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THE NEW YORK TIMES INTERNATIONAL SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2000

Army to Report on Beatings by G.L’s in Kosovo

WASHINGTON, Sept. 15 (AP) —
The Army is preparing to release an
investigative report saying that sev-
eral members of the 82nd Airborne
Division on peacekeeping duty in
Kosovo beat, threatened and assault-
ed civilians, officials said today.

The formerly classified report also
raises questions about the adequacy
of the training these military person-
nel received in preparation for
peacekeeping duty, the officials said.

They disctssed the issue on condi-
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tion that they not be identified.

The central conclusions of the re-
port were publicly disclosed during
the trial in Germany of Staff Sgt.
Frank Ronghi, who was sentenced in
August to life in prison with no possi-
bility of parole for the sodomy, rape
and murder of an 11-year-old Kosovo
Albanian girl.

ABC News reported today that it
had obtained a copy of the report.

The most sensational conclusion in
the document — that saveral! mem-
bers of Sergeant Ronghi's platoon in
the 504th Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment beat, threatened and iliegally

detained civilians in Kosgvo — was
publicly disclosed by government at-
torneys in Sergeant Ronghi’s trial.

These acts were accepted as fact
by both the prosecution and the de-
fense, but the report itself was not
made public because it contained
classified information.

The Army has remeved the classi-
fied material and wil release an
edited copy of the report on Monday,
the officials said.

Earlier this year, the offenders
were given punishment that included
reduction in rank and forfelture of
pay — but not imprisonment. They

are based at Fort Bragg, N.C. :

The actions they were accused of
in the report include an incident in
which an American lieutenant and a
noncommissioned officer, along with
Sergeant Ronghi, took two Albanian
brothers to an abandoned warehouse
and beat them. The lieutenant held a
gun to the back of ane of the broth-
ers’ heads and asked him if he want-
ed to die,

The American soldiers were part
of the 50,000-strong NATO-led peace-
keeping contingent sent into Kosovo
last year, after the alliance’s 78-day
bombing campaign to force Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic of Yugo-
slavia to halt Serbs’ violence against
the ethnic Albanian majority in the
province,

00-64795




S/2000/877

o) é!ﬁ.@.’-}ls Yoo jw;._.»/d)_lgj YA =y :UL.»J.U g\.’:ﬂ &AJM
S WM ¢ o il Lm0 31 Jlas Yy —W g el e
CRESIPOL]

Yoo J“-‘""‘*"/J_}»‘liT Vv M‘—w_}.\ r"“"“"}

NATIONAL NEWS

Army Report Says Soldiers
Abused Civilians in Kosovo

Associated Press

The Army is preparing to release
an investigative report saying that
several members of the 82nd Air-
borne Division on peacekeeping duty
in Kosovo beat, threatened and as-
saulted civilians, officials said Friday.

‘The formerly classified report also
raises questions about the kinds of
training these men received in prep-
aration for peacekeeping duty, the of-
ficials said. They discussed the mat-
ter on the condition they not be
identified.

The central conclusions of the re.
port were publicly disclosed during
thetrialinGennanyofStaIngt.
Frank Ronghi, who was sentenced in
August to life in prison with no
chance for parale for the murder, sod-

omy and rape of an 11-year-old Koso-
vo Albanian girl,

The most sensational conclusion ;

of the report—that several members
of Ronghi’s platoon in the 504th Para- |
chute Infantry Regiment beat, threat-
ened and illegally detained civilians
in was publicly disclosed by
government attorneys in the Ronghi
trial. These acts were accepted as fact
by both the prosecution and the de-
fense, but the report itself was not
made public because it contained.
ified information.

The Army has removed the classi-

fied material and will release a redact-
ed copy of the report Monday, offi-
cials said. The men accused of the
misbehavior were punished—though
not jailed—this year. They are based
at Fort Bragg, N.C.

\
/
|
?

00-64795




