troops 
had begun to operate i n f r o n t i e r areas of P a k i s t a n . Thanks to the tremendous 
f i n a n c i a l and m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e provided by the United S t a t e s , China and other 
r e a c t i o n a r y c i r c l e s , the aggression against Afghanistan had. reached such a l e v e l t h a t 
i t s Government had been forced to c a l l on the Soviet Union to help defend i t s 
t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y , independence and sovereignty. A f t e r the v i c t o r i o u s : u p r i s i n g 
of 6 December, i m p e r i a l i s t s and r e a c t i o n a r i e s had l o s t a l l hope of r e s t o r i n g the 
former r e a c t i o n a r y and oppressive regime, and c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a i n i n g centres 
had sprung up a l l over P a k i s t a n . C o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s and mercenaries continued 
to make i n c u r s i o n s from P a k i s t a n i n order to create a climate of t e r r o r i n Afghanistan, 
b r u t a l l y murdering the p o p u l a t i o n i n an attempt to undermine the r e v o l u t i o n and c a r r y 
out t h e i r masters' s i n i s t e r designs. 

38. I t was the o f f i c i a l p o l i c y o f the United States and i t s accomplices to i n t e r f e r e 
i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f Afghanistan. In a d d i t i o n to the covert and overt a c t i o n 
taken by the previous A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , the Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n had r e c e n t l y decided 
to supply arms to the c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , i n f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n o f the Charter 
and the r u l e s ' o f contemporary i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. He wished, however, to inform a l l 
those who s t i l l cherished the i l l u s i o n o f r e v e r s i n g the t i d e o f h i s t o r y i n Afghanistan 
that h i s country was f i r m i n i t s r e s o l v e to set up an independent, democratic and j u s t 
system. The economic and s o c i a l changes already introduced i n /.fghanistan responded 
to the a s p i r a t i o n s of the Afghan people.for a b e t t e r l i f e and the strengthening of the 
n a t i o n a l p a t r i o t i c f r o n t showed that that people was determined to achieve the 
o b j e c t i v e s o f the A p r i l r e v o l u t i o n . Every day an i n c r e a s i n g number of Afghans came 
to r e a l i z e the true nature of t h e i r enemies and joined the ranks of the a c t i v e 
defenders of the r e v o l u t i o n . 
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39' The counter-revolutionary terrorism against Afghanistan would of course have 
ceased long before were it.not financed and supported from outside. Such interference 
was the main cause of the ins t a b i l i t y and conflict in the region, conflict which could 
and must be resolved by peaceful means and negotiation. The peace ini t i a t i v e s and 
constructive proposals by Afghanistan w_ere flexible and sufficiently r e a l i s t i c to 
provide a basis for a comprehensive settlement of the situation and for normalization 
of Afghanistan's relations with neighbouring countries. The Geneva talks undertaken 
to that end through the good offices of the personal representative of the 
Secretary-General showed that goodwill and understanding alone were needed in order 
to resolve outstanding differences. His country was prepared to go halfway towards 
resolving those differences and assured the Secretary-General and his personal 
representative of i t s f u l l co-operation. 

40. Afghanistan sought to maintain friendly relations with a l l countries, in 
páí^ticular i t s neighbours. It condemned a l l attempts to preserve the system of 
colonial and neo-colonial oppression and supported the struggle'of peoples for 
self-determination the world over. It was convinced that the elimination of 
colonialism and the tide of liberation were irreversible. In order to speed up the 
process, however, effective measures must be taken to safeguard the exercise of the 
right of peoples to self-determination and national and social liberation, and to put 
an end to colonial and neo-colonial oppression, racism and apartheid. 

41. Mr. TE SUN HOA (Observer for Democratic Kampuchea) said that his delegation was 
grateful to the Commission for having adopted by a large majority, at three 
consecutive sessions, resolutions aimed at an equitable solution to the problems of 
Kampuchea based on the complete and immediate withdrawal of a l l foreign forces from 
his country, recognition of the Kampuchean people's right to sovereignty and 
self-determination, and the holding of elections under United Nations supervision. 
Democratic Kampuchea, as i t s President had noted when addressing the General Assembly 
at the thirty-seventh session, could have rejected the reference to United Nations 
supervision, but i t s willingness to accept the proposal showed i t s respect for the 
international community's views and eliminated any pretext for Viet Nam's continued 
presence in the country. The President had also stated that, i f Viet Nam withdrew in 
conformity with the relevant United Nations resolutions, the Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea would be prepared to sign a treaty of peace and non-aggression 
with the Vietnamese Government. 

42. Unfortunately, Viet Nam seemed to recognize only the rule of force, as i t s 
continued acts of violence showed. In i t s most recent outrages, camps in Thailand 
had been bombarded during the past week. The entire range of Soviet-supplied weapons 
was being employed against Kampucheans, including chemical weapons which in 198O and 
1981 alone had caused the deaths of some 100,000 people, mostly children and old 
persons. The Kampuchean authorities lacked the means to provide adequate assistance 
to the victims, and hoped that the Commission would play i t s part in putting an 
end to the use of such weapons in Kampuchea and elsewhere in the world. Viet Nam 
was also controlling the administration of Kampuchea. Evidence of that fact 
included testimony by defectors, one of vihom, in a recent interview with the Bangkok 
newspaper The Nation, described the way in which Vietnamese so-called advisers 
provided Kampuchean o f f i c i a l s with policy papers. In addition, the Vietnamese 
language had become a compulsory subject in Kampuchean schools. The irony was that, 
while the Vietnamese authorities sought to impose their p o l i t i c a l system on another 
nation by force, their own population's fate was one of the world's worst. There was 
s t i l l a continuous flow of refugees by boat from Viet Nam. There v-fas also evidence 
that many thousands of Vietnamese had been sent abroad for forced labour in exchange 
for arms and equipment - a shocking event to record in the late twentieth century. 



E/CN.4/1983/SR.9 
page 12 

43. A h i s t o r i c step towards the self-determination of the Kampuchean people had 
been talcen on 20 June 1982 when the Government of Democratic Kampuchea had been 
formed. And on 20 January 1983 i t s second Council of Ministers, presided over b y 
Prince Sihanouk, had been held on Kampuchean t e r r i t o r y . Among other things, i t 
had called f o r the restoration to Democratic Kampuchea of i t s r i g h t f u l place as 
a non-aligned country - a place which had a r b i t r a r i l y been i^rested from i t despite 
thé fact that Prince Sihanouk was One of the founders of the non-aligned movement. 

44. Mr. OULD-RODIS (Observer, for Algeria) said' that the Ьглпап rights s i t u a t i o n i n 
t e r r i t o r i e s under colonial domination ha.d two aspects; the massive extent of 
flagrant violations of human rig h t s , vhich threatened international peace and 
security, and the helplessness of the international community i n the face of the 
colonial Powers. Thus i t was i n the Middle East, where the Zionist e n t i t y pursued 
with impunity, f o r i t s expansionist purposes, a p o l i c y aimed at externiinating the 
Palestinian .people. Likev/ise, i n southern A f r i c a , an ..explosive si t u a t i o n threatening 
the region's peace and secu i i t y stemmed from the actions of the r a c i s t regime i n 
Pretoria, The apartheid regime and the I s r a e l i e n t i t y had several s t r i k i n g 
s i m i l a r i t i e s . Both .were i l l e g a l l y occupying t e r r i t o r i e s and v i o l a t i n g a population's 
basic human r i g h t s , including the rights to self-determination and independence,' 
and both sought to impose t h e i r w i l l on neighbouring States and defy the. 
international community. Moreover, both benefited from the same p o l i t i c a l support 
from certain Western Powers and were able to avoid sanctions af provided foi" under 
Chapter VII of the Charter because of the right o i veto i n the Security Council. 

45. During the Commission's consideration of agenda item 4, his delegation had 
strongly denounced I s r a e l i practices i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s and drawn 
attention to the linlc between the human rights violations i n those t e r r i t o r i e s and 
Israel's colonialist: occupation. Only Israel's unconditional withdrawal from a l l 
the occupied Arab t e i - r i t o r i e s , including Jerusalem, and the restoration of the 
Palestinian people's national rights, including the right to create i t s own State 
i n i t s homeland, could lead to a solution of the Middle East c r i s i s and enable the 
indi v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e rights of those t e r r i t o r i e s ' peoples to be restored. 

46. In southern j..frica, the si t u a t i o n was disquieting f o r tliree main reasons: the 
odious p o l i c y of apartheid practised by the vdiite minority against the people of 
South A f r i c a ; the South i i f r i c a n regime's contimied aggression against neighbouring 
African States - an act v/hich Algeria had roundly condemned i n other international 
forums; and the occupation of Namibia by that regime, including the exploitation 
of Namibia's human and material resources, i n defiance of the inte r n a t i o n a l 
coBmiunity. 

47. Despite the ef f o r t s made by the United Nations f o r tvro decades, including iiany 
decisions and resolutions among them Security Council resolution 435 :(l978), the 
q-aestion of Namibia reraained more deadlocked than ever. The Pretoria regime, 
encouraged and assisted by certain colonial Powers persisted i n seeking a "so-called 
i n t e r n a l solution aimed at a perverted independence based on the "homelands" policy. 
The Western Powers of the "contract group" refrained from exerting due. pressure " 
on South A f r i c a to submit to international opinion concerning the Namibian"people's 
right to self-determination and independence. Some of those Powers, even though 
they had subscribed to resolution 435' (1978), had sought to di s t o r t i t by l i n l i i n g 
the Namibian question to other questions r e l a t i n g t o tho front-line-States' 
sovereignty, security and p o l i t i c a l options, and to set f o r t h i n advance constitutional 
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principles' f o r a future Namibian State which vvould maintain the interests of 
multinationals and the privileged v/loite minority, Such manoeuvres vrere at variance 
with the intention of resolution 435 (l978) and negated the z'ight of any people 
to choose i t s ovni form of government and economic and s o c i a l system. Algeria, 
an African country, f u l l y supported the f r o n t - l i n e States, vrhich, despite pressures 
of a l l kinds, continued to mfJce a valuable contribution to the decolonization 
process on the African continent by supporting SWAPO and ШС i n t h e i r struggle 
against the Pr e t o r i a regime. 

48. In Western Saiiara, the s i t u a t i o n constituted another obstacle to OAU's aim of 
the decolonization of i i f r i c a . At OAU's eighteenth summit conference, the elements 
of a .just and f i n a l settlement'of the question of Western Sahara had been i d e n t i f i e d ; 
they included the holding of a referendum on self-determination, following a 
cease-fire negotiated between the two parties to the c o n f l i c t under the auspices 
of an OAU implementation committee. The occupying- Povrer had formally accepted the 
pri n c i p l e of a referendum on self-determination. Unfortimately, the decolonization 
of Western Sahara was s t i l l being hindered and the f i g h t i n g vras continuing because 
the occupying Povrer, despite i t s avowed acceptance of OAU decisions, continued 
to vrage war against the Sahra\iri people and refused to negotiate d i r e c t l y with the 
Po l i s a r i o Pront. I t was.to be hoped that Morocco vrould agiree to such negotiations 
i n order to enable the referendum to be conducted. The Commission had appealed to 
Morocco and the P o l i s a r i o Front to that effect i n a z-esolution adopted at i t s 
thirty-eighth session, iind the. General Assembly ha.d i-eaffirmed, i n 
resolution 57/28, the right of the people of Vfestern Sallara to self-determination 
and independence, Alg-eria remained ready, as alvrays, to contribute i n any way to 
establishing contact between the two pcarties to the c o n f l i c t and to assist i n any 
i n i t i a t i v e . Continuation of the c o n f l i c t vrould not only prolong the sufferings 
of the Moroccan and Sahravd peoples, but vrould increase the threat to the region's 
peace and securitj'-. 

49. Mr. M/iMALO (Philippines) said that his country, as one of the e a r l i e s t 
signatories of the Charter and nee.rly a l l United Nations human rights instruments, 
subscribed, f u l l y to the p r i n c i p l e of self-determination of peoples. General Romulo, 
the Philippine Minister f o r Foreign A f f a i r s ai'id the only surviving participant i n 
the signing ceremony, had successfully i n s i s t e d , when the Charter had been drafted, 
that self-determination must lea.d to f u l l independence. The goal of independence 
for dependent t e r r i t o r i e s and those under colonial rule war; now enshrined i n 
international lavr, 

50. The Philippines, \-rhose Constitution embodied a l l '!;he pr i n c i p l e s generally 
accepted by the international coffimiuiity, shared the vievr that the right of 
self-determination and the independence of States were fundamental to f u l l enjoyment 
of human rig h t s . As a former colony, the Philippines likewise supported the 
a.ppeal f o r concerted international action to li b e r a t e peoples undex' foreign rule 
and ensure t h e i r legitimate ri¿5lit to determine t h e i r o\m p o l i t i c a l destiny. 

51. Kis delegation had already drav/n attention to the right of the Kampuchean 
people to self-deterrafnation. A si m i l a r s i t u a t i o n existed i n Afghanistan, where 
•fche continued mili'fcary intervention of a foreign Power openly violated the norms 
of international ISM r e l a t i n g to sovereignty and non-intervention i n in t e r n a l a f f a i r s , 
and v-ras preventing the Afghan people from enjoying t h e i r basic human rig h t s , including 
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the right to b u i l d t h e i r nation as they saw f i t . For over three years, 
United Nations appeals f o r the f u l l and unconditional withdrawal of foreign troops 
from that country had been completely ignored. The s i t u a t i o n was one wliich touched 
the'world's conscience. His d.elegation hoped that the f a i l u r e of public pressure 
to compel the intervening Powers to observe international law might be offset by 
the r e a l i z a t i o n by such Powers that tc comply with the principles of the'Charter was 
i n t h e i r own interests too, since a l l Sta.tes had important interests i n e x t r i c a b l y 
linked v/ith international peace and security. The continued presence of some 
100,000 foreign troops i n Afghanistan threatened, that nation's sovereignty and the 
world at large. 

52. In South A f r i c a , the r a c i s t regime and i t s apartheid pol i c y must.come to an end, 
and Namibia must be made independent. In the Middle 'East, the rights .of the 
Palestinians, including the right to self-deterrûination and the right to establish 
t h e i r own State, should be restored. Negotiations aimed at an early settlement 
of those issues should be speeded up i n the interest of v/orld s t a b i l i t y and as a 
prerequisite f d r progress ahd development. 

53. With regard to East Timor, i i i s Government's position had been stated repeatedly 
iirthe-General Assembly;- f t rejected anj'' action which jjlaced Indonesia's sovereignty 
over-East. Timor i n question, and. i t held that a pragmatic approach v/ould be the. 
adoption of a programme of a,ssistance and со—operation i n the context of Indonesia's 
sovereignty. Any measure wliich tmdermined that sovereignty would amount to 
unacceptable interference i n a State's domestic a f f a i r s . 

54. -ks President Marcos had stated recently to foreign correspondents, the 
Philippines v/ould t r y , within the li m i t e d scope of i t s nationa-l endeavours, to match 
the efforts of the larger nations i n securing f o r human dignity the highest place 
i n the hierarcliy of values among i t s people, by malcing j u s t i c e l i v e f u l l y i n the 
l i v e s of a l l . 

Mr. SK/iLLI (Observer f o r Morocco), r e f e r r i n g to the si t u a t i o n i n V/estern Sahara, 
said that i t v.̂ as Morocco v/hich, through i t s Sovereign and prompted by i t s t r a d i t i o n a l 
concern f o r the p i i n c i p l e s of international law, had talcen the i n i t i a t i v e , of • 
proposing a referendum r e l a t i n g to that t e r r i t o r y . The international community . 
had v/armly v/elcomied Morocco's i n i t i a t i v e and p o l i t i c a l . courage i n seeking to meet the 
vrishes of j\frican and other countries f o r progress towards peace. In p a r t i c u l a r , 
the decision ha.d been unanimously v/slcoraed at OAU's eighteenth summit conference 
as a step tov/ards a pe.aceful settlement i n the c o n f l i c t and a return to harmony and 
understanding i n the Maglireb. A resolution had been unanimously adopted, at that 
conference proposing a cease-fire and the organization of a referend,um; and an 
Implementation Committee on Western Sahara, consisting of seven African Heads of State, 
had been established and had agreed on detailed procedures f o r the proposed • 
cease-fire and referendum. The Committee had also proposed the establishment of an 
interim Administration with the necessary powers f o r the conduct of the referendum. 
On the advice of i t s chairman and follovring consultation v/ith a l l the parties 
concerned, the Committee v/as to establish a date f o r the entry into force of the 
cease-fire, which viould be supervised by a peace-keeping force. 
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56. M o r o c c o r e i t e r a t e d t h a t i t a c c e p t e d a l l t h e d e c i s i o n s o f t h e I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

C o m m i t t e e a n d t h a t i t w o u l d c o m p l y w i t h t h e u n d e r t a k i n g s w h i c h i t h a d g i v e n a t t h e 

O A U s u m m i t c o n f e r e n c e . K i n g H a s s a n I I h a d s o l e m n l y d e c l a r e d t h a t M o r o c c o w o u l d 

r e s p e c t t h e c e a s e - f i r e a n d w a s p r e p a r e d t o a b i d e b y i t s u n d e r t a k i n g s a n d t o o r g a n i z e 

t h e r e f e r e n d \ m i . I t m i g h t w e l l b e a s k e d , t h e r e f o r e , w h y t h e m a t t e r w a s s t i l l b e i n g 

b r o u g h t u p i n t h e C o m m i s s i o n , a n d v/hy a p p e a l s s h o u l d s t i l l b e m a d e t o M o r o c c o 

r e l a t i n g t o t h e c e a s e - f i r e a n d r e f e r e n d u m . S u c h a p p e a l s o u g h t p r o p e r l y t o b e 

a d d r e s s e d t o t h o s e who c o n t i n u e d t o p l a c e o b s t a c l e s i n t h e p a t h o f p e a c e . M o r o c c o 

c o u l d n o t a g r e e t o n e g o t i a t e w i t h a n y o n e c l a i m i n g t o s p e a k o n b e h a l f o f t h e 

t e r r i t o r y ' s p e o p l e s . O A U h a d m a d e n o s u c h r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ; o n l y t h e v / i l l o f t h e 

p e o p l e c o n c e r n e d , f r e e l y , i n d i v i d u a l l y a n d d i r e c t l y e x p r e s s e d , a n d n o t t h e w i s h e s 

o f t h o s e who s o u g h t t o i n t e r p r e t t h e i r d e s i r e s a n d i n t e n t i o n s , w e r e p a r a m o u n t . S u c h 

a v i e v / w a s c o n s o n a n t w i t h t h e c o n c e p t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n a s v i e w e d b y t h e 

C o m m i s s i o n , Ho o n e h a d t h e r i g h t t o p o s e a s a s p o k e s m a n f o r t h e t e r r i t o r y ' s p e o p l e s . 

57. T h e C o m m i s s i o n , i n a n y c a s e , s h o u l d n o t b e d e l i b e r a t i n g t h e q u e s t i o n o f 

W e s t e r n S . a h a r a , , w h i c h h a d a l r e a d y b e e n d i s c u s s e d i n t h e c o m p e t e n t o r g a n s o f O A U , t h e 

r e g i o n a l b o d y b e s t s u i t e d t o d e a - i w i t h t h e m a t t e r . T h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s a n d r e g i o n a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . h a d h i t h e r t o o b s e r v e d t w o s a c r o s a n c t p r i n c i p l e s : a r e g i o n a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n h a d p r i o r i t y i n s o l v i n g p r o b l e m s w h e n t h e y v / e r e b e f o r e i t ; a n d 

s e t t l e m e n t s d e v i s e d b y r e g i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w e r e n o t s u b j e c t t o a m e n d m e n t b y t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s , w h o s e t a s k w a s o n l y t o a s s i s t i n t h e i r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . T h o s e 

p r i n c i p l e s w e r e b a s e d o n c o m m o n s e n s e , r e s p e c t f o r t h e S t a t e s o f a r e g i o n a n d a 

d e s i r e f o r e f f i c i e n c y . T h e y w e r e a l s o r e f l e c t e d i n t h e r e l e v a n t d e c i s i o n t a k e n b y 

t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y a t i t s s i o s t r e c e n t s e s s i o n ; i n t h a t d e c i s i o n , t h e 

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l h a d b e e n r e q u e s t e d t o p r o v i d e , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h O A U , 

a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e I m p l e m e n t a t i o n C o m m i t t e e i n c a r r y i n g o u t i t s m a n d a t e r e g a r d i n g t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f W e s t e r n S a h a r a . A s e c o n d d r a f t d e c i s i o n h a d n o t b e e n a d o p t e d b y t h e 

G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y b e c a u s e i t h a d s o u g h t t o a d d e l e m e n t s o t h e r t h a n t h o s e a g r e e d o n 

b y O A U a n d t h u s c o n t r a d i c t e d t h e p r i n c i p l e s r e f e r r e d t o w i t h r e g a r d t o r e g i o n a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . A n y a p p r o a c h w h i c h f a i l e d t o o b s e r v e t h o s e p r i n c i p l e s w o u l d f u r t h e r 

c o m p l i c a t e t h e I m p l e m e n t a t i o n C o m m i t t e e ' s w o r k a n d w o u l d m a k e n o c o n s t r u c t i v e 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s s o l v i n g t h e p r o b l e m . 

58. T h e c o u n t r i e s d e s i r o u s o f p e a c e a n d h a r m o n y i n t h a t r e g i o n o f A f r i c a s h o u l d n o t 

e x a c e r b a t e t h e s i t u a t i o n , b u t s h o u l d h e l p t o b r i n g a b o u t a r a p p r o c h e m e n t a m o n g t h e 

c o u n t r i e s a n d p e o p l e s t h e r e i n o r d e r t o p r o m o t e t h e a i m s a n d o b j e c t i v e s o f A f r i c a , 

t h e A r a b w o r l d a n d t h e n o n - a l i g n e d m o v e m e n t . I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , A l g e r i a i t s e l f h a d 

o n s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s i n U n i t e d N g . t i o n s f o r u m s , s t a t e d t h a t i t w a s o n e o f t h e p a r t i e s 

t o t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s . F o r e x a r c p l e , t h e A l g e r i a n G o v e r n m e n t h a d r e a f f i r m e d , i n a 

l e t t e r d a t e d N o v e m b e r 1975 c o n t a i n e d i n S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l d o c u m e n t S / 1 1 8 S 1 , t h a t , i n 

a d d i t i o n t o S p a i n , t h e i n t e r e s t e d c o u n t r i e s w e r e A l g e r i a , M a u r i t a n i a a n d M o r o c c o ; 

a n d a t t h a t t i m e , i t s h o u l d b e n o t e d , t h e s o - c a l l e d P o l i s a r i o F r o n t h a d n o t e x i s t e d . 

I t v/as s i g n i f i c a n t , t o o , t h a t O A U a n d i t s I m p l e m e n t a t i o n C o m m i t t e e h a d a v o i d e d a n y 

m e n t i o n o f t h e P o l i s a r i o F r o n t a n d t h a t O A U h a d u n a n i m o u s l y d e c i d e d , i n r e f e r e n c e s t o 

t h e s u b j e c t , t o d e l e t e t h e e x p r e s s i o n " t h e t w o p a r t i e s " a n d s u b s t i t u t e t h e v / o r d s " t h e 

p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d " . A s t h e A l g e r i a n H e a d o f S t a t e h a d r e c e n t l y n o t e d , t h e b l o o d b e i n g 

s h e d i n W e s t e r n S a h a r a w a s t h a t o f A . l g e r i a n , M o r o c c a n a n d S a h r a w r i b r o t h e r s ; 

A l g e r i a s h o u l d t a k e h e e d o f i t s l e a d e r ' s w o r d s a n d a c t a c c o r d i n g l y , 

59. M r , F R A M B A C H ( O b s e r v e r f o r t h e G e r m a n D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c ) s a i d t h a t t h e r i g h t 

o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n w a s o n e o f t h e c o m p e l l i n g f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e s o f 

c o n t e m p o r a r y i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , w h i c h e n c o m p a s s e d n o t o n l y t h e r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o 

l i b e r a t i o n b u t a l s o t h e i r r i g h t f r e e l y t o c h o o s e t h e i r o w n p a t h o f s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 

d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e r i g h t t o n a t i o n a l , p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c 
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sclf-detemination vas d i r e n t l y сот-'в-угеп v i t h t h e otrv-ggle to overcome co l o n i a l 
aind r a c i s t e x p l c i t a t i c n and oppression and tc promote deraccratio international 
economic r e l a t i o n s . The exercise of the right i/i self-determination through the 
establishment of an independent .Itate was ?. basic jjrersquiKÍte f o r the g r a n t i n g of 
human r i g h t s . I t was not ̂ s s i h l e to çnrure peace, equitable international economic 
co-operFi.tion, and the effective enjo.>'ment of Ьлпол righte and f-iuidamental freedoms 
as lor^g as peoples suffered from the outrage c f cclonialisffif racism, facissif 
foreign r u l e , aggression or foreign intervention, 

6('. A c r u c i a l part'cf the struggle f o r tne national and s o c i a l libt-ration o f 
peoples was the fig h t against the co l o n i a l raci-"it regime i n [Jouth-Africa ana for 
la s t i n g and stable peace i n th'* I'li'idle £ast, based on the^ e'xercise by the Arab 
p==;Ople of l a l e s t i n e of t h e i r right.of sslf-determination* The i d l i n g powei-s i n 
southern A f r i c a wore neekii'*..'.:, to perpetuate the i r l u l e through the bru t a l a p p l i c a t i o n 
of the r a c i s t machinery of oppression and crimirial aggrpssioii against African S t a t e s , 
and were scheming to prevent the Namibian people from exercising t h e i r right of 
3elf-dèti>rmihation, The i-acist ránnrity regime mixb.t be isolated and the peoples 
of- southern A f r i c a suppoi-ted i n t})eir struggle f o r self-datermxnation and 
independence i n order to avert the thr e a t to peace i n So-itb A f r i c a . His delegation 
supported qnited Nations decisions and resol'ationg c a l l i n g f o r mandatory measures 
against tlie r a c i s t regime, end favoured economic sanctions, a comprehensive arts.s 
embargo and the prohibition of a l l economic, f i n a n c i a l and iuilit&v-y, supj^rt f o r ' 
South A f r i c a , 

' 6 i . 'His Government v/as sympathetic to the ef f o r t s made by the people of Afghar'iistan 
to consolidate th'-'.achievements of i t s 197C revolution, which ha.d introducsd 
fundamental changes i n the country's économie and s o c i a l systems. The trufiS'ped-up 
cam'rjaign against Afghanistan constituted an attempt io prevei'it the- Afghan people 
from pursuing i t s ch-osen T)ath of develoi-înent. The npen intervention i n the i n t e i n a l 
a f f a i r s o f Afghanistan by the forces of -.•onfrontation., 'i-mpe'r-armainent, colonialism 
and racism served to divert a t t e n t i o n from tbo c n i c i a i issuëf; of the prevention of 
nuólear war, the crimer; of genocide against the r a l e s t i n i a n ' p e o p l e t h e crimes o f 
apartheid and the continuing i l l e g a l occupation of F-aaibia.. 

62. Turning to the so-oalled "question cf Kampuchea", he said that the time had 
come to take into account the wi;--l'ieo of the p~,ople of Kampuchea Ъу granting that 
country's seat in the fcited Ncvfcionn to the legltiraatir Gûvc-r'.iiEcn'l cf the People's 
Republic of КлкрисЬса, Ir. tne interests of peace and Eta.biliiy i n ñouth-Táuist As i a , 
unfounded h o s t i l i t y towards the reoplo's î:epublio of Kampuchea тс other countries 
of Indo-iVnina muf-t be abai'id-ined, and steps taken to norma] tiie s i t u a t i o n there 
througii .constructive dialogue and negotiaiioi;r bñtwwen tíi-a States of tĥ î regicn. 
'The proposals made oy the ';onference of F o r e i g n Minieters of Îndo-Chineee -States i n 
J u l y 1932 provided a r e a l i s t i c basis f o r that c-r'urce of action and reflected the 
contimiing efforts of those countides to aevelop nomal relations on the basis of 
.peaceful co-existenoe. The Urlted iiationf, weald l i v e up to i t s resp^onsibility i f i t 
helped to foster such dialogue ana negotiation, 

63. The re'provçentative of the Fe-.leral rlep'ablic of Germany ha6 referred at the 
?th meeting to wnat he had termed the right c f the German people to free s e l f -
determination. Ал f a r as the people of the Оегша̂ д Dc«nocratio hepublic were 
concerned, they had fre e l y decided 33 yearr, еагИсг tc establish a State of t h e i r 
own and were r e a l i z i n g t h e i r r i g l i t of self-determii'iatlon by building socialism. 
The p e r s i s t e n t ri^-petition of hacKne.yed claims ccujd net a l t e r that -fact. ..The 
M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s of thf; German .Oemccratic '.Republic, i n his statement at 
the t h i r t y - s e v e n t h session c f the Genera.1 Ansembly, hau £?trfS!-ied tlie iDipC'rtai"!ce of 
peace and s e c u r i t y i n Europe and o f noraal relation:'^ between the two German States 
based on equality of r i g h t s and s t r i c t respect f o r each other's sovereignty. The 
stubborn defence o f i l l u s o r y concepts Jesigned tc negate the pr i n c i p l e of sovereign 
e'quality and the r i g h t to Relf-deteimination of States Members of the United Nations 
i n no way be n e f i t e d 't-'ie iiarnonious co-e-tcist'-rice of the Bnixipoan States. 
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64. Mr. MASUKU (Observer, Pan-AFricanist Congress of Azania) s a i d t h a t the r i g h t 
of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was the most n a t u r a l and elementary r i g h t of any people and 
i n c l u d e d the r i g h t to determine p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s f r e e l y and t o pursue economic and 
c u l t u r a l development. That p r i n c i p l e had not been a p p l i e d i n Azania, whose people 
was oppressed and'dispossessed and repudiated the r i g h t o f f o r e i g n e r s to r u l e i n i t s 
land. The Pan-Àfricanist Congress of Azania i n t e r p r e t e d freedom f o r A f r i c a to mean 
the freedom of a l l peoples, without d i s t i n c t i o n as to t r i b e , race, r e l i g i o n or 
c u l t u r e . In southern A f r i c a today, a l l human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms were 
being i n f r i n g e d by a f o r e i g n m i n o r i t y which had created many d o c t r i n e s and methods 
i n order to deny A f r i c a n s t h e i r b i r t h r i g h t . A f r i c a n s had been s t i g m a t i z e d by the 
r a c i s t s a s , natives and bantus. His people refused to be defined by anyone but 
themselves, however. 

65. The c u r r e n t oppressors i n Azania had merely i n h e r i t e d the c o l o n i a l mantle.of 
the B r i t i s h and were e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r a u t h o r i t y i n a most b a r b a r i c manner. Hiis 
people was t h e r e f o r e g r a t e f u l to the Commission f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g the Ad Hoc Working 
Group of Experts on South A f r i c a to study o b j e c t i v e l y the c o n d i t i o n s and nature of 
oppression i n South A f r i c a . 

66. Apartheid was a' s p e c i a l brand of c o l o n i a l i s m : i t allowed the white m i n o r i t y to 
subject the A f r i c a n s , who c o n s t i t u t e d 70 per cent of the population i n South A f r i c a 
t o p o l i t i c a l oppression, economic e x p l o i t a t i o n and s o c i a l degradation. I t was a 
f e r o c i o u s brand of c o l o n i a l i s m which spared no e f f o r t s to r a t i o n a l i z e and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e racism. I t had f a c i l i t a t e d rampant a c t s of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , the 
slaughter o f s c h o o l - c h i l d r e n , the suppression of workers' movement, harrassment 
by the p o l i c e , mass a r r e s t s , long p r i s o n sentences, death p e n a l t i e s , t o r t u r e , 
banishment and the f o r c i b l e removal of c i t i z e n s t o bantustans. 

67. The methods used by the Z i o n i s t s were s i m i l a r . Both regimes were r a c i s t , but 
I s r a e l had taught South A f r i c a many f i n e , a r t s of t o r t u r e , d etention and "hot p u r s u i t " 
across the borders of neighbouring S t a t e s . The leaders of the two c o u n t r i e s had 
f r e q u e n t l y v i s i t e d each other, and t h e i r arms trade and co-operation i n nuclear 
technology were f l o u r i s h i n g . That was why h i s people f e l t i t could u n i t e w i t h the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people i n order to break the unholy a l l i a n c e between I s r a e l and 
South A f r i c a . The v i c t o r y of armed s t r u g g l e i n Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and other 
c o u n t r i e s had i n s p i r e d h i s people s t i l l f u r t h e r : the South A f r i c a n r a c i s t s were 
s i t t i n g on a volcano. A l l l i b e r a t i o n movements i n A f r i c a were resolved to take up 
arras to overcome the r a c i s t s , and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
to g ive those l i b e r a t i o n movements moral and m a t e r i a l support. 

68. Mr. MAHALLATI (Observer f o r the I s l a m i c Republic of Iran) s a i d the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community had reached the consensus that there was an urgent need to enhance and 
preserve the r u l e of law i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . His Government b e l i e v e d t h a t 
the p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was an undeniable r i g h t of every n a t i o n which 
must be a p p l i e d i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , i r r e s p e c t i v e of p o l i t i c a l or s t r a t e g i c 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . I t had supported and continued t o support every n a t i o n s t r u g g l i n g 
f o r independence, and favoured s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n f o r P a l e s t i n e , Namibia, the 
Western Sahara, Puerto R i c o , Afghanistan and a l l c o u n t r i e s which were l a b o u r i n g 
under the yoke of c o l o n i a l i s m . 
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6 9 . The people and Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran were deeply concerned 
about the situation in Afghanistan, where 100,000 foreign troops had intervened. 
That was a serious violation of the principles of sovereignty and non-interference in 
the internal affairs of a peace-loving State, threatened peace and security in the 
region by providing a pretext for the United Stateis imperialists to establish 
military bases, and transformed the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf into a zone 

of tension and c o n f l i c t . The Iranian people shared with the Afghans a devotion to 
the cause of freedom and independence, v/hich, together with a long history of 
fraternity/and a common language, religion and cultural heritage, explained the 
s p i r i t of b i l a t é r a l assistance between them. An enormous number of Afghan 
refugees, fleeing the violence and insecurity of their homeland, had sought 
asylumin Iran. Tnat influx was constantly increasing and had already exceeded 
1.5 million. Under the influence of Islamic guidelines, his country's sense of 
duty and humanitarian concern had led i t to v/elcorae those refugees, despite the 
fact that i t s résources were already severely strained as a result of an imposed 
war. It Vías ironic that the grave situation in Afghanistan was the result of 
external military intervention executed on the pretext of protecting Afghanistan 
from outside interference. 

7 0 . His country, together with many others, firmly opposed external military 
intervention and believed that, in international law, an i l l e g a l i t y could never 
bé j u s t i f i e d . As a Superpower, the Soyiet Union was in a position materially and 
po l i t i c a l l y to reverse the actions i t had committed. His country had established 
good-neighbourly relations with the Soyiet Union and would continue i t s bilateral 
co-operation¿ bub i t could not conceal i t s disapproval of the situation in 
Afghariistan. 

71 . His delegation vigorously condemned the denial of the right of self-
determination to the Namibian people, which reflected United States co-operation with 
South Africa, the Zionist policy being pursued by Pretoria, and the establishment'of 
a Pretoria-Tel Aviv-Washington axis. A l l Middle Eastern countries suffered from 

the same cancer and hoped that some day surgery would restore normalcy to Africa 
and the Middle East. 

72. Referring to the statement by the representative of the Zionist entity, who 
had called some-bf his opponents religious fanatics, he said that the Zionist 
regime had sprarêd no effort to justify i t s crimes against humanity and had gone so 
far as to justify the invasion of Lebanon'as a duty or commandment set forth in 
scripture and in scripture commentaries, fhe sufferings of the Palestinian people 
placed the Zionists at the top of the l i s t of regimes against whose aggression a l l 
freedom-loving people should be fighting. 

7 3 . Mr. ALMAGHABÏ (Yemen) said'that the Commission's agenda contained many items 
that had been discussed in the past, but a new sense of urgency had been lent to 
the Coraraissiórí's délibeirationsef the sad developments in some parts of the world 
where human rights'had been eérióusly violated. Although the Commission's 
act i v i t i e s gaVe cause for ho|)é, the majority of i t s decisions remained à dead l e t t e r . 
The new and dramatic events of the past year had placed the international community 
at a croàsrbads, and i t must decide i f i t would remain an observer or f u l f i l i t s 
responsibilities as defined by the Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. It must establish rules for the maintenance and furtherance of human rights 
through the Security Council, the General Assembly and the Commission i t s e l f . 
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7 4 . The Commission's a c t i v i t i e s covered a wide range of c r u c i a l questions. In 
a d d i t i o n to s p e c i f i c human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , i t was d i s c u s s i n g ths human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s committed by the I s r a e l i r a c i s t s i n the Arab t e r r i t o r i e s occupied 
s i n c e 1967. The I s r a e l i regime was using against the Arab people the same methods 
as the Nazis had used, i n v i o l a t i o n of a l l humanitarian values and the p r i n c i p l e s 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. Peoples were f i g h t i n g h e r o i c a l l y to f r e e themselves from 
dependence, occupation and f o r e i g n domination, and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
should renew i t s c a l l f o r binding r u l e s so th a t the world could come c l o s e r to 
the r e a l i z a t i o n of the noble purposes of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n . The 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights must be implemented and a s t r u g g l e waged 
against fascism, racism and any expa n s i o n i s t ideology which e n t a i l e d d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 
R a c i s t ideas based on r e l i g i o u s events which had occurred thousands of years. 
were now bieng used to j u s t i f y r e p r e s s i o n i n the occupied Arab b e m i t o r l e s . 

75 . The South A f r i c a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n forced a m a j o r i t y of the population to submit 
to r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a i t o n on the basis of c o l o u r , deprived peoples of t h e i r r i g h t s 
and authorized the occupation of neighbouring Namibia. The Z i o n i s t system was 
s i m i l a r l y b u i l t on the p r i n c i p l e of supremacy, vjhich i t used to j u s t i f y the 
expu l s i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n people from i t s homeland, d a i l y and severe v i o l a t i o n s 
of human r i g h t s , and the t r a g i c i n v a s i o n of Lebanon. The massive k i l l i n g s during 
t h a t i n v a s i o n and the b r u t a l massacres committed a t Sabra and C h a t i l a with the 
encouragement and p r o t e c t i o n of I s r a e l were reminiscent of the massacres committed 
by the Nazis during the Second World War, massacres which had been condemned by 
a l l peoples of the world. 

76. I t was not enough to denounce such crimes, however: the p r o v i s i o n s of 
Chapter V I I of the Charter must be implemented as a response to the t h r e a t t o 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y represented by those c r i m i n a l regimes. The 
peoples of the world had placed high hopes i n the Commission's a c t i v i t i e s and were 
expecting that the p r i n c i p l e of respect f o r human r i g h t s would become part of the 
world's d a i l y l i f e and of the bindin g l e g i s l a t i o n of every country, so that 
those who i n f r i n g e d that p r i n c i p l e could be punished. 

77. The CHAIRMAN announced t h a t he had recei v e d a message from the President of 
the Economic and S o c i a l Council s t a t i n g t h a t by i t s d e c i s i o n 1983/IO2, adopted by 
41 votes t o 7, w i t h 3 a b s t e n t i o n s , the Council had decided t o au t h o r i z e the 
Commission t o hold 15 e x t r a s e r v i c e d meetings, without summary records, at the 
t h i r t y - n i n t h s e s s i o n . 

The meeting rose a t 1 p.m. 




