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CUESTION OF THE YIOLATION OF HUMAJ RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDONS
It AJY PART OF 'THE VIORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENC: TO COLONTAL AND
OTHE®R DEPENDENT COUNTRIES AnD TERRITORIES

Jdote vy the Secretariat

At its Sth meeting on 7 February 19035, vhe Cosmission, by decision 198%/103,
requested the Secretariat to prepars & note containing a listing of the material
receivea coneerninz the situacion of human rights ana fundamental freedems in
Guatemala, tozether with an inaication of the contents of this material.

Hereunder is the list requested by the Commission. The list 1/ is divided into four
sections as follows:

A. Legislation
B. Communications transmitted by the Government
C. Documents transmitted by international inter-covernmental organizations

D. Docuunents transmitted by non-zo -raomental organizations.

1/ This material 1s available with the Secretariat for consultation.

3E.83-10981
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A, Legislation

1. Constitution of 26 April 1982, promulgated by the Military Junta led by
General Efrafn Rios Montt, which came to power on 23 March 1982. It establishes
respect fopr human rights as one of the principles of Guatemala's internal order
and internationzl relations.

2. Decree~Law_§§-82'of 24 May 1382 and Decree-Law 34-82 of 27 May 1982 which
form the Amnesty Act for "political and related non«political crimes™, The Act
was in force for a periocd of 30 days {(Junej.

3. Decree-lLaw 46-82 of 1 July 1982, which established special courts. These
courts may impose the death penalty for "acts of terrcorism", as defined in

article 4 of the Decree-Law. Article T provides that the members of such courts
shall be appointed by the President of the Republie¢. The Decree-Law eatablishes

a summapry procedure and reduces safeguards by disallowing appeals against a decision
of the special court (Article 33).

a, Decree-Law 65-82 of 17 August .1982, which established the Council of State as a
body with adviscory status,

B. Communications transmitted by the Government

1. Letter dated 26 Qctober 1982 from the Permanent Representative of Guatemala

to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General {(document A/C.3/37/5)
informing the Secretary-General Of the completion of a visit to Guatemala by the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights from 20 to 26 September 1982, 1In
accordance with the recommendations made by the Inter-American Commission with
regard to the special courts, the Government announced its intention to "suspend
the penalties imposed by special courts until such time as the law has been changed
and the remedies ... instituted, so that ... the right to due process ig more
effectively ensured",

2. Letter dated 20 October 1982 from the Permanent Representative of Guatemala to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General. The letter states that
"%,500 peasants gave themselves up voluntarily to the army" at San Martin de
Jilotepeque and that the army was "helping them".

3. Address delivered on 4 December 1982 by the President of the Republic at
San Pedro Sula {(Honduras) when neeting with the President of the United 3tates,
concerning the internal situation in Guatemala with regard to acts of terrorism
and subvet sion.

4. MNote dated 10 January 1983 from the Minister for Forelgn Affairs of the Republic
of Guatemala addressed to the Special Rapporteur on Summary or Arbitrary Executions
in response to documents containing allegations prepared by the non-governmental
organization Amnesty International. The note denies that the Government was
responsible for the occurrences reported by the above-mentioned organization and
attributes the deaths to "acts of war" or the activities of "subversive groups"”.

The note also contains details of the "Rifles and Beans" programme entailing the
organization of peasants into Pgivil self-defence petrols" which, in the words of

the Minister, bear no resemblance to "paramilitary bands" or “death squads".
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Information is also given on & second programme known as "Shelter, Food and Work",
In addition, the Minister demands proof of the allegations made by Amnesty
International regarding the massacres of the indigenous population. He agrees,
however, that “what took place in the Guatemalan highlands was a war against
subversive factions" which claimed Yinnncent victims”, In his view, the massacres
described by Amnesty Internaticie. as Laving taken place .in a number of villages
"were carried out by subvercive elemenis te intimidate the indigenous population”,

5. Statement by the Government of Guatemala on International Human Rights Day,
11 January 1983. It is stated that the Government's aims are to achieve "peace,
raform, economic progress and democracy™.

C. Documents transmitted by intergovernmental organizations

1. Iriter~American Commission on Human Rights, Report on the situation of

human rights in the Republic of Guatewmala, OAS/SER.L/V/II.53, doc. 21/Rev.2 of
13 October 1981, Wasnington 1931, 133% pages. The report contains a systematic
gtudy of political and legal structures in Guatemala and examines allegations
regarding the right to life, freedom, security, justice and due process, freedom
of conscience and religion, freedom of thought and expression, right of assembly
and freedom of association, political and trade-union rights, and economic and
soc¢ial rights.

D. Documents transmitted by non-goverhmental organizations

1. Amnesty Internaticnal, doec. AMR.34/%4/82/8 of July 1982: Guatemala:
extrajudicial executions on a large-scale in rural areas under the Government of

General Efrain Rios Montt. The document states that between April and

Suly 1982, 2,186 mupders were committed in Guatemala. It contains a list of
extragudlcial executi~ns alleged to have been carried out between March and

June 1982. It contains the testimony of a survivor of the attack made by the army
on 7 April 1982 against the village of Chirrenchiqué {(Cobdn, department of

Alta Verapaz). It alsoc contains the testimony of Emeterioc ToJj, the Founder of

the Committee for Peasant Unity (CUC). This document analyses the state-of-siege
legislation and the attribution of responsibility for the extrajudicial

executiong to the regular army and paramilitary groups, in particular the so-called
"eivil defence patrols”.

2. Inter=-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin America: Human Rights Report
on Guatemala, January-May 1982, This document provides a study of the internal
situation in Guatemala during the first five months of 1982, with reference to a
state of war and the reorganization of the security services as paramilitary
forces. It contains a list of specific cases of the massacre of indigenous and
peasant populations alleged to have occurred between January and April 1982,

3. Human Rights Commission of Guatemala, 100 days of maasacres, genocide and terror
in Guatemala. Mexico, 1 July 1932. The document contains an over-all agssessment of

the firat 100 days of the Government of General Rios dontt, giving an account of the

allegations referred to in the title.
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4. Human Rights: Commission of Guatemala: Monthly Statistical Tables
(January-September 1982). The tables contain references to 1,634 murders which
oceuryved during the period in question., 1,257 of the victims are alleged to have
been peasansa, The Jdepertmenis most affected are El Quiché, Chimaltenango,
Guatamala City, Alta Verapaz, Queczaltenango, Escuintla {(iocated in the centre,
north and wesi{ of the country). The document also contains accounts by 245 persasons
alleged to have been injured for variouvs reasons between January and September 1382,
together with a list ol 418 persoas who dizappzared during the same period. The
departments most affecied are Guatemala City, Chimaltenango, EL Quiché, Alta Verapaz,
San Marcos, departament of Guatemalz and Escuintla {located in the centre, north,
west and south of the counbsy).

9 Interiatiocal Commission of the Justice and Peace Committee of Guatemala.

Thz document is a report of an independeni Commission of Inquiry, dated 3 July 1982,
It centains eye-witness accounts of the mamsacres which occurred: on

15--17 February 1382 in Santo Tomds (Ixedu) and are attributed to the army

(190 dead); on 19 February 1932 in Puente Xalbal de 1s Resurreccidn, also
attributed t» the army (10 dead): on 14-16 March 1982 in Cooperativa la Unidn-
Salva Reina (Txcdn), also attributed to the army (300 dead); and on 19 July 1982

in the village of 3San Francisco, which was levelled by che army, according to
accounts of refugees vho had flad fror the area.

In 2 further roport dated 16 Wovember 1982, the International Commission of
the Justice ard Peace Commif:ces of Guatemala stated that a number of villages in
Yalecasidn, Yaltojas and Aguacata (Department of Huehuetenango) were levelled by
the arny .n 1° July 1982,

6. Human Rights Commission of Guatemala: Boletin International, No.2. The
Bulletin <opvaios reporits of massalres in various viilages in the department of
Chimaltennngo during June 1982,

7. Huipan Rights Commission of Guatemala: Review of six months of the Government
of General Efrzin Rids Montt and human rights in the Republic of Guatemala,
Madrid, 25 September 1952. This review examines the human rights situation in
Guatepalz, in che light of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It also
contains reporcs oF Lhe levelling ol iLhe tovn of San Francisco, municipality of
Neutfn, depariment of Huehuetenango, by tbe army on 19 July 1982 and allégations
o' "genocide" o: the indigenous popuvlabtion. with a liast of villages levelled and
massacres which ccecurrsd in July and Asugust 1982,

8. Human Righis Commission of Guatemala: Guatemala: General Report, 1982.

This ir a S50~page document which describes the situation of Guatemalan refugees in
12 camps containing some 8,000 persons In southern lMexico. It also contains a
repert on the consequcnces ol the nilitary coup, acts of repression znd militapy
offensives,

9. Human PFights Commission of Cuatemala, Los derechos politicos en Guatemala,
Madrid, Novemher 1982, This i3 an analysis of the political rights situation in
the ligh* of avvicle 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

16. Huran Rightr Commission of Guatemala, Algunos elementos de la situacidn del
campesinacy indigena or Cuatemala, Guatewala City, 25 November 1982, This document
gives an account of the current migrations of the Guatemalan peasantry, due to
employment soastraiaus and to ascape the counter-insurzency actions of the army,

It reporis tho mass murder of both men and vomen. It quotes cfficial statistics

to the effect that a total of 240,434 persons have been displaced within the country,
for whom tie Goverament has recussied assistsnce from tne iorld Food Programme of the
United Nations. It also includes documentation and a chronology of events in 1981
and 1982,
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11. Human Rights Commission of Guatemala, La desaparicidn forzada o involuntaria

de personas en Guatemala, Madrid, May 1932, This document makes a critical analysis
of article 23, paragraph 10, of Decree=Law No.24-82 of 28 April 1982 (basic statute
of the Government of the Military Junta) wnich authorizes detention on executive
order as a "security measure". It tnen goes on to study the reasons, methods,
figures and typical cases of disappearances occurring in Guatemala in 1982.

12. VWorld Council of Churches, Communiqué of 19 October 1982. The communiqué
reports that 5,000 Indians were surrounded by the army and threatened in the
municipality of San Martin de Quilotepeque, in the department of Chimaltenango.

13. Americas Watch, Human Rights in Guatemala: HNo Neutrals Allowed, New York,
23 November 1982. This is the report of an investigatory mission of the above
organization ecarried out in Guatemala and southern Mexico by four representatives
of the organization. It alleges that between 2,600 and 8,000 peasants died as a
result of military actions between the months of March and November 1982, in
magsacres in rural areas and politieal assassinations in Guatemala City. The
report then gives a lengthy account of alleged violations of human rights, It
also analyses the curreni legisative framework - which presupposes the suspension
of the 1965 Constitution - particularly the provisions regulating the state of
siege and the special courts,

14. Pax Romana, in 2 document transmitted on 27 January 1983, submits an
eve-witneas account which describes the situation ir Guatemala as being
"halluecinatory™ and one of "systematic contempt for human rights".

15. Johns Hopkins School for Advanced Internaftional Studies and the Washington
Gffice on Latin America, Guatemala: Covernment Against the People. This is a
Jb-page document which collects eye-witness evidence of massacres of the Indian
populatiots in various departments of Guatemala that occurred in the months of
March teo September 1932.

16. Pax Cheisti Internationzl, Droit de l'homme, Rapport de mission, 3 Guatemala,
Antwerp, January 1982. The report contains an account of massacres of peasants,
torture and disappearances and of the persecution of the Catholic Church of
Guatemala,

17. Mexican Committee of Selidarity with the Guatemzlan People (CMSQE):

Informe sobre refugiados guatemaltecos en la frontera mexicana, 3September 1982,
This report includes a chronelogy of the events that occurred during the months of
May to July 1982. It annexes the statements of six refugees from the village of
San Miguel, where killings by the army allegedly occurred, The statements of other
eye-witnesses relate to aimilar events in the municipality of Nauntin, department
of Hushuetenango.

18. Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of
Churches: Report of an Inguiry Team to Guztemala. This document was sent on

% December 1982 to the Director of the United Nations Centre for Human Rights.
This document includes reports on recent visits by ecclesiastical delegations
affiliated to the non-governmental organization in question io various areas in
Guatemala in August 1982 and Nevember 1982. They give details of about 200 houses
said to have been burnt in various villages in March-May 1982, of massacres in the
village of Santa Anita las Cancas, San Martin Jilotepeque {department of
Chimaltenango) in October 1982, znd in the villages of Paxcabalché, San Jozé Poaquil
{(department of Chimaltenango) in March-May 1982, and of massacres on 27 March 1982
in La Hacienda Santa Maria, San José Poaquil, in the department of Chimalchenzngo.
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19. Survival International USA {3IUSA), Testimonies of refugees in Mexico
{dugust 1982} and Report on the present situation of Indians in Guatemala,
Washington, 10 November 1982, This document gives the results of the mission of
two members of the organization in question to Mexico in the months of August and
September 1982, It includes the statements of 23 Guatemalan refugees who were
interviewed and which refers to 23 separate incidents affecting 18 Indian
communities,

20. Commigsion of the Churches on International Affairs of the tlhrld Council of
Churches: "Guatemala®. This is a 36l-page document sent on 21 January 1983 to
the Director of the Centre for Human Rights. It contains a report prepared by the
*Justice and Peace" Committee of Guatemala which ineludes an analysis of the
legislation in force and charges of violations of the right to life, complete with
maps and statistical tables covering the period up to September 1982. The report
al=o refers to the situation of Guatemalan refugees, the orison regime and the
situation of political prisoners. It further includes statistical tables on
enforced and involuntary disappearances up to September 1982. It reports the
suspension of the remedy of amparo.

21, Pax Romana (International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural
Affairs) submitted a letter in December 1982 to the Assistant Secretary-Ceneral

of the Centre for Human Rights drawing attention to various annexed documents
containing eye-witness reports of massacres in various villages: Trutuhil,
department of Chimaltenango; 4gua Frfa, between Rabinal and El Quiché; San Mateo,
municipality of Ixtatén, department of Huehuetenango; Quiché area, etc. They
include references to a number of alleged viclations of human rights.



