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The meeting was called to order at 10,10 a.m,

ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE SESSION (agenda item 3) (continued)

1. The CHATIRMAN said the Bureau considered that the Commission might need to request
the Economic and Social Council to grant it additional hours of serviced meetings.
He accordingly invited the Commission to decide whether such a request should be male.

2. Mr, KOOIJMANS (Netherlands) suggested that such services should be requested
immediately since the Council was 8t present nearing the end of its session in
New York.

3 Mr. KONSTANTINOV (Bulgaria) said he did not understsnd why it should be necessary
to ask for additional time, The purpose of the Commission's decision to limit the
duration of statements had been to enable it to complete its consideration of all
items within the time available and it should stand by that decision,

4. Mr., PACE (Secretary of the Commission), replying to a question by the
representative of Brazil, said that the Commission had been suthorized to hold
nine hours of meetings a day at its thirty-seventh and thirty-eighth sessions and
six hours of meetings a day at its thirty-ninth session.

5. Mr. TREKI (Libyen Arsb Jamshiriya) seid that the Commission should quickly
complete the organization of its work snd fturn to the substentive items on the agenda.
The decision to limit the length of statements would enable the Commission to finish
its work on time, but there wes nothing to prevent it from requesting the Council to
grant it more time.

6. Mr, FURSLAND (United Kingdom) said that his delegation supported the Bureau's
suggestion thet the Commission should request the Council to allocate additional hours
for its meetings, He agreed with the representative of the Netherlands that s
decision on that matter should be taken immediately. His delegation would have
preferred stricter time-limits, but since they had not been imposed additional meeting
hours: would have %o be granted. Under t.ue present arrangenents, 90 fewer hours were
available for the Commission's work at its thirty—ninth session than at its
thirty—eighths. He thought that not the full 90 hours but perhaps 45 hours should be
restored,

T Mr, LE BLAWC (France) said that he supported the Bureau's suggestion. Since no
strict limits had been placed on the length of statements, it was necessary to extend
the time svailable for the Commission's meetings in order to ensure that no agende
items were neglected,.

8. Mr. PACE (Secretary of the Commission), replying to s question by the
representetive of Argentina, ssid that the Commission had used all the 90 meetings
that had been available to it at the thirty—~eighth session.
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9, Mr. BYKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) salﬂ “_+hb General Agssembly's
guidelines for the conserveiion of budgetery resources vere designed to raticnelize
the use of existing resources and to obviaste the need to request additional resources.
In its resolution 1 (y/)G the COLn011 hed suthorizad en expension of the '
Commission's sessions to six weeks; the Commission was the only functionsl commisgion
of  the Council to have reguested such en ypanﬂlon. Additionel *ime had been

granted to the Commission et its two preceding sessions as an exceptionsl messure, but

<

at the thirty-eighth sesginn many delegations had complained of difficul<ies in

prepering for forthcoming meetinge bacsuse of the intensive meeting schedule,
10. At the first neseting of the current sesgion, two ways of expediting the
Commission's work had been proposed: limiting the length of statements and requesting

more meeting time, Since the first alternative hed been adopted, there wes no
reason to pursue the seccnd, especisally as that would run counter to the
General Assembly'!s guidelines on the spering use of finencial resources,.

11. He commended the Chairman for his efforts to begin the Commission's meetings on
time and suggestced thet a systen such s thet of the pigeon-hnoles which had been used
at the thirty-eighth session should te restored in oxder to prevent precious time
from being wasted while delegations gueuved T npent :

12. Mr, SCHIFTER (United Stotes of America) gald it should bhe borne in mind that the
Comnission would have one third fewer hours et ite thirty-ninth session than st .its
thirty-eighth, snd that time had ruh ou® bafore it had completed its work at the
thirty-eighth session. The fact th i had been egreed upon v
a step towsrds OOﬂuVTVLnﬁ time, but oy probiem entirely. If
the Commission requested and was grented additionsl time, it did not necesssrily,
have to use it all; it would gimply be vproviding iiself with a back-up measure.,

13, Mr, HUPTON ( T by the Secretary of the
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15. Mr. CALERO RODRIGUES (Brazil) said he agreed with the representative of

the Soviet Union that the Commission should try to work within available resources
and that, with the time-limits on statements, it could perhaps finish its work within
the deadline. It was also possible, however, that the Commission might run out of
time at the current session; he therefore agreed that it skould ask for half of the
extra time to be restored through the allocation of 45 additional hours.

16. Mr. DIAGHNE (Senegel) said that the Commission frequently ended its sessions

in a rush and the discussion of some items suffered accordingly. The time-limit was
a useful institution but it was only a guideline: delegations and the Chairman must
realize that some controversial subjects might require additicnal time for discussion.
His delegation supported the idea of asking for the maximum amount of meeting time,

on the understanding that not all of it might actually be used.

17. Mr. BYKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the Commission should
ensure that a copy of the summary record of the current meeting was availawnle

to the Council when it came to consider the Commission's request so that it could
see the arguments for and against that request.

18. Mr, HERNDL (Assistant Secretary-General, Centre for Human Rights) said that
if 15 additional serviced meetings were allocated for the Commission's current
session, the conference servicing costs, to be financed under section 29 B of the
Programme Budget and calculated on a full-cost basis, would be approximately
$110,000 for 1983, That estimate included interpretation and translation services
in the Commission's six official languages.

19. Mr. PACE (Secretary of the Commission), replying to a question by the representative
of Argentina, said that the financial implications had been calculated on the ba51s of
an additional 45 hours of meetings - 15 meetings of three hours each.

20. Mr. BYKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, in the light of the
financial implications of the Irish proposal, his delegation was convinced that a

hasty decision would not be consistent with the financial policy of the Organization -
or with the spirit of Council resolution “979/36. The Commission would hardly enhance
its prestige by taking such a decision, especially since its session was only beginning.
The proposal should be put to the vote and, if it was adopted, the Council should be
provided with the relevant summary records of the Commission's meetings to assist’

the Council in evaluating the request for authorization to hold additional meetings.

21. Mr., O'DONOVAN (Ireland) said members should bear in mind that it was by no means
the first time that the Commission was requesting the Council to authorize additional
serviced meetings. It was, however, the first time that it would be meking such a modest
proposal., Previous requests by the Commission for additional meetings had also had
financial implications but the Commission had been able on those occasions to take

a decision without a vote,

22, Mr. BYKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that well founded objections
had been raised to taking such a decision in haste. iccordingly, the Irish proposal
ghould be put to the vote.
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1d not have permanent missions in Geneva and that, as a result, their attendance

t the Commission's segsion entailed ccnsiderable expense., He therefore urged thet
the Commission should adcpt the Bureau's proposal for a modest increase in the
number of meetings, if needed, without specifying how many. It night cause
embarrassment for some ¢elegations if the Irish proposal was put to the vote.

25. Mr. TREKI (Libyan Arcb Jamahiriya) recalled that some members of the Commission
i
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25. The Irigh pronosal was adovted by 25 votes to 7, with 4 abstentions.

QUESTION OF TIE VICLATION CF HULAN RIGHTS IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, IWCLUDIIG
PAIESTINE (agenda item 4) (continued) (8/CW.4/1983%/6, T and 8)

THE RIGHT OF PROPIES TO SCLF-DETERMINATICH AWD ITS APPLICATION TO PROPLES UNDER
COLONIAL OR ALIEN DCMINATION OR FCREIGH CCCUPATION (agenda item 9) (continued)
(B/0N.4/198%/2 and Ldd.l, B/CNW.4/1983/12 and 13; ST/FR/SER.4A/14)

26. Dlir. BARAKAT (Jordan) said that the massacres committed by Israel in the occupied
Lrsb territories, the establishment of Israeli settlements there and the pillage

of the territories’ natural resources all pointed to the existence of a systematic
plan aimed at the genocide of the indigenous inhabitants. Writing in a book entitled
They Must Go, Rabbi Ileir Kahane had even advocated the expulsion of all Arabs living
in the occupied territories. The report of the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Qccupied
Territcries (A/57/485) provided a full and clear picture of the situation in those
territories, and had led to the adoption of General Assembly resolution 37/88, which
resolutely condemned Israel for its violation of human rights and the measures it

had taken to alter the demcgraphic situation in the occupied territories.

The Government of Israel had consistently refused to co-operate with the Commission
and had even recently prevented Palestinians from meeting members of the Commission.

27. The situation in the occupied territories had steadily worsensd with the
establishment of new settlements and the subjugation of thz local economy by the
occupation authorities. The existing laws of the terxrritories had been annulled and
some 950 military oxders had been issued, thereby creating a new legal situation

in contraventicn of the TFourth Geneva Convention of 194%9. The inhabitants of the
territories were forced to eke out 2 meagre existence while seeking to throw off
the Israeli yoke. DPersonal freedoms had been abridged, education had been brought
to a standstill and settlers were being imported in an effort to oust the Arab
pepulation from their lands.

28. The report of the Special Committee also contained excerpts frem statements made
by Israeli leaders, which demonstrated Isreel's intentions to contirue to occupy
Gaza and the Golan Heights., Both the Government of Israel and Zionist organizations
‘were spending huge sums to support the egtablishment of settlements.
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29. Other details emerged from the various reports which dealt with the situation
of civilians in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine, and were listed
by the Secretary-General in document E/CN 4/1983/6 Assistance from UNRWA for

" education had had to be curtailed, and the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people continued to be denied. Israel persisted in its defiance of the

Geneva Conventions by establishing new settlements. Two fommer Presidents of

the United States, Mr, Ford and Mr. Carter, in a recent article in the Readers Digest,
had identified Israel's policies as the major obstacle to any moderate Arab
initiative to find a settlement of the situation in the HMiddle East. The media
throughout the world carried daily reports of violations of human rights in the
.occupied territories. A report circulated by the United Press International in
January 1983 provided details of Israel'!s suppression of demonstrations in' the

West Bank area and the restrictions it had imposed on personal freedoms there,
including the freedom of expression.

30. Everyone wasg doubtless aware of the massacre committed by Israel at Sabra and
Chatila. = In a recent book on that subject, a prominent Israeli journalist had
described the spontaneous demonstration by Israeli citizens protesting about the
massacre at the residence of Prime Minister Begin where Israeli police had used
tear gas to disperse the demonstrators. Many Israeli citizens had reportedly felt
ashamed of the actions of their Government, which some had compared to the conduct
of the Nazis.

31. The Seninar on violations of human rights in the Palestinian and other Arab
territories occupied by Israel, held at Geneva late in 1982, had adepted a series

of recommendations which were spt out in its report ST/HR/SER A/l4 and were worthy
of the Comnmission's consideration.

2. For some 15 years, the General Assembly had been considering the situation of
human rights in the occupied territories and had adopted numerous resolutions, all
of which had had no effect on Israel's policies. On the contrary, Israel persisted
in violating human rights, confiscating land and annexing territories. The time had
come for the Commission to take effective action to end such violations and bring
relief to the suffering inhabitants of the occupied territories. The Commission
might, for example, request the General Assembly to recommend the Security Council

to study the situation and take appropriate measures in accordance with the Charter.

33. Mr, TREKI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that year after year the Commission, -
like the General Aissembly and other international bodies, discussed the situation

of the Palestinian people and the violation of human rights by the Zionist entity

in Palestine and the occupied iLrad territories. With each passing year the number .
of territories which had fallen victim %o the Zionists grew. The Zionist entity
continued to flout Unlted Nationg resolutions, including those adopted by the
Commission.

34. The crimes of the Zionist entity were well documented. With the Golan Heights
annexed and half of Lebanon occupied, the international community might well ask
itself what the future held. Zionism had been identified as a racist movement by the
General assembly and, as a form of neo-Nazism, it posed a threat to the entire
international community. Zionism was a spreading cancer. It had managed to gain
control of most of the world's information media and financial institutions and
wielded its great power to further its expansionist designs. Zionism had a secure
grip on the United States of America, in particular, and on many countries in Zurope
and elsewhere.
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55. The Commission was considering the human rights of the Palestinian people
and the Zionist entity's violation of those rights. At the same time, however,

it should alsc consider émerican human rights and their violation in the

United States. It was a well-known fact that any free voice was silenced in the
United States and certain Wast. European countries.’ - Crities of zionism were

forced to. remain silent or were accused of anti-semitism. ° Spiro hgnew,

‘Benator Fulbright and Coneral Brown wewre but a.few of the many Fhousands of Vlotlms
of the Zionist cancer in tho United States. Operating by -the rules of Western
terrorism, neo-Nazi zicnism had infiltrated all areas of life and all manner of
institutions in order %o eradicebe what was.left of the Palestinian people and
other 4rab peoples. ’

36. The situation he had described was-an internatiorial problem which, unless it

was dealt with, would lead to:the: desfruction of :all mankind. .. Acoordlng to the
Zionists themselves, the First World War-had produced the Balfour Declaration, the
Second World War had led to the creation.of the State of -Israel; .-and a third world
war would permit the establishment of a Zionist empire. The Zionist movement

hoped to eradicate millions of human.beings. in order to-cregte a Zionigt empire
stretching from.the Nile to the Evphrates that would rule the woxrld. : Zionigts had
used Brltlsh oolonlallem to. establlsh a-State of Israel: and would use neo-colonialism
to establish an empire.

37.. It was hlgh tlme the 1nternatlonal oommunlty became aware of. the Zionist threat,
The Commission must +therefore give the matter serious consideration and warn the
international community and the whole world before it was ftoo late. It should also,
as a matter of prlorlty, make a dlstlnotlon between a. polloy of opp031tlon to
Israell expans1onlsm and’ antl-oemltlsm.,“ Arabs were Semltes ‘and were: Opposed to
Nazl 21on1sm.‘ The true meanlnv of the term ant1~sem1tlsm must therefore be

Internatlonal Court of Justice.

38. . The massdcres pefpetrated by the Zicnists ‘at Sabra and Chatila and their
contlnulng v1olatlon of human rights in the oooupled terrltorles, including
Palestine, were very serious mabtters but “they paled in significance when compared
with the unprecedented dlonTulOﬂ of Palestlnlans throughout the world. The
scourge visited on the Palestlnlan people could have afflicted any peOple, since
Brltaln, whose colonialism was the roct cause of all the problems now existing in
Palestlne, South’ Afrloa, Cyprus and the Falkland Islands, among other places, had
proposed that Argentina, Uganda, Guinea or Western Libya might house a Jewish State.
Those countries could have suffered the fate that had in fact befallen Palestine
and their neighbours!  territory might have been ‘annexed after the fashion of the
Golan Heights. ' ' ‘ ’

39. Zionist expansionism and Zionist terrorist gangs threatened international peace
and security, and international action must be taken to stop them. Many nations
with differing ideologies and social and economic systems had united to oppose
Hitlerian nazism and save mankind. States must now unite in the same spirit to
oppose the neo-Nazi threat of zionism.

40, The Commission was responsible for human rights -at the international level, and
yet it was unable to implement its resclutions on Palestine. It must therefore
work with those responsible for maintaining international peace and security, in
particular the Security Council, to ensure that all United Nations resolutions on
Palestine were implemented. Countries which were assisting zionism must desist
from doing so, and moral and material support must be afforded to the Palestinian
and Arab peoples who were the victims of zionism. There would be no peace and
security in the region as long as Zionist aggression continued and the aggressors
received outside assistance, and as long as the rights of the Palestinian people
were trampled on. The Palestinian people was the victim of zionism and yet its
representative, the PLO, had been asked to recognize the Zionist entity. Was that
what was meant by human rights?
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41 . Many peoples were suffering a fate similar to that of the Palestinians as a
result of colonialism and racism. There was a close organic link betwseen tha

Ziouist system and ths odious apartheid system oparating in Namibia and South Africa.
That link confirmed tha% the forces of =vil and pracism had come together in their
ambition to control the world. Raciat zionism and apartheid in South Africe ware
pursuing the zame ends and the same sbrategias, and they must be stopped. The

former British colonialism that had established the Zionist entity at the expense

of the Palestinians haa also establishad the pacist regime in South Africa ac the
expense of wmillions of African blacks and ever now was helping both regimas to
perpatvate theilr racism and thelr subjugation of other peoples. The white racist

in South Afrieca was no different from the white racist in Palsstine and had the

same interests and ideology. Blaeks and Palestinians should he able to live
independantly in their own land, without intzrference o harassment, and yat, like

the American Indians before them, both pzoples wera the victims of genocida. Other
pzoples, forr instance the Sahrawi people and peoples in Asia and the Caribbean region,
wavrae also atruggling for self-=dabermination and dignity and were also entitled to

02 heard ana Lo datermine their own future.

42. As an African and an Arab State, th: Libyan Arab Jamahiriya hopsd that the
Commission would considar human rights re2alistically and ohjectively wherever
African and Arab peoples wers being made to suffer. Human rights must not be
subordinated to conflicts batween the wmajor Powers or to special intsrest and
relationships. As Africans, Libyans were appallad to see thelr African brothers
treatsd as third-class citizens and foreced to work in industrialized countries whare
thay weea subjected to racist practices. He wondered whather, in some countries,
human rights consisted in providing individuals with the financing and weapons to
smigratne and usurp the rights of citizens of other lands. Thare was pressure on
indjviduals to emigrate to Palestine and force the Palestinians off their own lands.
as that what was meant by human righcs? The Commission must adopt a consistent
approach to what was mzani by human rights and not ba influenced by questions of
colour, creed or othspr distinction.

43. The world was beset by international tovrorism: leaders who opposad colonialism
and pracism ware assassinated and sconomic reprisals wore taken against peoples who
chogse certaia economic and social systems. In 1983, $500 hillion would be spent on
arma and weapons of mass desvruction and vei the counfries most to blame spoks of
human rights. Weapons of massz datruction were in fact being supplied to racist
regimes s6 that they might kill their opponents and pursue their heinous policies.
tas thav what was meant by human rights? To some peopla, Palestinians and Africans
were less than human., FEvery day, 70 million African children went hungry yebt their
plicht went unheeded becauss they wore black, Was that what was meant by human
vishts?

44. As an Arab, African and third-world people, Libyans had almost lost faith in
traditional human values for those values were consistently applied to the detriment
of linhabitants of the third world, who were starved and disinherited so that foreign
interests and multinational corporations might flourish. Some countriss installed
dictatorships in Latin America .and fomented terrorisu in Africa, Asia and the Arab
worlid, vet presumed to talk about human rights. Tt was high time the Commission
viewed that situation in its proper perspective.



E/CN.4/1983/SR.3
page 9

415, -KHMEL (Ukrainian Soviet SocLallst Republic) noted for for 16 sessions

the Commlssxon had considered, as a matter of serious concern, the gross ‘and mass
violation of human rights perpefrated by Israel againsi the. D°Op19 of the oaccupied
Arab terpritoriecs, including Palestine. The matter hagAbeen_con51derem by the
United Nations and many specialized agencies, and some 900 resolutions had been
adopted condemning the Israeli regime, which however not only ignored thenm but
continued to render the situabtion even more tragic and dangerous, in defiance of
the world community. The most recent example was Israel's invasion of Lebanon,
the fifth large-scale conflict begun by Israel in its 35 years in existence; the
vietims this %ime were not only the population of thac sovereign Arab State bak
Palestinian. Arabs seeking refuge there. Az the territory under Israeli occupation
widened the suffevings of the Arab psoples increassad.

45. The documents listed in the note by the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/1983/6)
revealed s picturs of Israsl's oppression of the peoples in Palestine and other
nccupied Acab terrvitceries. The appraisal of Tsrael's deeds showed that there was
not a single instrument of international law and human rights which Israel had nob
violatad, including its own obligations. Studies and findings producsd in many
Lnferna51onal forums, both intergovernmental and non-governmesntal, had shown how
Israell policy and practices concerning the psoples of the occupied Arab Lerritories
violated ¢he. Charter, with regard to boih international human rights obliz atlons
and the rules againsi the use or threat of fopce. '

47. Isvael, despite being a signatory of the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, pursued a policy against the
Arab peoples which was unmitigatadly racist. Arabs undzr Israeli occupation were
deprived of numerous rigshts and opportunities and suffered every tvpe of indignity
merely because they were Arabs. Iarael denied the Palestinian people its right to
self-determination and to create an independent sovereign State, thus violating
the Charter and a number of other highly important international instruments
relabting Lo decolonization, human rights, and the principles of friendly relations
and co-operation among St atem.

A3, TIsrael sought to present its illegal occupat:o’ of Palestine and other Arab
territories as "liberation': under that pretext it was violating , inter alia, the
Fourth Geneva Convention of 19349 relative to the Probection of Clvilian Persons in
Time of War. One particular -violation was the collective punishment meted out in
the occupied territories. As could be seen from document ST/HR/SER.A/L4, it was
common practice to demolish homes in towns, villages or refuge2 camps and bo punish
families, neighbours or even entire settlements on various pretexts. Some 20,000
homes had  been razad in that way. .

49. Jewish -settlements in the occupied tarvitories, following the deportation of

the Arab population, already numbered 150; the settlers' so-called militia
terrorized the Arab population. = Arabs’® personal and communal property was
confiscated and exprovriated, thev were deprivad of access to wacer supplies, and
historical sites were destroyed. Prokest resulted in arrest and detention in

prisons or concentration camps. Under such conditions there was clearly no question
of the Arab peoples in the occupied territories enjoying the human rights and
freedoms d=fined in the International Covenants. BRui Tsrael's aims grew increasingly
nefarious and even included depriving the Palestinian Arabs of the right to exist.
The supreme expression of that was the large-scale destruction perpetrated in Lebanon
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in June 1982, involving the use of many barbaric forms of weapons and missiles,

and the bombing and strafing of hospitals and medical posts bearing Red Cross and
Red Crescent emblems, During the blockade of Wast Beirut, the inhabitants had

run short of food, water and electricity. And the massacre of Palestinian refugees
at Sabra and Chatila on the night of 17/18 September, in which the occupants of thes
refugee camps - women, children and old people - had been wiped out, was the darkest
event of the tragedy in Lebanon. World opinion was aghast a2t that genocidal act - a
recurrence of the type of atrocity committed by the Nazis at Babi Yar, Lidice and
Oradour. It contravened the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of ths.
Crime of Genocide, of which Isracl itself was a signatory, and was but the logical
outcome of Israel's policy in the occupied Arab territories for many yvears past.

His delegation could not help noting, in Israel's policy and practices, many
gimilarities Lo Nazi practices in occupierd territories, including the Ukraine,
during the Second Uorld War, :

50. Those responsible foir the death and destruction in the Middle East were the
Israeli aggressors and their collaborators and suppoirters, especially the rulers
in the United States. The bhloody war waged in Lebanon clearly formed part of the
United 3tates political aims in the Middle East, based on "strategic co-operation”
with Israel, in order %to ensure United Statez hegemony in the region, to give
United States capital coniroi over the resources of the Middle Eastern States ana
to consolidate the United States military presence there. That was perhaps the
gravest factor undearlying Israel’s misdeads against the psoples of the occupied
Arab territories.

51. His delegation firmly condewned Israel's policvy of mass repressicn, violation
of human rights and racial discrimination. It was bound to share the conclusion
reached in the Snecial Committee’s report, that the Palestinians and Syrians in the
accupied territories could never achieve their fundamental rights so long as they
wer2 denied the right of self-debermination. His delzgation was firmly convinced
that an essential condition for preventing such violations of human rights was the
withdrawal of Israeli forces from all the occupied Arab territories and the
establishment of the Palestinian Arab people's inalienable rights, including its
right to create an independent State, and the right of all Palestinians to return
to their homeland. Lasting peace in the region could be achievad only through a
genuine effort by all interested parties, including the PLO, the Palestinian
people's sole legitimate representative. For that purpose, an international
conference would be the best forum.

52. The Commission had a duty, at its current session, to condzmn once again
Israel's criminal acts in the occupied Arab torritories and to call once more for
their immediate cessation. In particular, the Commission should dencunce the acts
of genocide and vandalism committed by Israel in Lebanon, in violation of The
Convention on the Prevention and the Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. In
addition, the Commission could request the General Assembly, through the Council,
to declare 18 September a date to commemorate the Zionist crime against the
peaceful inhabitants of the Palestinian camps at Sabra and Chatila.
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53. Mr. HERDOCIA (Nicaragua) said the fact that Israel had made no attempt to comply
with the resolutions of thz Commission and the Security Council, which had condemned it
for its violations of human rights in the occupied Arab territories, including
Palestine, showed that Israel was blatantly violating the principles of the Charter
and the relevant resolutions of the United Nations. His delegation therefore wished
to express the profound concern of the people and Government of Nicaragua at the
appalling massacres perpetrated against the valiant Palestinian people and against
civilians and defenceless Arabs residing in the occupied territories. Such acts of
genocide enabled Israel to perpetuate its control over the West Bank and Gaza and to
oppose the establishment of a Palestinian State in those territories; in the face of
overwhelming international condemnation. The list of Israel's violations of human
rights in the occupied territories was endless.

54. There could bé no doubt about whose powerful hand was instigating and supporting
Israel's crimes and there was no need to-name the powerful country that pulled the
strings as Israel acted as regional garidarnié to protect that Power's hegemonistic
interests in the Middle East.

55. By preventing the Palestinian people from exercising their right of self-
determination, Israel was v1olating not only the resolutions of the United Nations

but also the basic prin01ples of ‘international law and the International Covenants on-
Human nghﬁs.. It could not claim that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was
not blndlnr n nature ‘and that ‘the Covenants were binding only on States which had
ratlfied or acceded to them. Whlle those instruments were not binding per se, they
helped to 1nterpret the prov151ons ‘of Articles 1, 55 and 56 of the Charter, and even
those States which were not parties to the Covenants must base themselves on them when
applying the provisions of the Charter that related to human rights.

56. The”Mbveméht of Non-Aligned Countries and the Organization of African Unity had
also recognized Palestine's right to self-determination and independence.

57. His delegation's full support for the resolutions condemning Israel for its
massive violations of human rights in the occupied territories was best explained by
the fact that the same’ great Power that used Israel in the Middle East was now using
it as gendarme in Central America. Sister countries, in close alliance with- Israel,
were being encouraged to try to overthrow the Government of Nicaragua when Nlcaragua s
right of self-determination had been won at the cost of 50,000 lives sacrificed in the
heroic national liberation struggle led by the Sandinista National Liberation Front.

58. 1In paragraph 31 of the communiqué issued by the Co-ordinating Bureau of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries at its Fifth Extraordinary Ministerial Meeting held
at Managua from 10 to 14 January 1983, the Ministers of non-aligned countries had drawn
attentlon to the crimes committed by Israel over the past 35 years in the Middle East
and dencunced the recent strengthenlng of ties between Israel and Latin America,
particularly Central America, a development which threatened peace and security in the
region. In particular, they had denounced the arms deals which Israel had concluded
with some States in the region and which only served to strengthen Israel's military
and economic position in the Middle East. The Ministers had reaffirmed their support
for the struggle of the Arab peoples to liberate the occupied territories and restore
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, and had urged those Latin American
States which were co—operatlng with Israel to cease their co-operation and take steps
to end Israeli penetration of the region.
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59. In paragraph 32 of the same communiqué, the Ministers had drawn attention to the
fact that the United States was using Israel to further its own intervention in

Latin America and had denounced visits by Israeli officials to certain Latin American
countries - visits which had led to the conclusion of mllltary agreements and an
1ncrease in United States and Israeli intervention.

$0. The Ministers had further concluded that the Zionist regime, the main ally of the
former Somoza regime and architect of the policy of elimination of the Palestinian
people, had reached the heights of imperialism and racism when it had occupied part
of Lebanon and resorted to acts of aggression agalnst the Palestinian and Lebanese
’peoples and the massacre of Palestinians.

61. In view of the gravity of the situation, his delegation was prepared to sponsor
a forceful resolution condemning Israel and calling for practical measures to ensure
that the Commission's resolutions on violations of human rights in the occupied
uerrztorles were finally implemented.

62. Mr. SOFFER (Observer for Israel) said that although fundamental human rights and
freedoms were being systematically suppressed in many countries - a fact attested to
by the Secretary-General, the Director of the Centre for Human Rights and many
international human rights organizations, the Commission had allotted an inordinate
amount of time to consideration of the situation of Palestinian Arabs in the areas
administered by Israel. In fact, their over-all human .rights situation had steadily
improved during the past 15 years and an acceptable political solution could have been
found had the Palestinian Arabs been enabled to enter into direct negotiations, as
prescribed in the Camp David accords, and not been subjected to intimidation and
harassment by the PLO.

63. The current rcport of the Special Com:ittee (A/37/485) was as tendentious as its
predecessors. The Committee's terms of reference and methodology precluded an
objective approach; it had expressly ignored many positive aspects of Israeli
administration and had relied instead on sources hostile to Israel. The virulent
attitudes of the PLO - a terrorist organization bent on the destruction of a

State Member of the United Nations - permeated the report and revealed the biased
attitude of the Committee, which remained a tool of anti-Israel propagandists,
sacri.fieing concern for humah rights to political controversy. It had been manipulated
by those in the Middle East who preferred conflict to negotiation and peace.

64. The politicization of human rights was one of the world's current tragedies.

Even the lUnited Nations, theoretically committed to the principle of universality, was
selective; a special committee existed to investigate Israeli practices, but no
comnittees existed to examine some of the most flagrant violations of human rights
"ever to occéur in history. It was blatant hypocrisy to ignore the ruthless persecution
of ‘peoples such as the Kurds, the Baha'is, the Afghans and the Cambodians, who fbr
years had been struggling for ‘survival.

65. Ironically, the report, in seeking to highlight inadequacies in Israel's legal
sysvem, actually demonstrated the strength of the rule of law in.the territories
Israel administered. The descriptions of many legal petitions and proceedings,
including habeas corpus and instances in which the Supreme. Court had annulled
adminjetrative detention orders, revealed the existence of rights which were
unprecedented in the history of military administrations and went beyond the
requirements of international law. Such rights and remedies were guaranteed in few
of the countries which hurled allegations against Israel.
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66. The report was as noteworthy for its omissions as for its inconsistencies and
distortions. Facts essential to objective evaluation of human rights conditions

had been excluded; for example, there had been not one execution since Israel had
administered the territories, despite the heinous nature of some of the crimes
committed, including the murder of women and children. Such facts, when contrasted
with the well-documented mass executions and torture occurring elsewhere in the
region, cast doubts upon the Committee’s credibility. No mention was made of the
fact that the bridges connecting the territories with Jordan had promoted an
unrestricted flow of people and goods in both directions under Israel's 'open bridges"
policy, thus strengthening family, cultural and economic ties. The Committee had
also ignored the multitude of civil and political freedoms enjoyed by the population
of the administered area. Freedom of expression, non-existent in the territories
before Israel’s administration, was now a fact of life; only incitement to violence
and advocating terrorism were prohibited. Journalists of any nationality were free
to travel within the territories and meet local inhabitants. Arab-language
newspapers, of all political opinions, including extrsme opposition to Israel, were
circulated freély - a right not common to many other countries in the Middle East.
His delegation would make available to all members of the Commission-a survey showing
the dramatic improvement since 1957 of the living standards and over-all human rlghts
situation of the Palestinian Arab inhabitants of the terrltorles concerned.

67. Rather than providing a terse list of so-called incidents, the Commlttee‘would
have served the Commission better by considering the sufferings of ‘the victims of
terrorist attacks and recoghizing the senseless atrocities for what they were. That
section of the report displayed a total lack of sen31t1v1ty to the threat posed by
terrorlsm in genesral and the suffering it caused.

68. ‘Despite Israel's éxpressed fervent desire to live at peace with all its
neighbours, the Arab States, with the recent exception of Egypt, had displayed a
hostility and intransigence from which had stemmed all the human suffering in the
Arab-Israel conflict. Israel constituted less than one per cent of the area of

the Middle East, whereas there were 21 independent Arab States covering an area of
more than 10 million square kilometres. Since 1948, Israel had successfully
absorbed over one million refugees, without any international assistance. In stark
contrast, the international community had expended vast amounts of money and resources
for some 650,000 Palestinian Arab refugees; in 1981 alone, UNRWA had been allocated
over $233 million, whereas only $319 million, a figure representing the total UNHCR
budget, had been allotted for the rest of the world's refugees, who numbered over

15 million. Moreover, :the Arab States were not only unwilling to contribute even
-a fraction of their unlimited wealth towards the Palestinian refugees' social and.
economic integration, but had exploited the Palestinian Arabs for political purposes,
while spending more than $60 billion for military purposes during the past seven
years., It was high time blind hatred and obstinacy were replaced by realism and
accommodation; the Camp David accords provided the Palestinian Arabs with a unique
opportunity to participate fully in constructive debate about their future.
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69 False alle@atlons and polltlcally motivated criticism, in the guise of
objective- internacional investigation, weakened the moral authority of the
United -Nations and hence its ability to protact human. rights. everywhere. Israel
was Jjustly proud of its record in the administered areas; . the rule of law prevailed,
and Israells policies wepre basad on the principles of international law and human
rights. - But Israel was: the.victim of hypocrisy:and cyniecism, heing ceﬁsured.fop
combating terrorism wnlle, in many. other.-countrisda, thousands were killed
arbitrarily in the_namv_of firevolutionary justice. The Comwmission must avold
becoming a victim of*pollolcal warfare and selective morality; millions depended
on its effoorts for ra lLef from suffering, . -Its members could either drag it into
Froundless conaannuclon of Israel or-seek to promote -thas cause. af human rights.
and the .easing-of Glooal tensien through objectivity, - PeSUOHSLDithy, dpdlcatlon
anu_lntegrlcy.

70. Mr. TAFFAR (Qbserven {or Algerla) sald that at each sess;on the studles on

the qugstlon of -the v1olatlon of - human , rig th 1n the occupled Arab terrltorles,
including -Palestine, . revealed. furthcr evldence of Alonluc deflanc . The. repre051on
of the Arab inhabitants had grown 1ncreaulnply alamnlng throughout the past year,
The Gensral Assembly had been cbliged to resume its seventh emergency’ sp001a1 session
on three occasions .in 19&2 in vizsw of the. gravity of the situation, andithe
Security -Council had wet sevpral t1m<s to. conslder the sLtuatlon caused by Isr1°11
practices. in; the OCCUDlCd Arao tar 1tor1es. In d°f1ance of Lhe recommﬂndatlons

and ae01blons oﬁ 1nternatlonal bod;es,»however, th»_ZlOﬂlSt entl y unscrupulcuoly
continued. its. Jrepressive pollcy,_whlch had. culmlnated in the Wassacre of
Palestinian. 01v111ans .at Sapra and._ Chatlla - an act’ whloh clearly fell W1th1n the
definition of war crlmes, rrenocn.de and cri m\s against humdn1ty. Thﬂ occupyino

Power responSLblc for that mdssacre had saown how 11¢htly it treated the rlght to
life, thus,surely remov1ng any doubts apout 1ts terrorist and ra01st nature. -
That. preﬂad‘tated act formed part of a Vmbt plah almad aL the ey termlnatlon, or -

at least. ‘15pers¢on of the Pa‘estlnlans as a’ natlonal roup throuph terror and
destruction.,'The pollcy in the occuplua Arab terr;torlc waa to-oust ‘the 1nd10enous
population ‘and " 1nstall SPttle@nts in’ pursuance of the rac;st megalomanlac ‘dreaid
of a-Vgreater Ispacl®, "

71 Thu Spacial Committee's report prov1ded ample ev1oen0° of the way in whlon

tha Zionist occupation forces wersz.duly 1ncrua ying. thcir stranglchold over the
population of those territories. And the evqnts in Lebanon 51n09 the preparation

of the report. revealnd the extent to which. the ‘human flﬂhcs 51tuat10n in the
occupied Arab territories had dutLPlOPaubd, as a rcsulc of harassment dLSCPlMlndtlon,
repression, .arbitrary arrest torture, hunlllatlon and collectlve punishment,
including the destruction of homes - a)l of whlch hda become the Avao populatlon s
daily lot. The aim, as the excellenf report clearly showea, was to uproot the
inhabitants by deor1v1ng them of their human rlghts and thus to facilitate the
annexation of the territory. . To that end, the Zlonlst authorltles had stepped up
the establishment of settlements during the past year, thus’ accentuating the
demographic change of the occupied territories, in flagrant violation of the

Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. The policy of Jewish settlements was all the
.more dangerous in that it was based on a racist ideology created and sustained

by a myth, while at the same time it provided a demographic base from which to
transform the entire economy of the occupied territories for the benefit of Israel -
as the report clearly showed. As their land was progressively confiscated and
absorbed into the "Jewish heritage™, the inhabitants of those territories had no
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alternative but to sell their labour cheaply to Israeli industry. Even their
cultural aspirations and the expnression of their very identity were being stifled
implacably; education was controlled by the Zionist authoritiss, teachers were
intimidated and universities were closed at the slightest sign of resistence to
the authorities. All the evidence obtained by the Committec combined to reveal
the racist and expansionary naturg of Zionist policy in the occupied Arab
territorics.

72. The report had drawn attention to conditions in Israeli prisons, which had
become infintely worse since Israel's invasion of Lebanon. The situation in the
Al-Ansar concentration camp insouthern Lebanon was especizlly alarming. Israel
persistently refused to apply the provisions of the 1949 Geneva Convention to
detainees, who were dezmed neither prisoners of war, undszr the terms of the

third Convention, nor civilians internced for security rcasons, under the terms of
the fourth. The Zionist authorities, by thus ignoring the most basic human rights,
not only flouted international law and ethicu but posed a constant threat to
international peace and sacurity.

73. The situation in the occupied Arab territories involved a gross and systematic
violation of human rights and stemmed from the denial of the Palestinian people's
right of self-determination. Thos< human rights could be {ully restored only
through Israel'’s unconditional withdrawl from all the occupied Arabd territories,
including Jerusalem, through the fulfilment of the Palestinian pzople's national
rights « foremost among which was the right to establish a State in its homeland,
and through the participation of the FLO, the Palestinian peoplz’s sole legitimate
representative, in any settlement of the Middle Fast conflict. Those conditions
had baen set forth in relevant General Asscibly resclutions. In the meantime, the
international community, and the Cemmission in particular, must exert political
and moral pressure against the Zionist forces of occupation in order to alleviate
the suffering of the people in the occupied Arab territories. Only firm words

and actions would stop the Zionist entity from persisting in flouting the
international community.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.






