=S

UNITED NATIONS

FCONOMIC

D/CN.4/1983
A N D % Febr’tﬁizg){ggf)
SCCIAL COUNCH, Criaimei: ARABIC

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHYTS

Distr.
GENERAL

Thirty=ninth session
Agenda item 3

CRGAMIZATION OF WORK OFf THE SESSION

Letter dated 3 Fepruary 1983 from the Permanent Representative of the
Syrian Arab Republic to the United Hations Offige at Goneva, and
Obgerver at the thirty-ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights,
addrossed to the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights
at its thirty-ninth session

At the outset of the thirtye-ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights,
I should like to make the following observations concerning the composition of the
Commission and draw attention to the imbalance of its present membership.

1. The number of Arab 3tates Members of the United Nations is 21, in addition to
the Palestine Liberation Organization. Of these 21 arab Stat:s, 9 are African States
and 12 are Asian States, in addition to th: Palestine Liboration Organization; this
figure reprosents one~sceventh of the total number of Momber States.

2. If this proportion of Arab States to the total number of Member States, namely,
one-geventh, were to be applied to thoe Commission's membershin, the Arab States
would be entitled to six members on the Commission instead of two =23 at the present
tims, namely, Jordan from fsia and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya from Africa. This
situation reflects an imbalance which should not be allowed te continue, and is at
variance with the rule of couitable graarenhical distribution appliced by the

United Nations.

In drawing attention to this shortfall in frab reproscntation, I should at the
same time like to point out that Syria prescnted itself as a candidate to this
Commission last ycar, but that we did not receive the required number of votes at
the Heonomic and Social Council'is last session. That was indecd regrottablue, and
we will continuce to prosent our candidature as well as that of other Arab States
for membership of the Commission until this imbalance is corrected and the Commission'ts
membership ipruly reflects equitable geographical distribution.

I would be most grateful, Mr. Chairman, if you would arrange to have this letter
distributed to all delegations of States membors of this Commission zs well as to
Qbservoers.
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